
Beth Frayne
Toodyay Historical Society

150 YEARS ago, Newcastle (ie the current 
town of Toodyay) was created! On 1 October 
1860, a Proclamation was issued by the 
Governor, Arthur Edward Kennedy, that 
a new town was established in the Avon 
District and was to be called the town of 
Newcastle. Newcastle was named after the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies at that 
time, Henry Pelham-Clinton, Lord Lincoln, 
Duke of Newcastle. His connection lives on 
our street names. 
 At a small ceremony held at the Toodyay 
Visitors Centre on 1 October, Shire President, 
Kevin Hogg, presented Toodyay Historical 
Society President, with a commemorative 
certifi cate containing a reproduction of the 
original proclamation.
 Kevin spoke about the proclamation and 
the various signifi cant anniversaries that 
occurred in 2010: the 100th Anniversary of 
the Toodyay Town Hall (now the Toodyay 
Memorial Hall; the railway coming through 
town in 1960; and the referendum to change 
the name to Toodyay (1910).
 He thanked the Toodyay Historical Society 
for realising the sesquicentenary of the event, 
Sam Mastrolembo, Shire Deputy CEO, for 
organising the ceremony at short notice and 
Moss Wilson, Shire Heritage Offi cer, for 
creating the memorial certifi cates. 
 Len Leeder, after thanking Kevin and the 
Shire for commemorating the anniversary, 

Happy 150th Birthday, Toodyay Town!

mentioned that 1 October was also the 
birthdate of his father who was born in 
Toodyay 103 years prior. He also thanked 
Beth Frayne for prompting all of the 
occasion.
 The beginning of Newcastle wasn’t a 
blank canvas though. Nine years before, 
in August 1851, the 45½ acre site of the 
Toodyay Convict Hiring Depot had been 
determined, two miles upstream from 
old Toodyay, having been recommended 
by Resident Magistrate Joseph Strelley 
Harris. The site was a farmlet apparently 
owned by Thomas Harrington. By 1860, 
there was quite a large settlement of buildings 
making up the Depot and Pensioners’ 
Village. It even had a cricket ground, laid 
out in 1855.
 However, in 1860, the Depot was closed, 
having been in that state since 1857, to save 
costs for the Colonial Government.

 A flood in 1859 while surveyors were 
marking new allotments in old Toodyay 
probably sealed the old town’s fate, as 
damage from such natural events at that site 
was not uncommon. Word must have got 
out about the new town before the offi cial 
Proclamation as the Toodyay, Northam, 
and Victoria Plains  Agricultural Society 
was petitioning the Governor for a bit of 
land at the Depot in June 1860. They were 
successful, too, although we haven’t quite 
identifi ed yet what bit of land they were 
given. At the same time, the Society also 
pushed for a bridge over the Avon at the 
Depot site. Joseph Walton’s tender of 1100 
pounds to build that bridge was accepted and 
reported on 7 August.
 Twenty 1/2 acre allotments were initially 
surveyed for the new town, and auctioned 
on 3 October. William Penphrase 
Tregoning, licensee of the Stirling 
Arms in Guildford, bought three 
of these allotments at that auction 
and didn’t waste any time in 
making use of them. On 24 
October, he called for tenders 
to build a 15-room House at 
Newcastle, which he later named 
the Newcastle Hotel (the current 
Freemasons’ Hotel.) So the new 
town was up and running. 
 The following year saw work 
commence on a church and 
public gaol and the new bridge 
was completed. The Agricultural 

Society held its fi rst Show in Newcastle in 
1861. More convicts arrived in the Colony in 
1861 and 1862, so the Depot was reopened 
in 1862. One hundred years ago (1910) the 
name of Newcastle was changed to Toodyay, 
and old Toodyay to West Toodyay. 
 So quite a thriving community at the 
start and nothing has changed! We are still 
thriving in our beautiful valley. So, Happy 
150th Birthday, Toodyay Town. We look 
forward to the next 150 years.
 Sources: local history publications, 
including The Long Toodyay Chronology 
(Part 1), and contemporary newspaper 
reports from the National Library of Australia 
website, Historic Australian newspapers, 
1802 to 1954 (http://newspapers.nla.gov.au/
ndp/del/home).

Len Leeder receives the certifi cate from 
Kevin Hogg

Members of the Toodyay Historical Society with Shire 
President, Kevin Hogg, Deputy CEO, Sam Mastrolembo 

and Heritage Offi cer, Moss Wilson
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Grant Scobie

TWO reports into the Toodyay bushfi re, one 
of the most damaging bushfi res in the State’s 
history in terms of the severity of the fi re and 
loss of property, were released by the Fire 
and Emergency Services Authority (FESA) 
on 14 September 2010.
 The Major Incident Review (MIR) into the 
bushfi re which occurred on 29 December 
2009 is part of standard practice following 
a signifi cant event.
 In the MIR, FESA was given a glowing 
report with the proviso that it must learn the 
well-earned lessons from the event and not 
become complacent. The report highlighted 
a range of issues which need to be addressed.
 Some of the recommendations and lessons 
will require substantial change to long-
held practices, others will have resource 
implications while some will require 
sustained effort and demand grappling with 
complex issues.
 The report has suggested that the 
recommendations be implemented as soon 
as practicable and without prevarication.
 FESA has stated that it will working to 
make the necessary changes to improve its 
operational effectiveness.
 FESA also released its investigative report 
into the origin and cause of the Toodyay 
bushfi re.
 Fire Investigation Offi cer Gary Baxter said 
to ensure that every avenue of inquiry had 
been thoroughly exhausted interstate experts 
were called in to conduct a peer review to 
examine all aspects of FESA’s work.
 Mr Baxter said it was FESA’s conclusion 
that the fi re was accidental and the cause was 
electrical.
 “All potential causes have been eliminated 
other than electricity which may have started 
the fi re in two ways, either through power 
pole failure or an unknown foreign airborne 
object contacting the conductors,” he said.
 Mr Baxter said as part of the quality 
assurances process, FESA had provided a 
draft copy of its report to EnergySafety to 
review prior to its release.

More Bush Fire Reports 
Released

 Copies of the reports can be found on the 
FESA website at www.fesa.wa.gov.au.
 In response, Western Power Managing 
Director, Doug Aberle, said the FESA report 
into the 2009 Toodyay fi re does not change 
the view held by Western Power that it was 
not liable for the fi re. As Western Power has 
consistently said where the failure of its asset 
is clearly identifi ed as the cause of the fi re it 
will look to resolve claims. 
 “I am pleased to see that FESA made a 
thorough analysis of possible causes of the 
fi re and eliminated all but two, namely power 
pole failure and foreign objects” (on page 
19). “I also note that taking into account eye 
witness statements that indicate that power 
pole 43 was standing after the fi re started, 
FESA was unable to conclusively determine 
that pole failure was the cause of the fi re.
 “FESA’s report did note the conditions on 
the day of the fi re were some of the worst 
seen in Western Australia in recent years and 
therefore concluded it was also possible that 
the fi re was caused by ‘an unknown foreign 
airborne object contacting the conductors’.
 “FESA’s report has not been able to 
establish the exact point of the fi re’s origin 
or form a conclusive view on how the fi re 
started.
  “I understand the ongoing distress being 
experienced by people affected by the fi re 
and Western Power will continue to work 
with government to explore opportunities to 
bring about an early resolution of the issue”, 
Mr Aberle said.
 Meanwhile, the State Opposition read the 
results of the report in a different light.
 Eric Ripper, MLA, the Leader of the 
Opposition, stated that the MIR confi rmed 
that Western Power’s electrical equipment 
caused the fi re.
 “It’s time for the Barnett Government to 
face the reality and pay compensation to the 
victims of the bushfi re,” he said.
 The Premier, Colin Barnett, said recently 
that he was hopeful of finalising details 
of a compensation package for uninsured 
and underinsured victims of the fi re. An 
announcement should be made on Monday, 4 
October (after the Herald has gone to press.)

INTERESTED residents of Toodyay are 
forming a new community group that will be 
part of a pilot project rolling out across rural 
WA. The Living Communities programme 
is designed to build resilience in rural 
communities reducing their vulnerability to 
changing economic circumstances, climatic 
conditions, government policy and other 
external factors.
 The programme, already running in 
Goomalling, is also due to commence in 
Wagin and Northampton. The local Toodyay 
group, in partnership with the not-for-profi t 
developers of the programme, Living 
Towns, will now endeavour to fi nd funding 
to offi cially start the seven stage programme.
 A key plank of the programme is to 
strengthen a community’s economy by 
encouraging local enterprise to plug 
economic leaks; the fi nancial and social 
capital that leaves an economy. Living 
Towns Executive Director and Toodyay 
resident, Greg Winning, said that stopping 
these leaks can have signifi cant long-lasting 
benefi ts for a rural community.
 Toodyay households alone spend about 
seventy million dollars a year. If ten percent 
more of this money could be spent with 
locally owned businesses rather than in Perth 
or Northam, then that seven million dollars 
is more than the current total annual spend 
of day tourists in Toodyay.
 “Imagine the impact on businesses 
currently operating in Toodyay and the 
potential for more businesses if there was 
seven million more dollars circulating every 
year in the local economy,” Mr Winning 
said.
 The pilot programme will be a partnership 
between members of the community and 
Living Towns. “We (Living Towns) need 
to test our model. We need to understand 
how it works under different circumstances 

Toodyay to Become Part of Rural 
Resilience Pilot Programme

in different towns with different needs so 
we can secure funding to roll it out in every 
town across Australia,” Mr Winning said.
 The community’s role in the partnership 
means the opportunity for professionally 
facili tated community development 
workshops, an extensive economic audit of 
the town and business mentoring that will 
contribute to building a more resilient local 
economy.
 The findings of the audit will enable 
entrepreneurs to see the economic 
opportunities in Toodyay and encourage 
them to begin to develop businesses to 
capitalise on those opportunities, generating 
and retaining more wealth in the town.
 “We confuse a lot of ideologues with our 
approach,” Mr Winning said. “We believe 
enterprise and business is the best way for 
rural communities to become independent 
and less reliant on government but, at the 
same time, believe that enterprise can be 
about providing a community good, not just 
a profi t. That’s why many of the enterprises 
that can come out of a programme such as 
this can be community based or not-for-
profi t social enterprises.
 “If you want ‘inside-the-box’ thinking with 
Living Communities you’ll be disappointed. 
This is about unleashing the power of 
local people to solve their own problems 
through innovation and creativity and, in 
my experience, they are more than capable 
of doing that, they just need the vehicle to 
get them there.”
 Mr Winning said that residents of Toodyay 
can participate in the project on many levels 
including being involved in the driving 
committee or several of the workshops, 
surveys and events that will be conducted 
during the programme.
 For more information, contact Greg 
Winning, Living Towns, on 0421 995 019.
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AQUARIUS
FREIGHT

Water carrier in the
Shire of  Toodyay &

surrounding districts

WATER SUPPLIES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock

15,500 litre capacity
Contact Kevin Hogg

9574 2044
Mobile 0427 742 043

TOODYAY 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 
SERVICES

Remedial Massage with 
Brianne Hitchcock
by appointment

DEAN BUTLER

Weekdays

Ph: 9574 4445

ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

Vino 2010
Karen Jacomelli

THE stage was truly set when Arts Toodyay 
and Coorinja Winery collaborated in a 
perfect blend of a historically signifi cant 
winery setting with local artists’ exhibition. 
 Sharon Boxal l ,  President  of  Arts 
Toodyay, explained that the group wanted 
an exhibition in a venue that was different 
so last year, Bettina Scobie and Samantha 
Connor, local artists and members of 
Arts Toodyay, approached Hector and 
Michael Wood with a proposal to run an 
Art Exhibition at the winery. 

 The Woods revamped a part of the 
winery to accommodate and compliment 
the exhibition. Bettina co-ordinated the 
inaugural event and the rest is history. 
 The exhibition was coordinated by 

PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT

PROPOSED EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRY – SAND
LOT 402 MOUNT ROAD, WATTENING

The Shire of Toodyay has received an application for an extractive 
industry at Lot 402 Mount Road, Wattening. The applicant is seeking 
approval to extract between 15,000 to 20,000 tonnes of sand per 
annum. The proposed extraction method involves an articulated 
loader which will extract the sand and load it into 6-8 wheeler rigid 
trucks for o�  site removal.

Your views on the proposed extractive industry are encouraged and 
welcomed. The proposal is available for inspection at the Shire of 
Toodyay Administration Centre, Old Court House, 15 Fiennes Street, 
Toodyay, during o�  ce hours. The proposal can also be viewed on the 
Shire of Toodyay’s website; www.toodyay.wa.gov.au.

Submissions on the proposed development may be addressed in 
writing and lodged with the Chief Executive O�  cer, Shire of Toodyay, 
PO Box 96 Toodyay 6566, by 4.00pm on Tuesday, 19 October 2010.

Further information on the above proposal is available by contacting 
the Shire’s Development Services on 9574 2258

Simon Fraser
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Karen Jacomelli

SERGEANT Paul McComish is one of three 
fi nalists in this year’s WA Police Offi cer of 
the Year Awards, nominated for outstanding 
service, over and above what is required as 
part of his normal duties and function. 
 Sergeant McComish was the Offi cer In 
Charge in Toodyay when the bushfi re of 
December 2009 struck and was seen as a 
community leader in his efforts during the 
fi re and in the recovery period.
 Paul served the Toodyay community from 
September 2007 to April 2010. He applied 
to work in Toodyay as he had strong links 
here since the 1960s. He grew to love the 
place when, from about the age of three, he 
would come to visit with his paternal uncle’s 
family who resided here.
 Paul, now serving at Wanneroo Police 
Station said, “It was a great place to work 
and a great community.”
 It was stated in the nomination that, 
throughout the bushfire and recovery 
period, Sergeant McComish provided a 
coordinated response, supported survivors 
and maintained law and order in the area. 
He worked quickly and decisively to crack 
down on an increase in vandalism and 
during the initial recovery period he paid 
special attention to protecting construction 
materials on property in the fi re zone. He 
had remained a reassuring public fi gure 
throughout the period, going well beyond 
his job requirements in his efforts to 
support the community despite an increase 
in general policing duties during the same 
period.  
 When speaking of the nomination for the 
Award, he modestly stated that he did not 
believe that he did more than many others 
in the community and that, if anything, there 
were others who put in a lot more time in 
to supporting the fi re survivors.

 He went on to say that, in the lead up to 
the fi re, they knew that they were in for a 
bad fi re season and that they had already 
planned and decided to throw everything 
at it. He acknowledged that he organised 
resources and got 40 offi cers from Perth 
and Northam to assist with road blocks 
and directing people away from the fi re. 
What ensued was what he found the most 
heartening: “The town came together and 
it snowballed from there. Overnight a food 
stall, clothing stall, kitchen was set up. To 
watch it evolve was amazing.”
 The Awards were launched in 1973 by the 
Rotary Club of East Perth to recognise the 
hard work all police offi cers contribute to 
our society. It is proudly sponsored by the 
Burswood Entertainment Complex, Police 
and Nurses Credit Society, 6PR and 96FM. 
Nomination reinforces that members of the 
police are not simply uniforms, but also 
community members who share the same 
concerns as others. Highlighting that police 
work is both varied and challenging and 
greatly affects people from all walks of life. 
 As mentioned earlier, Paul McComish has 
since moved on to Wanneroo Police Station 
but he will be remembered for the time and 
effort he put into the Toodyay community. 
 The Awards were presented on 6 October 
and we will be able to publish the results 
in the November edition of The Toodyay 
Herald.

Top Cop 
Finalist

Bev Bush this year with 50 exhibits of 
paintings, drawings, sketches, jewellery 
and sculpture covering realist to abstract 
art.
 Sharon Boxall said, “The group is 
working towards running more workshops 
in a variety of artistic techniques.” 
 Arts Toodyay runs a regular column in 
the Toodyay Herald.

Ida’s Hideaway 
9th Birthday 

Celebrations

Paul Sutton
Cub Reporter

AS usual, the Hideaway was abuzz with 
excitement as they celebrated another 
successful year. 
 Their staunch supporter, Judi Moyland 
MP, who was recently re-elected to the 
House of Representatives as our member 
for Pearce, was with them again to 
present the certifi cates and awards to the 
volunteers and contributors.
 Entertainment was again provided by the 
Toodyay Bootscooters Line Dance troupe, 

which is a fi rm favourite of all the oldies. 
There was a U-beaut birthday cake, lots of 
goodies to eat, and everyone was in party 
mood.
 The full turnout for the party was a good 
indication of how popular this venue is on 
a weekly basis.
 Well done Ida for continuing a tradition 
that you started all those years ago and, if 
this birthday was anything to go by, watch 
out for next year’s celebrations for the fi rst 
decade.



letters

MAJOR ITEMS
Portable Site Offi ce, 3 x Builders’ Toilets, Aluminium ‘A’ Frame 
Scaffolding and Planks
New Aluminum Window Frames, Doors, Roofi ng Iron, Treated 
Pine Timber and Purlins
Flashings and Downpipes, Roof Battens, Insulation,
Numerous Power Tools, Fixings and Hardware
Paving Bricks (19 Packs), Fastwall Bricks (14 Packs),
Red Bricks
VEHICLES
F250 4wd 2006 Model Diesel and Gas (as new)
Fifth Wheeler Glendale Titanium 2006 Model (as new)
Commodore Berlina Sedan 2004 
3.5 Ton Dual Axle Trailer (Tipper)
8’ x 5’Trailer
HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE
Leather Armchairs
Coffee Tables
Jason Recliners
2x Fridges
2x Washing Machines
6 Person Spa (Signature Designer) 12 months old.
ANTIQUES
Large sideboard 2 door
Medium Sideboard 2 door
Small Sideboard 2 door
(ex  Denmark)

Inspection from 9.00am day of sale
ID Required for purchase (drivers licence)

10% Buyers Premium will apply to all purchases.
for Details Contact Auctioneer Mr Tony Maddox 0408 926 497
Ray White Avon Valley 108 Stirling Terrace Toodyay 95742917

ARE WE BUSY? YES WE ARE!
►    SOLD SOLD SOLD    ◄

104 Horton Way Lancelin 64 Avro Anson Road Mokine***
SOLD

***

12 Scaveola Road Toodyay

67 Toodyay West Road Toodyay 661 Coondle West Road Toodyay 113 Timber Creek Cres Toodyay

100 Hasson Place Toodyay

***
SOLD

***

***
SOLD

***

***
SOLD

***

***
SOLD

***

***
SOLD

***

***
SOLD

***

HOT PROPERTY!

Keen vendors say 
SELL SELL SELL!
Lovely 4 bedroom 1 bath-
room home nestled on 5 acres 
with stunning views, situated 
on the Perth side of Toodyay.

Beautiful pine kitchen with 
large pantry open plan
living area and formal lounge. 
Large bedrooms. Ducted 
air conditioning throughout.
Separate air conditioned media/
home theatre room AND a fully
fi tted brewing room.  Must see!

BUILDERS CLEARING SALE 
Saturday 16th October 2010 

on site at 44 Stirling Terrace Toodyay at 11.00am






 

www.chrisdenton.com.au 
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MARIJANA REYNDERS IS a wonderful 
lady; she possesses a great zest for life and is 
blessed with a courageous sense of humour. 
Marijana lives in Toodyay, is a renowned 
local artist and a valued member of the 
community.
 Recently Marijana was diagnosed and is 
suffering from a terminally aggressive form 
of brain tumour which, in a few short weeks, 
has already impeded her ability to do those 
things we take for granted: she can no longer 
write, decipher numbers mentally and has 
diminished control over one of her arms.
 Deon, her husband, has been desperate to 
fi nd an alternative course of treatment for 
Marijana and has discovered facilities are 
available in Europe where her condition 
may be curably treated rather than just 
‘making her comfortable’ throughout an 
excruciatingly painful demise which is all 
the surgeons in Perth can offer her. 
 As this treatment is very expensive (in 
excess of $40,000) and time is of the essence 
I would like to ask the people of Toodyay 
to look deep into their hearts and help fund 
Marijana’s quest for life. Please, please 
give generously. I can be contacted at the 
following numbers: 9574 2323 or 9574 5220.

Angi McCluskey

I ATTENDED THE fi re prevention meeting 
on Wednesday 25 August, which attracted 
much (sometimes hysterical) interjection 
from we concerned landholders. I left the 
meeting very concerned and unsure of what 
measures I would need to take to comply 
with the new regulations. 
 I need not have lost any sleep! 
 The following day I contacted the ranger, 
and received a visit that afternoon, after which 
I now have a pretty good understanding of 
what is required. 
 I recommend anyone who is worried 
about the new regulations, make use of our 
excellent ranger services.

Kelvin Hutcheson

A BIG THANK you to the wonderful 
l a d i e s  f r o m  t h e  C WA f o r  t h e i r
generous support for Layne’s Quiz and 
Morning Tea, all in aid of fundraising for
the 1st Toodyay Scout Group.
 Everyone had a fantastic morning
on the 17 September; lots of laughs and fi erce 
competition.
 We really enjoy spending time with all 
of you and hope we can build up numbers
for the next quiz on Friday 19 November.
 T h a n k s  a g a i n ,  C WA  l a d i e s ;
we really appreciate your kindness.

Layne and Gina Gulbransen

A COUPLE OF weeks ago I (most carelessly) 
lost a $300 cheque outside the Northam bike 
shop. 
 It was a windy day, and somehow that little 
piece of paper blew several hundred metres, 
all the way down Fitzgerald St, to a garage 

GIVEN THE RECENT interest in integrity, 
maybe the former Shire President, Cr Charlie 
Wroth, would like to explain to the hundreds 
of property owners who have purchased 
‘weekenders’ why they are in possession of 
expensive white elephants?
 The Town Planning Scheme (TPS) has 
never provided for the establishment of 
‘weekenders’ in rural residential areas.

I ATTENDED A meeting called to explain 
the changes to the Shire’s policies on 
fi rebreaks on Wednesday 25 August. 
 As a result, I am writing this to commend 
those responsible for implementing this. 
I was impressed with the commonsense 
approach to firebreaks etc. I was also 
impressed with the professionalism of 
our new President, Kevin Hogg and the 
commitment of Alan Knapp to assist anyone 
who had problems with it.
 I think that Chris Firns did a great job for all 
of us whilst he was President and I wish him 
all the best for the future as I do for Kevin in 
his new role.

Rob Monaghan

I LOST MY home and all of my possessions 
in 2006 due to a family separation. I fl ed my 
home after a violent incident with just the 
clothes I was wearing, a few legal documents 
and my bankcard. 
 Similar to the remarks made by Heather 
McDonald Appleby in her letter (Toodyay 
Herald September 2010), I received no 
support or sympathy from the community 
who rallied to support my ex-husband. In 
fact I was attacked verbally in letters and 
over the phone and even confronted in the 
street by former friends and even members 
of the local churches. I was threatened with 
physical violence on more than one occasion. 
 I can certainly empathise with the pain 
and confusion of the Toodyay fi re victims. 
For myself, while I was once a bubbly and 
active member of the community, I now 
live more the life of a recluse. I am trying 
to develop the patience of a saint and draw 
on the indomitable strength of the spirit but, 

above all, battling to prevent this experience 
causing me to become bitter and struggling 
to hold onto my long held belief that life is 
joyful and beautiful. 
 There is a saying that everything happens 
for a reason. I beg to differ. Sometimes things 
happen for no reason at all. 

Sara Whincup 

THE HEART FOUNDATION would like 
to thank everyone who supported this 
year’s Doorknock Appeal, especially our 
wonderful volunteer collectors who so 
generously gave their time.  
 As an independent charity which funds life-
saving research, supports health professionals 
and promotes health in the community, we 
are deeply appreciative of the help given to 
us by so many West Australians during our 
Doorknock Appeal from 4 to 18 September.
 Your generous support will help us reduce 
the suffering and death cause by heart disease 
and stroke in Australia.
 The overwhelming response we have 
received from local communities has 
helped us in our endeavour to achieve our 
fundraising target in Western Australia. 
 These donations will help fund critical 
research, education and community 
programmes to help save the lives and 
improve the health of all Australians.
 With heart disease the single leading 
cause of death for both men and women 
in Australia, these vital funds will help us 
continue saving lives.
 If one of our kind-hearted volunteers 
missed you in September, you can still help 
us reach our fundraising target by making 
a credit card donation directly to the Heart 
Foundation on 1800 55 22 55 or www.
heartfoundation.org.au/doorknock
 Thank you for being part of the largest 
community-led fundraising program for the 
Heart Foundation and helping to ensure we 
continue our important work.

Maurice Swanson
Chief Executive

Heart Foundation in Western Australia

 What can Cr Wroth say to those owners who 
have purchased a block of land containing 
a Class 10 Building - Shed that their shed 
cannot be used for a non-conforming use (ie 
camping)?
 Can Cr Wroth explain how the general lack 
of responsibility shown by ‘weekenders’ in 
the removal of weeds (which are the major 
component of the understory fuel load) adds 
to the safety of residential areas?
 As the recent Toodyay fi res has exposed, 
non-conforming buildings (weekenders) 
cannot be insured (I have personally 
approached a number of insurance companies 
who have informed me that this is the case.)
 The Ombudsman stated when sustaining 
that the Shire had been acting unlawfully 
in this matter, “… the T.P.S. carries the 
same force of law as any other gazetted 
legislation.” Why is it that no one involved 
in allowing people to believe they are 
acting lawfully has been bought to account? 
Why have real estate agents been allowed 
to continue promoting the purchase of 
‘weekenders’?
 Despi te  assurances  g iven  to  the 
Ombudsman, why does the non-conforming 
use of non-conforming buildings still 
continue in Toodyay today?

R.L. Smith

near the intersection.   
 I would like to sincerely thank Ruth and 
staff of Eagle Boys Pizza, for their sharp 
eyes, amazing honesty and telephone call to 
my bank. 
 I could hardly believe my luck when I 
heard the cheque had been located as I was 
in a LOT of trouble for losing it.   
 Kind actions such as this restore one’s faith 
in the community spirit of the Avon valley. 

Naomi Millett
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Commercial and Domestic Water
Cartage in the Shire of Toodyay 

and Surrounding Areas.
 Servicing New and Existing Clients, with 

Enthusiastic and Friendly Service.
Water for Tanks, Swimming Pools, Stock, 

water binding and road spraying etc
For an obligation free quote

Contact Peter or Ann on:
Mobile: 0428 928 086 

Home : 9574 5331

letters (cont)

Flashback – Toodyay and Central 
Africa

VISITING FRIENDS WHO live off the 
Julimar Road, my wife and I just happened 
to be strolling along the Main Street [of 
Toodyay] when I paused and glanced at a 
plumber who was engaged working on a 
building adjacent to the Town Library. He 
was engaged in fi lling at the junction of 
the walls and the corrugated iron roof to 
facilitate the entry of some pipe work, and 
in a trice I was transported back to Central 
Africa...
 Our Doctor had called in at the offi ce of 
the Public Works Department where I was 
employed as Clerk of Works and kindly 
requested that some repairs be carried out 
to the walls of a house belonging to the 
Department of Health and thus enable a 
new incoming Doctor and his wife to reside 
therein. Our Doctor advised us that it seemed 
that bats were entering the house roof space 
through holes at the junction of the walls with 
the iron roof. They were very noisy and were 
making an unpleasant smell. 
 The house in question was elderly which, 
a long time previous, had been in use as a 
small military hospital and was made of over-
plastered mud bricks. I knew the property 
and began to worry. However, to the Doctor 
I said, “Yes, of course,” and dispatched two 
of my staff to load and carry scaffold and 
building materials and made a mental note 
to call in at the house later in the day to 
make an inspection. In such, simple wise, 
did commence a small building nightmare 
for the P.W.D and I.
 Poking my fl ashlight about a little later, it 
appeared that the house was without a ceiling 
trap door – had many bat inlet/exit holes and 
an infi nity of walls necessitating repairs. 
Previously it had been found expedient to 
fi ll any and all holes!
 In our Club that evening, my colleagues 
and I discussed the matter over drinks and 

agreed that the best approach would be to 
cut large, permanent, ventilation apertures 
in the gales to admit maximum light and air 
and thus, hopefully, make it a less appealing 
home for bats. This would also provide 
access for more detailed inspection and 
repairs. 
 Something of a horror scene began to 
emerge. Not only were bats in residence. 
Many other animals, birds and creepy crawlies 
had sought and enjoyed the seclusion of the 
roof space and the void was almost knee 
deep in dust, guano, dead animals, birds, 
bats, feathers and even the odd live snake 
or two. Very tentatively we began to remove 
the rubbish of years, and immediately the 
paperboard ceiling collapsed. My African 
workers slapped their thighs and laughed 
madly. With some experience of the endless 
ongoing nature of such works and of the 
parlous state of housing repair and fi nancial 
resources, I shuddered and avoided the Club 
that night. Next day sweepers, carpenters, an 
electrician, mason and plasterers were there 
with me. Painters I had standing by but with 
little paint. 
 A month later the new Doctor and wife 
enjoyed new ceilings, wiring, block work, 
plastering, roof vents, fl y wire, cleaning 
and painting etc, said, “How nice,” and 
immediately requested a new bath and that 
all windows be fi tted with burglar bars! 
I spent the next six months trying to skimp, 
claw back, shortcut all current and future 
works and praying that my contract would 
end before the auditors enquired why so 
many jobs were pending and so much 
funding expended on the Doctors house. 

R.J.Smith
Mandurah

P.S. Please tell me....where did the name 
Julimar spring from?

I understand ‘julimar’ is an aboriginal 
word meaning ‘Place of bones’.

Ed.

Peter Robinson

THERE was only one questioner at question 
time at the September Council meeting, 
although this comprised a whole series of 
questions relating to the number and use of all 
Council owned buildings.
Commercial Development in a Rural 
Residential zone
As always, the fi rst group of recommendations 
came from Planning and Development. 
 The first significant one of these was 
an application for a winery, art gallery, 
botanical garden and an intensive agricultural 
development. The property concerned is in a 
rural residential zone which means that most 
commercial development is not permitted 
if it involves noise, dust, public access, etc. 
The administration got bogged down with 
the botanical garden part of the application. 
When something comes up that is not on the 
list of uses then they can move it into a ‘best 
fi t’ bracket. 
 In this case that was not a permitted use either. 
How can a botanic garden, that is a garden 
with plants in it, not be permitted? Surely the 
amount of public access is the issue. It is hard 
to believe but, after an hour of debate, the item 
was deferred. 
 The administration is constantly asking 
Councillors to submit amendments before the 
Council meeting so that the ramifi cations on 
other parts of the offi cer’s recommendation can 
be checked. Part of the problem is that these 
days an applicant for development does not 
just get a yes or no answer, as there is always 
a whole list of ‘subject to the following’. 
Nothing, it seems, in Local Government is 
simple and straightforward any more.
New House
A proposed new house in the Central Heritage 
area is causing a problem as there was no 
building application before site works began; 
there is a signifi cantly larger than permitted cut 
and fi ll already done. This caused a fairly long 
debate with the end result being a ‘stop work 
order’ to be issued. The proponent then has 28 
days to resubmit plans that meet the heritage 
criteria. Colour, materials and design must meet 
heritage guidelines for all buildings within the 

Fly on the Wall
heritage area.
Demolition
An application to demolish the remaining 
front facade of the old Ray White building 
in Stirling Terrace was the next item on the 
agenda. In September 2009, a fi re destroyed 
most of the building, just leaving the front 
facade and verandah. Different engineers have 
given different opinions as to the soundness 
of the remaining structure. Councillors were 
divided on the merits of demolition, with both 
sides having good points. There were a couple 
of unfortunate comments also made. 
 In a submission at the beginning of the 
meeting, Mr Maddox (the proponent) stated 
that his initial desire was to build onto the 
remaining frontage. He had spent considerable 
funds getting plans drawn up to meet this 
desire. After seeing the engineers report, he 
then changed his ideas but still promised to 
faithfully reproduce the same ‘look’ frontage 
in a new building. The end result was that the 
request to demolish was denied. One wonders 
how a much older and complete building was 
allowed to be demolished almost straight 
opposite. This issue is not fi nished yet however. 
One point of interest to me was noting that 
the four Councillors that voted for Option 7 
in the recreation facility debate voted against 
the demolition. Option 7, at best, would have 
meant the loss of the amenity of the whole of 
the North Toodyay area and, in the long term, 
would most likely have caused the loss of much 
higher heritage value complete buildings.
 Our Acting CEO, Simon Fraser, made an 
application for leave of absence to fulfi l a 
commitment he had made before coming to 
Toodyay. When looking into the issue of giving 
the Deputy CEO his duties in his absence, it 
was found that no provision had been made 
to allow this in the past. Mr Fraser found this 
hard to believe, but those of us that have been 
here for a year or more understand how our 
previous CEO would never allow anybody to 
make a decision without his approval.
 Our new Shire President, Cr Hogg seems 
to be settling in well to the task. Some 
Councillors, however, make life diffi cult with 
many referrals to standing orders and other 
documents.

THE Toodyay Show is now only two sleeps 
away and this year’s show promises to be an 
outstanding one with the RAAF doing a fl y-
over coupled with an aerial display over the 
Avon River before the Opening Ceremony at 
12.30pm.
 Prior to 12.30pm, at the stage area on the 
oval, you will be able to watch performances by 
Toodyay Ballet School, Toodyay Irish Dancers, 
Clackline/Toodyay Karate Club WA Scottish 
Highland Dance Academy and the Zumba.
 A new initiative to the show this year 
will be the inaugural presentation of the 
Toodyay Families Revisited Shield. The family 
honoured at the 2010 Toodyay Show will be the 
De Longis family who, after leaving Toodyay 
in 1967 have returned annually to the Toodyay 
Show bringing with them their children and 
their children’s children. Be sure to be at the 
Opening Ceremony to hear the amazing De 

Come One, Come All to the 157th Toodyay Show
Toodyay Agricultural Society Committee

Longis Family story from the day they arrived 
in Toodyay in 1951 to the present day. 
 Music will be supplied throughout the day 
by the Red Eagle Jazz Quartet, Toodyay 
Community Singers, Toodyay Music Club, 
Scottish Coastal Pipe Band and Bridging the 
Gap Trio.
 Entertainment comes from near and far. 
Visitors to the show will see Dazzling Deb 
painting faces, the Climbing Wall, Machinery 
Preservation Club of WA, Incredible Creatures, 
Blackmarket Fashion Parade, the Australian 
10th Light Horse, children’s entertainment 
with Hey Presto the Fun Magician and 
Sparkles the Children’s Entertainer, pony rides, 
MonsterBall, Avon Valley Vintage Cars, Kids 
Kraft Tent, Ellenbrook Lions Train, Art Alpaca 
Auction, Cup and Saucer, Double Lane Slide, 
Scooby Doo and Sponge Bob Bouncy Castles, 
and Classic Prams Down Under. 

 Take a walk up to the Lee Steere Pavilion 
and the Scout Hall to view the display of 
work by the students from Toodyay District 
High School and see who the prize winners 
are in the various speciality areas of cooking, 
preserves, fruit and vegetables, art, needlework, 
patchwork, quilting, home brew, hobby crafts, 
photography, china painting, hand spinning etc.
 Every show has a sideshow alley and 
Toodyay is no exception. Here you will fi nd 
your showbags, rides and games for the kids 
and interesting and innovative displays and 
goods for adults.
 Don’t forget to inspect the cattle, goats, 
poultry, wool, pigeons, sheep, farm crops, 
etc. And whilst you are down this way spend 
some time watching the equestrian events on 
the oval. Saturday will see the ring events and 
the Australian Stock Horse events and jumping 
will be held on Sunday.

 Trophy Presentations will take place at 4pm 
followed by Hey Presto the Fun Magician 
for the children at 5pm on the oval. Whilst 
the children are being entertained take this 
opportunity to sit under the marquee near the 
bar and listen to the melodious sounds of the 
Toodyay Community Singers. At 6pm put your 
hand up and be involved in the annual auction 
where, if you are game enough you could be 
bidding on items that have won fi rst prize at 
this year’s Toodyay Show. 
 Once again at 7.30pm, amazing fi reworks 
will hit the skies. Sit back and enjoy this 
spectacular event whilst listening to the sounds 
of the very popular band, Bridging the Gap 
Trio. 
 We hope you have a wonderful time at 
this year’s 157th Annual Toodyay Show and 
don’t forget to ask for your programme at the 
entrance gate.



Wedlake Plumbing
Tel: 9574 2092 or Mob: 0407 448 565

Visit www.pioneertanks.com.au or call 1800 999 599

Spring
Savings*

Authorised Distributor For:

*Price valid for standard tanks shown above and sold in WA between 1 Sept - 22 Oct 2010. Price includes GST and 
installation. Additional delivery charges (from $1/km return) will apply if the site is remote (more than 100km from a 
Pioneer Distributor) or diffi cult to access. Tank must be installed by 17 Dec 2010. Not valid with other offers.

ZINCALUME® Steel
Model Gross Capacity Before NOW!
GT110 110,000 litres $7,895 $7,495
GT150 150,000 litres $10,165 $9,665
GT250 248,000 litres $15,200 $14,600

COLORBOND® Steel
(Standard colour range only)

Model Gross Capacity Before NOW!
GT110 110,000 litres $8,370 $7,970
GT150 150,000 litres $11,420 $10,920
GT250 248,000 litres $16,903 $16,303

Sale Extended
Ends 22 Oct GETTING BACK TO BASICS

We welome everyone to join us for
communion and worship at 9.30am Sunday

mornings in the Toodyay Community Centre
If you are interested in getting to know

 more about God then we have 
groups that meet informally.

For further information call 9574 5002
We are a child friendly church
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PETER Major has won his first QUIT Targa 
West Competition Modern crown, holding off 
Jim Richards to take the outright rally win in 
Perth.
 Major and his co-driver, Kim Screaigh, 
(Nissan GTR 35) took top spot on the timing 
sheets from Richards midway into Leg 1 and 
continued to stretch their advantage across the 
final two legs of the tarmac rally, ultimately 
taking victory by 51 seconds.
 Competing in the rally for the third time 
Major’s previous best result was seventh 

outright.
 “We’re over the moon. The car was fantastic; 
it did everything we wanted it to do,” Major 
said. “It was great racing against Jimmy (Jim 
Richards); you know he’s going to come hard 
and, no matter what he does, he’s going to be 
fast.
 “You never know how hard he’s pushing so 
we just tried to stay on it and stay as quick as we 
could. Luckily, we were able to keep that gap we 
gained in the first leg,” he continued.
 Richards and Barry Oliver (Porsche GT2) 

Major Victorious at QUIT Targa West 2010
crossed the final stop control in second outright 
with Peter Rullo and Simon Iseppi (Nissan GTR 
35) holding off Ross Hamilton and Tony Robson 
(Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 8) to take third.
 Defending Competition Modern Champion 
Steve Jones, who was hoping to become the first 
driver to win three QUIT Targa West crowns in 
a row, was forced to retire from the rally at the 
end of SS1 due to an engine failure.
 QUIT Targa West 2010 concluded in 
spectacular fashion with the Killarnée City of 
Perth Super Stage run along the Swan River 
Foreshore. It was the first time in the rally’s 
six-year history that a stage had been run in the 
heart of the city and more than 6000 spectators 
converged on the Esplanade to enjoy the action.
 After holding a clear advantage over the 
Competition Classic class for the majority of 
the rally, disaster struck Tolley Challis on the 
liaison to SS30 – the second last stage – when 
his Porsche 911 RS caught fire.
 “I believe we’ve had a bit of a fuel issue, 
resulting in the air filter catching fire. Hopefully 
we’ll be ok and we’ll do our best to get back 
out there,” Challis said at the time. The crew 
was able to fix the car  within the required time-
frame, however, the organisers had already 
closed the stage which meant they were unable to 
start and received a derived time for SS30 before 
rejoining the rally for the final stage, SS31.
 Despite the drama Challis and Flood held onto 

the top spot in the Competition Classic class by 
more than one minute, his best result at QUIT 
Targa West.
 Mark and Mitchell O’Kane also recorded their 
best result at the rally since they made the switch 
to the Competition Classic class several years 
ago, second outright in their (Holden Torana 
A9X). David and Vicki Moir (Datsun 240Z) 
have achieved second in the class for the past 
three years and, while they once again missed 
out on taking the coveted winner’s trophy, they 
rounded out the top three.
 Mark and Andrew Conacher (Nissan GTR 
35) returned to defend their 2009 Challenge 
Modern crown and proved once again to be the 
crew to beat. Robert Darrington and David Abetz 
upgraded to a (Nissan GTR 35) in the hope of 
reclaiming the trophy they held in 2007 but 
were unable to match the pace of the Conacher 
brothers out the front. A further 7 minutes and 35 
seconds behind were Keith and Russell Hawley 
(Holden VU Ute) who held onto third in the 
class.
 The Challenge Classic class was taken out by 
Robert Buys and Sanja Aksamija (Porsche 911) 
who put in a dominant display across all three 
legs of the rally to take the class by 2 minutes 
48 seconds. They were followed by Paul and 
Mitchell Thompson (Porsche 911 RS) in second 
and Martin and Sharon Eyer (Triumph TR8) in 
third.
 QUIT Targa West was held from 26 - 29 
August 2010 in the Shires of Kalamunda and 
Toodyay and the City of Swan and City of Perth.

Peter Major celebrates his victory in the 2010 Targa West rally 

Huge Collectable Auction Toodyay
Preliminary Notice
Viewing:  Saturday 6 November 10am to 3pm
Sale:  Sunday 7 November from 9am

Lots of antiques, ceramics, silverware, antique cutlery still in original boxes, 
crockery, glassware, crystal, ornaments, linen, books, vinyl records 33, 
framed pictures, suitcases, toys and too much more to mention !!!

Watch next month’s Herald for directions.
for enquiries please call 0408 742 436

Major and Screaigh through Kalamunda

Dust, Mud and a 
Whole Lot of Fun!

ON the long weekend of September, the 
Rovers of Western Australia converged in 
Northam for their annual Bush Baja event.
 Bush Baja is the Rovers’ motorsport event 
where crews build a rally car and then race 
it in non-speed events over the weekend. 
Events include Obstacle courses, reversing 
races, night navigation, ten pin car bowling 
and a long, winding trek through the bush 
known as Trail Blazer. The courses are part 
on privately owned land and part on army 
land. Thanks to these people for allowing us 
to use this land, otherwise this event couldn’t 
happen.
 This year a record 24 cars were entered, 
including ours from Toodyay, ‘Dusty Joe’. 
Everything from a van to a Suzuki Swift and 
all models in between was there. Some had 
obviously had a lot of time and money spent 
on them (‘Mud Whale’), others were hobbled 
together at the last minute (our car).
 Rob was our driver and he had an absolute 
blast tearing up the tracks. It was a bit of an 
ordeal getting ‘Dusty Joe’ to Baja though. 
Before we even got there it looked like we 
might not make it as, when Rob was putting 
the bash plate under the car to protect the 
sump from the rough tracks, he accidentally 
put a tek-screw through the sump. Whoops. 
The fix to that was to put a roofing tek-screw 
that had the rubber seal on it into the hole and 
it was secure. Then, when trying to get the 
car on the trailer to take it to Northam, the 
car fell sideways off the ramps. Eventually 
we made it though.
 Unfortunately for us we only got to race 
in 5 events before our poor old car couldn’t 
take it any more. While going through 
Trail Blazer, an event we won last year, the 
carefully tek-screwed on bash plate was 
ripped off and the sump severely dented, 
which affected the oil intake which nearly 
blew up our engine. Rob didn’t want to kill 

the car completely so pulled her out of the 
rest of the weekend which was disappointing 
but, ultimately, for the best. 
 Due to this, we came dead last overall, for 
which we received a trophy. Rob was sad as 
this will be his last year as a Rover. However, 
we did come second in the Anaconda event, 
where the driver must weave through a 
number of cones. 
 The overall winner of the weekend was 
Kalamunda and their car ‘Viagra 4’. Josh 
Donders, driver, was thrilled as it is his last 
year as well. Congratulations to that team.
 Of course there were the funny awards 
at the end which included best stack (the 
Victorian team who hit a mysterious tree 

Continued on Page 7
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ARE YOU TIRED OF HIGH FEES, LOW SERVICE AND A LACK OF CONFIDENCE FROM EVER CHANGING STAFF? 
OR  A LACK OF ATTENTION FROM AN AGENCY THAT HAS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AS A SIDE INTEREST?  

THEN TALK TO COUNTRY REALTY NOW!  

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT IS FRONT AND CENTRE AT COUNTRY REALTY WITH NOT ONE, BUT TWO 
FULL TIME FULLY QUALIFIED, MATURE AND EXPERIENCED PROPERTY MANAGERS, 
WITH SUPPORT FROM NOT ONE BUT TWO MATURE EXPERIENCED ASSISTANTS.

WE TAKE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERIOUSLY BECAUSE MANAGING PROPERTIES 
IS A SERIOUS BUSINESS. 

AT COUNTRY REALTY WE MAKE SURE THAT THERE IS PROMPT AND REGULAR COMMUNICATION AND PROMPT ACTION 
WHEN REQUIRED.  WE HAVE THE PEOPLE, THE SYSTEMS AND PROCESSES TO ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE PEACE OF MIND AND 

EVERY CONFIDENCE THAT WE ARE MAXIMISING YOUR INVESTMENT.

CALL US NOW FOR A CONFIDENTIAL CHAT.

Toodyay 9574 4200
Northam 9622 5011

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT!

–  one minute their car was fi ne, the next it 
had a massive dent in the front), best blow 
up (‘Wambulance’ who destroyed their 
suspension in spectacular fashion), and best 
presented car (fi rst timers Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
in their car-turned-ute, ‘Bumblebee’.)
 Everyone had an absolute ball, even those 
who weren’t driving. Most events were dusty 
with a few mud puddles thrown in for variety. 
Quite a few cars needed to be towed from the 
big mud puddle in the fi nal event. But hey, 
we all had fun. 
 Rovers have a few smaller events coming 
up including Medieval feast and crew camps 
down south. But our next biggest event is 
OzMoot, which is our version of Jamboree. 
It will be held in Adelaide and we are looking 
forward to driving over on Boxing Day. The 
event will last until 11 January and is a good 
opportunity for Rovers from the all over 
Australia to get together once every three 
years. 
 If you think Rovers are having way too 
much fun and want to join in (and you’re 
between the ages of 18 and 26,) then you’re 
welcome to come along. Please contact the 
crew leader Julia on 0428 820 010.

Continued from Page 6

‘Chrimsey’ 
Conquers the Finke

Russell and ToniAnne Chrimes 
Proud parents

IN June 2010, Brenton Chrimes from Toodyay 
Auto Centre, competed for the fi rst time in the 
Finke Desert Race held in Alice Springs. 
 The race has been running for 35 years 
and started out as a motor bike race between 
friends held over two days. The race follows the 
service track alongside the Old Ghan Railway 
Line and fi nishes at the Finke River Aputula 
Aboriginal Community 235km away.
 On Day 1, competitors ride to the Finke River 
and, on Day 2, they ride back along the same, 
by now very cut up, track that is completely 
covered in corrugation whoops and thick fi ne 
bull dust that can swallow a bike, fi nishing in 
Alice. Riders have four hours to complete each 
stage – failure to complete Day 1 is a non start 
on Day 2. Riders have fuel stops along the 
way; these can be from the riders own teams/
sponsors or, as Brenton did, from prepaid fuel 
stops from tankers. 

 Brenton was able to get sponsorship from 
local businesses to help him get ready for this 
very gruelling ride. He would like to thank 
Russell from Toodyay Auto Centre, Steven 
and Julie Street from Mobile Concrete, Ryan 
and Carmen Sweeny from Mobile Concrete 
Solutions and Gavin from Big Trac. 
 After many months of hard work remodelling 
the motor bike trailer, sprucing up his XR 650R 
Honda motor bike, and making sure his 4WD 
was up to scratch, entry No 253 was fi nally 
ready and very excited.
 Leaving from Toodyay one week before 
the race, Brenton met friends and family in 
Kalgoorlie and started out across the Great 
Central Road, arriving in Alice three days later. 
 The town was abuzz with an estimated 
infl ux of 12,000 spectators, competitors and 
sponsors all hoping to see as much of the race 
as possible. Five hundred bikes and quads, 80 
4WD buggies and 6 sidecars were to compete 
in the race and these could be seen everywhere. 
You were not short of entertainment. If you like 
bikes and dust then this is the race to see. 
 Prologues were held to see where riders 
would start and, of course, Brenton completed 
his times very well, coming 24th in his class 
and starting in the middle of the pack. Leading 
the race was Ben Grabham from KTM 
Motorex Team, who has won the race for the 
last three years. The Finke Race organisers and 
Alice Springs Council held a sausage sizzle for 
competitors, teams and spectators mainly as a 
thank you to all the volunteers. Every person 
who helps with the Finke Race is a volunteer. 
Scrutineering was held at the showgrounds 
where all gear and bikes are checked by 
mechanical engineers. A rider and his gear have 
to pass all stages before he is allowed to ride. 
 As race day approached, the riders were 
getting more excited and a few had spills whilst 
out practising, some doing a lot of damage to 
themselves and could be seen on crutches or 
with arms in slings. Brenton realised early, 
it would be easy to fall and break the bike 
or himself. All his practice at home did not 
prepare him for how tough and gruelling the 
track was and how long and fast he had to ride. 
Nervousness showed. A new section of track 
was added this year and, by the time the race 
started, had turned into two foot deep bull dust. 
This 30 km section claimed many victims as 
there is no vision though the white bull dust and 
the hidden obstacles proved to be a hazard. 
 On Race day the temperature in Alice was 
-2˚C but riders and drivers were oblivious 
to this and could be seen in short sleeves 

everywhere tending bikes and buggies. There 
was a crackle in the air! The 4WD buggies 
left fi rst; these cut up the track pretty badly for 
the bikes and quads that followed two hours 
later. Sidecars left last. All along the track 
spectators had set up camps, many coming 
back year after year to see the race. Once you 
are at your camping spot the roads are closed 
and spectators can’t leave until the race has 
fi nished for that day. 
 To get to the fi nish on Day 1, you need to 

travel south along the Stuart Highway 200km 
and into the Aputula Aboriginal Community 
84km on the Finke River. Streams of traffi c 
could be seen taking this route to get to the 
overnight camp before their riders or drivers 
came in. There is nothing better than seeing 
your rider go across the fi nish line. 
 We followed and waited at the very windy, 
dusty fi nish line. Suddenly coming out of the 
thick bulldust, we saw a quad bike closely 
followed by a helmet with No 253 on it, 
then the bike appeared; this was Brenton. As 
Brenton was going over the last jump he passed 
the quad bike in the air, and went around the 
last corner and across the fi nish line in front 
only to be taken out by the quad bike coming 
in closely behind him, knocking him off his 
bike and breaking the clutch lever, bending 
the handle bar and front wheel (later repaired 
at camp by his father, Russell.) Brenton had 
grazes and bruising to his left hand, arm, ribs, 
leg and buttocks – not badly injured but very 
sore on Day 2. The quad rider wasn’t so lucky 

and had to pull out of the return race. It just 
goes to show how fast things can happen and 
that wearing the right gear is a must. 
 The camping area is very large; everyone has 
fi res and the atmosphere is rowdy and noisy so, 
if you want to go and hope to get some sleep, 
don’t bother.
 Early next day (4am), buggy drivers started 
to tune up their motors to leave at 0700 hours; 
next are the bikes and quads. They all leave in 
order of fi nishing, bikes and quads, four to six 
at a time. 
 Day 2 started with all camps being pulled 
down fast so spectators, teams and sponsors 
could race back to be at the fi nish line when 
riders come in. We could tell Brenton was very 
apprehensive and, when asked why, he stated, 
“If the race was that hard on the way down [2 
hours 45 mins], going home is going to be hell.” 
 We started to worry and didn’t like to leave 
him there alone but, with a four hour drive 
bumper to bumper back to Alice to get to the 
fi nish before him, we had to leave before 0800 
hours. I told the others to take the other car and 
I would follow after Brenton left but, once he 
got with his friends and other riders, all was 
O.K.
 Waiting at the fi nish line for your rider to 
come in is very stressful. We saw many bikes 
coming across the line with broken handle bars, 
fl at tyres or no tyre at all on the back wheel. 
There certainly were a lot of damaged bikes and 
very hurt riders coming in, including Brenton 
who had hit a long section of corrugations 
and lost his bike in the bulldust, thus jamming 
the throttle on full. This enabled the motor to 
drag dust into the air fi lter. Because the fi lter is 
covered in oil it can’t be cleaned by banging, 
petrol is needed but, with limited supply, this 
was out of the question, so half throttle was all 
he had to complete the race. 
 We waited and waited, getting very nervous 
that something had gone wrong. Then we could 
hear the very distinct sound of his XR 650R 
Honda coming around the last bend and across 
the fi nish line; he was exhausted but exhilarated 
– just like the rest of us! No. 253 was home safe 
and sound, fi nishing the race with 20 minutes to 
spare. So where did he come? 315th and 24th 
in the Big Bore 4-stroke class. 
 The presentation was held at the Casino 
where all competitors who fi nished the race, 
and were in time, were presented with a 
railway spike. The grin on Brenton’s face was 
‘Priceless’. And all this just to get an ‘old rusty 
railway spike’. 
 WE LOVED IT



emergency services

The Toodyay Community Safety and Crime Prevention (CSCP) Committee has 
released its CSCP Plan for public comment until the 9th October 2010.

Your comment and input into the Plan is sought to enable the CSCP Committee to 
determine the community’s response to the planned actions, and make adjustments 
where necessary.

Once the plan is complete, it will be submitted to the Office of Crime Prevention for 
endorsement. On endorsement, opportunities to obtain vital funding for initiatives 
such as extra street lighting, youth development, RoadWise and crime prevention 
will become available.

Copies of the Plan are available from the Toodyay Police Station, the Shire of Toodyay 
Office and the Public Library, and the Shire’s website.

Completed submissions can be returned to the above, posted to PO Box 427, Toodyay 
6566, or by email to toodyaycscpc@westnet.com.au

This is an initiative of the Toodyay Community Safety and Crime Prevention Committee

TOODYAY COMMUNITY SAFETY AND CRIME PREVENTION 
PLAN 2010 - 2015

PUBLIC COMMENT
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Police Beat
Graffi ti Gone
If you have any information that might help 
identify graffi ti vandals contact Toodyay 
Police Station or the State Government 
Graffi ti Hotline on 1800 44 22 55.  If your 
information leads to the arrest or caution of 
an offender, you may be eligible for a reward 
of up to $1000.
 Graffi ti is visual garbage that needs to be 
wiped out and the public is encouraged to 
report graffi ti vandalism especially if it is 
racist, obscene or large scale to local Police.
 Sergeant Geoff Dickson, OIC Toodyay 
Police Station said “business owners are to 
be aware that on 1 January 2010 it became 
illegal in Western Australia to sell spray 
paint and certain marker pens or similar 
implements to persons under 18 years of age 
because these items may be used for applying 
graffi ti”.
 As part of the State Government’s ‘Tough 
on Graffi ti’ approach, penalties for acts of 

Centralised 
Dispatch

“WHEATBELT Police will be the second 
District in Regional Western Australia to 
uptake a new system for call taking and 
vehicle dispatch,” Superintendent Catherine 
Bullen said today.
  “Commencing September 21 this new 
process will mean little difference to 
the callers but a big difference to front 
line policing - reducing the district 
people required to support ‘back-room’ 
processes,” she said. “With the majority 
of our Frontline operational fleet fitted 
with onboard computers and access to the 
Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system 
this is the next step in consolidating the 
achievements made under Frontline First 
through service delivery standards that 
support the commitment to deliver quality 
policing services in call-taking, responding 
to, and attending incidents,” Superintendent 
Bullen said.
 The Wheatbelt District will continue to 
harness technology and is the fi rst District 
in Regional Western Australia to be included 
in the expansion of the Police Metropolitan 
Radio Network coverage area, which 
provides secure digital voice radio to those 
localities falling within the coverage area.
 Superintendent Bullen said that the 
Wheatbelt District is harnessing technology 
to enhance responsive policing services to 
be delivered to Wheatbelt communities.   
 “It is important for police to be out and 
about in the community and this centralised 
dispatch system is yet another tool to enable 
this.”   
 For callers ringing in to outstations they 
will see little difference – things will only 
change when police are off duty or unable 
to take the call.  In that case the call will be 
diverted to Police Operations Centre.
 This is where things will change - for those 
calls that are made when police are off duty 
or otherwise unable to take the call, callers 
will be provided with the options of:
 “Welcome to the WA Police, 

Wheatbelt District.” 

o “If your call is a Life Threatening 
Emergency, hang up and call 000” 

o “If you require Police attendance - 
press 1” 

o “If you do not require police attendance 
but wish to report an incident - press 2” 

o “If you have a general inquiry - press 3” 
o “If you would like to speak to a member 

of staff at the Northam Police Station 
- press 4” 

 If police are required to attend and option 
1 is selected, the call will be automatically 
diverted to our operations centre in Midland 
– to be answered by police who are equipped 
and trained to take and assess calls, provide 
appropriate advice and assistance and, 
importantly, enable the quickest possible 
response. 
 “Wheatbelt Police continue to strive to 
enhance our policing services and using our 
new technology ensures that the telephones 
are answered and police are dispatched 
without having to take local offi cers off the 
road”. “I am confi dent that it will enable 
more police to be on the road – and it will 
herald a signifi cant milestone in policing in 
the Wheatbelt,” Superintendent Bullen said.

graffi ti vandalism have increased from 12 
months imprisonment to two years, with 
the maximum fi ne increased from $12,000 
to $24,000 as of 1 January 2010.
 Fo r  more  i n fo rma t ion  v i s i t  t he 
goodbyegraffi ti website:
 www.goodbyegraffi ti.wa.gov.au

Crime Statistics – Avon Valley Region 

September 2 to 8
Toodyay:

1 x Assault, 1 x Stealing.
Northam:

2 x Assault, 2 x Burglary (Commercial), 
4 x Damage, 2 x Damage (Graffi ti), 1 x 
Damage (Vehicle), 2 x Stealing

York:
2 x Damage, 2 x Stealing

September 9 to 15
Toodyay:

No offences.
Northam:

1 x Assault, 1 x Burglary (Commercial), 
1 x Burglary (Dwelling), 2 x Damage, 2 x 
Damage (Vehicle), 4 x Stealing

York:
3 x Damage, 1 x Stealing

September 16 to 22
Toodyay:

Assault, Burglary
Northam:

Assault,Burglary, Damage, Robbery, 
Stealing

York:
Assault, Stealing

September 23 to 29
Toodyay:

Burglary, Damage
Northam: 

Arson, Burglary, Stealing
York: 

Assault, Stealing - New Street.
 Toodyay Police are looking for the offenders 
responsible for breaking into the Toodyay 
Lions Football Clubrooms. Northam Police 
are looking for a Black ‘Gecco’ 17-inch 
mountain bike stolen from outside McDonalds, 
the offenders responsible for the spate of graffi ti 
around town, a stolen 32” (80cm) television, 
blue BMX bike with orange handle bars, blue 
Repco mountain bike (with a shopping carrier 

attached) and a green wheelie bin. 
 They are also investigating a robbery. One 
of the offenders was described as a male of 
Aboriginal appearance 16-17 years old, 170cm, 
slim build and wearing a long white hooded 
jumper with a red Nike emblem on the left 
chest, dark blue jeans and dark shoes. The male 
had the hood over his head with his red/blonde 
tipped fringe hanging out. The other offender 
was described as a dark skinned male also 16-
17 years old, 165cm, solid build, short cropped 
hair with slight curls at the top and wearing a 
dark coloured jumper and silver shorts with a 
thick white stripe down the right side.
 York Police are looking for the offender/s 
who damaged the disabled toilet at rear of York 
Court Complex and smashed the ‘Police’ sign 
at the front of the Police Station, the offender/s 
responsible for damage to the public toilets in 
Avon Park and a stolen blue and black Yamaha 
Raptor quad bike.
 If you have information in regard to these 
offences or any criminal activity call local 
police on 131 444 or Crimestoppers on
1800 333 000.

St John Ambulance
Karen Jacomelli

NEWS this month will be short and sweet.
 The official opening of the Bolgart 
garaging facility in George Street is taking 
place on Saturday 16 October at 10am.
 August statistics showed a total of 42 calls 
running up 5373km across all vans. Toodyay 
had 32 calls, Bolgart 1 and Morangup 
9. These calls consisted of 9 trauma, 23 
medical, 7 cardiac and 3 sporting standbys.
 A big thanks to all the volunteers who 
continue to provide this service to the 
community.  
 Tickets are still available from Toodyay 
Traders and Toodyay Hair Studio for the 
famous Christmas Hamper full of goodies. 
Remember you have to be in it to win it. 
 This is your last chance to register for the 
LAST FIRST AID COURSE FOR THE 
YEAR: FLEXIBLE LEARNING ON 7 
NOVEMBER (ONE DAY). Registrations 
must be in two weeks prior so call Jenny 
Willgoss on 9574 2455.
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Fire Breaks and Slashing
It’s time!

For optimum fi re control, you need to spray 
your fi re breaks this month. 

We can also construct your breaks.
We also spray and slash blocks.

Ph Bob  0429 010 210

Bush Fire Brigades scattered throughout the 
Shire and a Fire and Rescue Services (FRS) 
Brigade in town.  FRS might have red trucks, 
but they are also volunteers and will turn out 
to structural fires throughout the Shire not just 
in town.
 Please be careful in the coming months.  Keep 
yourselves safe and avoid the embarrassment 
of having a lot of fire trucks rolling up your 
driveway with lights flashing.  If you have 
a permit to burn, make sure someone is in 
attendance at all times and even when you 
think it is all extinguished, go back and check.  
Stand for a few minutes and look carefully.  
Even the faintest wisp of smoke means 
something has the potential to reignite.
 After our last meeting in August, I thought 
we had a month off, but then John Baker, one 
of our Lieutenants stepped down so we had to 
hold a special meeting in September to select 
a new Lieutenant.  Thanks, JB, for all your 
work over many years, but particularly the 
last couple of years as a Lieutenant.  We look 
forward to seeing you still around the shed.  
After a very close election, our new Lieutenant 
is Jay Wakka.  Congratulations, Jay.
 Following our all-Brigade social night 
in August, in September we made the trip 
down to Morangup.  Again, we had a great 
social night getting to know people whom we 
normally only see on a fire ground.  Thanks to 
the Morangup mob for a great night.  Sorry I 
wasn’t up to staying as late as you did.
 By now, our crews will have their rosters 
for the coming year, but if you would like to 
join us we always need replacement crew as 
we usually lose a couple during the season.  
Don’t think, as I did for many years, that 
because you only come up on weekends that 
you can’t help.  Our rostered crews only run 
on the weekends and with four crews you are 
only on roster every fourth week.  As I said 
last month, don’t say you don’t know what to 
do - we all started there – because you will 
be given training before you are allowed to 
attend a fire call-out.   Even if you can’t be 
a firefighter, you can help.  No matter where 
you live, a visit to your local Brigade is a great 
opportunity to meet other people from around 
your area and obtain advice about maintaining 
your property to restrict the chances of fire.
 Come and join us at the Coondle Fire Shed 
on Coondle West Road any Friday night for 
a bite to eat and a relaxed get together.  If 
you can’t get to the shed on Friday night, 
but would like to know more about Coondle 
Brigade or would like information about any 
aspects of fire prevention and safety, phone 
Peter Ruthven (Captain) on 9574 2951.
 This month only, we have a third option.  
Come and see us at our stand at the Toodyay 
Show.  We have a wide range of information 
available to assist with your fire protection 
and can supply contact details for your local 
brigade.

Prepare Your 
Property Now

THE current warm weather we are all enjoying 
is a reminder that bushfire season is fast 
approaching. Now is the ideal time to get out 
and start preparing your property. 
 Having less flammable material around your 
house and sheds can make a huge difference in 
reducing the damage caused by a fire. Flying 
embers may be small, but given the right 
conditions, they can quickly grow into flames 
and create devastating fires.
 FESA District Manager Avon, Mark Bowen, 
said bushfires can start suddenly and often 
without warning. 
 “You can reduce the risk of fires reaching and 
damaging your home and property by taking the 
time to prepare.
 “Create and maintain a minimum 20 metre 
circle of safety around your home which is 
cleared of all rubbish, long dry grass, bark and 
any material that may catch alight. Trees and 
shrubs should be planted 10 metres apart from 
each other and two metres away from any 
buildings to reduce fire intensity near your home.
 “Hakea, Dryandra and Pindi bush variety 
should not be planted near buildings as they are 
very flammable.”
 Mr Bowen said under the Bushfire Act 
residents are required to carry out fire prevention 
work on larger properties.
 “Contact your local council to find out the 
maintenance requirements for your area and the 
dates when maintenance must be completed,” he 
said. “Whether you choose to leave for a safer 
place or decide to take shelter in a well prepared 
and defendable home, preparation is the key to 
survival.”
 To find out how to prepare your home for the 
bushfire season visit www.fesa. wa.gov.au.
 FESA and the Shire of Toodyay will hold a 
bushfire preparation session on Saturday 30 
October at 10am in the Toodyay Memorial Hall.

Bejoording VBFB
Terri Spark-Colfer

FIRSTLY, we are in a particularly high risk fire 
season and due to this we have altered some of 
our fire response operation strategies.
 Brigades have been attending fire calls once 
a week throughout winter so this is a good 
indication of the state of the ground. It was 
indeed a dry winter and extra caution will be 
needed during summer.
 Last year saw the development of a new level 
to the fire indicator, which is ‘catastrophic’. 
This has made it essential to provide the 
brigade with improved resources enable it to 
respond more quickly to call outs and to reduce 
chances of escalating hazard.
 The unrestricted burning period ended on 
30 September. Fire breaks need to be done by 
1 November and need to be 3m x 3m in case 
machinery has to manoeuvre around them.
 A general meeting was held on 25 September 
and we have agreed to leave rosters until 
1 November. Until then we will run on the 
established crew.
 Fiona Glossop is heading up the project 
of developing an education and community 
package to provide and promote awareness 
within the community to help make the 
volunteer fire brigade role an easier and more 
efficient job. The more we as a public know 
about the operations of the brigade, the better 
we can assist in dealing with fires when they 
occur.
 We would like to welcome three new 
members to the brigade: Geoff Erikson, 
Samantha Glossop and Ashley Leonhardt. 
Sam and Ashley have joined other family 
members in the brigade. Geoff brings with him 
a new perspective and wealth of information 

which will benefit us all. Thank you for your 
commitment to the community.
 Efforts have begun to extend onto the shed to 
give us a comms room and a store room, which 
is great news for a more organised brigade.
 Our next meeting will be on 16 October, 
starting at 6pm.
 The brigade will be doing its fundraising 
activity at the Toodyay show again this year.
 If you see a fire, ring 000. Stay vigilant and 
the sooner the call in, the sooner the response.

Toodyay Central 
VBFB

Robert Koch

FIRSTLY, the entire brigade and the extended 
bush fire brigade community send our thoughts 
and best wishes to brigade member Bob ‘Daisy’ 
Day for a full and speedy recovery following 
an accident recently. 
 The Central brigade recently held their last 
general meeting prior to the commencement of 
the restricted burning period marking the start 
of official operations for this summer. Thank 
you to all members who were able to attend.
 Brigade members are reminded that duty 
rosters begin 1 October. Copies of the roster 
can be viewed at the fire shed or by contacting 
Kevin Hug. Please ensure that you check the 
roster and collect/return pagers as at the start/
end of each period.
 All members are invited to the FRS 100 Year 
celebration at the Fire and Emergency Centre 
on 23 October. A busy bee will be held on the 
16th to ready our end of the shed for this event; 
all help welcome.
 We are also seeking members to volunteer 
for firework duty at the Toodyay Show on the 
evening of 9 October. Please contact Kevin if 
you can assist.
 Residents and land owners are reminded that 
the restricted burning period commenced on 1 
October and they need to seek Toodyay Shire 
permission if they wish to burn after this date.
 On behalf of all the brigades, the Central 
Brigade would like to thank Margaret and 
the staff at the Victoria Hotel for their Live 
Music event held in support of the volunteer 
fire brigades. A special thanks to the musicians 
Rod Muir, Jason Muir, Donna Atkins, Bret 
Eckersley and Gauge Harder for supporting 
this initiative.
 The next General Meeting is to be held on 
Tuesday 26 October commencing at 7.30pm 
at the Fire and Emergency Centre, Stirling 
Terrace, Toodyay. For all enquiries please 
contact Captain, Kevin Hug, on 9574 2612.

Morangup VBFB
Cheryl Mustchin 

WITH the fire season fast approaching I’d 
like to remind everyone to make sure you do 
all your preparation, cleanup and go through 
your fire plans in readiness. 
 This month I’d like to pass on our 
congratulations to Kim and Sue Maddrell who 
have just been awarded for their continuous 
hard work and service for 25 years with the 
Brigade. We couldn’t do it as well as we do 
without you; thank you to you both. 
 We have had three prescribed burns with 
great turnouts on each occasion. Thanks to John 
Flower and Conan Larkin for their efforts in 
feeding the hungry mouths on the fire ground.
  Saturday the 18th saw us have our ‘thank 
you evening’ at the hall. Laurie and Bill spent 
the morning making the station gleam (we were 
having visitors.) When asked by one of the 
ladies to do the same at her house, the answer 
was a resounding “no” but they did offer to 
train our husbands. Now that is something I’d 
pay to watch!

 Many thanks to Coondle for their turnout 
even if they didn’t keep us up late as promised. 
To the welfare committee congratulations 
on a job well done with everybody enjoying 
themselves; even the fire drums were in action 
with none of the previous problems. Thanks 
Jeff (he must have been practising.) 
 We are currently working towards our stall 
for the Toodyay show and any donations will 
be greatly appreciated – jams, pickles, sauces 
etc. 
 Our next general meeting is on the 3rd 
Wednesday of October at 7 pm at the shed, 3 
Wallaby Way, Morangup. Please come and join 
us.
Any enquiries, call Cheryl Mustchin on 9572 
9556.

Coondle-Nunile 
VBFB

Peter Ruthven

THE 1st of October has come and gone, so 
we’re now into the Restricted Burning Period.  
What does that mean?  It means that you 
are not allowed to burn anything without a 
permit issued by a Fire Control Officer (FCO) 
appointed by the Shire.
 So, how do you go about getting a permit?  
Your first step is to contact a Fire Control 
Officer and the most up-to-date list of FCOs 
is in the Fire Information notice that you 
received recently.  The next question is 
whether the FCO will give you a permit.  The 
Fire Information notice says, “A permit will 
only be issued for broad acre crop preparation 
or controlled burns that reduce a fire hazard 
on a property where no alternative method 
exists to abate the hazard.”
 Before issuing a permit, the FCO should 
inspect the property and decide, firstly, if 
burning is the best way to reduce the fire 
hazard and, secondly, if it is safe to burn – do 
you have adequate fire breaks?  Even after 
all of this, the FCO may, in fact is likely to, 
impose conditions on the permit.  These are 
likely to include such things as the maximum 
wind speed when you light up and the fire 
fighting resources that you have present.  
These conditions are not imposed to make it 
hard for you, but an attempt to keep you safe.  
A lot of fire call-outs are to “controlled” burns 
that got out of control.
 Last month I said that you must still be 
careful when burning rubbish because 
brigades are still getting called out to fires.  
It hasn’t changed, with three fire call-outs in 
one week recently.  Some brigade members 
are starting to wonder if it is the new fire 
season or if the last one ever finished.  Please 
remember that there are no paid fire fighters in 
the Shire of Toodyay.  There are five Volunteer 

http://www.fesa.wa.gov.au


Toodyay Hardware and Farm 
119 Stirling Tce, Toodyay 

Ph:  9574 2970 

 
Trading 
hours: 
Mon—Fri: 
7.30am to 
5.30pm 
Sat: 7.30am 
to 4.00pm 
Sun: 8.00am 
to 1.00pm   

 
“Super” Poultry Mix 

 
25kg 

 
A blend of meatmeal, grain and 

herbs. 
 

Your chooks will love it! 
 

$24.95 
    
 

 

 

Stockists of Onga 
pumps 
 
Agents for Hills 
Gas and West 
Coast Poly tanks 
 
 
 
We cut keys  
 
Stockfeed 
 
Potting mix 
 
Gas refills 
 
Hay 
 
Pea straw 
 
 

  
 
 
Full range of fire fighting equipment 
and pumps. 
 
Dunlite generators from $830 
 
 
Topdek 6lt paint 
Interior and exterior 
Only $39.99 
 
Big pea straw rolls 
Mulch your garden before  
the heat  $45 
 
 
 
  

 

Julimar VBFB
Grant Scobie

FOUR call-outs in four days; that’s how 
it was in the week prior to the close of the 
unrestricted burning period. Not a very 
auspicious precursor for the coming season! 
 One of the call-outs, at 4am, saw our 2.4 
appliance crawling along, wipers wiping, 
heater and air-con blasting just so the driver 
could see through the windscreen. Yes, there 
was fog and we were discussing what sort of 
fi re we would be attending. What could burn 
in this weather?
 Quite a bit, actually! The fi re was by the 
side of Folewood Road and, although not 
covering a large area and moving very 
slowly, it was burning. The large boulders 
there were hot and it seemed that, no matter 
how much water we put on them, they would 
not cool down. Anyway, it was a lesson in 
how dry it really is out there.
 On Sunday 26 September, we joined 
with other brigades in burning the Malkup 
Reserve in Julimar. This was another eye-
opener because, although a lot of the area 
looked green, it didn’t seem to slow anything 
down. The fi re raced through and up the 
trees. There were no incidents and we are 
hoping to accomplish some more, important 
hazard reduction burns this October.
 The pre-season brief this year was 
incorporated into a full check over of the 
fi re appliances for the coming year. After 
being reminded of the brigade’s preferred 
work practice, fi re fi ghters headed out to 
the vehicles and cleaned, greased, oiled 
and checked anything and everything 
they could. Not only does this mean we 
were able to sort out any bugs that may be 
lurking in the system, we were also able to 
remind ourselves of where things hide on 
the vehicles. Meanwhile Auxiliaries were 
treated to the stern lecture! Well, maybe just 
the lecture! We fi nished off with a barbecue 
and chat.
 It was great to see Mick and Jane Morrow 
at the brief. Whilst unable to spend much 
time in Toodyay at the moment due to their 
son’s slow recovery from a serious car 
accident, it was great to see them and to hear 

the truth of what had happened to Josh and 
how he was doing.
 The next Brigade meeting will be on 6 
November. As it is summer (well, almost), 
I believe it will begin at 6pm (check at the 
shed for the veracity of that statement – 
apparently, I’ve been wrong before!) and be 
followed, as usual, by the BYO barbecue.
 If you wish to know more about your fi re 
brigade or more about fi re and how it may 
affect you in your community or even if 
you just want to get to meet some of your 
neighbours, get down to your local fi re shed.
 ‘The Fireplace’, behind the Julimar Fire 
Shed is open from about 5pm on Friday 
nights for some casual interaction with 
Brigade members. Even if you’re not a 
member, come along and have a chat about 
your fi re prevention plan, fi nd out about your 
brigade and get to know the people who are 
just like you, residents of Toodyay. 

Toodyay 
Neighbourhood and 

Rural Watch
‘Neighbours Looking after 

Neighbours’

Desraé Clarke

GRAFFITI – what is it?
‘Graffiti is property damage by 
application of substances, paint or 
posters, to the surface of property, 
public or private, without consent 
of the owner of the property.’

 Graffi ti is a criminal offence which results 
in property damage and costs millions of 
dollars, each year, to remove and repair the 
damage caused.
 A graffi ti vandal is liable to imprisonment 
for a period of 12 months and a fi ne of up 
to $12,000. Graffi ti can be removed – but a 
criminal record can tag one for life!
 Further information can be obtained from:
 www.goodbyegraffi ti.wa.gov.au
 Graffi ti Reporting Hotline
    1800 44 22 55 
 Toodyay Police  9574 2212
 CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000

Toodyay Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue

Centenary Celebration
1910 - 2010

Open Day: 23 October - 10am - 2pm

Unveiling of Plaque for 100 Years Service
All welcome to help us celebrate 100 years of service to the community 

at the Toodyay Colocation Centre (Fire Station.)

Colouring Competition for Kids
Entry Forms available from Toodyay Herald offi ce

from 15 September 2010 
 Closing date for entries: 15 October 2010
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education

Toodyay 
Your

will be  for CLOSED REFURBISHMENT
from Thursday 14th October 2010 and

REOPENING on Tuesday 19th October 2010

ATM services will still be available during this time.

We apologise for any inconvenience and look forward
to seeing you again in the newly refitted branch.

Comm    nity Bank ® 

Don’t forget your welcome to come to the Annual General Meeting of
Toodyay & Districts Financial Services Ltd on the 26th October at 7pm

Red Hill Excursion
ON Thursday the 9th of September 2010, 
Mrs Ellis and Miss Atkinson’s Year 3 classes, 
parents and Ms Parker went to Red Hill 
Landfill Centre. We went there because we 
have been learning about the environment 
and the three R’s. They are Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle.
  A lady called Lisa came on the bus and we 
started the tour. We had a look at a landfill cell 
and it was empty. After we had had a look at 
the empty landfill cell we had a look at the full 
landfill cell. It was very big and full of rubbish. 
Then we had a look at the green waste. At the 
green waste piles we had to look carefully at 
it. Lisa told that if we did this we would see it 
steaming. Then we went to the recycling bins. 
Next we drove on a bit and saw people putting 
rubbish in a recycling bin. Then we went to the 
energy making shed, then we had a look at the 
methane gas ponds.
 After the tour we went to the education 
Centre. There were eight stations. The first 
station was where we had to sort out the rubbish 
into the right bin. The second one was where 
you had to write down which shed waste 
products were flammable. At the third station 
you had to put rubbish into the right bins like 
compost bin, garage sale, recycling bin and 
waste bin. The fourth one was where we had 
to fill in the missing words about methane gas. 
At the fifth station you had to write down the 

things that do not belong at a landfill site and 
you had to go in the landfill cave. The sixth 
station was where we had to write down the 

things that the R Gang were made of. There 
were all kinds of things on the R Gang. The 
seventh one was where you had to write down 
things that you could recycle. The eighth 
activity was where you had to throw objects 
in a bin, if you missed you had to write that 
object on a list and say what you should do 
with it. Then we went to the art room. At the 
art room we made a man out of lots of recycled 
materials. We also made a playground. After 
art we had lunch and went back to school.

Luke Robartson.

ON Thursday the 9th of September our class 
and Miss Atkinson’s class went to the Red Hill 
Landfill Centre.
 When we got there we went on a tour around 
the site. We saw a landfill cell but it was empty, 
then we went to another landfill cell and this 
cell was full of rubbish. There were trucks 
pushing litter and trucks dropping off litter. The 
lady who took us on the tour asked questions 
about recycle, reuse and reduce. We found out 
another one, called recover.
 The trip was awesome. On the bus I felt sick, 
when I got off the bus I was fine. We had lunch, 
I had a sandwich, choc milk, fruit and the box 
was recyclable, it was plastic. After lunch we 
went back to school.

Riley Blankendaal 
ON Thursday the 9th of September, Mrs 
Ellis’s class and Miss Atkinson’s class went 
on an excursion. We went to Red Hill Landfill 
Centre. We went at 9 0’clock and got there 
by 10 o’clock. We went there because we are 
learning about recycling.
 When we got to Red Hill we went all around 

the dump. First we saw the landfill cell, this is 
where all the rubbish goes. Next we went to a 
landfill cell where all the rubbish was pilled up. 
Then we went to a line of mulch, there were 
three lines of mulch. We went to the hazardous 
waste shed where the dangerous waste gets 
sorted. Then we went to the recycling bins, 
there were glass bins, can bins, newspaper 
bins and plastic bins. Next we went to the toxic 
waste where the rubbish goes into plastic bags. 
 When we finished the tour we went to the 
Education Centre where we played eight 
games. My favourite game was the rubbish 
cave. After the eight games we made people 
and a playground using recycled stuff. 
 Last of all we went back to school on the bus.

Kelly Stevens
ON Thursday the 9th of September 2010 our 
class went on an excursion to Red Hill Landfill 
Centre, parents came to help. We went to Red 
Hill because we have been learning about 
looking after our environment and the three 
R’s.
 When we got to Red Hill Landfill Centre 
Lisa took us on a tour around the landfill site. 
She talked to us about the places we stopped 
to look at. They were the landfill cells, one was 
empty and one was full. We also stopped at the 

compost piles, the hazardous waste shed and 
the recycling depot.
 After the bus tour we went to the Education 
Centre. We went around all the activities, we Continued Page 12

did eight different activities all about waste and 
what to do with it. My favourite was the rubbish 
heap that had a cave under it. We had to look 
for stuff that you could recycle or reuse.
 Then we went back to school and did some 
work about the excursion. My favourite part 
was going on the tour, I felt really great on the 
excursion.

Kayla Day
ON Thursday 9th September we went to 
Red Hill with Miss Atkinson, Mrs Ellis, Mrs 
Parker and Mrs Pringle. When we got there I 
saw a bilby. It ran under the cars. We got out 
of the bus and had recess then went on a tour. 
The first stop was a hole. It was huge. The 
next site was a filled hole of rubbish. There 
was trucks dumping rubbish. There was all 
different rubbish like chains, bottles, plastic 
and glass. Next stop is the dams with moors and 
ropes. Next stop was bays of different rubbish, 
batteries, phones, wood and asbestos. They 
would not take it in unless it was wrapped in 
plastic and tarped up. The next stop was lunch 
then we went to the recycling centre. There 
were 8 games. They were fun. Then we made a 
R-gang then we left and went back to Toodyay.

Anthony Andrijich
Year 3 Atkinson

ON Thursday 9th September Mrs Ellis, Miss 
Atkinson, Mrs Parker, Mrs Pringle, Mrs 
Fletcher, Mrs Carlin, Mrs Leyland and Mrs 
Johnston and us went to the Red Hill tip.
 We then went on the bus. I was at the back. I 
sat next to Tyra and Rayne. I played cards with 
Tyra and Aaliyah. We played Go Fish.
 After we got off the bus and we had recess. 
We made hedgehog slice with Mrs Parker last 
Wednesday. It tasted very chocolaty. 
 After recess we got back on the bus and had 
a tour. I sat in the 4th seat from the back. I sat 
next to Tyra.
 On the tour we saw a hole in the ground. It 
had plastic lining in it so the rubbish won’t 
touch the soil. They were going to fill the hole 
with rubbish that came from all of the houses 
in Perth.
 Then we went to another hole. There were 
trucks dumping rubbish at the hole. There were 



You’re invited
Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting for Toodyay &
Districts Community Financial Services LTD
ABN 67 090 105 249 will be held on 26th
October 2010 at the Toodyay Community Centre.
The AGM will commence at 7.00pm.

Following the AGM we invite you for supper.

We invite all contributors and members of our
community to join us.

We look forward to seeing you there.

For further information please call 9574 4077.

Toodyay & Districts Community Financial Services LTD

education
lunch, students returned to their classrooms 
and completed a reflection activity with 
their classroom teacher. The aim of the day’s 
activities was to promote literacy, foster 
co-operative learning and ensure that the 
students had lots of fun!

Literacy Day Recounts

On Tuesday 24th August 2010 the year 
1,2,3 Kindy and Pre-primary classes went 
to different classes. First Mrs Bartlett sung 
a song called “ My highland Goat”. Then we 
got a piece of paper and it showed a goat. 
We cut it out. Mrs Bartlett got some black 
and white paint to paint the goat. We painted 
with our fingers, then we did the head, then 
we did the body. We waited for it to dry and 
we got a paper clip and we put it in the head 
so the head could move. Then we went to 
Miss Brown’s class and she read a story 
about Rumplestiltskin. We worked with a 
buddy. One person did the sewing and then 
the other person did the sewing. We got glue 
and gold string and went around a black line 
on the spinning wheel. In Mrs Stanbrook’s 
class we did sandcastles. My partner was 
Daniel in Miss Brown’s, Mrs Bartlett’s and 
Mrs Stanbrook’s class. It was a fun day. We 
went for recess and lunch and we had two 
and a half hours of fun. I had fifteen people 
in my group. It was awesome.

by Jack Richards
Yr 3 Atkinson

On Tuesday 24th August 2010 we had 
Literacy day and we switched classes and 
everybody lined up and we went in every 
class. The first class I went to was Miss 
Wither’s and she read a story about a magic 
beach. I made a sandcastle in the tray and 
it was fun. Next we went to Miss Read’s 
and Miss Ogilvie- O’Neil’s class. The story 
was about Mr Magnolia. He lost his boots. 
We done a goat and made him out of paper. 
Then we drawed him with pencil, coloured 
him and cut him out. Then we had to stick 
him on the paper. The last class was at Kindy 
with Mrs Scott. We made a little cloud and 
we had to work with a partner because we 
had to help the little kids. They got paper and 
crayon and they painted grey with paint. I 
made a butterfly from a grey piece of paper. 
My favourite activity was doing the butterfly 
because I got to choose it.

By Aaliyah Indich
Yr3 Atkinson

On Tuesday 24th August 2010 we had a 
Literacy Day. I went to other classes. Mrs 
Ellis read a story about the Australian version 
of the ‘Three Billy Goats Gruff’. We acted 
out the story and I was the bunyip. The 
kangaroo pretended to kick me and I fell 
over. Mrs Ellis gave us a mask of a kangaroo. 
Next we went into the wet area with Mrs 
Sheridan. We watched how to use chopsticks 
on a laptop. We then had to pick up things 
with chopsticks like cotton, pasta and 
plasticine. There was also a Chinese thing 
like a dragon. Then I went to my class and we 
done a picture of a troll. Miss Atkinson read 
a story and acted out the ‘Three Billy Goats 
Gruff’ with wooden puppets. We looked at 
lots of troll pictures. I drew a picture of a 
Troll. His name is Scary the Troll. I liked 
drawing the Troll the best because I like my 
picture. I hope there is a next Literacy Day 
because it’s really fun.

By Ben Perry-Smith
Yr3 Atkinson

Ph: 9574 4422   Fax: 9574 2344  Email: info@toodyayclassiccars.com.au
www.toodyayclassiccars.com.au

Due to our increasing workload, we have had to review our work schedules for the remainder of this year.  As we need to spend 
signifi cantly more time on our restoration projects we intend to spend September and October 2010 working exclusively on these.

It is with regret that we cannot work on modern car servicing or repairs until November 2010 when we will take bookings for the 
whole month.

We realise this may be inconvenient to our growing list of modern service customers, but hope they will “work” with us until 
staffi ng levels improve.

Story of the Monaro

The latest vehicle to roll off the Toodyay Classic Cars restoration conveyor belt is a 1975 
HJ Monaro GTS.

The car was owned from new by John Della Bosca from Westonia.  The car was subject 
to a ground up restoration and was taken back to its original showroom condition.

Johns father purchased the car from City Motors in Perth from new and gave the car to 
John who then worked for two years without wages to pay his father back.  The car was 
originally built in Adelaide and is now to be used for car shows and special occasions.Before...

After...

tyres in the rubbish. Not good. If tyres are under 
the ground they work their way to the top. If 
they catch on fire they burn for a long time and 
the smoke isn’t very nice for us to breathe.
 After that we went to the compost piles. 
There was steam coming out of the compost 
piles because it is 60 degrees inside it. They 
are also known as windrows. They use the 
compost for their plants and sell the compost 
to Bayswater.
 There are separate areas for batteries, 
mattresses, pots, asbestos and plastic containers. 
If you have pots you could put them in a 
different pile to the batteries. Everybody could 
recycle.
 After that we went to a dam. There were lines 
all over the dam and little round floats. Then we 
headed back to the place where we ate recess.
 After we went to the dam we went to the 
activities.
 1# was called “Do you know your waste”. 
That is when you write down what does not 
go into the wheelie bins. Make sure you put 
everything in the right bin to help the Earth. 
 2# was called “Household Hazardous 
Waste”. In this game you have to write down 
what is dangerous in your garden shed. There 
are letters you have to write down. A,B,C and 
D. If you have paint don’t put it in the wrong 
bin.
 3# was called “Sort it out”. You had four 
places to put things in. One place was the 
compost, the second was the yard sale, the 
recycling bin or the green lidded bin.
 4# was called “Turning Landfill Gas into 
Electricity”. In this station you used this 
window with the four “R’s” saying words. The 
four “R’s” are Reuse, Recover, Recycle and 
Reduce.
 5# was called “Managing a Landfill Cell”. 
You have a big junk pile. You write down things 
that you can recycle or re-use. Mrs Pringle 
took us through the tunnel and she saw a fake 
red- back spider. There were light bulbs, CD’s, 
hats, bikes, bottles and cartons.
 6# was when you have three bins. You write 
down things that don’t belong in them. This 
was called “Introducing the R gang”. 
 7# was when you had to choose which one 

was better for the environment. That was called 
“Are You a Smart Shopper?”
 Last but not least 8#. This one is when you 
choose a fake thing from the table and throw it 
in a bin. If you miss you write down what will 
happen to it and how it affect the environment. 
This was called “Looking at Litter Behaviour”.
 Then we went out to have lunch. Then we 
got on the bus and went back to school.
 That was the fun nest day ever. I liked all of 
the activities and number 8 was my favourite. 
We went there to learn how to recycle and 
not litter anywhere because it will hurt the 
environment.

Erin Hall
Year 3 Atkinson

THE Year 3’s went to Red Hill. We catched a 
bus to Red Hill. We had our recess. We went 
back on the bus on a little trip to see where all 
the rubbish goes. It goes in a big hole in the 
ground and all the water goes out over the hole. 
There’s paper in the hole then they pump it out 
over the ground and in a water truck. Then they 
clean the water and then they take 3 years to 
fill the hole. There is a lot of rubbish that’s 
been for a lot of time, maybe 3 days or more, 
sometimes even a month or more, or maybe a 
year and there are trucks putting rubbish – too 
much rubbish for the world. The rubbish dump 
is huge. There is more rubbish in the world 
than you can imagine. The hole is 70 metres 
long and 10 metres deep. The rubbish dump 
has fences all around it. It is in Perth. It was 
a long trip. Then we went to have our lunch. 
Then we went to the Education Centre. We 
built things. It was fun. I wish we did it again. 
It was so, so, so fun.

Coogan Love
Year 3 Atkinson

Jump Rope for 
Heart

Ms D Atkinson, Mrs J Bartlett, Ms K 
Brown and Mrs B Ellis
Jump Rope for Heart Team

THIS term the Year 2 and 3 students have been 
participating in the Heart Foundation’s Jump 
Rope for Heart programme. Participation 

Continued from Page 11 in this programme has helped to develop 
the children’s fundamental movement 
skills, improve their health and fitness and 
encourage healthy lifestyle behaviours. 
Learning a range of skipping skills and new 
tricks has also been fun and challenging. 

 The programme has also been a great way 
to encourage our students to get involved in 
our community and help Australia’s leading 
heart health charity, the Heart Foundation. 
On Wednesday 8 September we participated 
in a Jump Off Day to celebrate the conclusion 
of the Heart Foundation Jump Rope for Heart 
programme. Prior to this day, the students 
had been busily seeking sponsorship to raise 
money for the Heart Foundation so that the 
Foundation can continue with their lifesaving 
work. The Year 2 and Year 3 students raised 
an astounding $3233.
 Many thanks to the students and parents 
who committed their time and generosity to 
support the programme.

Junior Primary 
Literacy Activity 

Day
Jill Orgles
Collaborative Leader

AS part of Book Week celebrations, on 
Tuesday 24 August, all students from K-3 
participated in literacy activities at school. 
Throughout the morning, students rotated 
through three different hands-on activities 
involving fiction and non-fiction books. After 

All writing to be in short story format and the 
original work of the entrant.

A COMPLETED COVER SHEET MUST 
ACCOMPANY EACH ENTRY. 

* Guidelines for writers and cover sheets are 
available from the Toodyay Herald, Toodyay 
District High School and the Toodyay Library
* There is a limit of one entry per person.
* The winners will be announced and
published in the December issue of the 
Toodyay Herald

Entry is open only to 
residents of the Shire of 
Toodyay. 
There are fi ve categories:
1. Lower Primary -
Years 1, 2 & 3
2. Middle Primary -
Years  4 & 5
3. Upper Primary  -
Years    6 & 7
4. Lower Secondary – 
Years  8,9 & 10
5. Adults.

The closing date for entries is Friday 15th October 2010
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Notice of Adoption of Local
Planning Policy

Local Planning Policy No 10
Temporary Accommodation During the Construction of a Dwelling

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Clause 2.4.3 of Local Planning
Scheme No 4 that Council resolved on 19 August 2010 to adopt
amendments to the following Local Planning Policy:

• LPP.10 - Temporary Accommodation During the Construction of a 
Dwelling.

Copies of the Local Planning Policies are available for inspection at the
Shire of Toodyay’s Administration Centre, 15 Fiennes Street, Toodyay
and are also available for viewing on Council’s website www.toodyay.
wa.gov.au.

Simon Fraser
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TDHS
School Council

Owen Catto
Chairperson
 
OPERATION and FUNCTIONS
YOUR School Council got off to a slow 
start in 2010.  This was due to a lack of 
continuity in both representation by parents 
and community and the keeping of office.  The 
Council deemed it necessary to both update 
the School Council Terms of Reference, have 
a staggered rotation of its members and coopt 
help with the secretariat of Council.  I am 
pleased to report that this is all now in place 
and your School Council is passionate about 
promoting the school in the community, one 
of its core functions.  Other functions of the 
school council are to take part in:

1. Establishing and reviewing the schools 
objectives, priorities and general policy 
directions;

2. Planning of financial arrangements 
necessary to fund those objectives, 
priorities and directions;

3. Evaluate the school’s performance in 
achieving them;

4. Formulating codes of conduct for 
students at the school;

5. To determine in consultation with 
students, parents and staff a dress code 
for students when they are attending or 
representing the school.

MEMBERSHIP
School Council is made up of a majority of non 
school staff.  Current membership of TDHS 
School Council is:
Parent Representatives

Owen Catto 9574 4682
(Chairperson)
 ottac@eftel.com.au
Clare Love 9623 2392
 clarebearlove@westnet.com.au
Wayne Fletcher 9574 5126
 fletch@ctemail.net.au
Vacant 

Community Representatives
Sally Martin 9574 2073
 jhmartin54@bigpond.com.au
Geoff Dickson 9574 9555
 geoff.dickson@police.wa.gov.au

Staff of School Representatives
Wendy Camenzuli 
(Principal) 9574 2296 (school)
 wendy.camenzuli@det.wa.edu.au
Kerry Knowles 9574 2296 (school)
 kerry.knowles@det.wa.edu.au
Rachel Bishop 9574 2296 (school)
 rachel.bishop@det.wa.edu.au
Kylie Brown 9574 2296 (school)
 kylie.brown@det.wa.edu.au
Petrina Moffet 9623 2398 
 moffet@wn.com.au

POSITIVE HAPPENINGS
A number of great things are happening at 
our school:

1. Recent building projects will help the 
school enjoy state of the art Science, Art/
Music and primary school classrooms.

2. The school survey recently sent out 
randomly to parents, staff and students 
from the school should provide the school 
and School Council with information to 
guide future planning efforts.

3. There are a number of positive social 
programmes that are currently running 
in both primary and secondary school 
- Jump Rope for Heart, No Limits, 
Breakfast Club to name a few.

BECOME INVOLVED
Research shows that by being positively 
involved in your children’s education, your 
child benefits along with the school and wider 
community.  There are a number of channels 
for you to be able to make a difference.
 Firstly, you can go direct to the school.  The 
doors of the school are open; dialogue with 
staff is welcomed and encouraged.  Encourage 
others to come and talk about all issues 
effecting their child’s education.  For a parent, 
communicating with your child’s teachers is 
not just a right, it is an obligation.  You, your 
child and the school will benefit.
 Secondly, you can approach the School 
Council members.  Their contacts are shown 
above for that reason and that is why they 
are there.  We will listen with empathy, 
understanding and integrity.  Your issues will 
be presented to school administration in a 
confidential and supportive manner.  
 Your issues may not necessarily be concerns.  
You may have a bright idea about how our 
school can function better.  Tell your friends, 
bring issues to the table for discussion and don’t 
just leave them in the car park!
 Let’s work together to improve the education 
of our children through our school, family life 
and community involvement.

P&C News  
GOING to the Toodyay Show? Fancy some 
homemade Cornish pasties, quiches, lemon 
slice or scones while you’re there? 
 Grab a bite to eat at the Pavilion and help 
your local P&C to raise money at the same 
time. The Yummy Chummy students will be 
providing their popular Cornish pasties, as 
well as quiches and lemon slice. Other great 
food on offer includes scones, cakes, assorted 
rolls, cool drinks and tea/coffee. This will 
be our biggest fundraiser of the year and we 
would once again appreciate your support, 
so visit us for a great range of morning and 
afternoon teas or a homemade lunch. If you 
would like to donate some drinks or food, or 
can help out with food preparation and serving 
on the day, please contact Therese Chitty on 
9574 4274.
 We had a very successful canteen 
profitability meeting in September and, while 
we are still waiting on the final report from 
the WA School Canteen Association, changes 
have already been made in the canteen, taking 
onboard some of the parents’ suggestions. If 
you have any queries or concerns regarding 
the changes, or other ideas, please come along 
to the next P&C meeting and share your 
thoughts.
 On Saturday 16 October, the P&C is 
holding a busy bee at the school to reduce 
fire risk during the forthcoming summer. 
We will be raking up and burning leaves and 
debris. The Shire of Toodyay is assisting us 
and will ensure it is safe for us to burn on 
that day. Another fire hazard at the school is 
the build up of leaves and rubbish under the 
demountables. The school has arranged for the 
demountables to be cleaned out underneath 
and the P&C has offered to help erect screens 
around the base of the demountables to 
prevent more leaves and rubbish from going 
under them. If you can spare an hour or two, 
we will be there from 8am. Bring a rake, 
shovel, wheelbarrow, water, kids and a friend! 
Morning tea will be provided so, if you can 
help out, please contact Kerry Skinner on 
9574 5126
 The next P&C meeting is on 20 October 
starting at 7pm in the school staffroom.

Toodyay Kindergym
Karen Gale
Vice President 

THIS term at Kindergym flew by with lots of 
exciting things happening. The children  had 
lots of fun going through circuits that involved 
jumping, crawling, rolling and balancing.
 If you would like to join us, Kindergym takes 
place at the Sports Pavilion, Toodyay Show 
Grounds, from 9.30 every Friday that school’s 
on. It would be great to see you. 
 Special guests this term were the Autumn 

Club and grandparents’ day where they were 
all invited to join in and have as much fun as 
the kids. Some of the guests even showed up 
the parents; it was fabulous to see. After class 
we shared a sumptuous morning tea with cakes, 
slices, biscuits and homemade lemonade. 
 Kindergym had its end of term outing at 

the Free Range 
Emu Farm. We 
all had a morning 
tea picnic under 
the trees then were 
led to see the emus 
by a friendly and 
accommodating 
lady named Jan. 
She  p rov ided 
many interesting 
facts on the emus, 
like why they’re 
on the Australian 

Coat of Arms; it’s because they can’t run 
backwards! The children got to hear the noise 
emus make, collect a feather or two, and hold 
an emu’s egg. Their, as well as some of the 
parents’, favourite activity was when we saw 
the emu’s chicks and actually got to touch one. 
 Toodyay Kindergym held its AGM this term 
and it was exciting to see several new faces 
that have joined the committee. Thank you 
ladies; it is absolutely wonderful to know that 
Kindergym will go on. We must also thank the 
past committee for all the dedication and work 
they have put in to make Kindergym what it is 
today. Thanks also to Daphne who has helped 
us pack away our equipment every Friday for 
longer than I have been involved. Thank You!

Toodyay Youthcare 
Council

 
ON 25 September we held our final street stall 
and raffle for the school chaplaincy for the 

year. Grateful thanks to all those who provided 
cakes, preserves, garden produce, etc. Once 
again we are indebted to the local Toodyay 
community for their very generous support, 
although this was supplemented on this 
occasion by a bus load of Casey’s Tours folk.
 Earlier this month a very successful family 
concert brought together many and varied 
talented performers from our town. We 
acknowledge the energy and commitment 
from Rosemary Bond who introduced and 
has continued to organise this popular annual 
event, we will surely miss her next year.
 A special thanks to The Toodyay Shire for 
their ongoing support including the waiving 
of the hall hire for this concert. The Shire 
has again given generous financial support 
towards our efforts to provide the chaplain 
service at our school.
 Raffle Results: 1st Prize: Money Tree: 
Adele; 2nd Prize: Child Art Kit: Liz Ferguson; 
3rd Prize: Assorted Beauty Products (Donated 
by Paws & Claws): Trish Page.
  Next month we look forward to our Car 
Boot Sale behind the Anglican Church on 
Saturday, 23 October. Call Moya Bruce to 
book a bay for $10 on 9574 4080.

Monday to Thursday
6am to 11am
3pm - 7pm

Friday
6am to 4pm

Sunday
8am to 11am

Free Weights
Machines

Cardio
Group Training

Personal Training

9574 5687
22 Stirling Terrace

Toodyay

mailto:ottac@eftel.com.au
mailto:fletch@activ8.net.au
mailto:jhmartin54@bigpond.com.au
mailto:wendy.camenzuli@det.wa.edu.au
mailto:kerry.knowles@det.wa.edu.au
mailto:rachel.bishop@det.wa.edu.au
mailto:kylie.brown@det.wa.edu.au
mailto:moffet@wn.com.au


RAMMED EARTH     $585,000 
3x2 + Study, Immaculate 5acres  

SUPER BLOCK                      $259,000 
4.9 Acre lot, great outlook fenced on 3 
sides. 

BARGAIN                                $395,000 
5 Pastured acres spacious 3 bed 
home,views fresh water w/mill. 

BIG QUEENSLANDER        $799,000 
14.8 Acres Tranquil Location Perth Side 
Good Bore. 

CLACKLINE                         $199,000 
2 Acres Zoned Rural, suit Kennels etc 
Top Location. 

TOWN BLOCK                      $110,000 
1,503 SQM Close to Showgrounds ideal 
Building Lot.  

TOWN COTTAGE                  $275,000 
3 Bed, Main Street Location, Rear Ac-
cess ideal for contractor or Business 

12m X 9m WORKSHOP          $385,000 
2 Bed, Enclosed under croft & Rooms, 5   
Parkland Acres Quiet Location. 

SPRING TIME 
REAL ESTATE SALES HERE IN 

TOODYAY ARE SHOWING SOME 
POSITIVE SIGNS AGAIN 

I URGENTLY NEED MORE HOMES 
& VACANT LAND  

PLEASE CALL ME FOR A 
CONFIDENTIAL  APPRAISAL 

VIEWS-LOCATION               $278,000 
3 Bedrooms, Air/Con, Workshop. Ideal 
1st Home or Investment  943SQM lot 

PARK VIEWS ESTATE          $259,000                  
5.2 Acres, Quiet Cul de sac, Pasture & 
Bush 

40 ACRES                                $650,000 
Massive 6 Bed Home, Spring Fed Dams 
Air/Con, Needs some TLC. 

MORANGUP                            $665,000 
38 Acres, Views/BG Pool, Sheds, Good 
Bore. Only 25 minutes to Midland . 

SECLUDED 40 ACRES             $299,000 
Huge Reduction, Great Grazing/Cropping  
2 Wells & Bore BE QUICK!!!!!! 

RARE FIND                               $299,000 
Huge Shed approved for Accommodation, 
3.5 Acres Overlooks Township. 

INDUSTRIAL BLOCK          $108,000 
1,000 SQM, Scheme Water, Great Invest-
ment 2 Road Frontage. 

UNIQUE                                   $429,000 
3 Bed Cottage, 5 Fertile Acres, Garage, 
Excellent Fresh Water Bore.  

Open 7 days 
120c Stirling Tce 

TOODYAY 

 

Tel 9574 2800 
Call Jennifer Stageman for 
further details on the above  

Properties  
SELLERS WANTED 

Free Appraisals  
No Sale No Fee Guarantee !  
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Spring has returned. It looks like the spring of last year, but it is a new spring 
with its fresh branches and fl owers.

All the peoples of the world are awaiti ng two Events, one closely following 
the other.  All wait for the fulfi lment of this promise. In the Bible the Jews 
have the promise of the Lord of Hosts and the Messiah; in the Gospel the 
return of Christ and Elijah is promised. In Sunni Islam there is the prom-
ise of the Mahdi and the Messiah. In Shiah Islam they are waiti ng for the 
Qáim and the return of Imám Husayn.  Zoroastrians and the other religions 
have similar expectati ons. The Bible and the Quran and Moslem Traditi ons 
pointed to the middle of the Nineteenth Century as the ti me of fulfi lment of 
their prophecies.  It has been prophesied that in the ti me of these two Mani-
festati ons the earth will be transformed and the world of existence will be 
renewed…and the world will become the mirror of the Heavenly Kingdom.  
Christi ans and Moslems expected the coming of their promised ones in the 
way described in their Holy Books.  However, Christ did not descend from 
heaven upon the clouds and the Day of Resurrecti on anti cipated by Moslems 
did not eventuate.

The Baha’is believe that the prophecies of the Holy Books were fulfi lled 
with the appearance of the Báb (meaning the Gate) in 1844, and Bahá’u’lláh 
(meaning the Glory of God) in 1853.  They brought new laws and teachings 
from God suited to the needs of this age.  The heavens of exiti ng religions 
passed away and a new heaven and earth spread out.  The new Day of God 
dawned with the Words of God heard by Bahá’u’lláh, as He lay in chain in 
the Black Pit of Tihran.  He recounts: One night, in a dream, these exalted 
words were heard on every side: ‘Verily, We shall render Thee victorious by 
Thyself and by Thy Pen. Grieve Thou not for that which hath befallen Thee, 
neither be Thou afraid, for Thou art in safety. Erelong will God raise up the 
treasures of the earth -- men who will aid Thee through Thyself and through 
Thy Name, wherewith God hath revived the hearts of such as have recog-
nized Him….”

For informati on, email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au or call 08 9330 6999

THINGS are moving faster and faster 
now for Toodyay Community Radio. 
We have received some donations of 
equipment from other community radio 
stations, as well as promises of grants and 
funding from the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission and Lotterywest. The best 
news of all, was that we were granted 
our Temporary Community Broadcasting 
Licence (TCBL) last  week. We are 
allowed to broadcast at a power of 1000 
watts which, for a station like us, is quite 
powerful (the community radio station 
at York only has a licence to broadcast 
at 100 watts.) Therefore, there should be 
a nice clear signal all around Toodyay – 
hills permitting! We were even granted 
the frequency that we requested of 91.3 
FM, so we can now get serious with our 
test broadcasts. We still plan to commence 
broadcasting on 3 December.
 Being incorporated, we can now offer 
memberships to help raise money, as 
well as allow people a voice in how we 
operate. We arranged the membership fees 
to try and keep them as low as possible, 
and I’m sure you will agree that they are 
very reasonable. Firstly, the fee for normal 
individuals and for other community 
groups is just $30 a year. Secondly, there 
is also a concession fee for anyone on a 
concession card of only $15 a year. And, 
lastly, there is a family membership of 
$50 giving even greater value depending 
on the size of your family. Our corporate 
membership is also priced at $50, as is 
obviously a great rate for businesses.
 I also want to remind people that, being 
a community group ourselves, any other 
local community or interest group can 
advertise with us for free. So if you are 
part of a local community or interest 
group and you are looking for new 
members, promoting yourselves or you 
want to advertise an open day, meeting or 
a function or just to let people know where 
and when you meet, we’ll do all of that
 for you for free. In community radio,
these are called ‘Community Service 
Announcements’ and you can change your 
announcement or message at any time, 
and there is no limit to the number of 

Toodyay Community Radio

announcements that you can have read out.
 Having so many groups in Toodyay, we 
expect this to be very popular. I would 
strongly suggest that if you are part of a 
community or local interest group, you 
should start getting your announcements 
ready now. You can send your drafts to 
me at toodyayradio@live.com.au; these 
are usually about 15-20 seconds long. 
Obviously, these will just be basic ones, 
such as who you are, what you do, where 
and when you meet and any contact 
details, but it means that we can start 
recording them for you now, get a head 
start including them in our programming 
and can then be broadcasting them as soon 
as we get our licence. That way, when you 
are ready to advertise a specific event with 
us later, we can insert these easier. If you 
have any questions, please give me a call 
on 9574 4554.
 I also strongly feel that small businesses, 
and Toodyay is full of them, should be 
able to afford proper advertising. We have 
therefore structured our advertising rates 
(or ‘Sponsorship’ in community radio talk) 
to make them as cheap as we can. For 
example, we can offer an announcement 
package of only $2 per 30 second spot, 
whist other packages offer an extended 
number of announcements at different 
rates. Compare these rates to advertising 
on commercial radio or in the yellow 
pages, and I think you’ll agree how low 
our rates are.
 As a ‘not-for-profit’ group, our aim is 
to use any money raised to improve the 
station, as well as donate money back 
into the community by donating money 
or goods to other local groups, donations 
to Toodyay District High School or gifts 
to people in need. We would also be in a 
position to sponsor people or groups in 
Toodyay.
 The one question we are getting asked 
most, is “What sort of music are you going 
to play?” As I tell everybody, “What sort 
of music do you want?”
 We have come up with a draft schedule, 
which you’ll find above, and we hope 
we have catered for most people’s tastes. 
There’s also a brief description of some 

of the programmes (more next month) so 
you know what’s it’s all about. Again, if 
you have any ideas, please let us know and 
we’ll do some fine tuning!
The Breakfast Show
Wake up and start the day with some local 
news, weather and traffic information, 
some real music variety, national news on 
the hour, community announcements and 
much more. Whether you’re at home or at 
work, we’ll get you motivated.
All Day Requests With Jukebox Radio
This is where Toodyay gets to choose the 
music while you’re at home or at work. A 
selection of over 5000 songs are available 
from our music library to choose from, 
from the 50’s to today, on our website. 
‘Click’ on the song that you want, and it 
jumps into the queue to be played, just like 
a giant Jukebox!

BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC

TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•  Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.

•  A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg. 
testing.

•  House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
•  No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.

•  Travel chargedfrom Post Offi ce for farm visits.
•  Our usual service applies any other day.

•  Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.
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Proposed Schedule 

Toodyay Talkback
News, special guests, reviews, interviews, 
local interest debates and discussions and 
the chance for you to phone in to have 
your say.
50’s, 60’s, 70’s & 80’s Show
A pick of the best feel-good music from the 
50’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. A lively presented 
programme with a local twist.
Comedy Hour
Classic radio comedy shows such as Dad’s 
Army, Steptoe and Son, Hancock’s Half 
Hour, The Hitchhiker’s Guide To The 
Galaxy, etc. 
Drama Hour
Radio drama plays and thrillers presented 
as a serial. The Drama Hour also includes 
‘A Book At Bedtime’. Classic books and 
novels broadcast as a series for you to relax 
and enjoy, including Dan Brown’s ‘The Lost 
Symbol’, Tom Frame’s ‘HMAS Sydney’, 
James Herbert’s ‘The Ghosts of Sleath’ and 
Wilbur Smith’s ‘Assegai’. 
A perfect way to wind down at the end of 
the day.
Overnight Request Show With Jukebox 
Radio
For all the night owls in Toodyay. If you’re 
up late, why not listen to the music you 
want to. A selection of over 5000 songs are 
available from our music library to choose 
from, from the 50’s to today, on our website. 
‘Click’ on the song that you want, and it 
jumps into the queue to be played, just like 
a giant Jukebox!
Party Warm Up
2 hours of music from the 50’s to today all 
mixed up. All of the music in the show has 
a ‘feel-good’ mood to set you up for the 
evening.
The Best Party In Town
Whether you’re going out or staying in, 
we’ve got the best party music for you. 
From Disco to Rock, Club Classics to Party. 
‘The Best Party In Town’ is at YOUR house. 
‘The Best Party In Town’ also becomes a 
live event as we broadcast live from a local 
venue in Toodyay once a month.
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Diner
After bringing you ‘The Best Party In 
Town’, we take you back to the time of 
Bobby Socks and Poodle Skirts, crushed 
velvet and sideburns! 4 hours of twisting 
and bopping from The Rock & Roll Diner!



when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets 12 ½ to 17 year olds, male and 
female. Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. 
Friday 6:30pm to 9:30pm, during school term. 708squ@
cadetnet.gov.au
AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.
ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets fi rst Tuesday of the month, 7pm at The Old Police 
Station in Duke St Sth. For all interested in arts/crafts,  
workshops. Enquiries to Wendy on 9574 4172 
AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
For breastfeeding information and the company of other 
mums. 2nd Tuesday of month, Parent Information Centre, 
Gordon Street Northam 10am-noon. 4th Tuesday of month 
Toodyay Playgroup 10am  - noon. Contact Louise for more 
details on 9574 0229
AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday, 1pm to 4pm. Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Contact Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587
AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of each month (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay 
Race Course. Contact: Sandra 9574 4429
AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday of each month at Dept of Water, 
254 Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.
AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday every month , 8pm at the old engineers quarters  
next to Northam Railway Museum, Fitzgerald Street Northam. 
Ph 9622 1192 .
AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Monthly meeting 4th Sunday 9am to 10pm, Workshops 2nd 
and 4th Sunday 9am - Wool Pavilion, Toodyay Sports Ground. 
BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm
BINGO
Every Wednesday, eyes down 7.30pm Community Centre 

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. Training 2nd Thursday of each 
month.

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
The next immunisation clinic: Call for details. Please call Sheree 
on 9574 4577 to book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday of month from October to April, June and 
August, 5pm at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday of each month, 1.30pm, 
C.W.A. Hall. New Members very welcome.

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

DRAMA CLASSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Monday 4-5.30pm, Call Anne on 9574 2458. 

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
Third Tuesday of each month, 6pm at the PB Kirby Centre, 
cnr Gordon and Wellington Sts, Northam. New members 
welcome. Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore 
on 9622 5203 for additional information.

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday, 1pm to 4pm at Butterly House. 
Contact Ida Edwards on 9574 2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 1st Saturday of month, 6pm at Julimar Fire Station 
followed by BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting, 
10am, Julimar Fire Station.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school 
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 or 
Chere Rothwell 9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm Saturday 
mornings at 8am at 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. New members 
welcome. Contact Cheryl Mustchin 9572 9556

MURDER MYSTERY CLUB
Meets Third Friday of the month, Toodyay Library, 10am - 
12.30. Ph Liz 9574 5967 or Dot 0407 656 853

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday of month, Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to 
November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday of each month  Council Chambers 7pm

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10am at Toodyay 
Telecentre.

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages. CWA Hall Friday afternnon and 
Saturday morning. Contact Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am Ladies and senior men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the month. 
Please contact Dave Isbill 9574 4035 for location and time. 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz and Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, new 
studio. Ages from 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys. 9574 4459. 
Saturdays 9am - 2.30pm (except school holidays)

TOODYAY BUSHWALKERS
Visiting local reserves renowned for their biodiversity. 
Wednesday mornings, 7am (Time may vary).
Contact Sally on 9574 4184 or Sarah on 9574 2118 for details.

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm 
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Thursdays 7-9pm, St. Stephen’s Church Hall.
Contact: Peter  0421704429 or Trish  9574 4330

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays)
School Library, 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday of every month (Feb - Nov), Toodyay Race 
Course. Contact Tanzi 0427 859 493

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday of each month  Duidgee Park  (near Newcastle 
Bridge) at 8am October to April and 9am May to September.  
Enquiries  9574 2578 

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays), Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion. Contact: Debra Andrijich 9574 2676

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday each month (except Jan)
Masonic Hall, Fiennes St, 7.30pm

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enquiries 
9574 4462

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets at Race Course on Thursday. For times, please phone 
Geoff Ebdon on 9574 4568

TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Monday and Wednesday 9.30 - 11.30am
Enquiries phone Sally on 9574 4184 or Jodie on 9574 5569.

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday of the Month from 7pm
CWA Hall.  Contact Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492.

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
3rd Saturday each month,  at CWA Hall 7pm. Enquiries to 
President on  9574 2560 or Secretrary on 6364 3609. Visitors 
and new members will be made very welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday each month commencing 6pm Toodyay Police 
Station (General Meeting bi-monthly - Feb, April, June, Aug, 
Oct, Dec) Enquiries 9574 2212

TOODYAY OLIVE GROWERS 
Contact Francis Moran for meeting dates 9574 5786.

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Playgroup Hall, 
Community Centre, Brenda Hutchinson 9574 4489

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION (INC.)
General Meetings 3rd Tuesday each month @ the CWA Hall, 
7pm. Committee meetings fortnightly on Tuesday evening.  
Contact Roger Bray (Chairperson) 9574 4562.

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday of month, Anglican Hall, 1.30pm

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday from 9am Parkers Cottage. 
President: CArol Worrell 0407 429 047; Secretary: Phil 
Harmer 9574 2015

TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH RSL
1st Saturday of March, May, July, September and November  
at 2pm at the Bowling Club. AGM second Saturday in 
February at the Bowling Club. Contact Lou 9574 4310

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM.
12.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Freemasons 
Hotel.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday and Friday (varies). 
Contact Prim on 9574 2490 for details.

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday of each month Fire Station, 8pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am, St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am Friday CWA Hall. 9574 4184

Toodyay Miniature 
Railway

June Eastwood

IF it is said you have reduced someone to tears, 
it is generally accepted as being nasty. However, 
we at the railway reduced a dear old lady to tears 
and we are proud of the fact! 
 This lady climbed aboard behind steamer 
Shandy and, on Shandy returning after her loop 
around, the lady had tears streaming down her 
cheeks – and was smiling broadly through the 
tears. “It is just lovely,” she cried, “it just took 
me right back – I was a child again on a steam 
train and the wheels were going clackety-clack 
and the steam was blowing.” It is reactions like 
this that make our staff wear smiles for the rest 
of the day.
 However, it was not smiles but near tears for 
our brave staff of three on Sunday of the long 
weekend. Not a usual run day and, with most of 
the regulars involved elsewhere but not wanting 
to disappoint holiday people, three decided to 
run. Swamped with would-be riders and both 
Percy and Len throwing tantrums made for a 
very stressful time. However they did soldier 
on and a couple of hundred people went away 
happy.
 Monday holiday and back to fi ve staff but 
just as stressful according to Phil who was 
having his first day of managing Shandy’s 
idiosyncrasies. Flying jet liners is much more 
civilised, apparently. Comfortable seats, no hot 
fi reboxes under your feet, they take one long 
drink before takeoff and don’t blow steam all 
over your glasses.
 Our sad tale of losing a much treasured railway 
crowbar touched hearts and we have had two 
kind offers of a pre-loved replacement for which 
we are very grateful.
 What is sad was a Toodyay rail crash on a 
foggy morning back on the 6 August 1931. At 
the Clinton Street level crossing a wheat train 
collided with the back of a school bus, pushing 
it down the track until it stopped against a fence. 
Most of the children were thrown out unharmed 
but, tragically, fi ve boys were killed.
. One of the survivors, Eric Patten still resides in 
the main street of Toodyay. Eric remembers the 
children practising their singing in preparation 
for a concert as the bus went over the crossing. 
At this moment, he bent over to pick up a penny 
from the fl oor. The coin was given to him by 
his father in order to buy a pencil at school. He 
believes, had he not been bending over at the 
time of impact, he too would have lost his life.
 At the Toodyay school there is a Memorial to 
the boys who lost their lives. Their names were, 
Ivor Farwell, Norm Waters, Ewen McIntosh, 
Lionel Lee and Laurie Cook.

Arts Toodyay
Margot Watkins

THE Toodyay Show is almost here and I hope 
you all got your green art entry forms in. This 
year labels will be printed from the information 
on the form so this will make things clearer and 
easier for everyone, hopefully, and especially if 
your work is for sale.
 Also at the show, there is an auction of the 
recent ‘Art-on-the-Move’ art trail Alpacas, 
where we hope to raise lots of money for 
one of our community who needs medical 
treatment. The auction will be at 1pm outside 
the Youth Hall (where the art display is.) Check 
the Alpacas out beforehand and then keep an 
ear tuned to the public announcements for the 
commencement of the auction. Put in your bids 
for a good cause and take home a versatile and 
creative piece of garden art. They look good 
on a gate or perhaps on a shed or garden wall 
or even in the paddock to keep the foxes away. 
Don’t miss out!
 ‘Vino 2010’ was a wonderful success and 
everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. There 
were many visitors and no shortage of art. 
Some more artists in the district came out of the 
woodwork as well so that was great outcome. 
All would be welcome to join our art group if 
they have some time and desire.
 In November there will be a screening of a 
documentary ‘At the Coalface’ in the Memorial 
Hall. This fi lm (47 mins) looks at the role of the 
arts in the recovery process following the Black 
Saturday fi res of February 2009. It was produced 
by Regional Arts Victoria and follows the Arts 
Recovery Project Offi cer Marilyn Gourley as 
she worked with artists and communities as 
part of the bushfi re recovery effort. It is a very 
inspiring fi lm and I think everyone who sees it 
will be heartened by it. It may even seed an idea 
for some project that would work well right here 
in Toodyay. More details will be advised next 
month. 
 Be kind to yourself this month for as the 
artist Eugene Delacroix said, “Artists who seek 
perfection in everything are those who cannot 
attain it in anything.”
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public notices

Thank You

THANK you is not enough. The support during this 
very difficult and sad time has been amazing. 
The hundreds of cards, emails, phone calls and letters 
make the pain a little less. 

So to the Toodyay Community, to my close friends 
and family acquaintances, customers and complete 
strangers, 

THANK YOU

for the love, support, handshakes and hugs.

My wife CHRIS obviously touched many people, 
so farewell, beautiful person.

Christine Dawes
19-11-44 –  6-9-10

Thank You

THANK you is not enough. The support during this 
very difficult and sad time has been amazing. 
The hundreds of cards, emails, phone calls and letters 
make the pain a little less. 

So to the Toodyay Community, to my close friends 
and family acquaintances, customers and complete 
strangers, 

THANK YOU

for the love, support, handshakes and hugs.

My wife CHRIS obviously touched many people, 
so farewell, beautiful person.

Christine Dawes
19-11-44 –  6-9-10

Annual General Meetings
Toodyay  Swimming Pool  Act ion 
Committee Inc, will hold its AGM on 
Tuesday 9 November at the CWA Hall at 
7.00p.m. All welcome – join us to hear 
the latest developments on recreation and 
swimming in Toodyay.

Toodyay Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry will hold its AGM at the 
Freemasons Hotel on Monday 18 October 
2010, starting at 7pm. A light supper will 
be provided.

Avon Valley Arts Society
The current AVAS committee’s board period 
is drawing to a close, with new members 
nominating, so if you are paid up member 
of AVAS and think you would like to be on 
committee please come along and nominate 
at the AGM Thursday 21 October at 7pm. 

Avon Valley Arts Society
AVAS is a peak regional arts community 
not-for-profi t organisation which offers a 
diverse and inclusive programme of creative 
activities for Regional WA, particularly in 
the Wheatbelt and Eastern sector.
Memories of Rajasthan
AVAS presents a solo exhibition of works by 
Toodyay artist Sharon Boxall.  ‘Memories 
of Rajasthan’ will be held in the Old Post 
Offi ce Gallery at the Northam Arts Centre. 
Opening 3 October at 5pm and showing until 
29 October. 
Life Drawing
BOOK in for the next live model drawing 
session, the fi rst Wednesday of every month, 
at the Old Girls School from 5.30-8pm. 
Cost $22 per person. The next session is 6 
October. 
Avon Rock Battle of the Bands Competition
WANTED original and underage bands to 
compete in Avon Rock 2010. Great prizes 
$$$s and recording opportunities!!! Entries 
close 4pm 22 October. Contact avas1@
wn.com.au or phone 9622 2245 for more 
information.
Avon Rock Songwriting Competition
CALLING all songwriters. Showcase your 
talent by entering the 2010 Healthway Act 
Belong Commit Songwriting Competition. 

Great prizes! Entries close 4pm Friday 29 
October. Contact avas1@wn.com.au or 
Phone 9622 2245 to receive your info.pack.

Fund Raisers
The Residency, the high care aged care 
facility in Northam that services the Avon 
Valley is holding a fund raising fashion 
parade to raise money for Cuddles, the 4 
year old Cavalier King Charles Cocker 
Spaniel therapy dog. Cuddles was recently 
diagnosed with Diabetes and now requires 
2 Insulin injections per day and also has 
ongoing Vet. bills.
 Cuddles brings lots of happiness into the 
lives of the residents that she shares with 
each day. Without continued treatment 
Cuddles quality of life and her ability to 
interact with the residents will be diminished.
 The fashion parade will be held on:  
Saturday, 23 October

At: 7pm
Where: Bridgeley Community 

Centre, Wellington St. 
Northam (next to The Town 
Hall).

Fashions by: Kings Park Fashions
They are offering a 10% 
discount for seniors and 
RAC members on full price 
garments

 Clothes will be available to purchase on the 
night and credit card and EFTPOS facilities 
will be available.

Quiz and Morning Tea
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay,
Friday 19 November, 2010, 10.30am. $5 
donation. All Welcome.
 Contact: Gina/Layne on 9584 0136.
 All proceeds are donated to 2013 Scout 
Jamboree fund.

Monster Garage Sale - held by Toodyay 
Historical Society Inc. Saturday, 30 October, 
2010, 8am - 4pm at Donegan’s Cottage, in 
the Toodyay Showgrounds, Toodyay St. 
Books, Plants, Furniture, Clothes, Bric-a-
Brac and more.

Car Boot Sale
Behind the Anglican Church
(Across from the Old Mill)

Saturday 23rd October
Sellers: $10 per bay (from 7:30am)
Buyers: Free (from 8:00am)
Proceeds go to Toodyay Youthcare Council
in support of the school chaplain.
Call Moya Bruce on 9574 4080

First Aid Course
The last First Aid course for 2010 will 
be a Flexible Learning day on Sunday 
7 November. This is a Senior First Aid 
course that allows you to study at home and 
come in on one day for your assessments. 
Registrations and payment should to be in 
10 days prior. Forms or enquiries Jenny 
Willgoss at L J Hooker 9574 2455.

General Notices
Toodyay Bowling Club. Bowling season 
2010/11 starts in October 2010. 
Ladies:
Wednesday 9am. Opening day – 6 October. 
Bowls at 9am followed by luncheon. New 
bowlers very welcome. Phone Kaye Rewell 
on 9574 2056.
Men:
Sunday Club Day. Contact James Jaworski 
on 0448 173 424 or Ken Adams on 9574 
4752.
Offi cial Opening Day (Mixed)
Sunday 10 October 2010. Special sponsor – 
Grant Woodhams. Prizes. Cost $20 inc lunch. 
All welcome including corporate bowlers.
 Phone any of the above for details.

YOGA: CWA Hall, Monday 6pm, Friday 
9am. Stretch, relax and balance through the 
art of gentle exercise. Phone Sally on 9574 
4184 

Urgent - Wanted
Toodyay Men’s Shed is becoming so 
desperate for a home of its own. Can you 
help? We would love a big shed close to 
town or an acre or so of land that we could 
build a shed upon. 
 If you have and would like to help or even 
make a suggestion, please phone Geoff 
Ebdon on 9574 4568.

Deaths
DAWES Christine
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to one 
of our garden club friends. We shall hold 
wonderful memories of times spent together
 A treasured member, friend and supporter 
of the Toodyay Garden Club.
 Peace be with you now in Gods Garden.
 Sincere condolences to Brian and Family

From the Members of the Toodyay Garden 
Club Inc.

DAWES Chris
Chris, my lovely inspirational friend, we 
shared a love of gardening and travel and had 
many wonderful chats over a cuppa. 
 I was truly blessed to know you. 
Our deepest sympathy to Brian and family.

Marlene and Mike

Thank You
Big Thank you Royston
Thank you Royston for helping me do the 
fencing over very rough ground and with 
indifferent materials. Thank you for allowing 
me to be your apprentice even though I 
haven’t quite managed the wire strainer. 
Thank you also for the girls for “Paddy 
O’Reilly”.
 Who said life begins at forty – Life begins 
at 70 !!!
 Much appreciated, 

Brigid, Toodyay, Leo and Paddy O’Reilly

We would like to thank everyone for their 
concern, kind wishes and support during 
the past few weeks since Daisy’s accident. A 
special thank you to our friends for helping 
out with the animals, keeping the wood 
heap replenished, bringing in the washing 
and mowing the lawns. The delicious meals 
that have been waiting for me each night 
are thoroughly appreciated. Without each 
and everyone of you I don’t know how we 
would have coped.

Love Daisy and Deb 



SPECIALS START WEDNESDAY. See instore for more specials or visit www.westerncellars.com.au 

Trust the Cellar Rat.

Retail quantities only. All prices inclusive of GST. Not all products available due to Local Liquor Accords. Persons under 18 years of age not supplied. Beer warm cartons. Pics for illustration only. 
Prices may vary in Country areas due to freight. Not all products available in Country areas. 

Western Cellars
We support the responsible service 
& consumption of alcohol.

STABLE LIQUOR Shop 7, 111-113 Stirling Street Toodyay.........................9574 2653
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SPECIALS IN 
THE WEST ON 
WEDNESDAY.

$1099
Jacob’s Creek 

Sparkling Wines 
750ml

ea$1599
Madfi sh 

Premium Wines 
750ml

ea

2 Week Special.
On sale 13th October 2010 until 26th October 2010.

2 Week Special.
On sale 29th September 2010 until 12th October 2010.

$1199
Brookland Valley 

Verse 1 Wines 
750ml

ea

TRADING 
HOURS
Mon  - Thu

9am to 7.30pm
Fri - Sat

9am to 8pm
SUNDAY CLOSED
Public Holidays
10am to 6.30pm

$3099
Black Douglas 
Scotch Whisky

700ml

$3899
Carlton Dry

Stubbies Ctn 
24/355ml

ea $4399
Pure Blonde
Stubbies Ctn 

24/355ml

ea

AVAILABLE 
29/9/10 - 5/10/10 

AVAILABLE 
13/10/10 - 19/10/10 

$899
Fishers Circle 
Wines 750ml

ea

$3399
Johnnie Walker 

Red Label 
Scotch Whisky

700ml

$999
Vintage Falls 
Classic Wines 

750ml

ea $999
Houghton 

Stripe Wines 
750ml

ea$1299
Wolf Blass 

Yellow Label 
Wines 750ml

ea $899
Omni NV 
Sparkling 

750ml

ea
2 for

$46
Jim Beam 

& Cola Cans 
6pk/375ml

6 Pack

$2099
Bundaberg UP 
Rum & Cola 

Cans 6pk/375ml

ea

GREAT 
WA 

WINE!

public notices
Birthdays

September

Stan Eastwood Ricky Bowden
Ned Bowden Amy Douglas
Paul Sutton Russell Johnson
Taylor Ferguson Samuel Ferguson
Liz Ferguson Michael Cox
Anastasia Buettner Di Hamlyn
Paul Stacey Jeremy Ferguson
Patrick Ferguson Charles Danger
Ray Vesperman Julian Beveridge
Charlotte Watson Leanne Sloper
Rachelle Chitty Joel Welburn
Mathew Welburn Audrey Elson
Shelley Kingston Ashlee Leonhard
Mavis Farstad Peter Morris
Darren MacGregor Joe Paulsen
Margaret Paulsen Eva Beveridge
Peg Nelligan Veya Due

Glenyce Bosnjak

October

Liam O’Sullivan Sharon Mills
Zoe Hamlyn Jade Hamlyn
Les Warrell Shann Ferguson
Bruce Murray Alison Bloom
Emylee Morrison Christopher King
Thomas Seed Kelly Seed
Christopher Panizza Kale Portlock
Sam Hide Courtney Valentine
Keisha Calyum Hazel Cardem
Michelle Higgins Paul Cullen
Daniel Beveridge Aileen Smith
Bob Adams June Eddy
Hazel Carter Jye Ryley Nelmes
Courtney Valentine  Deagan J Wacura

Anniversaries
September

Joe & Margaret Paulsen
Lea-anne & Ian MacGregor

Joanne & Martin Stacey
Sharon & Patrick Ferguson

October

Mark & Tara Taylor
Ray & Ida Edwards
Doris & Ray Martin

Maureen & Peter Harris
Veya & George Due

To my cutie,

It has been two great years 
together and I love ya 

more each day

Happy Anniversary 
18th October

Luv Ya

Arthur, the Portable 
Steam Engine

PETER Dymond, the owner of the Ruston 
Proctor steam engine, will be running Arthur 
for the last time at the Toodyay Show. 

 Many residents will fondly remember 
Peter as he brought the engine from its very 

dilapidated state back to its former glory. 
For over two years back in the 1990’s Peter 
could be seen in his workshop behind the 
supermarket, slowly but surely restoring the 
body, replacing the boiler and improving the 
fi nish of the old, 1903, machine.
 The fi rst public steaming took place at the 
Toodyay Agricultural Show in 1999. Since 
then Arthur, named after Peter’s father, has 
been at every Royal Show, most Toodyay 
Shows and several country shows from 
Northampton to Albany.

 Due to the generous transport sponsorship 
of Bendigo Community Bank Peter is 
delighted to bring the machine for a Swan 
Song visit ‘home’ before selling Arthur next 
September.

The Toodyay 
Historical Society

Beth Frayne
Secretary

YOU all wished the Town of Toodyay a 
Happy 150th Birthday on Friday, 1 October, 
didn’t you? It was a real secret until the very 
last minute, wasn’t it? 
 Back in February, the Society published 
in the Herald a list of significant 2010 
anniversaries including the 150th and then 
promptly forgot all about it. We and the 
community have had other things on our 
mind this year. See the article elsewhere in 
the Herald on this signifi cant milestone.
 In late August, Robyn Taylor gave a 
conducted walk along Stirling Terrace to 
members of the Art Deco Society, with 
emphasis on our inter-war ‘Art Deco’ 
buildings: the Fire Station (1938), Bendigo 
Bank building (modernised in 1938) and the 
Toodyay Auto Garage (1927). Unfortunately, 

the walk coincided with the Targa West 
Rally, making it diffi cult to talk to the group 
as they walked along the Terrace.
 Albany is a great place to visit for 
history buffs and foodies as well. In early 
September, six THS members attended the 
Affi liated Historical Societies’ State History 
Conference, hosted by the dynamic Albany 
Historical Society and held in the beautiful 
Wesley Uniting Church, Duke Street, 
Albany. Although the programme was a little 
lacking in history papers, we thoroughly 
enjoyed the tours to the Albany Convict 
Gaol Museum, Patrick Taylor Cottage, the 
Co-Op Museum (also Albany Historical 
Society’s storage and curatorial work area), 
Residency Museum and The Forts (with gun 
salute). We also sampled the cafes, Japanese 
Take-away, Squid Shack and enjoyed a BBQ 
in the welcome rain.
 At last month’s meeting, we discussed 
Donegan’s Cottage and Syred’s Cottage 
site maintenance, CWA Hall history and 
the Toodyay District’s 175th Birthday 
2011 (not to be confused with the Town of 
Toodyay’s 150th Birthday 2010, which was 
also discussed.) The Society is very pleased 
to report that signifi cant maintenance will be 
done later this month on Donegan’s Cottage 
by the Shire (electrical work and timber 
decking maintenance.) Outbuilding roofs at 
the Syred’s Cottage site are also receiving 
some attention from the Shire, following a 
further alert from the Society.

 Our planned weekend away in late 
September to the Wagin Historical Village 

THS members (who also happen to be 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club members) 

involved in the latest Toodyay Nats history 
book on environmental matters: L-R: Beth 
Frayne, Desrae and Wayne Clarke, Robyn 

Taylor. Photo: THS, 2010

Continued Page 19
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was postponed to a later year. 
 We congratulate the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club on the publication of its new history 
book, capturing events in the environmental 
history of Toodyay. Several THS members 
were involved in the production of this 
interesting work, as they have overlapping 
interests in nature and history. The research 
sources gathered for this work will be lodged 
with THS.
Event: Saturday, 9 October, Toodyay Show. 
Our Headquarters, Donegan’s Cottage, 
will be open to the public on Show Day so 
members and the general public are welcome 
to drop in for a chat and a cuppa. Jenny 
Edgecombe will be organising her usual 
informative displays, and we have many 
historical books and pamphlets for sale. A 
members’ roster has been prepared for the 
day, so let Len Leeder know if you can help 
for an hour or so.
Event: Saturday, 30 October: Monster 
Garage Sale, 8am - 4pm, at Donegan’s 
Cottage, in the Toodyay Showgrounds, 
Toodyay St. Books, plants, furniture, clothes, 
bric-a-brac and more. Drop-off day for 
donations is the Friday before (20 October) 
at the Cottage (9am to noon.)
 Our next general meeting will be 
Wednesday, 20 October 2010, 7pm at 
Donegan’s Cottage. 
 For information about any matter to do with 
the Toodyay Historical Society, or how we 
may assist you or your group, please contact 
our Secretary, Beth Frayne, on 9574 5971, 
President, Len Leeder, on 9574 4343 or Vice 
President, Robyn Taylor, on 9574 2578.
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage, 
which is open to the public every Thursday 
from 1pm to 3pm. You will find us on 
Toodyay Street in the Toodyay Showgrounds. 
Membership is $10. (Postal address: PO Box 
32, Toodyay WA 6566.)

Continued from Page 18

Wheatbelt Clinical 
Psychology

Psychological health problems and
disorders

Work, career problems, business issues 
and change of directi on
Workers’ compensati on

Legal reports

94 Sti rling Terrace,  Toodyay
Bindoon Medical Centre

Great Northern Highway, Bindoon

Richard Taylor
Member of the 

Insti tute of Clinical Psychologists

Registered Clinical Psychologist

Medicare provider

0427 447 190
(business hours)

TOODYAY HOSPITAL 1895
Toodyay Chiropractic Centre

7 Henry Street West
(Behind Old Newcastle Hospital)

Offi ce Hours: 
Mon: 4pm - 6pm
Tue: 2pm - 6pm
Fri: 4pm - 6pm

Sat: 8.30am - 11am
Telephone: 9574 2493

Toodyay Playgroup 
and Baby Playgroup
SPRING is here so on Thursday 7 October, 
in the school holidays, we plan to head off to 
Duidgee Park so that the playgroup children 
and their older school age siblings can have 
some fun playing in the park. Please bring 
drinks for your kids, hats, sunscreen and a 
plate to share.
 Toodyay Playgroup is open on Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9.30 - 11.30am at the 
Community Centre in Stirling Tce. New 
families are always welcome. Please come 
along; it’s is a great way to meet other 
parents, make new friends and allows little 
one to socialise with other children (dads 
welcome as well.) Our playgroup is informal, 
set in a casual environment for you and your 
little ones to enjoy. 
 In addition to our regular sessions, we 
also have Baby Playgroup especially for 
babies (0-12 months). Baby Playgroup is 
held on Wednesday 9.30 – 11.30am. All 
new mums and babies (and older siblings) 
are welcome to come along. This session 
is a great opportunity for mums to interact 
with other mums with access to Child Health 
Care Nurse, information sessions and other 
facilities as needed. So come along and join 
us. 
 The Toodyay Toy Library has been 
incorporated into the Toodyay Playgroup 
and toys can now be borrowed by members 
of Toodyay Playgroup and Baby Playgroup. 
The cost is $2 per toy/fortnight. All money 
raised will be put back into the Toy Library 
to replace toys as needed. 
 Any enquiries about Toodyay Playgroup 
and Baby Playgroup please call Brenda 
Hutchinson on 9574 4489.
 Our next committee meeting is on Tuesday 
19 October.

Agri-Education to 
Continue at Muresk

FOLLOWING the announcement by Liz 
Constable, Minister for Education; Tourism, 
on Wednesday 22 September, C.Y. O’Connor 
Institute will commence delivery of education 
programmes at the Muresk campus in 2011. 
 Institute Managing Director, Mr John 
Scott, has provided details of what can be 
expected to occur over the next three years 
and beyond. 
 “The Institute is within a few weeks of 
submitting an application for registration 
to deliver higher education programmes,” 
said Mr Scott. “The process to review the 
application is expected to take around six 
months, so we anticipate being in a position 
to commence delivery of an Associate 
Degree programme in Agribusiness from 
Semester Two, 2011, subject to Ministerial 
approval.” 
 As a pathway to the associate degree 
programme the Institute will be offering 
a Certificate III in Agriculture (or Rural 
Operations, depending upon student 
interest), commencing in February 2011, 
focusing on workplace-based rural skills. 
This programme has been designed to 
provide students with the practical skills 
and knowledge needed to run a successful 
business in the farming industry. 
 The programme will provide ‘tickets’ and 
specialist skills for working on farms and, 
more specifically, for seeding. Students 
will be assessed to industry standards, 
ensuring that they are presented with 
stimulating curriculum and skill building 
challenges that prepare them for work in the 
agribusiness industry. Studies will include 
practical, hands-on skills training including 
a significant vocational placement on a 
working farm. 
 The Certificate III course will be overlaid 
with theory-based units that will gain 
credit transfer to the associate degree once 
the Institute achieves its registration and 
Ministerial approval. Additional higher 
education subjects will be offered in second 
semester so that those students who only 
want to take a one year programme can 
exit with a higher education Diploma in 
Agribusiness. 
 Successful completion of the Diploma will 
enable students to continue on to a second 
year of study and enter the Associate Degree 
in Agribusiness. 
 Students who complete the Associate 
Degree in Agribusiness programme will 
have the opportunity to articulate into one 
of three universities for completion of third 
year studies: Agricultural Science at UWA; 
Agribusiness at Curtin University; and 
Animal Science or Environmental Science 
at Murdoch University.
 Mr Scott said the Institute was in the 
process of signing formal agreements 
with several Perth-based universities to 
partner in the provision of higher education 
programmes in other disciplines besides 
agribusiness, including education, allied 
health (specifically, the conversion course 
from enrolled nursing to registered nursing) 
and business. The Institute will focus on 
building the capability to deliver associate 
degree (two year) programmes where 
applicable, or the first two years of a three-
year degree at Muresk, with students able to 
complete the third year of their degree either 
online or by attending a Perth-based campus. 
“With the support of the State government, 
the intention would be to develop the 
Muresk campus as an education and training 
precinct,” said Mr Scott. This would involve 
a broad range of activities across a number 
of disciplines, including: 

a) Schools link programme. Agricultural 
colleges, government senior and 

district high schools, and farm schools 
located in the Perth metropolitan 
area would utilize the facilities in a 
variety of ways to promote interest in 
agricultural education. In future, Year 
12 students may be able to commence 
the Certificate III in Agriculture/Rural 
Operations pathway programme as 
a VET-in-schools option, which will 
give them advanced standing towards 
the associate degree in Agribusiness. 

b) Vocational education and training. 
A broad suite of vocational education 
and training programmes will be 
progressively offered at the Muresk 
campus via flexible delivery strategies. 
Initially these will focus on agriculture; 
leadership, governance and community 
development; local government; and 
engineering. 

c) Commercial training. A commercial 
arrangement already exists offering 
aviation training in the Wheatbelt 
with the students accommodated at 
Muresk. In addition to this activity, 
potential exists to offer a wide variety 
of commercial training across the entire 
supply chain of agricultural production; 
as well as refresher/continuation 
training for mining companies. 

d) Farm Technology Centre .  In 
collaboration with industry, a centre 
will  be established to conduct 
training, research and development 
in farm technology, in particular farm 
mechanisation. This facility would test 
globally designed and manufactured 
equipment under Australian conditions 
and provide reports to the manufacturers 
on the issues discovered in the testing. 
In addition, the facility would be 
available to host the dissemination of 
new farm technology, and be available 
to provide training to upskill farmers 
in the latest agricultural products 
and technologies, including precision 
farming. The Centre would operate 
on a commercial basis, but would also 
be integrated with the educational 
facilities to provide a rich experience 
for students undertaking vocational and 
higher education courses. 

Nominations Open 
for 2011 RIRDC 

Awards 
WOMEN living in country Western 
Australia are reminded that nominations 
for the Rural Industries Research and 
Development Corporation (RIRDC) Rural 
Women’s Award 2011 are open.
 WA RIRDC Award Coordinator Katrina 
Hayes said applications for this prestigious 
annual award must be submitted by Friday 
15 October, coinciding with World Rural 
Women’s Day.
 WA women working in agriculture, 
fisheries, forestry, natural resource 
management and related service industries 
are encouraged to enter the award.
 “The award, now in its 12th year, continues 
to play a pivotal role in the revitalisation of 
rural Australia,” she said. “It recognises and 
encourages the vital contribution women 
make to rural Australia, gives rural women 
a chance to discover their strengths and 
build their capacity to contribute to primary 

industries, resource development and rural 
Australia.” 
 The 2010 national and WA award winner, 
Sue Middleton, from Wongan Hills, said the 
award was so much more than just winning 
a state or national title.
 “It is a life-changing award and opens up 
a positive and powerful network of like-
minded women across the country, who 
are passionate about primary industries 
and rural Australia,” Ms Middleton said. 
“It gives you the resources to follow your 
dreams and do something positive and 
proactive for your area of concern in your 
community, business or industry. It’s a 
real door opener to people and positions 
of influence and you can use the award to 
make a real difference. 
 “I would encourage all rural women to 
either consider entering or nominating 
someone they think is ready for this next 
step up. My advice if you’re not sure if it’s 
right for you, is ‘Go for it, the right time is 
now.’”
 The winner receives a $10,000 bursary 
aimed at supporting her to develop her skills 
and contribute to leadership and decision 
making in primary industries and resource 
development in WA.
 The money may be used for a variety of 
projects including overseas study tours, 
formal training in leadership and business 
management, developing training programs 
and educational campaigns or even writing 
a book.
 State and Territory winners and runners-up 
will be offered the opportunity to participate 
in an Australian Institute of Company 
Director based leadership program to 
enable them to build on their leadership, 
management and business skills.
 The Western Australian RIRDC Rural 
Women’s Awards are kindly supported by 
the Department of Agriculture and Food and 
CBH Group.
 The Rural Women’s Awards are supported 
by national sponsors:  Westpac Banking 
Corporation, ABC Radio and Rural Press 
Ltd.
 F o r  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a n d 
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t  w w w.
ruralwomensaward. gov.au, contact 
Edwina Close on 0417 727 544 or call 
Katrina Hayes on 9368 3182.

Toodyay Herald volunteer, Bettina Scobie 
walked to work as part of ‘Walk to Work 

Day’ on 1 October

http://www.ruralwomensaward.gov.au
http://www.ruralwomensaward.gov.au

