
Vicky Blankendaal

WHAT an awesome year! By round 
three, these boys had become a team to 
be reckoned with. Unbeatable all season, 
Toodyay’s 13s Boys have made their club 
and all its members so very proud.
 They have worked together so well this 
year and each game just got better and 
better.
 The Round Robin and Grand Final 
matches were held in York this year. The 
weather was just fantastic and the crowd 

13s Toodyay Lions Premiers 2012

this year was wonderful. I’m sure there 
will be a few voiceless mums out there 
after their superb efforts on Saturday 1 
September!
 To each of the boys’ credit, they saw the 
score board reach a 62-point gap over their 
opponents – York. Final scores: Toodyay 
10.9 (69) def York 1.7 (7)
 Well done Toodyay!
 Best on ground was Jordan Osboine from 
Toodyay Lions. Fairest and Best for 13s 
2010 AJFL season was also Jordan Osboine 
from Toodyay and runner up was Kayden 

Elliot from Saints (Northam).
 A huge thanks goes out to the 13s Coach 
Lee Mawer. Great job this year Lee; you 
must be stoked. More thanks also to all 
those committee members, game runners, 
umpires, parents and many others in our 
local community. Without your support our 
kids’ dreams would not be possible.
 A big congratulations to all teams that 
played this year; it’s been a wonderful 
season. You’ve all trained hard and always 
gave your best and good luck to all teams 
for next year’s season.

Toodyay 13s Boys with coach, Lee Mawer. Photo: Lyn Hasson

Greg Warburton’s new Tidy Towns sign 
with new logos. Photo: Beth Frayne

Greg with a big pile of litter bags. 
Photo courtesy Greg Warburton

Toodyay - Too Lovely to Litter
Greg Warburton
Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee

BEING a member of Toodyay’s newly 
formed Tidy Towns Committee,  I 
‘celebrated’ Keep Australia Beautiful 
Week last month by picking up roadside 
litter from the ‘new’ information bay in 
town to the ‘old’ information bay at the 
Northam Road intersection. Even though 
this is only a 2km long section, some 18 
sacks of rubbish were collected! I feel it 
is a high priority to keep the information 
bays and the approach to town litter-free. 
I have ‘adopted’ this section of road verge 
and intend to patrol it regularly to keep on 
top of the constant build-up of litter. 
 The Tidy Towns Committee is encouraging 
community members and groups to ‘Adopt 
their own Spot’ whether it is a section of 
road verge, a park, picnic area or anywhere 
in the shire, in a combined anti-litter effort 
for Toodyay. The committee can assist you 
with the supply of bags, gloves, ‘hi-vis’ 
vests etc. for people keen to ‘Adopt a Spot’. 

For more info on KABC’s ‘Adopt-a-Spot’ 
programme, check online (www.kabc.wa. 
gov.au/programs/adopt-a-spot.html) or 
contact TTT’s Kim Angus through the shire 
on 9574 2258. The TTT Committee wants 
to know about any Tidy Towns-related 
activity such as litter pick-ups, as it will 

form part of our submission for Toodyay’s 
2013 Tidy Towns’ competition bid. ‘TTT’ 
is already working closely with the shire, 

Main Roads and other community groups 
to control litter through pick-ups, the 
installation of signage and the dissemination 
of information. It is anticipated some major 
anti-litter campaigns will occur along the 
Toodyay-Northam and Perth Roads in 
coming months. 
 TTT members and supporters promoted 
KAB Week on Saturday 25 August by 
distributing free car litter bags and big 
orange litter pick-up bags outside the 
Toodyay Visitor Centre. The number of 
community groups supporting Tidy Towns 
is expanding all the time, with the CWA 
and the 175th Anniversary Committee 
coming on board. Shire Works staff will 
give us a hand when required. We have 
started to send out Supporter Intro packs, 
so watch out for your invitation to show 
your support. 
 We send a big thank you to the Toodyay 
Agricultural Society for including a free 
advert in the show schedule in support of 
Toodyay Tidy Towns. And the Garden Club 
has been wielding its secateurs, beautifying 

the gardens at the Toodyay Cemetery and 
St. Stephen’s Church Hall. 
 For more information on any other aspect 
of Toodyay Tidy Towns, contact TTTC 
Chairperson Beth Frayne on 9574 5971. 
Also, check out the Toodyay Tidy Towns 
Info Spot in the Toodyay Public Library.
 The next TTTC meeting is Thursday, 
27 September 2012, at 5pm at the Shire 
Council Chambers. All are welcome.
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Stirling Hamilton

THE Shire’s recently departed Town 
Planning Officer has left a legacy of proposed 
amendments to the Town  Planning Scheme 
No 4 (TPS4) and Local Planning Policies 
(LPPs).
 There are so many of them that they have 
been submitted to Council in ‘Omnibus’ 
form (that is, collectively) and, it seems, 
Council has elected to advertise them for 
public comment without thorough scrutiny 
beforehand.
 The first tranche was advertised in last 
month’s Herald and written submissions end 
on the day the Herald comes out, 6 September 
(which is untimely and perhaps should be 
considered by Council in the future.) In this 
group, there are some amendments that could 
start costing big bucks.
 For instance, if you were hoping to subdivide 
your property one day, there are two significant 
policy documents to assist you:

E1 ‘Subdivisional development 
guidelines’;

LPP 19 ‘Subdivision contributions for road 
and footpath upgrading’.

The changes proposed should be considered 
together.
 LPP 19 is an excellent document which 
provides clear and consistent advice to the 
community and allows the landholder to 
calculate contributions to roadwork costs on 
a pro rata basis, that is, a per metre amount 
based on road frontage of the subdivision

Planning Changes Could Cost Big Bucks
 A major change, with wide ranging 
ramifications, is the removal of ‘Greenfield’ 
sites from this policy. Greenfield subdivisions 
mean a site that requires an extension of 
services, water, power, etc. This leaves 
developers open to the changes in E1.
 E1 has four little words added: ‘and leading 
up to’, which could cost you a million!
 This is because, instead of calculating 
costs on the road frontage of the subdivision, 
you would also be up for sealing gravel 
roads ‘leading up to’ the subdivision. This is 
calculated at $212,000 per kilometre in LPP 
19 and does not guarantee that the Shire will 
carry out the reconstruction of the road.
 Should you be required to engage a 
private contractor, these costs could escalate 
considerably.
 These changes would mean the end of 
small subdivisions which might have minimal 
impact on traffic numbers. Perhaps Council 
can find a way to target large developments 
without destroying the subdivisional potential 
of individual landowners.
 Although the submissions for public 
comment have closed for these proposed 
changes, it might help to give your local 
Councillor a call to put your concerns to them 
prior to their final decision.
 There needs to be a distinction between 
large and small developments or these 
changes could cost individuals a lot of money. 
Let’s hope a fresh broom in the renewed 
administration can dust off these proposals 
and breathe new life into them.

Kim Angus

THE Bystander Effect is an interesting 
psychological phenomenon which means, if 
you are going to have a heart attack, do it in a 
room with one other person, not on the street 
with twenty. Why? Because we humans have 
a really bad habit when in groups of standing 
around waiting to see if somebody else is 
going to do something.
 So what does this have to do with local 
government? An awful lot really! 
 Every time something goes out for public 
comment, there is virtually no response. If 
you talk to people in the street they have 
quite passionate opinions on the subject, but 
it would appear they assume that someone 
else will say the same thing so why should 
they bother. 
 We are all in favour of democracy. We all 
believe that government should listen to us. 
But there’s one snag: in order for government 
to listen to us, we have to actually make our 
opinions known in a way that goes on record. 
 It’s no good saying, “I did that once and 
it didn’t work so I won’t bother doing that 
again.” It doesn’t matter how many times you 
have had your say, it can’t hurt to say it again 
and the danger exists that, while you can’t be 
bothered, somebody with the exact opposite 
opinion will.
 Right now, three things are happening in the 
Shire that call for the public to participate.

• An extraordinary election.
• The Community Strategic Plan

The Bystander Effect and Local Government

• The Omnibus Scheme Amendment
 For the election, candidates are the first 
thing and, should there be more than one, 
people in the Central Ward need to turn up and 
cast their vote. I know that in the first round 
of Think 2050 a number of people said they 
wanted to see changes in Council. Well, here 
is the chance to make it happen.
 The Community Strategic Plan, Think 
2050, has moved on to Stage II. The ideas 
from Stage I have been collated and, to some 
extent, grouped, and now form the basis of 
the current Priority Setting Web Survey. What 
is being looked for here is, “What does the 
community think is most important from the 
whole range of ideas put forward? Which 
way should we be heading?” It’s rankings, 
it’s scale responses, it’s easy and it will take 
you maybe ten minutes online at tinyurl. com/
toodyay-csp-2 
 The Omnibus Scheme Amendment is 
just coming out for public comment. This 
is a review of several sections of the main 
planning document for the Shire and therefore 
affects what you can do on your block of land. 
You might support the proposed changes, 
you might hate them and you might think 
something else needs changing. Whatever the 
case, the Shire wants to know and it wants to 
know in writing.
 If you want to be a bystander, don’t 
complain if you don’t like the result but, if you 
believe in participatory democracy, there’s 
three things you can do to give it a kick along.
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DEAN BUTLER

Angela and Mel Fox

FOR those of you who played a part in 
the build up to Katie entering the Ride To 
Conquer Cancer in Brisbane, here is the final 
part of the story.
 We arrived over in Brisbane on Wednesday 
morning and were met by Katie at the airport. 
We were all getting very excited now as the 
ride was only days away. 
 She still wasn’t happy on her new bike and 
had made up her mind that she was going to 
go on her old bike. She had been training 
on the new one at the bike centre all the 
while but was very unsure of it on the road. 
However, after some gentle persuasion from 
us both that night and a few practice goes 
round the block she felt a lot more confident, 
though, at this stage, still not confident 
enough to ride it on the day. So we accepted 
that as her safety was the most important 
thing. She then gave it a lot of thought and 
the next day said she had changed her mind 
and felt she would now do the ride on it after 
all. I was scared though as I knew how much 
she had struggled with it.
 So off we went to the bike shop to get the 
last minute things for it fitted: another drink 
holder and a bell! All these things were all 
done for the other bike plus a service but she 
was now really set on going on the new bike, 
as she said it was all in her mind. For those 
who don’t know Katie, she is 6ft (1.8cm) tall 
and she felt as if her nose was very near the 
road. So, after a few minor adjustments, the 
bike was all ready for the ride.
 On the Friday night she took her bike 
and her sleeping bag and overnight stuff to 
Queensland University where the ride was 
starting from. There were hundreds of people 
there and hundreds of bikes. Kate had teamed 
up with a man who was doing the ride on 
his own as was she, so it was great to know 
she had someone to go with. They took all 
their stuff to the overnight stopover place at 
Wivenhoe Dam in trucks that night, so it was 
all waiting for them when they arrived the 
next day.
 We had a very early night as we were up at 
5am on Saturday morning. After a cuppa and 
some cereal, off we went to the University. 
The atmosphere was amazing. Rio Tinto was 
the main sponsor and the organisation was 

fantastic: breakfast all on hand and everyone 
all fired up just waiting for the off. A few 
speeches were made. 
 They left at 6.50am. The sight was 
incredible; seeing about 1500 cyclists 
streaming away was wonderful. We followed 
them, albeit on a different route but caught 
up with them at the various stops. It was so 
exciting waiting for them to come along.
 We were so amazed to think that she had 
done the first day as she said that was the 
main thing: to get one day down and see 
how she felt the next day. After a shower and 
a meal and a very good evening there, she 
turned in. They had two-man tents all ready 
for all the cyclists, not that she is a camper 
and, after a night in a tent, definitely not 
ever going to be a camper either, she told 
us. Anyway she had breakfast with Tony, her 
riding companion, and they set off again at 
6.30am.
 We still really couldnt believe she had 
managed to do one day let alone the second 
one! We had a text message to say she was 
having a lunch stop – it was only 10.30 and 
only 36 more km to go! We went to one of 
the cheering sites and waved them through. 
It was so exciting! The next stop was the last 
one; only another 17km to go now.
 We followed the ride nearly all the way 
although they had to take a different route 
due to traffic restrictions. We found our 
way to the University but had, sadly, just 
missed them at the finish line as the place 
was buzzing with cars and parking was not 
easy. Anyway we soon met up with them; 
hugs and kisses and photos and more hugs 
and kisses.
 What an amazing achievement! They did 
231km in two days and Kate raised just under 
$3500 for the charity.
 So a big thank you to all of you who 
made this event so great and massive 
congratulations to Katie and all who did the 
ride.
 It just shows what you can do if you set 
your mind to something. To say we are proud 
of Katie would be an understatement. She 
hopes to keep on with her bike training once 
a week and no doubt will be riding around 
the river in Brisbane a lot. 
 Thank you again to all of you who helped 
raise the money for her.

Katie’s Ride Recipe Corner
Melting Moments

Desraé Clarke

THIS age-old recipe is still a great favourite 
and the little biscuits make a lovely gift or 
surprise when visiting. The ingredients of 
this recipe make, from 36 pieces, 18 double 
biscuits as the pieces are joined together with, 
preferably, orange or lemon frosting to relish 
the delicious tangy flavour. The recipe says a 
small teaspoonful and it is preferable to have 
just about a level teaspoonful. 
 If you wish to double the quantity of biscuits 
it is best to make two batches; the ingredients 
take a little patience to mix together. Because 
there is a large amount of butter (use butter in 
this recipe not cooking margarine) the cooking 
must be watched carefully as the biscuits can 
burn quickly.
 NB Expect to take a little time with making 
this recipe as it cannot be made quickly.
Ingredients:
125gm butter
1 tspn vanilla essence
2 tblspns icing sugar
¾ cup plain flour
¼ cup cornflour
Filling:
30gm butter
½ tspn vanilla essence
1 cup icing sugar
2 to 3 teaspoons orange or lemon juice
Extra icing sugar to sift over completed biscuits
Method:
Beat butter, essence and sifted icing sugar in a 
small bowl with a wooden spoon, until 
light and fluffy.
 Stir in sifted cornflour and plain flour, a little 
at a time, until the mixture is thoroughly mixed; 
this will take a little time and patience.
 Lay a piece of baking paper on the tray. Place 
small spoonfuls on the baking paper allowing 
area for the mixture to spread.
 Slightly flatten each biscuit with a large fork 
dipped in cold water before flattening 
the biscuit. If the fork is kept moist it makes 
the biscuit easier to flatten without the mixture 
sticking to the fork. 
 Bake in a very moderate oven (160°C) for 
about 10-15 minutes until lightly browned. 
 Watch the cooking carefully as these biscuits 
catch and burn easily. 
 Cool the biscuits on the tray.

Filling:
Soften the butter (but do not melt it), then 
thoroughly beat the butter, essence and icing 
sugar in a small bowl with a wooden spoon 
until light and fluffy.
 Add sufficient juice to make frosting easy to 
spread then beat the mixture with an electric 
beater (using the electric beater makes the icing 
smooth and creamy.)
 Join the biscuits together two at a time.
 Sprinkle the extra icing sugar over the 
finished biscuits.
 Store in an airtight container and refrigerate 
or freeze.
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IN THE AUGUST edition of The Toodyay 
Herald, the Shire asked residents to complete 
a survey on our priorities for the future. 
 I assumed that I had already done this 
survey, but was surprised to find that it was 
a new one and, in my opinion, far better 
and easier to complete. The result should 
give the Shire a clear idea of what is most 
important to our community, provided that 
most residents take part in the survey!
 Paper copies are available from the Shire 
Office, Visitors Centre and Library or follow 
the link on the Shire website.

Annette Muller

RECENTLY ONE OF our dogs, Grievous, 
passed away unexpectedly. I was home alone 
and needed help and help came.
 I would very much like to thank Berenice 
Robertson for organising me when I could 
not think straight and Dawn Haig for sitting 
with my other dog while her husband Charlie 
Haig came with me to the vets to drop 
Grievous’ remains off.
 I can’t express enough my gratitude to 
these three friends who dropped everything 
and came to help when I couldn’t help 
myself. In a stressful situation these people 
showed true friendship. 
 I would also like to thank Zoe and staff at 
Heartlands for their compassion and also Jan 
for her hugs.

Glynne and Allan Bartlett

Thank you to Toodyay 
I AM THE FOUNDER of the local Vinnies 
shop.
 The shop has been operating in Toodyay 
for 10 years. It has a delivery of stock each 
month so local people do not get tired of the 
same stock. There are ‘reduced’ racks out 
the front for $3 or less. All-in-all there are 
5 outside racks plus a shop full of ladies’, 
men’s and children’s clothes, a room full of 
linen and lots of pairs of curtains. In another 
room we have bric-a-brac and men’s and 
ladies’ shoes. 
 The shop is run by volunteers who work 
very hard to keep up the good standard of 
the St Vincent de Paul Society. 
 We all hope the shop will have another 
good ten years of service to offer the people 
of Toodyay. 
 Along with all the volunteers, I wish 
to thank all our customers for their great 
support over the years and we all shall keep 
the good service ongoing.

Jackie Irvine

To the Toodyay Branch of the CWA
THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY Singers Inc 
would like to thank you for your generous 
assistance which enabled the recent ‘Musical 
Memories’ show to take place. We certainly 
appreciated having the CWA Hall to rehearse 
in. The funds we raised from the ticket sales 
were donated to the Toodyay Men’s Shed, so 
in your generous donation you also assisted 
the Toodyay Men’s Shed. 
 The ‘Musical Memories’ Show on Saturday 
18 August 2012 was a wonderful opportunity 
for the Toodyay Community Singers to 
entertain the local community. It was said 
many times by the members of the singers 
over the weekend that we stepped out of our 
comfort zone, but we all thoroughly enjoyed 
our evening and the chance to share our love 
and joy of music. Your kindness enabled this 
to happen.
 Due to an error on the programme, the CWA 
credit was inadvertantly replaced with another. 
We do appreciate all the help and support you 
have given us and hope you will accept our 
apologies for this unintentional mistake.
 Yours Thankfully,

Jacqueline Lucas

MY NAME IS Samantha Douglas and on 11 
August I shaved my head for the Leukaemia 
Foundation. 
 The Leukaemia Foundation provides 
emotional and practical support for cancer 
patients and their families as well as 
investing money in vital research. When my 
Nan and my friend both beat cancer last year, 
I decided to raise money for this wonderful 
cause at my 21st.
 Everyone was invited to an afternoon 
tea at the town hall to watch me lose my 
locks. Many thanks go to Sal and Craig 
Bolger for supplying the food and drinks, 
the Wendouree staff for helping Sal with 

THIS LETTER IS to forewarn dog owners 
of two recent family dog deaths due to 
poisoning. 
 These deaths occurred on 30 and 31 July 
in the Timberden area, not far from the 
Fire Emergency water tank. Two very sad 
families witnessed each pet dog die an 
agonising death, seemingly due to strychnine 
poisoning. No notices about a baiting 
program were placed near where the baits 
were taken and the unburied baits lay very 
close to the firebreak residential fences. 
Neither dog had gone into Julimar forest and 
accessed 1080 baits. The dogs’ symptoms 
seemed to be those of strychnine poisoning, 
not those of 1080.
 DEC, the Department of Agriculture, local 
vet and the Toodyay Rangers have all been 
notified of the deaths and laying of illegal 
baits. If anyone can shed light on this horrific 
practice, kindly notify either Paul Manera 
(Dept. Ag) on 0429 203 327 or one of our 
local Toodyay Rangers. 
 When using any poison, we all need to 
think through the consequences of its use to 
the food chain before we even contemplate 
its use. For example many Boobooks, other 
owls and Tawny Frogmouths have died this 
year courtesy of our mouse and rat baiting 
programme.

Sarah Dudley

THE TOODYAY THEATRE Group presented 
an hilarious version of the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show in an interactive ‘Murder 
Mystery’ format at the Memorial Hall on 
Friday 10 August.
 Together with the Toodyay Women’s 
Hockey team who hosted the event, the 
Theatre Group put on a professional and 
entertaining show with a great atmosphere 
and tasty buffet. It was a quality night out 
in Toodyay where the audience was treated 
to some award winning performances with 
a particularly disturbing Riff Raff and 
tastefully camp Dr. Frank-N-Furter stealing 
the show. The audience was required to guess 
who killed Riff Raff for a generous prize 
and, for those who were inclined, there was 
an opportunity to display their dancing skills 
(or lack thereof) in a ‘Time Warp’ dance-off. 
 The Toodyay Women’s Hockey team would 
like to extend an enormous thank you to the 
Toodyay Theatre Group for the generous 
donation of all proceeds from the show and to 
the Freemason’s Hotel and Makit Hardware 
for their support of the event.

Toodyay Women’s Hockey Team

SIX MONTHS AGO my dear friend Gail told 
me about a concert to be held in Toodyay. Great 
excitement, lots of sewing and singing practice 
“Bring it on,” she said. 
 Well I decided to hop on a plane and hear/
see this spectacular event and get away from 
the COLD and WET Eastern State of Victoria. 
 What a great decision. I just cannot put 
into words what a fantastic night this was. 
I feel sorry for those who did not have the 
opportunity to attend. 
 To see a group of so called “amateurs” get up 
in front of 200+ people and perform as they did 
just blew me away. I was sorry to see it end. 
 The costumes and singers were great and the 
fact that they were all having fun while doing 
this was an added bonus. 
 To Trish and all the Toodyay Community 
Singers, I say a big “thank-you” for an 
absolutely wonderful concert. 
 How lucky is Toodyay to have a group such 
as this and “others” willing to help out on a 
night such as this for their community. 
 Rumour has it that there will be another show 
next year and I know one Flowerdalian who 
will try her utmost to attend. When I told some 
Flowerdale people that I was heading West to a 
concert they thought, “Yep, she’s odd; all that 
way for a concert!” But I know they would 
bust themselves to have a group like the TCS 
in Flowerdale. 
 Once again, Toodyay, thanks heaps for 
making me welcome and allowing me to take 
part in a fantastic community.

Trudie Goudge
Flowerdale, Victoria

Young shaver raises money for charity

the catering, my Mum and my boyfriend, 
‘Fish’ Salmond for organising a fantastic 
event and to everyone who came from near 
and far to cheer me on and to celebrate with 
me. It meant a lot and I had an amazing 21st 
birthday party. Thanks again go to ‘Fish’ for 
the buzz cut!
 My goal was to raise $1000. Thanks to 
Sal, the Toodyay Men’s Shed, Wendouree’s 
supportive customers and my friends and 
family, I’ve raised $3,018. Every cent of 
this goes to help a family going through an 
incredibly tough time. So again, thank you! 
You should all be proud of yourselves.

Samantha Douglas

A Breeze in Toodyay
WHAT A WELCOME breeze of renewal in 
Toodyay! Perhaps a sign of the times!
 Recently we noticed that the edges of the 
events board outside of town has been painted. 
Well done, Shire.
 Of greater note, there is a new, if small, 
information board in the parking area at 
Toodyay Road and Avon Drive. Again, well 
done, Shire.
 Of even greater note is the excavator tearing 
down the old Ray White’s building. What can 
we say except, “AT LAST!” Thank you to those 
who have had the commonsense to let progress 
happen.
 What may we now expect? I hesitate to 
ask: a swimming pool, recreation centre, a 
Men’s Shed premises, entry statements, more 
retirement homes, all the things that would 
make our town so much better? 
 I don’t ask for these things now, but let us plan 
for them to happen sooner rather than later.

Fred Fellowes

175th Anniversary 
Grand Parade DVD

Jenny Edgecombe
Archivist, Toodyay Historical Society

WE are proud to 
a n n o u n c e  t h a t 
a DVD of the 1 
October 2011 Grand 
Pa rade  t h rough 
Toodyay is  now 
available from the 
Toodyay Historical 
Society. 
 The Grand Parade 
was a major event 
i n  T o o d y a y ’ s 
celebration of 175 
years. It featured 
mainly local people and local organisations, 
celebrating all that is good about this 
vibrant community. The parade moved 
from the Community Centre along Stirling 
Terrace and over the Newcastle Bridge 
to the Toodyay Showground for further 
celebrations, including the cutting of a 175th 
Anniversary Cake. 
 Like the parade, the movie was made by 
local people for local people and supporters. 
It is based on amateur hand-held video 
footage filmed near the official stand to 
capture parts of the commentary by local 
MLA Grant Woodhams as the parade passed 
by. The film is supplemented by photographs 
taken throughout the parade and at the 
subsequent celebrations at the Toodyay 
Show Grounds.
 We are pleased to announce that free 
copies have been presented to individuals 
and organisations involved in the Parade, 
due to the sponsorship of the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre. Copies will 
soon be available for purchase at $10 per 
copy. Contact Beth Frayne on 9574 5971 or  
email toobide4@iinet.net.au) for details. 
DVD details: Filming: Jenny Edgecombe; 
Photography: Beth Frayne & Joe Edgecombe; 
Soundtrack: The school song, ‘This is 
Toodyay’ appeared on a cassette produced by 
singer in residence Jonathan Cope with the 
Toodyay District High School Choir, Donna 
Marwick and Anne Andrews, as part of the 
recovery process following the 1993 school 
fire. Used with permission of the Toodyay 
District High School. Production: The 
Toodyay Historical Society in association 
with the Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre.
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OPEN DAY

For further information please contact the Registrar on 9576 5500 or visit the website at
www.cacbindoon.wa.edu.au

Saturday 15th September, 2012 -10.00 am - 3.00 pm

  engaging our students

The Principal, Staff and Students invite you to

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Claire on 0407 086 156 
Bob Davey R/E on 9622 8499 

www.askbob.com.au 

TOODYAY AUCTIONS 
79 Parkland Drive Julimar 

Sat 22nd September 
On Site 11am 

Home Open 1st & 8th September 11am 
PRIVATE BUSH RETREAT 
O/P 3x2 H/Plank & Iron on 4.06 Ha, 
R/System, Massive Patio, Garage & 

Rainwater Tank 
___________________________________ 

9 Drummond Street 
Sat 22nd September 

On Site 12.30pm 
Home Open 1st & 8th September 12pm 

OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE 
Walk to town O/Looking town F/Iron 2x1 

1,000m2 block, shed with power, 
Scheme water 

RICHARD REYNOLDS
SOLICITOR

Wills prepared in your home $200
Two in one family $350

Legal advice on property problems, 
deceased estates, 

enduring powers of attorney
and enduring powers of guardianship.

Visiting Toodyay twice monthly

phone: 9304 6658 
mobile: 0433 806 888 

email: reynoldsr@iinet.net.au

AUSTRALIA’S most successful tarmac 
rally combination, Jim Richards and 
Barry Oliver, claimed their second Quit 
Targa West victory in Perth on Sunday 
19 August.
 The Porsche GT2 pair finished with a 
minute in hand after dominating the event 
in their Competition-Modern category over 
four days, 29 stages and 212 kilometres of 
competition on closed public roads around 
the West Australian capital, including 
Toodyay.
 “We haven’t had a win for a while, so it’s 
good to get one here,” he said. “The car 
was great. We didn’t even open the bonnet 
or change the tyres.”
 Quit Targa West finished with its regular 
sprint beside the Swan River.
 Tol ley Chal l is  and Greg Flood 
claimed their second straight win in the 
Competition-Classic category for their 
1974 Porsche 911 RS.
 In contrast to Challis, the winners of 
the speed-restricted Challenge-Modern 
category overcame a complete lack of rally 
experience.
 Father and son team, Bruce and Max 
Lake, won Challenge-Classic for the 
second year in their 1973 Datsun 240Z.
 The rally ended prematurely for the 
local crew of David Heaton and David 
Bobowski, who rolled their Mitsubishi 
Lancer spectacularly after they crossed 
the finish line on the Coondle Highlands 
1 stage. Neither was hurt.

RESULTS
Competition-Modern
1 Richards/Oliver (Porsche GT2 RS)
2 Lister/Lister (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 6)
3 Esterbauer/Tan (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 10)

Competition-Classic
1 Challis/Flood (Porsche 911 RS)
2 Moltoni/de Boer (Porsche 911 RS)
3 Moir/Moir (Datsun 240Z)

Challenge-Modern
1 Wilkinson/Edgar (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 7)
2 Vlad/Vlad (Ford Fiesta ST)
3 Payne/Lunsmann (Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 7)

Challenge-Classic
1 Lake/Lake (Datsun 240Z)
2 Buys/Aksamija (Porsche 911)
3 Thompson/Thompson (Porsche 911 RS)

Targa West

Winners, Jim Richards and Barry Oliver

7th overall in the Competition - Classic, 
Slater /Harbron’s 1967 Porsche 911. 

Photo: Wayne Weaver

The Ford GT40 of Peter Swinburne/Graham 
Billington

Car 65, Kim Stewart / Karen Tatnell. A 1965 
Ford Mustang GT350. Photo: Wayne Weaver

Avon Descent
Grant Scobie

THE 40th Annual Avon Descent was, despite 
low water levels, a huge success.
 Rain at the last gasp meant that the levels 
were higher than in 2012 when competitors 
were required to portage for long periods 
over rocks.
 Winners in the elite 10hp sports dinghy 
class, Ian Williamson and son, Todd, were 
thankful for the late rain. Even so, the race 

was really challenging for all.
 In the 10hp standard class, Michael Prosser, 
after nine years overseas, and new partner, 
Andrew Hall, won by over 15 minutes.
 The racing in the double kayak paddle class 
was won by race favourites, Hank McGregor 
and Grant van der Walt. The first women’s 
team to cross the finish line in the double 
kayak were Hilary Pitchford and Abigail 
Adie.
 Organisers were thrilled with the results 
with few withdrawals and only one injury 
to mar the race. Times were good, if not 
record-breaking.

Avon Descent action. Photo: Wayne Weaver

Photo: Wayne Weaver

Photo: Shelley Butler



Extracts on Avon Garden Supplies
10 Tannin Place, Industrial Extracts (off Northam Road via Nardie Drive)

ABN 57840153816

LARGE SUPPLY OF CEMENT PRODUCTS - 
Pavers, Kerbs, Concrete Slabs, Planters, Limestone Blocks PLUS MORE (all at compentitive prices.) 
Can take orders for other products. We also have used Star Pickets and Plough Discs.

Soils - Compost, Mulch, Top Soil, Yellow and White Sand, Metal Dust, Road Base, Sawdust

Pressure Pipe - Large Quantity, 6m lengths, 40mm and 50mm

Firewood - Top Quality DRY Split Jarrah - Bags also available

Recycling - We will also buy all your old scrap metals - Aluminium Cans, Aluminium, Copper, 
Batteries, Old car bodies Free pick up

Phone Charlie or Marion - 9574 2987 Mobile 0439 842 987 0438 412 324

Stephanie Slater and Kristee Jolly

DESPITE the low water levels and a rather 
dubious start to the day weather-wise, this 
year’s Toodyay International Food Festival 
proved to be a resounding success.
 With over 30 food stalls featuring a 
tantalising array of international cuisines, 
along with a diverse range of entertainment 
both on the main stage and in Duidgee 
Park, festival goers of all ages were kept 
entertained throughout the day.  
 The Toodyay Irish Dancers kicked off the 
day with a spectacular display of Toodyay’s 
local talent. Outback Paddy proved to be 
a hit with the crowd – not only for his 
musical ability but also his wonderful sense 
of humour. The main street and festival 
were brought to life by the drumming beats 
provided by the Sambanistas, creating a 
fantastic atmosphere throughout the town. 

Manawa Mai Tawhiti was one of the most 
popular acts of the day, providing the 
audience with a performance inspired by 
traditional Maori culture.

 As lunchtime rolled in, so did the people 
from the Chung Wah Association, daring the 
audience to participate in their Chicken Feet 
Eating Competition. With much hesitation 
from the crowd, a few members from 
Manawa returned to the stage with brave 
faces. The Chicken Feet Eating Competition 
provided many laughs for the audience and 
one winner walking away reassuring them 
that chicken feet are actually “finger-licking 
good!”

 When Matt Gresham took to the stage the 

audience immediately became mesmerised 
by his amazing voice. Covering songs such 
as ‘Lonely Boy’ by the Black Keys and ‘No 
Woman No Cry’ by Bob Marley, as well as 
playing a few of his own original tracks, the 
crowd was in awe of Matt’s talent. This was 
evident when he appeared on Episode 3 of 
Channel 7’s X Factor weeks after the event, 
making it through to the next round of X 
Factor 2012.

 As time ticked on, the crowd waited 
anxiously for the next performance – The 
Bad Piper. Unfortunately, in his ventures 
to Toodyay, Cam McAzie (aka The Bad 
Piper), broke down at the bottom of Red 
Hill, causing event staff to be left panicking! 
After a quick trip to the bottom of the hill 
and back, organisers had Cam on stage and 
he was definitely an act worth waiting for. 
Whilst pumping the crowd up with his rock 
and roll hits from bands such as ACDC, he 
also provided quite the comedy act and had 
the ladies giggling with every hip thrust he 
performed.

 Down in Duidgee Park a ‘Chill Out Tent’ 
was provided for the teenagers, allowing 
them to kick back in comfy couches, listen to 
their favourite music and watch the awesome 
display provided by the Freestyle Now BMX 
Stunt Squad. The Stunt Show proved to be a 
hit with the teens, as they watched on amazed 
by the back flips, no-handers and superman 
seat grabs.
 For the littlies there was the Drippy Dragon 
Puppet Show and Mr Jim’s Magic Show 

2012 Toodyay International Food Festival

Matt Gresham with Kristee Jolly

which proved to be a hit with not only young 
children but mums and dads too. The face 
painting was always in demand with long 
queues along with balloon twisting, Bouncy 
Castle and Gladiator Duel.
 Apart from the occasional showers, the 
only downside to the festival was the number 
of dogs on site. We would like to remind 
patrons for next year that this festival is a 
‘food festival’ and, for health reasons, dogs 
are not permitted. 
 We would sincerely like to thank our 
sponsors, without whom the day would not 
have been possible:

Lotterywest
Mobile Concrete Services
Toodyay & Districts Community  
  Bank - Bendigo Bank
Road Safety Council & WALGA
Water Corporation
Toodyay Op Shop
Wizard Entertainment
Freemasons Hotel
Toodyay Hardware and Farm
Toodyay Chemmart Pharmacy
Toodyay Emporium
Toodyay Dental Clinic

All photographs by Kristee Jolly

Page 6. THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2012



 THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2012 Page 7.

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

by Gemma

VOLUNTEER IN YOUR COMMUNITY! 

want to protect the environment?
Toodyay Friends of the River
Greg Warburton - 9574 5445

are you a passionate writer?
Toodyay Herald

Grant Scobie - 9574 2106

do you love the limelight?
Toodyay Theatre Group

Dave Mitchell - 0400 283 425 

are you an animal lover?
SAFE Avon Valley

Gloria Robinson - 0408 909 356

interested in emergency services?
Volunteer Bushfire Brigades
Alan Knapp - 0427 388 535

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



education
First Steps 
Playgroup

Toodyay Montessori 

Naomi Gillett 

WELCOME back to everyone. We extend 
a warm welcome to Dimity and Astrid who 
have recently joined our playgroup. We also 
send our thoughts and prayers to Bronwyn, 
Todd and family. 

 A big thank you to everyone who supported 
our wood raffle on 11August. It was a huge 
success and the lucky ticket was won by 
Mick who generously donated the wood to 
the Victoria Hotel. 
 Our Playgroup Co-ordinator, Paula, has 
been attending Montessori Workshops over 
the past two months and is introducing 
new activities which the children are 
enjoying. The Montessori Method of 
education develops a child’s concentration, 

co-ordination and independence. Practical 
life activities are a big hit with the children 
and a chance to show off the skills that they 
have learnt. 

 We all enjoy exercise time which is a great 
way to get warm in winter and develop 
our co-ordination skills. Free time is an 
important part of our playgroup. The children 
enjoy the social time together. We encourage 
all family members to come and enjoy our 

Little Rascals
THE children at Little Rascals Child Care 
had some very cute and cuddly visitors 
during July with Mike and his farm animals 
from ‘Farmyard on Wheels’ visiting.

 There were baby chicks, ducks, lambs and 
goats for the children to feed along with 
‘Angus’ the Alpaca and ‘Elmo’ the pony. 
 The children had a fantastic day, as did the 
parents.

 August was also a very busy month with a 
grandparents’ morning tea, a visit from Izzy 
the Lizard and a Mini Olympics. These are 
just some examples of the great activities 
enjoyed by the children each month. 
 If you would like your child to enjoy 
interactions with other children and have 
time for yourself give Coral a call on  
9574 2922.

Toodyay Kindergym
Claire Moore

HOW the year is flying by! We have just started 
Term 3 for the year at Kindergym and, even 
though the weather has made us all want to 
snuggle up in bed, we hope to see lots of our 

Music
Contemporary acoustic rock 
with some lovely ballads 
and old hymns thrown in.
Sunday School
Three classes, 6-9 yr olds, 9-12 
yr olds, 12-15 yr olds. Creche 
for under school-aged kids.
Youth
Every Friday night at our place 
“The Factory”. Ages 13-21.
Ladies 
Bible studies and fellowship.
Mens
Groups, short term studies.

Toodyay YouthCARE 
Council
(Chaplaincy)

Vivienne Freeman 
Secretary

AT our last YouthCARE Council meeting on 
1 August, we had a visit from the Ministry 
Liaison Officer at YouthCARE, Mr Stephen 
Larkin. He presented a short video on 
‘Telling the YouthCARE story – why it 
matters’. Their three core values are respect, 
compassion and service. This philosophy is 
our Chaplain, Benn Gladden’s aim when 
interacting with the students and school 
community. Individuals really do matter. 
We all contribute to our community in one 
way or another. 
 Congratulations to those students who 
were involved with World Vision 40 Hour 
Famine. It was a great achievement. It is so 
good for us as individuals to stop and think 
about many millions throughout our world 
who actually do struggle to find their next 
meal and shelter for the night.
 We will be holding a street stall on Friday 
28 September and Saturday 29 September 
outside the old IGA building. On the Friday 
we will be selling the raffle tickets and then 
on the Saturday, there will also be pre-loved 
goods, plants, cakes, biscuits, slices etc. We 
really appreciate any contributions. All funds 
go towards our School Chaplaincy Fund.
 Hope to see you there!

warm and inviting atmosphere. 
 Montessori is for parents who want to 
learn alongside their children to encourage 
independence through child-initiated play. 
We take children from birth to four years of 
age. 
 Sessions are run during the school term, 
every Monday from 9.30am – 11.30am at 
the Toodyay Community Centre Playgroup 
Room. Come and observe; your first session 
is free. 
 F o r  a n y  e n q u i r i e s ,  e m a i l 
toodyaymontessori@hotmail.com or phone 
Paula on 0447 019 447.

regular members and also some new faces 
venturing out on a Friday morning at 9.30am 
to let the kids burn off some energy on our 
exciting and sometimes challenging circuit. 

 We finished off last term with a fantastic 
outing to Duidgee Park, Toodyay. We all 
arrived at 9.30am and boarded the miniature 
train. The big and little kids got to have as many 
rides as they liked in the hour that we hired 
the train for. After our train rides we fuelled 
up with some yummy morning tea. The kids 
then collected their Nature Play bags, kindly 
donated by Playgroup WA and set off down the 
walking trail beside the Avon River. 

 We started through the white archway just 
past the miniature train and went searching with 
our magnifying glasses for some interesting 
plants and wildlife. The kids were smiling and 
laughing the whole way and, with all the ups 
and downs of the path, it was a bit like our 
Kindergym circuit. When we arrived back at 
the park it was time to go home with everyone 
exhausted from all the walking and excitement 
of the day. 
 We would like to thank everyone involved 
in the running of the miniature railway for 
coming out on a such a cool morning to give 

our kids a fun time on the train. We’d also like 
to thank Playgroup WA for the kind donation 

of Nature Play bags so that each child had their 
own bag with a magnifying glass and tweezers 
to examine their finds on the walk. 
 This term started on 27 July and runs for 
10 weeks with our last day another exciting 
outing. We are located in the Pavillion at the 
Toodyay oval from 9.30am – 10.30am every 
Friday during the school term. Just come down 
on the day or, if you have any queries, contact 
Claire on 9574 4529.

Baroque Concert - 
Preview

Naomi Millett

FOLLOWING the success of its late 2011 
rural visit and Northam concert, the Recorder 
and Early Music Society of WA will return to 
the recently restored Northam Town Hall on 
Friday 28 September at 7.30pm for a recital 
entitled ‘Grief and Joy - Emotions in the Music 
of the 18th Century’. 
 According to publicist (and harpsichord/
organ player), Michael Brett, this event will 
open the Society’s annual residential workshop 
at Muresk during the Queen’s Birthday 
weekend.  
 Performing on period instruments - a 
rare treat for West Australian audiences - 
the ensemble members will present music 
by JS Bach, GP Telemann and the lesser 
known but by no means inconsequential, 
J Romhild.
 Musicians appearing include: Sally Boud 
and Elliot O’Brien (baroque violas), Clare 
Tunney (baroque cello), Melbourne teacher 
and performer, Ruth Wilkinson (recorder 
and violone), Brisbane musicologist and 
performer, Samantha Owens (baroque oboe), 
Melbourne artists, Simon Rickard (baroque 
bassoon) and Stephen Grant (bass/baritone) 
and international specialists, Georg Corall 
(recorder and oboe) and Cynthia O’Brien 
(baroque violin).
 Tickets at $35/$20 are available online 
at www.trybooking.com/30570 or phone  
9574 2282. Door sales ($40) will also be 
available.

Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566

PHONE/FAX 9574 2922

0-12 YEARS -
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL

Page 8. THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2012

http://www.trybooking.com/30570


 THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2012 Page 9.

emergency services

Continued on Page 10

TO ANYONE WHO KNOWS 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF THESE TWO BOYS

on 801 Julimar Rd Toodyay

Please contact
Toodyay Police or Crimestoppers

9574 9555
1800 333 000

Reward offered

Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Alison Wroth

WELL another month just seems to have 
flown by and thankfully the rain has come 
at last! Although the rainfall (which we are 
very grateful for) is keeping that pasture and 
those crops growing, it has also promoted 
the growth of those grasses and weeds along 
the firebreaks. Now is the time to consider 
starting to spray those firebreaks and getting 
them in order around your property. Cleaning 
up around your home by raking leaves and 
cleaning those gutters is also recommended to 
prepare for what will be an above average fire 
danger during the coming summer months.
 Preparing to be ready for all possible 
bushfires is very important for all country 
residents. A Bushfire Ready training course 
which will promote strategies and an 
awareness of bushfire in your area, will 
be held on 22 September. If any brigade 
members have an interest in networking with 
Bushfire Ready facilitators, please contact the 
Secretary for further information.
 In early spring, there will be Heavy Vehicle 
Driver training with DEC. The training will 
take place in the Avon Valley National Park 
and will probably be held on a weekday. Keep 
your ears open for further information on this 
training. Any skills that our brigade members 
can acquire are a benefit to both the volunteer 
and their brigade.
 For those who were present at the Fireplace 
on Friday 17 August, you will know that we 
invited our departing Senior Ranger, Paul 
Postma around for social drinks and a bit 
of back slapping! It was great to catch up 
with Paul and he will be sadly missed by the 
members of our Brigade. He will be applying 
his firefighting knowledge and various skills 
(which secretly ranged from trapping snakes 
in St Stephens Church to yarding wild cows) 
over in the Gingin Shire when he takes on his 
new position after a couple of weeks break. 
Good luck and congratulations Paul, someone 
has definitely got big shoes to fill!
 Preparation for our Julimar Christmas Stall 
is well under way with the Chrissie Hamper 
and cooking list giving people ideas of 
what to cook and freeze, so it’s not so time 
consuming when December rocks around! 
Our fantastic Chairman, Brian, is donating 
a leg of ham to the raffle as well as cooking 
various loaves of bread – that’s really leading 
the way men; get to it. It’s not ONLY women 
who can cook you know! 
 By the way, regarding recruitment, Wade 
has offered to pose for the recruitment posters 
in his Mr Strong pyjamas with the heading 
of “Join the Julimar Brigade and become a 
REAL man”. However, if the Recruitment 
Officer (Peter..that’s you..!? Remember that 
meeting you didn’t go to??) is in agreement, 

Police Beat
Sgt Geoff Dickson
OIC, Toodyay Police

It is with some concern that recent behaviour of 
various individuals at Duidgee Park continues 
to consume the time of your local Police. 
 Since the beginning of August 2012, 
offenders have set fire to various items in the 
park and its facilities. Luckily, no structural 
loss has been suffered; however, the risk to our 
community facilities is very real. As a result of 
strong partnerships with the Shire of Toodyay 
through their community CCTV network, 
persons of interest have been identified and 
prosecuted. One juvenile has been arrested and 
will be attending the Northam Children’s Court 
in September 2012 on a charge of Criminal 
Damage by Fire - commonly referred to as 
Arson.
 Further inquiries are being conducted by 
your local Police supported by Wheatbelt 

Brian R has also offered to pose in his fishnets 
straight from the Rocky Horror Picture Show 
with the same heading! Good humour like 
this definitely keeps the morale strong!
 Thanks must go to all those brigade 
members who participated as crews in the 
recent Quit TARGA West Rally which was 
a real blast and very beneficial to the town, 
bringing many tourists and rally followers as 
well as the race participants to our great town 
in droves supporting the local businesses! 
Fantastic weekend, TARGA; we’ll see you 
next year!

 A couple of weeks ago, we celebrated Anne 
Kidd’s 70th birthday as well as Anne and 
Lou’s wedding anniversary! Congratulations 
Anne and well done to the both of you for 
lasting this long! 
 Once again we will see in the end of August 
on Friday night at The Fireplace. If you are 
yet to experience our wonderful ‘family’ 
brigade, please come down around 5pm 
for any information you require regarding 
summer fire preparation or if you just want 
to meet some community members from your 
own section of bush! We look forward to 
seeing you around the fire; Rod should have 
it well and truly stoked up by then!
 ’Til next time at The Fireplace...

Grant, Jeff, Lou, Tam and Chris, our team 
at Targa West

Detectives and I hope that, in the near future, 
further prosecutions will follow in relation to 
arson activity at the park.
 Whilst talking about fire in our community, 
in the past weeks we have been experiencing 
a number of small fires in the sub-divisions 
that are of suspicious origin. I ask you all 
to be vigilant and be on the lookout for 
suspicious vehicles parked on the side of 
the road or people walking at strange times 
of the day or night or in strange locations. 
Keep a small notepad and pen in your car 
and, if you see a vehicle, jot down the colour, 
make, model and registration number along 
with date, time and location. With people we 
are looking for clothing descriptions, height, 
distinctive features, etc. You never know if 
this information could be a small piece of the 
jigsaw that police are chasing to solve arson 
in our community.
 Speeding in a motor vehicle or on a motor 
cycle is a sure-fire way to draw the attention 
of your local police. I recently broadcasted 
an eWatch bulletin discussing my personal 
observations of cars and motorbikes speeding 
through the main street of Toodyay, which is 
a 40 kilometre per hour speed zone, with 50 
and 60 kilometre per hour lead-in zones. Most 
of these vehicles are speeding late at night or 
early in the morning.
 Often you will hear police referring to the 
Hoon Laws that were introduced to target 
hoons on our streets and their unsafe driving 
behaviour.

 One hoon offence is Exceeding a Speed 
Limit by more than 41 kilometres per hour. An 
example of how the ordinary mum or dad can 
suddenly become a hoon is speeding through 
the 40 kilometre per hour zone on Stirling 
Terrace and being clocked on police speed 
detection systems, at 81 kilometres per hour 
or more.
 For some people, 81 in the main street is a 
common occurrence.
 If my staff or I - or any police officer for that 
matter - catches you driving at 41 kilometres 
per hour or more over the speed limit we will: 
1) Seize your motor vehicle on the side of the 
road for 28 days or more; and, 2) prosecute 
you for at least Dangerous Driving or even 
Reckless Driving – a hoon offence.
 Hoon driving is not dealt with by an 
infringement notice. You will face a magistrate 
to explain your behaviour. 
 I am hoping that, by warning you all of our 
impending presence on Stirling Terrace in the 
near future, you may change your behaviour 
if you are one of the people that I am referring 
to, a person who shows a blatant disregard for 
the speed limit in the main street and the safety 
of our community.
 I have received heaps of positive feedback 
from Shire residents who subscribe to the 
Toodyay Police Community eWatch. The 
eWatch is a simple email distribution group 
that I, as the Officer in Charge of Toodyay 
Police Station, use to directly communicate 
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Continued from Page 9
with you via email in your home, on your 
mobile phone, ipad, computer, etc. Email is 
a powerful communication link between you 
and your local police and I use it to inform the 
community of current crime trends, community 
issues and requests for assistance. The eWatch 
is free and simple to join. Simply send an email 
to Toodyay.Crime.Ewatch@police.wa.gov.
au with your contact details requesting to be 
added to the distribution group. You can opt 
out at any time if you move from the area.
 Remember, you can contact your local Police 
at the Toodyay Police Station directly on 9574 
9555 or via the eWatch email address. I remind 
you all that rewards are offered for provision 
of information that leads to the conviction 
of an Arsonist - so be vigilant and help your 
local police. Calls to your local police or 
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 will be treated 
confidentially.

Toodyay Central 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Debbie Welch

HI Folks.
 It gave Brian Wood and members of the 
Brigade very great pleasure to present Mike 
McKeon with the ‘2011/2012 Fireman of the 
Year Award’ in recognition for his dedication 
and support of his brigade. Although still very 
much in the workforce, Mike was ever ready to 
attend a call-out to fulfil his commitment to the 
community. CONGRATULATIONS, MIKE!
 Preparations should be underway for the 
up and coming fire season but you still have 
time til the end of September to do your ‘burn 
offs’. As of 1 October, all fires MUST BE 
BY PERMIT ONLY. Our crews will also be 
out and about undertaking hazard reduction 
burns in the district. If you require advice or 
assistance please feel free to give Captain/
FCO, Kevin Hug, or FCO, Wayne Clarke, a 
call
 There have been some suspicious fires in 

and around the town and our Shire. If you see 
anything or anyone acting suspiciously, please 
obtain as many details as you can and contact 
the police on 9574 9555 or Chrimestoppers on 
1800 333 000 ASAP!
 Now is also a good time to organise 
contractors for the maintenance of your fire 
breaks. Debris and over-hanging tree branches, 
etc, must be cleared away because, in the event 
of a fire, we need to be able to get our vehicles 
around safely.
 Would Central’s fire crew members please 
check all their PPE Gear and order anything 
that needs to be replaced, as soon as possible, 
by contacting Captain, Kevin.
Training
 The next two sessions will be on Wednesday 
19 September at 7pm and  
Sunday 23 September at 10am.
 The next General Meeting of the Brigade will 
be held on Tuesday 25 September commencing 
7.30pm at the Fire and Emergency Services 
Centre. New members are made very welcome 
– please come along to the above training dates 
or the next meeting before the commencement 
of the fire season. Enquiries may be made 
to Captain, Kevin Hug, on 9574 2612, or 
Secretary, Wayne Clarke, on 6364 3609.
 Take care out there and remember “C’mon 
guys, get fire wise.”

St John Ambulance
Toodyay and Districts Sub 

Centre

Kerry Fletcher

TWO long serving members of the Toodyay 
and Districts sub centre have had their 
dedication to the St John Ambulance Volunteer 
Service formally recognised by The Most 
Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of 
Jerusalem. Congratulations to Daphne Lee 
and Lyn Somers who were each admitted as 
a Member of the Commandery – formerly 
known as Serving Sisters to the Order. 
Together they have given more than 50 
years of ambulance service to their local 
communities, and continue to be active 

officers. Lyn and Daphne also give their time 
to a range of other community groups in a 
volunteer capacity. It is an honour to be able 
to work along-side such capable and dedicated 
officers. Thank you Lyn and Daphne!
 July was a little quieter for ambulance 
requirements in Toodyay and Districts with a 
total of 32 callouts for the month; however, 
volunteer training and event attendance have 
been hectic. Congratulations to six of our 
crew who have upgraded their qualifications, 
completing their Primary Ambulance Care 
course. This course is spread over eight 
weekends and the time volunteered by 
participants to complete the course is much 
appreciated. These valuable people are already 
regulars on the roster as drivers but are now 
able to attend to patients in the back of the 
ambulance. Additionally, at the end of June, 
nine of our crew upgraded to or re-accredited 
their Advanced Ambulance Care. Refresher 
courses, skills nights and ongoing training 
are provided on a regular basis to all our 
volunteers to ensure skill levels are maintained 
and the most current treatment available is 
provided to any of our patients.
 Raffle tickets for our biggest fundraiser of 
the year – the BIG raffle - are available from 
Sandy at Toodyay Hair Studio. Drop in and see 
the prize – it really is worth a ticket or two!
 A Flexible Learning First Aid Course 
is being held on Sunday 16 September in 
Toodyay. This is the last First Aid Course 
scheduled for Toodyay this year, so book 
early. Please contact Jenny Willgoss at LJ 
Hooker on 9574 2455 or a/h on 9574 2412 
for registration, payment and to obtain a self 
learning pack. You are required to undertake 
some self learning prior to attending an all 
day session on the 16th. The recent flexible 
learning course conducted in Goomalling on 
19 August saw participants from Goomalling, 
Wongan Hills, Bolgart and Toodyay obtain 
their certificate.
 Please don’t hesitate to contact the Sub 
Centre if you have any queries regarding St 
John Ambulance Benefit Fund membership, or 
if you are interested in becoming a volunteer. 
Drop in to the Toodyay and Districts Sub 
Centre,  Rear 120 Stirling Tce, Toodyay, 
phone 9574 5126, email sjatoodyay@bigpond.
com or call our mobile on 0458 950 323.

Coondle Nunile 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Colin Blanchett

WOW, what a busy month we have had. 
 Firstly there was the Avon Descent and 
our wood raffle in town. The crews were out 
at Cobbler Pool over that weekend to keep 
everything in order there. Then we had our 
busy bee at the shed and then, finally, we had 
the Targa West Rally.
 So here we go again, another month down 
and closer to the fire season. We now need 
to be getting our properties prepared for 
summer and burning those piles of leaves and 
branches. However, remember that the grass 
may be green but, with the lack of rain, the 
bush is still dry. So make sure you burn away 
from the scrub and have your water on hand 
as we have had two calls to trees and scrub 
fires over the weekend. Remember we only 
have one month of unrestricted burning so do 
it now while you still can.
 With our busy bee around the shed, we 
managed to give our heavy tanker a bit of a 
tidy up with some paint and new high visible 
stickers. The pump has also been worked on 
so she looks like new again. Thanks to those 
who turned up and helped with the cleanup of 
the area and the vehicles and an extra thanks 
to Merv who graded the drive and Corry who 
used his bobcat to clean up around trees 
 As mentioned earlier, we finished up the 
month with the Targa West Rally where we 
had a unit on each of the two stages for the 
day in the Coondle area so training was put 
on hold for the month but we will be back into 
it next month.
 If you feel you could help out as a fire 
fighter, come down to our shed on a Friday 
from 5pm onwards to meet with some 
members who are there for vehicle check 
and familiarising of the fire units. Training 
will be organised for those new people who 
would like to “give it a go” so hopefully we 
will see you there.
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emergency services
Mick Rogers

G’DAY once again.
 Well, we have been out and about again 
and will have had our final bush fire forum 
by the time this goes to print. We have to 
wind down our operations as we are all 
volunteer fire fighters and, with hazard 
reduction burns about to crank up for the 
spring, we don’t have time to do both. 
However, if anyone needs information 
about Bush Fire Ready or what we are 
about, feel free to give us a call. We are 
always willing to help with any fire 
information or, if you’re not sure if your 
property is up to scratch, we can can help 
there as well. 
 l was listening to ABC radio and they 
were talking about fire risk in the South 

Desraé Clarke

RECEIVING ‘scams’ is becoming common 
place but what if the call for help was 
genuine? Be a detective and here are two 
examples:

1) During the week of 13 August an email 
arrived, obviously received by many 
other Toodyay-ites, that a friend  who 
had left the district was ‘mugged in 
Madrid and had passport, money and 
identification stolen – could money be 
urgently sent through Western  Union 
as the person cannot leave the hotel till 
the account has been paid’.
 Firstly, check the person (by phone), 
relatives, friends, place of employment, 
etc. 
 Because there has been so much 
publicity re the use of Western Union’s 
name in this type of problem an alarm 
bell rang.
 The person concerned is a professional 
and the grammar in the email was well 
below standard.

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULL VEHICLE check over
SERVICING passenger and 4WD

Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS

Service
12 point check - $169 Oil and Filter Inc.

Small/Medium Cars

FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard

MOBILE 0418 949 898

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1   STOP SHOP 9574 2335

Email tjauto@bigpond.com

Registered repairer
MRB 513

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old

FAX 9574 5267

 O u r  f r i e n d ’s  c o m p u t e r  w a s 
compromised for some time!

2) A similar email was received in Perth 
by a friend but her lady friend was 
supposed to be in the Philippines where 
she and her daughter had signed a 
document – the daughter is 3 years old!

 NEVER give any financial details to an 
unknown source! Although this warning 
is given constantly from so many sources, 
unfortunately, it still happens.
 Have you signed up for eWatch? It is 
simple to do and is so beneficial to know 
what is going on in our Shire!
 Register to become an eWATCH member.
 Send your name and preferred email 
address to: Toodyay.Crime.Ewatch@ police.
wa.gov.au
 Toodyay Police 9574 9555
 Crimestoppers 1800 333 000
 Goodbye Grafitti 1800 44 22 55
 Emergency 000
 Australian Passport Information Office
 (in the event of a stolen Passport) 
  131 232

Bush Fire Ready
West. Before the Margaret River fires, the 
Shire had over 300 fines and warnings 
issued. Things have changed a lot since 
then.
 So let’s make sure we don’t have a repeat 
of 2009! We also need to remember that it is 
up to everyone to keep their own properties 
fire safe. With several hundred properties in 
the shire and only a dozen fire trucks, don’t 
expect a fire truck outside your front door 
if a large fire should break out.
 l would like to thank all the people 
who have helped with the bush fire 
season along with the street co-ordinators 
and residents and wish them a fire 
safe summer. lf you have any queries 
don’t hesitate to call Mick Rogers on  
0428 583 954 or Tania Harrison on  
9574 5257.

Toodyay Neighbourhood and Rural Watch
John Smart

A CONTINGENT of eleven people (four 
from Toodyay) recently arrived home from 
Botswana where they put their hearts and 
souls into building two homes, one for the 
teachers who will be teaching 100 orphaned 
children, plus another for kindergarten 
teachers
 The volunteers, all of whom had little 
experience in building, spent one month in 
Botswana, not only building but mixing with 
the local people many of whom were in need 
of clothing.
 Not only did we experience their culture, 
we also experienced how people with so little 
could be so pleasant and happy.
 Dr Greg Whyte, the principal coordinator, 
did a marvellous job in organising not only 
the buildings but trips to Zimbabwe where 
we visited Victoria Falls, both by foot and 
helicopter (at our cost), and also a safari 
into nature reserves where we walked with 
the lions and observed other animals such 
as giraffes, elephants, springbok, hyena, 
zebra, hippos and baboons in their natural 
environment.
In all, it was a most enlightened experience, 

Home from Botswana

never to be forgotten.
 Botswana is a country that is eager to be 
self-sufficient; they are working to improve 
the standard of living for their people. The 
Minister of Health, who visited us, was only 
too grateful for our contributions.
 We are also grateful for the generous 

donations from the people of Toodyay and in 
particular the Lions Club. The money raised 
from donations went to purchase building 
materials and transportation of material in a 
container to Botswana.
 For those who are interested in participating 
in overseas projects such as Botswana, do not 
hesitate to contact Marlene Andrijich on 
9574 5571.

Naomi Millett

RECENTLY discovered among shredded 
newspaper in a rusty, white-ant filled trunk 
at the Goomalling tip was the Newcastle 
Floral and Industrial Exhibition (Ag Show) 
programme from, wait for it, October 1905. 
Despite the insect life, this is a remarkably 
well-preserved document.
 Here are some snippets of interest from it. 
 Admission at the time was adults, one 
shilling; children, sixpence. The annual event 
was held in the Oddfellows Hall - wonder 
which building that is?  
 A list of ‘Officers’ and ‘Prize Donors’ on 
page one contains so many famous local 
names from Newcastle (Toodyay), Baker’s 
Hill, Clackline, Bejoording and Wongamine: 
Mitchell, Cousins, Donegan, Syred, 
Hamersley, Somers, Connor, Ferguson, Vass 
and more. 

 In this programme, the twelfth, Secretary 
JG Mitchell writes of careful revisions, with 
‘special attention having been given this 
year to the children’ and the accumulation 
of many additional special prizes and stalls.  
 Aside from all the standard categories 
of sewing, vegetable growing, flowers, 
cooking and woodwork – many still the 
same today – there are some unusual 
ones: Best Dressed Doll, (in several age 
groups), Finest Cabbage with Two Heads, 
Neatest School Pad, Best Drawn Map of 
Australia, a Best Collection of Nuts (?), 
Best Fancy Pincushion, Best Conundrum on 
‘Newcastle’, Best Ornamental Frame, Best 
Hemmed Linen Handkerchief, Best Two 
Pound Loaf of Bread Made by Unmarried 
Ladies (?) and, my favourites, Hat Trimming 
for Gents and Nail Driving for Ladies.
 Weren’t they a fun lovin’ lot back then?

Fun at the Show!
Peter Robinson
Member of the Toodyay Bushfire 
Projects Group

IN June the Toodyay Bushfires Projects 
Group received funding for the gathering 
of a comprehensive record of the December 
2009 bush fire and the recovery process 
that followed. This was a major event in the 
history of the Shire. The Lotterywest funding 
is acknowledged as it enables this vital project 
to be undertaken by a sub-committee of the 
Toodyay Historical Society.
 A recent ‘brain-storming’ session was held 
and, while the collection of an archive of 
media reports, photographs, videos and other 
material is essential, talking to people who 
want to share their memories is a major part 
of the project.
 Gerald Ashcroft, a professional video 

Toodyay Bushfire Project Group
biographer, has produced a very moving DVD 
titled ‘Out of the Ashes’ based on interviews 
with six families who lost their homes in 
the fire. The project will build on this, with 
Gerald’s involvement, as part of the recovery 
story which will be of value, not only to the 
people of Toodyay, but any community that 
may experience a catastrophic event. There is 
also interest in recording fire-damaged objects 
that have value to their owners, and artworks, 
poems and stories created after the event.
 The leader of this project is Dr Robyn 
Taylor who works professionally as an 
historian and is a member of the Toodyay 
Historical Society. If you have information 
to share, Robyn can be contacted on T 9574 
2578 or email: rdtaylor@iinet.net.au or write 
to Toodyay Bushfire Projects, c/- Toodyay 
Historical Society Inc, PO Box 32, Toodyay 
WA, WA 6566.

mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
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After more than 40 years, TR Homes is proudly the industry leader in 
prefabricated homes suited to the Toodyay region. Introducing the 
Wattle Ridge, a full-width verandah gives the elevation timeless 
charm, creating an inviting atmosphere which certainly fl ows all the 
way through this four bedroom, two bathroom home. From the opulent 
open plan living area to the home theatre and generous-sized 
bedrooms, there’s endless ways to enjoy the Wattle Ridge. 
Plus, when you build with TR Homes, you’ll be treated to more 
features and inclusions than any other builder.  Your lodge awaits. 
So why simply build a home, when you can build a Wattle Ridge? 

you have the land. 
now add the wattle ridge. lifestyle collection

Call (08) 6365 5797 today for more information.
www.trhomes.com.au

So why simply build a home, when you can build a Wattle Ridge? 

Call (08) 6365 5797 today for more information.
www.trhomes.com.au

TR HOMES 
TERRITORY

YOU’RE IN 

The Wattle Ridge 
includes
■ Verandahs (As shown)

■ Stone benchtops to Kitchen

■ 900mm Blanco appliances

■ Internal & external wall painting

■ Built-in robes

At no extra cost.

The Wattle Ridge yours from $228,040.

Photographs in this advert may depict fi xtures, fi nishes and features not supplied by the builder. All furniture, 
furnishings and landscaping are not included. For detailed home pricing please talk to our Sales consultants.

Avon Valley Clay 
Target Carnival

Carly Smith
Secretary 

HOSTED by the Northam and Districts Gun 
Club, the Avon Valley Carnival was kicked off 
in perfect conditions with a warm, sunny day 
on Friday 27 July.
 Breaking with club tradition, Friday 
consisted of two events, a 50T Point Score, 
sponsored by Bushy Tanks and a 25T Single 
Barrel sponsored by Plantagenent Wines. 
The 50T Point Score was taken out by local 
Northam member, Mark Middleton. The 25 
Single Barrel was won by Katanning’s Tim 
Catling.

 A frosty start Saturday morning was soon 
to be followed by another impressive day for 
shooting. 63 shooters congregated to begin 
the day’s shooting with the 30T Medley. This 
event was sponsored by Fenwick Farm which 
was ironically won by Fenwick Farm’s owner/
manager Corey Glass after a shoot-off with 
CMT veteran Ivan Halbert.
 The 50T Point score was next on the 
programme. Neil Suckling eventually took the 
overall after a shoot-off with Russell Jaggard 
and Northam’s Arthur Ward.
 A perfect score eluded Jason Oliveri who 
scored 49/50 in the 50T Single Barrel but he 
was unchallenged for the overall in the event 
as a result of his great shooting.
 A crisp, frosty morning again on Sunday was 
followed by sunshine, with a slight westerly 
breeze picking up through the middle of the 
day. Generously sponsored by Better Wear 
Welding, the 25T Single Barrel was a hotly 
contested event with a shoot-off between seven 
shooters all on 25/25. Included in the shoot-off 
was Northam’s Colin Blanchett who was in C 
grade for the event and earned his 25 Break 
Badge. Although the overall title eluded Colin, 
his great shooting was rewarded by being 
regraded to B Grade soon after. Strangely 

enough the person responsible for doing the 
handicap books, Anthony Burnard, took out 
overall. Well done, Tony!
 The inaugural Roy Holtfreter Memorial 
Trophy was the 50T Double Barrel. NDGC’s 
man of the moment, Corey Glass, was 
uncontested for an overall win with his 
excellent shooting and earned his 50 Break 
Badge simultaneously.
 The last event for the carnival was the 20 
Pair Double Rise which came down to a 
shoot-off between Jason Oliveri and Russell 
Jaggard with scores of 37/40. Jason eventually 
got up over Russell to take out the overall 
for the double rise in a highly competitive 
atmosphere. Special mention goes to a local 
boy, Tom Richards (14) who was unfortunately 
shooting targets only but could have been in his 
first shoot-off for 3rd in C grade in the double 
rise event after only being introduced to the 
sport 3 months ago. Great shooting, Tom!

 Although failing to win an overall for an 
event, Russell Jaggard was soon rewarded for 
his consistency by taking out the Overall High 
Gun with 357/365, knocking off Jason Oliveri 
by just 1 point who scored 356/365. Arthur 
Ward took out Veteran’s High Gun, Carol 
Scheer won Ladies High Gun and won herself 
a balloon ride from Windward Ballooning. 
Connor Hart from Edgehill took out the Junior 
High Gun and took home a swag for his efforts. 
In the Graded High Guns Jason Oliveri took 
AA High Gun, Northam members Corey Glass 
and Mark Middleton took out A Grade and B 
Grade High Guns respectively, with Patrick 
Cream of Geraldton taking C Grade High Gun.
 By and large the Avon Valley Carnival held in 
Northam was a great success. Although down 
in numbers from last year the weather was 

Fenwick Farm's Corey Glass left and Russell 
King, both NDGC members

President Stephen Withnell & Overall High 
Gun Winner Russell Jaggard

fantastic and competition was fierce. Special 
thanks go to all the shooters (especially those 
that travelled from as far away as Geraldton 
& Leonora), all the sponsors, kitchen staff and 
NDGC members who helped out beforehand 
and during the event. Hopefully next year will 
be bigger and better. 

Northam and 
Toodyay Libraries 

Prepare for Festival
Kay Weaver, Northam Regional Librarian, 
and Angi McCluskey, Senior Library Officer 
for Toodyay Library, are eagerly arranging 
the final programme of events for the 
inaugural ‘Avon Valley Writers Festival’ to be 
held on the weekend of 22 and 23 September. 
 The Festival is to be held in celebration of 
2012 as the National Year of Reading and 
has been made possible by major sponsor, 
‘Writing WA’ and the dedicated allegiance 
of these two shire libraries combining their 
energies and resources.
 The festival commences at 9.30am on 
Saturday morning at Northam Library with 
an opening address by Mia Davies MLC. 
 “We are opening our libraries to host the 
festival with local and nationally acclaimed 
Western Australian authors attending. The 
Writers Festival is proposed to be a fun filled 
weekend for all to enjoy,” hailed Kay.
 “Yes, we are truly excited at the prospect. 
Presenting authors cover a wide spectrum 
from Fantasy to Romance and Bush Poetry 
to Screenplays. We’re planning to provide 
something for everyone,” agreed Angi.
 The festival will encompass two full days 
of presentations, workshops and discussion 
panels.
 Following the close of the first day at 
Northam, members of the public attending 
will be given opportunity to partake of a 
scrumptious meal at the RiversEdge Café.
 There will be music and entertainment 
throughout the evening and everyone will 
receive the opportunity to get up close and 
personal with the participating authors and 
experience an insight of their journey from 
inception of an idea to the publication of a 
literary work of art. 
 Sunday at Toodyay Library will be a mirror 
image of the previous day with a selection of 
alternative authors and workshops.

 Cost for the weekend of festivities is just $75 
per person with lunch and light refreshments 
provided. Bookings are essential and may be 
made by either contacting Northam Library 
on 9621 1600, Toodyay Library on 9574 2323 
or emailing librarian@northam.wa.gov.au or 
library@ toodyay.wa.gov.au.
 Angi and Kay both expressed their desire 
that, should the inaugural Writers Festival 
be successful, it may become a recognised 
annual event within the Avon Valley.

Angi McCluskey and Kay Weaver

Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce

Business Owners of Toodyay

Desraé Clarke

THE Toodyay Chamber of Commerce is 
‘up and running’ but it needs your dedicated 
support.
 As an extremely important part of any 
business community, the chamber requires 
support from those who make up the business 
structure of our shire. All businesses have vital 
input to make our chamber a success. Included 
are the cottage industries, vineyards, olive 
groves, bed and breakfast accommodation, 
orchards, horticulture and our town businesses.
 The 2012 Annual General Meeting is to be 
held on Monday 8 October.
 As our current secretary is standing down, 
the position is open to a new secretary. Please, 
support your chamber and elect a member to 
take on this important role, from that date, to 
continue to lift the profile of this vital Toodyay 
organisation.
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Naomi Millett

ON 18 August, Toodyay Community Singers 
director, Trish Young, and her enthusiastic 
ensemble presented a real tour de force – a 
toe tappin,’ hum inducing evening of hits 
and favourites from a dozen or so popular 
musicals.  
 ‘Musical Memories’ (at the Memorial 
Hall), played to a packed venue of more 
than 300, including some of the town’s best 
known identities. Former Toodyay CEO, 
Simon Fraser was spotted, as were members 
of the Men’s Shed, the Music Club and the 
Historical Society. It was also encouraging 
to see quite a few young people enjoying the 
show. 
 Blending extracts from musicals, (among 
them Phantom of the Opera, Cats, Oliver, 
Chess, The Sound of Music and Mamma Mia!) 
with pantomime/drama, ‘Memories’ had 
cohesiveness thanks to linking introductory 
dialogue (heard in voiceover), and proceedings 
moved along at a pace. Costume changes were 

Musical Memories in Toodyay
speedy and the choreography was always 
appropriate to, and enhanced, the mood of 
the songs.  
 Highlights - and there were many - included 
Wayne Clarke’s astonishing opening number 
dressed as a warrior, a touching delivery of 
Yes, I Remember It Well, Jeannette Jones’ 
and Jacquie Lucas’ tuneful duet I Know 
Him So Well, all the showgirls in Gotta 
Get a Gimmick, Megan Ebdon’s All I Want 
Is a Room Somewhere, and Denley Jones’ 
sprightly and hilariously hammed up rendition 
of I’m Getting Married In The Morning. 
 A delicious supper of sandwiches and 
cheese straws was whipped up by helpers at 
interval.  
 Many of the singers in this pro/am ensemble 
had not been on stage before, but you wouldn’t 
know it - everyone admirably handled nerves, 
got into the spirit of events and took us along 
for a rollicking musical ride. 
 Can’t wait for the next show - well done to 
all involved.

Di Roberts

BETWEEN the London Olympics and the 
Paralympics, Toodyay decided that they 
would participate in sharing with this special 
occasion, and this is why this Town WON 
GOLD!
 Picture this: a group of very dedicated 
singers (the Toodyay Community Singers) 
bought to the Town of Toodyay the fabulous 
‘Musical Memories’ held on Saturday 18 
August under the baton of the very well 
respected, dedicated and well loved Trish 
Young.
 The Memorial Hall was overflowing with 
some 250 people waiting to hear and see 
what some of the singers would share with 
the audience and they were not disappointed. 
In fact they were overjoyed with the 
professionalism, humour and harmony.
 The programme consisted of numbers from 
musicals throughout the years, from My Fair 
Lady, Phantom of the Opera, Oliver, Gypsy, 
Gigi, Me and My Girl, Memories, Chess, 
Oklahoma, South Pacific, The Sound of 
Music, Cats and the African music of Ipl’n 
Tombi (a wedding).
 Costumes were provided by the expertise 
of Gail Fellowes, Trish Young, Pat and the 
other wonderful ladies who gave up their 
time to bring together a collection of fashion 
for each and every song.  Congratulations 
to those who participated in providing this 
collection and the ‘bling’ at the finale.
 There are many of the singers one could 
mention in the accolades and we shall name 

They Won Gold for Toodyay
a few. However, one particular singer who 
shall not be named but will, in the course 
of her duties, be called the ‘fairy of the 
night, with coloured lights front and back’, 
and everyone who ventures forth into the 
Bendigo Bank will have a great snigger 
when she is seen. Yes, we have your number, 
Marg, and to this we extend our thoughts 
that perhaps you should be looking towards 
musical comedy.
 Each and every singer had a special part 
to play, and they excelled in their particular 
roles, but their goal was not for themselves 
but to provide to everyone who attended the 
concert, their voice and to sing their songs 
that could be appreciated by all.
 The Toodyay Community Singers have 
bought new life into this town; they share 
and will continue to share their voices to all 
of the folk in Toodyay. They have shared 
with towns away from here and, each and 
every time they go to new vistas, they are 
invited back with so much gusto that one 
can only imagine. One has to say, “Keep up 
the singing, the laughter and the frivolity that 
brings so many smiles to the people who are 
in need”. Success? You better believe it.
 So my parting words are, to you, the 
Toodyay Community Singers and Trish 
Young, congratulations. You gave to us folk 
who shared with you the happiness and the 
opportunity for us all to start bringing our 
town back with the smile and love that you 
and your group have given us.
 “Ah yes, we remember it well!”

My View
Anne Skinner

DID I say I had a secret desire to go on the 
stage? Why am I putting myself through 
this pressure? It’s awfully dark back here; 
is my hat on straight?
 And then they open the curtains, the 
lights blind and the music begins, and, oh 
yes, I remember this is what it’s all about. 
My nerves have settled and everyone else 
seems to be okay too. We are ready.
 I know the hall is packed, and I know 
there are at least three people out there who 
I know love me; I hope they still do, after 
my part is played.
 I ask myself, “Who would have thought, 
at my age I would be doing something like 
this?” Then I remember. I’m not dead yet, 
and God willing there will be much more 
ahead of ‘what-evers’.
 Stretching one’s boundaries can be a 
painful experience, but how do we know 
what we can do, unless we step outside 
our comfort zones? Many of the wonderful 
people involved in the Musical Memories 
said the same thing. The challenge is to see 
what we can do, and give it a go. 
 This was our first big night and, when 
everything is said and done, I believe we 
did a pretty good job. Thank you Toodyay 
for your support, and, as rumour has it, 
there will be more to come in the future 
according to our ‘fearless leader’, Trish. 
She deserves a well-earned rest. And so to 
our Wardrobe Mistress, Gail, who worked 
tirelessly over our beautiful costumes.
 To all my fellow performers, WELL 
DONE! 
 If you were not there at the Memorial Hall 
on the 18th, I’m sorry. You missed a great 

Photos: Allan Clabaugh. Montage: Guido Verschoor

Wayne Clarke opened the show as a Masai 
warrior. Photo: Allan Clabaugh. 

A full house and very enthusiastic audience. Photo: Allan Clabaugh.

show with a lot of laughs along the way. 
Keep an eye out for the next show.
 While I was standing on the stage 
alongside my fellow singers, I cast my 
eye down to the corner of the stage, and 
there was one little face that I recognised 
through the stage lights as someone who 
looked well pleased and even, dare I say, 
a little proud, clapping along to Thank you 
for the Music. Her name was Annie (myself 
at 10 yrs). 
 Another milestone eh?
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Maree Lewis

THE Avon Descent, like other events in 
Toodyay, always finds some visitors to town 
peering into the display windows of the real 
estate offices and mulling over the properties 
offered for sale. The majority of them are 
simply interested in comparing property 
values to those in Perth. Some are considering 
a tree change as an escape from the clamour 
of city living. Others are chasing a dream to 
own a farm. Some are empty nesters looking 
to downsize or seeking a retreat away from 
the rat race. Others are investors. Whatever 
the reason, there’s always interest generated 
in real estate. 
 We locals also keep an eye on property 
values. We may use the internet and check 
out the back pages of The Toodyay Herald, 
but just like the visitors, it’s not uncommon 
for us to stop by the windows of LJ Hooker, 
Country Realty, Realty Trend or Ray 
White to satisfy our curiosity and to update 
our information. For the purposes of this 
particular article, Out and About decided to 
do an investigation into property values and 
movement in Toodyay and surrounds, and so 
interviewed some of our real estate agents in 
town. 
 The first of these was John Butler, principal 
of LJ Hooker. We’d all know these quaint 
commercial premises, almost as old as the 
town itself. LJ Hooker opened its doors 28 
years ago and John has been working there 
for the past 15 years. He has seen boom 
times and slumps in real estate in Toodyay 
and describes the trends as cyclic and very 
predictable. Whilst we might be excited about 
the news from Perth that property is starting 
to move and that values are increasing, John 
explained that property values and turnover 
in Toodyay trail well behind. “The news 
from the Perth market is exciting, especially 
for homes under $450,000 and it’s moving 
at a very good rate... Toodyay relies on sales 
to happen in Perth,” he said. Much of the 
selling and buying of property is between the 
city and Toodyay. However, “we should not 
expect price increases for about three years” 
because rural areas are subject to ‘delaying 
factors’, as John described it, with rural 
areas waiting, for example, for vendors to 

sell up in the city before they are prepared to 
buy in the country. The knock-on effect can 
be frustrating for vendors in Toodyay and 
surrounds. 
 So what about people’s perception in 
Toodyay that there’s a lot of vacant land 
around? There are 24 subdivisions of five 
to ten acre lots, in other words the size most 
sought after. Many of these empty spaces 
are in fact owned by people – empty nesters, 
retirees and some investors – with plans for 
the future. The statistics of these blocks is 
that some, if not built on in two or so years, 
will sell again, anything up to three times. 
People’s plans change. But fifty percent are 
improved and built upon by home owners. 
True, there are vacant lots seemingly sitting 
there for considerable time, but, John 
explains, this is the norm in country areas 
and some estates can take up to 20 years to 
build out. 
 So are real estate agents experiencing 
hard times? John confesses that the market 
here is slow, the seventy properties taken 
off it being a testimony to that, but “the 
reason someone wants to sell never goes 
away,” and he optimistically adds that here 
are “seventy potential sellers.” John has a 
swag of statistics, up to date of course, and 
he assures me that his office has the most 
accurate figures in town because he goes and 
gets them. 
 Lui Marcelli is the Managing Director of 
Country Realty which operates out of offices 
in Toodyay and Northam. The building that 
he and his wife, Lynn, purchased in Toodyay 
has an interesting history going back to 
1871. At one stage it was the local Fire 
Station. Lui’s background is in marketing 
and his work as National Marketing Services 
Manager for BP Oil in Melbourne and then 
as a Management Consultant, has left him 
“pretty well trained”, as he describes it, for 
the real estate industry. “At the moment it is 
a buyers’ market,” he says. “Prices though 
have stabilised – flattened out and there does 
seem to be more interest in the market place. 
The next few months should see signs of 
things picking up, but not in the sense of a 
price increase, but in the sense that property 
will be soaked up - more sales.” This is good 

news considering statistics for the area put 
sales down by three percent for this year to 
date. 
 Regarding pricing, Lui also points out 
that there is a considerable gap between 
the asking and selling prices of properties, 
which amounts to something like 14 percent. 
The median asking price is $449,000, whilst 
median selling price is $385,000. “People 
have to be realistic about prices, here, as 
well as in Perth,” he observes. He added 
that anyone buying or selling shouldn’t have 
an issue with property value per se as they 
are buying and selling in the same market. 
However, people who bought in the boom 
years between 2006 and 2008 and want to 
sell would probably feel short-changed. 
Furthermore, getting finance is difficult 
for many buyers, especially for regional 
properties, which mortgage institutions 
regard as slower to sell should they require 
retrieving their loans.
 “The shire council has also not helped 
property sales in Toodyay,” Lui claims. He 
has seen buyers walk away from purchases 
because they have found it difficult to deal 
with local council demands. “It is hard to find 
building companies to work up here for the 
same reason.” An improved business acumen 
that includes better services would benefit the 
established community and attract families to 
the area. He believes that this would increase 
demand and eventually increase property 
prices in the shire. 
 One group of potential buyers flagged 
by Lui is the fly-in-fly-out fraternity. This 
follows a national campaign by Country 
Realty. The FIFOs find Toodyay attractive 
because it is seen to be a safe and pleasant 
rural environment in which to leave their 
families and, significantly, because it’s but an 
hour to the airport. “New buyers entering the 
market will hopefully have a positive effect.”
 And how does Lui Marcelli view the role 
of the real estate industry? “We don’t sell 
houses,” he states paradoxically. “People buy 
houses. We just make it easy for them.” 
 Tony Maddox, principal of Ray White Real 
Estate, describes the current market trends as 
normal. Having worked in the Toodyay area 
for the past 25 years, he is unfazed by what 
others may see as a concern. “This is what it 
was like back in 1990,” he says. “But once 
the first homebuyer market in Perth picks up, 
as it is now, then this creates a second market 
for areas like ours.” Right now, he tells the 
Herald, the $300,000 to $400,000 housing 
market in Toodyay is selling readily. Houses 
in the $400,000 to $500,000 market are more 
difficult to shift and above that it gets even 
harder. He comments that, since the boom, 
real estate agents have had to work harder 
for their dollar. And they have had to work 
smarter, with follow up on potential sales 
being crucial. Tony is keen to share that 
Ray White Real Estate has had some good 
success stories, even during the downturn. 
One significant sale he’s been working on 
over the last six months has recently sold. 
Tony has offered to update readers on 
conditions in the real estate market in the 
new year. We might just take him up on that.

out and about in toodyay

“A taste of traditional european cousine.”

     Fri to Sat 10am - 8pm 
 Sun & all public holidays 10am - 5pm 

Wine & honey mead tasting/Cellar Door Sales

phone 9574 5458 or 0427 879 343 

www.aliciaestaterestaurant.com.au

Open

Toodyay 
Community Bus

WELCOME to the Toodyay Community Bus 
column for September.
 This month has shown to us all, how the 
community of Toodyay can share and care 
with others. May I relate that our bus has 
now had the ‘facelift’ and is glowing, with 
grateful thanks to Neil of Toodyay Panel and 
Paint. Neil has given our bus a new lease 
on life. The dents, the scrunches and other 
disabilities have now gone and the bus is 
now in pristine condition. It looks just like 
a new ‘baby’ which has found a new family. 
The family of the Management Committee 
cannot thank Neil enough for his expertise 
in providing the bus with new gusto to get 
going to new adventures. 
 Therefore, with photos taken and given to 
our Inspection Officer, Lynette Hooks, copies 
to the Shire of Toodyay and the Toodyay 
Visitors Centre, of the renovated bus, this 
will become an historic event, and therefore 
those who hire the bus from now on will be 
able to see how the bus has been repaired and 
hopefully will continue without any dents 
or scratches. The Inspection Officer will be 
watching!
 One could not forget to relate the goings on 
with the Toodyay Community Singers again 
visiting the wonderful folk in Wundowie 
(on their invitation) to the ‘Xmas in July’ 
function. As all is revealed after this column, 
the Toodyay Community Singers were 
producing in Toodyay ‘Musical Memories’ 
and it was an apt time for them to rehearse 
(quietly in their own way) at Wundowie. Did 
I say quietly? Forget it! It was full on, and the 
folk of Wundowie did not want the singers 
to finish their repertoire. “Encore! Encore!” 
they all declared. So it was and every one 
of the people at Wundowie again wants the 
Toodyay Community Singers to share again 
and again.
 Our road home on the bus from Wundowie 
to Toodyay made one realise how important it 
is to be part of bringing together other folks, 
no matter what age or culture or infirmity. 
The gesture of giving that commitment to 
make others feel they are important, and to 
this end the Toodyay Community Singers 
gave this commitment to them.
 Our bus, be it small but big in heart, will 
always be there for all who need it. The 
Shire of Toodyay is growing every day and 
in every way we need the Shire but we also 
need the people and organisations that will 
keep Toodyay going. Oh, and before I forget, 
if you would like to join us as a member and 
benefit from special rates of hire, please give 
the undersigned a call, or email.
 The Toodyay Community Bus is a gentle 
soul; it will give out very special feelings to 
those who wish to enter and go further afield, 
no matter where, and for this we ask, if you 
read this column, please remember there will 
be times for us all to need the gentleness 
of sitting quietly in a bus and enjoying the 
adventure.
 May you venture forth on our special bus. 
For further information or bookings, contact 
Di Roberts, Secretary, on 9574 2498 or email 
roberts138@tadaust.org.au. 
 August is the month of the column, 
September is when you read it:

September is like no other
It’s days change colour and weather
No other month can say quite the same
For every day, we can feel the change

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob: 0438 919 932
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The Great Expectation – God Has Kept His Promise 
 

Baha’u’llah (the Glory of God) announced in 1863 that He was the 
Universal Saviour promised by God through the tongues of His Messengers. 
Throughout His general Revelation and through His Tablets addressed to 
the rulers and religious leaders of the world, Baha’u’llah proclaimed that 
His voice was the voice of God for this age and brought to the attention of 
the people that there was no refuge for humanity other than the shelter of 
His teachings. He invited the rulers of the world and beyond them the 
generality of mankind to embrace His Cause and warned them of grave 
consequences of rejecting His teachings. Addressing Christian rulers, He 
disclosed the true character of His Revelation: 
 
O kings of Christendom! Heard ye not the saying of Jesus, the Spirit of God, 
'I go away, and come again unto you'? Wherefore, then, did ye fail, when 
He did come again unto you in the clouds of heaven, to draw nigh unto 
Him, that ye might behold His face, and be of them that attained His 
Presence? In another passage He saith: 'When He, the Spirit of Truth, is 
come, He will guide you into all truth.' And yet, behold how, when He did 
bring the truth, ye refused to turn your faces towards Him, and persisted in 
disporting yourselves with your pastimes and fancies. Ye welcomed Him 
not, neither did ye seek His Presence, that ye might hear the verses of God 
from His own mouth, and partake of the manifold wisdom of the Almighty, 
the All-Glorious, the All-Wise. Ye have, by reason of your failure, hindered 
the breath of God from being wafted over you, and have withheld from 
your souls the sweetness of its fragrance. Ye continue roving with delight in 
the valley of your corrupt desires. Ye and all ye possess shall pass away. Ye 
shall, most certainly, return to God, and shall be called to account for your 
doings in the presence of Him Who shall gather together the entire 
creation.” 
It would be very sobering indeed to examine the end of the 19th Century 
rulers of Europe. Humanity’s failure to heed the warnings of Baha’u’llah has 
brought the word to an unmistakably perilous point in this Century. 
 
For info Email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au or call 9330 6999 or 9574 5610 
Baha’i Library: (http://reference.bahai.org/en/) 

DID you know we don’t just offer banking 
products to our community?  We have the 
following items available for your use:
 Toodyay & Districts Community 
Bank is pleased to announce the arrival 
of CommunityPOS™, which is the 
provision of temporary access to an 
EFTPOS terminal. Any community based 
group (non-profi t) is eligible to apply for 
hire including sporting clubs, schools, 
charitable clubs and groups etc for events 
such as fetes, registration days, trivia 
nights, fundraising events and the like.
 CommunityPOS™ is a quick, low cost 
solution for community groups to accept 
card payments on the day of their event. 
This service is available exclusively to our 
customers but all community groups are 
welcome to discuss with us.

 Our Community Trailer was originally 

built to assist with the catering needs of 
our local volunteer fi re brigades whilst 
fi ghting fi res. While not in their use, 
any non-profi t organisation is welcome 
to use the trailer for their sausage sizzle 
fundraising or social events. The trailer 
is equipped with two large BBQ plates, 
eskies and lights.

 Our portable Marquee is also now 
available for community use. The marquee 
is 3m x 4.5m and is easily assembled. 
Perfect for your group’s outdoor event 
especially providing much needed shade 
during Toodyay’s long hot summer!
 Please call into the branch call us on 
9574 4077 or email ToodyayMailbox@ 
bendigobank.com.au for any further 
information.

Toodyay & Districts Community Bank

Ange Sturman
Secretary
 
FIRSTLY, please accept our apologies for 
the lack of an article in the August Herald 
due to illness.
 Our spinning group held its AGM on 25 
July 2012, at which a new executive and 
committee were voted in: President is Gretta 
Sauta; Vice President, Carol Bennington; 
Secretary, Ange Sturman; Treasurer, Berenice 
Robertson. Committee Members are Lois 
Leeder, Glynne Bartlett and Phil Lansell. 
Show Stewards for Hand Spinning are Carol 
Davidson and Anne Pope and for the Alpaca 
Fleece, Berenice Robertson and Glynne 
Bartlett.
 We take this opportunity to thank our 
outgoing executive and committee for all 
their hard work and dedication to the club 
over the last three years. A job well done.

Toodyay Spinners
 Our share table always has interesting 
items to show. In July Lois made a brown 
scarf from tops and Lyn had a wonderful 
patchwork quilt to show in shades of purple. 
Phil knitted eight baby bonnets in different 
colours and sizes in 4-ply baby wool for 
premmies. More recently, Phil crocheted a 
scarf in cream and beige alpaca (commercial 
wool) and a baby rug in mauve and pink baby 
wool. Carol Davidson spun a skein of yarn 
in variegated beige from tops.
 Our group meets every Wednesday from 
9am to lunchtime and also every second 
Saturday of the month at Parker’s Cottage, 
located in the showgrounds. We also have 
a Felting Group that meets every second 
Monday of the month from 9am to lunchtime 
at the same location. For further information, 
please contact Ange Sturman, Secretary, on 
9574 2507 or Gretta Sauta, President, on 
9574 2868. New members are most welcome.

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

THE annual Arts Toodyay raku pottery 
firing took place at the end of July on a very 
cold, frosty morning but, once the kilns got 
going, we were all warm and very busy. 
As you can see from the photographs, the 
firing was a great success and despite the 
‘aroma’ of smoke in our clothes, everyone 
went home with some excellent pots and a 
big smile. 
 This month we have our major event 
of the year - our fourth annual VINO 
exhibition and sale of work at the Coorinja 
Winery. This wonderful venue has hosted 
VINO every year thanks to the generosity 
and hospitality of Michael Wood and his 
late father, Hector. This year promises to 
be bigger and better with a great amount 
of interest shown by arts people from 
throughout the Avon Valley. The exhibition 
runs over the September long weekend - 
Saturday 29 September until Monday 1 
October and is open between 10am and 5pm 
daily with free admission. It’s not too late to 
enter art works of all types in the exhibition 
and the entry fees are very modest. Entries 
close on 21 September and entry forms are 
available from the Library, LJ Hooker office 
or by email from drumree99@gmail.com. 
 In October Alexander Moore will be 
holding a workshop on action painting. 

Numbers are limited but those who are 
familiar with Alexander’s distinctive and 
striking work will want to make sure of a 
place in this workshop. Alexander can be 
contacted on 9574 4636. 
 Everyone is welcome to join Arts Toodyay 
- there is bound to be something to interest 
you amongst our activities. We meet on the 
first Tuesday of each month in the old Police 
Station on Duke Street at 8pm. Come along 
and join us there.

CWA – Toodyay 
Branch

Maxine J Walker
Branch reporter

OUR conference this year was opened by 
the governor of Western Australia, His 
Excellency Mr Malcolm McCusker, who 
attended along with his wife, Tonya, our 
CWA Patron
 Councillor Heather Henderson, Mayor of 
the City of Subiaco, welcomed us to her city 
and talked of the founding of the area before 
announcing the two recipients of the CWA 
Community Grants. As we listened to the 
first request, we were suddenly aware that it 
was Toodyay Branch’s application that she 
was reading. We are thrilled to have received 
$8,000 towards the construction of a much 
needed gazebo at our cemetery. 

mailto:drumree99@gmail.com
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 The second branch was Balingup; they will 
receive $2,000 toward their local project. Our 
branch, along with the Shire of Toodyay, will 
now begin the process of planning and we 
will be providing updates each month until 
the project is completed. 

 We would like to thank the Shire of 
Toodyay for the opportunity to work with 
the other groups that are involved in the 
continuing upgrades being made at our 
cemetery and we are pleased to be offering 
this financial assistance in this project.
 All of the motions that were put to 
conference were voted on; most were carried 
and will now be submitted to government. 
These we hope in due course will be acted 
upon.
 Before conference, the branches were 
given three countries so we can vote for the 
one we wish to study the following year. It 
was voted that for  2013 our country of study 
be France. We have learnt so much about 
Portugal over the past six months and now 
will have another very exciting year to look 
forward to.

 On 30 August we have planned to make 
the trip to Head Office and to meet up with 
the CWA management staff. More in the next 
issue of the Herald.
 On 13 September we have 10 members 
who will travel to Tammin for their WA week 
celebrations. This is always a fun day with 
good food, raffles, stalls and guest speakers. 
It will be a good chance to catch up with 
other members and those of our former Avon 
division.
 We also will now have to start planning 
for October, the Toodyay Show display and 
then our Garden Party and Fashion Show, 
and another visit to Tammin as our CWA 

Slimline tanks available

Head office sets forth on their very own Road 
Show to discuss with all branches where we 
are going in the future.
 If you would like to be a part of our branch, 
you are welcome to come along to one of our 
meetings; we welcome all visitors and future 
members.
 Numbers to call if you would like to speak 
with members are President on 9574 4871, 
Secretary on 9574 2923. Any member would 
be pleased to help.
 Next meeting will be on Thursday 27 
September at 1.30pm. Entry to the hall is 
from our back door, off Charcoal Lane.

Gale Anderson
Secretary

OUR August club visit was to Heather and 
Rob Franks’ property, ‘Sandalwood Downs’, 
where we were introduced to Heather’s wick 
garden.
 A wick garden works in the way a towel 
in a bucket of water does, whereby the soil 
helps to pull the water upwards from a 
reservoir at the base of the plant bed. Heather 
made her reservoir 20cm deep followed by 
30cm of soil and mulch and then straw on 
top. Most vegetables’ roots will only go 
down as deep as 30cm and water can only 
be pulled up by soil at this depth anyway.
 As the water rises, the nutrients are lifted 
upwards and then dispersed evenly through 
the soil as the water slowly evaporates. This 
method is used in areas where there is little 
rainfall and, being this depth, means she can 
go without watering for a week or two.
 All her fruit trees have a mini reservoir next 
to them. Heather kept all the pots that the 
plants came in and lined them with off-cuts 
of black plastic, filled up a third of the height 
with blue metal and cut white piping 40cm 
in length. She then dug a hole 20cm below 
the soil line and planted the pot with the pipe 

sticking out of the ground. You can see when 
the plant needs watering as you can see the 
blue metal. This way she is watering at root 
level and giving them a chance throughout 
the hotter seasons.
 Heather has a ‘Garden Corner’ on her 
website which gives you instructions on 
making your own wick garden beds: www.
frankdesign.net.au/garden-corner.
 Terri Mazzucchelli from WormFeast 
gave a very informative talk about her in-
ground recycling system that is beneficial 
to your garden, disposes of your wastes 
environmentally and brings in the worms. 
You can read more information on Terri’s 
new invention and a West Australian first on 
www.wormfeast.com.au
 A walk along the revegetated creek lines 
through the Sandalwood Plantation which 
is slowly recovering from flood damage in 
2011 was enjoyed by all as we stopped to 
look at the little water falls, the Sandalwood 
host trees and take in the tranquillity and 
freshness of green paddocks on a beautiful 
day. We came away loaded with information 
from every aspect of this property. We 
thank Heather and Rob, Heather’s mother, 
Margaret, and Terri for a really great day and 
a scrumptious morning tea.

Toodyay Garden Club

A FABULOUS fun Christmas in July was 
held on 28 July at the Morangup Hall. 
 This outstanding family evening was put 
on for the Morangup community by the 
Morangup Progress Association (MPA) 

committee members to encourage the local 
community to meet and get to know one 
another. 
 About 100 people were treated to delicious 
sheep on the spit with lots of other yummy 
foods which were cooked and donated by 

Morangup Progress Association

committee and community members. The 
hall was decorated in a spectacular fashion 
which set us up for a fun filled night. The 
candles were sparkling on the tables, the 
music was playing and Christmas trees were 
glowing. Then the transformer overloaded 
and off went the power! 

 Having enterprising committee members, 
someone soon had their generator there, 
hitched up and the evening went on! The 
children had fun playing with the train set 
and whacking the piñata.
 A large number of very generous prizes 
were donated for raffles; a big thank 
you to local businesses in Toodyay and 
Gidgegannup for their support! The MPA 
promotes the support of local businesses.
 Overall it was a great night. Thank you to 
all those who attended and contributed to the 
evening! 
 If you wish to become involved with your 
local MPA, please contact president, Petar 
Drazic, on 9572 9245 or secretary, Geni 
Brown, on 9572 9912.

Avon Woodturners 
Group

Andrea McCandlish
Secretary

THE group has been busy with demonstrations 
and projects over the past month and has a 
number of things scheduled over the next 
couple of months.
 Our public demonstration at the Northam 
Boulevard went well except that we were 
competing with the Olympic opening and 
customer numbers were noticeably down 
at the centre. We generated quite a lot of 
interest, having two small lathes on the go, 
and did well with the raffle. Thank you to 
everyone who supported us with the purchase 
of raffle tickets.
 We have been invited to set up a 
demonstration at the York Show, so the group 
is getting around the area and promoting 
woodturning to a wide audience. Our next 
appearance after that will be the Toodyay 
Show.
 The spinning wheel is taking shape, 
with most members having contributed 
components to the project. It will be quite 
different in appearance to the one produced 
last year but, as before, it will be a working 
model when completed.
 It is pleasing to report the addition of two 
new members and visits by several people 
keen to join in the near future. If we keep 
growing at this rate, we will soon need 
additional lathes to accommodate everyone. 
New faces in the group add to the pool of 
knowledge and experience and also have 
different aspirations for their developing 
woodturning skills. Different projects require 
different techniques and, recently, some 
members have been researching recipes for 
making our own wood finishes and sharing 
the experimentation. 

Page 16. THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2012

http://www.frankdesign.net.au/garden-corner
http://www.frankdesign.net.au/garden-corner
http://www.wormfeast.com.au


 THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2012 Page 17.
Continued from Page 16

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Massive Car Boot Sale 
Toodyay District High School P&C 

2nd Sunday Of Every Month 
September 9th, Toodyay District High School 

Gates Open 8am, Sellers Entry From 7am 

Dates for 2012:   Oct 14th, Nov 11th, Dec 9th
 

Not having a lot of luck with Garage Sales? Not surprising, as Garage Sales only work if people know where you live. 
Instead, why not come and sell your unwanted items at our Car Boot Sale. Empty your shed, clear out your house, 

recycle & turn it into cash. Buyers – Car Boot Sales are the perfect place for a Sunday morning rummage, and to do a bit 
of bargain hunting! There’ll be plenty to help you through your ‘Buying or Selling’ spree, including Tea, Coffee, Cool 

Drinks, as well as a sausage sizzle! 

 Entry Fees:   Sellers - Cars $5, Vans & Ute’s $10.   
Buyers - Adults $1, Children Free 

 

All Electrical, Petrol/Diesel & Gas items must be working (unless specifically labelled 
otherwise) and all items must be in at least a fair condition. Please price your items 

reasonably. No Commercial Traders and strictly no dogs allowed. Take your unsold items 
home with you for next time. PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE LITTER. 

 
Toodyay District High School, Drummond Street East, Toodyay, WA, 6566. Contact Number – 9574 4554 / 04889 10709 

 At the group’s recent AGM, Andrew 
McCann was appointed convenor for another 
year and Andrea McCandlish was appointed 
secretary/treasurer.
 We meet for hands-on sessions on 
Wednesday and Sunday mornings, 9 to 
12, at the Wool Pavilion at the Toodyay 
Showgrounds. 

Lions Lines
Heather McNamara
Lion at Large

WHERE would we be without our eyes? No 
colours, no sunsets, movies, people, planes, 
sport, art. Imagine not being able to see the 
faces of your loved ones?
 From our last ‘lines’, as promised, I can 
provide some information about the Lions 
Eye Institute and the ‘Save the Sight Van’ at 
the Toodyay Show 
History of the Lions Save-Sight Foundation 
(LSSF)
From humble beginnings in 1964, the 
Foundation has grown to become the 
leading volunteer eye health organisation in 
Australia. Established by the Lions Clubs 
of Western Australia, its sole purpose for 
being is the prevention and treatment of eye 
disease.
 From little acorns, big things grow.
 Through hard work, generosity and 
determination to end debilitating eye 
disease and blindness, the Lions Clubs of 
WA, together with the Foundation, worked 
towards the establishment of the Lions Eye 
Institute in 1974.
 Today, the Lions Eye Institute is recognised 
as the most advanced eye institution in the 
southern hemisphere, seeing over 50,000 
patients and performing close to 4000 
major eye operations annually. In 2008 
it celebrated its 25th Anniversary under 
founding Managing Director, Professor Ian 
Constable, celebrating a considerable list of 
international achievements.
Do you have any old glasses that you are 
no longer using?
The LSSF sends recycled glasses to countries 
in need. For many people around the world, 
this is the only opportunity to see normally. 

If you have a collection, please bring it along 
to the Toodyay Show and to our van.  Please 
note: We do not send sunglasses or glasses 
that are broken.
Consider a donation
To continue our work, we need your support. 
If you would like information on making a 
bequest to the Foundation, please call the 
LSS office on 9381 0767 or email lss@eye.
uwa.edu.au. Information for this article has 
been compiled from the LSS website. 
 The Toodyay Lions would like, in advance, 
to thank you for your support of this 
worthwhile cause. And REMEMBER, the 
Chocolate Wheel will also be in operation 
at the show!
On a final note
The club would like to thank the Toodyay 
Scouts, Toodyay Cubs and the Toodyay 
Cricket Club for their assistance at this 
year’s 40th Avon Descent. The club and 
volunteers were thanked by the Avon 
Descent Committee at a gala event held in 
Bassendean the Tuesday after the Descent, 
where the Toodyay Lions Club was presented 
with a plaque.

Lions We Serve

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

THE Annual General Meeting will be held 
at the supper break on the September club 
night (yes, I do tender my abject apologies 
for putting the wrong date in last month’s 
report). The musical part of the evening 
will feature the theme ‘A Woman’s Point of 
View’, so please try to base some of your 
items around this.
 Our performers continued to be full of 
surprises at the August club evening and 
we were treated to a wonderful concert as 
always. 
 The night started with an hilarious period 
piece, a ‘shotgun’ wedding, featuring a 
giggling Leila in stunning wedding regalia 
clutching an unusual weed-of-the-month 
bouquet, Teddy standing in as a broomstick-
waving father and a magnificent performance 
by Spencer, who sang ‘The Wedding’ so 
beautifully, somehow keeping a straight face 
throughout.
 Jeanette’s surprise for us was a great 

cabaret-style song, accompanied by Allan 
on guitar, while Peter arrived with a newly-
finished tenor ukulele he had made himself. 
This had a very good sound and we look 
forward to hearing more of it. Karen also 
played an impressive flute piece from the 
‘stage’ rather than her usual place in the 
circle – well done!
 The evening featured so many members 
trying out new items and styles. There was   
Kaye’s lovely singing of her uncle’s poem, 
set to haunting music by Joy McKean, a 
rousing ‘Sixteen Tons’ by Peter and Leila 
showcasing Leila’s double bass as sole 
accompaniment and the joyous harmonies of 
Eileen, Moya, Maurice and Peter in ‘Come 
the Day’.
 Allan continued to explore new sources for 
his songs, deciding to return to the guitar for 
a change and both Gale and Will presented 
some very enjoyable versions of new country 
and western songs. Jan entertained us with 
some delightful songs ‘just for fun’, while 
Joe and Leila combined well for a bouncing 
‘San Francisco Bay Blues’.
 As always, the sing-along sessions gave 
everyone a chance to join in, including 
people like me who only sometimes manage 
to prepare individual items!
Next Meeting: 7.00 pm Friday 14th 
September. Don’t forget the Annual General 
Meeting to be held on that evening.
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance welcome so long as it is 
acoustic. Second Friday of the month at the 
CWA Hall. Further Information: Teddy or 
Spencer on 9574 4492. 

Toodyay Swimming 
Pool Action 
Committee

July Campbell
Secretary

ON 1 August we held a public meeting at St 
Stephens Anglican Church Hall, to establish 
the future of the Toodyay Swimming Pool 
Action Committee. Unfortunately there were 
only four people outside the committee who 
attended this meeting. 
 In spite of the low attendance, it was 

agreed to continue the Action Committee’s 
work until the Shire is ready to build the 
pool and we can hand over the funds raised; 
however there would be some changes to 
the frequency of meetings and committee 
positions. Sadly, Carole Plackett, our current 
president, announced that she would be 
resigning from committee after twenty years 
of devotion to the Toodyay swimming pool 
cause.
 Continuing on from the public meeting, 
the Seventh Annual General Meeting of the 
Toodyay Swimming Pool Action Committee 
was held. The President reported that the 
last twelve months’ fundraising efforts were 
not as successful as previous years, in spite 
of the continued efforts of the committee. 
The 2012-2013 financial year will see a 
commitment from the Shire to commence 
the pool project. The Treasurer presented 
her report on the financial status of the year 
ending 30 June. All accounts were continuing 
to progress steadily. Total funds raised by 
us, pledges and including those amounts in 
reserve accounts at the Shire have reached 
over $1,300,000. Many thanks to those who 
have put the time and effort in to increasing 
our total. 
 At this point the President handed the chair 
to the Vice President and all positions for 
committee were declared vacant. The results 
were as follows:
 President: Bethan Lloyd
  (9574 5882) 
Vice President: Len Campbell
Secretary: July Campbell
Treasurer: Wendy Johnson
Committee: Milton Baxter
  Mona Coffey
  Chris & Linda Ballam
 Thanks to Trevor Kerslake and Carole 
Plackett for their many years of service on 
the TSPAC Committee. 
 A special resolution was adopted to alter 
aspects of the constitution to enable the 
changes of the future running of TSPAC.
A motion that committee write to the shire 
councillors asking that the proposed aquatic 
facility be named after Carole Plackett in 
recognition of her tireless service to the 
acquisition of a swimming pool for the 
residents of Toodyay, was passed.
 Please watch the Herald for information 
on future meetings and activities of your 
Swimming Pool Action Committee.



when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets ages 12 ½ to 17, male and female  
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy.  Friday 
6:30-9:30pm during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets 1st Tuesday 8pm, The Old Police Station,Duke St Sth. 
Interested in arts/crafts workshops call Wendy 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding information & company of mums. 2nd & 4th Tuesday, 
Salvation Army Support Centre, 3 Elizabeth Pl Northam 10am-noon. 
3rd Tuesday Toodyay Playgroup 12-2pm. Call Louise for details 
9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday 1pm to 4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion Contact 
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Promoting Health Fitness & Relaxation Classes at CWA Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 9:30am to 11:00am. New members receive 
two free intro classes Contact Peter Millar 0408 364 917

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay Race Course. Contact 
Sandra 9574 4429

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday at Max Trenorden’s Offi ce, Entrance Northam Boulevard 
Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday 8pm at the old engineers quarters next to Northam 
Railway Museum Fitzgerald Street Northam Ph 9622 1192 

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-12 noon Wool Pavilion 
Toodyay Sports Ground 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
For the next immunisation clinic please call Sheree on 9574 4577 for 
details and book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday from October to April, June and August, 5pm at 
Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday 1.30pm C.W.A. Hall. New Members 
very welcome.

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd Tuesday 6pm at PB Kirby Centre, cnr Gordon & Wellington Sts, 
Northam. New members welcome. Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 
8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 for information.

FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 11.30am Playgroup Room Community Resource 
Centre Enquiries call Felicity 9574 4254

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday 1-4pm Butterly House Call Ida Edwards 9574 2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday October 5.30pm Julimar Fire Shed followed by 
BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting 10am Julimar Fire 
Shed. BYO BBQ other months 5.30pm.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. Every 
Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school holidays). 
Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 or Chere Rothwell 
9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7pm Saturday mornings 8am at 3 Wallaby 
Way, Morangup new members welcome. Call Cheryl Mustchin 9572 
9556

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st Saturday February, April, May, July, September (AGM) & 
November  at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John 9574 5681 

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday Council Chambers 7pm

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 10am at Toodyay Community Resource Centre

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages Anglican Church Hall (next to Cola Cafe), 
Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings. Phone Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday, for location & time call Dave Isbill 9574 4035 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz & Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, new studio. 
Ages 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys 9574 4459 Saturdays 9am-30pm 
(except school holidays)

TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire & Emergency Services Centre. 
Training 2nd Thursday

TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY INC
Meets 1st Monday CWA Hall, Stirling Tce, 6pm. Contact Jan 9574 
4675 or 0438 373 861

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 14, 
6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm juniors, 5-6pm 
intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is ready) Phone 
9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and volunteers to 
help run the station welcome

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Meet at CWA Hall, Stirling Terr at 7pm each Thursday night 

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays) School Library 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday Feb-Nov Toodyay Race Course call Tanzi 0427 859 493

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday Duidgee Park (near Newcastle Bridge) 8am October to 
April and 9am May to September.  Enquiries  9574 2578 

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st Thursday 10am call Gale 9574 4740 or Margaret 9574 5885 for 
next club venue. 

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays) 3.30-7pm Anglican Church Hall 
call Alison 0409 295 369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays) Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion call Claire Moore (President) 9574 4529

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday (except Jan) Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enq 9574 4462

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets 6176 Toodyay Road Thursday mornings Phone Geoff Ebdon 
9574 4568

TOODYAY MOOONDYNE FESTIVAL
Meets 2nd Monday 5.30pm Toodyay Club. New members always 
welcome Contact Jasmin 9574 4068 or email moondyncommittee@
gmail.com

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday 7pm CWA Hall call Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday Venue found in the article under ‘Environmental 
Matters. Enq to President 6364 3609, Vice President 9574 2578 or 
email toodyaynats@westnet.com.au. New members and visitors are 
made very welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday 6pm Toodyay Police Station (General Meeting bi-monthly  
Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, Dec) Enq 9574 2212

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30-11.30am Playgroup Hall Community 
Centre contact Claire Moore 9574 4529

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOC (INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris Ballam 
(Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.com

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday February May August & November Anglican Hall 
1.30pm

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday and the Felting subgroup on 2nd 
Mondays from 9am Parkers Cottage. 
President: Gretta Sauta 9574 2868; Secretary: Ange Sturman 9574 2507

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM
Please contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 for details of meetings.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday & Friday (varies). Contact 
Prim on 9574 2490

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday Fire Station 8pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Resource Centre 
9574 4184

Toodyay 
Agricultural Society
Pam Jackson
Committee Member

NOT long to go now! Have you decided 
what to enter in this year’s Toodyay Show 
on Saturday 13 October?
Lodging time for entries
The Youth Hall will be open to receive 
exhibits on Friday 12 October, in sections of :
 Art 9.30am to 12.30pm
 Photography 9am to 12pm
 Woodwork 11am to 2pm
 The Exhibition Hall including Children’s 
Sections will be open to receive exhibits in 
all sections (except hand spun and alpaca and 
coloured fleeces) on Friday 12 October from 
11am to 3pm
 Hand spun garments, alpaca and coloured 
fleeces must be received at Parker Cottage 
by Wednesday 10 October by 12 midday.
CATTLE
SECTION C in the show schedule is 
CATTLE. Do you have any cattle that you 
could enter at this year’s show?

Group C1 Large Breeds (6 classes)
Group C2 Small Breeds (6 classes)
Group C3 Trade Cattle (5 classes)

and
Cattle Handlers’ Competition

Class 1001 Novice Event 
  (8yrs to 14yrs)
Class 1002  Junior Event 
  (8yrs to 14yrs)
Class 1003  Senior Event 
  (14yrs and over)
Class 1004  Open Event 
  (12yrs and over)

All ages as at 1 Sept 2012.
AGRICULTURE
Section E is Agriculture. Classes are:

Class 1101 wheat, named, 3kg
Class 1102 oats, any variety, 
  named, 3kg
Class 1103 two-row barley, 3kg
Class 1104 wheat, for grain,
  one sheaf,
  this year’s growth
Class 1105 wheat, for chaff,
  one sheaf, untrimmed,
  this year’s growth
Class 1106 oats, for baled hay,
  one sheaf, untrimmed,
  this year’s growth
Class 1107 oats for chaff,
  one sheaf, untrimmed,
  this year’s growth
Class 1108 oats, for grain, one sheaf,
  this year’s growth
Class 1109 two-row barley, 
  for grain, one sheaf,
  this year’s growth
Class 1110 grasses and clovers and
  fodder plants, collection
  grown by exhibitor,
  one bundle of each 
  variety, named
Class 1111 lupins, any variety,
  named, 3kg
Class 1112 lupins, one sheaf, 
  untrimmed,
  this year’s growth
Class 1113 pulse crop, green sheaf,
  judged for grain only
Class 1114 canola, green sheaf,
  this year’s growth

 Show Schedules are available from the 
Visitors Centre and other businesses around 
town – pick up a copy today and look at all 
the different sections you can enter in.

FAMILY LAW

DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offi ces of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 7255
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public notices

LEYLAND 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

  Phone Steve Leyland 

 0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286

We specialise in:

Annual General Meetings

Toodyay Tourist Community Inc
The Toodyay Tourist Community Inc Annual 
General Meeting is to be held on Thursday 
6 September 2012 at 7.30pm in the dining 
room of the Freemasons Hotel Stirling Tce 
Toodyay. Membership renewed on the night, 
all positions are vacant.
 For  in format ion  on  membersh ip 
criteria and for nomination forms please  
contact pagreenway@telstra.com or phone 
9574 2116

Toodyay Junior Football Club
The Toodyay Junior Football Club AGM 
will be held at the Toodyay Showgrounds 
Pavilion on Saturday 8 September 2012 at 
2pm.
 If you want your opinions heard you need 
to attend the AGM.
 New committee members are welcomed. 

Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre Inc
The Toodyay Community Resource Centre 
Inc wishes to advise that it will hold its 
Annual General Meeting on Monday 10 
September at 6pm at the Community Centre 
79 Stirling Tce next to the Medical Centre.
 All Members are requested to attend 
and any interested persons would be most 
welcome.
 If you would like to become a Member, 
Committee Member, Volunteer or Trainer 
for courses run at the centre please call in 
and see Megan or Alison.

Anniversaries

Joe & Margaret Paulsen
Bill & Meredith Neilsen

Lea-anne & Ian MacGregor
Joanne & Martin Stacey

Sharon & Patrick Ferguson

Birthdays

Gabby Bowman
6 September
Happy 8th Birthday to our gorgeous little 
munchkin. We hope you have a wonderful 
day. 
 With lots of love from Mummy, Daddy, 
Samuel and Faith xxxxx

Stan Eastwood Ned Bowden
Amy Douglas Paul Sutton
Russell Johnson Taylor Ferguson
Samuel Ferguson Liz Ferguson
Michael Cox Anastasia Buettner
Di Hamlyn Paul Stacey
Jeremy Ferguson Patrick Ferguson
Charles Danger Julian Beveridge
Charlotte Watson Leanne Sloper
Rachelle Chitty Joel Welburn
Mathew Welburn Audrey Elson
Shelley Kingston Ashlee Leonhard
Mavis Farstad Peter Morris
Darren MacGregor Joe Paulsen
Margaret Paulsen Eva Beveridge

Obituary

PETERS Ruby Esther
24.7.1921 – 15.8.2012

The following is the eulogy spoken by Allan 
Chitty recently at the funeral of the late 
Ruby Peters:

OUR family would like to thank you all 
for joining us here today to help celebrate 
Ruby’s wonderful life.
 She was born Ruby Esther Chitty on the 
24th July 1921 at Glenmore, the family home 
just a few miles up the Bindoon Dewars Pool 
Road.
 She was one of ten children, 5 girls and 
5 boys, who grew up on Glenmore farm, 
enjoying a wonderful life with their parents, 
Mary and Jim.
 Ruby went to school in Toodyay and in 
1931, along with her sister, Alma, survived 
the horrific school bus accident which 
claimed the lives of five of their little friends. 
The memory of this tragedy stayed with them 
all their life.
 It was while convalescing at Lady Lawley 
Cottages after the accident that they were to 
see the ocean for the first time. Rube told of 
how scared she was at the sight of so much 
water and, many years later while fishing 
off the coast of Geraldton, she was to spend 
the night at sea in a broken-down boat. For 
someone who was scared of all that water 
and couldn’t swim, it was a long night.
 She helped out on the farm after leaving 
school and then moved to the city in her 
late teens, working first as a home help then 
moving on to waitressing.
 Rube was a real fun-loving, people person 
and, when she became the head waitress 
at the Esplanade Hotel, she just loved the 
excitement of meeting and serving the rich 
and famous
 She loved travel and, with her very dear 
friend, Jean, who is here today, they went 
on some great trips and cruises together.
 Ruby excelled at sport and won many dart 
and bowling championships. She thoroughly 
enjoyed dressing up and acting in the end of 
year dos.
 Ruby was a passionate Eagles supporter 
and a very animated TV viewer to the 
extent of phoning Marlene and asking her 
to organise new carpet for her lounge room. 
When Marlene asked why (as her carpet was 
near new), Ruby replied that she had worn it 
out going back and forth to the TV coaching 
the Eagles. 
 Rube also had a lucky streak when it came 
to raffles, once winning 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize 
in a raffle at the bowling club, giving back 
2nd and 3rd for a redraw, only to win again.
 Another time she bought a $5 ticket at a 
church fete and won a Pacific cruise for two. 
Then, on the cruise, she also won the jackpot 
at the casino.
 Ruby has been a very kind and caring 
person and has brought great pleasure to 
her sisters, family and friends with her fun-
loving ways and her wicked and sometimes 
naughty sense of humour. Ruby took great 
pleasure in asking Uncle Dick, “Do you 
have a piece of string on yah, Dick?” He 
would answer “No, but I do have some in 
my pocket!”
 Dad was heading to Perth and going to 
call in and see Aunty Ruby; he had phoned 
her the night before to say he was coming. 
She wasn’t home when he arrived but, on 
the front door there was a big note, ‘Key is 
under the mat.” Dad said, “She may as well 
have left it in the door!”
 At all our family gatherings she truly has 
been the life of the party, the most memorable 

being dancing on the coffee table on her 90th 
birthday.
 We especially want to thank Dr Richard 
Walkey for his wonderful care of Ruby over 
the past seven years and especially the last 
few weeks.
 Our sincere thanks to the Silver Chain 
staff in Toodyay for the great service they 
gave to Ruby. Also the staff at Avon Valley 
Residency; our heartfelt thanks to you all for 
your love and care of Ruby throughout her 
time with you, and for your friendship and 
care of us as a family in the last few days of 
Ruby’s life. You were just wonderful. Thank 
you.
 Aunty Ruby looked after me for a couple 
of years after mum passed away to help Dad 
out and for that I will always be grateful.
 The things that stick in my mind about 
Aunty Rube is the time I found plover eggs 
up the paddock and was so pleased with 
them I carried them back to the house very 
carefully to show her. Aunty Rube was 
ironing so I very gently put them up on 
table and told her to look, she turned around 
knocked the eggs and they rolled off the table 
landed on the ground and broke. She was so 
upset and so was I.
 I spent time with her on holidays where 
she taught me to fish. She also bought me a 
surf board and took me to the beach where 
I got caught in a rip and then things went 
pear-shaped! As Aunty Rube couldn’t swim, 
she was screaming for help and, luckily for 
me, a lady came to my rescue. That ended 
the day at the beach and she said, “It took 10 
years off my life!”
 I remember when I went to stay at Aunty 
Rube’s place just across the road from the 
Dutch Biscuit Factory where she worked. 
She would always bring home lots of broken 
biscuits and you could eat as many as you 
liked. 
 Aunty Ruby, for a treat, would take me to 
the drive-in movies.
 One of the hardest things I had to do was 
to put Aunty Rube into full-time care at the 
Avon Valley Residency. When I left her 
there I felt so sorry for her as she was such 
an independent person who had always 
managed her own affairs.
 I will miss your sense of humour your 
stories and most of all I will miss you.

Allan Chitty

Our Aunty Rube

It was home at Glenmore where Rube’s 
life begun

The seventh of ten children, born to her 
mum.

She loved the farm and the life that they 
had, 

Singing and dancing and music by Dad. 
And tennis on Sunday at the neighbours 

she’d play, 
And the afternoon tea’s there, she still 

remembers today.

These are the things she often recalls, 
Like Christmas at the Malkup – she loved 

it all. 
Life was so simple, no TV or car, 
Just family and friends, and the horse and 

cart. 

Leaving this life, it must have been hard, 
To become the top waitress at the Esplanade. 
Serving the best from around the world, 
What a change in the life of this little 

farm girl. 
She travelled away and the work was the 

same,
Still serving the best, and those of great 

fame. 
But always there, deep in her heart, 
Were the memories of home, and her 

humble start. 

Now the years have passed by and we all 
know it’s true

Her love and her friendship, has touched 
each one of you. 

She’s looked after, laughed with, and 
surrounded with love, 

The old, the sick, and the new born bubs. 
And all who are here will remember a time,
When you were touched by her heart, and 

a hand that was kind. 
Rube truly was a blessing sent from above, 
And we will remember her friendship, her 

humour, her dancing and all that love. 
Written with love

Marlene Andrijich
x

Peg Nelligan Val Kissane
Veya Due Glenyce Bosnjak
Milton A Baxter Ken Prowse

Jayden Prowse

First Aid

St John Ambulance First Aid Course is being 
held on Sunday 16 September at Toodyay. 
This is the last one scheduled for the year, 
so book early. Registration and payment 
required to obtain your pack for the theory, 
then the 16th is an all day practical course. 
 Contact Jenny Willgoss at L J Hooker on 
9574 2455 or a/h on 9574 2412.

General

Chittering Wildflower Festival 2012
Thursday 13 September – Sunday 16th 
September 2012, 10am – 4pm daily in the 
Bindoon Hall.
 For further information contact Chittering 
Visitor Centre on 9576 1100 
or email : bindinfo@iinet.net.au

Family Football Fun Day and Footy 
Camp
The Annual Parents vs 16s match on 
Saturday 8 September starts at 11am with a 
variety of kids activities from bouncy castles 
to face painting.
 Football Presentations for all age groups 
from Auskick - 16s and Under will follow 
the AGM.
 We are also holding a big-screen outdoor 
movie on the oval once it’s dark and everyone 
can stay and camp the night so bring your 
tents, swags, utes, and come down for what 
promises to be a fantastic football day. 
 Please note no fires or cars are permitted 
on the oval.

In Memoriam

SINCLAIR John
5.11.1957 – 27.7.2012
Mark, Dianne, Sandra, Bev, Vicky, Rhonda 
and families extend our heartfelt thanks to 
family and to the many Toodyay friends for 
attending John’s funeral and the condolences, 
cards, phone calls and thoughts received. 
Special thanks to the amazing ladies from 
Silver Chain for their wonderful care and 
compassion.

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
Saturday

9am to noon

mailto:pagreenway@telstra.com

