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Alan Rose

AS I write this article, it is two weeks since 
Friday 17 June when we set off on the Postie 
Bike Run and one week since 25 June when, 
after a 2500km trip, we arrived in Broome.
 We spent a considerable amount of time 
working on the bikes before we left and, in 
our opinion, they were as good as they could 
be. Out of 26 bikes, we had no breakdowns 
and the only stoppages were when two 
ran out of fuel after missing a fuel top-up. 
Refuelling, after a slow start, became like a 
Formula 1 pit stop: slick and efficient.
 We had carried out a full risk assessment 
before we left and worked with main roads 
and WA Police to minimise the effect on 
the road. As it turned out, traffic was light 
and, with police escorts in the main towns, 

Bendigo Bank Postie Bike Run
Raises $100,000
everything went well (26 bikes going 
through towns with a police escort is quite 
a sight.)
 The whole party of 43 bonded very early 
and, whilst the group was from a wide 
geographical area, everyone got on from the 
beginning and lifelong friendships formed.
 The bikes travelled in three groups with 
a five minute gap between each group and 
pairs within the individual group.
 We had a tail wind in the early stages 
so were able to travel at about 70kph but, 
further north, when the wind changed, we 
slowed to an average speed of around 65kph.
 Timings for our stops worked out perfectly. 
Our longest day was 390km and there was 
some debate before we left as to how well 
this would go. In the end, it was a breeze.
 Our reception in towns along the way 

was massive and we had a large following 
of media including TV. We saw little of the 
media on the run as we were in a vacuum 
but, when we arrived anywhere, people 
would tell us that they saw us on TV or heard 
about the event on the radio.
 We had a few sore backsides but mainly 
stiff legs and backs. Some riders became 
tired on the longer stages so we moved them 
around to accommodate this.
 On the fund raising side, we should be 
close to $100,000 but there is still much to 
collect and a few bikes to sell. The money 
will be divided on a 60:40 basis between the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and Toodyay 
Lions.
 In summary, this would probably have to 
be the best trip I have been involved in with 
a great group of people. Toodyay, as a town, 
has been talked about all over Australia. I 
met people from the eastern states who had 
heard of the event. 
 You will recognise the Toodyay people 
involved in the trip around town as they all 
have big smiles splashed across their faces. 
I think every member of the group would 
have turned around and ridden back if they 
could!

The bikes on arrival at Cable Beach, Broome.   Photo: Becky Felstead

Alan Rose (Toodyay Lions) and Richard Dymond (Toodyay Community Bank) lead the 
riders in a cheer on arrival in Broome.   Photo: Becky Felstead

Alan Rose accepts a cheque for $20,000 
from Toodyay Community Bank Branch 
Manager, Don Bates, prior to departure 

from Toodyay.   Photo: Wayne Weaver
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Peter Robinson

I HOPE you availed yourself of the 
opportunity of reading last month’s ‘Fly’ on 
the Herald website. I will, however, go back 
over a couple of points from last month’s 
meeting.
Footbridge
One of the important issues from last 
month’s meeting was a commitment to fix 
the footbridge over the Avon River to the 
school and River Hills Estate, at a cost of 
around $800,000. The repaired bridge will 
have new superstructure built of aluminium. 
It will be a little wider than at present to allow 
for a cycle path as well as pedestrian traffic.
Solar Panels
Council has given approval for an application 
to have power generating solar panels on a 
roof of a municipal inventory (MI) listed 
building in the Toodyay central heritage area.
Dam Approval
A few months ago the administration 
recommended that a property owner be 
prosecuted for allowing a dam (earth tank) 
to be built on a different part of their property 
from the original designated site. The move 
was made for the practical reason of finding 
suitable clay and increased runoff. This was 
amended by Council to give them 60 days 
to fill in the hole. At the time I suggested 
that this was a good issue for the State 
Administrative Tribunal (SAT). This was 
done, with SAT seeing the decision to be 
overly harsh and ordering that the matter be 
reviewed by Council. This was done with 
retrospective approval being granted on a 
7-2 vote.
 Our Planning and Development department, 
quite rightly, adopts the stance of the 
Department of Water, which says that there 
is no difference between a dam and an earth 
tank. I have always maintained and argued 
that there is an important difference. 
 This was highlighted by another application 
for retrospective approval this month for a 
dam in the Bejoording area. This one is a 
dam because it is a wall across a permanent 
water course. The previous dam I wrote about 
is, in fact, an earth tank as it is positioned 
on a slope and can only catch water from 
that slope. The environmental impact of a 
dam is many times greater than that of an 
earth tank. The unauthorised creation of a 
dam across a permanent creek is a much 
more serious matter than the change of site 
of an approved earth tank and yet there was 
no recommendation for prosecution in this 
Bejoording case. Not that prosecution would 
do any good; it doesn’t fix a problem and only 
reduces the capacity to invest in the required 
remedial actions, as was seen with Outdoor 
Landscaping and Hire. 
 Back to the Bejoording case and the June 
meeting. Not only is there a dam but a 
crossing has been installed to gain access 
to the rest of the property which, of course 
is okay. However, the culvert pipe is too 
small and too high thus creating another 
small dam. The complication is that the 
current owner did not build the dam. Our 
Officer’s recommendation was to refuse 
retrospective approval and have the dam 
and the culvert removed and a new culvert 
crossing established to the Department of 
Water specifications and approval. With 
Councillor Wroth not at this meeting, we 
had a situation of a four to four vote, with 
Shire President, Councillor Hogg, giving his 
casting vote in favour of the recommendation.
Signage
Two cases this month where signs have 
been approved that differ from signage 
policy. In both cases, the Vet Centre and the 
new coffee shop, there were good practical 
common sense reasons for the officer’s 
recommendations.
Reserve Name
It has been approved that public comment be 
invited to gauge the community’s support for 
naming a reserve in Julimar the Dawn Atwell 
Reserve. It has also been passed that this 
reserve be changed from a camping reserve 
to a conservation of flora and fauna reserve. 
This change enables a contract between the 
Shire and the World Wildlife Fund Australia 
to proceed. WWF Australia will provide 
funding for specific items in this reserve. 
Toodyay Naturalists have the details.
Subdivision
An amendment to LPS 4 has been approved 

Fly on the Wall
for advertising public submissions for the 
proposed subdivision in the area between 
Francis Street, North Street, Walters Road, 
Horseshoe Rd and Rugged Hills estate.
Rural Planning Policy
The West Australian Planning Commission 
(WAPC) has recently undertaken a review of 
rural planning policy. It recommends some 
changes which Toodyay does not agree with, 
so the Council has endorsed a submission 
compiled by the Shire to be sent to the WAPC 
and the Avon Midland Zone of WALGA.
Dry Season Assistance Grant
The remaining $11,000 from this scheme 
will go towards:

a) $2000 Youth Advisory Council – 
Events and Projects;

b) $2000 International Food Festival – 
Entertainment;

c) $3000 Kindergarden/Playgroup – 
Activities and Events;

d) $2000 Postie Bike Run;
e) $2000 175th Anniversary Quiz Night 

– Memorial Hall 6 August. Enquiries 
desraec@westnet.com.au.

Avon Descent
The Shire is to support the Avon Descent 
with a contribution of $10,000 per year for 
2011, 2012 and 2013. The CEO has been 
instructed to negotiate to maximise the 
benefits to Toodyay.
WA Local Government Convention
This year’s Convention is to be held from 4 
to 6 August which coincides with the Avon 
Descent weekend. Cr Hogg, Cr Jackson, Cr 
Wroth and partner, Cr Larkin and partner 
are attending. All expenses incurred as a 
result of their attendance will be reimbursed 
by Council. Crs Jackson and Larkin are the 
voting delegates, with Cr Wroth the proxy. 
This item produced some debate. 
 The first issue was whether the ratepayers 
should pay for a partner’s attendance. It was 
pointed out that member’s partners also 
contribute to the community, support the 
member and suffer with the member being 
away on Council business (a lot more than 
just the monthly meeting.) Tight budgetary 
control should be about careful planning not 
mean-spiritedness. 
 The other debate was over a concern as to 
whether the community would benefit from 
a member, in his/her final year of an elected 
term, attending the convention. This idea has 
some merit but should be raised as part of 
a policy review not just before the close of 
nominations. Any member not intending to 
renominate for Council should of course not 
attend the convention at ratepayer’s expense.
Stallholder Fees
Thanks to some pressure from Samantha 
Connor (Toodyay Scouts), stall holder 
fees for charitable organisations have been 
waived. This does not only apply for the 
alcove area outside IGA, but anywhere in 
town. This is another good, commonsense, 
unanimous decision from Councillors. To 
quote the officer who wrote the report, Cherie 
Delmange, ‘The loss of revenue, should the 
Council agree to waive the fees, is negligible, 
and the potential gain in community goodwill 
would, in my view, greatly outweigh the 
revenue loss.’ I couldn’t agree more.
WA Fire And Emergency Services 
Conference
The Chief Bushfire Control Officer, Ranger 
Knapp and a selected volunteer have been 
approved to attend the FESA conference. 
An amendment from Councillor Firns added 
partners to the list, allowing their expenses to 
be paid as well as the delegates of the Shire. 
That amendment maintained consistency 
with the WALGA convention.
Statutory Review of  Wards  and 
Representation
There is a requirement that this review 
be carried out at least every eight years. 
A discussion paper is to be prepared for 
Councillors to discuss and approve before 
going to public comment. When this is 
done, there will be a 42-day community 
consultation period before Council makes its 
recommendation to the Local Government 
Advisory Board. This is not about what you 
think of the current Councillors but about the 
best system of representation. The discussion 
paper will be worthy of considerable thought 
and many submissions, including stating if 
you wish to keep the status quo. 
 This was a good and productive meeting 
that was over by 9.40pm.
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Milton A Baxter

THE Toodyay Theatre Group, now in its 
third decade, presented a four night season 
of an interpretation of the Cinderella story at 
the Toodyay Memorial Hall in May.
 The performance the writer witnessed was 
the final one at which over 100 spectators, 
both adults and children, were present. These 
all kept photographer/store keeper, Tom 
Carter, busy but it was not long before things 
really began to happen.
 The musical and dance routines were 
particularly bright and breezy, especially the 
ballroom scene. The sets, the costumes, and 
the lighting were particularly professional 
and all the performers filled their roles 
commendably. 
 It was good to see a youngster, Layne 
Gulbransen, hold down two roles. Jeanette 
Young made a very imposing Queen Bea, 
while Brian Raynor did a sterling job as 
Giles, the Queen’s, sharp-as-a-tack aide de 
camp (he should give away driving school 
buses). Their Danny Kaye routine of the 
Vessel with the Pestle was extremely well 
enunciated. 
 The girls playing the terrible trio of Berrill, 
Sherril and Merril, Gemma Lucas, Hannah 
Wellburn and Kristee Jolly respectively 

Cinderfella Comes to Toodyay

Photo by The Toodyay Photographer

were made for the parts. Holly Zoom 
really turned on the haughtiness as 
Princess Precious. Tanya Stuart as the 
stepmother was the type of woman you 
would not want to upset, while Sammie 
Douglas as Buttons and Andrew Lee as 
Cinderfella made a good team. Lucia 
Ross, performed her ‘Mirror’ part with 
great feigned humility and Prince Emo 
was cleverly carried off by Matthew 
Salmond. However, the performance 
of the night was Vikki Haggerty’s 
interpretation of a Tina Turner routine 
which brought the house down.
 After the final curtain, David 
Mitchell, first time director, said a few 
generous words about his cast and crew, 
all of whom had worked particularly 
hard and it was quite obvious from his 
face that the audience response should 
guarantee future shows.

Bushfire Appeal 
Funds Update

ON 29 April, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank 
announced that the remainder of the funds 
from the 2009 Bushfire Appeal have been 
granted to the Salvation Army to distribute 
to residents of Toodyay.
 The bank’s philanthropic arm, Community 
Enterprise Foundation has been working in 
partnership with the Toodyay Community 
Bank branch and the Salvation Army to assist 
people in the region affected by the bushfire. 
 Almost $200,000 will be distributed 
to 40 residences, $56,000 of which was 
contributed by the foundation. 
 Richard Dymond, Director of Toodyay and 
Districts Community Financial Services, 
said each individual grant would range from 
around $1,800 to $5,400, depending on the 
impact.
 “Our Community Bank branch was 
committed to ensuring the money raised 
went towards regenerating the community 
and assisting locals into the future,” Mr 
Dymond said.
 This latest contribution will bring the total 
funds distributed to the Toodyay community 
from the foundation to more than $800,000.
 Previous grants in partnership with the 
Salvation Army have provided essential 
household necessities, whitegoods and 
emergency relief, meaning that those who 
lost everything in the fires were able to start 
rebuilding their lives.
 “These additional funds will provide 
cash assistance to those who need it most, 
but will also support the future needs of 
the community,” Mr Dymond said. “The 
Salvation Army and Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank are committed to providing long term 
support to the community.”

Local Link to 
Prestigious Award

MATT Moran, son of Francis and Barbara 
Moran of Oliomio Olive and Lavender 

Farm in Julimar, has recently won a very 
prestigious award for journalism. 
 Prior to establishing the farm in 2000, 
the Moran family were annual visitors to 
Toodyay and, as youngsters, Matt and his 
brother, Luke, spent many enjoyable times 
following the Avon Descent, exploring and 
camping out on their parent’s property.
 For several years Matt, as an experienced 
journalist with Channel 10, has been 
responsible for putting together their 
coverage of the annual Avon Descent. This 
has also involved the organisation of a half-
hour television documentary on this event, 
which was screened some weeks later.
 Along with his journalism, Matt has also 
been involved with the army and, in February 
2010, found himself in Afghanistan. There he 
played a vital role with the media from all 
over the world, in reporting the daily events.
 On 16 June, Matt was awarded the 
prestigious, 10th annual Paul Lyneham Award 
for Excellence in Journalism for the Federal 
Parliamentary Press Gallery following his 
exclusive coverage of the recent Australian 
Defence Forces (ADF) sex scandal.
 Announced during the Press Gallery Mid-
Winter Ball, the judges praised Moran’s 
coverage of the Skype incident where an 
18 year old female cadet was unknowingly 
filmed while having a sexual encounter with 
a fellow cadet and the aftermath of the event.
 They agreed that “his exclusive interviews 
with the young woman at the centre of the 
controversy were illuminating and respectful 
and conducted with great sensitivity.
 “Without his interviews with the young 
woman and the bravery shown by her in 
going public with what had happened to her, 
this story may well have been buried by the 
ADF. Instead, a series of inquiries are now 
underway into this incident and into the 
whole vexed issue of the treatment of women 
in the ADF.”
 TEN’s Head of News, Jim Carroll, 
congratulated Matt on his award saying his 
journalistic efforts on the ADF scandal were 
outstanding.
“Matt showed that this kind of story can be 
told with compassion and empathy while still 
delivering the stark detail that can trigger 
governments and organisations into action,” 
Mr Carroll said. “Matt had only been in 
Canberra a short time but has already made 
his mark. He represents the best qualities 
of news journalism at TEN and we are 
incredibly proud of him.”
 Matt joined TEN’s Canberra bureau in 
February this year, moving from the TEN 
newsroom in Perth. On winning the award, 
he said, “It’s a great honour to be recognised 
with this fantastic award and it was a real 
team effort from TEN. By Kate’s bravery and 
willingness to tell her story it’s helped a lot 
of other people to find the courage to speak 
out about their own concerns.”
 “Matt has made a terrific impact in a very 
short time in Canberra,” said TEN’s political 
editor and Canberra bureau Chief, Hugh 
Riminton. “His work on the ADF scandal 
showed great maturity and judgement.
 “This is a prestigious award, much sought 
after by some of the most senior journalists in 
the land,” said Riminton. “We will be hearing 
a lot more of Matt Moran.” 
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PUBLIC COMMENT
REVIEW OF WARDS AND 

REPRESENTATION

The Shire of Toodyay is conducting a review of 
its wards and representation and invites public 
participation in the review.

Ward boundaries and the number of offi ces 
of Councillor for each ward will be reviewed 
against the following factors:

• Community of Interest;
• Physical and topographic features;
• Demographic trends;
• Economic factors; and
• Ratio of Councillors to electors in the 

various wards.

A discussion paper regarding the “Review 
of Wards and Representation” is available 
from the Shire Offi ce and downloadable 
from the “News and Public Notices” section 
on our website at www.toodyay.wa.gov.au.  
The discussion paper will outline the current 
situation and provide several alternative ward 
structures. 

Public submissions are invited and must be 
submitted to the Shire of Toodyay at:

Shire of Toodyay
15 Fiennes Street (PO Box 96)

TOODYAY WA 6566

Fax: (08) 9574 2158

Email: records@toodyay.wa.gov.au

By:     4.00 pm on Friday 26 August 2011

For further information and a copy of the 
discussion paper please contact Maria Rebane 
at the Shire of Toodyay on (08) 9574 9307.

TREVOR HARKEN
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

IN 1999 I SUFFERED a brain haemorrhage 
in the middle of the night and Frank took me 
to Northam Hospital. 
 I knew that I was in terrible trouble and 
I also knew that there would be no doctor 
at Northam Hospital to help me. The nurse 
rang Richard Walkey and 15 minutes later 
he arrived. He didn’t have to come; indeed 
many doctors wouldn’t have come. I have 
never been so grateful to anyone in my whole 
life and I still feel that gratitude today. 
 When my children were small, if they 
were sick, Richard would give me his home 
number and tell me to call him at any time 
during the night if they got worse. I don’t 
know of another doctor who would do this. 
Richard Walkey is a truly good, kind, caring 
and compassionate man. He is also a highly 
competent and skilled doctor to whom 
medicine is not merely a job but a vocation. 
He is a rare and precious commodity.
 How then could we as a community have so 
hurt Richard that he thought he was no longer 
valued in Toodyay? Our goal should have 
been a simple one. Let Richard know how 
much he was valued, keep him in Toodyay 
and help him to find a second doctor. The 
rest should have been simple. I feel so 
sorry for the elderly, the sick and the very 
young because I know from experience the 
hardships of living in a country town with 
no doctor.
 To Richard and Sean, please know that you 
will always hold a special place in the hearts 
of the members of my family. Thank you 
for everything you have done for us and for 
the Toodyay Community, from the museum 
lighting in Connor’s Mill to the computers 
in the Library. Thank you for the Christmas 
decorations and lights at the Medical Centre 
which have brought so much joy to so many 
children. Thank you for twenty years of 
dedicated service to our community. You 
will be sorely missed and never forgotten. 
 We wish you all the best for your new life 
in Wongan Hills.

Anne Panizza

What a Night of Nights
I WAS PRIVILEGED to attend a concert 
arranged by the Toodyay Community 
Singers with an invitation to the members of 
the Toodyay Men’s Shed and their partners 
to join them at the CWA Memorial Hall on 
Saturday night 18 June for an evening of 
song, frivolity and friendship. 
 What a night of nights this was! How 
can one explain the greatest happiness and 
friendship extended to both parties? The 
music by the ‘Maestro’, our one and only 
Trish Young, was excellent and showed 
others her love of the finest music. She 
directed her choir to bring forth great voices 
and solos one could not imagine in a short 
space of time. But our Trish did this.
 The audience was full, some 50 plus, and 
it embraced the night with humour from our 
local Archdeacon of the Anglican Church, 
Rev Peter Bourne (also a member of the 
choir), who gave chapter and verse of the 
night’s proceedings (tongue in cheek), and 
with top hat and unkempt shoes (so we were 
told), proceeded to enlighten the audience as 
to the proceedings for the rest of the night.
 The music invited each and every one 
to partake with gusto; there was a huge 
performance from the crowd and everyone 
felt they had achieved something special.
 Our Toodyay has so much to offer. We 
love this country town with a passion and 
the people in it. To be part of a community 
that shares the great togetherness is a joy.
 Yes, we need money to exist and yes, 
we really need premises to house our 
organisations but we are the fortunate 
ones. They have established something, an 
organisation that people of our community 
enjoy and know they are a part of. So we 
will keep on keeping on and eventually our 
efforts will achieve success and our not-for-
profit organisations will blossom and each 
and every one of us in our special community 
will profit from our efforts.
 To the Toodyay Community Singers, you 
are a special band of people; let your voices 
ring forth and bring joy to everyone. 
 Thank you Trish, the angel you are.

Di Roberts

AFTER HAVING TO forego our daily walk 
of recent months because of the blisteringly 
hot summer and because we’ve been too 
busy (bad excuse, that!) we now find that 
Toodyay is losing its whimsical character. 
Oh, woe is us!
 We often noted and chuckled over the 
two pairs of sneakers that mischievous 
schoolboys had thrown up over the power 
lines – one in Telegraph Road, and the other 
in Toodyay Street. Their mothers must have 
been exasperated, and asked them repeatedly, 
“How could you forget where you left them? 
Look again! They cost the earth, and I can’t 

IN FEBRUARY I subscribed to a popular 
food magazine, and was informed that the 
first magazine that I would receive would 
be the April 2011 edition.
 By the end of last month I had not received 
the April or May editions so I contacted the 
distributor. After a brief investigation, it 
was discovered that the company had made 
a minor error in the PO box number and, in 
fact, the magazines had been delivered to PO 
box adjacent to mine. 
 I sincerely hope that the owner of the 
adjacent PO box enjoyed reading my 
magazines; I can’t imagine how they didn’t 
spot my quite conspicuous name on the 
envelope but we’ll give them the benefit of 
the doubt. However, this is just to let them 
know that if they wish to continue receiving 
the magazine in the future, I am afraid that 
they will have to pay for it themselves.
 A special thanks to the Toodyay Post Office 
for your efficient service as usual.

Heather McDonald-Appleby

MOST OF YOU will now be aware that we 
are to lose our doctor.
 Our Shire has done little or nothing to 
help retain what has been an excellent 
health service which is particularly needed 
considering our ageing population.
 I have received a letter from our Shire 
President, for which I thank him, but it does 
not say what our paid representatives have 
done towards keeping the practice open.
 Wongan Hills has seen fit to offer Dr Walkey 
a complete package that has prompted his 
acceptance of the position there.
 We may have to anticipate fewer businesses 
in the town. Having to find another practice 
or hospital will mean that people making a 
journey could also do their shopping in other 
areas.
 This should be reflected upon when 
election time comes around.

Jim Bavin

Thanks for saving Jim’s life
ON 1 JUNE AT about 4.20pm, I had finished 
cutting wood and was preparing to come 
home. The utility was in low range and, as 
I went to take off, the back wheels dug into 
the damp loam.
 I got out to twist the front hubs into 4WD 
and the vehicle moved back slightly. I went 
to jump into the cab and got my left leg in 
but my right leg slid out from under me. The 
next second, the right-hand front wheel had 
pinned me to the ground. I experienced a few 
seconds of utter terror.
 I was under the vehicle for about three-
quarters of an hour and was afraid of it 
becoming rapidly darker by the minute. 
Luckily, I was found by Wendy who saw 
hands and arms waving from the ground.
 In no time, the rescuers had arrived and I 
was placed in the ambulance and taken to 
Northam.
 I wish to convey my heartfelt thanks to all 
of you for saving me.

Jim Page

I WAS ABSOLUTELY stunned the other 
morning when, in foggy conditions, there 
were cars speeding with NO HEADLIGHTS 
on (saving on electricity?!) So, with winter 
here, I’d like to share a few road safety tips. 
 When it’s raining and dark and another 
vehicle approaches, don’t look at the lights; 
focus on the left-hand edge of the road where 
most roads have a white continuous line.
 In heavy rain, DO NOT travel with your 
cruise control operating; it will aquaplane 
you into disaster. 
 When your wipers are going flat-out, put 
on Polaroid sunglasses. Surprisingly, a lot of 
the rain won’t register and you’ll have much 
clearer vision. 
 Give yourself plenty of room for emergency 
stopping in wet conditions. Roads build up 
a layer of oil over a long dry period which 
‘floats’. This increases your stopping 
distance and can cause your vehicle to 
behave like a supermarket trolley. 
 Seeing the speed limit as a challenge in 
reduced visibility is a recipe for disaster.
 Stop at a servo and clean the windscreen. 
This will remove the film from the dirty 
water that the wipers cannot deal with. 
 Road safety is a two headed cobra and the 
WA Road Safety Commission needs to have 
all white lines renewed as winter is upon us. 
If you are using a road that has faded, hard 
to see white lines or cat’s eyes that don’t 
reflect, report them to your local authority, 
Main Roads or Police. We have ‘P’ platers 
on the roads and we all need to decrease the 
risk.
 Please, slow down; add that extra time to 
your trip. Remember, it’s better to arrive a 
little late than dead on time. 
 And, in reduced visibility, always drive with 
headlights on low beam during the day.
 Safe driving all.

Karl Walsh

Red Shield Appeal
ONCE AGAIN THE good people of Toodyay 
have shown their spirit of generosity and 
compassion for those less fortunate.  
 On behalf of the Salvation Army Northam 
Corp, we wish to thank all those wonderful 
people who donated to our recent collection 
on Saturday 28 May, outside IGA and the 
newsagents. A total of $813 was collected 
on the day.
 Once again, thank you all.
 In Christ’s love,

Maureen Kibblewhite and Pat Yandell

IT HAS NOW been three months since that 
terrible storm went through Coondle and 
other areas in Toodyay.  
 Unfortunately our house flooded badly 
and we have just finished with the builders, 
gyprock workers and carpet layers.  We are 
nearly back to normal. 
 We would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank Mick and BJ from Contek 
for being at our place the morning after the 
storm and cleaning the mass of thick mud 
that covered three verandahs, our friend and 
neighbour Pat McDermott for cleaning our 
front yard of debris with his bobcat, Fred and 
Rod from the Veterans Motorcycle Club who 
also were there first thing next morning to 
help clean the mud out of our shed, Brendan, 
also from the bike club for bringing us fuel 
from Northam so we could run a generator, 
our friends Kylie and Tony Malloch who 
very kindly loaned us an enclosed box 
trailer for tip runs, their father-in-law, Paul, 
for cutting fallen trees for us and our friend 
Peter Hughes (Tich) for helping us clear mud 

THE MEDICAL ACTION Group members 
must be congratulated for their efforts to 
secure another doctor for Toodyay. Ably 
led by John Pearce, this committee put in a 
great deal of time and effort for the long term 
benefit of all residents. 
 We all know that the town would go 
backwards and the community be worse off 
without a doctor/doctors. The fact that the 
package that they were able to put together 
in a very short time, which is now not going 
to be used, is no fault of theirs. 
 Many of us regret the imminent departure 
of Dr Walkey. However, that is a done 
deal and we must immediately look to 
securing medical services for our town. 
Recriminations and going to the blame game 
is a waste of time and effort. We have more 
than enough division in our town already. 
 The Medical Action Group has shown that 
the community can work together for a good 
cause. Once again, congratulations and well 
done to those involved.

Peter and Kathy Robinson

ON THE AFTERNOON of Wednesday 25 
May, we were involved in an accident. By 
the Grace of God we all walked away. 
 We would like to express our heartfelt 
thanks to George and Maureen Murray, Peter 
Millar, Martin and June Lightfoot, Laurie 
Biggs, Chris McLennan, Keith Chrimes, 
Mark, Karen and Daneika Andrijich, 
Toodyay Police and Fire Brigade, Mike and 
Fletch of St John Ambulance and all the 
wonderful people who were there for us with 
help, assistance and offers.
 A big thank you to you all.
 To my beautiful sister Norah and niece 
Allison for always being there for us. Thank 
you so much.

Syd Sinclair and Ann Rowles

keep on buying you sneakers.” We expect 
that the SEC blokes doing maintenance after 
the storm in March may have removed them. 
A pity.
 And how terrible that people are cleaning 
up their yards, and removing intriguing 
‘stuff’ and old sheds which provoked endless 
surmise on what wonderful treasures might 
be lurking there. Current renovating and 
building trends could result in a boring 
sameness evident in some Perth suburbs. 
 Let’s keep a bit of character and some 
quirky interest in the buildings. I’m not 
advocating going to the extreme that a 
house-holder in Ireland did recently during 
President Obama’s visit there, when he 
painted the American flag on the front of his 
house in colours that hit one right in the eye. 
Come to think of it, I have seen a house in 
Wales where the entire frontage was covered 
in a representation of the Union Jack. But 
the colourful cottages one sees overseas 
always draw comment, usually favourable. A 
street with a kaleidoscope of colours would 
certainly brighten the place up.
 Come on Toodyay – be different. Create 
some interest somewhere. We mourn the loss 
of those two pairs of sneakers.

Enid and Jim Rose

and water from inside the house.  We would 
like to say a special thanks to Chris Denton 
Construction and his crew for the fantastic 
work they did replacing walls, skirtings, 
painting etc and not forgetting Guy of 
Hutchinson Ceilings.  Nothing was too much 
trouble for them.  Last but not least, thank 
you Elders Insurance.  You were fantastic.  
 Job well done guys and thanks again to 
everyone.

Pas and Noellie Pescud
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Morgan Sudlow & Associates. Recognised professionals 
in selling property across Western Australia. 

Member of REIWA

Offi ce 9386 0000 www.morgansudlow.com.au

Serious About Selling!

• Lifestyle Properties
• Broadacre Farms
• Residential Homes
• Vacant Land

Free Appraisals

Find our listings on:

• www.morgansudlow.com.au
• www.realestate.com.au
• www.reiwa.com.au
• www.aussiehomes.com.au

TIM WALKER
0409 440 038

tim@morgansudlow.com.au

letters

THOMPSON’S  FUNERAL
SERVICES

• We are available to conduct funerals 
throughout the Wheatbelt, country areas and 
are also available for Perth Metropolitan areas 
including Fremantle and Pinnaroo;

• We personalise funeral services to fi t your 
family’s needs and wishes;

• We offer pre-paid and pre-arranged funerals 
giving you peace of mind;

• We offer a range of monumental services;

• We are 100% Australian owned and are a family 
owned and operated business established in 
Northam in 1993.

For the understanding you deserve call:
Tel:  96 225517

378 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
Email: thompsonsfunerals@westnet.com.au

“Our family caring for yours since 1993”

THOMPSON’S Funeral Services in 
Northam is an Australian owned, family 
operated business established in 1993 by 
Leigh and Linda Thompson.
 They decided to start the business to 
enable people of Northam, Toodyay, York 
and surrounding areas an alternative choice 
when choosing a funeral director. This 
proved to be timely as, later in the 90s, many 
formerly Australian owned funeral directors 
were bought out by American businesses.
 Leigh has had extensive experience in 
the funeral and monumental industry, 
commencing his career in 1985 in Perth 
with Purslowe Funeral Homes. He was 
promoted to Manager of their Northam 
branch in 1988 for a period of approx 4½ 
years. Leigh had an extended break from 
the funeral industry after losing several 
family members and close friends. In 
recent years, he has become an accredited 
marriage celebrant and also a civil and 
funeral celebrant.

Australian Owned and Family Operated
 Thompson’s Funeral Services aims to 
meet the personal needs and wishes of each 
family and strives to build a reputation of 
understanding and professionalism. They 
pledge the highest ethics and standards.
 They are available to conduct funerals 
throughout the Wheatbelt and country areas 
and also conduct cremations and burials in 
the Perth Metropolitan area.
 They offer a fixed price pre-paid funeral 
plan and also pre-arrangements.
 Thompson’s also offer a range of 
monumental services.
 Paul Dehne, who is Leigh’s brother 

in-law is a business partner and general 
manager of their Northam branch. For the 
understanding you deserve call 9622 5517 
or call in at 378 Fitzgerald Street, Northam.

Staff members, Paul Dehne and Pam 
Gunn

TO SHIRLEY, ERIC and Craig, I would just 
like to thank you for your understanding with 
our situation when we were trying to set up 
our new store. 
 Thank you also for the use of your 
power through our predicament. It was 
just wonderful and big a help to the final 
completion of our new store; we would not 
have been finished as soon without the use 
of your power. 
 And I hope that the builder has done the 
right thing and paid you in full for the use 
of your power during the time of the build.
 Many thanks again and kind regards,

Julie Robertson
Down Under Cellars

OVER THE LAST nine months, many 
people have supported us in our effort to 
raise money for the Bendigo Bank Postie 
Bike Ride (Toodyay to Broome), for the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and Toodyay 
Lions. 
 Family, friends and the local community 
have contributed to this worthy appeal and 
we thank them all most sincerely. We even 
had a cheque from England! Thank you Jack 
and Chota. 
 The Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade has been just wonderful with 
support and encouragement when things got 
a bit hectic. The amount of support received, 
sometimes from the most unexpected 

KUDOS TO THE Shire of Toodyay for 
responding so positively to the request for 
information from our local Scout Group 
regarding stallholders’ fees.  
 We wanted to know if our not-for-
profit organisations (like Scouts and other 
charitable organisations) needed to pay for 
permits for stalls held on private land, like 
the new area outside IGA.
 In answering our request, Council went 
a little further, unanimously accepting 
the officer’s recommendation to waive all 
stallholders’ fees applicable to charitable 
organisations, regardless of where the stall 
is being held.
 Thank you, Councillors and staff, for 
agreeing to support our community groups 
and our young people in Toodyay.

Sam Connor

source, has humbled us and completely 
blown us away. 
 We have been very fortunate in raising 
money; however, we can’t give details until 
all monies have been received. 
 Undoubtedly, there will be news of the 
Bike Ride in the Herald. We look forward 
to much fun, maybe sore behinds, but also 
to making some great friends along the way.

Max and Millie Heath 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE Toodyay 
Theatre Group and the production of 
‘CinderFella’.
 We were in the audience on Friday 27 May 
and enjoyed every minute of the show.
 So, to EVERYONE involved, well done 
and we look forward to the next play.

Pam Jackson

Did You Know?

On 11 July 1903, drapers and 
grocers in Newcastle could close 
at 9pm on Saturday, instead of 
10pm. (From The long Toodyay 
Chronology, Part 2, 1901-1950, 
Toodyay Historical Society Inc.)

Henshaw Hits 
Hypnotherapy 

Hierarchy

AT a major conference in Brisbane in June 
Toodyay resident, Allan Henshaw, was 
selected for the National Executive Board 
of the Hypnotherapy Council of Australia. 
 Allan, a previous President of the Shire of 
Toodyay and President of the Professional 
Hypnotherapists of Western Australia, was 
selected to fill the role of Treasurer, one of 
the four executive positions on the National 
Board.
 “I was honoured to be selected for the 
position,” said Allan. “While it will mean 
more commuting between WA and the 
Eastern States, it will also mean that Western 
Australia will be significantly represented on 
the National Board.”
 Allan has been practising hypnotherapy 
since graduating in 2005. He holds an 
Advanced Certificate and Diploma in 
Hypnotherapy and an Advanced Certificate 
in Mind Dynamics.
 The Hypnotherapy Council of Australia 
oversees the professional and ethical 
standards of hypnotherapists throughout 
Australia and will seek to raise the profile 
of this alternative health modality which can 
significantly assist with mainstream medical 
practices and matters such as obesity issues 
and nicotine and alcohol misuse.
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Firebreaks
and

Slashing
For the least cost and best results, you need to 

spray your fi rebreaks early.
Grading or ploughing fi rebreaks.

Spraying and slashing blocks.

Please phone Bob on 
0429 010 210

All writing to be in short story format and the 
original work of the entrant.

A COMPLETED COVER SHEET MUST 
ACCOMPANY EACH ENTRY. 

* Guidelines for writers and cover sheets are
 available from the Toodyay Herald, Toodyay
 District High School and the Toodyay Library
* There is a limit of one entry per person.
* The winners will be announced and 
 published in the December issue of the 
 Toodyay Herald

Entry is open only to 
residents of the Shire of 
Toodyay. 
There are fi ve categories:
1. Lower Primary -
 Years 1, 2 & 3
2. Middle Primary -  
 Years  4 & 5
3. Upper Primary  -  
 Years    6 & 7
4. Lower Secondary – 
 Years  8,9 & 10
5. Adults.

The closing date for entries is Friday 14th October 2011

COFFEES, teas, muffins and cakes started 
the morning off in a very positive way as 
the street was filled with eager riders taking 
off for the Postie Bike Run, fund raising 
ride to Broome.
 Bendigo Piggy was greeted with a loud 
cheer as he lead the riders into the parking 
area outside the bank, to start the formalities 
and cheque presentations, before the riders 
headed off into the sunset on their fantastic 
adventure.
 The Community Bank was thrilled to 
present $20,000 to this wonderful cause of 
raising funds for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service. Congratulations to the organisers, 
riders, crew and all the participants for your 
hard work and dedication.
 Sunday 26th saw the Community Bank 

Doing What We Do Best!
banners flying at the local Toodyay football 
oval as we were the proud sponsors of the 
day.
 It is great to see our name on the Reserve 
team jumpers and to be a part of this great 
club.
 The Toodyay Men’s Shed group made 
us very welcome out at their temporary 
home when we stopped in for a coffee and 
a surprise presentation of a sign from the 
Community Bank showing our support to 
this great concept.
 The months are flying by and as you can 
see, our commitment to our Community is 
as strong as ever.
 For more updated photos and stories, 
‘google’ our Toodyay Community Bank 
Facebook page. 

Peter Robinson

HAVE a go night---what a night! The 
Toodyay Community Singers entertained 
the Toodyay Men’s Shed members and their 
partners at an evening concert on Saturday 
18 June at the CWA Hall. 
 This was no ordinary choir recital. The 
members of the choir went a long way out 
of their comfort zone by singing solos and 
duets (you wouldn’t catch me doing that in a 
pink fit!) Trish Young, their musical director, 
originally asked the members about doing 
solo numbers some time ago. Predictably, 
they all said, “No way, we’re not good 
enough or brave enough.” They gradually 
warmed to the idea and Trish had justified 
faith in their ability to perform very well in 
public. 
 The evening was a huge success. Everyone 

ON 1 July, a ceremony was held on the Avon 
River side of the Hockey Oval to unveil a 
plaque in memory of Ethan Bropho, who 
died in November 2010.
 The ceremony was opened by Philip 
Walley-Stack playing the didgeridoo. After a 
welcome from Amy Stevenson and a prayer 
from Ross Jennings, Philip again played and 
gave a Noongar blessing.
 Courtney Bowman and Lyn Barr uncovered 
a ‘Reflection Seat’ before the Hon Grant 
Woodhams MLA said a few words and 
unveiled the memorial plaque. 
 The plaque was donated by the Shire of 
Toodyay with the help of Cr John Prater.
 Karl and Pamela Walsh, Ethan’s parents, 
were deeply moved and overjoyed by the 
number of people who came to show their 
respects. They sent their thanks to everyone.

Beth Frayne
Toodyay Pictures Sub-Committee

ONLY three months to go to the exhibition! 
The exhibition will be open to the general 
public on Monday 26 September and be 
open every day until 4pm Sunday 2 October. 
To officially open the event, we also plan to 
have a small function, with invited guests, 
on Sunday evening, 25 September.
 Our Toodyay Historical Society research 
teams are still hard at work trawling through 
the Battye Pictorial Collection. We had a 
great find the other week. We had already 
found a photo of a man holding two young 
babies (most probably twins), which was 
clearly captioned ‘Toodyay, 1920s’. When 
checking the Battye card catalogue, later, for 
any photos of Toodyay’s Dr. Bertram Hussey, 
lo and behold, the only reference was to the 
very same photo, and makes that photo much 
more valuable to us.
 Don’t despair because the deadline of 30 
June for sending us photos has passed. We 
will still consider new material, but we need 
to sit down now, define our list of themes 
and come up with a list of ‘must have’ and 
‘must show’ photos for the new double-sided 
display panels. There will be space for lots 
of other pictures in our ‘albums’ for people 
to browse. There will also be a revolving 
online digital display of still images on the 
big screen in the Memorial Hall.

Toodyay Pictures – 175 Years
Historical Photograph Exhibition

Memorial Plaque Unveiled

Do you remember when the old railway bridge behind the showground was burnt in 
1971? This photograph was taken by Greg Mansell, who was a local teacher at the time.

 All the photos will be captioned and the 
bigger displays may have an extra story 
sentence or two. This all takes time to 
write and verify. Just as well we have the 
Chronologies to help us with dates, places 
and names. But, sometimes, we know very 
little about really wonderful images.  At a 
recent meeting, we came up with the brilliant 
idea of handing out forms on clipboards for 
people to tell us more about the photos. So 
the photos will all be numbered. A mammoth 
task!
 Jenny has just bought a dinky A3 laminator, 
so we can do some of the photo display 
presentation copies ourselves. Basically, 
original images will not be displayed, only 
copies. We have received a marvellous 
collection of 1960s-1970s images from 
a former Toodyay teacher. So, we have 
selected one of these to encourage you 
to all look a bit more ‘modern’ into your 
photograph albums and slide collections. We 
can scan slides!
 Please contact one of the people listed 
below if you have items that you would like 
to see considered for this exhibition. With 
your permission, we would make copies 
of suitable items and return the originals 
promptly. Closing date for submission of 
material is 30th June 2011. Please contact 
Jenny on 0417910050 or twojay52@
bigpond.com, Len on 9574 4343 or Beth on 
9574 5971.

Singers Asked to ‘Have A Go’ and 
What a Result!

sang extremely well and received much 
deserved, loud applause from an appreciative 
audience. It was not just the singing and 
everyone ‘having a go’ but also the fantastic 
choice of songs that made the evening truly 
memorable. 
 If you get a chance to attend one of their 
future concerts, then do yourself a favour 
and go along. Well done everybody.

Did you know?
On 20 July 1968, the inaugural 
meeting of the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club was held at the Church of 
England Hall, Toodyay. (From The 
long Toodyay Chronology, Part 3, 
1951-2000 (not yet published). 

Toodyay Historical Society Inc.)



Toodyay’s 175th 
Anniversary 
Celebrations

TOODYAY HISTORICAL QUIZ NIGHT
SATURDAY AUGUST 6TH

7PM AT THE TOODYAY MEMORIAL HALL

FREE ENTRY AND SUPPER PROVIDED
OPEN-BOOK QUIZ WITH HISTORICAL BOOKLETS PROVIDED

GREAT PRIZES
TABLES OF 8

LOCAL WINES (ALCOHOLIC AND NON-ALCOHOLIC) ON EACH TABLE
BAR FACILITIES

PERIOD DRESS (OPTIONAL)

Come and be a part of the celebrati ons!

To reserve your table, please contact:

Desraé Clarke
6364 3609
desraec@westnet.com.au

Free Sandalwood 
Field Walk

Lot 5 (26) Giles Rd (off Toodyay Goomalling Rd) 

on Sat 30th July from 2-5pm
Look at a 4 ha bio diverse sandalwood system and single host set up  

and fi nd out how to establish  your own  plantation. 
Free information pack and afternoon tea.

To RSVP or for  further information 
contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882

or
email: bethanlloyd_8@msn.com

Desraé Clarke

ORGANISE your table of eight or more 
for the FREE 175th Anniversary Historical 
Quiz Night on 6 August at the Memorial Hall 
commencing at 7pm. Contact Committee 
Members below to book your table to assist 
with planning and catering.
 The following is an up-to-date 175th 
programme: 

•	An Historical Quiz Night on the 
Toodyay’s history – Saturday 6 August

•	Bus trip to old Churches of the area – 
Saturday 13 August

•	Outdoor Karate Tournament – Saturday/
Sunday 24/25 September 

•	Toodyay Tennis Reunion and Family Fun 
Day – Sunday 25 September

•	Toodyay Historical Photographic 
Exhibition in Memorial Hall - Monday 
26 September until Saturday 1 October

•	Toodyay District High School display in 
Memorial Hall – Monday 26 September 
until 1 October

•	Toodyay’s 175th Anniversary Grand 
Parade – Saturday 1 October

•	AFL Grand Final on 4 BIG screens at the 
Oval – Saturday 1 October

•	Toodyay Country Races – Saturday 8 
October

Celebrate 175 years of Settlement of 
Toodyay – 1836 til 2011

•	Toodyay Agricultural Show – Saturday 
15 October

•	Toodyay Senior Football Concert – 
Saturday 22 October

Grand Parade – 1 October
Begin your planning for inclusion in the 
Grand Parade now! Show your old machinery 
and farm implements, kitchenware and 
household goods of yesteryear. Dress in 
the outfits of times gone by and include the 
children – they’ll love it! Roz, of Courtyard 
Antiques, is willing to advise those who 
would like to make and wear outfits of 
yesteryear.

If anyone has a piece of machinery from 
times past, in good condition, and would like 
to donate it as a permanent fixture could they 
please contact Gaven Donegan 9574 5347.
 Do you have relatives or friends who have 
lived in the district that you would like to 
let know of Toodyay’s 175th Celebrations? 
Details can be found on the Toodyay 
Information Centre web site www.toodyay.
wa.gov.au and then click on ‘What’s 
On’. 
 Enquiries and/or advice may be directed to 
Committee members:
 John Prater  9574 2656
 Len Leeder  9574 4343
 Gaven Donegan  9574 5347
 Desraé Clarke  6364 3609

John Adams
Secretary/Treasurer

ON Tuesday 7 June we were visited by 
RSL archivist Naomi Jones. We received 
some useful information concerning the 
RSL’s history in Toodyay. Thanks to all 
who attended and for the information and 
items of interest which were brought in. 
Our Sub Branch Historian, Allen Clabaugh, 
has produced a draft history of the RSL in 
Toodyay. He has done an excellent job, but 
we are still anxious to obtain any information 

RSL Toodyay Sub Branch
relevant to the RSL in Toodyay from the 
1920’s onwards, eg photos, details of office 
bearers, activities, etc.
 On Tuesday 28 June we were visited by 
the Veterans Counselling Services to inform 
us about the Heart Health Programme that 
they offer. We hope to implement a regular 
exercise programme as we have fifteen of our 
members who have expressed an interest.
 Taylor Ferguson addressed our meeting on 
Saturday 2 July on her experiences on the 
Sandakan Memorial Tour. Further details 
will be published in the next issue.

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger 

ARTS Toodyay is now equipped with six 
brand new easels which were manufactured 
by the Toodyay Men’s Shed and purchased 
with the assistance of funding from the Shire 
of Toodyay. The easels were ‘unveiled’ at the 
June meeting and all agreed that they have 
been excellently made and will be a great 
asset to the group. 
 The jewellery workshop held last month 
was a resounding success and all participants 
completed at least one charm bracelet. One 
of these bracelets has already found its way 
to Ireland as a gift for a visitor to Toodyay. 
 Arts Toodyay member, Clive Eger, did a 
‘guest spot’ with the Bindoon Arts Group 
who needed someone to give them some tips 
on throwing pots using their pottery wheels. 
They have an excellent work shed with heaps 
of equipment and several members who are 
very keen to try their hand at pottery. Closer 
to home, he has been running a pottery 
workshop series which will culminate in 
a raku firing on 10 July. As you can see 
from the photo, the participants have been 
extremely creative and productive and we 
are all keen to see the results after the pots 
are fired.

 Writing workshops are being held at the Arts 
Toodyay meeting rooms in Duke Street every 
second Tuesday. Creative writing exercises 
are explored and participants have a lot of 
fun together. New members and participants 
are most welcome. Contact Wendy Lewer on 
9574 4172. 
 Plans are progressing for the annual ‘Vino’ 
exhibition at Coorinja Winery from 30 
September to 2 October – a wonderful venue 
and a great time of year with the Toodyay 
anniversary celebrations in full swing. 
Several members are also negotiating the 
staging of a group exhibition at a gallery in 
Midland next year. This will be a showcase 
of the variety and quality of artworks from 
Toodyay and a unique opportunity to show 
our work in the Perth metropolitan area. 
 Arts Toodyay Inc is a group of arts 
enthusiasts from the Toodyay area who 
meet to share their expertise and promote 
their work in the Toodyay area. Members 
have diverse interests ranging from painting, 
creative textiles, jewellery and contemporary 
embroidery to photography, writing, pottery 
and sculpture. New members are very 
welcome - Contact Bev on 9574 2898 / 
0428 531 008 or come along to the monthly 
meeting held at the Old Police Station in 
Duke Street at 7pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month.

Arts Toodyay members hard at work 
creating handbuilt pottery for raku firing.

Did You Know?
On 22 July 2007, Maureen MacLeod 
closed her Toodyay Antiques business 
on Stirling Tce, having opened over 
20 yrs ago. (From The Long Toodyay 
Chronology, Pt 4, 2001-2011 [not yet 
published], Toodyay Historical Soc Inc.)

The Toodyay 
Historical Society 

Beth Frayne
Secretary

Wood raffle very successful

THE THS raffle outside the ‘New IGA’ on 
3-4 June was very successful, so many thanks 
to all helpers and donors and especially those 
who stopped to have a chat! AND, surprise, 
surprise, just when a volunteer from the 
public was needed to draw the raffle, our CEO 
Simon Fraser appeared to do the honours. He 
was looking well and rested, and keen to start 
working again. The lucky winner was Julie 
Jenkinson of Toodyay, with Orange ticket F23.
Rich school history
Our excursion on Sunday 26 June was a very 
illuminating Toodyay School Sites Tour, led 
by that fountain of local information Kevin 
Hogg. Toodyay has had so many schools in 
so many locations (some not yet identified I 
might add, by me anyway) that researching 
this subject is a never-ending task. Just as well 
some of the local teachers are hooked and will 
be helping with the schools bit of the Toodyay 
Pictures Exhibition. Going on an excursion 
made me bring together all I have recorded 
about Toodyay schools in the Chronologies, 
newspapers and Council minutes, and extract 
the bits relevant to the selected school sites 
we visited - West Toodyay, Coondle, Culham, 
Pell Mell, Bejoording, Wattening, Nunyle and 
Wicklow Hills. Many thanks to Kevin for his 
fascinating tour, and his wife Bronwyn for 
providing a delicious morning tea.
State History Conference at York
 This year’s State History Conference is at 
York on 16-18 September. We have registered 
five members, so let Beth Frayne know if 
you wish to go, to get the earlybird benefit. 
Registration numbers are limited.
The Big Quiz!
 THS has reserved at least one table of eight for 
the Toodyay Historical Quiz, in the Memorial 
Hall, Saturday, 6 August, 7pm. Let Beth or 
Desrae Clarke know if you wish to attend this 
175th Anniversary Committee event. THS is 
helping with the questions, so a couple of us will 
be markers on the night (I hope!). This will be an 
‘open book’ quiz, with the Chronologies (Parts 
1 and 2) and the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club 
history book being on the table’. So, there’s 
no excuse for not being a full bottle! But there 
may be some tricky bits to sort the sheep from 
the goats! Or the chuditches from the woylies! 
Which are you, do you think?
 Next event: Excursion to Beverley, Sunday 
31 July. Meet at the Toodyay Visitor Centre at 
9.00am, for car pooling. BYO everything. Next 
general meeting: Wednesday 20 July 2011, 7pm 
at Donegan’s Cottage. 
 For information about any matter to do with 
the Toodyay Historical Society, or how we may 
assist you or your group, please contact our 
Secretary Beth Frayne - 9574 5971, President 
Len Leeder - 9574 4343, or Vice President 
Robyn Taylor - 9574 2578.
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage, 
which is open to the public every Thursday from 
1pm to 3pm. You will find us on Toodyay Street 
in the Toodyay Showgrounds. Membership is 
$10. (Postal address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 
6566)

Len and Jenny on the THS Raffle stall 
(Photo: Beth Frayne, 2011)

Photos courtesy Mrs Shirley Patten
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Trees Cafe 
28 George St, Bolgart

Kathleen Ph: 9627 5187

From Friday July 8th our cafe will be opening each and every
Friday 10am - 4pm

Saturday 10am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

Please come and join my family and friends for 
a relaxed lunch, morning or afternoon tea.

If you are busy we have take-away food, hot or cold drinks. Order from our daily 
menu or our specials board. Scrumptious evening meals 1st Saturday of each month 

from 6.30pm till 11pm. We will open for parties of 10 or more at any available 
time, special menus catered for. Bookings for evening meals essential. BYO. Eftpos 

available. Come and see our beautiful historical cafe with its open log fires and 
friendly atmosphere, if you have the time we have the place.

emergency services
Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Grant Scobie

A COUPLE of call-outs in June that 
amounted to nothing and RAIN! Yes, wet 
stuff that falls from the sky has come and 
all is soggy-ish, the Avon is flowing (or, at 
least, it will be if the rest of the predicted rain 
falls this week!)
 The wonderful stuff is a double-edged 
sword, really. On the one hand (edge?), 
‘bushies’ (as the ‘townies’ like to call us) 
get a bit of time to relax, have a ‘quiet one’, 
commune with nature. On the other hand, the 
undergrowth grows lush, weeds go insane, 
firebreaks start to sprout all different types 
of plants and summer looks more dangerous. 
However, for the moment, we celebrate the 
positive, take advantage of the wet and train 
for the dry!
 During June, we had a local ‘Structural 
Awareness Course’ and a FESA run 
‘Advanced Fire Fighters Course’ take place 
at which we had members taking part. More 
training is to come with four members 
getting a hands-on look at the new radios. 
 These are the radios that have been in the 
units for some months now but are still one 
of those ‘secret handshake’ sort of thing that 
only a few are privileged to know about / 
understand. Not that we haven’t tried to 
break into the scene but it’s been difficult to 
find anyone trained in their use to train us. 
Soon, we shall have all the answers to pass 
on to the rest of our brigade. In fact, I’ve just 
spoken to the Training Officer and he said 
that there will definitely be radio training 
on 13 August beginning at 4pm, prior to 
the monthly BBQ (the date’s changed due 
to the Avon Descent and 175th Anniversary 
Quiz night.) At this time, the four, afore-
mentioned, pre-trained radio experts will 
pass on their massive knowledge to the 
masses. All members should attend this 
training; there will be enough opportunities 
for everyone to try the features of the radios 
and get a feel for them. 
 In other news, our next ordinary general 
meeting will be on 1 October, as we’ve 
just had our July meeting (or will have by 
the time the paper is out.) Matters that will 
have come up at the July meeting (how 
hard is that to talk about something that has 
happened before it has happened and hope 
that it does happen as you imagined it would 
happen?) are / were the new sign with contact 
numbers on the side of the shed, the table at 
the Toodyay 175th Anniversary Quiz night 
and other such matters (probably!)
 Anyway, if you wish to know more about 
your fire brigade or more about fire and how 
it may affect you in your community or even 
if you just want to get to meet some of your 
neighbours, get down to your local fire shed.
 ‘The Fireplace’, behind the Julimar Fire 
Shed is open from about 5pm on Friday 
nights for some casual interaction with 
Brigade members. Even if you’re not a 
member, come along and have a chat about 
your fire prevention plan, find out about your 
brigade and get to know the people who are 
just like you, residents of Toodyay. 

Morangup Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Cheryl Mustchin
Secretary

LET me start by thanking all of the wonderful 
members of our community for their support. 
Taking the trip to the letterbox since our 
mail drop has once again shown me what 
a wonderful place Morangup is to live in.
 We have had a few prescribed burns 
which were well-timed with the rain. These, 
together with the training programmes put 
together by our Training Officer, Dieter, all 
add to our skills being kept up to date. 
 At our most recent monthly meeting Lawrie 
called for volunteers to wash the trucks on 
the following Saturday. The chuckles and 
grins in the room left little doubt as to those 
most responsible for the state they were in. 
Needless to say they were all made spic ’n’ 
span again.
 A new welfare officer has been appointed. 
“I wonder who?” I hear you ask. Surprise!!! 
Who me? Well at least I think that’s what I 
said! Let’s hope I’m up to the task. I give you 
all fair warning I’m going to teach myself to 
delegate so I will be asking for help as events 
come up. When the stampede follows my 
request I would be extremely grateful if it 
was toward me and not in the other direction. 
Yes, I know I have a wonderful sense of 
humour or is that a vivid imagination?
 Until the next time stay safe, look after 
each other and, if you find a bit of time, 
pop down to the station and say Hi. Lawrie 
doesn’t bite unless you’re the one who got 
his trucks dirty. 
 We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 7pm and Saturday mornings from 
8am to approximately 9.30am at the shed.

Coondle-Nunile 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Allan Gregory

AS with other brigades, ours is now in that 
post-fire-season phase when attention can 
be focussed on maintenance of equipment, 
ongoing training, especially for our newer 
members, and ‘home’ improvement jobs in 
and around our fire shed. The winter months 
are a great time to update important skills, 
like your first-aid qualifications, too.
 Since our last column, a number of 
controlled burns have been carried out by 
this Brigade and there have been a couple of 
call-outs but, we are pleased to say, nothing 
major, with one resulting in stand-down 
within minutes of our mobilising from the 
shed. The most recent call was to a house 
fire, which serves to remind us that we must 
have sufficient numbers prepared to turn out 
throughout the off-season – “just in case”.
 Our next meeting is to be held on 13 August 
at 5 pm at the fire shed in Coondle West Road. 
Everyone is welcome to come along to find 
out about the Brigade and how we operate.

 Alternatively, any Friday night from about 
5pm there are members sharing a sausage 
sizzle and refreshments at the shed so stop 
in; you are bound to meet people from your 
area and obtain advice about maintaining 
your property to restrict the chances of fire. 
You may even decide to join the brigade; it’s 
not that hard.
 If you have any queries or would like 
information about any aspects of fire 
prevention and safety, call Peter Ruthven 
(Captain) on 9574 2951 or Kerry Gregory 
(Social Director) on 9574 4470.

St John Ambulance
Karen Jacomelli

THE May statistics took the crews out on 
10 trauma, 20 medical, 6 cardiac and 2 other 
cases travelling 3,920kms in total. Toodyay 
covered 2,392kms for 27 cases, Morangup 
1,306kms for 9 cases and Bolgart 222kms 
for 2 cases. 
 Despite stretching our volunteers to cover 
24/7, it is pleasing that we have some new 
recruits who have started their training. We 
welcome them onboard and thank them for 
joining the team of volunteers that provide 
this service to the community. Still more are 
required if we are going to be able to spread 
the load for our current volunteers. 
 It is necessary to keep in mind that, on top 
of the call outs, volunteers continue to attend 
training to ensure skills are maintained. 
They also attend Professional Development 
Seminars.
 In June, Toodyay hosted an excellent 
address from Harry Oxer who spoke on 
Respiratory Emergencies, highlighting the 
numerous reasons for respiratory problems 
and their management. There was a record 
attendance of 9 different Sub Centres that 
attended from the region.
 It is interesting to note that we have some 
3,000 volunteers in this state manning around 
150 Sub Centres.
 Also in June, we welcomed on board our 
new Regional Manager, Kalie Gladwin. She 
brings with her a wealth of experience having 
spent some time in a variety of roles with an 

emphasis on volunteer management and inter-
agency coordination. More recently she has 
been the regional manager of the southern part 
of the Wheatbelt  region. Kalie has recently 
relocated to her new home in York and will 
work and live in the newly expanded region.
 A Senior First Aid course was held at the 
Toodyay Sub Centre on the weekend of 18 
and 19 June by trainers Allison Ralph and 
Jenny Willgoss. There were nine participants, 
ranging from volunteer fire fighters, a child 
care worker, personal trainer, carer, potential 
volunteer ambulance officer and those 
needing it for their workplace.  The days 
bounced along at a cracking pace, with all 
students enjoying the course, and all attaining 
their certificate.
 The next course will be held at Bolgart on 
the weekend of 13 and 14 August so everyone 
from the Bolgart and surrounding areas 
should take the opportunity of attending – 
less travelling and you will be helping your 
local Sub Centre.  Registrations can be made 
through Valerie Cale on 9627 5248 or in 
Toodyay with Jenny Willgoss on 9574 2455.
 Lastly, the AGM for the Sub Centre will 
be held there on Tuesday 26 July 2011 
commencing at 6.30pm.
 On another note, Saint John’s Australia has 
introduced CPR trained service dogs to help 
cut costs.
 Canines are already used in police work, 
Search and Rescue and tracking, not to 
mention their amazing work with the blind 
and deaf.
 And finally, they’re assisting Emergency 
Response Crews with their life saving efforts 
and doing so at a much lower cost.
 See for yourself..........................................

Continued overleaf



Ashford wheels etc.
Spinning, felting, weaving 

and knitting supplies.
While stocks last, imported alpaca knits 

will be at just over wholesale prices.

Opening hours
Thursday/Friday 9am – 4pm

Saturday 10am – 4pm
1010 Northam-Toodyay Road

Phone: 9622 5669

Bushfi re preparedness meeting 
Let’s not have another December 29

If you live in the Coondle, West Coondle and Rugged Hills areas 
you are in a high risk bush fi re area.

If you wish to get more information on:
• how to make your property more fi re safe;
• preparing your family for the bushfi re season;
• or involvement in a local Bushfi re Ready Group;
we are holding a public meeting.

DATE: Saturday 30th of July
TIME: 3PM
LOCATION: Coondle Fire Shed, on Coondle West Road.

If you have any queries please contact either
Mick Rogers 0428 583 954 or Tracey Salmond 9574 5360

Please note - this is an information afternoon not a recruitment drive.

Bushfire 
preparedness 
meeting 

Police Beat
Geoff Dickson
Sergeant, Toodyay Police

TOODYAY Police have recently been 
approached by a member of the Toodyay 
Communi ty  w i th  conce rns  abou t 
Skateboarders on our local roads, particularly 
Harper Road and Stirling Terrace.
 With the introduction of the youth space 
in Duidgee Park, the new Skate Park has 

emergency services
concentrated the number of youth moving to 
and from the venue.
 It is a good time for police to remind youth, 
parents and caregivers of children, about the 
rules in relation to Skateboarding. Police 
will be monitoring this issue closely and will 
speak with children who are not doing the 
right thing. We ask that parents educate their 
children on these important rules, making the 
roads a safer place for skateboarders and other 
road users, alike.
 A skateboard is defined in the Road Traffic 
Code as a ‘wheeled recreational device’. 
Some of the rules that apply to skateboards 
are:

•	A person shall not travel on a skateboard 
on a carriageway with a dividing line or 
median strip; or on a one-way carriageway 
with more than one marked lane; or on a 
carriageway with a speed limit exceeding 
50 km/h;

•	A person shall not travel on a skateboard, 
on a carriageway during the hours of 
darkness;

•	A person travelling on a skateboard, 
shall keep as far to the left side of the 
carriageway as is practicable; and shall 
not travel alongside more than one other 
pedestrian or vehicle travelling on the 
carriageway in the same direction as the 
person, unless the person is overtaking 
other pedestrians.

  When using a skateboard on a footpath, you 
need to consider these rules:

•	A person travelling on a skateboard, shall 
keep to the left of the footpath or shared 
path unless it is impracticable to do so; 
and give way to any pedestrian (except 
a person travelling in or on a wheeled 
recreational device, motorised scooter or 
wheeled toy) who is on the footpath or 
shared path.

  Your local Police have been working 
closely with the Toodyay Community Safety 
and Crime Prevention Committee and the 
Toodyay Shire, with a view to installation 
of CCTV (Closed Circuit Television) for the 
CBD of Toodyay, including Duidgee Park.
 This is a staged project, with Stage 1 
involving installation of cameras throughout 
our main street. The benefits of CCTV 
from a Crime Prevention viewpoint cannot 

be understated. The ability to look at live 
footage, or access stored images that can 
assist with identifying persons of interest for 
various incidents that occur in our CBD, is 
an important tool in the tool chest of options 
available to Police. Toodyay Police are 
excited about having this available to us in 
the next couple of months, along with the 
improved investigative outcomes that come 
with it.
 I have spoken with several people recently 
in the main street, about the visibility of local 
police. I have been receiving a lot of positive 
feedback from the community about how 
wonderful it has been to see local police 
officers walking the beat, talking to passers-
by. From time to time, despite the positive 
feedback, I hear that people are still concerned 
at finding the station not open for business as 
much as they would like.
  The Toodyay Police District is quite large, 
stretching from Morangup in the west, to 
Bolgart in the North, with many sub-divisions 
and National Park areas. With so many sub-
divisions in our area, we spend a lot of time 
patrolling away from the station, which 
obviously impacts on those foot patrols in the 
CBD.
 Being out in the community is central to 
modern policing priorities. A mix of foot 
patrols and vehicle based patrols is important. 
Getting those patrols in the right place, at the 
right time, is dependent on timely information 
supplied by the community. It is important 
that our local community understands how to 
contact local police, and to use the systems we 
have in place to make contact with us, reliable.
  You can call our station phone number on 
9574 9555, 24 hours a day for Police response. 
If you do not speak to a local police officer 
straight away, follow the prompts dependent 
on your needs. 
 If we are not at the station to take your call, 
you will be forwarded to our communications 
centre. Trained staff will take your information 
and will follow reliable systems to ensure 
local Police are informed of your needs, who 
will then respond accordingly.
  If the matter isn’t urgent, you may 
also consider emailing us direct at the 
station, using the following email address: 
ToodyayPolStnSMAIL@police.wa.gov.au. 

CPR trained service dog at work

Toodyay Central 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Compiled by Wayne Clarke

LAST summer again saw major bushfires in 
Western Australia where many homes and 
other structures were destroyed or severely 
damaged. The extremely dry conditions 
in which these fires ignited indicated they 
would be fast-moving, and difficult to 
control.
 The fires that caused this destruction 
occurred on days of ‘severe’ fire weather 
conditions. It is hard to imagine what the 
outcome would have been had they been 
during ‘catastrophic’ fire weather conditions, 
as in Toodyay’s December 2009 fire.
 Following a Major Incident Review 
(MIR) into the Lake Clifton, Red Hill and 
Roleystone fires, fourteen recommendations 
were made. The first of these should be taken 
as a warning by all people living in bush 
fire prone areas (including Toodyay.) That 
recommendation is:

‘Local residents must take a degree of 
shared responsibility to prepare their 
properties by reducing the risk of bushfire 
around their properties and planning for 
a bushfire emergency’

 It is becoming apparent that, in future 
years, we will see an increase in the 
number of ‘severe’ or ‘catastrophic’ fire 
weather conditions during our summer. 
This means that we, as a community, need 
to be better prepared by taking that ‘shared 
responsibility’.
 The bush fire brigades in Toodyay are in 
the process of appointing ‘Bushfire Ready’ 
coordinators for each brigade area. However, 
you can be proactive in this regard by 
preparing your home and property for the 
coming season – be Bushfire Ready yourself.
 The Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade is looking for new members. If 
you live in Wicklow Hills, Mountain Park, 

Continued Page 11
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BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC

TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•  Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.

•  A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg. 
testing.

•  House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
•  No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.

•  Travel chargedfrom Post Offi ce for farm visits.
•  Our usual service applies any other day.

•  Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.

Majestic Heights and Waters, Lozanda 
Heights, Vernon Hills, Moondyne Park or 
West Toodyay (east of the Avon River), you 
are in the Central Brigade area. You don’t 
need to be on the back of a fire truck to help 
– there are many other tasks that you can 
undertake that will help keep our Brigade 
ready for the coming fire seasons.
 You can contact the Brigade through 
its Captain, Kevin Hug, on 9574 2612, 
Secretary, Wayne Clarke, on 6364 3609 or 
email 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.

Toodyay Central VBFB continued from 
Page 10

emergency services

YES - YOU DO HAVE THE 
CHOICE OF SETTLEMENT AGENT 

WHEN BUYING
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

Phone: 9574 4320        Fax: 9574 5014
P.O. Box 827 TOODYAY 6566

An Independent Real Estate
Settlement Agent

Bejoording 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
RUNNING on Bejoording time, I have 
missed the first two posts as the new Public 
Relations Officer, so let me start by saying, 
“I’m sorry.”
 April was a very hot month and, with no 
rain, it was also very dry. Luckily we didn’t 
attend any major fires, just a few spot fires 
here and there, so we decided to hold our 
AGM. Thanks go to the greatly respected 
Mark D’Alton for his running and managing 
the AGM. Without him it would not have 
run as smoothly and we completed all tasks 
within 20 minutes. The new appointments 
are as folows:
Captain Lawrence Hayward
Lieutenants Barry Grey
  Mark Glossip
  Gloria Robinson
Communications Barry Grey
Training Officer Lawrence Hayward
Treasurer Barry Grey
Logistics Mark Glossip
PR Minka Whelan
Thank you to all the volunteers who 
attended the meeting.
 In May, we were a little busy; with no clear 
signage for the open fire season, everyone 
was confused. Two crews attended the 
storm that hit Coondle to help with traffic 
control so a big thanks goes to them. Also 
during May, the Bejoording Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade held a product information 
day and special thanks go to Malcolm and 
Gloria for all their help on the day. The 
product we were demonstrating is a fire 
safety system called Barricade. It’s a simple 
application method that can be applied by 
your average person as well as used with the 
fire departmentt as a barrier to help protect 
assets. The demonstration was performed 
by the WA distributor, Anthony Whelan. I 
think the most impressive part was, when 
Anthony covered his finger with the gel and 
then, with the words, “Don’t tell my wife,” 
applied a blow torch to his finger with no 
ill effects. Amazing!
 Bejoording is a very small community 
consisting of families young and old. 
As a part of our brigade, we are going 
to implement a pensioner assistance 
programme. We are also bringing out a 
local newsletter for residents every two 
months. For all information please see our 
newsletter.
 Having such a small community, we are 
always looking for fun ways to raise funds. 
We need a new communications room so 
have decided to have a Male Slave auction 
to sell off the fine men in Bejoording. Please 
contact Minka Whelan on 9574 5457 for 

OSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEURO
MUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUE

&&&&&
NANANANANATURTURTURTURTUROPOPOPOPOPAAAAATHYTHYTHYTHYTHY
Bone and Muscle

Manipulation
Deep Muscle Therapy

Iridology
Herbal Medicines

TTTTTOODOODOODOODOODYYYYYAAAAAYYYYY Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95777774 26964 26964 26964 26964 2696
Saturday

WWWWWEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEY Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 9387 23537 23537 23537 23537 2353
Monday to Thursday

Nominate 
Outstanding WA 

Firefighters Today
NOMINATIONS for the 2011 Firefighting 
Awards are officially open and Western 
Australian firefighters are encouraged to 
nominate their peers who have gone above 
and beyond the call of duty. 
 The awards celebrate excellence in 
firefighting and are open to all career and 
volunteer Fire and Rescue Service and 
volunteer Bush Fire Service firefighters. 
 FESA Chief Operations Officer, Craig 
Hynes, said the awards were a fantastic 
opportunity to acknowledge the hard work 
and dedication shown by firefighters across 
the state.
 “Although firefighting isn’t about the 
recognition or the praise, it’s important that 
we celebrate the men and women who have 
put in a great deal of effort, initiated a new 
idea or have gone far above and beyond the 
call of duty,” Mr Hynes said. “That’s why 
we’re asking firefighters to nominate their 
peers, because they know better than anyone 
else what it takes to make an outstanding 
firefighter.”
 Nominations can be made by local FESA 
staff, volunteer and career Fire and Rescue 
Service and volunteer Bush Fire Service 
firefighters in the following categories: 

•	Western Australian Career Fire and 
Rescue Service Award

•	Western Australian Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Service Award

•	Murray Lang Bush Fire Service of 
Western Australia Award

•	Youth Achievement Award (firefighters 
16 – 25 years old)

 Nomination forms are available on the 
awards page of the FESA website at www.
fesa.wa.gov.au. Nominations close on Friday 
22 July 2011.
 For more information call FESA on 9323 
9399 or email awards@fesa.wa.gov.au.

more information if you wish to attend.
Note from the Captain
L a w r e n c e  i s  e c s t a t i c ;  t h e  n e w 
communications room is being built. He is 
also very happy with the expansion of the 
brigade and all the new changes being made 
and with the new adventures that are based 
on our education and awareness policies 
that we hope to deliver to our town-site of 
Bejoording to educate our residents. This 
improves the level and skill of our crew’s 
current training and commitment to the fire 
service. If anyone would like information 
or questions answered please call Lawrence 
Hayward on 9574 5106 or Barry Grey on 
9574 2149.

Toodyay 
Community Safety 
& Crime Prevention 

Association
Wayne Clarke

CCTV (Closed Circuit Television) coming 
to Toodyay
IN 1999, the Toodyay Neighbourhood 
Watch and the  Toodyay Safer  WA 
Committee commenced raising funds to 
have security cameras installed in Stirling 
Terrace. Since then, various impediments 
have thwarted the installation of a basic 
camera.
 In the intervening years, technology has 
changed significantly. This has seen the 
lowering of costs for the cameras and their 
associated soft and hardware. Funding 
arrangements have also changed, and the 
opportunity for an expanded network has 
arisen.
 The Safer WA Committee has long 
gone, replaced by Toodyay Investing in 
Communities (TIC). It was given the 
opportunity to strike an agreement with 
the Office of Crime Prevention (OCP) to 
develop a Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention Plan for Toodyay. Once the 
Plan was endorsed by the OCP, funding of 
$20,000 was made available for projects 
earmarked within the Plan. The Plan was 
endorsed in December 2010.
 One of the recommendations in the 
Plan was to change the name of TIC to 
Toodyay Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention Association (CSCPA). The 
change was made, and the Association was 
incorporated on 21 June 2011.
 A key recommendation in the Plan was 
supporting the Shire to install CCTV in 
Toodyay, through an ‘Eyes on the Street, 
Looking for Trouble’ project. The CSCPA 
provided $20,000 for this, and the Shire 
applied for and was also awarded funding 
for the project, with the installation of 
CCTV in Toodyay imminent.
Graffiti Taskforce
One of the most important steps in 
controlling graffiti vandalism is fast 
removal. The CSCPA Plan has earmarked 
the formation of a Graffiti Taskforce for 
Toodyay, and is seeking volunteers from 
the community who are willing to become 
members of a Taskforce that will remove 
graffiti as soon as it is noticed. Any member 
of the community who is interested in 
becoming a Taskforce member can contact 
our Secretary on toodyaycscpa@westnet.
com.au, or phone 6364 3609.

News from Bolgart 
and Surrounding 

Areas
Mrs Doris M Martin

TO all those Bolgart folk who have spent 
time in hospital in recent times, we wish you 
a speedy recovery.
 Birthday wishes to Lester Snooke of 
Bolgart Rural Merchandise who celebrated 
his birthday on 26 June. It’s okay, Lester, 
you’re still a young fellow. You’d need an 
extra two years to be half my age.
 It was noted that The Police Pipe Band was 
at the Bolgart School in recent times which 
must have been a treat. I believe the children 
really enjoyed the time that they were there.
 Whilst on the subject of the Bolgart School, 
there has been quite a lot of fund-raising 
going on at the present time to help cover 
the cost of a School Camp to Canberra. 
Also noted were the students out along the 
roadsides in and around Bolgart cleaning up 
the road verges. Well done! It always amazes 
me at the amount of litter that gets thrown 
from car windows with folk just too lazy (I 
expect), to take their rubbish home and put 
in their own bins.
 I am very sad to learn that Doctor Richard 
Walkey will be closing his medical practice 
at Toodyay in August after near on 20 
years of service to the area. Fortunately 
for us I expect he will be moving to a 
medical centre at Wongan Hills which is 
still within easy reach of most of us folk 
who live within the Victoria Plains Shire 
area. How sad would it have been for the 
ancestors of the late nurse Alma Beard (a 
woman who gave her life for her country), 
to have learnt that this situation could have 
been allowed to occur? Her parents for a 
start, the late Edward and Katie Beard and 
her late Grandmother Louisa Beard (nee 
- Syred), late Great Aunts Mercie Roberts 
(nee - Syred) and Mary McCluney (nee 
Syred) would have been most disappointed. 
Despite a committee trying hard to keep 
the practice open by seeking funds to help 
entice another medical practitioner to the 
area, it needed much more support. I fear that 
this will cause some serious repercussions 
for the area.
 Let’s hope for the sake of folk within the 
Toodyay Shire area that another doctor can 
be procured within a short space of time so 
that the pensioners (for a start), who don’t 
have the means to travel to outlying areas, 
can have the services of a local doctor. Come 
on Toodyay, get behind these necessary 
services for your town. 
 Somehow I missed last month that Brayden 
Manuel had made it into a State Football 
team, so congratulations Brayden. 

Bejoording Babble
Kim Leonhardt

WE’RE back! Fear not! Allay your concerns! 
Put away your herbs and conjuring for we 
will cleanse both your mind and soul from 
the darkness of truth and sensibility!
 Yes, well, sorry about that. The first month I 
missed due to a computer virus and the second 
month because I got the deadline date wrong. 
That’s right, I’m not a demi-god (though 
with my chiselled features, I can see how the 
misconception could happen) but, with the 
help of my mate Zeus, things will now be 
back on track.
 A few months ago we had our AGM and 
here are the winners. The role of President fell 
to Barry Grey. Vice President went to Chris 
Wacura. Chris, it has to be said, has taken to 

this role with unforeseen gusto. After first 
being astonished at being nominated, he then 
apprehensively took the position and now 
there’s no stopping him! HE’s MOVING TO 
THE EASTERN STATES! We kept trying 
to explain to him, “Chris! Chris!” we said, 
“You’re only Vice President of Bejoording, 
NOT Australia!” But to no avail! Apparently, 
one of his objectives is to live in a shearing 
stand on the grounds of Parliament House 
until he’s allowed his rightful office and 
Parliamentary car. As you can see, we’re now 
on the lookout for ANOTHER Vice President. 
However, I digress. It’s good to have me back, 
eh? The post of Secretary/Treasurer went to 
Chisel Features, uh, I mean, Kim Leonhardt, 
with the Committee consisting of Fiona and 
Shane Glossop with Marc Bodium to keep 
them all in line.
 Since I last spoke to y’all, we’ve also had 
a T-Bone Night, Pasta Night, Clean Up Day 
(with BBQ) and a Pie Night. I guess you could 
draw the conclusion that we tend to eat a lot. 
By the way, our next event is a Curry Night 
on Wednesday 6 July!
 Other events that are approaching: Air 
Hockey Night on Wednesday 13 July at 
6pm. Visitors welcome at $10 a head and 
yes, you do get to play. And a Seafood Night 
(there’s that food again) on Wednesday 3 
August. Visitors to this one will have to pay 
$15 a head. Oh, don’t worry. It’ll be worth it! 
That’ll start at 7pm, following the Community 
Meeting at 6pm.
 Don’t forget the Community Shed is open 
every Wednesday from 6pm. 
 I’ll see ya there!



Stephen & Christine Gurman

121a Stirling Tce, Toodyay                 Phone   9574 2233

* We deliver within 100km of Toodyay
           *Conditions apply

Phone Orders Available
Trading Times
Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm
Sat 8am - 12.30pm

huge range of meat packs
delicious cold meats
succulent chicken
heaps of specials every week

The Toodyay Butcher Shop 
is proud to sponsor

Living Communities’ Vision 2020 
Special Feature

out and about in toodyay
Maree Lewis

SMALL towns, specifically ours of 
Toodyay, seem to work along the lines of 
the centuries old market structure. The 
hub is the butcher, the baker and getting 
away from that old nursery rhyme, the 
greengrocer. We continue our Out and 
About with a visit to The Toodyay Butcher 
and Toodyay Bakery and some gift and 
clothing shops nearby.

Stephen Gurman is the proprietor of The 
Toodyay Butcher Shop located at 121a 
Stirling Terrace. He has been a butcher 
by trade for about 14 years and he and 
his wife Christine bought the Toodyay 
business nine months ago. They have 
already renovated considerably and 
have further plans for upgrading facilities 
but are keen to keep ‘that old-fashioned 
concept’.
 Stephen prepares meat for a wide 
range of customers. For example, 
there are the ready-made meals for the 
commuters, a range of value meat packs 
for families and the gourmet meal for 
that special occasion. The elderly are 
especially appreciative of the good old 
fashioned service a visit to Steve’s shop 
offers. Stephen also provides for the 
outlying farming communities, delivering 
in some cases up to 100km away. 
 Stephen is particular about the quality 
of the product he sells. “Many butchers 
have no idea about the meat they’re 
working with. I buy WA and know what 
I’ve purchased.” 
 He only uses steers for his beef and 
female pork for the bacon, sausages 
and ham he makes himself. Unlike most 
city butchers, you can purchase rabbit, 
kangaroo and emu, all of which are 
carefully sourced for quality. And, for that 
Master Chef menu you may feel inspired 
to create, you could purchase quail or 
pheasant, but be sure to pre-order.
 It’s encouraging to have a butcher like 
Stephen. He’s well informed about all 
aspects of his trade, from the paddock 
through to his product on the shelf and 
he makes it his business to meet the 
requirements of his customers. As many 
of you already know, he does a good job 
of it.
 Stephen is soon to be joined by a 
previous Toodyay Butcher, Les Hayward, 
to give him a hand in running the 
business.

You’ll be drawn to the Toodyay Bakery 
by the delicious aromas wafting from the 

premises but, for the record, it is a few 
doors down from the butcher’s, next to 
the pub. James Eyre has been a baker 
for the last 25 years. His speciality is a 
considerable range of breads but the 
tradies and tourists flock to him for his 

delectable pies and sausage rolls. Plus 
there’s a vast array of ‘yummy’ cakes and 
biscuits on offer, especially the vanilla 
slices. 
  Chris, who serves in the store, is full of 
praise for James as an excellent baker. 
“That’s why people from as far away 
as Wanneroo and Swan View come 
especially to Toodyay because they 
know they can get a good pie.” Chris is 
sure that customers are seeking home-
style produce and are trying to get away 
from the factory produced stuff that has 
flooded the market.  Like James, she also 
believes that tourists and locals alike are 
attracted by the country ambience and 
that old –fashioned friendly service. 
 Alas, James believes it’s time to move 
on and into a different job and so has put 
the bakery onto the market. It’s not about 
the hours he assures me adding that 
you get used to getting up at 3 or 4am 
to cook. “But I’ve done well out of it. Last 
time at Targa I made and sold one and a 
half thousand pies.” The mind boggles! 
 So hopefully Toodyay wil l  have 
another baker with the flair, foresight 
and innovative thinking that James 
regards as essential to his trade. In the 
meantime, we all can continue to enjoy 
the breads, pastries and cakes for which 
he is so well-known.  

Avon Valley Jewellery, Gifts and 
Homewares, is across the road from the 
Bakery. Its heritage exterior makes it so 
quaint and the merchandise on show in 
the window focuses your attention. The 
scent of hand-made soaps and lotions 
lures you inside and, once there, you are 
treated to a huge array of delightful things 
to buy, all so enticingly displayed. There’s 
china crockery and ornaments, kitchen 
utensils and nick-knacks, exquisite 
dolls, soft cuddly toys, artificial flower 
arrangements and so much more.
 It has been three years since Larissa 
Taylor bought the business, saying that 
she enjoys the freedom she has to “be 
her own boss and work her own hours.” 
However, when she introduced Heather, 
who works for her, she modified the 
statement, saying, “I am the owner.; she 
is the boss”. 
 Both women regard the locals as 
the bread and butter of the business. 
They look after their patrons through 
those little but valued extras such as 
complimentary gift wrapping and, if 
someone is stumped as to what to buy, 
there’s always the gift voucher. Heather 

adds that it is store policy not to be 
pushy, but they are always willing to help 
a customer find that certain item at the 
right price. 
 And why is there a chair out the front? 
It’s for the men who just don’t seem to 
have that ability to fossick around like 
women do.

Just next door, you will find Pitwillows 
Alpaca Stuff and behind the counter 
you may find the owner for the last 
eight years, Gail Williams. As the name 
suggests, this shop specialises in the 
sale of goods made from alpaca wool – 
Suri alpaca to be precise. 
 Gail is a breeder of these animals and 
runs a stud farm outside of Toodyay. 
She processes her own yarn, dying it in 
a delightful assortment of colours. She 
knits up kids’ beanies and scarves. To 
complement the home grown range, Gail 
imports a range of alpaca items such as 
jumpers, jackets, scarves and throws, 
mostly from South America. 
 Also for sale are toy bears for that 
collector out there – they are limited 

edition items – but maybe you might 
purchase one for that special baby. There 
are throw rugs and knee rugs and pillows 
and underblankets. It’s a fantastic store 
and one of its kind. And you just might 
chance upon Gail out the front of her 
shop spinning yarn on the wheel, which 
is practically a lost but certainly unusual 
skill these days. As she laughingly told 
me, one small child exclaimed to his 
mother, “There’s Sleeping Beauty.”

Across the road at Lady Raven, you’re 
greeted by a gathering of smiling 
golliwogs. Joanne Sherar just loves them 
so is happy to have them as a collection 
as well as an additional sale item. Joanne 
has owned this clothing business for two 
and a half years now and admits that 
she is new to retailing and is enjoying 
the challenges it brings. 
 She especially enjoys being available 
to assist customers in buying from the 
huge and in case you were wondering 
(considering the shop’s name) colourful 
selection of clothing. There is an 
excellent choice of garments for the 
plus size and also for sizes 8 to 12 and 
it’s all reasonably priced too. That’s why 
there’s a group of ladies from Perth who 
regularly come to shop there seeking 
something stylish and affordable. Joanne 
says that layering clothes suits our 
climate the best and there’s certainly 
no shortage of choice for that. There is 
jewellery on sale that complements the 
outfits. Joanne is about to embark on a 
Fashion Styling course to enhance the 
service she can provide for customers.
 The shop’s interior has an old world 
charm about it and, in a little room 

just behind the main one, is a rack of 
pre-loved clothing, the proceeds from 
which go to Animal Rescue in the Avon 
Valley. Joanne is always looking for 
ways to meet customer needs and is 
in the process of establishing a party 
plan facility. She also welcomes the 
idea of providing for fundraising effort 
by schools, clubs and charities. As many 
of you will already know, but just in case 
you don’t, when on the lookout for a new 
outfit, Lady Raven is worth a visit. 

There’s another boutique two doors 
down, The Blackmarket Shop, which 
offers a different range of clothing. 
Marrelle Boznich is rightly proud to 
inform me that she, with the assistance 
of her partner, Shane, have established 
the world’s only gangster themed fashion 
store. 
 The dressing rooms to the rear of 
the shop feature a red-carpeted open 
area where you can assess an outfit’s 
suitability and feel special at the same 
time. Huge photographs of the Godfather 
and the Sopranos adorn the walls 
and a display cabinet of gangster 
necessities adds to the attraction of this 
boutique. It’s entirely understandable 
that many customers want to have their 
photographs taken here and so Marrelle 
has organised this for a very reasonable 
$5. You can also add your photo to a wall 
of fame set up in the shop.

 The Blackmarket Shop sells clothing 
with attitude for both guys and gals. 
They have their own label and provide 
an amazing selection of T-shirts with 
screen prints designed by them to 
appeal to a wide range of tastes.  Their 
Devilgotyou brand complements the 
fashionable street wear brands, Unit 
and Fox. Marrelle says the tourist trade, 
especially at times like Moondyne, gives 
sales a boost but she relies on the locals 
to keep the business up and running.  
When I was interviewing, there were a 
couple of teenagers checking out the 
pants, skirts and tops on offer and a 
40-something lady had left earlier with 
a purchase. So, it’s clear that there’s 
something for everyone in this boutique.
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education

Bizzy Bees
If your child is three years old they may be interested in attending a Pre-Kindy 
Early Start program at school next term.

There will be lots of fun, educational activities for parents and children to 
share and enjoy.

The sessions will be in the Kindy building every Thursday morning from 
9.00 to 11.30am. Please bring one piece of fruit to share. Tea and coffee for 
parents will be supplied.

In order for your child to attend, they must have a parent stay with them at all 
times.

To register your interest please phone: 
Toodyay District High School on 9574 2296
(Cost for the term is $10.00)

TDHS P&C News
 
Nyaree Lawler

School Promotion
THE TDHS School Council has formed 
a School Promotion Group, which aims 
to increase community awareness of the 
school’s activities and promote the school’s 
achievements. It would also like to see 
more interaction between the school and the 
community. 
 Some of the ideas so far include: pamphlets 
outlining school options for upper primary 
school students thinking about high school, 
more activities involving the community and 
a school website. If you have any ideas for 
this group or would like to be involved in it, 
please contact Owen Catto on 9574 4682.
School Sports Faction Shirt
It’s nearly here! The School Council endorsed 
the style of shirt voted on at a P&C meeting 
and the students have voted for their choice 
of faction colours. Avon will remain green, 
Connor will now be red and Drummond will 
change to gold. The shirts will be on display 
at the school sports carnival in Term 3 and 
then will be available for order in Term 4 
ready to start 2012. 
Canteen
The P&C would like to thank Clare Love 
for her generous donation of a new electric 
frying pan for the canteen. Fried rice, 
lasagne, pikelets and fruit muffins are just a 
few of the tasty treats available every day at 
the canteen. Please continue to support this 
valuable, convenient service.

Would you like someone in particular to 
attend a P&C meeting as a guest speaker, 
or do you have a particular topic which you 
would like discussed? If so, please talk to 
Owen Catto on 9574 4682, or Nyaree Lawler 
on 9574 4772. 
 Next P&C meeting is Wednesday 17 
August, 7pm in the school staffroom.

Toodyay Playgroup 
and Baby Playgroup
TOODYAY Playgroup would like to say a 
big ‘Thank You’ to BAe Systems Personnel 
in the joint logistics unit at the Palmer 
Barracks Guildford who have raised over 
$500 in fundraising chocolates sales.  What 
an amazing effort!
 Welcome to Jessica Corbey who has joined 
our Committee and taken over as President 
of Toodyay Playgroup.
 Toodyay Playgroup is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9.30 – 11.30am at the 
Community Centre in Stirling Tce. New 
families are always welcome, please come 
along; it’s a great way to meet other parents, 
make new friends and allows little ones to 
socialise with other children (dads welcome 
too!)  Our playgroup is informal, set in a 
casual environment for you and your little 
ones to enjoy. And yes, we are open during 
school holidays!
 In addition to our regular sessions, we 
also have Baby Playgroup especially for 
babies (0-12 months). Baby Playgroup is 
held on Wednesday 9.30 – 11.30am.  All 
new mums and babies (and older siblings) 
are welcome to come along. This session is 
a great opportunity for mums to interact with 
other mums with access to a Child Health 
Care Nurse, information sessions and other 
facilities as needed.  So come along and join 
us.
 The Toodyay Toy Library has been 
incorporated into the Toodyay Playgroup 
and toys can now be borrowed by members 
of Toodyay Playgroup and Baby Playgroup.  
The cost is $2 per toy/fortnight. All money 
raised will be put back into the Toy Library 
to replace toys as needed.
 Any enquiries about Toodyay Playgroup 
and Baby Playgroup please call Jessica 
Corbey on 0408 128 156.

Lani McGeady A(dip)CBA CICB cert iv
State Organiser Cecchetti Ballet WA 

IT gives me great pleasure to announce 
Madelyn Sheahan (12-years-old) from 
Toodyay Ballet School has received her 
letter confirming she is shortlisted for the 
full time, level four programme at the 
Australian Ballet School in Melbourne next 
year having been chosen from hundreds 
of hopefuls from around Australia and 
overseas. 
 She first auditioned in 2009 and was 
accepted into the Interstate programme 
for gifted students. This entitled her to an 
invitation to travel to Melbourne once a year 
to take class with the after-school students 
at the Australian Ballet Centre. 
 The Australian Ballet School is the 
most difficult to be accepted into and the 
most prestigious ballet training centre in 
Australia, taking only 25-35 students from 
around the world as well as Australia into 
their level four, full time programme. 
 Maddi began her training when she was 
four turning five at the Toodyay Ballet 
School with Lani McGeady and has enjoyed 
many wins and placings at competitions in 
Perth and State Medal Tests. Not only is she 
a gifted ballerina but also a talented acrobat 
and modern dancer. She will now travel to 
Melbourne in August for a final audition and 
physical examination and then, if successful, 
will move to Melbourne with her family to 
train to be a professional, classical ballerina. 
 All the classical ballet students are busily 
working towards their exams for this year 
and their dedication, concentration and 
self-discipline make them an absolute joy 
to teach. Classical ballet is such a beautiful 
art form and the pleasure that these children 
give to their parents when they perform is 
obvious from the continual gratitude and 
generosity of the Toodyay Ballet School 
mums and dads. Classical ballet enables 
the students to accomplish easy transition 

Toodyay Ballet School News
into other genres such as 
modern and acrobatics, as 
we have discovered by our 
successes in these areas 
at Perth competitions. But 
I must say, the memories 
parents treasure are the 
little girls in tutus.
 We recently competed 
in Penrhos and St Marys 
competi t ions in  Apri l 
and  then  a t  Midva le 
c o m p e t i t i o n s  a  f e w 
weeks ago. Our youngest 
compet i tor,  Mckenzie 
Hogan, who started at 
competitions last year when 
she had just turned three, 
took home a third trophy in 

a huge Under 5 section in April and did it 
again a few weeks ago in June. The 10 years 
and under troupe (Erin Hall, Danielle Lucy, 
Alicia Leyland, Lily Blechynden, Whitney 
Mills, Lauren Evans, Hannah Gladwell, 
Brianah Horridge and Georgia Pankiw) 
received a 3rd place in the under 16 years 
section and then a second in the under 12 
section in June. The 12 and under troupe 
(Maddi Sheahan, Isla Cooke, Annaliese 
Arthur, Isabel Ferguson, Shaylee Mills, 
Ashleigh Pankiw, Ebony Toovey, Jasmine 
Watson and Emily Blechynden) received a 
second and a fourth in April and then a first 
in June. This year we had two students in 
the top 10 junior State Finalists at Midvale 
Dancequest competitions. Madelyn Sheahan 
and Shaylee Mills were so excited just to be 
chosen to compete in the finals for the cash 
prize of $350. All the students had a ball as 
usual and can’t wait till we travel down to 
Mandurah in July to take part in the 10 days 
of competition at the beautiful performing 
arts centre.
 I would like to send out a special thank 
you to all the dedicated and wonderful mums 
and dads who have been so supportive this 
year. We have had a busy start to the year. 
Not only did we have another beautiful 
studio built (under the expert guidance of 
Troy Hogan to whom we are all so grateful) 
but we also have ventured out further afield, 
taking classes at Dowerin and Quairading as 
well as full time here in Toodyay. 
 Lauren Smart has taken on the challenge 
of teaching the grateful students in these 
country towns and has already had two other 
offers to look at for next year. Lauren is a 
popular addition to the teaching staff and 
has become a cherished part of our Toodyay 
Ballet School family. 
 We look forward to bringing the joy 
of dance to many more families over the 
next few years as we continue to grow and 
expand the opportunities for local and other 
rural children and families.
 Keep stretching.

Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566

PHONE/FAX 9574 2922

0-12 YEARS -
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL

LOSE WEIGHT - FEEL GREAT
with

HERBALIFE
Calorie controlled weight management

programme
For personalised programme ring

Edith Welburn on 1800 818 289
email welburn@iinet.net.au
Or order your products at

Welburn@iinet.net.au

HI to all. Hasn’t the term just rocketed by?
 Each week, the parents volunteer their time 
to set up and run the circuit and it is fantastic 
to see kindy gym running so smoothly. The 
children have lots of fun with all different 
kinds of high energy activities. Everyone 
always enjoys the ribbons. Parents can enjoy 
the company of other parents while their 

Toodyay Kindy Gym 
children burn off some of that energy.   
 For our end of term outing we are going 
to the Toodyay Emu Farm on Friday 8 July 
from 10am.  See you all there!
 So, please feel free to join us having fun 
in a casual and relaxed atmosphere, every 
Friday during the school term down at the 
Sports Pavilion from 9.30am. Don’t forget 
that your first session’s free.
 For more information, call Jodiee 
(President) on 9574 4656.

Toodyay Garden 
Club

Gale Anderson
Secretary

OUR June visit to Esslemont was well 
received by members. It was very interesting 
to see how they process their oil and to 
wander through the elegant grove.
 Margaret and John have 40 acres. They 
planted 2,000 trees in 1999 and by 2000 
they had established their Esslemont Estate 
Olive Grove. In 2006 Organic Certification 
was achieved through NASAA. They 
have planted Mission, Frantorio and 
Leccino varieties for their oil content and 
compatibility to the Western Australian 
climate.
 The grove is fully irrigated but they only 
water during the hotter three months of the 
year and add fish and kelp fertilisers through 
the system during this time. All their trees 
are given good quality mulch which also 
helps sustain them.
 A contract harvester is brought in and 
olives are put into 500 kilo crates ready for 
shed production. They produce two and half 
tonne of oil a day.
 The auger feeds the olives to the mixer 
and, after about 25-30 mins, the oil bubbles 
and the paste is pumped into a decanter. 
Cycling extracts any water and the taps take 
the oil at about 200kg an hour. It is then 
bottled or poured into 20kg drums for sale.
 A small shop and tasting room is attached 
to the production shed. After tasting the oil, 
it was agreed by all that a lovely fruity taste 
fell on the palate from their extra virgin 
olive oil. It also had a lovely aroma.
 Marlene Adrijich, one of our members, 
had recently returned from Botswana and 
gave us a brief talk about her exploit of 
building a community hall for the village 
and how appreciative they were of the 
donations given to them from the people 
of Toodyay.
 A number of us then continued on 
and visited John White and Lyn Dyke’s 
property, Florabundance, and we were very 
surprised at what they have achieved in the 
last five years since our last visit. It was also 
a treat for those members who had never 
been before.
 The trees are just beautiful and their 
property is now a native parkland of 
splendour. You could see firsthand what your 
purchases can become. John propagates 
most of his own trees for the nursery and 
for Toodyay conditions. 
 The nursery had an abundance of plants 
for our members’ choice. Many found just 
what they had been looking for and it was 
great having John and Lyn to give us advice.
 A visit to Florabundance was a really 
lovely way to top the day off. 

• Offi ce open fi ve days a week
• Solicitor by appt. Mon, Tues & Wed
• Tenancy Advocate Mon, Tues & Wed

123 Fitzgerald Street Northam
PO Box 601 Northam 6401

T: 9622 5200
F: 9622 5700
E: admin@wheatbeltclc.com.au

Wheatbelt Community Legal Centre



Toodyay Hardware and Farm 
119 Stirling Tce, Toodyay 

Ph:  9574 2970 

 
Trading 
hours: 
Mon—Fri: 
7.30am to 
5.30pm 
Sat: 7.30am 
to 4.00pm 
Sun: 8.00am 
to 1.00pm  

Potting Mix 
25lt 

Richgro 
Moisture Plus 

$4.95 
 
 
 

Poultry Mix 
40kg 

$28.75 
 

Stockists of Onga 
pumps 
 
Agents for Hills 
Gas and West 
Coast Poly tanks 
 
 
 
Key cutting 
 
Stockfeed 
 
Potting mix 
 
Gas refills 
 
Hay 
 
Sheep manure 
 

  
 
 
Order your rainwater tanks  
now, avoid the delay 
 
The rain is coming! 
Order your seed and  
fertilizer now 
 
Look out for our 
Winter sale starting 
Monday 13th June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country Women’s 
Association

TOODYAY branch of Country Women’s 
Association celebrated their birthday on 
Thursday 23 June. Our early meeting was 
followed by an enjoyable Moroccan lunch 
before preparing our afternoon tea. After 
our afternoon tea, we all enjoyed camel 
races, competitions and the cutting of our 
birthday cake.
 Our thanks to Sandie Lee from Bee 
Happy Honey and to Stefanie Rijpstra, local 
Tupperware dealer, for their displays and 
advice on their products.
 And to all those who came along to help 
us to celebrate, we thank you and we hope 
you enjoyed the day as much as we did.
 We are now preparing for our State 
Conference to be held at Esperance; four 
ladies will be attending this year.
 Due to this Conference being on our 
meeting week, it was decided that our July 
meeting would be held on Thursday 21 July 
(not, as it would normally be, on 28 July.)
 Plans are going well for the float parade to 
celebrate Toodyay’s 175th with all our ladies 
to be taking part on the float. Watch out as 
we turn back the clock.
 For information on joining our Branch 
please contact President, Vivien Street, on 
9574 4871 or Secretary, Kath Haynes, on 
9574 2923.

Your local 

St John Ambulance 

needs volunteers!
E: sjatoodyay@bigpond.com

P: 9574 2390

Bob Adair 
For the Toodyay Christian Fellowship  

THIS is a question that people ask and, 
quite frankly, it is justified. 
 We live in an era where we are constantly 
bombarded with many perplexing issues 
and therefore many people find the God 
question difficult in sorting out the truth 
from fiction. But this one I believe is easily 
resolved because we can use logic to sort 
this one out.
 In our high-tech world, it’s very easy to 
think of a creator God as an old fashioned 
idea. Yet every complicated structure 
must have a designer and builder; none 
of man’s creations have ever happened 
spontaneously and even the worst of 
mankind’s inventions where created out 
of good motives, usually for the care and 
benefit of the human race. All of nature 
is absolutely controlled by the laws of 
physics, no theoretical big bang here; 
random and spontaneous anything does not 
exist. 
 At every point in the history of the 

Healing in the Hills 
Is there a God and if so what does He have to do with me? 

world mankind has had a clear need to 
communicate with a higher power. It is 
inbuilt into our DNA; there is a God gene. 
Ask anyone who is in life’s firing line.  
 And, if there is a loving God creator 
wanting the best for us, surely we should 
find out more about Him. It is clear that 
God wants to know us as individuals. He 
desires a personal relationship with us; 
history screams this fact.
 But what stops us being completely 
fulfilled spiritually (in constant touch with 
our God creator?) We can go to a doctor for 
physical help; we can seek a counsellor / 
friend for emotional strength. We are told 
that, to get the best results, ask questions 
and then follow advice. But where do we go 
for spiritual enlightenment? Christ claimed 
to be the answer; the church, with its many 
rituals and edicts, has tended to confuse the 
claims of Christ, so asking questions is the 
way to go. 
 However, you may not be a Church-goer 
so, to help you, we ask you to post your 
questions to PO box 1397, Toodyay or 
email to floravalley@bigpond.com.

Autumn Leaf

ON Monday 13 July, club members visited 
Mundaring Seniors Club. This was our 
first visit to them and we were greeted by a 
friendly crowd and, after morning tea, we got 
straight into playing carpet bowls.
 On Wednesday 22 July, we held our 37th 
birthday party but we only had a small 
attendance owing to the fact that a number 
were on holiday or down sick. Those who 
attended had a good time with plenty to eat. 
Thanks to Wes who made a very enjoyable 
cake.

Autumn Club
 On 13 July, we have a visit from the 
Northam Seniors Club; members are asked 
to come at 10am. On 22 July we will enjoy 
a visit from the Wanneroo Seniors Club.
 Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 27 
July so we ask all members to attend  to be 
sure of a quorum.
 At the weekend of 29 and 30 July we have 
our annual street raffle so come along and 
win a prize.
 We now have our official T-shirts to be 
worn when we visit other clubs or they  come 
to visit us.

Toodyay Music Club 
Jenny Edgecombe

WHAT is this ‘Music Club’?
 At a recent local function I realised 
that some readers never get beyond our 
club’s name, thinking that it is a club for 
listening to classical music. In fact, our 
evenings are a broad mix of many styles 
such as folk, country, blues and ‘popular’ 
music of different eras. The emphasis is on 
participation and enjoyment of each other’s 
singing and playing. 
 The result is a wonderfully varied concert 
each month, with beginners and seasoned 
performers all given the same high levels of 
interest and support. You can simply enjoy it 
as an audience member, join in the two sing-
along sessions or take a turn in performing 
as we go round the circle.
 The sing-along sessions this month 
included the new favourite, ‘Scarlet Town’, 
as well as ‘Walk Right Back’, ‘Keep on the 
Sunny Side’ and ‘I Am Australian’.
 The items might be funny, sad, satirical 
or nostalgic – you never know what to 
expect. The June meeting was no exception, 
although there is only space to give you a 
small sample here. 
 Peter,  Eileen,  Moya and Maurice 
showed their usual versatility, contrasting 
their comical ‘Knight in Rusty Armour’ 
(with ukulele backing) with a beautiful 
unaccompanied ‘Fields of Gold’. Allan’s 
rousing rendition of ‘The Glenborough 
Wool’ added an Australian flavour to the 
evening and Jeanette’s offerings included 
the lovely Isla Grant song, ‘Will You Walk 
With Me?’ Karen gave us some unusual and 
beautiful mandolin pieces, ‘Christ has Risen’ 
and ‘Nutmegs and Ginger’, both more than 
500 years old.
 Maurice’s ‘Tapestry’ and Joe’s ‘Twelve 
Thirty’ introduced melodious music from 
yet another era, while Jan, Eileen and 
Maurice’s impromptu ‘Yellow Bird’ was a 
very successful experiment.
 As always, Leila popped up everywhere, 
from ‘Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny’ on accordion, 
to backing Spencer and Teddy’s guitar and 
uke on her double bass for ‘You’re an Expert 
on Everything’, a song Spencer delightfully 
dedicated to Teddy.
 We welcomed another new performer this 

Continued Page 15
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Persecuti on of Bahá’ís
Adherents of religions have always been subject to persecuti on in the early 
days of their Faiths.  The Bahá’ís have been no excepti on and their suff ering 
has probably been greater than followers of any other Faith.  Since the birth 
of their religion in 1844, the Bahá’ís have suff ered all manner of persecuti on 
in Iran.  The Báb, the forerunner and harbinger of Baha’u’llah was executed 
in Tabriz in July 1850 and over 20,000 Bahá’ís were put to death in the early 
years aft er the incepti on of their Faith.  Aft er the Islamic revoluti on of 1979, 
over two hundred Bahá’í leaders were executed and the oppression and 
harassment of Bahá’ís became the policy of the state. According to the Bahá’í 
World News Service, the government’s hope through such policies was to see 
Iran’s 300,000 Bahá’ís vanish into obscurity. A secret memorandum signed 
by highest authoriti es in Iran came to light that outlined a plan to “block” 
the “progress and development” of the Bahá’í community. Government 
agencies, urged by the clergy, introduced regulati ons depriving young Bahá’ís 
from higher educati on. Subsequently Bahá’í students were expelled from 
universiti es. Bahá’í teachers and lecturers were also sacked and their pensions 
confi scated.
With nowhere else to turn, the Bahá’í community initi ated its own educati onal 
programmes by running training courses from the homes of teachers and 
lecturers.  As the latest acti on in Iran’s ongoing policy to keep its largest 
non-Muslim religious minority on the margins of society, in May 2011, raids 
were carried out on some 30 homes of Bahá’ís in diff erent citi es who were 
off ering educati on to young community members and several teachers 
and lecturers were arrested. The Principal Representati ve of the Baha’i 
Internati onal Community to the United Nati ons said on 25 May 2011 that 
the Iranian authoriti es are clearly determined to make it impossible for the 
Baha’i community to educate its youth whose opportuniti es are blocked by 
the state.
In the Nineteenth Century, Bahá’ís were put to death and their muti lated 
bodies were hung from the gates of towns and citi es.  At the threshold of the 
Twenty First Century, their persecuti on conti nues in a diff erent way.

Email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au or call 08 9330 6999

x
sales@northernlawnmower.com.au

Ph: 9302 2420     northernlawnmower.com.au

FOR ALL YOUR POWER EQUIPMENT  
CALL US TODAY!

Trash and Tranfser Pumps

Lawnmowers

Full range of Honda 
Generators available

Tillers

month, Caroline, presenting her own songs 
and we look forward to hearing more of her 
compositions. 
 Adam paid ‘my annual visit from 
Goomalling to sell Allan the new CD’ as he 
termed it, and his lovely harp items were, as 
always, most enjoyable. 
 This month, when an unexpected injury 
upset plans at the Killara Adult Day Care 
and Respite Centre at Northam, several of 
our members stepped in at short notice to 
spend a happy hour or so singing and playing 
guitar for the clients and staff. This was a 
very rewarding experience.
 The club’s August meeting features a rather 
broad theme of ‘Tragedy and Comedy’.  
Although someone quipped that this would 
apply to most of our usual repertoire, I do 
know that people are working on new songs 
and plenty of surprises.
 We meet on the second Friday of each 
month at the CWA Hall. Next Meeting: 7pm 
Friday 8 July. 
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance is welcome, so long as it is 
‘acoustic’. For further information phone  
Teddy or Spencer on 9574 4492.

Toodyay Music Club cont. from Page 14

From the Pavilion
(Avon Wood Turners)

Max Heath
Convenor

HI there from the Pavilion.
 Well, by the time you read this, we will be 
on our way back from the Postie Ride – still 
in one piece we hope.
 I would like to thank David Eyres for his 
donation of a bowl for our Postie raffle. A 
lot of people commented on this piece of 
turning.
 Bill Beswick and Terry Hood have been 
flat out with the club project, a few others 
have been turning while the rest of us have 
tackled a cleanup of the timber we have had 
stored at the pavilion..
 We were given a load of burls and I would 
like to thank Bruce Sharman for these. To 
stack these, we needed to sort out our timber 
and eventually chucked out a couple of ute 
loads of wood only suitable for the fire. The 
rest is nicely stacked away. We have so much 
wood at the moment that it has been decided 
that we will take some down to a meeting 

of the Western Australian Wood Turners’ 
Association and let our city cousins have 
some. We have a lot of other timber promised 
to us as well.
 As Mildred and I are going to be away for 
a while, we had our meeting on 12 June, 
followed by a sausage sizzle lunch. The 
women brought along a great array of salads 
and all had a good time.
 Well, that’s about all from the pavilion for 
now. Remember, if you want any information 
about wood turning, contact me, Max Heath, 
on 9574 2069. 
 Cheers for now.

Toodyay Spinners
Phil Lansell
Secretary

THE club would like to welcome a new 
member, Judy, and hope you enjoy yourself 
with us.
 A few members went to a spin-in at 
Dianella and some were lucky enough to 
win some prizes. At Atwell House, a lady 
had made a scarf out of teabag strings and 
we were delighted to see that, at Dianella, 
there were two items made out of the same 
material.
 Share table: Glynne made a ball of Umay in 
black/silver; Vicki made a scarf (from Kaz) 
which was woven; Margaret Mastalerz hand-
spun and dyed alpaca with crystals to make 
a skein in a blue colour; Vicki also made a 
skein by spinning and plying. This was her 
first attempt. WELL DONE, Vicki; Carol 
Davidson made a skein of llama fleece in a 
grey. Jan made a felted square, lattice play 
with ribbons, in dark brown. Lois decorated 
some scissor covers. Carol Bennington 
hand-knitted a scarf with a pattern in a coral 
colour. Mavis crocheted a baby blanket in 
baby commercial wool. Jan made a skein in 
black llama and I, Phil, crocheted two baby 
cot blankets, one in pink and the other in blue 
in baby commercial wooll – both done in the 
V-pattern.
 The club meets every Wednesday between 
approximately 9am and midday at Parkers 
Cottage in the Toodyay Showgrounds. We 
also meet on the second Saturday of the 
month at the same time and place.
 For more information, please phone the 
President on 0407 429 047 or Secretary on 
9574 2015.

Desraé Clarke

LENTILS are a great legume to use as they 
don’t need soaking like dried beans, split 
peas, etc, so a meal can be very quickly 
put together. This soup’s flavour is really 
enhanced by using bacon bones in the 
cooking. Remember to give the bones a good 
wash prior to using them as the washing will 
remove any tiny chips of bone that may be 
adhering to them. I like to double the quantity 
of the ingredients shown below so as to make 
enough to freeze for another delicious meal. 
A finishing touch to this inexpensive, tasty 
and nutritious meal is to have it served with 
crusty bread!

Ingredients:
 1 carrot
 1 onion
 1 stick of celery
 15gm butter 
 250gm red lentils
 250gm bacon bones
 400gm tin crushed tomatoes
 1 litre water
 2 beef stock cubes
 Freshly ground pepper
 2 tablespoons freshly chopped parsley
 Crusty bread for serving

Recipe Corner
Lentil and Bacon Soup

Method:
 Peel and chop carrot, onion and celery.
 Heat the butter in a saucepan and saute 
the vegetables (cook gently till the onion is 
transparent).
 Add the remaining ingredients except the 
pepper, parsley and crusty bread and simmer 
(bubble very gently) on a low heat for 1½ 
hours stirring every so often. If the soup 
sticks a little, turn your heat down even more.
 Remove the bacon bones and discard them.
 Season the soup with a little pepper.  
 Sprinkle with the chopped parsley and 
serve with crusty bread.
 Bon appétit!



when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets 12 ½ to 17 year olds, male and female. 
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. Friday 6:30pm 
to 9:30pm, during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets first Tuesday of the month, 7pm at The Old Police Station in 
Duke St Sth. For all interested in arts/crafts,  workshops. Enquiries 
to Wendy on 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
For breastfeeding information and the company of other mums. 
2nd Tuesday of month, Parent Information Centre, Gordon Street 
Northam 10am-noon. 4th Tuesday of month Toodyay Playgroup 
10am  - noon. Contact Louise for more details on 9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday, 1pm to 4pm. Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Contact Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of each month (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay Race 
Course. Contact: Sandra 9574 4429

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday of each month at Dept of Water,  
254 Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday every month , 8pm at the old engineers quarters  next 
to Northam Railway Museum, Fitzgerald Street Northam. Ph 9622 
1192 .

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Monthly meeting 4th Sunday 9am to 10pm, Workshops 2nd and 4th 
Sunday 9am - Wool Pavilion, Toodyay Sports Ground. 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire and Emergency 
Services Centre. Training 2nd Thursday of each month.

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
The next immunisation clinic: Call for details. Please call Sheree on 
9574 4577 to book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday of month from October to April, June and August, 
5pm at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday of each month, 1.30pm, C.W.A. 
Hall. New Members very welcome.

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
Third Tuesday of each month, 6pm at the PB Kirby Centre, cnr 
Gordon and Wellington Sts, Northam. New members welcome. 
Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 
for additional information.

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday, 1pm to 4pm at Butterly House. 
Contact Ida Edwards on 9574 2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 1st Saturday of month, 6pm at Julimar Fire Station followed 
by BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting, 10am, Julimar 
Fire Station.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. Every 
Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school holidays). 
Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 or Chere Rothwell 
9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7pm, Saturday mornings at 
8am at 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. New members welcome. Contact 
Cheryl Mustchin 9572 9556

MURDER MYSTERY CLUB
Meets Third Wednesday of the month beginning 17 August, Toodyay 
Library, 10am - 12noon. Ph Liz 9574 5967, Linda 9621 1620 or Dot 
0407 656 853

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday of month, Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday of each month  Council Chambers 7pm

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10am at Toodyay Telecentre.

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages. CWA Hall Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning. Contact Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am Ladies and senior men
TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the month. 
Please contact Dave Isbill 9574 4035 for location and time. 
TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz and Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, new 
studio. Ages from 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys. 9574 4459. 
Saturdays 9am - 2.30pm (except school holidays)
TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 14, 
6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm juniors, 5-6pm 
intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall
TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday of the month at 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is 
ready.)Phone 9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and 
volunteers to help run the station welcome.
THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Thursdays 7-9pm, St. Stephen’s Church Hall.
Contact: Peter  0421704429 or Trish  9574 4330
TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays)
School Library, 7pm
TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday of every month (Feb - Nov), Toodyay Race Course. 
Contact Tanzi 0427 859 493
TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday of each month  Duidgee Park  (near Newcastle Bridge) 
at 8am October to April and 9am May to September.  Enquiries  
9574 2578 
TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st Thursday of each month 10am.  Contact Gale 9574 4740 or 
Margaret 9574 5885 for next club venue. 
TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage
TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays), 3.30 - 7pm. Anglican Church Hall. 
Contact Alison on 0409 295 369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays), Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion. Contact: Jodee 9574 4656
TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month Hotel Freemasons
TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday each month (except Jan)
Masonic Hall, Fiennes St, 7.30pm
TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enquiries 9574 
4462
TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets at 6176 Toodyay Road on Thursday mornings. Phone Geoff 
Ebdon on 9574 4568
TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 10.30am
Enquiries phone Felicity on 9574 4254.
TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday of the Month from 7pm
CWA Hall.  Contact Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492.
TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
3rd Saturday each month,  at CWA Hall 7pm. Enquiries to President 
on  9574 2560 or Secretrary on 6364 3609. Visitors and new 
members will be made very welcome.
TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday each month commencing 6pm Toodyay Police Station 
(General Meeting bi-monthly - Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, Dec) 
Enquiries 9574 2212
TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Playgroup Hall, 
Community Centre, Brenda Hutchinson 9574 4489
TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
(INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris Ballam 
(Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.com.

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday of February, May, August and November, Anglican 
Hall, 1.30pm

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday from 9am Parkers Cottage. 
President: CArol Worrell 0407 429 047; Secretary: Phil Harmer 
9574 2015

TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH RSL
1st Saturday of February, April, May, July, September (AGM) and 
November  at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John 9574 5681

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM.
12.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Freemasons Hotel.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday and Friday (varies). 
Contact Prim on 9574 2490 for details.

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday of each month Fire Station, 8pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am, St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Centre. 9574 4184

In Days Gone By
How things in Toodyay 
changed after the War.

Ron E. Waters

HOW things in Toodyay and the State 
changed after the War. In the old days you 
could take produce such as eggs and butter 
to the grocery shop and you wouldn’t have 
to pay much cash for your groceries. 
 The Grocer would wrap your groceries in 
brown paper and tie it up with string, or put 
some of your groceries in brown paper bags. 
 Then the laws were changed and you had 
to sell your eggs to the WA Egg Marketing 
Board and you couldn’t sell butter unless you 
had the water laid on to where you milked 
your cows, and you had to buy a milking 
machine and have cement floors built.
 I used to sell oranges, apricots and 
vegetables to the vegetable shop for cash 
out of the till, but things changed so you 
were paid by cheque. You could sell rabbits 
for cash once but that changed and you had 
to be paid by cheque. This was because 
the Tax Department had to find out how 
everyone was making a living. If you 
were working for wages your boss had 
to keep some of your money every week 
to buy tax stamps which he stuck on a  
Tax Sheet. Farmers and Shop Keepers had 
to keep strict records of sales.  
 My dad, Albert Waters, was a tax agent in 
Toodyay, and an insurance agent as well as 
being a farmer. He had an office in the grocer 
shop in Toodyay and he used our lounge 
room at home to meet clients and do their tax 
returns. As 90% of the Toodyay people were 
his cousins he had to be very strict, and at the 
bottom of the tax return he had to put whether 
the people’s information was correct, so he 
mostly put not sure, to safeguard his name 
and his business. 
 I remember when wool prices jumped 
from thirty and forty pence a pound (lb) to 
240 pence a lb, Dad said to one of his clients 
that had a big wool clip ‘what have you got 
in the way of expenses to claim against the 
big tax bill you will get’ and the client said 
‘the only thing I have to buy is horse shoes’. 
Another client of Dad’s sold his small farm 
in Toodyay and bought land  further north 
and was still using his horses to put in his 
crop and that first season he grew a very 
heavy wheat crop right when wheat prices 
jumped from 40 pence a bushel to 60 pence 
a bushel. Dad asked him what expenses have 
you got to claim against the hugs tax bill 
you will get, and he said ‘I grow my own 
hay to feed my horses, and I only bought 
one set of plough shears’. But after all these 
people that had huge tax bills there was some 
money left over and that was the start of  
Toodyay people and people in our State 
businesses starting to grow, and so cars, 
tractors and trucks were being bought. 
 There was not a lot of money in mining 
those days, and wheat, wool and rabbit 
skins were the biggest export from WA Even 
though we don’t like paying taxes, the tax 
money keeps our country doing well. Even 
Dad and Gran had some good wheat crops 
and a good wool clip so Dad bought a ute and 
didn’t have to drive a horse and sulky to town 
or ride a push bike anymore. Before Dad got 
the ute he got the Toodyay Taxi  to take Gran 
to vote down at Miss McCluney’s place, as 
she couldn’t get up in the sulky, and when 
she came home we said to Gran ‘what did 
you see down the road’ and she said ‘nothing 
the taxi went too fast’. She had never been 
in a car before. 

Did You Know?
In July 1954, a meeting of 
farmers was held to discuss 
the setting up of an effective 
fire fighting organization in 
Toodyay. Keable D. Lee was 
appointed Chairman, and 
Alfred John Pedder, Secretary. 
The Chief Officer and 9 control 
officers were elected. (From 
The long Toodyay Chronology, 
Part 3, 1951-2000 [not yet 
published]. Toodyay Historical 

Society Inc.)
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public notices
First Aid

Senior First Aid Course
Next St John Ambulance First Aid course is 
at Bolgart on Sat / Sun 13 and 14 August.
 Registrations for Bolgart, contact Valerie 
Cale on 9627 5248 or in Toodyay, Jenny 
Willgoss on 9574 2455.
 So come on all you people from Bolgart 
and surrounds. This course has come to you 
so take advantage for your safety and for 
your workplace.

Birthdays
Margaret Sutton Matthew Fleay
Joseph Fleay Jenny Willgoss
Graham Mills Lesley Sloper
Bill Myers Rose Myers
Doreen Watson Siobhan Orgles
Hannah Morrison Jack Hide
Chelsea Phelps Melinda Marston
Doris Martin Ray Martin
Melinda Pogson Lauren Smart
Laurie Beech Norm Smith

Melinda Marston

Anniversaries
To My Beautiful
Happy 10th Anniversary for 6 July and many 
more happy years to come.
 Who would have thought that at our high 
school reunion we would have met again 
after 27 years apart?
 You make each day a SPECIAL day and 
THANK YOU for everything!
 Your loving wife

Sandy

Margaret & Keith Gill
Max & Mildred Heath

Michael & Sandy Mijota

AVAS
Brass Tacks and Fabrication
A retrospective exhibition of artworks by 
realist artist Pearl Rogers from Toodyay will 
be on display from 3 – 31 July. Come and 
view renowned West Australian watercolour 
artist, John Ainsworth’s works, held in the 
Old Post Office Gallery, Northam Arts 
Centre. 

Eisteddfod 2011 Festival
The Eisteddfod Week starts Sunday 14 
August through to Wednesday 17 August. 
Audience admission to Eisteddfod venues 
will be as follows: Any session $2, children 
under five are free and no charge for 
Eisteddfod entrants. The Eisteddfod 2011 
Festival Concert commences at 2pm sharp on 
Sunday 21 August with audience admission 
costs: Family $20, Adults $6 and Students/
Concession $4. Light refreshments will be 
on sale during the interval. 
Meditation
Meditation sessions with Gail Feely will be 
held every Monday in the Old Post Office 
Gallery, Northam Arts Centre at 8am. The 
cost is $7 per session or $30 for six Mondays.  
ASAP
The After School Art Project for young 
people is held at the Old Girl’s School every 
Friday 1-3pm and 3-5pm. Book with AVAS. 
AVAS Support
Katie Stewart of Irishtown has written her 
first novel, ‘Treespeaker’, a fantasy ebook 
about belonging, balance and belief. It’s 
an adult fantasy but suitable for anyone 
12+. Available now from Amazon and 
Smashwords.
Mainly Music
‘Mainly Music’ is held at St. John’s Parish 
Hall, Wellington Street on Thursdays 
9.30am. $4 per family and morning tea 
supplied. Contact Pam 9622 5220.  

Raffle Results
Pre-Easter Raffle
Apologies for not getting these in earlier.

1st Prize  Basket of Paper Goods 
Jim and Tine Short

2nd Prize  Money Tree 
Glen Cook

3rd Prize  Candle Holder 
Sandra Russell

 Thanks to Kerry Gregory for donations to 
Basket and the Plant

Raffle Results for Postie Bike, RFDS and 
Toodyay Lions 
1st Prize  Load of Wood 

K. Hug 
2nd Prize  Wood turned Bowl 

Shaun
3rd Prize  Wood turned Pen 

Tom
 Thanks to Gavin and Avon Donegan for 
load of wood and David Eyres for the Bowl.

Annual General 
Meetings

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
The Club’s Annual General Meeting is to be 
held at the CWA Hall on 16 July commencing 
7pm and will include the exciting launch 
of the NEW Toodyay Naturalists’ Club 
logo! Eva and Don Smith will follow with 
a delightful presentation on the history of 
the Malleefowl Preservation Group and the 
unique characteristics and lifestyle of the 
Malleefowl. 

St John Ambulance
The St John Ambulance AGM will be held 
on Tuesday 26 July, 2011 commencing at 
6.30pm at the Sub Centre, 120 Stirling Tce, 
Toodyay.

General
2Jers
The next casino trip (Christmas in July) 
will be on 11 July. Come along and have a 
great day.
 For more information, please ring Ida on 
9574 2858

Card Games
Following several inquiries, we are seeking 
expressions of interest from people interested 
in all forms of card games to meet once a 
week.  Day to be decided by the majority.
 It is envisaged that people with good 
knowledge of Bridge, Euchre, etc would 
pass their skills on.  General card games and 
Canasta would also be included.  To register 
your name and day preferred, please contact 
the Toodyay Community Resource Centre 
on 9574 5357, Bel on 9574 2396 or email 
Toodyay@crc.nat.au.

Veronica Dymond

FATHER John Chokolich, the Catholic parish 
priest in Toodyay from 1958 to 1967, died on 
3 June aged 94. 
 He had been sent by his parents from 
Croatia, aged seven, to live with his uncle in 
Wanneroo, where he attended school until he 
was thirteen and helped in his uncle’s market 
garden. 
 Father John will be remembered by many 
Toodyay residents for his enthusiasm for 
everything he was involved in. It is difficult 
to pick what was his top priority when he 
arrived in Toodyay – the church (now a private 
residence) was in a desperate state of disrepair. 
Equally, much to his dismay, there was no 
basketball for the youngsters of the district.
 He spent some time encouraging the 
parishioners and others of the wide area 
he was covering (Baker’s Hill, Toodyay, 
Jennacubbine) of the need to build a new 
church. Suffice it to say, in the first year he 
developed, not one, but six, basketball teams 
which he organised and coached throughout 
his time here. Not quite so rapidly, but 
nevertheless successfully, the present Catholic 
church of St John the Baptist was opened in 
1962.
 Amongst all his priestly achievements, 
which included studies in Rome on Canon 
Law and Pastoral Theology, Father John 
was also a good player in several sports. 
Immediately after the Second World War he 
played in Europe for the RAF soccer team as 
goalkeeper; the team won the inter-services 
competition for two consecutive years. 
 ‘Chocks’, as he was fondly known by many, 

Obituary
Popular Toodyay Priest Dies

was stranded in Rome because the war broke 
out during his studies before his ordination 
in 1941; he could not return to Australia 
until 1946. He volunteered as chaplain in the 
British RAF after the liberation of Rome in 
1944 with particular responsibilities for the 
spiritual welfare of the thousands of Croatians 
employed by the RAF in North Africa as 
well as other Croatian and Italian prisoners 
of war. An event he was proud to tell was the 
Christmas Mass of 1944 which he celebrated 
with a congregation of 2000 service men and 
women.
 A recognition that Fr John was very proud of 
was his Honorary Pioneer of Wanneroo award 
given for his early involvement as a youngster 
and later as a priest. At his own request he was 
buried from St Anthony’s Catholic Church 
there, having been priest there for his first 
(as part of Osborne Park parish) and his last 
appointment.
 I kept in touch with Fr John over the last 
thirty years; despite several heart problems 
he remained active until the last few months. 
 In 1997 Fr John funded one of the two new 
stained glass windows in the side chapel of 
the present church. He never lost his love of 
Toodyay, confidently stating that the closest 
one could get to heaven and still have feet 
on the ground was a specific (I regret, I can’t 
remember which one) hole on Toodyay Golf 
course. 
 In the last couple of years, Father John wrote 
his memoirs in which he talks about the great 
gifts many people brought to his life. His 
final words of farewell in his memoirs were, 
“Thank you all and may God love you.” 

Anne Skinner

IF you are anything like me, you have begun 
to notice the number of grey hairs seemingly 
multiplying overnight. And why is it, can 
someone tell me, that men with grey hair 
look distinguished, while we women just 
look older? 
 I’ve started to read all the adverts that advise 
the older women on the best anti-wrinkle face 
cream to use. I’ve even begun to believe some 
of their lies. I have a friend who tells me she 
uses ‘Spak-filler’ to save time. It’s just not fair; 
getting ready to go out takes so much longer 
these days and I’m sure my mirror is faulty. 
Either way I’m sure it lies. 
 Don’t get me wrong, I’m quite happy to be 
60-something, it’s just that my heart and my 
brain think I’m 30 and my problem is my body 
can’t do all the things my heart wants to do 
anymore. 
 I go, as often as I am able, to the ‘Over 50s 
Exercise Group’ that meets at the Pavilion but 
very often my body wishes I hadn’t bothered. I 
often get disheartened when I see those ladies 
that have a few more years on me springing 
around while I perspire (sorry, glow) like 
Niagara Falls. I’m the only one with a trendy 
head band. Someone kindly told me I really 
must be doing a great work-out, to be glowing 
so well. I only wish. I have so many great 
intentions, to walk our dog a couple of miles 
a day, it’s just that he is so much older than 
me, I haven’t the heart.
 It’s such a shame youth is wasted on the 
young. If only I had known what I now know 
while I was young; it just doesn’t work out 
that way. Someone wisely said “Life is hard, 
and then you die.” What a bleak outlook!
 Here is a thought for you. Growing old is 
mandatory, growing up is optional. I read that 
somewhere and stuck it away in my useless 
information file. But, you know it is true. My 
husband, although much older than me (sorry 
dear) still has the heart of a child in many ways. 
He still likes to play tricks when he’s feeling 
up to it, loves to confuse our grandchildren 
with false/truths. You know, like the story 
of froglettes and the one-eyed monster that 
prowls at night looking for naughty children. 
Well, I like to confuse them with the truth. Yes, 
they didn’t believe me when I told them they 
were being obstreperous. They laughed and 
said I was being silly, until I proved to them 
I was telling the truth. Even the 8-year-old 
was impressed, and read it for herself: ‘noisy, 

My View turbulent and unruly.’ So there! Believe it or 
not, young people, we oldies have brains. 
 Shop assistants, please take note. Just 
because our heads are covered with different 
shades of snow doesn’t mean we have frozen 
brains. I am, however, not speaking generally; 
it seems to be the very young that have very 
little time for us older generation. Having 
hindsight of age in that time seems to have 
stolen the respect that was once given to the 
older generation; more’s the pity.
 My husband and I have just spent the last 
two weeks visiting two lots of friends who 
have made the commitment to care for their 
elderly parents. Both these folk are 96 and 
almost 102 years young. I say young because 
they are still here in the present, with thoughts 
and opinions that we found to be important 
to hear. They remembered things that we had 
long ago forgotten, important things that made 
their lives interesting and different. They lived 
in the war years where living had a very real 
meaning. People were dying around them; 
life and survival were harsh realities. These 
two people still had a sense of humour despite 
their failing health and here, I believe, was 
their secret. They are still loving living and 
caring right up to the time they should leave 
this place. We can live or be alive, but not 
really be living. It’s all a question of choice 
or outlook.
 Now I can hear some ask, what about those 
with disabilities? Dare I suggest that they can’t 
really live? No, that is not what I’m saying. 
Living is a state of mind. Life is so short, we 
only get one try at it and we really need to 
make the most of it, as much as we are able. 
 None of us can help getting older but we 
don’t have to get old. I know the saying 
“You’re only as old as you feel.” Boy, there 
are some mornings I feel positively ancient. 
I don’t want to live waiting to die; I have so 
much more I would like to achieve. Things 
I would like to try. Places I would like to go 
to. I just pray my body will keep up with my 
mind and not let me down. If it does become 
frail and this tent becomes too shapeless or 
too weak, I pray my mind will continue on 
living in the here and now and that I will be 
of some importance to someone somewhere. 
God willing.
 So next time you see one of us more mature 
folk, smile and say, “G’day, how you doing?” 
Wait and see what they have to say; it may be 
worth your while.

COW 
MANURE

FOR SALE
$160 PER 3.5 
tonne load
Delivered within 10km
radius of Toodyay Town

FANTASTIC FOR 
YOUR GARDEN
Ph: 9574 2339

AVON VALLEY PEST
CONTROL
(P.H.D. LIC 655)

PO Box 18
Toodyay

Telephone
9574 2639

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL REQUIREMENTS

Chris Openshaw


