
Grant Scobie

FRIDAY 12 August marks a very sad day 
for the Toodyay Community.
 After 20 years as Toodyay’s chief medical 
practitioner, Dr Richard Walkey is moving 
on to take up practise in Wongan Hills. 
From the support the community has shown 
him recently, it is obvious that this was a 
hard choice for him to make and that his 
departure will be a blow for his clients who 
appreciate his skills as a doctor and consider 
him a friend.
 After coming to Australia from Britain 
for 15 weeks in 1985 Richard worked in 
Melbourne and Perth, at times as the only 
doctor on call in WA. After attaining his 
residency, Richard looked for work in 
rural Victoria to no avail. He noticed an 
advertisement for a doctor in Norseman, 
WA and thought that, as he was from the 
north of England, Norseman might be 
where he should go. He applied and was 
accepted but was told that he should buy 
an air-conditioned car.
 After driving his column shift, air-
conditioned Ford Falcon across the Nullabor 
with his parents, he made it to Norseman 
and was surprised to find that the town was 
nothing like he’d imagined.
 However, he was able to make a life there 
for four years becoming the footy club 
president and barman and even playing 
competition squash.
 As he was looking to move closer to Perth, 

Farewell, Dr Walkey
possibly the hills, he met the Toodyay Police 
Sergeant at the time who suggested coming 
here.
 So Richard came to Toodyay in 1991, 
setting up practice in the old Toodyay Club 
building (now Vince’s Italian Restaurant.) 
“It was very difficult,” he said, “because 
there was no privacy. You had to be careful 
with everything you said so that you weren’t 
being overheard in the waiting room next 
door.
 “Whenever one of the patients would start 
to speak a little too loud, my receptionist 
would suddenly need to type loudly and 
furiously to try to drown them out,” said 
Richard.
 In April 1992, the Alma Beard Community 
Health Centre was officially opened and 
Richard and his staff took up residence 
almost immediately.
 Since then The Toodyay Medical Centre 
has gone from strength to strength, 
upgrading facilities, adding new diagnostic 
machines, putting in a generator to protect 
against black outs (this last was done soon 
after the fire of December 2009 as the need 
was brought home.)
 Richard certainly made Toodyay his 
home, buying a property just outside town 
where he was close enough to the surgery 
in case of emergency but also able to enjoy 
the country around him and the country life 
(when he had the time!)
 Richard’s parents, for some years, spent 
six months in Toodyay and the other six in 

Britain, finally moving here permanently 
with Richard acting as their sponsor, an act 
of which he is proud. His father was heavily 
involved in the Toodyay Golf Club, only 
giving it up to look after his ailing wife. 
George Walkey has since passed away while 
Richard’s mother, Vivien, remains at the 
Northam Hospice.
 Richard has also been a respected 
benefactor in Toodyay, making donations 
to most of the clubs in the area as well as 
the Christmas Lights on the Medical Centre 
and, by far his largest, the 2010 Festival of 
Plenty. He paid for the lights on Connors 
Mill and, as an unpaid TA (tradesman’s 
assistant) he has worked weekends and 
evenings to help with wiring the new 
Toodyay Library and Duidgee Park (to 
name a couple.)
 He says that, having lived in Toodyay 
longer than he’s lived anywhere else in his 
life, the change hasn’t hit home, yet. “It’s 
all a bit surreal,” he said.  “I don’t think it 
will hit home until the day comes when I 
walk out the door.”
 Richard will be sorely missed by many 
of the Toodyay community but it’s his 
humility that comes out when asked if there 
was anything he’d like to say in closing. “I 
appreciate everything that everyone’s done 
for me over the last 20 years.”
 And we appreciate everything he’s done 
for us, both on a personal level and as a 
community.
 Thank you, Richard, and farewell.
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Peter Robinson

FIRSTLY, I would like to express my 
condolences to Cr Wroth and family at the 
passing of his mother the week before the 
Council meeting. Understandably Cr Wroth 
was not in attendance at the July Ordinary 
Council meeting.
 We had a very well presented submission 
from Robbie Pearce relating to an extractive 
industry licence application and another from 
Chris Ballam concerning the Race Club 
lease.
Sand and Clay Pits
The first Planning and Development 
recommendation was for an extractive 
industry licence along Clackline Rd, 
requested by a local truck operator. There 
was a requirement for the first 50m of the 
access road onto Clackline Rd to be sealed 
before any extraction takes place. The 
proponent requested that he be given 90 days 
to carry out the sealing as it is not practical 
to seal roads in mid winter. This and a few 
other changes were approved. 
 The second item was also an extractive 
licence, this time it was for clay in the 
Hoddy’s Well – Chitty Rd area. This 
item was deferred to a forum to allow 
more investigation. With these extractive 
applications there are often objections 
submitted citing a problem with increased 
truck movements. I wonder how many extra 
truck movements are in fact being added to 
our roads. Some of the applications are for 
a renewal of an expired licence while others 
are for a new pit when an existing pit has 
been worked out. In these cases there are no 
extra truck movements being created. Does 
our Shire keep a tally of the total current 
truck movements permitted? Even when 
there are more trucks on the road, that should 
be used to support a case for improved roads 
rather than a restriction on industry.
Targa West Rally
The service area for the rally has been moved 
to the showgrounds area for the Saturday 

Fly on the Wall
event and into Stirling Terrace for Sunday’s 
race. 
Street Display
Vinnies has now been given permission to 
display goods on the footpath outside their 
shop. We are slowly getting the town to look 
alive and vibrant. 
Planning Strategy
The WA Planning Commission (WAPC) 
has submitted a draft Wheatbelt Land Use 
Strategy for consideration by the affected 
Councils. The 155,256km2 area covered by 
this strategy takes in the area bounded by the 
Shires of West Arthur, Lake Grace, Yilgarn 
(Southern Cross) and Dandaragan. Council 
endorsed a response developed by the Shire 
staff which points out several anomalies.
Waste Collection
Tenders for the kerbside waste collection and 
the recycling service (two separate contracts) 
have been received. Back in April this 
year Council decided to use the WALGA’s 
services to develop tender documents and 
coordinate the tender process. This report is 
very detailed and complex (30 pages), so it 
is not surprising that some Councillors felt a 
need to defer the item to forum. The deferral 
motion was passed 8 to 0.
Race Club Lease
The Race Club Lease (also a lengthy 
document) was discussed and eventually 
passed with some amendments. A deferral 
motion was lost 6 to 2. There was some 
concern expressed over the role and rights 
of the other equestrian organisations that 
use the race track area/facilities. For the 
sake of everybody’s enjoyment of their 
chosen recreational activities we all hope 
that the parties can come to some amicable 
agreement on the use and management of 
the area.
Condolence Motion
The final item of the evening was a unanimous 
condolence motion to Cr Wroth.
The next Shire Q&A meeting will be on 
Saturday 20 August in the foyer of the 
Memorial Hall. 

Kathy Robinson

THIS is a scam that is going the rounds 
at the moment. I don’t believe I’m the 
only one in Toodyay to be targeted. They 
go through the phone book and ask you 
to verify your name and address as it is 
in there. They also check the address of 
the local newsagent so as to sound more 
convincing.
 I was contacted on Wednesday 27 July 
by an Indian sounding male, not a hugely 
strong accent, calling himself Fred Wilson. 
He said he was from the Australian Council 
and they had been working to get monies 
back from banks who had overcharged 
customers with excessive fees. I was to 
receive $3,441. I asked for a website address 
and was given www.financialredress.com.
au which really is a company working on 
a class action against bank overcharging.
 To receive this money, I had to go to the 
newsagent (and this is where his ‘local 
knowledge’ of the address came in) and buy 
a UKash Voucher for $100 and he would 
ring me back for the verification code so I 
could get my money. I did my due diligence 
and looked up UKash online and they 
were a legitimate company and our local 
newsagent sold the vouchers.
 Fred rang me again early the next day 
asking if I had the voucher and for me to 
read off the voucher number. By then I’d 
realised that this was a scam so I changed 
one of the numbers when I read it to him. 
This caused great consternation as they 
couldn’t ‘verify’ the number.
 They told me they needed to verify the 

Beware of this Scam
voucher number before I could get my 
cheque. There were more phone calls from 
him and his ‘supervisor’ Jennifer Lee 
(also Indian sounding) saying the voucher 
number was wrong and my newsagent had 
scammed me.
 They gave their address as 376 Elizabeth 
Street Surrey Hills NSW (which happens to 
be the address for the Australia Council for 
the Arts). I checked on Google Maps and 
the address seemed to be a hotel so I rang 
them to find out if these people were staying 
there. The manager told me that someone 
else from WA had rung him with the same 
story around five months ago. He also said 
he would contact the NSW Police.
 The phone number they gave me was 
02 8041 7205 which I did ring and it was 
answered by a female (Jennifer Lee?) 
saying ‘Australian Council’. The number 
they used to call me was 02 5619 9300.
The scam is having you buy a $100 
UKash voucher then giving these people 
the voucher number so they can spend 
that money online. They are very smooth, 
especially Fred, who calmly says that ‘this 
is just procedure’ that they have to go 
through so we can get our money.
 If you get a call from someone from the 
Australian Council or any other organisation 
asking you to buy a $100 UKash voucher, 
please give them my best wishes and tell 
them the police, newspapers and television 
stations have been given the story, wish 
them a happy day and hang up. If you want, 
ask them if their mothers know what they 
are doing and just how ashamed they would 
be if they found out. 

Did You Know?

On 25 August 1891, travelling American balloonist Miss Millie Viola made a 
successful hot air balloon ascent and parachute descent at Newcastle, at 
2 pm. She used her new balloon, the ‘Phoenix’. She also made a successful 
ascent at Northam a few days later. (From The long Toodyay Chronology, Part 
1, 1829-1900, 2nd ed., Toodyay Historical Society Inc.)
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Karen Jacomelli

TOODYAY Citizen of the Year, Pam 
Tennant, was acknowledged by the St John 
Ambulance Service in a ‘Length of Service’ 
presentation ceremony at Belmont. 
 At the awards, Tony Ahern, CEO of St 
John Ambulance WA, presented Pam with 
an award for her ten years of service (pro 
rata) with the organisation.
 Pam’s commitment to the St John 
Ambulance Service in Toodyay has seen 
her be an active member of the Toodyay 
Sub Centre for 17 years as a volunteer. 
In this role she has acted firstly as a very 
competent ambulance officer, but also as a 
First Aid Trainer and Skills Trainer for other 
volunteers.
 She has served on the management 
committee of the Sub Centre for 15 years 
and, in that time, has served as committee 
member and in various appointed roles 
including treasurer, secretary and special 
events organiser.
 Her astute financial management has 
assisted the Sub Centre to grow to what it is 
today – well equipped with four ambulances 
over three locations, a high standard of 
building infrastructure and strong team of 
dedicated volunteers.
 Pam now works as Officer Manager in 
a paid, part time capacity. This completes 
her involvement with St John Ambulance 
in Toodyay to cover every aspect of the 
Sub Centre’s functions. Outside her hours 
as Office Manager she is still one of the 
service’s most active volunteers.
 From the time an emergency call is 
received, Pam will probably answer the 
phone regardless of the time of day or night. 
She will ensure there is someone to handle 
the job, and often that will be Pam herself. 
 When the Ambulance is dispatched, it will 
be fuelled, serviced and functioning, with all 
necessary medical supplies. Various batteries 
will be charged, communications equipment 
will be working and necessary paperwork 
available, all because Pam has checked. 
 The volunteer Ambulance Officers are 
competent because Pam has mentored them 
and kept their refresher training up to date. 
When the task of delivering the patient to 
the hospital is complete, Pam will deal with 
the paperwork and address any problems 

that need to be rectified. She maintains the 
supply of stores and drafts up rosters.
 The Sub Centre’s budget goes that bit 
further with Pam managing it. Her budgetary 
restraint is legendary.
 The whole system functions because Pam 
is toiling away quietly but industriously 
behind the scenes to ensure that it does 
function.
 Pam has received a number of awards 
through the St John system including:
• Priory Vote of Thanks (recognises 

outstanding contributions to the service 
and not readily awarded);

• Western Australian Sub Centre trainer of 
the year in 2008;

• 12 year service medal;
• Certificate of Commendation (for a 

‘difficult’ incident attended in 2009).

Awards Keep 
Rolling in for Pam 

Tennant

Karate Club’s Trip to 
Malaysia

Making Friends

AN excited group of karate students from 
Toodyay, Northam and Bakers Hill flew into 
Singapore, travelled to Malaysia by bus and 
triumphantly reached their destination of 
Johor Bahru on 1 July. They were there to 
attend karate seminars with Sensei Andre 
Bertel but, unfortunately, through no fault 
of his own, the arrangements fell through.

 The members of Avon Valley Shotokan 
along with Leo Pintos from Sydney and 
a group of students from Singapore met 
with the Malaysian hosts and decided to 
continue with the planned weekend of karate. 
The sessions were taken in turn by Sensei 
Azlimmi Himzal of Seiken Karatenomichi 
Academy and Sensei Ken Bainbridge of 
Avon Valley Shotokan, each injecting his 
experience and understanding of Shotokan 
Karate into the practical sessions. Senseis 
Ken and Helen were also guest examiners 
at a grading. 
 The standard of karate shown by the 
Australian students, their friendliness 
and willingness to share their knowledge 
impressed everyone. Sensei Ken was the 

‘International Karate Master’ and his group 
of students was admired and loved by all - 
outstanding ambassadors for our club and 
our community. Firm and lasting friendships 
were made, with exchange visits between the 
clubs proposed for next year.
 On 4 July, the Australian visitors were 
taken to the Kota Tinggi Waterfalls and 
treated to a picnic of delicious Malaysian 
food. It was a wonderful day of getting to 
know our new Muslim friends highlighted 
by a great game of water polo with young 
people from all over the globe involved. 
Sensei Ken again took the 8.30pm class at 
the dojo that night, with Helen and Jordan 
assisting. The juniors in this class went 
home at 10pm (a school night!) and training 
finished at midnight! This does not happen 
in Australia!

 Overall, though the trip did not quite 
proceed as planned, every participant felt that 
the experience was positive and worthwhile. 
Cultural understanding was strengthened as 
our ‘differences’ faded away and we can’t 
wait to introduce our new friends to our club

(Back) L-R Samantha Douglas, Andrew 
Lee, Sensei Azlimmi Himzal (Malaysia),

Sensei Ken Bainbridge (Toodyay), Sensei 
Helen Bainbridge

(Front) L-R Russell Johnson, Sensei Leo 
Pintos (Sydney), Jordan Turnock

RSL Toodyay 
Sub-branch

John Adams
Secretary/Treasurer

AT our last meeting, Taylor Ferguson gave 
a presentation about her experiences on the 
Sandakan Memorial Tour of Borneo. 
 It was most pleasing to hear how much the 
experience of undertaking this tour meant 
to Taylor and her family. Taylor and her 
mother, Liz, presented the sub-branch with 
a painting by Non Meston depicting the sad 
events at Sandakan during World War II. 
Congratulations and thanks are extended to 

Taylor and her family for representing our 
sub-branch and the Toodyay community on 
this tour.
 We wish to remind everyone that 18 August 
is Vietnam Veterans Day. A short service 
will be held at the Toodyay War Memorial 
at 11am. Anyone interested in this event is 
invited to attend.
 Our next meeting, which is our Annual 
General Meeting, will be held at The Toodyay 
Club at 2pm on Saturday 3 September.

Did You Know?

On 21 August 1851, after a difficult 
crossing over the ford to the right bank 
of the swollen Avon River, the ticket-of-
leave men made the half mile journey 
upstream to the first Toodyay Convict 
Hiring Depot site on Lots 69 and R1 in 
old Toodyay. (From The long Toodyay 
Chronology, Part 1, 1829-1900, 2nd ed., 

Toodyay Historical Society Inc.)
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MOKKA

New Medical 
Team Doesn’t 

Want Any Fuss
Grant Scobie

TOODYAY’S new medical team, which 
will take over from Dr Richard Walkey in 
mid-August, wishes to continue the good 
work of their predecessor.
 Dr Tom McGee and Dr Rebecca Doedens 
want to get started with a minimum of fuss.
 “We are hoping for as smooth a handover 
as possible so that community anxieties are 
allayed as to the continuity of service in 
Toodyay,” said Dr McGee. “We know that 
the community is very supportive of Dr 
Walkey so we’d like to try to pick up where 
he left off.”
 Tom and Rebecca own a small farm in the 
Chittering Valley. Tom is a self-confessed, 
‘not very good’ farmer but loves the 
challenges it brings.
 Both are GPs but each has special 
interests: Rebecca in ladies’ and children’s 
health and Tom in skin cancer.
 They worked for some time at the 
Bindoon Medical Centre but moved to a 
practice in South Perth. Since then, they’ve 
been looking for a position near the farm 
where they can commute to work. When 
their former colleague from the Bindoon 
practice, Toodyay psychologist Richard 
Taylor, mentioned Toodyay, it was the 
perfect solution.
 Shire of Toodyay President, Cr Kevin 
Hogg said that he and the other councillors 
were absolutely delighted with the outcome.
 “It’s exciting to have the spread of 
interests that these doctors will bring to 
the community,” said Cr Hogg. “I look 
forward to a long and beneficial relationship 
in the provision of medical services in the 
community.” 
 Tom and Rebecca hope to keep as much 
as possible at the medical centre the same 
including using the same staff if they wish 
to stay on. “We want to keep this transition 
as easy as possible for the people of 
Toodyay,” they said. “We don’t want any 
fuss.”
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TO THE PEOPLE of Toodyay who are my 
friends and customers, I would love to say 
thank you for your patronage and company. 
I have had a wonderful 2 years in business 
at Shoemakers House. From now on I will 
be offering the same service to you all from 
The Moondyne Hideaway located at 100 
Stirling Tce, Toodyay. The phone number 
should remain the same (9574 5771) and I 
will be open for business at this new location 
from 3 August. Looking forward to seeing 
you all soon.

Clare Love
Beauty Therapist

FAREWELL TO TWO wonderful residents 
of this town, Dr Richard Walkey and Sean 
Byron. 
 Lucky Wongan Hills residents to have 
acquired the services of a wonderful doctor 
and an electrician. 
 My personal experience over the past ten 
years has found Richard Walkey to be one 
of the most dedicated doctors I have ever 
met - doctor, counsellor and friend. 
 To Sean, your dedication and generosity 
to the Toodyay community knew no bounds. 
Christmas time will not be the same this year. 
You are both held in the highest regard. 
 I am aware that works are already in 
progress to acquire the services of another 
doctor/doctors for Toodyay. My feelings 
about that is ‘wonderful’ but it is not Richard 
Walkey and I have spoken to many other 
residents who feel the same way. 
 To the Medical Action Group members, 
thank you for all your hard work. 
 Richard and Sean, you will both be greatly 
missed in this town. My husband and I wish 
you both every happiness for the future. 
 We would also like to thank all the staff at 
the Toodyay Medical Centre. 

Janine and Jeff Plummer

PEOPLES/LADIES AND Gentleman. – no 
guys allowed.
 So we are adopting another American 
show. Halloween was bad enough! 
 We scream at animal cruelty – what about 
to the ‘tiny tots’?
 Only solution I can see is don’t watch the 
show! Poor ratings will prevent repeats, I 
hope.
 C o n t a c t  s p o n s o r s  t o  v o i c e  o u r 
disappointment. 
 Thank you,

Jeanette Mills

A BIG THANK you to the very kind folks 
who came to my assistance on the Toodyay 
Northam Road on  Wednesday 6 July.
 My car decided to stop and, fortunately, 
passers-by gave me their time, for which I’m 
truly grateful.

Jim Bruce

I WAS BEMUSED, astonished and laughed 
about the assumption expressed in the, 
allegedly futuristic, July 2020 edition on 
the Exhibition Schedule for the Toodyay 
Art Centre: “the works... of long forgotten 
musicians, The Beatles and Rolling Stones, 
who many may remember listening to 
on childhood visits to their grandparent’s 
home.”
 Give us a break. This is a ridiculous 
statement.
 Those musicians’ music is 50 years “old” 
and, in 2020, they will be played as much as 
classic, baroque and other music is hundreds 
of years later. “Decades ago” ... oh, where 
is the mental attitude of present days when 
what grandparents played then (or today) is 
STILL played today and will be played in 
2020? That music will be NO secret and no 
forgotten oldies’ stuff because that music in 
particular broke new ground and is replayed 
and replayed and re-constructed and re-
arranged and has found its entrance into 
classical repertoires around the globe. You 

CONGRATULATIONS MUST GO to 
the owners of the Old Stables property 
on Goomalling Road for restoring the 
corrugated iron roofs blown off this historic 
building in the last big storm. Restoration 
(rather than active destruction or destruction 
by neglect) of Toodyay’s heritage sites seems 
so rare these days.    
 Organising new roofs must have been 
an expensive exercise but the results look 
stunning and must surely enhance the 
property’s value. 
 Well done on a fantastic renovation effort. 

Naomi Millett  

August 2020
GOOD TO HEAR about the installation of 
the second wind turbine. 
 In the planning stages of the wind-farm, it 
was refreshing to see the transparent, socially 
responsible approach taken by the Shire 
Council, genuinely considering the views 
and apprehensions of their constituents and 
duly responding, a culture that has generally 
persisted since.
 The senate inquiry initiated in June ’11, 
subsequent to the numerous reports from 
those living close to existing wind-farms, 
of annoyance, sleep deprivation, ultimately 
health problems and of course reduced 
property values, motivated Council to 
stipulate a 1.5 kilometre distance between 
a wind turbine and any existing residence. 
A site minimising visual impact was also 
found. 
 Now shareholders can rest easy knowing 
their financial gain is not at the expense 
of another ’s health or lifestyle and 
their investment is not at risk of future 
compensatory litigation.  

R Barker

I ALWAYS LOOK forward to receiving my 
Toodyay Herald every month and catching 
up on what’s happening on the other side of 
the country.
 I found the Living Communities Vision 2020 
feature in the July edition an absolute delight 
- most entertaining and very reassuring to 
know there’s a community with a sense of 
humour and some imagination as well. What 
a relief!

Vera Sapov
Braidwood, NSW

can even find it in so-called second and third 
world nations’ rhythms (and vice versa) and 
new arrangements there around the camp 
fires.
  Kind Regards

M Zechetmayr



 THE TOODYAY HERALD August 2011 Page 5.

Morgan Sudlow & Associates. Recognised professionals 
in selling property across Western Australia. 

Member of REIWA

Offi ce 9386 0000 www.morgansudlow.com.au

Serious About Selling!

• Lifestyle Properties
• Broadacre Farms
• Residential Homes
• Vacant Land

Free Appraisals

Find our listings on:

• www.morgansudlow.com.au
• www.realestate.com.au
• www.reiwa.com.au
• www.aussiehomes.com.au

TIM WALKER
0409 440 038

tim@morgansudlow.com.au

THOMPSONS FUNERAL
SERVICES

 
Honest advice at a time

of great need
 

Tel:  96 225517
378 Fitzgerald Street, Northam

Email:  thompsonsfunerals@westnet.com.au

 
"Our family caring for yours since 1993"

Notice of 
Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting
of

The Toodyay Herald Inc
will be held on

Wednesday 14 September
commencing at

7.00pm
at

The Toodyay Herald
92b Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Local Producers 
At New Chittering 
Farmers’ Market

The Christos Valley Estate in Lower 
Chittering opened its gates on Sunday 17 
July for its second monthly Farmers’ Market 
and welcomed more than 3,000 visitors to 
the vineyard.
 The 33 stalls offered a broad range of 
quality fresh, seasonal and local produce and 
products including Esslemont Estate’s olives 
and olive oil.
 Just one year after planting 1,800 olive 
trees, Margaret Esslemont and her husband 
John were hit by a plague of locusts. By 
various ingenious methods they were able 
to protect their young trees from complete 
devastation and soldiered on. Then they 
narrowly escaped the bushfires that swept 
through Toodyay. 
 Margaret has sold her organic olives, 

extra virgin olive 
oils and olive 
o i l  p r o d u c t s 
at the first and 
second ‘Farmers’ 
Markets  on a 
Farm’ at Christos 
Valley Estate in 
June and July 
and will be back 
again in August 
and September. 
The welcoming, 
f r i e n d l y 
a t m o s p h e r e 
of the market 
e n c o u r a g e d 

visitors to linger at the tables and chairs in 
the vineyard over a coffee or glass of wine 
whilst buggy rides to the higher parts of the 
Estate enabled visitors to enjoy the sweeping 
views of the beautiful Chittering Valley.
 “It’s a lovely day out – somewhere different 
to go at the weekend,” she said.
 Margaret and John bought Esslemont 
Estate, on the edge of the Julimar Forest, in 
1999 and planted those 1,800 trees in 2000. 
The estate, on Timberden Drive, was their 
third property in Toodyay. 
 They decided to go organic in 2003 and, 
after a further three years, completed the 
certification process. “It just seemed the right 
thing to do,” said Margaret. “When you have 
grandkids you don’t want to be spraying 
chemicals.”
 They supply many organic outlets such 
as ‘Organic on Charles’ and ‘Absolutely 
Organic’ and have now found many 
customers are buying online.

 The next ‘Farmers’ Market on a Farm’ will 
be held on Sunday 21 August, 9am – 1pm. 
Christos Valley Estate is at 260 Chittering 
Valley Road, Lower Chittering. For more 
information about the markets, call Despina 
on 0412 920 012. 

WA Hatters Return 
to the Site of the 

Bush Fires 
SUSAN AKA Queen (Mum) of the Gardens 
from the Dolphinettes, Mandurah, relays her 
news of the recent return to Toodyay to the 
scene of the devastating fires of December 
2009.
 The group was instrumental in establishing 
the ‘Buy a Bucket’ scheme, co-opting 
support from other Red Hatters whereby they 
filled up buckets with goodies and distributed 
them to people when they returned to their 
homes, many months later.

 Recently, 34 Red Hatters from WA, who 
participated in the ‘Buy a Bucket’ scheme, 
returned to see for themselves how a 
community has rebuilt and meet some of 
those survivors they so generously helped. 
Following a gathering at Noble Falls for 
morning tea, they were welcomed by the 
Mi-Ladies of Moondyne (Toodyay).
 QM Susan said, “We saw how some 
people have yet to rebuild and therefore saw 
firsthand the devastation and heard from 
one gentleman of the ‘little’ things that are 
never taken into account when one is trying 
to recover from such a disaster.
 “However, the houses that have been 
rebuilt stand testament to the stoic nature 
of people who come together after such 
a trauma.  Our thoughts go out to all our 
fellow sisters in the Eastern States who this 
year experienced similar situations with the 
terrible floods. 
 “The kitchen bucket was undertaken by 
several Chapters and those able to come to 
Toodyay were, namely The Dolphinettes, 
Highland Highnesses, Strawberry Tarts, 
Hattitude for Fun, Raspberry Ripples, 
Gossamer Girls and Relevant Rebels.”
 QM Susan reiterated that, although the 
idea came from one person in the first place, 
it could never have happened without the 
tremendous support of the Red Hat Ladies 
and she is extremely proud to be a Red Hatter 
and to show others what the Sisterhood can 
achieve. 
 Also, by a strange coincidence in the 
immediate aftermath of the fires, Maxine 
(Lady Antiquity) was one of the first helpers 
on the scene and went to Toodyay for a week 
to cook and distribute food to the survivors. 
Susan further adds, “We didn’t know Maxine 
then and that she too was a Red Hatter who 
is now a proud member of the Dolphinettes.” 

Desraé Clarke

JOHN Dell,  Patron of the Toodyay 
Naturalists’ Club since 1994, was recognised 
for his great contribution, over very many 
years, to the area of natural history and 
conservation by the award of the Public 
Service Medal in the 2011 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list. 
 The citation reads: 

‘For outstanding public service to the 
advancement of natural history and 
conservation’.

 John has been an untiring supporter of the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club since the mid 
1980s; he was appointed patron to our Club 
in July 1994. John currently works with the 
Terrestrial Ecosystems Branch of the Office 
of the Environmental Protection Authority 
and previously with the Western Australian 
Museum. John has had a life-long interest 
in the WA Naturalists’ Club holding many 
positions on committee including past 
President and the Journal Editor for many, 
many years. I can remember one of the very 
senior members of the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club telling me how John, as a young lad, 
would ride his bike to a meeting of the WA 
Naturalists’ Club and this gentleman would 
give him a lift home. 
 John had been awarded a travel grant in 
1985 to study small mammals and to lecture 
in the Peoples Republic of China, Australia 
China Council. In 1988 he was awarded the 
Australian Natural History Medal and has 

John Dell PSM
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club Patron

been a member of the Rottnest Island Board 
Environment Advisory Committee since its 
establishment in 2002.
 Over the years of John’s connection with 
the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club he has given 
presentations on a vast array of topics. These 
have included the plight of nocturnal birds 
(he brought four magnificent specimens 
to illustrate his talk), a presentation on 
small terrestrial mammals including bats, 
Pygmy possums and the Chuditch. He has 
always had a great interest in reptiles and 
his knowledge, which he readily shares, is 
incredible. On a Toodyay Naturalists’ Club 
campout in the Avon Valley National Park 
John led a walk to find geckos and - geckos 
he found, knowing their tiny hiding places 
beneath bark, etc! The included photo (by 
Wayne Clarke) was taken when John led a 
walk in the Wongamine Nature Reserve on 
the weekend of the Club celebrating its Forty 
Years Anniversary.
 For three decades John monitored an 
isolated gecko population on a small remnant 
bushland area on a Konnongorring farm. 
Unfortunately, the area was ravaged by fire 
and all the animals perished. 
 John’s contribution and knowledge to 
the advancement of natural history and 
conservation commands respect by both the 
scientific fraternity and the general public. 
The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is indeed 
proud to have the support and friendship of 
this worthy recipient of the Public Service 
Medal 2011. 
 CONGRATULATIONS, JOHN! 
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your local builder
offers you more choice

The Carniegie from $270,694* The Faversham from $328,233*

The Corvina from $252,246* The Valley View from $261,927*

call 1800 227 161 today or visit wacountrybuilders.com.au

Great value family home? Sprawling farmhouse? Luxurious two-storey home? Home to spend your retirement in? Whatever style of home you have in mind and whatever your budget, your local builder can help you achieve your 
dream. As a member of the JWH Group, one of WA’s biggest builders, we can offer you a huge range of homes under our Country Homes Range as well as hundreds of designs from many of Perth’s leading new home builders.

the most awarded builder in regional wa
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* Toodyay prices shown.

The builders of the eighth 
Regional Telethon Home 

ON Sunday 24 July, forty family and friends 
gathered at Marlene and Mili Andrijich’s 
home to help Ruby celebrate her 90th 
Birthday. 
 She was the 7th of 10 children born to Mary 
and Jim Chitty at ‘Glenmore’, the family 
home a few miles up the Bindoon Road. 
 Ruby often talks of the wonderful life they 
had as children on the farm, and the lovely 
memories of sitting around the kitchen fire at 
night with Mum making the bread or sewing 
and them all singing along to Dad playing 
the accordion. 
 She also has great memories of Waters’ 
farm where all the neighbours gathered on 
Sundays to play tennis, followed by cups 
of tea from the big tea pot and the yummy 
afternoon teas supplied by the ladies. 
 Ruby went to school in Toodyay and in 
1931 along with sister, Alma, survived the 
horrendous school bus/train accident in 
which five young local boys were killed. 
 She went on to work as the top waitress 
at the Esplanade Hotel in Perth and later 
moved to Melbourne, working in the same 
job, waiting on the rich and famous. 
 Ruby loved to travel, was a champion 
bowls and dart player in her time, often helps 
the Eagles play their game, loves a good 
joke (mostly naughty ones) and still loves 
dancing. 
 What a wonderful day we had with her on 
Sunday. She loved being with all her family 

Ruby Peters Still Dancing

and friends, and we were all very moved 
when she got up to dance to some lovely 
old songs Ron (Waters) played on his mouth 
organ just for her. 
 And to end a very entertaining and 
wonderful day she danced on the coffee 
table. 
 What a life, what a lady, what an inspiration. 
 We love you, Aunty Rube, 
 Your Family. XX

Did You Know?
On 18 August 1941, a ‘V for Victory 
Ball’ was held in the Toodyay Town Hall 
by the Toodyay National Emergency 
League. (From The long Toodyay 
Chronology, Part 2, 1900-1950, 

Toodyay Historical Society Inc.)

From the Pavilion
Avon Woodturners

Max J Heath
Convener (but not for much longer)

HI folks; we’re back. 
 It was a great ride with the Postie Bike ride 
to Broome and, after hearing of the rain, we 
decided to make a holiday of our trip and came 
back a little slower than when we went up. The 
country up North looks absolutely lovely. We 
came back via Millstream National Park and 
this was great. The Sturt Desert Peas were 
out as well as quite a few other wildflowers. 
Then we travelled via Tom Price to Carnarvon 
where we visited a place with over 200 
frangipanis. Millie 
was in seventh 
heaven! We then 
ran into some rain 
but it was still a 
good trip.
 B u t  n o w  t o 
woodturning.
  A fair bit has 
happened since 
w e  h a v e  b e e n 
away and our club 
project will soon be 
on display in town. 
Bill Beswick and 
Terry Hood have 
been busy putting 
t h e  l a s t  p a r t s 
together and we 
are just waiting for 
a couple of parts to 
complete it and the lacquering and it will be 
finished. The finished article will be raffled at 
the Toodyay Show in October.
 The other wood turners have been up to the 
usual with their own projects.
 We wrote to the WA Woodturners association 
after having been approached to see if we 
would consider running another Woodturners 
Weekend in Toodyay next year. It seems that 
this has been accepted and possibly we will 
have a weekend workshop in Toodyay in 
2012, probably in October. These weekends 
in Toodyay are popular with woodturners all 
over the state and do bring a lot of people to 
town who all spend money here. Not only that 
but they come back afterwards for day trips 
which all goes towards a better town for us.

 If I have worked everything out properly, 
there should be a photo with this article so 
here goes nothing.
 Anyway, that’s about all for now. 
 Cheers from the Pavilion and remember, if 
you would like more information contact me, 
Max Heath, on 9574 2069. 

Toodyay Swimming 
Pool Action 
Committee

Carole Plackett
Chairperson 

THERE is some small progress towards a 
swimming pool to report this month. 
 An application to Royalties for Regions 
has been made by the Shire to help fund 
the pool and allied health facilities. There is 
also considerable research being undertaken 
to find other related funding bodies to help 
cover the costs of this project. 
 Thank you to the many organisations and 
individuals who sent letters of support to 
accompany the application. Hopefully we 
will be successful in being awarded funds 
for this project. 
 Our two raffles held in July were very 
profitable thanks to the generous and 
supportive members of our community and 
the many visitors to our town. 
 Raffle held on the 1st and 2nd July outside 
I.G.A. raised $629.30. 
 1st prize purple F69
 2nd prize green  E72
 3rd prize green  E68
 4th prize orange F28
 5th prize purple F15
 The raffle and sausage sizzle on 15 and 16 
July raised $839.80; it was an instant winner 
prize. We made a total of $1469.10 for the 
month. 
 Our AGM will be held in September so 
look for the posters around town advertising 
date, time and venue. All are welcome. 
Come and hear of the progress on the pool 
and allied health facilities and ask any 
questions relating to this project. We will 
need supportive committee members and 
helpers to carry the project forward. 
 Hoping to have your company at the 
Annual General Meeting in September.  



WA PUMP POWER
Toodyay & Surrounding Areas
Sales, Repairs & Maintenance of all Water Pumping Systems

On Farm & Domestic
Full Design & Installation

• Solar Pumps
• Windmills
• Electric Submersible
• Pressure Systems
• Pipeline Design

30 years experience - all work guaranteed

No system too big or too small
Call today for an obligation free quote
Dealers and agents for Mono Pumps Australia 
and WD Moor & Co, Southern Cross Pumps

Mike Jacobson
0409 102 021

Lang Lefroy
0408 742 436
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Desraé Clarke

ORGANISE your table of eight or more 
for the FREE 175th Anniversary Historical 
Quiz Night on 6 August at the Memorial Hall 
commencing at 7pm. Contact Committee 
Members below to book your table to assist 
with planning and catering.
 The following is an up-to-date 175th 
programme: 

•	An Historical Quiz Night on the 
Toodyay’s history – Saturday 6 August;

•	Bus trip to old Churches of the area – 
Saturday 13 August;

•	Outdoor Karate Tournament – Saturday/
Sunday 24/25 September;

•	Toodyay Tennis Reunion and Family Fun 
Day – Sunday 25 September;

•	Toodyay Historical Photographic 
Exhibition in Memorial Hall - Monday 
26 September until Sunday 2 October;

•	Toodyay District High School display in 
Memorial Hall – Monday 26 September 
until 1 October;

•	Toodyay’s 175th Anniversary Grand 
Parade – Saturday 1 October;

•	AFL Grand Final on 4 BIG screens at the 
Oval – Saturday 1 October;

•	Toodyay Country Races – Saturday 8 
October;

•	Toodyay Agricultural Show – Saturday 
15 October;

•	Toodyay Senior Football Concert – 
Saturday 22 October.

Grand Parade – 1 October
Begin your planning for inclusion in the 
Grand Parade now! Show your old machinery 
and farm implements, kitchenware and 
household goods of yesteryear. Dress in 

the outfits of times gone by and include the 
children – they’ll love it! Roz, of Courtyard 
Antiques, is willing to advise those who 
would like to make and wear outfits of 
yesteryear.
If anyone has a piece of machinery from 
times past, in good condition, and would like 
to donate it as a permanent fixture could they 
please contact Gaven Donegan 9574 5347.
 Do you have relatives or friends who have 
lived in the district that you would like to 
let know of Toodyay’s 175th Celebrations? 
Details can be found on the Toodyay 
Information Centre web site www.toodyay.
wa.gov.au and then click on ‘What’s 
On’. 
 Enquiries and/or advice may be directed to 
Committee members:
 John Prater  9574 2656
 Len Leeder  9574 4343
 Gaven Donegan  9574 5347
 Desraé Clarke  6364 3609

Celebrate 175 Years of Settlement of 
Toodyay – 1836 til 2011

Tom and Eric Patten. Photo courtesy Mrs 
Shirley Patten

HURRY up and invite your friends and 
relations to Toodyay for the big weekend 
in October! What a fabulous break in 
the country - Spring in Toodyay with a 
huge street parade and a free photograph 
exhibition thrown in!
 Apart from the celebrations on Saturday 
1 October, our Historical Photograph 
Exhibition will be open for a whole week, 
every day from Monday 26 September to 
Sunday 2 October.
This will be much more than a display of 
photographs. Tell us more about some of 
the photos to enter in a prize draw, record a 
little oral history, look up some information 
on your Toodyay ancestors or sit down, relax 
and watch some old movies of the town.
 We guarantee you will see photographs 
you have never seen before. Our team has 
finished examining over 400, yes that’s 
400 volumes of photographs at the Battye 
Library of West Australian History in Perth, 
identifying well over 1000 ‘Toodyay’ 
photographs. Some of the finds include a 
1920s picnic under Ringa Bridge, Toodyay’s 
connection with the first bulk wheat transport 

Toodyay Pictures – 175 Years
Historical Photograph Exhibition Gearing Up

Hay-making in the 1940s on Frank Atwell’s farm, ‘Woodendale’. The binder formed the 
cut hay into bundles called sheaves, which were then transported by truck for the building 

of the haystack. Photographs from the Atwell family collection.

in WA and many fascinating early photos of 
local families, shops, houses and homesteads 
from the collections of the late Rica Erickson, 
author of ‘Old Toodyay and Newcastle’. The 
hard part will be in choosing which ones to 
purchase for the exhibition, and which to 
leave for later.
 Many wonderful contributions have been 
received from current and former residents 
as well. The latest arrivals include some 
fantastic farming, grazing and wine-growing 
photographs from three local families, some 

striking flood photographs and a 1930s 
ladies’ hockey team wearing the cutest little 
caps.
 We are now choosing themes and 
photographs for the sleek new display panels 
that arrived last week, but it’s not too late to 
be involved. If you come across something 
special you think might be suitable, please 
contact us. 
 Please contact Jenny on 0417 910 050 or 
twojay52@bigpond.com, Len on 9574 4343 
or Beth on 9574 5971.

Jenny Edgecombe
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emergency services

Police are requesting any persons 
with information relating to the 
disappearance of 170 Merino sheep 
from a property near Balgaling Road, 
Coondle.

The sheep are tagged with predominately white 
ear tags with some black.

The ear tags have 6LS on one side, on the opposite 
face are the words LEE-STEER.

Members of the public are requested to contact 
Toodyay Police Station on 9574 9555 with any 
information they may have in relation to the 
incident.

Request for Information

AVON VALLEY NISSAN
47 Fitzgerald St, Northam

Ph: 9621 1311 Fax: 9622 8306  Geoff: 0408 822 881 Jim: 0428 942 556
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SAFETY CHECK INCLUDES
• Check up and report on wiper inserts and condition
• Top up wiper additive
• Check all exterior lights
• Check and report on tyre condition and pressure 

including spare
• Check and report on brake condition
• Check all fluid levels and top up as necessary
• Pressure test cooling system
• Check and report on condition of drive belts and cooling 

hoses
• Road test and report

Make a booking today on 9621 1311
All service clients go in draw for $1,500 travel voucher!

$69.00 fpr passenger
vehicles

$99.00 for 4WD
vehicles
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FROM
ONLY

$69
this applies to most
Australian vehicles

Karen Jacomelli

Bolgart - Northam - Surrounding Districts 
and Outer Areas
OUR next Senior First Aid course is being 
held at the Bolgart Ambulance Shed on the 
weekend of 13 and 14 August. Take this 
opportunity while things are a bit quiet to 
get some skills and receive your certificate. 
For Bolgart and surrounding areas, contact 
Valerie Cale 9627 5248 or for Toodyay 
area, contact Jenny Willgoss 9574 2455 a/h 
9574 2412.
 A Primary Ambulance Care course 
has just been completed and recipients 
of the ambulance service will be seeing 
some new faces around the region. Our 
crews have been complimented with the 
additions of Kath Cullen in Bolgart, Isabel 
McHutchinson, Robyn Taukulis and Cheryl 
Mustchin in Morangup, and Kerry Skinner 
and Simon Harrington in Toodyay.  Their 
contribution to providing a service to the 
area is greatly appreciated.
 The AGM was well attended and was 
followed by the ordinary meeting to elect 
positions. Sandy Smith was re-elected as 
Chairperson, Kim Maddrell from Morangup 
was elected as Vice Chair and the executive 
comprises Neville Clarke from Bolgart, 
Michael Morgan and Paul Harrington from 
Toodyay. Fundraising went to Sandy Smith 
again which was no surprise as she continues 
to organise the most abundant Hamper raffle 
and is organising a wood raffle for 13 August 
so remember to grab your tickets downtown. 
Just look out for the trailer of wood and 
purchase your tickets from the volunteers 
who support the service in many and varied 
ways.
 Vehicle maintenance officers are Michael 
Irvine for Toodyay, Chris Edmunds for 
Bolgart and David Eccles for Morangup. 
Although not on committee but volunteer 
ambulance officers, Wayne Fletcher is 
attending to recruitment and Karen Jacomelli 
to publicity. They are also continuing to work 
on the Sub-centre Emergency Management 
Plan document. 
 The Chair’s report by Sandy Smith is 
printed below indicating a steady growing 
service:

“Thank you all for your attendance 
tonight and a warm welcome to new and 
continuing committee members.
 We have had a busy 12 months with a 
total of 401 callouts, giving us the second 
highest workload in the Wheatbelt region. 
These callouts comprise 314 for Toodyay, 
76 for Morangup, and 11 for Bolgart. With 

237 medical, 93 trauma, 62 cardiac and 9 
others, this has been our busiest year ever.
 Our benefi t  fund s tands at  556 
memberships.
 A big thank you to our volunteers 
for their time and dedication to our 
community. With the addition of nine 
newly trained officers, we now have over 
50 volunteers, the highest number in the 
Wheatbelt region. The regionalisation of 
St John will see us gain a Community 
Paramedic in the near future. This will 
streamline operations and training for all 
of us. Our volunteers are the heart and soul 
of this Sub-centre; what wonderful people 
each and every one of you are.
This year first aid was taught to 54 people, 
both in the 2-day and flexible learning 
courses. Our dedicated first aid trainers, 
Jenny Willgoss, Valerie Cale, Alison Ralph 
and Pam Tennant give up their weekends to 
facilitate training. Our thanks go to them.
 Valerie and Pam are also our Sub-
centre trainers and deliver the volunteers 
informative skills training. Not an easy job, 
girls, keeping things interesting, but you 
both manage to do it. Thank you.
 Fundraising this year raised $5,535. Our 
community support is fantastic; we know 
we are appreciated for what we do. 
 To each of our past committee members 
– Mike Irvine, Jaap Zoon, Pat Bradley, 
Neville Clarke, Kim Maddrell, Wendy 
Gilbert, Pam Tennant, Mike Morgan 
and Wayne Fletcher – thank you for 
your support of the Sub-centre and your 
commitment to St John. We have had a 
year of unity and have all worked well 
together.
 We hosted the Regional seminar in May. 
This was well attended by all Sub-centres 
and a very informative day. The topic 
was regionalisation and the benefits to all 
Sub-centres. This is the way forward for 
St John.
 The plans for a shed at Morangup are 
progressing well and hopefully we will 
see a new shed up and running within the 
next 12 months.
 The addition to our fleet of another 
second-hand vehicle wil l  see the 
introduction of a first aid post vehicle. 
This will be of great benefit for the many 
events we cover in the district.
 For all the ‘extras’ everyone does, from 
catering, cleaning, selling raffle tickets 
and all those ‘behind the scenes’ jobs, we 
sincerely appreciate all you do.
 Ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things - you all are.” 

St John Ambulance

Rear (L-R): Jaap Zoon, David Eccles, Kim Maddrell, Michael Morgan, 
Michael Irvine, Simon Harrington.

Front: Pat Bradley, Sandy Smith, Sue Eldridge, Paul Harrington, Neville Clarke

Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Grant Scobie

THE good news for July / August is that, on 
the fire front, there is no news. Yes, call-outs 
have been nil (well, we were stood down for 
a couple so not quite nil but near enough!)
 At our meeting on 2 July, it was decided 
that we should consolidate some of our 
financial accounts.
 We also discussed the ‘Freedom of Entry’ 
parade through Toodyay and came up with 
the following suggestions to be made to 
council: that the parade be retained; that it be 
held prior to the new season (eg. September); 
that we have the barbecue following the 
parade in Duidgee Park; that it be advertised 
on radio and in the paper (this to give the 
general public an idea as to why the Toodyay 
emergency services, which includes St John 
Ambulance, Fire and Rescue, Toodyay 

Continued Page 10

Bejoording 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Minka Whelan 

BEJOORDING thankfully had only two 
callouts this month which gave us the chance 
to arrange our Male Slave Auction. 
 This much-publicised Male Slave 
Auction was to raise funds for our new 
communications room. This was a day filled 
with fun and excitement which started at 
9am Saturday and finished at 12 o’clock on 
Sunday. Yes, we did drink Bejoording dry - 
thanks to Margaret for her life saving dash.
 HUGE, HUGE thanks go to everyone who 
attended and extra thanks to the following 
people: Carol Croyman, Kim Leonhardt, 
Alison Grey, Gloria Robinson and our 
famous auctioneer Mark (‘Skiddy’). Without 
you guys, the day would not have run as well 
as it did – xo. 
 Another thank you goes to our Captain, 
Lawrence, for helping with all  the 
preparations and for his support over the 
organising weeks. The wheels nearly did fall 
off!
 Also, I have to express gratitude to every 
single man who put himself up for auction. 
Not only did these fine young stallions 
donate their time, they made an incredible 
effort and succeeded in making it such a 
blast; they made us girls smile, laugh and 
whoop with excitement. 
 Sincere thanks also goes to Paul Postma 
and Alan Knapp, our local Shire Rangers 
who donated their time and support to be 
auctioned off. Sorry guys about the retaining 
wall you have to build but it’s not as bad as 
Lawrence having to dress up in Carlton footy 
gear and support a rival team. Pity they won 
though - go mum Catalano, thanks Aunty.
 You were all worth every penny.
 Even though the day was a huge success, 
it would not have been possible without 
our sponsors. Thank you very much to the 
following organisations for their donations 
and support:

 DownUnder Cellars;
 The Toodyay Tavern;
 The Victoria Hotel;
 Toodyay Fruit and Veg;
 Toodyay Butchers; and
 Chemmart Chemist.

And most importantly to the Catalano 
family. 

 Also, thank you goes to all the women who 
attended and donated their male folk. The 
day wouldn’t have been the same without 
you all and the Bejoording Bush Fire Brigade 
thanks you for your support.
 It was sad that some didn’t attend. Not only 
did they miss out on an opportunity to pick 
themselves up three hours of labour and a 
chance to support a local service, they also 
missed out on the after party that ended in 
the wee hours of the morning. 
Captains Note:
I would like to thank our PR officer for all 
the hard work in achieving a successful 
fundraiser and for her dedication to achieving 
the task. 



emergency services

We offer you the best, traditional 
Italian food and now you can 
accompany your meal with a 

superb drop of vino. 

Dine in our cozy restaurant by a log 
fire or al fresco on the boardwalk. 

Group bookings welcome.

For bookings phone

Open every 
night from 5pm.

Also Sundays 
for Breakfast 
and Lunch 

122b Stirling Terrace
Toodyay

No B.Y.O. as we 
are fully licensed

9574 5544

Enjoy good Italian hospitality at 
Vince’s Italian Restaurant

Vince’s
Italian Restaurant

Followed by a BBQ lunch at 
Duidgee Park for the Volunteers. 

Families of vollies are also welcome.

Freedom of Entry
3 September 2011

come along and wave 

at your local volunteers 

Saturday 3 Sept

Vehicle Parade through the 
main street of Toodyay 

between 10.30am 
and 11.00am
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Police and bush fire brigades, are driving 
through town with flashing lights, sounding 
sirens and a multitude of people on the units 
waving at the crowd). As the parade is being 
held on 3 September, the barbecue will be 
in Duidgee Park and, I’m reliably informed, 
being advertised in the paper, it either means 
that we have held an inordinate amount of 
sway over the proceedings or that the other 
emergency services felt the same way.
 The Julimar website has been updated and 
meetings, events and training info is up there 
for all to see. Check out www.julimarvbfb.
org.au and have a look.
 If you do go to the website and click on 
‘Training’, you’ll note that there will be 
radio training on 13 August beginning at 
4pm. This is prior to the monthly BBQ (the 
date’s changed due to the Avon Descent and 
175th Anniversary Quiz night.) All members 
should attend this training; there will be 
enough opportunities for everyone to try the 
features of the radios and get a feel for them. 
 In other news, we are delighted to have 
signed up a new member since last month. 
Welcome, Cameron. We’re looking into 
getting basic training done for Cameron and 
a few other members who have started since 
last season.
 Our next ordinary general meeting will be 
on 1 October.
 Anyway, if you wish to know more about 
your fire brigade or more about fire and how 
it may affect you in your community or even 
if you just want to get to meet some of your 
neighbours, get down to your local fire shed.
 ‘The Fireplace’, behind the Julimar Fire 
Shed is open from about 5pm on Friday 
nights for some casual interaction with 
Brigade members. Now, with the cold 
weather upon us, we have the pot belly going, 
the soup’s on and we now have a wonderful 
café blind from Shelley at Blind As and 
another from members, Rolfe and Anne, to 
protect us from the wind. 
 Even if you’re not a member, come along 
and have a chat about your fire prevention 
plan, find out about your brigade and get 
to know the people who are just like you, 
residents of Toodyay. 

Toodyay Central 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Desraé Clarke

Although the district has, at last, had some 
rain it has also produced a LOT of weed 
growth! Now is a good time to remove weeds 
(as they grow) which in turn, will rid areas of 
inflammable material in preparation for the 
summer months. 
 These cooler months are also a very good 
time to tidy up inflammable, extraneous 
materials from around your  property such as 
old tyres, discarded railway sleepers, old timber 
leaning against sheds or lying about in bundles, 
etc, etc. DON’T leave the tidying of unused 
and unnecessary materials around your home, 
sheds, fences, etc, to become a fire hazard for 
the forthcoming summer – it is not far away! 
 Gutters of homes and sheds need to be 
cleared of leaves on a constant basis. How 
often are weeds seen to be growing in gutters 
obviously from a bed of deposing leaves and 
dust that provides the perfect medium for 
growth?
 As was stated in the Central Brigade article 
of the July edition of the Herald, the first of 
the recommendations from the Major Incident 
Review of the recent bush fire disasters of those 
people living in bush fire prone areas was:

‘Local residents must take a degree 
of shared responsibility to prepare 
their properties by reducing the risk 
of bushfire around their properties and 
planning for a bushfire emergency.’

 Fortnightly training (to accommodate those 
members that may find working time difficult 
for them to attend one session or another) 
is continued under Jason Newman with the 
next session due on Thursday 11 August 
commencing at 7pm. Jason’s contact numbers 
are 9574 5596 or 0433 543 880. He asks 
participating members to dress appropriately 
for training sessions and to meet at the Fire 
and Emergency Services Centre. Please contact 
Jason or Kevin Hug 9574 2612 (mobile 0418 
932 515) for all enquiries. 

 The next General meeting of the Toodyay 
Central Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade is to be 
held on Tuesday 23 August commencing at 
7.30pm and held at the Fire and Emergencies 
Centre, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. 
 Volunteers, both active and ancillary, are 
always needed to join Central Brigade. 
Enquiries may be made to Captain, Kevin Hug, 
on 9574 2612 and Secretary, Wayne Clarke, on 
6364 3609 or email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.
com.au.

Coondle Nunile 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Tracey and Sam Salmond

WELL, here we are again: another month 
gone by, another month closer to fire season.
 Only one call out for July, a motor cycle fire 
on Sunday 10th.
 On a lighter note, we are once again 
manning two fire units at Cobblers Pool 
over the Avon Descent weekend – please, no 
portable toilet fires this year!
 In preparation for the next fire season, 
several members of Coondle have become 
Bushfire Ready Facilitators and, with a lot 
of doorknocking and talking to residents, we 
have organised an initial meeting to encourage 
residents of the Coondle community to form 
Bushfire Ready Action Groups. Bushfire 
Ready is a community action programme 
aimed at encouraging local residents to work 
together to prepare and protect their families 
and properties against bushfire. By the 
time this goes to print we would have held 
this meeting and will be hopefully moving 
forward.
 As little else is happening, I have seconded 
our youngest fire fighter to give a small insight 
into being part of a brigade. Over to you 
Sam. 
 My name is Sam. I am currently 18-years-
old and the youngest, active fire fighter in the 
Coondle-Nunile Brigade. I joined up at 16, 
partially due to parental influence, and because 
it seemed like the perfect chance to meet new 
people, do my bit for the community and learn 
new skills. I have attended several fires, the 
first being the big fire in December 2009. To 
date, I have completed the Introduction to Fire 
Fighting, Bushfire Fire Fighting, Introduction 
to Structural Fire fighting, Advanced Fire 
Fighter and Crew Leader courses. These 
courses help improve all skills and I am 
hoping that, in the near future, due to the 
opportunities and training that I have been 
allowed to take part in, I will be given the 
chance to become a lieutenant in our brigade 
and hopefully be able to encourage other 
young people of Toodyay to join their local 
brigade. The brigades of Toodyay always need 
new members but definitely require young 
members to ensure that Toodyay can remain 
fire safe in the future. So join up. At times it 
may be challenging, but it’s actually quite fun.
 Don’t forget our next meeting is Saturday 
13 August commencing 5pm followed by the 
usual bring and share dinner – this month we 
are doing Italian. Of course there are always 
people at the shed on Friday nights for a 
social get-together, a few drinks and a small 
meal. Come and join us any Friday night from 

1700hrs (5pm), at the Coondle – Nunile Fire 
Shed on Coondle West Road. Meet some of 
the people in your local area and/or obtain 
advice about maintaining your property to 
restrict the chances of fire.  
 If you can’t get to the shed on Friday night 
but would like to know more about the 
Coondle Brigade or would like information 
about any aspects of fire prevention and safety, 
phone Peter Ruthven (Captain) on 9574 2951.

St John Community 
Paramedics 

THE country ambulance service in Western 
Australia (WA) has received a significant boost 
following the appointment of nine Community 
Paramedics. 
 One Community Paramedic has been 
appointed to each of the following areas: 
Karratha, Esperance, Geraldton, Wyndham, 
Merredin, Narrogin, Manjimup and Katanning 
and they will take up their positions over the 
coming weeks. A permanent Community 
Paramedic will also be appointed to the 
Wickham area in the coming months. 
 This will make a total of 12 Community 
Paramedics who will be operating in regional 
areas this year, following a trial in 2008 where 
three Community Paramedics were appointed 
– one for each region; Karratha, Newman and 
Kununurra. 
 General Manager Country Ambulance, Chris 
Boag, said this is a significant move forward 
for St John Ambulance WA. 
 “The underlying role of the Community 
Paramedic is to provide local St John 
Ambulance sub-centres with support and 
mentoring,” Mr Boag said. “However, the 
full scope of the role will be determined by 
the needs of the area in which they are based. 
With remote areas in particular, Community 
Paramedics will work closely with the WA 
Country Health Service (WACHS) to help 
achieve whole-of-community health goals.” 
 Mr Boag said increased funding from 
the State Government has enabled St John 
Ambulance WA to implement the Community 
Paramedic role, along with other key initiatives 
designed to improve the country ambulance 
service. 
 “In 2009 St John Ambulance WA undertook a 
complete review of its regional operations,” he 
said. “To create a closer community connection 
in pre-hospital healthcare, we’ve aligned the 
regional operating zones more closely with the 
WA country Health Service. In addition, all six 
Regional Managers are now based locally – 
one located within each of the regional zones. 
 “In the coming year, we will be appointing 
several Regional Coordinators who will also be 
based locally. Regional Coordinators will assist 
volunteer sub-centres on many levels such as 
increasing their capacity to plan and deliver 
training, assisting with financial governance 
and helping sub-centres to grow their local first 
aid training services. 
 “Not only are these initiatives designed to 
improve pre-hospital healthcare services in 
regional WA, they have been adapted to best 
suit the needs of the community. “ 
 A further 10 Community Paramedics are 
expected to be appointed in the next three 
years, which would see a total of 22 operating 
in regional areas by mid 2014.
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out and about in toodyay

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULL VEHICLE check over
SERVICING passenger and 4WD

Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS

Service
12 point check - $169 Oil and Filter Inc.

Small/Medium Cars

FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard

MOBILE 0418 949 898

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1   STOP SHOP 9574 2335

Email tjauto@bigpond.com

Registered repairer
MRB 513

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old

FAX 9574 5267

Maree Lewis

ROME may have its piazzas and Perth 
its squares, but Toodyay has simply the 
quaintest of courtyards! This month, we set 
out to explore the shops within the brick 
paved and terraced courtyard that links 
Stirling Terrace with Duke Street. Then we 
move to the southern side of town.

Antiques and Collectables which, as 
the name implies, is a shop crammed with 
second-hand goods, some of which include 
some fascinating relics from the past has 
just expanded into the former newsagency 
on Stirling Terrace. 
 Roz Davidson has been the proprietor for 
three years. She dismissed her forty-five year 

passion for collectibles with a twinkle in her 
eye, saying that it “keeps her off the streets.” 
She sources her goods by visiting auctions, 
attending clearance sales and through selling 
on consignment. “I am like a permanent and 
ongoing garage sale,” she explained. 
 And indeed there is a lot to see in Antiques 
and Collectables – china, crystal, kitchen 
equipment, old tools, prints, books and so 
much more. 
 Roz, who in a past life was a tailor, has a 
keen eye for vintage clothing as well. Whilst 
she acknowledges that online shopping is 
a growing concern, she comments, “The 
internet is so impersonal... you need to get to 
touch things... and to learn their history.” She 
related the stories of some of the items she 
has sold, for instance, the tomahawk literally 
buried in the trunk of a tree and the carriage 
clock resurrected from under the floorboards 
of a convict house. 
 With her expansion, she will be able to 
include a book exchange and provide a retail 
outlet for sheets and towels and lingerie. 
 “There’s a lot to do (businesswise) in 
Toodyay to make the town more interesting 
and lively,” she made as a final comment. 

Tucked away in a corner of the Courtyard 
is Getting Framed with Pam. Pam Parish 
bought the business three years ago. It was 
one of those amazing things that happen to 
people. Pam, a regular customer, entered 
the shop to follow up an enquiry and left the 
proud (and maybe a tad nonplussed) owner 
of the business. She explains, however, that 
both she and the vendor “knew that (she) 
could do it.” 
 Nowadays, Pam is a skilled craftsperson 
and easily uses the tools of the trade. I was 
shown the guillotine, matt cutter (described 
as the trickiest of the lot), glass cutter and 
nailer. However, she explains, framing that 
special print, photograph or painting has an 
art to it. 
 “You need a good eye for colour and a good 

feel for things.” So serious is she about this 
that, on occasion, she will prop the article 

to be framed up somewhere in her line of 
vision “to get a feel for it.” Then, after further 
consultation with her customer, the job goes 
ahead. Needless to say, Pam frames the art of 
many of our local artists. She also enjoys the 
challenge of restoring antique frames which 
are obviously much cherished and valued by 
the customer. As a sideline to the business, 
Pam sells framed prints and paintings and 
also some interesting art glassware (the 
writer fell in love with a piece – to her cost). 
Pam has a clear ethos about the work she 
provides saying that customers value the time 
and thought given to their project and from 
her perspective, she “really likes things to be 
as good as they can be and especially loves 
rescuing old things.”

On the Duke Street side of the Courtyard 
is Bar-Bar-A-Black-Sheep, owned and 
managed by Barbara Mottershaw. One is 
easily enticed into this shop by the hatstand 
loaded with colourful scarves and beanies 
in its entrance. Inside is just a delight for 
someone looking for that hand-made gift. It’s 
been just five weeks since Barbara moved 
into these premises. She loves how the 
quirkiness of the building adds ambience and 
she enjoys being closer to the hub of things. 
 “The local community has been just so 
supportive” and, on top of the regulars who 
patronise the shop, she is now finding that 
she has many more day visitors to Toodyay 
having a browse.
 Barbara designs and makes, using 
cashmere wool, most of the crocheted 
cardigans, ponchos, scarves, beanies and 
gloves displayed in the shop. There is a 
substantial supply of wools and quilting 
fabrics. You can join one of the crochet 
classes she runs, starting at $15 a lesson. 
 It seems that her talents are endless as a 
cup cake toppers’ decorating course is being 
planned. Barbara already supplies cup cake 
toppers which are edible (if you could bear 
to eat them as they’re so pretty) and accepts 
orders for wedding and birthday cakes. 
Keeping on the party side of things, you 
can purchase a variety of helium balloons. 
Barbara adheres to the belief that if you 

“provide a service for the local community 
they will support you,” and there’s no doubt 
that as a provider, she is most happy to serve 
and to share her wonderful skills. 

Moving on up to the Perth end of Stirling 
Terrace, you’ll find the new premises for 
Toodyay Newsagency, run by Lorraine 
and Neil Archibald. Many of us enjoyed the 
experience of entering the former premises 
for the sense of yesteryear that it had but 
now the old floorboards and wood-crafted 
shelving has given way to a brand spanking 
new fit-out. That last century dimness is now 

all light and bright. And let’s face it, the whole 
business of newsagencies is to keep people 
up to date and the new shop with its modern 
look promises to do that. The shelves are 
packed with a huge variety of magazines 
and you only have to request a particular 
publication and they’ll arrange to get it for you. 
Of course you can purchase the daily papers 
and pick up the latest edition of The Toodyay 
Herald. And let’s not forget stationery, cards 
and gift paper. 
 However, a very important function for a 
huge number of us is the Lotto facility the 
newsagency provides. Have we ever had any 
big winners? Well I’m sure that the next time 
you pop in, Lorraine or Neil would be happy 
to tell you. Toodyay Newsagency is open 
Monday through to Saturday midday.

Cross the road, and continue down the street 
and you’ll come across a most fascinating 
shop. Fairy dolls and pink and yellow 
streamers beckon the customers inside to 
explore and, once in there, there are heaps 
of things to discover and to purchase. In 
One’s Hands has been in this location for 
the last two years and is owned and managed 
by Evelyn McGavock. I must confess to 
referring to it as the fairy shop because it is 
just bursting with all things magical. Dream 
weavers, totem poles, fairy dolls, candles, 
incense, crystals (a favourite with young boys 
I’m told) and treasure chests to put them 
in, clothing, jingle jangly jewellery... l could 
go on. Evelyn can be found sitting serenely 
on a magnificent wooden carved chair, the 

seating made in rich green velvet. She herself 
is dressed rather dramatically in a blue velvet 
top enhanced by a multitude of bangles and 
necklaces. Evelyn is just as much what this 
place is all about. She is of American Indian 
ancestry and has the gifts of clairvoyance and 
healing (eg. reflexology). She observes that 
her role here is “a commitment and healing 
and readings are (her) main focus.” People 
from the suburbs of Perth to the outlying 
areas of Toodyay and Northam come to her 
for guidance regarding life’s possibilities and 
direction. 
 Evelyn has requested that this item 
conclude with her sincere thanks to the 
community following the fires – “Luke and I 
have moved on since then and I now regard 
it as a good clearing of the past and a new 
way for the future.” 

Toodyay Emporium is somewhat of a 
landmark in the town and has been operated 
by Lyn and Andrew Barr for almost eleven 
years. True to the meaning of the word, 
emporium, it is a large shop that sells an 
extremely huge range of goods, some 
antique, some just second-hand and some 
brand new. The shop has a huge appeal. 
It takes a while just to get inside the door 
because there’s such a lot of interesting 
things to examine just outside, such as hand 
painted buckets, planter stands, displays of 
table runners, outdoor furniture and garden 
features. 
 Tuohy, the little ginger dog, welcomes you 
at the door and, together with the crooner’s 
style of music, the atmosphere is set. The 
Emporium was a tree-change for the Barrs 

who needed something different to the 
corporate world they formerly occupied. They 
add that the business chose them and that it 
is “always a work in progress”. 
 Indeed it is, for Andrew specialises in 
restoring good quality art deco kitchen 
cabinets and other furniture. Adorning these 
is an endless variety of glassware and 
china, lamps and ornaments, silverware and 
cutlery, clocks and pictures. Patronage of the 
Emporium tends to be seasonal but the locals 
are always there for them and Lyn comments 
that they always “enjoy the people and the 
interaction you get. If you enjoy being around 
people it makes up for the workload.” 
 The Barrs provide complimentary gift-
wrapping and will deliver goods at a 
reasonable cost. They quite understand that 
many people just come in for a browse just 
in case there’s something they might like 
and “people like to touch feel items” which is 
something the internet cannot provide. Most 
of us already know that Toodyay Emporium 
is always worth a visit. 



Music
Contemporary acoustic rock 
with some lovely ballads 
and old hymns thrown in.
Sunday School
Three classes, 6-9 yr olds, 9-12 
yr olds, 12-15 yr olds. Creche 
for under school-aged kids.
Youth
Every Friday night at our place 
“The Factory”. Ages 13-21.
Ladies 
Bible studies and fellowship.
Mens
Groups, short term studies.
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Clive Eger

ARTS Toodyay will hold its Annual General 
Meeting at the club rooms in the old Police 
Station on Duke Street North on 30 August at 
7pm. All members are encouraged to attend 
and all office holder positions on the executive 
will be available for nominations. 
 The Arts Toodyay members are currently 
preparing an application to stage a major 
collective exhibition in Midland next year. 
The application process is quite rigorous but 
we anticipate that this exhibition will run over 
several weeks and will allow us to display the 
wide variety of Toodyay arts and crafts in ‘the 
big smoke’.
 Speaking of smoke, the Raku pottery 
workshop that has been running over several 
weeks in June had its culmination on 10 July 
with a raku firing at the clubrooms. 

 Raku firing is a primitive pottery technique 
using a simple wood fired kiln. Once the pots 
have been heated to about 850º and the glaze 
has melted, they are removed from the kiln - 
still red hot - and placed into a container of 

sawdust or shredded paper. This causes lots of 
flame and smoke and drama and a little magic 

Arts Toodyay

Pots are heated to about 850º...

... then placed into a container of sawdust 
or shredded paper

as well. When the pots have cooled they have 
been transformed with wonderful lustrous 
colours and distinctive crackled glazes which 
are so typical of this pottery technique. Our 
members had great success with their pots and 
the firing was most exciting and productive. 
Although the day was chilly, we were kept 
warm by the kilns and the activity of the firing. 
There is already talk of making the raku firing 
an annual winter time event. 
 Our next project will be a linocut workshop 

run by Sharon Boxall later this month. 
Sharon will be demonstrating basic linocut 
techniques and participants will be able 
to create some linocut prints. Those who 
have seen Sharon’s marvellous linocut 
prints will be keen to come along and 
learn from her. Sharon can be contacted on 
0429 829 440 or by email at bevbush@ 
westnet.com.au.
 Our next exhibition will be the third annual 
‘Vino’ exhibition at Coorinja winery from 
Friday 30 September to Sunday 2 October. 
This marvellous venue is always a treat for 
visitors and exhibitors alike and the exhibition 
is a great opportunity to get out in the spring 
sunshine and visit the winery. So any artists 
out there, get your application forms from 
AVAS, Toodyay Library or LJ Hooker 
(Toodyay). All are welcome.
 New members are very welcome. Contact 
Bev on 9574 2898 or 0428 531 008 or come 
along to the monthly meeting held at the Old 
Police Station in Duke Street at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month. We know that 
there are many arts enthusiasts in the Toodyay 
area so why not come and join us to share 
your passions and learn about other people’s 
creative interests.
 Arts Toodyay Inc. is a group of arts 
enthusiasts from the Toodyay area who meet 
to share their expertise and promote their work 
in the Toodyay area. Members have diverse 
interests and skills and take particular pleasure 
in exploring each others’ arts and crafts. 

The Toodyay 
Historical Society

Beth Frayne
Secretary

BY the time this column goes to press we 
will have enjoyed our Sunday excursion 
to Beverley with a visit on the way home 
to the historic St Peter’s Anglican Church 
(1858) at Gilgering.
 Members were saddened to hear about 
the passing of Elsie Wroth. Elsie and her 
husband Mac Wroth had been members of 
our Society from 1987 to 1995. We wish 
to express our sincere condolences to the 
Wroth family. 
 Sadly another member of the Wroth 
family, Bruce Wroth, had passed away 
the previous month. A painting by Bruce, 
Windmill Hill Cutting Standard Gauge 
Railway (1964) was presented by the Shire 
of Toodyay to Parliament House as part of 
the Local Government Art Gifts Collection. 
We are hoping to be able to display at least 
a copy of this painting at our big Toodyay 
Pictures exhibition in September.
State History Conference at York
There is still time to register for the Early 
Bird (19 August deadline). This year’s 
State History Conference is at York on 
16-18 September. We have registered 
five members, so let Beth Frayne know if 
you wish to go. Registration numbers are 
limited.
The Big Quiz!
Six members of THS have booked places 
on THS’s table of eight for the Toodyay 
Historical Quiz, in the Memorial Hall, 
Saturday, 6 August, 7pm. Let Beth (9574 
5971) or Len (9574 4343) or Desraé (6364 
3609) know if you wish to attend this 
175th Anniversary event. A number of THS 
members will be involved on the night as 
quiz masters and marking and doing other 
odd jobs, so won’t be filling a seat at the 
THS table! There will be no charge for this 
event. Dinner and drinks are free, other than 
paying for alcohol at the bar. It will be an 
‘open book’ quiz and should be a lot of fun.
 Next event: West Toodyay Bus Tour 
on Sunday 28 August. RSVP to Beth by 
Friday 19 August. Seats are limited to 18 
passengers. BYO picnic lunch. 
 Next general meeting: Wednesday, 17 
August 2011, 7pm at Donegan’s Cottage. 
 For information about any matter to do 
with the Toodyay Historical Society, or how 
we may assist you or your group, please 
contact our Secretary, Beth Frayne, on 9574 
5971, President, Len Leeder, on 9574 4343 
or Vice President, Robyn Taylor, on 9574 
2578.
 Our headquarters is at  Donegan’s 
Cottage, which is open to the public every 
Thursday from 1pm to 3pm. You will 
find us on Toodyay Street in the Toodyay 
Showgrounds. Membership is $10. (Postal 
address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566) 

Did You Know?

On 30 August 1871, a fund-raising concert was held as the formal 
inauguration of the Toodyay Young Men’s Reading Club, in the 
ballroom of the Freemasons’ Hotel, using Rev. Charles Harper’s 

newly imported piano. (From The long Toodyay Chronology, Part 
1, 1829-1900, 2nd ed., Toodyay Historical Society inc.)

Healing in the Hills 
Scaremongering or Healthy 

Debate

Bob Adair
Toodyay Christian Fellowship

HAVE you ever noticed that when someone 
challenges the opinion of egotists that the first 
thing they do is cry “scaremongers”? 
 Many of us still remember politicians 
telling us, “There will be peace in our time,” 
or “This is the war to end all wars.” Those 
who opposed were called (yes, you guessed 
it) ‘scaremongers’. These are extreme 
cases but there are others like if we spit up 
Western Power our bills will be lower and 
how good was the decision to create a one 
stop billing system for the public service to 
save us millions of dollars? Opponents were 
just scaremongering. If only we could make 
decisions based on hindsight.  
 Academia insisted for hundreds of years 
that the world was flat and, to press the 
point, they actually had their opponents 
executed – a bit extreme don’t you think? 
No human can survive at speeds of more 
than 15mph that lasted for about a mile. The 
science community declared that all diseases 
are carried in foul air. They also subscribed 
to the theory that the atom was the smallest 
particle and could not be divided – someone 
put a bomb under that one.
 My point is that politicians are not prophets; 
academics and scientists are not infallible. 
 The religious community has had its fair 
share of false prophets; the image of the man 
standing on the street corner with a sign, ‘The 
world will end on November 1’ cannot escape 
me. But there is one thing that politicians and 
scientists don’t know that we know; they have 
not got all the answers, so is there a solution?
 What’s all this got to do with scaremongering 
and healthy discussion? Well, how’s this? If 
you read the Bible and open up the book of 
Revelations, there climate change becomes a 
reality and it is clearly caused by mankind. 
This religious book states that there will come 
a time when one third of the water will be 
undrinkable, one third of the fish in the sea 
will die, floods and earthquakes will increase 
plus other dire predictions – now that’s scary! 
 Yet none of this is caused by a single event 
like carbon pollution but by our blatant 
disregard for God’s laws of nature and His 
laws regarding our behaviour towards each 
other.
 The easy way in which we cut God out 
of every equation of life, whether it is our 
relationship with each other or the provision 
of our daily bread, thinking we know best, 
means God is given the back seat.
  Most people seem to think that the Bible 
is about rules and regulations yet Jesus said 
there are two commands that every rule or law 
hangs on. The Bible is about solutions. Very 
little of it contains rules and regulations; a very 
small portion of it contains dire predictions 
and church ritual is near impossible to find. 
The vast majority is about solutions to life’s 
problems.
 So my contribution to the carbon pollution 
solution is very simple: God is ultimately in 
control; bring Him back as a key player in 
our lives. He, ultimately, only has two rules 
to live by and, if we obey them, we don’t get 
taxed, we get wisdom.
 If you want to know more, email me at 
floravalley@bigpond.com. 
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education

All writing to be in short story format and the 
original work of the entrant.

A COMPLETED COVER SHEET MUST 
ACCOMPANY EACH ENTRY. 

* Guidelines for writers and cover sheets are
 available from the Toodyay Herald, Toodyay
 District High School and the Toodyay Library
* There is a limit of one entry per person.
* The winners will be announced and 
 published in the December issue of the 
 Toodyay Herald

Entry is open only to 
residents of the Shire of 
Toodyay. 
There are fi ve categories:
1. Lower Primary -
 Years 1, 2 & 3
2. Middle Primary -  
 Years  4 & 5
3. Upper Primary  -  
 Years    6 & 7
4. Lower Secondary – 
 Years  8,9 & 10
5. Adults.

The closing date for entries is Friday 14th October 2011

Australia’s Got 
Talent in High 

Schools 
MUSICIANS from every metro, regional 
and rural high school across Australia are 
being given an opportunity like never before 
- the chance of scoring a recording deal with 
Sony Music Entertainment to the value of 
$50,000 as well as being included in the 
lineup at Australia’s biggest touring music 
festival, the Big Day Out 2012, all thanks 
to MySchoolAct powered by Motorola.
 MySchoolAct is an online music and 
talent competition exclusively created for 
Australian high school students with a 
passion for the music industry. MySchoolAct 
supports the music infrastructure within 
schools and is FREE to enter.

 “MySchoolAct has been designed to 
showcase the incredible talent of high school 
bands and musicians across Australia and 
enables them to build and interact with a 
fanbase, and of course to showcase their 
music and videos.  We anticipate that we will 
be uncovering some incredible talent over the 
next few months and to nurture and inspire 
the competitors, we have actor and TV Music 
Host Nathan Sapsford on board as presenter 
of this year’s competition.  Here from Los 
Angeles, Nathan will host interviews with 
established artists, industry experts and 
registered acts throughout the competition,” 
said Daniel Simic, CEO, MySchoolAct.
 MySchoo lAc t  o ff e r s  a  p l a t fo rm 
for budding musicians to be heard and 
discovered by submitting a video or MP3 
of their performance at www.myschoolact. 
com.  Publicity plays a key role for all new 
bands, and each act needs to campaign 
for support within their local and wider 
communities to gain votes via comments, 
downloads, video views and fans.  The top 
five finalists will be flown to Sydney for an 
exclusive weekend workshop culminating 
in the Grand Final where the winner will be 
announced.
 “We look forward to working with 
MySchoolAct to find and develop great 
new Australian talent,” says Denis Handlin, 
AM, Chairman and CEO Sony Music 
Entertainment Australia and New Zealand 
and President South East Asia and Korea.
 Prizing for MySchoolAct 2011 is more 
than impressive; it’s a career launch pad, 
with the winner scoring a $50,000 recording 
deal from Sony Music, a publishing deal 
with Sony/ATV Publishing  to the value of 
$15,000 and Motorola prize packs.
 But wait, there’s more, loads more!  One 
top act from the areas of WA, ACT/NSW, 
TAS/VIC, SA, QLD/NT will land the 
ultimate gig and be included in the line-up 
of the hottest music festival in Australia, Big 
Day Out 2012, which will be celebrating its 
20-year anniversary next year. This is all 
thanks to mobile legend Motorola, which has 
come on board to support the MySchoolAct 
competition.
 Timo Brouwer, Managing Director, 
Motorola Mobility ANZ and South 
Pacific says, “Motorola is excited to be 
getting behind such a worthwhile program 
and supporting the cultural development 
of Australian youth. MySchoolAct is a 
unique talent-fostering programme, which 

gives young people an incredible launching 
pad into a solid career opportunity in 
music, including exposure in a high impact 
environment like Big Day Out.  We look 
forward to seeing them at the festival!”
 Individual musicians and support team 
members are also eligible to win full first 
year scholarships in Film Production, Audio 
Engineering and Design and Multimedia 
from SAE Institute and Qantm College.
 Supported by Channel [V] and The Music 
Network, fans of MySchoolAct will be 
rewarded with the latest music news, prizes 
and cool videos from known artists updated 
weekly.
 Winners of MySchoolAct 2009, Glass 
Towers of Alstonville High, Byron Bay, have 
gone on to achieve great success; securing a 
spot on the Splendour in the Grass line up, 
embarking on a national tour and in August 
they will release their first EP. 
 MySchoolAct is now open for submissions 
from ALL high schools across Australia. 
Visit www.myschoolact.com to register. 

Community Art Van 
Stands Out from the 

Crowd
TOWARDS the end of June, C.Y. O’Connor 
Institute took delivery of a Hyundai iLoad, 
freshly wrapped in customised vinyl artwork.
 The Community Art Van is a new initiative 
by the Institute, to enable Art lecturers to 
service the Wheatbelt more efficiently.
 “The Institute has an active art programme 
in all of the sub-regions within the Wheatbelt, 
including annual art exhibitions,” said 
Managing Director John Scott.   “The 
programmes and exhibitions, when held 
away from the Institute campuses, can create 
a logistical challenge in terms of transporting 
artwork and materials.
 “A secondary, but equally important, 
reason for the provision of the Community 
Art Van is that it will assist our Art lecturers 
in the delivery of courses to the smaller 

communities within each of the sub-regions.
 “The van really stands out with its 
distinctive graphics – I would like to 
congratulate our Graphic Artist, Luke Bowra, 
for his exceptional design work,” added 
John.
 For more information on art courses 
available through the Institute, watch out 
for the Van, call 1800 627 256 or visit www.
cyoc.wa.edu.au.

Nominate Now for 
the 2011 Wheatbelt 

Training Awards
NOMINATIONS are now open for the 2011 
Wheatbelt Training Awards, the region’s 
highest accolades for the training and 
education industry. 
 The Wheatbelt Training Awards, which 
are coordinated  by Directions, a not-for-
profit employment and training organisation, 
recognise and celebrate the training and 
education achievements of Wheatbelt 
apprentices, trainees, students, schools and 
businesses. Directions funds and conducts 
the Awards each year through generous 
sponsorship from the business community. 
All individuals and organisations living and 
working in the Wheatbelt and involved in 
training are highly encouraged to nominate 
for these Awards.
 Larry Davies, Chief Executive Officer of 
Directions says, “The Awards were initiated 

Music Tuition
Piano • Keyboard • Theory
Margaret McClelland A.MUS.A

 ■ Professional member  
 of WAMTA Association

 ■ Specialising in AMEB  
 music exams, all grades

 ■ OVER 30 years experience

Home: 9574 2710
Mobile: 0421 064 564

TDHS P&C
 
THIS term will a busy one for the P&C as 
we get ready for the Toodyay Show, one of 
our biggest fundraisers of the year. 
 We will be providing food and drinks 
at the Pavilion again this year and will be 
looking for people to help out on the day 
and/or to donate some cool drinks, water, 
scones, cakes or other food items. Look out 
for further details in the school newsletters 
and in the next edition of the Herald.
 Remember the tasty, warm, inexpensive 
lunches that the Ha Ha Lunch Bar serves up 
each day, including stuffed spuds, pumpkin 
soup, fried rice and toasted sandwiches? 
Take advantage of the debit system whereby 
you can put money into an account and then 
use that money for the lunch orders so that 
you don’t have to always have change on 
hand. Talk to the canteen Manager, Charissa 
Robbins, for more information. Charissa can 
be contacted during canteen hours on 9574 
4047.  
 Would you like someone in particular to 
attend a P&C meeting as a guest speaker, 
or do you have a particular topic which you 
would like discussed? If so, please talk to 
Owen Catto on 9574 4682 or Nyaree Lawler 
on 9574 4772. 
 Next P&C meeting is Wednesday 17 
August, 7pm in the school staffroom. 

Continued Page 14



in 2007 and are a celebration of training 
excellence in the Wheatbelt region with 
attendees representing the many varied and 
diverse industries operating in this area.
 “There are a lot of opportunities in the 
Wheatbelt region and these Awards are a 
great way of showcasing the Wheatbelt as a 
great place to live and work,” says Davies.
 This year there are seven award categories 
open  to  nominees  acknowledging 
Wheatbelt students who have completed 
an apprenticeship or traineeship, as well as 
businesses in the region. The categories are:

•	Wheatbelt Apprentice of the Year
•	Wheatbelt Trainee of the Year
•	Wheatbelt Vocational Student of the Year
•	Wheatbelt Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander of the Year
•	Wheatbelt School Based Trainee of the 

Year
•	Wheatbelt Employer of the Year
•	Wheatbel t  School  and Business 

Partnership of the Year
 Details about the Awards, including the 
application and entry forms can be found 
online at www.wheatbelttrainingawards 
.com. Applications close on 26 August 
2011, so all participants are encouraged to 
nominate for these awards before it’s too late.
 This year’s awards presentation will be 
held at the new Northam Recreation Centre 
on Saturday 12 November 2011. 

News from Bolgart 
and Surrounding 

Areas
Mrs Doris M Martin

FIRSTLY, best wishes are extended to 
Charlie Burgess and his bride on their 
wedding which was held out on his property 
at Bolgart on Sunday, 24 July. We hope you 
both enjoy a long and happy married life.
 Birthday wishes to Julian McGill who I 
believe is somewhere in the vicinity of half 
my age. Hope you had a good day.
  Birthday wishes are also extended to 
Kyle Martin who held his birthday party 
in advance with his school mates because, 
when his birthday is happening, Kyle will 
most likely be on a school camp in Canberra. 
Kyle will be 13 on 7 August. I am amazed 
to discover that, just recently, Kyle played 
in the Toodyay Men’s footy team against 
Wongan Hills complete with the orange 
shorts for protection from the big guys. Not 
only did he play but also kicked a couple 
of well-deserved goals for the team and 
also kicked the ball to others to enable them 
to score a goal. Well done, Kyle; that is 
certainly worth reporting. We might see you 
in some major team one day in the future.
 Birthdays are all the vogue this month and 

sincere congratulations are extended also to 
Mrs Ruby Peters (nee - Chitty), formerly 
of Toodyay, who was given a lovely 90th 
birthday celebration at the residence of 
Marlene and Mike Andrijich near Toodyay 
on Sunday 24 July. A huge crowd of friends 
and relatives attended this special function. It 
was a warm and happy celebration from start 
to finish and it did our hearts good to watch 
Ruby even doing a waltz with her niece, 
Marlene, to the strains of harmonica music 
played by Ron Waters. Well done, Ruby.
 I must also report that this birthday girl 
turned the big 70 on 7 July and was treated to 
a really beautiful evening on 8 July staying at 
The Ascot Quays with a limo’ ride around the 
Perth foreshore and then onto The Nicholson 
Road Bar and Grill where we had dinner 
with our daughter, Carol, and her husband, 
Jeff, and four of our longest standing friends. 
The food was fantastic, as was the company 
and, yes, I had learned how to do the royal 
wave for when we left to return to our 
motel in the limousine. As Ray had recently 
undergone an operation to have a heart pace-
maker installed, we didn’t party on but were 
perfectly happy to simply go to bed. We must 
thank Carol and Jeff for a lovely evening and 
also Stella and John Pearce and Baden and 
Rita Pearson for helping to make it a lovely 
occasion. For those friends who mis,sed out 
we still intend to hold a luncheon shortly as 
Ray has also now turned 81. (Phew, where 
did that last year disappear to?)
  Don’t look now but my good friend Stella 
also has a birthday coming up on 7 August 
(which will probably have happened by the 
time this goes to print), so we hope you have 
a good one as the saying goes.
  Before I turn in, I must also comment that 
our daughter, Carol, and husband, Jeff, are 
currently in Wales taking photographs of 
old family gravesides at the present time. 
Carol went armed with family history and 
has found the churchyards of our ancestors 
and commented that the land around where 
our ancestors once lived is much like the 
countryside to the north of Toodyay. They 
plan to be away for about a month, so we 
wish them safe travelling. 

Bejoording Babble
Kim Leonhardt 

WELL, hello all! Here we are again. I’m 
starting to feel like a food reviewer, what 
with all our feast nights happening. I think 
this Thursday my family and I will take a 
trip to Perth and I’ll pick out a nice cravat 
for myself.
 The meal in question last month was: Curry 
Night! Now I gotta tell ya, there was just a 
huge selection. “How huge?” I hear you ask? 
“Huge!” I reply. We have some reasonably 
big plates at the Shed, and, admittedly, the 
one spoonful of each curry that I scooped 
were reasonably big spoonfuls BUT, let 
me tell you, my plate was full BEFORE I 

finished sampling and, what’s more, I didn’t 
include any rice! 
 So, I’m wandering back to the fire with my 
wheelbarrow load of curry to eat, when this 
shady, aged, little old man... let’s call him... 
oh... I don’t know... how about... Fred, sidled 
up to me and said, “You want a little bit of 
chilli?” I said, “Oh, ah... no thanks Fred, I’m 
pretty right as I am.” “Just a leeetle bit; it’s 
very good Cheeelie – not too hot?” says Fred 
(funny how his accent changes, eh?) 
 So I look at his plate of chillies, all lined 
up in a row, a bit like weapons from a shady 
arms’ dealer, start to shake my head no, when 
he says, “What, you weak or somethin’?” 
Groan! So now one side of my head’s 
saying, “Just say NO” and the other’s saying, 
well, I’m sure I don’t need to tell you what 
it’s saying – after all, I am a MAN! So I 
compromise. “Alright Fred, but I’ll only take 
a half a one,” which I duly took and chopped 
up into little bits and spread all over my curry 
so as to soften the expected blow. 
 Let’s just say that the Fire Brigade was 
stationed at my house next morning coz, for 
some inexplicable reason, our toilet paper 
kept spontaneously combusting.
 The other event we had last month was 
an Air Hockey night! Peculiar game, Air 
Hockey. It seems the less you try, the more 
likely it is that you’ll win. 
 The first game I had, I just stood there 
while my opponent went ballistic sending 
the puck all over the joint and then scored an 
own goal. Cool, I thought, I’m one up and I 
didn’t even move! However, I subsequently 
lost that game, coz the urge to just send that 
puck flying all over the joint is just too much. 
I was given a second chance against a new 
opponent Nerris. Nerris was one of the one’s 
that adopted the Zen approach, just kept her 
puck chucker in front of her goal while I was 
working up a sweat bouncing the puck off 
her ear, etc, trying to score a goal. Yes... her 
ear. I was adamant that was worth a bonus 
point but it fell on deaf... ear. I lost.
 The Grand Final eventually arrived 
between Captain Lawrence and little 
blond girl, Bonnie. All eyes were on The 
Kapitan. Will he be ruthless or will he show 
compassion? Well... he won. But don’t be 
too horrified... as you’ll read elsewhere in 
this tome, he was sold for $35.
 You’ll obviously have missed our 3 August 
Meeting... and Seafood Night. But our next 
feast is a Casserole Night on Wednesday 7 
September and our next Community Meeting 
is Wednesday 5 October. 
 The Shed’s open every Wednesday night 
from 6pm so I’ll see ya round the traps. Oh, 
must make a special mention to Bonnie 
Glossop who organised the Air Hockey 
Night. Toodle. 

Pump Power
WA PUMP Power is a new business about to 
commence trading in Toodyay. The partners 
Lang Lefroy and Mike Jacobson will provide 
a local and statewide service offering sales, 
installation and repairs of pumping systems 
and equipment including windmills, solar 
pumps, electric submersibles and pressure 
pumps. 
 Lang Lefroy has been a resident of 
Toodyay for most of his life and lives in 
Mountain Park with his wife Cindy who 
works as a nurse at the Toodyay Medical 
Centre. After spending 30 years in farming, 
Lang has worked for the last eight years in 
real estate. Although enjoying his time in real 
estate, Lang has always been drawn back to 
the practical side of farming and has decided 
to return to the farming industry by starting 
his own business in partnership with Mike, 

offering water pumping services for farms 
and rural properties.
 Mike Jacobson moved to Toodyay last 
year from Moora where he owned and 
operated a successful water pumping 
business. Mike now lives with his partner 
Natasha in Mountain Park where they enjoy 
their common interest in horses. Mike is 
also a farrier and horse breaker. Mike has 
30 years experience in the water pumping 
industry and as well as being knowledgeable 
in repairs and installation of all types of 
windmills, solar systems and pumps, and is 
highly skilled in the design of full pipeline 
systems. 
 Water is becoming a rare and valuable 
commodity and with the low rainfall of recent 
years many farms and rural households that 
have to supply their own water, now more 
than ever require reliable and economical 
water supply and delivery systems. With 
more difficult locations, farmers can be 
incorrectly advised that solutions to their 
specific needs are either not available, or 
be offered systems that are more expensive 
than is necessary. Mike and Lang are able to 
accurately calculate heads and frictions and 
are able to design and fully install systems 
that economically provide the right quantity 
of water required for even the most difficult 
situations. Lang and Mike are happy to assist 
with any size job from minor pump repairs 
to using their crane to relocate windmills. 
 See their advertisement on Page 8 of this 
edition of The Toodyay Herald.

Such is Life
Now, where was I ?

Bettina Scobie 

ON a drizzly cold morning recently, I thought 
I’d have another go at painting a small room 
I’d started painting a few months ago. 
 As I walked into the room I was instantly 
reminded of my first attempt at painting over 
the grey and white splotches the previous 
owner had painstakingly applied to the wall 
many years ago. The new colour was even 
worse - the earthy terracotta I’d chosen in 
the hardware shop had somehow become 
calamine lotion pink – absolutely awful. Ah 
yes, I remember now. It took me ten minutes 
to get the lid off the paint tin, another ten 
minutes to clean up the puddle of paint off 
the floor (important note: never try to open 
a full tin of paint with a big hammer and a 
tablespoon...) and about one minute to realise 
that calamine lotion pink was definitely 
a step backwards in the colour scheme of 
things. So on went the lid and I plonked 
the paint brush in a jar of water next to the 
kitchen sink. 
 And so, on this recent drizzly cold morning, 
I retrieved the paint brush from the now 
empty jar of water, which by this stage was 
good for, well, absolutely nothing. So into 
the bin it went, and off I went in search of 
another brush, a hefty screwdriver and the 
new tin of paint I’d purchased. 
 Three hours later (quite a few distractions 
on the way to the shed: filled the wheelbarrow 
with kindling, emptied the compost bucket, 
took the wheelie bin out, etc)  I’m back in the 
small room only to realise I need something 
to mix the paint with, and out of sheer 
desperation grab a big fat knitting needle out 
of the drawer where I keep all those useless 
but may-come-in-handy one-day things. And 
so I successfully remove the lid of the paint 
tin with the hefty screwdriver, mix the paint 
with my big fat knitting needle, dip my brand 
new paint brush into the gorgeous shiny new 
paint, climb up the step ladder, and suddenly 
realise that this story is over 200 words long 
and will have to be continued some other 
time.
 Now, where was I ?

Did You Know?

On 5 August 1950, industrial 
extracts ltd. Managing Director 
H.V.  Marr.  announced i t s 
£280,000 factory project for 
the Toodyay area, which was 
expected to employ over 100 
workers locally. The new factory 
was located south of Toodyay 
on the main Northam-Toodyay 
Road. (From The long Toodyay 
Chronology, Part 2, 1901-1950, 
2nd ed. (in process), Toodyay 
Historical Society inc.)
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The Great Expectati on
Aft er the Islamic revoluti on of Iran in 1979 multi tudes in the streets of Tehran 
used to chant day aft er day:  “O God, O God, keep our Khomeini unti l the 
advent of the Mahdi”.  Khomeini died in June, 1989, but the Muslim divines 
who consider themselves representati ves of the Hidden Imam (the Mahdi) 
have kept the dream alive. People compose poems of anti cipati on and 
distribute them through the internet or mobile phones. The poems generally 
indicate that the appearance of the Imam is expected on a Friday. Prophecies 
derived from the Quran and the Traditi ons pointed to the year 1260 of the 
Islamic lunar calendar (AD 1844) as the year of the appearance of the Hidden 
Imam.
In the Christi an world the expectati on of the return of Christ reached a 
climax in the 19th Century. “William Miller, a Bapti st preacher, predicted and 
preached the imminent return of Jesus Christ to the Earth and a more specifi c 
date, that of 22 October 1844, was preached by Samuel S. Snow. Thousands 
of followers, some of whom had given away all of their possessions, waited 
expectantly. When Jesus did not appear, October 22, 1844 became known as 
the Great Disappointment.”
On the other side of the world, in the northeast of the Arabian peninsula, 
Shaykh Ahmad Ahsáí, disappointed with the fortunes of Shí’ah sect of Islam, 
spoke of a new and independent Revelati on, as att ested and foreshadowed 
by the sacred Scriptures of Islam. Shaykh Ahmad’s successor, Siyyid Kázim, 
taught that the advent of the Mahdi was imminent. So much so that before 
dying, instead of appointi ng a successor, he sent his disciples out to fi nd the 
Promised One. One of his most noted disciples, Mullá Husayn, was led to the 
city of Shiraz where he met a young man, Siyyid Ali Muhammad (the Báb), who 
proclaimed to him, on 23rd May 1844, that He was the promised Mahdi and, 
at the same ti me, the harbinger of One greater than Himself. Mullá Husayn 
became the fi rst believer of the Báb (the Gate). Nine years later Bahá’u’lláh 
(Glory of God), whilst a prisoner in the Siyah-Chal (the Black Pit) of Tehran, 
declared that He was the Manifestati on of God foretold by the Báb and so 
began the Bahá’í Faith. (Conti nued next month)

Email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au or call 08 330 6999 or 9574 5610

COUNCIL MAJORITY UP FOR GRABS
YOURS TO CHOOSE

Electoral Roll closes August 26th
Organise your Candidates before September 8th

OCTOBER 15 AND THE SHOW MUST GO ON
TOODYAY ratepayers & 
RESIDENTS Assoc. Inc.

THE NEWSponsored by

Desrae Clarké

I HAVE had this recipe for a very long time 
– like forty-odd years! It a delicious meal to 
serve when a group of friends are expected. 
It is preferably made up a couple of days 
early as, like all casserole-type meals, it will 
season beautifully and taste a ton better! The 
original recipe asked for veal steak; however, 
veal is quite expensive and doesn’t have the 
flavour of the meat I prefer which is shin beef 
(gravy beef). Ask your butcher to dice it for 
you and then you can cut it into bite-sized 
pieces, removing the gristle and the sheath 
covering. It is a delicious cut of meat and 
ideal for long, slow cooking.
 Although there are suggested vegetables 
in this recipe - any vegetable that you may 
have in the pantry would be suitable. The 
only thing I would suggest is that, if adding 
beans or peas, add them just before the 
finish of cooking as they otherwise turn 
the most awful khaki colour. You may like 
to microwave and add them just before 
decorating with the tomato slices and cashew 
nuts.
Ingredients:
1½kg shin beef, cut into bite-sized pieces
4 tablespoons oil
2 medium onions, either finely chopped or 
sliced
1 large tin diced pineapple, drained
1 tblspn cornflour blended with ¼ cup cold 
water
½ small cabbage, (with thick stalk removed) 
shredded
500gms carrots cut into thin rings

Recipe Corner
A Party Dish

3 or 4 sticks of celery, diced
500gms beans, sliced
Hot, salted water
Freshly ground pepper
1 fresh tomato, sliced and used for decoration
6 cashew nut halves
Hot fluffy rice, pasta or mashed potato to 
serve
Method:
Using a deep pan gently heat the oil and sauté 
the onion until it has softened.
 Add the shin beef and brown, stirring all 
the while. 
 Add the syrup from pineapple. 
 Cook the vegetables in boiling water for 
about 7 minutes then drain.
 Mix the meat, vegetables and the pineapple 
pieces together plus enough water to JUST 
cover meat and vegetables. 
 Pour the mixture into a slow cooker and 
cook for four to five hours until the meat 
is tender. Alternatively, it may be cooked 
in a covered, large casserole dish in a very 
moderate oven until the meat is tender. This 
will take several hours depending on the 
individual oven.
 Mix the cornflour and a half cup of water 
to a very smooth paste then dribble into the 
casserole stirring all the while to prevent the 
liquid of the casserole adhering to the base.
 Give the dish a good sprinkle of freshly 
ground pepper and stir in thoroughly.
 Serve garnished with sliced tomatoes, with 
a half cashew in the centre of each tomato 
slice, together with rice, pasta or mashed 
potato. 

Samantha Connor

IF you saw the red balloons in Toodyay 
on Tuesday and wondered why, it’s for 

Painting the Town Red
for Disability

disability awareness – 
a  campaign to  show 
people that  Toodyay 
c a r e s  a b o u t  p e o p l e 
with disabilities and to 
talk about a National 
Disabi l i ty  Insurance 
Scheme!
 To  f i n d  o u t  m o r e 
or, if you want to do 
your bit, go to www.
everyaustraliancounts. 
com.au and sign up as a 
supporter of people with 
a disability.
 One in five Australians 
have a disability and any 

Australian can acquire a disability or have 
a child with a disability.
 Sign up and tell our decision makers that 
‘Every Australian Counts’. 

Coming Events

The events listed below have mostly been sourced from articles submitted to the Toodyay 
Herald for publication in the July and August 2011 editions. For further details about any of 
the events listed, please check the articles elsewhere in the paper.

If you have an upcoming or regular event which you would like included in future Coming 
Events columns, please supply the details to the Editor of the Toodyay Herald and include 
your contact information.

August 2011
Thur 4 August Herald due out
Sat 6 Avon Descent
  Toodyay International Food Festival
  Free 175th Anniversary Quiz Night
Fri 12 Toodyay Music Club
  Toodyay Karate Club competition
  Applications close for Healthways Healthy Club sponsorship
Sat 13 Coondle VBFB general meeting
  Julimar VBFB radio training
  Toodyay Historical Society Bus trip to old churches in Toodyay area
  Avon Valley Adult Riding Club busy bee
  St John Ambulance First Aid training, Bolgart
Sun 14 St John Ambulance First Aid training, Bolgart
  Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
Tue 16 Shire of Toodyay Ordinary Meeting of Council
Wed 17 Morangup VBFB meeting
  Toodyay District High School P&C meeting
  Toodyay Ratepayers & Residents’ Association meeting
  Toodyay Historical Society general meeting
Thur 18 Vietnam Veterans’ Day
Fri 19 RSVP deadline - Toodyay Historical Society West Toodyay bus tour
  Deadline for early bird registrations for State History Conference
Sat 20 Shire Information Session
  Toodyay Naturalists’ Club meeting 2pm
  Toodyay Naturalists’ Club meeting 4pm
Sun 21 Farmers’ Market on a Farm, Lower Chittering
  Toodyay Friends of the River AGM
Tue 23 Central VBFB general meeting
Fri 26 Closing of Shire Electoral rolls 5pm
  Closing date - submissions to Shire - Review of Wards & Representation
Sat 27 Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
  Toodyay Men’s Shed AGM
  Targa West
Sun 28 Targa West
  Toodyay Historical Society West Toodyay bus tour
Tue 30 Deadline for submission of articles for September Toodyay Herald
  Arts Toodyay AGM

September 2011
Fri 2 Toodyay Karate Club competition
Sat 3 RSL AGM
Tue 6 Arts Toodyay meeting
Wed 7 Bejoording casserole night
Thur 8 September Herald due out



when and where they meet

AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets 12 ½ to 17 year olds, male and female. 
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. Friday 6:30pm 
to 9:30pm, during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets first Tuesday of the month, 7pm at The Old Police Station in 
Duke St Sth. For all interested in arts/crafts,  workshops. Enquiries 
to Wendy on 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
For breastfeeding information and the company of other mums. 
2nd Tuesday of month, Parent Information Centre, Gordon Street 
Northam 10am-noon. 4th Tuesday of month Toodyay Playgroup 
10am  - noon. Contact Louise for more details on 9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday, 1pm to 4pm. Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Contact Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of each month (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay Race 
Course. Contact: Sandra 9574 4429

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday of each month at Dept of Water,  
254 Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday every month , 8pm at the old engineers quarters  next 
to Northam Railway Museum, Fitzgerald Street Northam. Ph 9622 
1192 .

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Monthly meeting 4th Sunday 9am to 10pm, Workshops 2nd and 4th 
Sunday 9am - Wool Pavilion, Toodyay Sports Ground. 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire and Emergency 
Services Centre. Training 2nd Thursday of each month.

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
The next immunisation clinic: Call for details. Please call Sheree on 
9574 4577 to book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday of month from October to April, June and August, 
5pm at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday of each month, 1.30pm, C.W.A. 
Hall. New Members very welcome.

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
Third Tuesday of each month, 6pm at the PB Kirby Centre, cnr 
Gordon and Wellington Sts, Northam. New members welcome. 
Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 
for additional information.

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday, 1pm to 4pm at Butterly House. 
Contact Ida Edwards on 9574 2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 1st Saturday of month, 6pm at Julimar Fire Station followed 
by BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting, 10am, Julimar 
Fire Station.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. Every 
Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school holidays). 
Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 or Chere Rothwell 
9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Saturday mornings at 
8am at 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. New members welcome. Contact 
Cheryl Mustchin 9572 9556

MURDER MYSTERY CLUB
Meets Third Wednesday of the month beginning 17 August, Toodyay 
Library, 10am - 12noon. Ph Liz 9574 5967, Linda 9621 1620 or Dot 
0407 656 853

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday of month, Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday of each month  Council Chambers 7pm

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10am at Toodyay Telecentre.

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages. CWA Hall Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning. Contact Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am Ladies and senior men
TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the month. 
Please contact Dave Isbill 9574 4035 for location and time. 
TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz and Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, new 
studio. Ages from 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys. 9574 4459. 
Saturdays 9am - 2.30pm (except school holidays)
TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 14, 
6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm juniors, 5-6pm 
intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall
TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday of the month at 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is 
ready.)Phone 9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and 
volunteers to help run the station welcome.
THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Thursdays 7-9pm, St. Stephen’s Church Hall.
Contact: Peter  0421704429 or Trish  9574 4330
TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays)
School Library, 7pm
TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday of every month (Feb - Nov), Toodyay Race Course. 
Contact Tanzi 0427 859 493
TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday of each month  Duidgee Park  (near Newcastle Bridge) 
at 8am October to April and 9am May to September.  Enquiries  
9574 2578 
TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st Thursday of each month 10am.  Contact Gale 9574 4740 or 
Margaret 9574 5885 for next club venue. 
TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage
TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays), 3.30 - 7pm. Anglican Church Hall. 
Contact Alison on 0409 295 369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays), Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion. Contact: Jodee 9574 4656
TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month Hotel Freemasons
TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday each month (except Jan)
Masonic Hall, Fiennes St, 7.30pm
TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enquiries 9574 
4462
TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets at 6176 Toodyay Road on Thursday mornings. Phone Geoff 
Ebdon on 9574 4568
TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 10.30am
Enquiries phone Felicity on 9574 4254.
TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday of the Month from 7pm
CWA Hall.  Contact Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492.
TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
3rd Saturday each month,  at CWA Hall 7pm. Enquiries to President 
on  9574 2560 or Secretrary on 6364 3609. Visitors and new 
members will be made very welcome.
TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday each month commencing 6pm Toodyay Police Station 
(General Meeting bi-monthly - Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, Dec) 
Enquiries 9574 2212
TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Playgroup Hall, 
Community Centre, Brenda Hutchinson 9574 4489
TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
(INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris Ballam 
(Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.com.

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday of February, May, August and November, Anglican 
Hall, 1.30pm

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday from 9am Parkers Cottage. 
President: CArol Worrell 0407 429 047; Secretary: Phil Harmer 
9574 2015

TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH RSL
1st Saturday of February, April, May, July, September (AGM) and 
November  at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John 9574 5681

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM.
12.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Freemasons Hotel.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday and Friday (varies). 
Contact Prim on 9574 2490 for details.

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday of each month Fire Station, 8pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am, St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Centre. 9574 4184

What About 
Between Issues?

Grant Scobie

THE Toodyay Herald, as all would know, 
is a monthly paper. This means that it can 
be a long time between drinks. So how can 
readers get the information that is current?
 The first place to look is the Herald 
website: www.toodyayherald.com.au. As 
soon as we get a story that we know can’t 
wait, we put it up there and out there – on 
the home page.
 Now, if there’s only a copy of the front page 
of the current paper, you’ll know we don’t 
have any news stories to break. This doesn’t, 
however, mean that there are no stories; it 
just means that we don’t know about them, 
yet.
 So, if there is a story out there and it’s not 
in the paper and not on the website, let us 
know. You can email us at toodyayherald@
westnet.com.au or phone on 9574 2106 
(leave a message if the office is unattended.)
 One small request: the story has to be 
something that is of interest to Toodyay, 
contain no defamation or unsubstantiated 
evidence and be something that can’t wait 
until the next edition. Remember, what may 
seem like a major event to some (eg. dogs 
barking) are not necessarily of interest to the 
whole community.
 An example of what we will be announcing 
is, when we are officially notified, the 
recommencement of medical services in 
Toodyay.
 Help us keep you informed between issues.
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Did You Know?

On 13 August 1900, Joseph Bolitho 
Johns (Moondyne Joe) died in the 
Fremantle Lunatic Asylum. He was 
buried in the Fremantle Cemetery. (From 
The long Toodyay Chronology, Part 1, 
1829-1900, Toodyay Historical Society 
Inc.)

Did You Know?

In August 1978, a concrete water holding 
tank was completed for the reticulation 
system at the Toodyay Showgrounds. 
(From The long Toodyay Chronology, 
Part 3, 1951-2000 (in process), Toodyay 
Historical Society Inc.)

Did You Know?

On 17 August 1986, Jim Watson and 
committee organized a Toodyay hockey 
and football reunion at the Toodyay 
Showgrounds. More than 150 former 
players and their families attended. 
(From The long Toodyay Chronology, 
Part 3, 1951-2000 (in process), Toodyay 
Historical Society Inc.)

Did You Know?

On 11 August 1995, the Toodyay Post 
Office and Residence, on Stirling Terrace, 
was entered on the permanent register 
of the Heritage Council of Western 
Australia’s Register of Heritage Places. 
(From The long Toodyay Chronology, 
Part 3, 1951-2000 (in process), Toodyay 
Historical Society Inc.)

Did You Know?

In August 2001, Stirling House Café 
in the old Toodyay Club building, on 
Stirling Terrace, changed its name to The 
Cola Café and Museum (Brian Dawes, 
owner and collector). (From The long 
Toodyay Chronology, Part 4, 2001-2012 
(in process), Toodyay Historical Society 
Inc.)
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public notices

GETTING BACK TO BASICS
We welome everyone to join us for

communion and worship at 9.30am Sunday
mornings in the Toodyay Community Centre

If you are interested in getting to know
 more about God then we have 

groups that meet informally.
For further information call 9574 5002

We are a child friendly church

Obituary

Elsie Muriel Wroth (nee Padman)
29 May 1922 – 8 July 2011
ELSIE Muriel Padman was born on 29 May 
1922 to Stanley and Florence Padman of 
‘Burnside’ Brookhampton. She was their third 
child and only daughter. Her brothers were 
Gordon, Harry, Bob and Vern.
 Elsie attended a one-teacher school at 
Brookhampton. The children had to help milk 
the cows before school. They walked the 3¾ 
miles home from school and usually stopped 
to pick wild cranberries to eat. During this 
time, Elsie learnt to play the piano and had 
to go to a neighbouring farm to practise.
 At 14, Elsie had to leave school after her 
youngest brother, Vern, was born to help 
look after him as their mother wasn’t well 
after his birth. Elsie continued school by 
correspondence for a year.
 Her teenage years were spent horse riding 
and playing tennis with her cousin, Audrey.
 Elsie loved dancing and she and Audrey 
were allowed to attend dances without a 
chaperone if their Uncle Len, who was only 
six years older, was going to be there. Elsie 
said he wasn’t at all interested in what his 
young nieces were doing!
 Sometimes, Elsie travelled to Perth by train, 
which took a long time in those days, to have 
a holiday with her Aunty Girly and family. 
Her cousin, Jean, was also an only daughter.
 A certain young man, Joseph Charles 
Wroth (Mac), was serving in the Air Force 
in New Guinea during the Second World 
War. Also in the 77th Squadron was Bernie 
Clifford who happened to be engaged to 
Elsie’s cousin, Audrey. On seeing a photo of 
Audrey and Elsie, Mac made sure that he had 
leave to attend Audrey and Bernie’s wedding 
and meet Elsie. So began a great romance! 
They became engaged in the summer of 
1946 and were married on 8 March 1946 in 
Donnybrook. Mac’s family and friends even 
travelled to the wedding on the back of a truck.
 The honeymoon was in Albany and then 
they returned to Toodyay to live. As housing 
was very limited after the war, the newlyweds 
lived with Mac’s parents for 8 years. Then the 
children arrived: Jan, Barb, Yvonne, Charles, 
Jo and Jamie.
 By 1956 the family home was in Fiennes 
Street. Despite a busy home life, Elsie 
had many talents and interests. She loved 
helping on the farm and was instrumental in 
introducing cattle to the property.
 Elsie had a great love of sport, whether 
following it or playing it. From an early age, 
Elsie’s love of cricket began when listening 
to test matches on the wireless during the 
night. She and Mac were ‘country members’ 
of the WACA and enjoyed attending matches. 
Elsie played tennis for many years before 
taking up lawn bowls. This new sport for 
Elsie, as she stated, would be an interest 
for her but family would always come first. 
That didn’t last! Family visits had to be 
scheduled around her bowling programme! 
The wonderful friendships Elsie made 
through bowls extended to many country 
towns and continued long after she could no 
longer play. 
 Elsie’s cooking was amazing – making 
jams and bottling fruit from her brothers’ 
orchards. Street stall cooking was always a 
mass production – biscuits, slices, muffins 
and lamingtons – covering the dining room 
table. Elsie took up a night course in Northam 
in Cake Decorating and was then kept busy 
with wedding and birthday cakes. 
 Elsie’s sewing skills were called up for 
Jan’s and Barb’s weddings. For Jan’s, Elsie 

In Memoriam

WROTH Elsie Muriel
29.5.22 – 8.7.11
Deepest Sympathy to all the family from the 
Toodyay Bowling Ladies. Elsie was a long 
time bowling member.

Kaye Rewell
Secretary

WROTH Elsie Muriel
29.5.22 – 8.7.11

“In loving memory of Elsie Wroth”
We came to Toodyay early in 1980 and 
hardly knew a soul! Our first home was 
a rental property in Rosedale Street, just 
around the corner from the Wroths.
 It was almost our first day when this 
beautiful, kind lady walked to our place and 
made us welcome. It was the beginning of 
a long and special friendship with Elsie and 
Mac Wroth.
 Thank you Elsie; thank you Mac.

Kaye and Rick Rodgers

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
Our Dad was the best and the coolest. We will 
never forget the love and the fun you gave us.
 Love and miss you heaps.

Sharnae and Joshua

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
Our precious son. Remembering you is easy. 
You are with us every day. It’s the pain of 
losing you that never goes away.
 Oh how we miss you.

Love Mum and Dad

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
Your name is often mentioned, our thoughts 
are with you still. You haven’t been forgotten, 
what’s more you never will be. A daily 
thought, a silent tear, a constant wish that 
you were here.
 Loved Brother of Renee, Latiesha and 
Brad.
 Loved Uncle to Bella, Lilly, Will, Charlotte 
and Ella.
 Forever in our hearts.

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
My dearest brother Troy, I miss you more 
and more every day. Not a day goes by that 
I don’t think of you. If only we had more 
time but the time we had I will hold so close 
to my heart. 
 Love you so much. I think you would be 
so proud of me and the girls.
 Love, your baby sister, Renee

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
Uncle Bubba
I am missing you so much and talk about you 
always. I will never forget you. 
 Love you Uncle Bubba

Love from your Bubba (Charlotte)

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
Uncle Troy, if only I had met you, how lucky 
I would have been but your memory lives on. 
I will always love you, 

your baby niece, Ella Marie Watson

WATSON Troy Justin
27.8.78 – 20.8.09
Troy Watson, loved and missed by his Nan 
and Pop (Dec). Treasured memories keep 
you near, as time unfolds another year.

D Watson

NANNY WAZZA - ‘The cushion lady’
I hope heaven is as soft as your cushions.
 Sympathy to the Wlazlowski family, Peter, 
Halina, Josh, Pete Jnr and Jona.

From Sara, Ayr and Donnelly

SHEHAN Gregory Nolan
3.7.58 – 22.6.11
Passed away at his home in beautiful 
Toodyay, amongst family and friends. A 
wonderful man of gentle nature and a kind 
heart. 
 With breaking hearts, we watched you fade 
away.
 It has been an honour having you as our 
dear friend, business partner and a part of 
our family.
 We will treasure the memories we have of 
you forever. We miss you terribly.
 Our deepest sympathy and love to Janyce 
and the families.

Dean and Wendy
Sarah and Jordin

made the bride’s dress, three bridesmaids’ 
dresses and one flower girl’s dress and iced 
the wedding cake. Barb didn’t even supply 
her mother with a pattern, just arrived home 
with the material and a sketch of the dress 
she wanted! Once again Elsie made the 
bride’s dress, three bridesmaid’s dresses and 
made and iced the wedding cake. What an 
achievement!
 Elsie’s love of God and Church has always 
been strong. She has been a member of 
the Mothers; Union for 51 years and has 
contributed to all aspects of the church from 
being a choir member and either arranging or 
supplying flowers regularly. 
 Elsie’s passion has always been the garden! 
She had a great love of gardening, flowers 
and knowledge of plants. Any trips involved 
calling at garden centres – a bit like a pub 
crawl! Visiting any gardens meant more 
cuttings for Elsie to try. With Mac’s support 
she created an incredible garden and shared 
the beauty of the garden with so many. 
They hosted about 20 dahlia luncheons as 
a fundraising activity for the church. Up to 
2,000 dahlias  were planted each year and 
Elsie knew the name of each dahlia. Many 
local organisations knew who to come to for 
flowers when in need. Elsie made beautiful 
wreaths of dahlias for both the Toodyay 
Shire and the RSL for the ANZAC services 
for 42 years. Boxes and boxes of plants 
were nurtured and potted for street stalls for 
different organisations. 
 Holidays up North in the caravan were a 
great source of enjoyment for Mac and Elsie 
in the later years. Mac enjoyed the fishing 
and Elsie played bowls.  One of Elsie’s 
dreams was fulfilled with a trip to England. 
Another highlight was a family holiday to 
Thailand, where Jamie was teaching.  Elsie’s 
home was never without a cat. She loved the 
companionship they provided. They have 
ranged from Moggies, British Blue, Siamese 
and Burmese. 
 Unconditional love of family was a very 
strong feature of Elsie’s life. Marriage brought 
Geoff, Harry, Lindsay and Ali to the family 
and the GRANDCHILDREN and GREAT-
GRANDCHILDREN. 
 In latter years Elsie faced health challenges 
and failing eyesight, the loss of a son, Jamie 
and separation from her beloved Mac, when 
he needed full time care. Her strength in 
adversity and her unwavering faith were 
inspirational. 
 Our heartfelt thanks to Dr Richard Walkey, 
Toodyay Silver Chain and their volunteer 
drivers and the Regional Health Care Services 
for their care and support which enabled Elsie 
to live in her own home as was her wish. We 
are grateful to the Rev. Peter Bourne for his 
pastoral care and friendship. We also thank 
family, neighbours and friends. 

SHEHAN Gregory Nolan
3.7.58 – 22.6.11
To my Geg,
 I ya you

Love from Jordy

SHEHAN Gregory Nolan
3.7.58 – 22.6.11
A great friend to our family. You will be sadly 
missed by all.
 Our deepest sympathy to Janyce and family 
and to Greg’s children and their families.

Chris, Kathryn and family
Lauren, Brett, Penny and family

Becky, Ryan and family

First Aid

First Aid Course Bolgart
The next Senior First Aid Course will be held 
at Bolgart on Sat and Sun, 13 and 14 August. 
Take advantage of having this course locally.
 Contact Valerie on 9627 5248 or, in 
Toodyay, Jenny on 9574 2455.

Annual General Meetings

The Toodyay Herald Inc.
The Toodyay Herald AGM is to be held 
on Wednesday, 14 September, 2011 at the 
Toodyay Herald offices, 92b Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay commencing at 7pm.
 All members welcome.

Arts Toodyay Inc
Arts Toodyay will hold its Annual General 
Meeting at the club rooms in the old Police 
Station on Duke Street North on 30 August 
at 7pm.
 All members are encouraged to attend and 
all office holder positions on the executive 
will be available for nominations.

Toodyay Friends of the River Inc
Toodyay Friends of the River will hold its 
Annual General Meeting at Duidgee Park 
starting at 9am on Sunday 21 August. 

Toodyay Music Club
The AGM of the Toodyay Music Club will be 
held at 6.30pm before the usual club evening 
on Friday 9 September.

Toodyay Men’s Shed
Toodyay Men’s Shed will be holding its 
AGM at Vince’s Restaurant, Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay at 8am, Saturday 27 August 2011.
 All members and interested men welcome.

Toodyay RSL Sub-branch
The Toodyay Sub-branch of the RSL 
will hold its Annual General Meeting at 
The Toodyay Club at 2pm on Saturday 3 
September.

Reunion

Toodyay Tennis Club
To celebrate the 175th Anniversary of 
Settlement of Toodyay and the 90th 



Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Anniversary of the Club, the Toodyay Tennis 
Club is holding a reunion of past and present 
members to be held on Sunday 25 September 
at 2pm at the Tennis Courts.
 Social tennis is on the agenda, so bring your 
tennis racquet with you.
 For catering purposes, please contact Roma 
Heath on 9574 5534 or email toodyaytennis@
gmail.com by Monday 19 September.
 Any old photos or memorabilia would be 
welcome.

Birthdays
Jo Sutton Nicky Johnson
Dimity Taylor Drew Taylor
Wayne Clarke Samantha Douglas
Heather Henderson Tiana Connor
Mark Bowden Isabelle Adamson

public notices
Ben Gordon Nicole Seed
Shane MacGregor Tanya MacGregor
Ian MacGregor Kylie Hebron
John Mitchinson Wesley Yarron
Travis Higgins Margaret O’Sullivan
Greta Baker Rod Banks

Anniversaries
Peter & Veronica Dymond
Peter & Kathy Robinson
Stan & June Eastwood

General Notices

Spring Fayre
Saturday, 24 September, 2011, 9am – 2pm, 
St John the Baptist Catholic Parish, Stirling 
Terrace, Toodyay.

Page 18. THE TOODYAY HERALD August 2011

Tell Your Story and 
Make a Difference 

ENTER Heywire by 19 September 2011 
for a chance to have your story broadcast 
on the ABC, and be part of the annual 
Heywire Youth Issues Forum in Canberra. 
What is Heywire? 
Heywire is an ABC Radio initiative, 
providing a space for the conversation, 
stories, debate and ideas of young people 
from rural and regional Australia. 
 It’s a competition, open to people aged 
16–22 to tell stories in all forms of media 
- text, photos, video and audio - about life 
and issues in Australia outside the major 
cities. Up to 40 winners are chosen from 
ABC Radio regional broadcast locations 
across the country and winning pieces are 
presented on the ABC through ABC Local 
Radio, ABC Radio National, triple j and 
abc.net.au. 
 It’s a chance to make a difference. 
Winners also receive a trip to the Heywire 
Youth Issues Forum in Canberra in 
February 2012. Staying at the prestigious 
Australian Institute of Sport, participants 
gain leadership skills and have a chance 
to pitch their ideas to politicians, funding 
bodies and policy makers. 
 It’s a tool, a resource for parents, teachers, 
politicians and the wider community to 
engage young people with the concepts 
of digital literacy. Resource guides are 
available for secondary teachers to tie 
Heywire into their teaching curriculum. 
 2010 Heywire winner, Bethany Evans, 
is one of seven former winners who 
have been named Heywire Ambassadors 
for 2011. Each state’s ambassador is 
now available for interview about their 
experiences and the positive ways Heywire 
has shaped their lives. 
 “You don’t realise what winning Heywire 
means to you until you look back on the 
Heywire Forum week and realise ‘that 
was possibly the greatest thing I’ve ever 
been a part of.’ Heywire gave me a sense 
of empowerment and allowed me to meet 
some of the most amazing and inspiring 
young people in the country,” Bethany 
said. 
 National Editor ABC Rural, Leigh 
Radford, said Heywire involves young 
people from regional Australia in a national 
conversation. “They come to Heywire to 
tell the rest of the country how they see 
it. Since the project began in 1998, more 
than 7000 young people have shared their 
story, and many of the ideas generated at 
the Heywire Forum have inspired positive 
change in regional communities,” Mr 
Radford said. 
 Entries close 19 September 2011. Enter 
now at: abc.net.au/haywire.

Portrait Nets a 
Royal Sum for 
Flying Doctor 

A PORTRAIT of the Duchess of Cambridge, 
Catherine Middleton, commissioned by The 
Australian Women’s Weekly to celebrate the 
royal wedding on 29 April was auctioned 
for $14,209. It was painted by celebrated 
South Australian artist, Robert Hannaford.
 Hannaford has painted many significant 
Australian figures from AFL legend Nathan 
Buckley to Prime Minister Paul Keating. 
He’s won the Archibald Prize People’s 
Choice section three times and the 2011 
Salon Des Refuses People’s Choice Award. 
 The head and shoulders portrait of 
the smiling Duchess is an oil on canvas 
measuring 45cm x 55cm x 3.5cm. The artist 
based it on one of the many photographs 
taken of her in recent years. 
 “I chose it because I thought it was the 
one that said the most about her,” said Mr 
Hannaford. “I liked this one because of the 
humanity and it showed her character.”
 The auction, which was managed via 
Grays online, started at $9. There were a 
total of 13 unique bids made during the 
three weeks the portrait was on offer. There 
were six from NSW, three from Queensland 
and two each from Victoria and South 
Australia.
 The proceeds will go to the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service (RFDS) - the only Australian 
charity chosen by Prince William and 
Catherine Middleton to receive donations 
from the Royal Wedding Gift Fund, in lieu 
of gifts.
 “We’re delighted to be the beneficiary of 
this special work, which was commissioned 
for an occasion that will live long in the 
memory,” said Greg Rochford, National 
CEO of RFDS. “The Flying Doctor has 
enjoyed Royal patronage since 1954, when 
the newly-crowned Queen Elizabeth II 
visited our Broken Hill base during her first 
Australian tour.” 
 Robert Waterhouse, who lives in Cairns 
in northern Queensland, made the winning 
bid.
 “I liked it because I thought it was 
beautiful and full of life and looked candid 
instead of posed. I also knew the money 
was going to a great cause,” said Mr 
Waterhouse. “I had to bid about five times, 
but was stoked to eventually win.” 
 Mr Waterhouse is hoping the RFDS base 
in Cairns, where his wife, Dr Cathmar Ross, 
was stationed for five years in the 1990’s, 
will agree to display it.
 “It seems the most appropriate place for 
it and I’m sure it will be a talking point the 
next time Prince William visits the Cairns 
base,” said Mr Waterhouse. 

Super Towns 
Announced

A STATE Government initiative to begin 
the process of enhancing and stimulating 
growth in key regional towns in the southern 
half of the State was announced recently by 
Regional Development Minister Brendon 
Grylls.
 Mr Grylls said the Government had 
endorsed an initial nine towns to share 
in $85.5million in Royalties for Regions 
funding this year under the Regional Centres 
Development Plan (SuperTowns).
 Katanning, Collie, Esperance, Northam, 
Jurien Bay, Morawa, Boddington, Manjimup 
and Margaret River have been selected in the 
first round of the initiative that will give local 
communities the opportunity to plan and 
implement projects and services to cater for 
a major population expansion and economic 
growth. 
 The Minister said $5.5million was available 
in 2011-12 to assist with strategic planning 
in these communities and $80million would 
be allocated to kick-start transformational 
projects.
 “The nine towns selected in the first round 
of SuperTowns now have the opportunity 
to build on their own unique identity and 
vision,” he said. “With population growth set 
to double in Western Australia over the next 
30 to 40 years, SuperTowns will offer more 
opportunities and amenities for people who 
choose to live in the State’s regional areas 
and provide an attractive alternative to living 
in Perth.
 “Some regional centres in the southern half 
of WA will play a critical role in absorbing 
some of the predicted population growth and 
the SuperTowns programme is designed to 
help strategically-placed country towns to 
effectively prepare for this event.
 “Failure to prepare for rapid population 
growth would be a mistake, as it was in the 
Pilbara where lack of strategic planning has 
been disastrous.”
 Mr Grylls said regional development 
commissions and local government 
authorities would play a lead role in the 
SuperTowns programme and be resourced to 
participate effectively in both the planning 
phase and project roll-out.
 “I am excited that Royalties for Regions 
has created the opportunity for many regional 
centres to unlock their potential and I look 
forward to offering them the chance to access 
funding and assistance from a number of key 
State Government agencies,” he said. 

 The Minister said regional development 
commissions needed to work closely 
with local government and professional 
planners on regional investment blueprints 
that enhanced economic and social 
linkages between SuperTown centres and 
neighbouring smaller communities. 
 Mr Grylls said towns not listed for first 
round funding would have the opportunity 
to participate in a future round.
 “The selection process for the initial 
SuperTowns programme was based on local 
and regional economic drivers, as well as 
each community’s readiness to attract and 
sustain growth,” he said.
 The nominations were evaluated by a 
high-level steering group comprising senior 
representatives from the departments of 
Regional Development and Lands; Planning; 
Local Government; and Agriculture and 
Food, and representatives from the WA 
Planning Commission, LandCorp, Regional 
Development Council and the six southern 
regional development commissions.
 The steering group provided advice to 
the Regional Development Council, which 
made recommendations to Government for 
consideration by Cabinet.

Do You Dream of 
Winning a Golden 

Guitar?
NOW is the time to take a step towards 
making your country music dreams come 
true. The 2012 Western Australian Country 
Music Awards, WA’s most prestigious 
country music awards, are now open.
 These Awards are presented as part of 
the annual Boyup Brook Country Music 
Festival, and have been the launching pad 
into the national and international music 
industries for many Western Australian 
based country music performers since their 
inception over 25 years ago. Ronni Rae 
Rivers went on from winning a Western 
Australian Country Music Award to being 

in demand across the continent as one of the 
top country music performers in Australia. 
Connie Kis Andersen, winner of multiple 
Awards, has spent time performing, writing 
and recording in Nashville, and singles from 
her latest album have climbed high in the 
charts in both Australia and the USA.
 The Sunny Cowgirls also went from 
strength to strength after participating in the 
Tamworth Country Music College, but had 
their initial start in Boyup Brook, winning 
a Junior Songwriting Award. Many other 
Award winners, including Chelsea Basham 
and Codeee-Lee, have gone on to be a part 
of the Tamworth Country Music Camerata, 
Tamworth Country Music College, Star 
Maker and even Australian Idol and have 
gained all of this with support from the 
Country Music Club of Boyup Brook. 
 Finalists are selected by a panel of 
experienced judges, and will be invited to 
participate in the Boyup Brook Country 
Music Festival. With a top line-up each 
year vying for these Awards it confirms 
the continued growth in the interest and 
accessibility of country music in Australia.
 The Award Categories include: 

•	Western Australian Country Music 
Development Awards
o Best New Talent
o Best Teenage Artist (Under 18)
o Best Sub-Teen Artist (Under 13)

•	Western Australian Country Music 
Songwriter Awards
o Junior Songwriter (Original Material)
o Senior Songwriter (Original Material)
o Western Australian Country Music 

Senior Awards
o Best Group/Duo
o Best Male Artist
o Best Female Artist
o Independent Single of Year
o Independent Album of Year

 The West Australian Country Music 
Awards are unique, giving acknowledgement 
and recognition to artists in our state. With 
the country music industry often being 
largely associated with the eastern states, 
many of these hard working and talented 
people would otherwise go unrecognised.  
 Entries close 30 September 2012, and 
application forms can be downloaded from 
www.countrymusicwa.com.au. The biggest 
reward for finalists and winners is knowing 
that people love their music and it reaches all 
walks of life. And of course, it could be your 
pathway to the CMAA Awards in Tamworth. 

Capture That 
Special Moment

WE all have some great pictures that have 
captured a special moment between a child 
and a special man in their lives. They could 
be their dad, granddad, uncle foster dad 
or even older brother! These are the type 
of pictures that make up the Thanks Dad 
National Exhibition and, without pictures 
like yours contributed; they couldn’t run 
this wonderful exhibition of these moments.
 Now in its 11th year the National Thanks 
Dad Photo Competition is again calling 
for entries. Why not encourage everybody 
you know – adults or young people – to 
enter this Competition. You could win a 
cash prize and at the same time celebrate 
the great things your kids do with the most 
important man in their lives. All entries into 
this competition will go onto the website and 
become part of the National Exhibition for 
2011 that will tour the country throughout 
2012 for people to enjoy.  All entries will 
also go onto their website. Be part of this 
exhibition that helps encourage more men 
to spend quality time with their children.
 The competition is not judged on technical 
quality – rather on capturing that special 
moment between the child and the man in 
their life. There are categories for Primary 
and secondary school aged children as well 
as adults. There is also a section for a short 
story written about the day or moment the 
photo was taken. 
 If you would like to ‘thank’ a special 
man in your life for his involvement in 
your children’s lives – or to thank someone 
who has been special to you – then find a 
photo and email or post it in. Entry forms 
can be downloaded from the website 
www.thanksdadphotos.org.au or call  
02 6622 3143 and they will send you out 
an entry form.
 All entries will be entered into the 
National Competition which closes August 
25th.
 For more information about ‘Thanks 
Dad’ and to see past entries go to www.
thanksdadphotos.org.au.
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“Work from Home” Opportunity and Positi ons
Telecommunicati on Industry - Nati onal Brand.

Do you want to earn big city income and not have to leave your home?

Teletex Pty Ltd, is a part of a Nati onal Supplier and been providing 
services to SMB and SME customers for over 10 years.

You will have full ongoing support and initi al product training locally.
To express interest, please contact Wayne Roberts on 0417 724 832

Or alternati vely email wayne.roberts@teletex.com.au

What you will need:
• You must possess the ability to ‘close and sell’ via the phone, we sell Nati onally.
• You will desire a high six fi gure income.
• You will need to have a laptop or desk top computer, access to the internet with a 1.5 meg 

download and 256k upload minimum speed, and a stati c IP address (you ring your ISP who 
can provide this for a minimal additi onal cost per month to your existi ng Internet services).

• There is no further start up costs to running your own business,                                                 
we provide the VoIP technology.

• You will need to be able to commit to 3-4 hours per day.

Youth Biz Is Coming
WHAT’S happening in our Wheatbelt region 
for young people? Plenty if you are heading 
to Cunderdin on Friday 23 September 2011.
 Regional Development Australia (RDA) 
Wheatbelt through our Youth Connections 
program, in partnership with Cunderdin 
Agricultural College, is excited to announce 
that we are hosting a Wheatbelt Youth 
Summit, Youth Biz.
Youth Biz will be an interactive, fun and 
social capacity building opportunity for 
Wheatbelt young people right here in our 
region. If you are living in the Wheatbelt and 
aged 12 to 20 years (Years 8 – 12) you’re 
invited. And, it’s all free!!
 Dynamic keynote speaker Brett Warner 
will present on a range of topics titled 
‘X+Y=How’. Brett states, “We all need 
guidance at some point in our lives to realign 
our track plan, reset our vision, achieve our 
goals and reflect. Having a sense of purpose, 
moral respect and understanding are three 
traits that will enhance your life’s path”. 
 Numerous  personal  development 
opportunities will be available during 
breakout sessions at the summit with 
workshops for young people in areas such as 
employment readiness, goal setting, public 
speaking, women’s self-defence, drugs and 
alcohol, Cunderdin College taster tour, 
leadership, and communication.
Cap off the day with our innovative ‘Dream 
Tank’. Young people - the future of our 
region – will be provided an opportunity 
to discuss issues they feel are important. 
‘Dream Tank’ will be an informal yet 
original brainstorming session, encouraging 
networking and rapport building amongst 
participants.
 Throughout the day, a wide range of youth 
stakeholders will be in attendance giving 
young people direct one-on-one access to 
information and resources on opportunities, 
training and supports available to them. If 
you have a youth opportunity or support 
service and would like to be a stallholder at 
Youth Biz, we would love to hear from you. 
Contact Michelle Blackhurst on 9622 8700 
or email michelle.blackhurst@rdawheatbelt. 
com.au.
 The experience doesn’t stop at the end of 
the day. RDA Wheatbelt’s Youth Connections 
program is producing a Wheatbelt Youth 
Services Directory. To add value to the 
Summit, this will be produced incorporating 
services and opportunities available to young 
people locally, as well as supportive abridged 
documentation and templates collated from 
personal development opportunities offered 
throughout the Youth Summit event.
 To find out more and to register to attend, 
contact Shelley Lombardini on 9041 4931 
or email shelley.lombardini@ rdawheatbelt.
com.au.

Express What It 
Means to Help 

Others 
$15,000 cash on offer for West 

Australian primary schools 

ENTRIES are now open in the annual Kmart 
Art of Giving competition where West 
Australian students are invited to draw, paint 
a picture or make a collage that represents 
what helping others means to them, with 
entries closing on 9 September 2011.
 Budding young artists will provide their 
schools an opportunity to win a share in the 
national cash prize pool of $50,000, across 
the following categories: 

•	National champion school - $10,000 
cash prize;

•	WA Prep – Year 4 winning school - 
$2,500 cash prize;

•	WA Years 5 – 7 winning school - $2,500 
cash prize.

As well as securing prize money for their 
school, the national winning student will 
receive a Sony Handycam, while the two 
West Australian winners will receive a Sony 
Cybershot digital camera. 
 Last year, the competition attracted over 
7,800 entries from primary school students 
across Australia. Those students used a range 
of techniques to demonstrate what family 
meant to them. 
 Guy Russo, Kmart Managing Director, was 
overwhelmed by the quality of last year’s 
entries and buoyed by the enthusiasm and 
love which shone through artworks presented 
by students as young as five.
 “It is wonderful to hear how students and 
teachers have worked together to decide how 

their 2010 prize money was spent,” Mr Russo 
said. 
 Specialised art materials, a pottery kiln, 
musical instruments and board games for 
lunch time activities are just some of the 
ways students and teachers have chosen to 
improve their schools following their success 
in last year’s competition. 
 “Many communities have been doing 
it tough this year so we thought it fitting 
to choose helping others as our theme for 
2011,” Mr Russo added. “I’m really looking 
forward to seeing how students use their 
experiences to express the values of caring 
for, and helping others.” 
 Every student who participates in the 2011 
competition will receive a Kmart Art of 
Giving certificate.
 Entries must be prepared by individuals 
currently attending an Australian primary 
school. Artworks can be prepared on paper, 
card or canvas in A4, A3 or A2.
 To register, submit entries or look at 
winning artwork from 2010 go to www.
kmart.com.au/artofgiving. 

The ‘Kids Helping 
Kids Awards’ 

- Showcasing outstanding 
philanthropic schools!

 
IT’S on again and entries are open!  
Thousands of Australian schools will be in 
the running to be recognised and rewarded 
for their inspiring fundraising in the 2011 
Kids Helping Kids Awards!
 The 2011 Awards sees the return of our 
incredible group of celebrity Ambassadors - 
including media commentator and children’s 
author, Andrew Daddo, former captain of the 
World Champion Australian Netball team, 
Anne Sargeant, and author and Adventurer, 
Steve Crombie, all of whom are committed 
to our goal of nurturing and celebrating 
schools-based fundraising and philanthropy, 
and the innate compassion and empathy of 
Aussie schoolkids! 
 Following his visit to Sorell School in 
Tasmania, last year’s ‘Best of the Best’ 
overall Award winner, Andrew Daddo, said, 
“The best part about Kids Helping Kids is 
not winning the awards (which is very cool) 
but knowing you did your bit to make the 
world a better place.  It sounds pretty full 
on, I know.  But meeting the kids at Sorrel 
in Tassie last year I got to see firsthand how 
much better it makes everyone feel to help 
out.  And, they won some great prizes.”
 Winners in each of the six Awards 
categories will meet and spend time with our 
Ambassadors, as well as receiving amazing 
prizes donated from our 2011 Awards 
Partners Cartoon Network and Staedtler!  
 SchoolAid’s Founder, former primary 
school principal Sean Gordon said, “The 
Awards are the culmination of years of hard 
work by the SchoolAid team on how to best 
celebrate with and acknowledge the next 
generation of Australian philanthropists. We 
know that there are countless groups and 
individuals working tirelessly in schools to 
support kids less fortunate than themselves, 
and these Awards are just one way to shine a 
spotlight on their causes.  The Kids Helping 
Kids Awards rewards outstanding schools 
with amazing prizes for their schools, but 
more importantly, provides the recognition 
they deserve from their community and 
right across the nation for their incredible 
philanthropy. When we tell their story it is a 
terrific inspiration for others to emulate their 
efforts in making the world a more hopeful 
place to grow up in.  Good luck to everyone!”
 For details on the 2011 Kids Helping Kids 
Awards, please visit www.schoolaid.org.au.
 SchoolAid is a non-profit organisation 
delivering campaigns and appeals, and 
providing resources to Australian principals 
and teachers to support them in creating 
philanthropic, caring students. SchoolAid 
believes that children have an innate sense 
of compassion and empathy, particularly for 
other children, and we provide children with 
the means to engage with children around the 
world – kids helping kids – and turn their 
fundraising efforts into genuine, engaged 
philanthropy.

AVON VALLEY PEST
CONTROL
(P.H.D. LIC 655)

PO Box 18
Toodyay

Telephone
9574 2639

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL REQUIREMENTS

Chris Openshaw

Avoid the Tragedy 
of a House Fire this 

Winter 
 
PEOPLE are being urged to be safe this 
winter as the cold weather sets in and heaters 
are turned on. 
  On average, five people lose their lives in 
house fires each year. Last winter, career and 
volunteer firefighters attended 22 house fires 
in the Midwest and Goldfields areas which 
caused more than $1.8 million in damage. 
  Fire Investigation and Analysis Unit 
Manager, Craig Waters, said many of these 
fires could have been prevented if people 
had taken action and put safety measures in 
place. 
  “It is a fact that house fires increase during 
winter as more people turn to electrical goods 
such as heaters to stay warm,” Mr Waters 
said. “Being aware of the risks and taking 
precautions could save the life of a loved one 
and stop your home from going up in flames.
 “The most common causes of house fires 
are flammable items being too close to 
heaters, open fires and candles as well as 
electric blankets and careless smoking. 
  “The rules are simple: keep flammable 
material a metre from the heater or fire, don’t 
leave candles unattended and don’t smoke in 
bed or if you are feeling tired.” 
 Mr Waters said people should be aware 
they will use more electrical goods during 
the next few months to stay warm, including 
electric blankets. 
 “Electric blankets need to be turned off 
before going to sleep and not left on during 
the day as the bedding could catch fire,” 
he said. “Working smoke alarms will also 
give you and your family the early warning 
needed to save lives and minimise damage 
during a house fire.” 
  FESA recommends people fit mains 
powered photoelectric smoke alarms in their 
homes and test them every month. 
 For more information on staying fire safe 
this winter visit www.fesa.wa.gov.au.

‘Back of Van Sales’ 
Alert for Mid-West 

Consumers
CONSUMERS in the State’s Mid West are 
being warned after reports that two young 
men are attempting to illegally sell electronic 
equipment from the back of a van.
 Police in Dongara have been investigating 
the reports that residents in the town have 
been approached by the salesmen, selling 
inferior products at hugely inflated prices.
 Acting Commissioner for Consumer 
Protection, Gary Newcombe, has issued a 
warning for all towns in the area to avoid 
dealing with these travelling salespeople who 
are breaking consumer laws.
 “These itinerant traders normally use high 
pressure sales techniques to sell cheap
electronics at inflated prices, but give the 
impression that you are getting a bargain,”
Mr Newcombe said. “The salespeople often 
make misleading claims about the value and 
quality of the goods being sold. They also 
create a sense of urgency, saying that the 
prices are reduced as they have to quit stock 
for a variety of reasons.
 “These are offences under the Australian 
Consumer Law and Consumer Protection is 
keen to get enough evidence to bring these 
matters before the Courts.
 “The ‘back of a van salespeople’ are also 
breaking door to door or unsolicited trading 
laws which allow consumers a cooling 

off period of ten working days for any 
unsolicited sales over the value of $100.
 “It can be difficult to track down the traders 
if there is a problem with the product and 
consumers may not be able to get a repair, 
refund or replacement that they are entitled 
to.
 “Our advice is for consumers to resist 
‘too good to be true’ unsolicited approaches 
from salespeople wanting to make a quick 
cash sale on items that will not be worth the 
money you are paying for them.”
 Consumers  approached  by  these 
salespeople are urged to contact Consumer 
Protection immediately on 1300 30 40 54 
to report their location and licence plate 
number.

SMS Lottery Scam 
Alert for Mobile 

Users
CONSUMER Protect ion is  joining 
Lotterywest in alerting Western Australian 
mobile phone users about an SMS 
‘Powerball’ scam.
 In total there have been more than 100 
reports regarding the bogus text messages 
to both organisations this week.
 Commissioner for Consumer Protection, 
Anne Driscoll, urges anyone who receives 
the SMS to delete it.
 “This message claims it comes from 
Powerball but Lotterywest never notifies 
prize winners via SMS or email,” she said. 
“The text is likely to be in block capitals, 
claiming that your mobile number has been 
awarded five hundred thousand dollars. 
There will also be a contact email address 
for you to respond to in order to claim your 
prize. We strongly recommend that you do 
not contact the sender.
 “We understand from the dozens of reports 
to ourselves and Lotterwest that this SMS 
scam is widespread.
 “Many Western Australians buy tickets 
for the Powerball lottery and the scammers 
will no doubt be banking on some receivers 
of the text message to be ticket-holders who 
become over-excited about the possibility of 
a cash prize win.
 “Experience tells us it is highly likely that 
the sender of the SMS will request some 
sort of fee to cover the release of the prize 
money. They will probably ask for it to be 
sent via wire transfer – a payment method 
which is great for sending money to people 
who you know and trust but should never 
be used when dealing with unknown parties 
because it is virtually impossible to trace the 
transaction afterwards.”
 WA ScamNet advises that consumers 
should NEVER:

•	pay money in advance to claim a prize;
•	use wire transfer as a payment method if 

the receiver is a stranger;
•	reveal personal or secure information, 

like banking details, to unknown parties;
•	respond to uninvited text messages or 

emails proclaiming a lottery win.
 To read more about scams log onto www.
commerce.wa.gov.au/wascamnet or to report 
a scam call Consumer Protection on 1300 
304 054.


