
Blame and Denial: What Else Is New?
Grant Scobie

ON 10 August 2010, EnergySafety 
released its fi nal report on the 2009 
Toodyay bush fi re.
 The report concludes fire was 
started by a Western Power pole 
falling over and bringing its high 
voltage conductor into contact with 
the ground.
 Mr Bowron said that, following 
the release of an earlier report in 
February, additional witnesses were 
identifi ed and their statements caused 
EnergySafety to question the earlier 
evidence.
 He said the report acknowledged 
that its descriptions of what might 
have occurred on the day of the fi re 
were hypotheses that could not be 
confi rmed as fact.
 However, Western Power said 
it was unable to accept the new 
fi ndings.
 Western Power Managing Director, 
Mr Doug Aberle said the report 
contained signifi cant inconsistencies.
 “It has reached an opinion, not a 
fi nding, on what caused the fi re.”
 “Despite the conclusions of both 
these timber experts the report 

expresses the opinion that the pole 
fell before the fire”, Mr Aberle 
said. “In this report there are three 
independent witnesses who indicate 
that Pole 43 was still standing while 
the fire burned, yet EnergySafety 
suggests the pole fell and started the 
fi re.”
 The original timber expert (Forest 
Products Commission) has reaffi rmed 
that in his opinion the most likely 
scenario was that the pole burned then 
fell.
 Mr Aberle also said the references 
to rot in the second report cannot be 
accepted as evidence as to why the 
pole fell.
 Another  area of  concern is 
EnergySafety’s conclusion that 
arc marks on one side of the wire 
illustrate the power line hit the ground 
causing the fi re. The arc marks are 
in fact distributed around the power-
line. The report draws its conclusion 
from only one set of marks on the line 
but does not describe what may have 
caused other marks.
 “Western Power is disappointed 
that the Report doesn’t provide a 
suffi ciently clear position on what 
caused the fi re.”

 Grant Woodhams, Member for 
Moore and the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly, has welcomed 
the fi ndings of the offi ce of Energy 
Safety.
 “Many people in the Toodyay 
community will be heartened by this 
fi nding. There has been considerable 
and widespread discussion about 
whether a power pole carrying a 
high voltage conductor fell and 
started the fi re. EnergySafety, in their 
independent report has found this to 
be the case.”
 Mr Woodhams said the next logical 
step would be for the government to 
negotiate with those who lost property 
and were insured for such an event. 
He said it will be far more complex 
to achieve a satisfactory outcome for 
those who were uninsured.
 The Premier, Colin Barnett, said 
on ABC Local Radio soon after the 
report was released that he hoped 
to be able to convince the Western 
Power’s insurers to negotiate a 
settlement with the people affected 
by the fi re. 
 In Parliament, on Thursday 19 
August, the Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr Eric Ripper, said that the right 

course of action would be to send the 
matter to a Parliamentary Committee 
for a short, sharp inquiry. He 
suggested that, if such a committee 
of inquiry were established, there 
would be a much, much faster and 
more compassionate government 
action than was happening.
 The Premier replied that he believed 
he understood that the opposition 
wanted to bring the issue of the 
Toodyay fi re to a fi nal conclusion and 
that he wanted to do exactly the same.
 “A process is underway through 
the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet, Western Power and the 
insurers to try to negotiate a settlement 
of some sort – hopefully a good 
and fair settlement – that involves 
Western Power, Western Power’s 
insurers, private property owners 
and their insurers,” Mr Barnett said. 
“The government does not support 
setting up a committee. That is not 
to say that we would not support or 
agree that at some stage there may be 
a role for a parliamentary inquiry. If 
we were to agree to this, we would be 
pre-empting the Fire and Emergency 
Services Authority report, which will 
be due out shortly.”

Competitors in the 2010 Avon Descent 
going through a rough patch! Story and 
more pics - Page 6
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Ripper Follows 
Up Questions in 

Parliament
STATE Labor Leader, Eric Ripper, came 
to Toodyay on Friday 27 August to talk 
to the Shire and local residents about the 
Barnett Government’s response to last year’s 
bushfire. 
 This was the second time Mr Ripper has 
visited the fire ravaged town. 
 Mr Ripper said residents are deeply 
concerned that Western Power continues 
to resist the report of the director of energy 
safety.
 “I think it’s untenable that we have a 
government owned organisation publicly 
still resisting the findings of energy safety. I 
think Mr Barnett should step in,” he said.
 Mr Ripper said he planned to take the issue 
further. “I call on the Barnett Government to 
release the two Fire and Emergency Service 
Authority reports.
 “After eight months all we’ve had is 
arguing government departments, a hands-
off Premier and residents unable to get on 
with their lives.
 “A Parliamentary inquiry would have made 
sure the Toodyay bushfire was investigated 
in an open and transparent way.

Vino 2010
CHARMING ‘Historic Toodyay’ will 
soon be hosting another exciting event 
– the ‘VINO 2010’ Art Exhibition at the 
Coorinja Winery.
 The beautiful, nineteenth century winery, 
being one of the first in the pioneer 
settlement of WA, is again teaming up with 
talented artists in the Avon Valley district 
and selected Perth artists to present its 
second art exhibition there. Entitled ‘Vino 
2010’, the show will feature artworks in 
all media, including painting, sculpture, 
ceramics, textiles and photography, and is 
being organised by Arts Toodyay members. 
Last year’s show was an enormous success 
by any measure and this year’s event will 
no doubt be again well patronised by 
visitors and locals.
 The ‘Gallery’, part of the original winery 
built in the late 1870s, was restored 
specially for last year’s show and is a 
visual treat in itself. On entering, the 
wonderful aromas of winemaking assail 
one’s senses, and the atmosphere is further 
enhanced by seeing the enormous wine 
casks in the adjacent cask room still in 
use today. Historical marks – remnants 
and tracings – and small artefacts of the 
winemaking processes are still visible 
on the walls and doors. Fortunately, 
these were not thoughtlessly erased by 
the restoration. Thus the gallery forms a 
quite unusual and unique backdrop for the 
creative artworks on display.
 Being the long weekend, the exhibition 
will also be open between 10am and 4pm 
Saturday to Monday, 25 – 27 September. 
 Spring is a fabulous time to visit the Avon 
Valley which is looking its most gorgeous 
at this time of the year. Day visitors will 
also be able to sample wines, and make 
purchases if desired from the winery. Here 
they will be ably assisted by the Wood 
family who have been making wines for 
four generations. This part of the winery 
has many interesting historical artefacts on 
display also. 
 Coming from Perth, Coorinja is the first 
entrance on the right approximately 1km 
after Clackline Rd, then a short drive over 
the Harper Brook and there it is. Visitors 
may also picnic in the beautiful grounds 
overlooking the brook, view the works, 
most of which are for sale and vote in the 
Most Popular Choice Award.
 Enquiries about the exhibition can be 
made to Bev on 9574 2898

WESTERN Australia’s love affair with 
Australian Beer will be celebrated during 
an exhibition at Toodyay’s Newcastle Gaol 
aptly titled ‘Tinnies Through Time’ running 
from 7 August through to 25 October.
 The exhibition will explore the trials and 
tribulations of smaller boutique breweries 
through to the State’s most prominent brand 
names including Swan Brewery and Carlton 
United.
 Museum Curator Moss Wilson said the 
exhibition has been created with significant 
assistance from Perth’s breweries including 
Coopers, Carlton United and Swan.
 “We have been loaned fascinating 
items from the brewers. From advertising 
billboards, which take their place in the 
State’s cultural history to an eclectic mix 
of beer tins and bottles which have found 
themselves on the market over the years,” 
Mr Wilson said.
 Featuring the trials and tribulations 

Exhibition Ode to Australian Beer

faced by the country’s earliest brewers, 
the exhibition will also offer a glimpse of 
the development of the nation’s best-loved 
beers and the various attempts to encourage 
or prohibit the sale of beer in hotels across 
Australia.
 “Whilst Newcastle Gaol often delves 
into the lives of historical figures, crimes 
and misdemeanours, archaeology and 
architecture, this particular exhibition 
celebrates the social fabric of our country, 
and I really think it’s quite an exciting display 
for Toodyay residents and visitors to enjoy,” 
Mr Wilson said.
 Newcastle Gaol is located on Clinton 
Street, and open daily between 10am and 
3pm. Admission is $3 per person, or $8 per 
family. Toodyay students and children under 
6 are free.
 For further information, telephone the 
Newcastle Gaol on 9574 2435. 

For more information or appointment

For more info Google “What is Thai Massage”

Thai massage involves muscles compression,
acupressure and joint mobilization. It may help to:

Relieve muscular tension
Relieve joint tension
Increase flexibility

Increase range of motion
Relax & Energize the body

Assist alignment & body posture
Enhance the body’s ability to heal itself
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AQUARIUS
FREIGHT

Water carrier in the
Shire of  Toodyay &

surrounding districts

WATER SUPPLIES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock

15,500 litre capacity
Contact Kevin Hogg

9574 2044
Mobile 0427 742 043

TOODYAY 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 
SERVICES

Remedial Massage with 
Brianne Hitchcock
by appointment

DEAN BUTLER

Weekdays

Ph: 9574 4445

ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

Grant Scobie

FOLLOWING the early resignation of Cr 
Chris Firns, Cr Kevin Hogg was elected 
Shire President at the October Ordinary 
Meeting of Council.
 Born and raised in Toodyay, Kevin Hogg 
attended Toodyay District High School and 
Northam Senior High School before heading 
off to further his education and gain a Law 
Degree from UWA.
 Kevin is now concentrating on farming, 
his water carting business and various 
other activities, not least of which is his 
commitment to the Council.
 In his acceptance speech he thanked Cr 
Somers for standing against him, ensuring 
a democratic election of the President. 
He then thanked the public at large and 
especially those who offered words of 
support and encouragement in his stand for 
the position. He also thanked his family for 
their unqualifi ed support.
 Kevin sees two main challenges in the role. 
Personally, as a relatively new member of 
Council, he appreciates that he has a lot to 
learn. He also wishes to have Council begin 
to operate as a team whilst preserving a 
diversity of opinion.
 His priorities are to consolidate what 
Toodyay has as a community, to “Put our 
house in order” and work on planning, 
development and budgeting, all with a 

New Shire President Looks to a Future of 
Teamwork

long-term view that can be changed as 
circumstances change, with regular reviews 
taking place.
 Cr Hogg recognised the contribution made 
by his predecessor including bringing down 
a balanced budget in diffi cult circumstances 
with only modest rate increases and his 
continuation of overseeing the processes of 
Rates Review and a Review of the Local 
Planning Scheme.
 Speaking of the community, he said, “We 
have come through a serious and devastating 
fi re. Recovery is under way but will be long 
and arduous. It has affected the community 
in many ways and will continue to do so.” 
He continued, “Toodyay is still a strong 
and vibrant community with enormous 
potential.”
 Kevin Hogg went on to assure Shire staff 
of the Council’s support and recognition 
that they are the ones that actually deliver 
the services and benefi ts to the community 
of Toodyay and that it was his intention for 
Council to work in an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and understanding with staff, the 
community and each other.
 To conclude, Kevin said that his wish list 
was to be undertaken within the limits of 
the resources, both human and fi nancial, 
available and within the constraints of 
legislation that governs everyone.
 “I look forward to working with Councillors 
and staff as a team for the benefi t of the 
community.”

CHRISTINA Houen moved to Toodyay 
at the end of November last year. She is a 
writer, currently working on a biography 
of British migrants and their children who 
migrated to Western Australia under the 
Fairbridge One Parent Scheme. She has a 
grant from the Department of Culture and 
the Arts to support this project, and expects 
to complete it early next year.
 She was on the fringe of the fi re on 29 
December and witnessed the suffering 
and devastation and wanted to contribute 
somehow to the relief effort but was still 
working in Perth and remained on the edge of 
it all. She ceased working at the end of July 
and is now writing full-time and planning 
her next project, which she dreams of being 
a biography of Toodyay fi re survivors.
 There are many stories out there and 
it seems that to bring them together in a 
book for publication would not only be 
a healing experience for those concerned 
but would give the general public a deeper 
understanding of how fire can devastate 
a community and how that community is 
rising from the ashes. Nothing will be the 
same again but much good has come out of 
the tragedy.
 And, of course, the story is not over 
as people struggle to rebuild, to recover 
something from their losses and seek to get 
compensation from Western Power which 

seems to be hiding in a legalistic defence of 
probability being insuffi cient proof of their 
culpability. But this book won’t be about 
legalities, it will be about lives and losses 
and what is being salvaged from the loss. 
 Christina is a life writer. That is, she 
tells stories about lives, her own and other 
people’s. She has a Master of Creative Arts 
degree and a doctorate in life writing from 
Curtin University, and has just completed 
a memoir of childhood which she has 
submitted for the TAG Hungerford award.
 Coming to Toodyay has been like coming 
full circle for her; she grew up in outback 
New South Wales, on the banks of the 
Murrumbidgee River. She lost that home 
when she was 14, and has never liked city 
life (excepting Sydney, which is still in her 
blood.) Toodyay landscape is more fertile 
and much hillier than the Hay plains (there 
was no hill for a hundred mile radius where 
she lived) but the long hot summers, the 
cold winters, the sheep, the open skies, the 
warm-hearted people have brought her home 
again.
 If you are interested in contributing your 
‘fire and after’ stories to a book, please 
contact Christina on 9574 4309, or by 
email on farthestnorth1@westnet.com.
au. Christina will be away from 4 to 17 
September, so there may be a delay in reply 
if you contact her in that period.

Local Writer Calls for Stories from Fire 
Victims

New Growth 
Through Donated 

Plants
Karen Jacomelli

ON Saturday 28 August the Toodyay bush 
fire survivors were presented with a truck 
load of plants. 
 Roma Murray from Harvey organised, 
with a group of other friends (Janice 
Pauley, Carol Morton, Shirley Hollow, 
Lyn Green and Beryl  Fleming) ,  to 
grow, receive, pack and deliver over 
1400 donated plants and 31 fruit bins 
to Toodyay. She contacted the Toodyay 
C.W.A. and liaised with Rita Harrison 
from start to finish.
 Mark Emmett from Harvey Rotary 
coordinated transport, John Lowe stacked 
full bins and Harvey Fresh provided the 
bins, forklift and semi-trailer to load and 
deliver the plants.
 A busload from the Harvey Garden 
Lovers Club came up to help unload it 
all along with aid from a forklift from the 
Toodyay Shire, the Toodyay Garden Club  
and other community members.
 Also delivered were almost 200 roses 
donated by Bob Melville of Melville 
Nursery in Carmel through the efforts 
of the Heritage Roses in Australia – 
Perth Region representatives. They also 
personally delivered another 10 advanced 
roses donated by Jenny Dawson.
 Representative, Ailsa Allen, said that, 
if people from the fire affected area can 
advise her of their favourite roses, she 
will compile a list and bring more plants 

Unloading the Harvey Fresh Truck

Roma Murray (centre) and a volunteer 
handing plants to a Toodyay fi re survivor

up in the future. She even suggested that, 
if there were other types of plants people 
would prefer, she would attempt to source 
them.
 Ailsa can be contacted on 0417 982 
055 or she can be emailed at ailsa44@
bigpond.net.au. Charlie Wroth can be also 
be contacted on 0408 099 961.
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TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
Spot the Lion Cub Competi ti on

Win $50
Write the name of the cub under each picture from the selected list.

List contains current Lions Club members
Post or hand your completed form to:

Alan Rose
Toodyay Classic Cars

8 Sti rling Tce
TOODYAY

Entrants must be over 18 and will be invited to a Lions Club meeti ng in 
the future to receive their prize money.

Draw will take place on Tuesday 15th October from all correct entries.

Lang Lefroy
Rachel Oliver

Bruce (Bulldog) Prior
Steele Williams

Dave McNamara

READING COMMENTS ON various 
websites and listening to talk-back radio 
makes it clear to me that there is a huge 
misconception about the victims of the 
bushfire in Toodyay on 29 December 2009.
 The first misconception is that we were all 
uninsured or under-insured. I know many of 
the victims (I am one myself) and know that 
the vast majority were insured but many were 
under-insured, as were we.  Our house and 
most of our contents were covered and we 
have been paid out accordingly.
 We did not, however, have insurance to 
cover our deck (replacement cost $20,000), 
our pergola ($10,000), our fencing ($7,000), 
our paving (no idea of the cost), re-building of 
retaining walls where the intense heat cracked 
the concrete, our extensive gardens, including 
some 30 year old plants and, worst of all, the 
devaluation of our block by nearly $100,000. 
Fortunately we don’t have a mortgage, but 
we know of some victims of the fire whose 
borrowing limit has been greatly reduced 
because of this devaluation, and find that they 
can’t afford to rebuild. 
 Those who are criticising us need to check 
their own insurance policies. Fortunately, ours 
did cover rent. We would have been much 
worse off if we had to pay rent until we re-
build.
 I don’t know of anybody who has insured 
their gardens. Is it possible? In our case 
we have spent over three years buying 
and planting trees, shrubs, flowers and 
landscaping. Can we insure to cover the cost 
of the work involved or the cost of plants, 
compost, fertiliser and water? We can’t insure 
for the cost of cleaning up, cutting down 
and disposing of dead trees, weed control, 
removing damaged fencing, cleaning out our 
water tanks to remove ash and fire retardant 
and refilling. The list goes on.
 The other misconception is that we should 
have been prepared for the fire and have made 
our properties safe. We had a petrol-driven fire 
pump, a generator to power the house water 
supply and strategically placed water hoses, 
plenty of water, masks, goggles, boots and 
protective clothing. The area around the house 
was clear and we had good fire-breaks. Prior 
to the fire reaching us, we were spraying the 
house with water, but we evacuated when it 
became obvious that it was dangerous to stay. 
Our responsible preparation was therefore to 
no avail. We escaped with a lap-top computer, 
two books, a picture, the cars, dogs and cats 
and the clothes we were wearing. How, 
exactly, would you cope?
 One of our neighbours, who also had 
excellent preparation against fire, couldn’t 

even see the flames of the fire, just rolling 
thick black smoke and the heat from 100 
metres away was burning his face. He was 
escaping down his driveway when his house 
exploded in flames – the radiant heat was 
enough; it didn’t need actual flames. No 
amount of preparation could have saved his 
house. The fire was totally unpredictable and 
uncontrollable.
 Can our critics please tell me why we are 
responsible for this fire and why we should 
be left to our own devices to pay for all the 
losses which weren’t or can’t be insured? We 
are in our sixties and are just about surviving 
emotionally. Even if we wanted to, we don’t 
have the ability to service a mortgage to cover 
these extra costs. Apart from the uninsured 
losses, we are also coping with the loss of 
precious items. 
 In our case, my father died in April 2009, 
and I lost all his possessions which I cherished. 
Until my cousin in England was able to find 
and reproduce some photos, I didn’t even have 
a photo of my mother.  
 If you can’t be supportive at least keep 
your thoughts to yourselves.  Walk a mile in 
our shoes, go through your insurance policy 
carefully and hope it never happens to you.

Heather McDonald-Appleby

WESTERN POWER BOSS, Mr Aberle, had 
the good sense to attend the public meeting 
in Toodyay on Saturday 14 August. 
 Following the presentation of the final 
report from the office of energy safety, Mr 
Aberle addressed the meeting. He used all 
the expected excuses to deny that Western 
Power’s transmission lines were responsible 
for starting the fire on 29 December. 
Everybody knows that the power lines 
ignited the fire on that day. 
 Let me use the ‘duck’ analogy. If it looks 
like a duck, flies like a duck, swims, walks 
and quacks like a duck then it is clearly a 
duck. Mr Aberle is, however, suggesting that 
it is really a cockatoo imitating the call of a 
duck. It still walks, swims, flies and looks 
like a duck though. 
 Knowing full well that the duck is now 
totally burnt and does not exist, Mr Aberle 
is calling for DNA proof that it is a duck. 
A smart move but without moral or ethical 
feathers.
 Mr Barnett, because you own property in 
Toodyay, most locals saw you, at least in 
part, as one of us. Not any more!
 Mr Woodhams, AWOL, missing in action, 
not sighted, very disappointing.
 Mrs Moylan,  thank you for  your 
compassion, support, individual intervention 
and efforts at the federal level.

Peter Robinson

ON BEHALF OF the Committee of the 
Toodyay Fire Action Group, we wish to 
explain to local residents our reasons for 
fighting to obtain justice and equity following 
the Bushfire on 29 December 2010.
 Firstly, our concerns are not only for 
ourselves, but for everyone living in a rural 
community in Western Australia. It appears 
that, after eight months, the Office of Energy 
Safety has found that Western Power caused 
the fire when a rotten, termite infested, power 
pole fell to the ground. This was initially 
denied by Western power with the support of 
Energy Safety and it is only because of our 
efforts in keeping the matter in the public 
arena that further investigations have been 
undertaken, and the truth discovered.
 We need to keep the pressure on Western 
Power and the Barnett Government because 
until all the rotting and failing power poles 
are replaced, the risk of fire next summer is 
ever present. It has been revealed that eight 
poles have fallen in WA since the bushfires, 
with another Toodyay pole falling two days 
after the blaze. Audits of Western Power in 
2006 and 2008 found that its inspection and 
management programme for untreated wood 
poles was deficient, with Energy Safety 
ordering them to review the programme in 
September 2009. Director of Energy Safety 
Ken Bowron said that Energy Safety would 
look to define if Western Power had been 
negligent. He said his office was “extremely 
unhappy” with Western Power’s inspection 
programme, and noted that there were still 
many dangerous power poles across the State
 We appeal to all residents of Toodyay to 
look after the town’s safety and well-being 
and report dangerous power poles not  
only to Western Power but to the Shire 
of Toodyay and to our local Member 
of Parliament, Mr Grant Woodhams 
(9921 4 818.)
 Following the fire in Tenterden, when 
two people died and public pressure was 
maintained, Western Power has upgraded 
the power supply infrastructure to the area 
and the safety of the Tenterden/Mt Barker 
area has now been greatly improved. With 
two major fires in Toodyay in the past three 
years, is Toodyay not deserving of similar 
treatment? We would hope that everyone 
in the Toodyay area, and elsewhere would 
be supportive. Where is the next power 
pole going to fall, and in which direction 
will the wind be blowing when it does? Are 
you going to be the next victims? Nobody 
is safe until the power supply is upgraded 
everywhere.
 Secondly, we are fighting to gain some 
compensation for all that we have lost. 
We are not seeking to become millionaires 
overnight, we just want to get back to where 
we were before the fire, with houses, sheds, 
gardens, paving, pergolas, water tanks, 

reticulation and all the other infrastructure 
which makes up a home in a rural area. 
 All of the people in the Toodyay Fire 
Action Group lost financially as a result 
of the fire because, when it went through 
the area, it burnt everything in some cases 
and parts of properties in others. The vast 
majority of us were insured but insurance 
does not cover everything, especially the 
devaluation in property values. Because of 
the devaluation, some banks have reduced 
the mortgage amount available, leaving some 
in our group unable to rebuild. Thirty-eight 
of the victims have no home and no treasured 
possessions – try to think how you would 
cope in that situation.
 We are seeking compensation from 
Western Power’s insurers, not from the 
Government and, therefore, the taxpayer, 
but even if there is some contribution from 
the taxpayer, we are still taxpayers and will 
be paying our share too. All we are seeking 
is justice and equity and to pressure Western 
Power and the Government into improving 
the safety of power lines, everywhere.
 A final message to those in the community 
who are not supportive of our cause; walk 
a mile in our shoes and pray that it never 
happens to you.

Toodyay Fire Action Group
 Brian Wood (Chairman),  Heather 

McDonald-Appleby (Secretary/Treasurer),  
Erica Dumaresq, Tammy Broadwood, Ray 
Barwell, Greg Ferguson, Councillor John 

Prater, Dave Lynn

MANY CONGRATULATIONS TO a fellow 
member of our community, namely Sandy 
Smith, owner and proprietor of the Toodyay 
Hair Studio.
 Many know Sandy through her work as 
a hairdresser and for this we are so very 
grateful for her love and compassion in her 
profession, but we also have a great gratitude 
for her work she does behind the scenes with 
many voluntary organisations.
  Sandy has been involved in community 
work for many years and has shown us all 
here in Toodyay her love and dedication for 
her fellow man/woman/child and, for this, 
we believe she is so worthy of being elected 
to the Chair of St John Ambulance.
 Sandy shows great thought in her work, her 
diligence and her commitment to whatever 
is needed of her and always gives that extra 
mile in working with others and making lives 
a little happier after you have met her.
 Sandy, we as friends, wish you the happiest 
time as the new Chair of St John Ambulance 
and know that your heart and soul will be put 
into bringing forth new and special ventures 
within your position.
 Go girl.

Di Roberts

Toodyay Bush Fire

Congratulations
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Commercial and Domestic Water
Cartage in the Shire of Toodyay 

and Surrounding Areas.
 Servicing New and Existing Clients, with 

Enthusiastic and Friendly Service.
Water for Tanks, Swimming Pools, Stock, 

water binding and road spraying etc
For an obligation free quote

Contact Peter or Ann on:
Mobile: 0428 928 086 

Home : 9574 5331

GETTING BACK TO BASICS
We welome everyone to join us for

communion and worship at 9.30am Sunday
mornings in the Toodyay Community Centre

If you are interested in getting to know
 more about God then we have 

groups that meet informally.
For further information call 9574 5002

We are a child friendly church

RECENTLY THE PREMIER, Mr Barnett 
made a statement in Parliament, under 
Parliamentary privilege, denigrating Toodyay. 
 The fact that what he said was untrue was 
bad enough, but my question is what sort of 
local person gave that rubbish to him? Why 
would anybody go so far out of their way to 
kick Toodyay when it is trying to recover 
from a disastrous fire and a disastrous CEO? 
Only someone who is obsessed with their own 
political advancement could do such a stupid 
thing. 
 There are hundreds of locals volunteering 
their time to help our fire survivors as well as 
trying to stimulate tourism, new business and 
new residents to Toodyay. Then some selfish 
person or persons comes along and negates 
those efforts. Shame on you!

Peter Robinson

letters

FOLLOWING THE PREMIER’S tirade on 
Thursday 19 August, I sent the following 
letter to the Premier:

Dear Sir,
I was dismayed and angered to hear 
the appalling tirade from the Premier 
on the 4pm news bulletin on 720 AM 
radio broadcast on Thursday, 19 August. 
I have waited this long because I was 
waiting for the Hansard transcript to 
be available. 
 I would just like to say that whoever is 
supplying the information about the past 
CEO’s sacking and the behaviour of our 
former Shire President in responding to 
the fire in December 2009, is feeding your 
office MISinformation and downright 
lies. I can’t believe that professional 
staff, as I would think that they are in 
that position, have not substantiated or 
validated this information with others. 
I would presume that you will have 
had other views by now and I would 
think that an apology to Cr Firns would 
be in the offing. The former CEO was 

not sacked but left with a negotiated 
settlement, which is usual in the case of 
public servants. And I can assure you, a 
collective sigh of relief went around this 
town and Cr Firns was elevated to hero 
status, which he already enjoyed with 
all of the volunteer ladies supporting 
fire survivors anyway. We were all 
saddened by his resignation from the 
Shire Presidency, but he has carefully 
considered his position. After getting 
the Budget through Council and being 
a working man, he felt he could not do 
the job properly with the time he had 
to spend in meetings, etc. Maybe this is 
something else that should be addressed. 
Unless you are a self-employed or 
retired person, you cannot take on a 
position such as this. 
 Regarding the people who did not 
have insurance when the fire struck, 
did anyone ask why they were not 
insured? Ms Judi Moylan, our Federal 
MP, did and she has promised to 
take up a case where insurance was 
refused after a previous claim and, 
therefore, no other insurance company 
would accept an application. This is an 
anomaly which must be looked into. Ms 
Moylan has promised to do this but this 
should have been taken up by our local 
member, Grant Woodhams, who has 
been conspicuous by his absence, apart 
from a couple of meetings very early on 
and a National Party convention. Our 
main support has come from Federal 
MP Judi Moylan and Max Trenorden. 
Shame on our local representative!

Mona Coffey

I WISH TO respond to speculation as to why 
I have resigned as Shire President.
 My prime duty as Shire President was to 
act in the best interests of the ratepayers, 

Premier’s Political Rant

Former President Explains 
Resignation

electors and residents of the district. It is my 
judgement that this decision fulfils that duty.
 It has been an honour and a privilege 
to serve the community of Toodyay as 
Shire President, albeit for such a short 
period. In 2007 I stood for Council on a 
platform of accountability, transparency and 
communication. Along with those values, I 
advocated preservation of a rural character 
for our town and district. I have consistently 
represented those views. There was a lot of 
dissatisfaction with the way the Shire was 
being administered and with the culture 
within the Shire. In 2009 the community 
elected a majority of candidates who shared 
those values and they elected me as Shire 
President.
 Council was aware of my intention to 
embark upon a process of change, a change 
in the culture of the Shire. I believed that 
there was a shared majority view that local 
government is not about regulation and 
enforcement but about communication and 
consultation, cooperation and assistance 
and service. I wanted Council to create 
a responsive local government that the 
community could expect would treat 
everyone with respect and courtesy.
 We all know that, shortly after this, our 
community was devastated by the most 
ferocious and destructive bush fire that 
Toodyay remembers. Fortunately, it was 
largely property that was affected. There 
were some injuries and one serious case of 
burns but no lives were lost. Many people 
were (and still are) traumatised and their 
lives will never be the same. The response 
from the community was (and remains) 
inspiring. No one was in a better position 
than I to witness that and no one could have 
been more proud than I to have been Shire 
President during a time that brought out the 
very best that any community could have 
shown.
 Unfortunately, the disaster also revealed 
that the weaknesses and divisions within 

the Shire (administration and Council) 
were deeply entrenched and changes had 
to be made. The decision was taken to part 
company with our previous CEO and the 
appointment of our Acting CEO, Mr Simon 
Fraser, was unanimous. The key to that was 
his attitude to the role of local government 
as Council being representative of the views 
of the community (as well as his depth of 
experience.) This was only the first step in 
the process.
 Having made that change, the challenge 
for Council is to provide an environment 
where the CEO can confidently implement 
Council’s decisions and have the full support 
of council in implementing any changes 
necessary within the administration to 
fulfil Council’s expectations. Unfortunately 
(again), to date, Council has not delivered 
on that challenge. Divisions within the 
Council (real or imaginary) were (and are) 
being blamed and it was put to me that these 
divisions could not be dealt with while I 
remained as Shire President.
 Part of the role of Shire President is to 
represent the decisions of the Council and 
to represent the interests of the community 
outside the Shire. To do this honestly and 
effectively, the Shire President needs to 
both support decisions of Council and have 
the support of Council. It was becoming 
increasingly difficult for me to give that 
support to Council decisions and increasingly 
apparent that I did not have reciprocal 
support.
 I shall remain as a Councillor in good faith 
to the people who elected me. I have full 
support for Kevin Hogg as Shire President 
and I will continue to represent the values 
and principles that I advocated when elected 
to Council.
 Finally, thank you to everyone for their 
support as Shire President and thank you to 
my friends who have given their personal 
support as well. 

Chris Firns

Peter Robinson

THE first item of business at the August 
Ordinary Meeting of Council was to elect a 
new Shire President. Cr Hogg won the ballot 
against Cr Somers with a 5 to 4 vote. Shire 
President Cr Hogg replaces Cr Firns who 
resigned a week earlier. Former Councillor 
and Shire President Geoff Ludemann 
conducted the swearing in ceremony. 
 The new Shire President then thanked 
those that had put their trust in him and 
pledged to work for the whole community 
and committed to do what he could to 
encourage unity within Council and a good 
working relationship between Council 
and the administration and ratepayers. He 
acknowledged the efforts of Cr Firns while 
he was President but very diplomatically did 
not mention the removal of the former CEO. 
 However  during this  speech two 
Councillors ignored the President and 
continued to shuffle papers and write notes. 

Fly on the Wall
At the end of the meeting, those same two 
Councillors were the only ones who did not 
congratulate Cr Hogg. Were these things 
important? No! However they are indicative 
of the unnecessary divide in our Council.
 It came to light during question time 
that attendance at Forum has dropped off 
to a point where one recent Forum only 
had three present. All Councillors should 
attend Forum, as that is where issues are 
discussed and all angles looked at so the best 
recommendations can be arrived at. That also 
means that unity has a better chance.
Class II Waste
The first item on the agenda was an 
application for a Class II Waste landfill on 
a property along Chitty Road. This item 
produced a long discussion, but eventually it 
was deferred pending comments from other 
State agencies, DEC and EPA.
Local Planning Policies
Next came two (2) Local Planning Policies 
(LPP 10 and LPP 15). LPP 10 deals 

with Temporary Accommodation during 
Construction and was passed 9:0. There 
was only a very minor change. LPP 15 is 
the keeping of 3 to 6 dogs policy. This has 
always been a difficult issue and was sent 
back to Forum to iron out a few points. 
During the debate Councillors were once 
again asked to forward amendments to the 
administration so that the effect on other 
parts of the policy or even other related 
policies can be checked to make sure a 
conflict is not created. Also other Councillors 
can get some time to consider if they think 
the amendment is an improvement or not.
Old Fire Station
After being deferred last month for more 
information, the application to turn the old 
Fire Station into a retail shop was given 
approval, with a list of conditions.
Mixed Use Development
A recommendation to grant planning 
approval for a mixed use development on 
Lot 100 Stirling Terrace was discussed 

but deferred. This is the block of land 
between the Bank and Shoemaker House. 
The previous CEO had offered an earlier 
development applicant the use of some of the 
bank car park as access. This new applicant 
has asked for the same deal. How Council 
could countenance such a loss of bays (I am 
told 12) when parking is such a problem in 
town, I don’t know. Surely a design can be 
devised that allows access with only a couple 
of bays lost.
New CEO
Following the financial matters there was a 
notice of motion from Cr Larkin to be dealt 
with. Cr Larkin requested a special Forum 
meeting to appoint a CEO for the Shire. 
Mr. Simon Fraser is our Acting CEO, an 
appointment that can run for up to 12 months. 
It didn’t need a motion of Council to put the 
matter onto the Forum agenda. That can be 
done by simple request to the CEO. I bet 
this will be one Forum that all Councillors 
attend though. 



Spring
Savings*

Authorised Distributor For:

A BlueScope Company

Toll Free: 1800 999 599
www.pioneertanks.com.au

“BUILT STRONGER TO LAST YOU LONGER”

Wedlake Plumbing
Tel: 9574 2092
Mob: 0407 448 565

*Price valid for standard tanks shown above and sold in WA between 1 Sept - 30 Sept 2010. Price includes GST and installation. Additional delivery charges 
(from $1/km return) will apply if the site is remote (more than 100km from a Pioneer Distributor) or diffi cult to access. Tank must be installed by 30 Nov 2010. 
Not valid with other offers.

• Local distributor, local service • Heavy duty 5-layer Aqualiner® • Up to 20yr conditional warranty
• Fire tested by the Bushfi re CRC in 2006 - maintained structural integrity and retained water

The Pioneer Advantage

ZINCALUME® Steel COLORBOND® Steel
(Standard colour range only)

Model Gross Capacity Before NOW! Before NOW!
GT110 110,000 litres $7,895 $7,495 $8,370 $7,970
GT150 150,000 litres $10,165 $9,665 $11,420 $10,920
GT250 248,000 litres $15,200 $14,600 $16,903 $16,303

Hurry! 
Ends 30 Sept

Quality Steel Water Tanks
Gross Capacities 12,000 - 370,000 litres

IT was a battle of physical endurance and 
mental strength for paddle and power craft 
competitors in the Avon Descent held over 
the weekend of 7 and 8 August, as the 
world’s greatest white water race turned into 
a shallow river event that broke both boats 
and competitors.
 The 38th Avon Descent was the driest on 

38th Avon Descent Driest on Record

record testing even the toughest competitors 
and resulting in just 256 boats crossing the 
finish line out of the record 920 entries.
 Traditionally spectacular rapids were 
reduced to trickles with competitors 
portaging their boats and scrambling down 
rocks or along river banks. Around 316 
competitors withdrew before the weekend 

leaving 604 registered to start the 
gruelling two-day, 133km race from 
Northam to Bayswater.
 Of the 51 power craft still registered, 
8 did not start and only three made 
it to the finish line. And, of the 553 
paddle competitors registered, 80 did 
not start, 220 did not finish and 253 
slogged it out to the finish line.
 Event organisers and competitors 
alike said it was a race that would 
take a special place in the event’s 
history. They said those who made 
it to the finish line could remember 
the achievement with honour.

 The strong contingent of South African 
competitors dominated the paddling with 
world leading paddler Hank McGregor 
winning the Single Kayak and taking line 
honours in a time of 11:07:58, more than four 
hours slower than the solo craft race record 
set in high waters in 2008. 
Fellow countrymen, brothers 
Daryl and Brett Bartho, finished 
third and fourth respectively. 
Kevin White (South Perth) 
finished second while former 
single kayak race record holder 
and veteran of 29 descents, 
Darryl Long (Ashfield) finished 
fifth and 2007 runner-up, Matt 
Coutts (Bassendean) finished 
sixth.
 2008 single ski winner 
Brendon Sarson (Innaloo) won 
the Long Plastic Ski category 
which was the most popular 
and successful category with 
123 finishers and 2009 single ski winner 
Travis England (Carine) won the Single Ski 
(non-plastic) which had just 11 finishers.
 Father and son team Ian and Todd 
Williamson (Kingsley) were the first of 
three power craft across the line in 5:30:35,
experiencing a vastly different race to 2008 

when they won and set the 10HP Dinghy 
Sports race record of 2:11:51.
 Despite the trying conditions for 
competitors, the usual 100,000 spectators 
lined the Avon and Swan rivers and took part 
in the various free family events throughout 

the weekend.
	 Starting	with	Northam’s	 Avon	River	
Festival	on	Friday	night	and	finishing	with	
City	of	Bayswater’s	Avon	Descent	Family	
Fun	Day	on	Sunday	afternoon,	 the	39th	
Avon	Descent	will	be	held	on	Saturday	6	
and	Sunday	7	August	2011.Photos: Wayne Weaver
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recommended  
in fire areas

The tank with a GUTTer
tank with a 

  heritage water 
                 tanks

CapaCities from 11,500 gal (52,000 litre) • 80,000 gal (358,000 litre)

free  

Tank Gutter  

or Pump  

with each tank  

purchased
Tank Gutter 

www.heritagetanks.com.au   
Freecall 1800 115 552

Ask about our new gutter technology

Karen Jacomelli

ONE hundred years on, the foundation stone 
and interpretative panel for the Lesser Hall 
were unveiled. Descendents of the then 
Mayor and Mayoress, Jonathon and Catherine 
Somers, attended the ceremony along with 
Shire representatives and local community 
members. Gemma Price (ne Somers) spoke on 
the history behind this historical event. 
 The original building was erected in 1899 
with the new hall being added in 1910 at a cost 

Monday to Thursday
6am to 11am
3pm - 7pm

Friday
6am to 4pm

Sunday
8am to 11am

Free Weights
Machines

Cardio
Group Training

Personal Training

9574 5687
22 Stirling Terrace

Toodyay

Wheatbelt Clinical 
Psychology

Psychological health problems and
disorders

Work, career problems, business issues 
and change of directi on
Workers’ compensati on

Legal reports

94 Sti rling Terrace,  Toodyay
Bindoon Medical Centre

Great Northern Highway, Bindoon

Richard Taylor
Member of the 

Insti tute of Clinical Psychologists

Registered Clinical Psychologist

Medicare provider

0427 447 190
(business hours)

Original foundation stone returns after 
100 years

of $830 which would be 
$10,500 in today’s money.
 The successful completion 
of the hall in 1910 was seen 
as building community 
spirit which had been 
lacking in Newcastle 
(as the town was called 
until 1910)  following a 
diphtheria outbreak which 
started Christmas 1906 and 
raged for a number of years. 
The community blamed 
the Mayor of the time who 
was also the chairman of 
the Board of Health and 
the local publican. It was 
believed that his filthy 
hotel drains were linked 
to being a major source of 
contamination. At the next 
council election no one 
would accept responsibility 
for the position of Mayor 
resulting in no Mayor for a 
time.
 In early 1910 Jonathon 
Somers who had been a 
respected member of the 
community since 1891 
was persuaded to become 
Mayor. He encountered 
apathy when he called a 
referendum which resulted 
in the town changing 
its name to Toodyay. 
Undeterred, he was able 
to convince the council a 
new town hall was needed. 

Tenders were called in May, the foundation 

stone was laid in August and by October the 
hall was in use.
 The local paper reported the laying of the 
foundation stone by Mayoress Somers with 
the headline ‘Toodyay En Fete’. Everyone 
then joined in to witness a fancy dress football 
match followed by the Toodyay Comedy 
Company performing their latest play.
 To fi nd out more, a history of the Toodyay 
Memorial Hall , written by Beth Frayne, can be 
obtained from The Toodyay Historical Society.

The Foundation Stone and Interpretive Panel

Grant Scobie

TOODYAY businesses were well represented 
in the inaugural 2010 Avon Valley Business 
Awards, presented at a function in Northam 
on Friday 20 August.
 The Awards were created following two 
successful years of the Northam Business 
Awards, an initiative of the Northam Chamber 
of Commerce, and are managed by the 
Northam Chamber of Commerce, the Toodyay 
and York Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, the Small Business Centre Wheatbelt 
West and CY O’Connor TAFE.
 For this fi rst year Toodyay York, Northam 
and Goomalling each had their own categories. 
For Toodyay and York, these are Small 
Business (including home Based Business) 
and Tourism/Hospitality. Competition is 
initially with other local businesses. The 
local winners were then eligible for the major 
awards of Avon Valley Business of the Year 
and Avon Valley Business Person of the Year. 
There were also awards for ‘Not for Profi t’ 
community organisations and Customer 
Service.
 The Toodyay winners included the Toodyay 
Op Shop and St John Ambulance Toodyay-
Bolgart for Community Excellence, Toodyay 
Hair Studio and Toodyay Home Fresh for 
Customer Service. Avalon Homestead was 
awarded a Special Commendation for Quality 
Accommodation in Toodyay while Oliomio 
was a fi nalist in the Tourism and Hospitality 
Toodyay Award. Black Wattle Retreat won 
the Toodyay Tourism and Hospitality Award 
and was joint winner, along with York Mill, as 
Avon Valley Tourism and Hospitality Business 
of the Year. And, last but by no means least, 
Ray White Avon Valley was the winner of the 
Avon Valley Franchise Business of the Year.
 The Avon Valley Business Person of the 

Toodyay Tourism Big Winner in Business 
Awards

Year was Rudy Kocis from Country Copiers 
(the winner of the Avon Valley Business with 
6-10 Employees and also received a Customer 
Service Award.)
 The largest accolades went to the Avon 
Valley Business of the Year 2010 winner, 
Bryan and Joanne Lee’s Northam Toyota.
 Support and/or sponsorship have came 
from the Shires of York, Northam and 
Goomalling, the Small Business Centre 
Wheatbelt West, CY O’Connor TAFE, The 
Small Business Development Corporation, the 
Avon Community Development Foundation, 
Experience Perth, Bendigo Bank, Telstra, 
GWN, Radio West, W.A. Country Builders, 
McDonalds, Linley Valley Pork, Purslowe 
Tinetti Funerals, the Avon Valley Advocate, 

and other corporate sponsors.
 Awards organiser, Pat French, said that each 
community can do OK but it is within the wider 
reach of the Avon Valley that all can grow and 
remain sustainable. “There is a critical mass 
which is required and only through the whole 
region do we achieve that critical mass.”
 The Avon Valley Business Awards will 
become a biennial event with the next one 
taking place in 2012.

Toodyay winners. Photos: Ebony Cleveland

Business of the Year: Northam Toyota

Joint winners, Avon Valley Tourism and 
Hospitality Business of the Year: Black 

Wattle Retreat and York Mill
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Avon Water Carting
12,000 Litres

Domestic and Commercial Tanks also
Swimming Pools fi lled or topped up.

For prompt and friendly service
call Phil and Sue Smith

Phone 9574 4201
Mobile 0427 525 005

AS part of Book Week celebrations, on Tuesday 
24 August, all students from K-3 participated 
in literacy activities at school. Throughout 
the morning, students rotated through three 
different hands-on activities involving fiction 
and non-fiction books. After lunch, students 
returned to their classrooms and completed a 
reflection activity with their classroom teacher. 
The aim of the day’s activities was to promote 
literacy, foster co-operative learning and ensure 
that the students had lots of fun!

Jill Orgles
Collaborative Leader

Literacy Day Recounts
On Tuesday 24th August 2010 the year 1,2,3 
Kindy and Pre-primary classes went to 
different classes. First Mrs Bartlett sung a song 
called “ My highland Goat”. Then we got a 
piece of paper and it showed a goat. We cut 
it out. Mrs Bartlett got some black and white 
paint to paint the goat. We painted with our 
fingers, then we did the head, then we did the 
body. We waited for it to dry and we got a paper 
clip and we put it in the head so the head could 
move. Then we went to Miss Brown’s class 
and she read a story about Rumplestiltskin. 
We worked with a buddy. One person did 
the sewing and then the other person did the 
sewing. We got glue and gold string and went 
around a black line on the spinning wheel. 
In Mrs Stanbrook’s class we did sandcastles. 
My partner was Daniel in Miss Brown’s, Mrs 
Bartlett’s and Mrs Stanbrook’s class. It was a 
fun day. We went for recess and lunch and we 
had two and a half hours of fun. I had fifteen 
people in my group. It was awesome.

by Jack Richards
Yr 3 Atkinson

On Tuesday 24th August 2010 we had Literacy 
day and we switched classes and everybody 
lined up and we went in every class. The first 
class I went to was Miss Wither’s and she read a 
story about a magic beach. I made a sandcastle 
in the tray and it was fun. Next we went to Miss 
Read’s and Miss Ogilvie- O’Neil’s class. The 

story was about Mr Magnolia. He lost his boots. 
We done a goat and made him out of paper. 
Then we drawed him with pencil, coloured 
him and cut him out. Then we had to stick him 
on the paper. The last class was at Kindy with 
Mrs Scott. We made a little cloud and we had to 
work with a partner because we had to help the 
little kids. They got paper and crayon and they 
painted grey with paint. I made a butterfly from 
a grey piece of paper. My favourite activity was 
doing the butterfly because I got to choose it.

By Aaliyah Indich
Yr3 Atkinson

On Tuesday 24th August 2010 we had a 
Literacy Day. I went to other classes. Mrs 
Ellis read a story about the Australian version 
of the ‘Three Billy Goats Gruff’. We acted out 
the story and I was the bunyip. The kangaroo 
pretended to kick me and I fell over. Mrs 
Ellis gave us a mask of a kangaroo. Next we 
went into the wet area with Mrs Sheridan. We 
watched how to use chopsticks on a laptop. We 
then had to pick up things with chopsticks like 
cotton, pasta and plasticine. There was also a 
Chinese thing like a dragon. Then I went to 
my class and we done a picture of a troll. Miss 
Atkinson read a story and acted out the ‘Three 
Billy Goats Gruff’ with wooden puppets. We 
looked at lots of troll pictures. I drew a picture 
of a Troll. His name is Scary the Troll. I liked 
drawing the Troll the best because I like my 
picture. I hope there is a next Literacy Day 
because it’s really fun.

By Ben Perry-Smith
Yr3 Atkinson

Junior Primary Literacy Activity Day
ON Friday 20th of August my class made a 
worm farm in the afternoon. We made it inside 
our class at our desks, it was a nice worm 
farm. We made it to help the environment. 
 First we got a polystyrene box and shredded 
newspaper and put it in the box. Then we 
sprinkled leaf matter over the newspaper and 
put food scraps in. We walked outside and 
spread a plastic blanket over a little bit of the 
pavement and tipped some soil out on the 
blanket with worms in. We all got to hold the 
worms and then put some soil and the worms 
in our worm farm. There was a little hole in 
one of the bottom corners, we put mesh on it 
for the worms poo juice to come out. We put 
the box on bricks and a container under one 
corner to catch all the poo juice and tapped 
the lid on to stop the birds and wild cats from 
eating and hurting the worms.

Jade Letchford

On Friday the 20th August our class made a 
worm farm. We did it at Mrs Ellis’s Year 3 
classroom. We made it because worms are a 
good recycler and we can recycle their poo.  
 How we made it is we had a big, large 
polystyrene container. Then we all had a piece 
of paper and shredded it. Then we put it in 
the container. Next we out in a whole bag of 
leaf matter. Then we put food scraps in, what 
you have to feed them is apple cores, lettuce, 
mushrooms, banana peel and watermelon but 
not citrus fruits. Next we put the worms in, we 
put about 200 worms in the container. When 
we had finished it we put the lid on and we 
then put bricks underneath. We put two in the 
front and three at the back. We put a hole in 
one bottom corner of the container and put a 
bowl to collect the poo juice. We will put the 
poo juice on our garden to help it grow.

Kelly Stevens

On Friday 20th of August, Mrs Ellis and our 
class, well all that were here, made worm 
farms. We made it inside and put it in the 
garden outside our classroom. We made it so 
that we could collect the poo juice and fertilise 
our garden.
First we got a polystyrene container, and 
then Mrs Ellis put holes in the lid. Next we 
shredded some newspaper. Mrs Ellis put some 
leaf matter in on top. We put food scraps and 
a little bit of soil on top. Then Kelly squirted 
a bit of water on the top. Last of all we put 
the worms in and put it on a tilt with bricks. 
Worms like all fruit and vegetables except 
meat, onions and citrus fruit, which is orange, 
mandarin, lemon, lime and grapefruit.
We made worm farms because we are doing 
recycling and worms are a tiny, wriggling 
recycling bin themselves.

Catherine Fletcher

On Friday the 20th of August my class and 
I made a worm farm. We made it in the 
classroom then we put it outside in the garden. 
We made the worm farm because worms are 
really good recyclers and we are learning about 
the environment.
 To make the worm farm we used a polystyrene 
box. We shredded some newspaper and put it in 
the box. Then we put leaf matter on top of the 
newspaper. Next Mrs Ellis put in food scraps, 
there were apple cores, lettuce and banana 
peels. Then we went outside and tipped the 
worms out and we got to pick six worms each. 
After I picked the worms I read a book called 
“Yucky Worms” to everyone. Then we got the 
bricks and we put two at the back and one at the 
front corner of the worm farm. We are going 
to collect the worm poo juice and put it in the 
garden to help the plants grow.

Paul Eldridge

On Friday the 20th August our class made a 
worm farm. We made it in class and then we 
put it outside.
 To make our worm farm we needed to put 
it into a large polystyrene container. First we 
needed to shred some newspaper and then 
we needed to put in leaf matter. Worms love 
food scraps and they like banana, apple cores, 
watermelon and lettuce, don’t put in any citrus 
fruits. Next we put in the worms and I got to 
hold a worm. We needed to put the soil in 
the container before we put the worms in. 
There were about 200 worms. We are going 
to collect some worm juice and put it on the 
garden to help our plants grow.

Alicia Leyland

On Friday the 20th of August, Mrs Ellis’s 
class made a worm farm. We made the worm 
farm in the garden outside the classroom. 
We made a worm farm because we are doing 
stuff about recycling and worms are really 
good recyclers.
 We made the worm farm in a large 
polystyrene container with air holes in the 
lid. Next we had to shred the newspaper. Then 
we put leaf matter in the worm farm. Next 
we had to put food scraps in the worm farm. 
Worms like to eat apples, banana skins and 
other things, worms do not like citrus fruit at 
all. Next we put in a big box of worms into 
the worm farm because it wouldn’t be a worm 
farm without the worms!
 We are going to keep the poo juice for the 
school garden. We put a hole in the box so that 
the juice can come out and put mesh where 
the hole was so the worms can’t get out.

Rebecca Moffet

Worm Farms
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9574 5055
YOUR LOCAL 

VETERINARY CLINIC

AVON VALLEY 
VETERINARY 

CLINIC

Offi ce Hours
Monday  9am to 5pm
Tuesday  9am to 5pm
Wednesday  9am  to 5pm
Thursday  9am to 5pm
Friday   9am to 5pm
Saturday  9am to 11am

Please note all consultations 
are by appointment

Please Ring 9574 5055
AVON VALLEY VETERINARY 
CLINIC FOR ALL SMALL AND 
LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARY 

PROBLEMS.

Avon Valley Veterinary Clinic
92 Stirling Tce, Toodyay  

Postal Address PO Box 941
Toodyay344 MOGUMBER-YARAWINDAH ROAD

MOGUMBER

WYTWOOL
PRIVATE WOOL BUYER

CLIPS AND ODDMENTS
PAYMENT ON DELIVERY

PICKUP AVAILABLE

CONTACT – PAUL DRENNAN
MOB:  0438 945 884

Open first weekend of each month
Sat 10am–3pm Sun 10am–3pm

Sat night 6.30pm–11pm
Four course set menu

$40 per head BYO
night bookings essential

Trees Cafe  Bolgart

38kms North of Toodyay ~ Phone: 9627 5187

P&C News
THE P&C held a very successful meeting 
last week to discuss issues around the 
profitability of the canteen. While the P&C 
does not include the canteen as a fundraising 
activity, we do need to ensure that we are 
covering costs and making a small profit 
to account for unforeseeable costs. We also 
don’t want to be using funds from other 
fundraising activities to prop up the canteen. 
Despite the rise in canteen prices this year, it 
still looks as though, if we don’t take more 
action, we will still be losing money by the 
end of the year, albeit not as much as if we 
hadn’t increased prices. Prior to this year, the 
last price rises occurred in 2008.
 It was great to have parents attending and 
contributing some great ideas, including:

•	Offering a combo meal, much like a 
‘Happy Meal’ only healthier;

•	Having a different summer and winter 
menu;

•	Surveying the students to see what they 
would like to have on the menu (given 
appropriate choices);

•	Having baskets in each classroom to put 
lunch orders in as some students forget 
to do their orders before going to class;

•	Using an ‘Apple Machine’ as a novel way 
of promoting fruit;

Some of the other issues raised were:
•	whether or not we could use home 

produce or produce grown at the school;
•	what new products could we add to the 

menu; and 
•	could we still make a profit if we were 

to reduce the number of days per week 
on which amber foods were available.

We are also getting support from the WA 
School Canteen Association (WASCA) 
and all of the ideas presented at the P&C 
meeting will be discussed in more detail at 
a profitability meeting with WASCA early 
in September. WASCA will assist us to look 
at student numbers, menu items, wholesale 
margins and running costs to ensure we are 
make enough money to keep the canteen 
running self sufficiently.
 If you would like to have more input into 
the future of our canteen, please contact 
Owen Catto on 9574 4682. The results of 
the profitability meeting will be discussed 
at the next P&C meeting on 15 September.
 Some of you may be aware that the 
Toodyay races will not be held this year. 
This event is usually one of the P&C’s main 
fundraising activities. In response to this 
news, the Fundraising Working Group has 
decided to focus on the Toodyay Show as our 
main fundraising activity for 2010. This year 
at the show we will be running the canteen at 
the Pavilion, providing some light sit-down 
meals as well as morning and afternoon tea, 
sandwiches, pies, cool drinks, etc. Also, in 
the evening, we will be providing a sausage 
sizzle. If you are able to help out with either 
cooking and/or time, please contact Larissa 
Leyland at the front office of the school. 
You will be able to support two community 
groups at once just by offering a small 
donation of food or a couple of hours of your 
time!
 The next P&C meeting is on 15 September.

Chaplaincy Notes
Millie Heath

BY the time you read the Herald, our ‘Mad 
Hatters’ Ball will have been and gone.  
However, I am sure that all who attended 
had a great time and raised a goodly amount 
for our Chaplain. 
 Please remember our Family Concert on 
Sunday 5 September; gold coin donation for 
an afternoon of fun.
 Our Street Stall is on 25 September and the 
Car Boot Sale on 23 October.

 Great News, we have been successful in 
receiving a grant from the Toodyay Shire for 
which we are most appreciative. Our Shire 
has supported us for several years, not only 
with grants but in other areas as well. Thank 
you, Toodyay Shire.
 The  Toodyay Youthcare  Counci l 
appreciates the wonderful support received 
from this community and we look forward to 
your continued support in our up and coming 
events.

Toodyay Scouts
Dropbear

THANK you to all the people who supported 
the Scouts’ trip to Lake Mountain, Victoria 
- the Toodyay community, Bendigo Bank, 
leaders and parent helpers and others.
 Our Scouts have just returned from the 
snow after a fantastic three days in Victoria, 
cross country skiing with two members 
of the Victorian Scout Ski Team, meeting 
with other Scouts affected by bush fire (the 
Alexandra Scouts) and generally enjoying a 
fantastic trip.
 The Toodyay Scouts decided in February 
that they wanted to go ‘to the snow’, as 
few Scouts had actually seen snow before 
outside of their freezers! We invited the 
York Scouts to attend with us and began 
organising the trip. It was just after the six-
month anniversary of the Toodyay bush fire 
and the eighteen month anniversary of the 
Victorian fires.
 ASL and camp leader, Rob ‘Rocky’ Koch, 
did a brilliant job organising this trip - our 
Scouts arrived at the Yarra River to a fully 
cooked BBQ lunch and all the catering in 
place, thanks to Rob’s parents, Hans and 
Annette Koch. Thank you to Hans and 
Annette for all your help - your attention 
to detail and fantastic organisational skills 
made the trip so much smoother. 
 There were lots of other logistic details 
to sort out, including bus and gear hire, 
trail passes and coordination with other 
Scouting members. Thanks, Rocky, for a 
job well done! Thank you also to Stacey 
(our attending parent helper) and Bron, our 
Treasurer. Thanks also to York Scout parent, 
Greg, for sending over his photos from the 
trip and to the York kids for being great 
company!
 Thanks to sponsorship from the Bendigo 
Bank and loans of gear and other support 
from members of the Toodyay community, 
our Scouts were able to attend this trip. It was 
great to have the support of the Alexandra 
Scouts (with the loan of their Hall and their 
company on the slopes), Lake Mountain 
Resort (for sponsorship, arranged by Tony 
through the Bendigo Bank) and the Victorian 
Scout Ski Team. Thanks, Badger and Rob!
 The Scouts all had a wonderful time. They 
reported that the best bits were ’meeting the 
Alexandra Scouts’, ‘mastering skiing’ and 
‘seeing snow for the first time’.
 The Scouts held a dinner last week for the 
parents and Bendigo Bank President to say 
thank you for their support. The attendees 
enjoyed a four dish meal and apple crumble 
and icecream for dessert. Scouts, you did a 
great job – MasterChefs in the making!
 On the day this paper comes out (next 
Troop meeting,) our Scouts will be doing 
the IGA SuperShop activity – don’t forget to 
bring your $5, Scouts! There will be a prize 
for the individual and patrol who manages 
to ‘smart shop’ the most items for under five 
bucks. There will also be an investiture and 
a badge award ceremony in a secret location 
in the street.
 Cubs spent last week making some brilliant 
presents for Fathers’ Day which we hope all 
the dads will enjoy. They’ve also recently 
been ten-pin bowling down in Perth. Great 
to see so many Cubbies out and about and 
having a good time.

 Our committee will have met by the time 
this paper comes out and we’d like to thank 
the members of the committee, including our 
new and carried over Executive members – 
President Gina, Secretary Kim, Treasurer 
Bron, Quartermaster Paul and Vice President 
Roslyn. We really appreciate your support. 
 Our Scout Group has an entrant in the 
Postie Bike Run to support the Lions run 
to Broome in 2011. Unsurprisingly, it’s 
Dropbear! So if you see me out fundraising 
for this cause, please support it - although we 
mostly fundraise for our own Scouts, Scouts 
also carry out service for the community, 
help other organisations and fundraise 
to support other groups and individuals, 
like the people who were affected by the 
Victorian bush fires. The Scouts have a great 
relationship with our Lions and help every 
year at Cobblers Pool to support the Lions, 
who support the Toodyay community.
 We hear a whisper that the Rovers will be 
attending a bonfire this weekend and that 
there MAY be a knighting. Hope you all had 
a great time! Rovers are looking for people 
to help with their bush baja car - thank you 
to Alan Rose who has assisted with the baja 
car. Bush Baja is a CAMS motor sport event 
that Rovers run where 18 - 26 year olds take 
their car and enter it in an off road event. For 
more information or to join Rovers ring Crew 
Leader, Julia, on 9574 4427.
 Next camp coming up is the Area 51 Skills 
camp - keep an eye on this space for photos 
and news.
 To find out more about Scouts, Cubs or 
Rovers email moondyne@iinet.net.au or ring 
0400 890 571 (Dropbear).

New! Toodyay Well-
being Support 

Group
 
A NEW group is forming in Toodyay to give 
support to people, who may feel isolated or 
need social contact or support, their families 
and anyone who is a carer in the community. 
 T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  g r o u p 
is to provide friendship in a caring, confidential 
and non-threatening environment. It’s for 
anyone who needs support in dealing with 
situations in their life. If you’re lonely and 
in need of a friend please don’t go it alone, 
support and a cuppa is available for you. 
 The Catholic Parish Hall on Stirling 
Terrace has been kindly given to us to use 
free of charge every third Thursday of the 
month thanks to the Franciscan Friars. Our 

group is for all who are in need of friendship 
and support, Catholic and non-Catholic alike. 
All are welcome. 
 Please join us at our next get-together 
on Thursday 16 September. Contact Gina 
Gulbransen on 9584 0136 or just come along 
at 10am.

Health Matters
Richard Walkey

JUST a reminder for those people travelling 
to Bali that there have been 60 reported 
deaths from Rabies. Most bites appear to be 
from monkeys rather than dogs. Since it is 
estimated that 700,000 people visit the four 
main monkey temples in Bali and at least 
six percent are bitten by macaque monkeys, 
often when feeding them, it is a matter for 
concern.
 The ideal treatment is to wash the 
wound as soon as possible with antiseptic. 
On day 0, if possible, receive a shot of 
passive immunisation (ie human rabies 
immunoglobulin) plus 5 doses of vaccine 
starting day 0 and then days 3, 7, 14 and 28 
to 30 days. This should be started whilst in 
Bali. Human rabies immunoglobulin needs 
to be given within 7 days of the first rabies 
vaccine, There is no cure for rabies itself if 
you are diagnosed as having the disease.
 Miscarriage is unfortunately more common 
then we realise. In the past the feeling has 
been to delay trying to fall pregnant again 
to allow the person to “get over things” and 
the body to recharge. For people falling 
pregnant within 6 months of a miscarriage 
their outcome is better in terms of a further 
miscarriage, ectopic pregnancy or loss than 
those that waited longer.
 Frozen shoulders are common, painful 
and can be quite disabling and yet the 
best and most effective treatment is still 
undetermined. Steroid injections and some 
forms of laser therapy can provide important 
short term benefits with little to suggest, at 
least in trials to date, that anti inflammatory 
medication works.
 Ankle injuries often involve the lateral 
ligament complex. Usually the foot is 
inverted with various amounts of plantar 
flexion – that is the foot is pointing down 
and in. The injury can go from a strain or 
stretch of the ligament to partial tearing and 
even more damage when bone and nerve 
structures are at risk. Initial treatment should 
be with RICE (Rest, Ice, Compression, 
Elevation) and medical attention sought 
if anything other than a simple sprain is 
suspected.

mailto:moondyne@iinet.net.au


Avon Blooms
Floral Art & Design

Specialising in Weddings, 
Personal & Corporate Functions

•  Floral Arrangements
•  Event Styling 
•  Invitations 

Centrally Located within the Avon Valley

Contact Rebecca for a personal consultation 0421 174 649
avonblooms@hotmail.com

www.avonblooms.com

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULL VEHICLE check over
SERVICING passenger and 4WD

Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS

Service
12 point check - $169 Oil and Filter Inc.

Small/Medium Cars

FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard

MOBILE 0418 949 898

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1   STOP SHOP 9574 2335

Email tjauto@bigpond.com

Registered repairer
MRB 513

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old

FAX 9574 5267

emergency services
coondle

julimar

central

Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Centenary Celebration

1910 - 2010
Open Day: 23 October - 10am - 2pm

All welcome to help us celebrate 100 years of service to the community 
at the Toodyay Colocation Centre (Fire Station.)

Colouring Competition for Kids
Entry Forms available from Toodyay Herald offi ce

from 15 September 2010 
 Closing date for entries: 15 October 2010

volunteer bush fire brigade
WHAT sort of season is this? We have no 
rain for a long time, then some heavy rain, 
then no rain, then some light rain, then no 
rain again. What’s next?
 Now is the time to start your clean up 
before the next fi re season but you must 
still be careful. Brigades are still getting 
called out to fi res, at least one caused by 
lightning, but some by burns that have got 
out of control. If you want to burn off some 
rubbish, that’s fi ne, but make sure you have 
a good fi rebreak around your fi re and never 
go away and leave a fi re. One good gust of 
wind and it can jump your fi rebreak. Also, 
before lighting your fi re, look up. Could the 
fl ames reach those trees overhead?
 The Brigade was busy on the Avon 
Descent weekend. We had crews out at 
the Cobblers Pool campsite from Friday 
night until Sunday and ran raffl es in town 
for a load of fi rewood and a money tree 
on Saturday morning. The wood was won 
by ‘Hilly’ and the money tree by Layf 
Erickson. Congratulations to the winners 
and thank you to all of those people who 
supported us by buying tickets.
 Generally, the crews had a relatively quiet 
time at the Cobblers Pool campsite. The 
Light Tanker arrived back from the raffl e in 
town on Saturday just in time to follow the 
heavy unit to a campfi re that had escaped its 
rock fi replace. A couple of minor incidents 
on Saturday night fi lled out the weekend.
 This coming weekend, at the time of 
writing this article, will be Targa West and 
again Coondle crews will be on duty during 
the Coondle legs. We are not equipped to 
fi ght a fi re in the case of a car crash; Targa 
West has its own specialists for this. Our 

role is to prevent any fi re getting away into 
the bush.
 At our August meeting, Murray McBride, 
the Chief Bush Fire Control Officer, 
presented several Service awards to several 
Brigade members. These were:
5 Year Service Medals

Allan Gregory Kerry Gregory
Fred Fellowes Gail Fellowes
Andrew Carr

10 Year Service Medals
Brian Salmond Tracey Salmond

Following the meeting we had a social 
night with guests from other Brigades. I 
think everyone had a good time. At least 
the group from Morangup seemed to enjoy 
themselves; they wouldn’t go home. Thanks 
all for your company. Now, lets all go to 
Morangup in September and keep them 
up late.
 Monthly training on Sunday morning 
after the August meeting looked at safety 
on the fi re ground, particularly the use of 
fi re blankets in vehicles, and use of fi re 
extinguishers. Thanks, Brian.
 I am about to start making up our rosters 
for the next season so, if you think you 
would like to join us, now is the time. Don’t 
think you don’t know what to do – we all 
started there – because you will be given 
training before you are allowed to attend 
a fi re call out.  Even if you can’t be a fi re 
fi ghter, you can help. No matter where you 
live, a visit to your local Brigade is a great 
opportunity to meet other people from 
around your area and obtain advice about 
maintaining your property to restrict the 
chances of fi re.
 Come and join us any Friday night for 
a bite to eat and a relaxed get together at 
the Coondle Fire Shed on Coondle West 
Road. If you can’t get to the shed on Friday 
night, but would like to know more about 
Coondle Brigade or would like information 
about any aspects of fi re prevention and 
safety, phone Peter Ruthven (Captain) on
9574 2951.

volunteer bush fire brigade

Desraé Clarke

OUR Brigade is very pleased to have 
received the news that an application to 
Lotterywest for a data projector, laptop 
computer and protective carry case was 
successful. This will allow the Brigade to 
access the tools for up-to-date and increased 
education of its members.
 A number of members of the Brigade 
enjoyed the camaraderie given by the 
Coondle/Nunile Brigade on Saturday 14 
August. The dishes of delicious hot main 
meals and yummy desserts provided by the 
ladies and their supporters were very much 
appreciated as was the happy atmosphere. 
Thank you, Coondle/Nunile Brigade!!! 
 Central’s General Meeting and social get-
together held on Tuesday 24 August was 
well-attended. Thank you to members and 
supporters who supplied the delicious food.
 There have been several burns performed 
for land-holders but on the whole, it has been 
diffi cult as the heaps and areas have been too 
wet for really successful results. However, 
these areas will be tidied prior to the end of 

the open season. If possible, fi rebreaks are 
preferably sprayed for hazard reduction as 
weeds thrive on an ash bed.
 For ‘driver training’ including ‘heavy 
driver training’ contact Training Officer 
Mick Giles, on 9574 4336 or mobile 0417 
954 298, or Captain Kevin Hug, on 9574 
2612 or mobile 0418 932 515.
 The next General Meeting is to be held 
on Tuesday 28 September commencing at 
7.30pm at the Fire and Emergency Centre, 
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. For all enquiries 
please contact Captain, Kevin Hug, on
9574 2612.

volunteer bush fire brigade
Grant Scobie

WE were all saddened to hear of one of our 
members being involved in a serious car 
accident. To Josh, Michael, Jane and family, 
our thoughts are with you through this time.
 The Brigade was active at the recent Targa 
West event, being on hand in case of any bush 
fi res starting due to, mainly car accidents. We 
were there for all four stages at Timberden. As 

Continued on page 11
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SPECIALS START WEDNESDAY. See instore for more specials or visit www.westerncellars.com.au 

Trust the Cellar Rat.

Retail quantities only. All prices inclusive of GST. Not all products available due to Local Liquor Accords. Persons under 18 years of age not supplied. Beer warm cartons. Pics for illustration only. 
Prices may vary in Country areas due to freight. Not all products available in Country areas. 

Western Cellars
We support the responsible service 
& consumption of alcohol.

STABLE LIQUOR Shop 7, 111-113 Stirling Street Toodyay.........................9574 2653

W
C1

01
06

36
51

95
X2

60
TO

OD

LOOK 
FOR MORE 

SPECIALS IN 
THE WEST ON 
WEDNESDAY.

$899
Yellowglen 

Sparkling Wines 
750ml

ea

2 Week Special.
On sale 15th September 2010 until 28th September 2010.

2 Week Special.
On sale 1st September 2010 until 14th September 2010.

$999
Babbling Brook 

Marlborough 
Sauvignon Blanc 

750ml

ea

4 Pack

$1799
Smirnoff 

Ice Double 
Black Bottles 
4pk/335ml

ea

TRADING 
HOURS
Mon  - Thu

9am to 7.30pm
Fri - Sat

9am to 8pm
SUNDAY CLOSED
Public Holidays
10am to 6.30pm

$3099
Black Douglas 
Scotch Whisky

700ml

$1299
Brown Brothers 

Crouchen 
Wines 750ml

ea $1099
Jacob’s Creek 

Sparkling 750ml

ea
6 Pack

$2099
Bundaberg UP 
Rum & Cola 

Cans 6pk/375ml

ea

Any 2 for

$12
Hardys R&R 
Wines 750ml

$699
Penfolds Rawson’s 

Retreat Wines 
750ml

ea$3899
Carlton Dry

Stubbies Ctn 
24/355ml

ea $5099
Corona

Stubbies Ctn 
24/330ml

ea

$3399
Jim Beam White 
Label Bourbon or 
Johnnie Walker 
Red Label Scotch 

Whisky 700ml

ea

AVAILABLE 
7/9/10 - 14/9/10 

AVAILABLE 
15/9/10 - 21/9/10 

Julimar VBFB continued from page 10

emergency services
this article is being written prior to the race, 
there is no news to report on how it all went.
 The pre-season brief this year will be 
incorporated into a full check over of the fire 
appliances for the coming year. All active fire 
fighters and auxiliaries need to attend. Fire 
fighters are required from 4pm and auxiliaries 
from 5pm on Saturday 25 September. A 
barbecue meal will be provided after the 
briefings.
 The next Brigade meeting will be on 2nd 
October, beginning at 5pm and followed, as 
usual, by the BYO barbecue.
 If you wish to know more about your fire 
brigade or more about fire and how it may 
affect you in your community or even if 
you just want to get to meet some of your 
neighbours, get down to your local fire shed.
 ‘The Fireplace’, behind the Julimar Fire 
Shed is open from about 5pm on Friday nights 
for some casual interaction with Brigade 
members. Even if you’re not a member, 
come along and have a chat about your fire 
prevention plan, find out about your brigade 
and get to know the people who are just like 
you, residents of Toodyay. 

morangup
volunteer bush fire brigade

Cheryl Mustchin
Secretary

MOPS, brooms, buckets and a bottle of 
Windex; what do they have to do with a fire 
brigade? Come and visit us on a Saturday 
morning and you’ll find out as I did: quite 
a lot! You’ll meet Lawrie and Bill, two of 
our members who are a couple of nature’s 
gentlemen.
 Lawrie, with a bottle of Windex in one hand 
and cloth in the other, making every piece of 
glass on our vehicles sparkle and still have the 
time to explain to me that apparently universal 
wiper blades are not so universal after all; oh 
well, back to the shop. I did try to encourage 

him to do my windows but, unfortunately, 
he declined. Drat. Bill, with his head over an 
engine, making sure that everything is ‘tickety 
boo’. Just because there are no fires doesn’t 
mean that there isn’t plenty to do. Checking 
all the equipment on the trucks and the water 
levels in the tanks is a year round job and 
Lawrie and Bill are there every week.
 Being a relatively new member of the 
brigade, I sometimes marvel at the little things 
that make our brigade such a great group. Just 
to listen to them tell the stories of the earlier 
days of the brigade and some of the little 
quirks that the equipment and vehicles had 
brings a smile to your lips.
 We have two more ‘in house’ training 
sessions for September with a further two 
planned for October.
 Our sundowner this month gave me a good 
chuckle. I was watching a couple of the boys 
lighting the outside fire in the drum – there 
was plenty of discussion on too much smoke, 
too many leaves not enough of the right wood, 
definitely not enough flames (why would 
you let firemen take charge of lighting the 
fire?) – and then, just as it roared into life, 
down came the rain. The brave-hearted or 
stubborn, depending on how you look at it, 
stayed in the drizzle, not wanting to give in 
now it was burning, but those of us who are 
perhaps older, wiser or maybe we just don’t 
like the cold, returned indoors where it was 
dry and warm.
 Our next general meeting is on 15 
September at 7pm at the shed at 3 Wallaby 
Way Morangup. New members are always 
welcome; please come along and join us.
 Enquiries can be made to Cheryl Mustchin 
on 9572 9556.

Police Beat
TOODYAY Police Station has changed its 
public access telephone number and fax 
number. The new telephone numbers are:

Main Station Contact No. 9574 9555 
Main Station Fax No. 9574 9550

The change in phone number has come about 
with upgrades to the station’s telephone 
system.
 These upgrades now allow improved 

contact with local Police, meaning that local 
residents can ring the Police Station main 
number and, through selection of various 
menu options, can select to speak with local 
Toodyay Police after hours for urgent police 
assistance or to leave a message for non-
urgent matters.
 Sergeant Dickson, Officer in Charge 
of Toodyay Police Station said, “For life 
threatening emergencies, you should always 
ring ‘000’. However, should you require 
urgent police attention for other situations, 
then you should follow the prompts on the 
station phone system.  Dialling 1 when 
prompted will provide contact with local 
police after hours and, when they are not 
available, you will divert to other police that 
can arrange a response as required.
 “Dialling 2 will give you our station 
opening hours and provide callers with the 
ability to leave a message for police for non-
urgent matters.
  “Programming of the station telephone 
system has been undertaken to improve 
contact with your local Toodyay Police.”

St John Ambulance
Karen Jacomelli

MEET the new committee.

 After many years service, Jenny Willgoss 
has retired from committee. However, she 
has agreed to continue as a trainer so the 
service has not lost all her valuable skills. 
You do not get away that easily, Jenny! She 

will be conducting the LAST FIRST AID 
COURSE FOR THE YEAR: FLEXIBLE 
LEARNING ON 7 NOVEMBER (ONE 
DAY). Registrations must be in two weeks 
prior so give her a call on 9574 2455.
 A reminder also that there are still places 
available on the two day Senior First Aid 
Course on the 18 and 19 September. Contact 
Alison Ralph on 0417 993 004.
 July statistics ran up 5,133km across all 
vans:

Toodyay had 36 calls consisting of 8 
trauma, 17 medical, 9 cardiac, 2 sporting 
standbys;
Morangup had 5 calls consisting of 1 
trauma and 4 medical;
Bolgart had 1 medical call.

 Bolgart has now been relocated to the new 
garage in George Street and eagerly await 
news of the date for the official opening. 
Looks like it will be in October.
 Please be advised that the office will be 
closed from 8 to 30 September. Renewals 
can still be paid at the chemist.

L to R: Neville Clarke (Bolgart),Mike 
Morgan, Pat Bradley (Bolgart), Kim 
Maddrell (Morangup), Wendy Gilbert 
(Morangup), Wayne Fletcher, Pam Tennant 
(secretary / Office Manager). Seated: Sandy 
Smith (Chair), Yaap Zoon (Vice Chair)

YES - YOU DO HAVE THE 
CHOICE OF SETTLEMENT AGENT 

WHEN BUYING
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

Phone: 9574 4320        Fax: 9574 5014
P.O. Box 827 TOODYAY 6566

An Independent Real Estate
Settlement Agent



when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets 12 ½ to 17 year olds, male and 
female. Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. 
Friday 6:30pm to 9:30pm, during school term. 708squ@
cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets first Tuesday of the month, 7pm at The Old Police 
Station in Duke St Sth. For all interested in arts/crafts,  
workshops. Enquiries to Wendy on 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
For breastfeeding information and the company of other 
mums. 2nd Tuesday of month, Parent Information Centre, 
Gordon Street Northam 10am-noon. 4th Tuesday of month 
Toodyay Playgroup 10am  - noon. Contact Louise for more 
details on 9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday, 1pm to 4pm. Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Contact Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of each month (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay 
Race Course. Contact: Sandra 9574 4429

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday of each month at Dept of Water,  
254 Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday every month , 8pm at the old engineers quarters  
next to Northam Railway Museum, Fitzgerald Street Northam. 
Ph 9622 1192 .

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Monthly meeting 4th Sunday 9am to 10pm, Workshops 2nd 
and 4th Sunday 9am - Wool Pavilion, Toodyay Sports Ground. 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm

BINGO
Every Wednesday, eyes down 7.30pm Community Centre 

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. Training 2nd Thursday of each 
month.

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
The next immunisation clinic: Call for details. Please call Sheree 
on 9574 4577 to book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday of month from October to April, June and 
August, 5pm at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday of each month, 1.30pm, 
C.W.A. Hall. New Members very welcome.

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

DRAMA CLASSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Monday 4-5.30pm, Call Anne on 9574 2458. 

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
Third Tuesday of each month, 6pm at the PB Kirby Centre, 
cnr Gordon and Wellington Sts, Northam. New members 
welcome. Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore 
on 9622 5203 for additional information.

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday, 1pm to 4pm at Butterly House. 
Contact Ida Edwards on 9574 2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 1st Saturday of month, 5pm at Julimar Fire Station 
followed by BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting, 
10am, Julimar Fire Station.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school 
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 or 
Chere Rothwell 9572 9298

MURDER MYSTERY CLUB
Meets Third Friday of the month, Toodyay Library, 10am - 
12.30. Ph Liz 9574 5967 or Dot 0407 656 853

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday of month, Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to 
November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday of each month  Council Chambers 7pm

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10am at Toodyay 
Telecentre.

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages. CWA Hall Friday afternnon and 
Saturday morning. Contact Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am Ladies and senior men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the month. 
Please contact Dave Isbill 9574 4035 for location and time. 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz and Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, new 
studio. Ages from 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys. 9574 4459. 
Saturdays 9am - 2.30pm (except school holidays)

TOODYAY BUSHWALkERS
Visiting local reserves renowned for their biodiversity. 
Wednesday mornings, 7am (Time may vary).
Contact Sally on 9574 4184 or Sarah on 9574 2118 for details.

TOODYAY/CLACkLINE kARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm 
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Thursdays 7-9pm, St. Stephen’s Church Hall.
Contact: Peter  0421704429 or Trish  9574 4330

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays)
School Library, 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday of every month (Feb - Nov), Toodyay Race 
Course. Contact Tanzi 0427 859 493

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday of each month  Duidgee Park  (near Newcastle 
Bridge) at 8am October to April and 9am May to September.  
Enquiries  9574 2578 

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY kINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays), Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion. Contact: Debra Andrijich 9574 2676

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday each month (except Jan)
Masonic Hall, Fiennes St, 7.30pm

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enquiries 
9574 4462

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets every Thursday at Toodyay Race Course, 9am - 1pm. 
Phone 9574 5002

TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Monday and Wednesday 9.30 - 11.30am
Enquiries phone Sally on 9574 4184 or Jodie on 9574 5569.

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday of the Month from 7pm
CWA Hall.  Contact Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492.

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
3rd Saturday each month,  at CWA Hall 7pm. Enquiries to 
President on  9574 2560 or Secretrary on 6364 3609. Visitors 
and new members will be made very welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday each month commencing 6pm Toodyay Police 
Station (General Meeting bi-monthly - Feb, April, June, Aug, 
Oct, Dec) Enquiries 9574 2212

TOODYAY OLIVE GROWERS 
Contact Francis Moran for meeting dates 9574 5786.

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Playgroup Hall, 
Community Centre, Brenda Hutchinson 9574 4489

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION (INC.)
General Meetings 3rd Tuesday each month @ the CWA Hall, 
7pm. Committee meetings fortnightly on Tuesday evening.  
Contact Roger Bray (Chairperson) 9574 4562.

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday of month, Anglican Hall, 1.30pm

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday from 9am Parkers Cottage. 
President: CArol Worrell 0407 429 047; Secretary: Phil 
Harmer 9574 2015

TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH RSL
1st Saturday of March, May, July, September and November  
at 2pm at the Bowling Club. AGM second Saturday in 
February at the Bowling Club. Contact Lou 9574 4310

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM.
12.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Freemasons 
Hotel.

TOODYAY TOWN WALkS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday and Friday (varies). 
Contact Prim on 9574 2490 for details.

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday of each month Fire Station, 8pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am, St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am Friday CWA Hall. 9574 4184

Support People for 
Cancer Patients 

Needed
THE WA Country Health Service -- 
Wheatbelt Region is seeking people who 
have had a cancer diagnosis and received 
treatment in the metropolitan area to act as 
support persons for new cancer patients. 
 Lois Newsome, the Rural Cancer Nurse 
Coordinator for the WA Country Health 
Service – Wheatbelt Region would like 
to hear from people who have recently 
completed treatment for cancer and who 
would like to become support people.
 “Facing multiple treatments in Perth can be 
a daunting thought and when the patient also 
has the reality of having a cancer diagnosis, 
the prospect of the immediate future can be 
overwhelming,” Lois said. “We would like 
to have the opportunity of linking people 
who are just embarking on this process 
with people who have recently completed 
treatment.
 “This may be as simple as providing a 
phone number or email contact.”
 If you are interested in becoming a support 
person please contact the Rural Cancer 
Nurse Coordinator for the Wheatbelt, Lois 
Newsome, on 0427 988 226 or 9622 7213.

can do all
sorts of jobs!

Mowing
Whippersnippering
Chainsawing
Cleanups
Rubbish Removed
Recycling
Odd Jobs

Reasonable Rates
Call Dave

0419 932 491

OSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEURO
MUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUE

&&&&&
NANANANANATURTURTURTURTUROPOPOPOPOPAAAAATHYTHYTHYTHYTHY
Bone and Muscle

Manipulation
Deep Muscle Therapy

Iridology
Herbal Medicines

TTTTTOODOODOODOODOODYYYYYAAAAAYYYYY Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95777774 26964 26964 26964 26964 2696
Saturday

WWWWWEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEY Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 9387 23537 23537 23537 23537 2353
Monday to Thursday
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public notices

The Toodyay Community Safety and Crime Prevention (CSCP) Committee has 
released its CSCP Plan for public comment until the 9th October 2010.

Your comment and input into the Plan is sought to enable the CSCP Committee to 
determine the community’s response to the planned actions, and make adjustments 
where necessary.

Once the plan is complete, it will be submitted to the Office of Crime Prevention for 
endorsement. On endorsement, opportunities to obtain vital funding for initiatives 
such as extra street lighting, youth development, RoadWise and crime prevention 
will become available.

Copies of the Plan are available from the Toodyay Police Station, the Shire of Toodyay 
Office and the Public Library, and the Shire’s website.

Completed submissions can be returned to the above, posted to PO Box 427, Toodyay 
6566, or by email to toodyaycscpc@westnet.com.au

This is an initiative of the Toodyay Community Safety and Crime Prevention Committee

TOODYAY COMMUNITY SAFETY AND CRIME PREVENTION 
PLAN 2010 - 2015

PUBLIC COMMENT

Annual 
General 

Meetings
Toodyay  Community  Bus (Inc) 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Toodyay Community Bus (Inc) will 
be held at  BUTTERLY HOUSE on 
Wednesday 29 September 2010, starting 
at 10.30am. 
 Please come along and support the 
committee to enable us to maintain 
this community asset. Any constructive 
complaints or suggestions on how to 
improve this service would be most 
welcome.

Toodyay  Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry 
The Annual General Meeting of the 
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry will be held at the Freemasons 
Hotel on Monday 18 October 2010, 
starting at 7pm. A light supper will be 
provided. 

Arts Toodyay (Inc) will have its 
Annual General Meeting at 7pm on 
Tuesday 7 September at 4 Duke St (Sth), 
Toodyay. A new committee will  be 
elected. To be followed immediately by 
an ordinary meeting.

Toodyay Junior Football Club 
will hold its Annual General Meeting at 
Toodyay Showgrounds on 11 September, 
starting at approx 2pm.

RSL Toodyay Sub-branch
The Annual General Meeting of the sub-
branch will be held at 2pm on Saturday 4 
September at the Toodyay Club.

In Memoriam

100th Birthday Commemorations
Dallas Jeffries Baxter and Edith Baxter.
Dallas born Friday 2.9.1910 at Highgate Perth, 
only son of Lillian Rose Jeffries and Albert 
Edward Landaman.
Edith Gardner, born Saturday 17.9.1910 at 
Ealing, London England, eleventh child and 
fourth daughter of Emma and Frank Gardner. 
Married at East Fremantle Saturday 20.10.1934.
Mother and Father of Milton, Ivan and Ron.
 The sons and daughters-in-law and their 
families, wish to take this opportunity to 
remember the wonderful and loving mother, 
mother-in-law and nanna, and the wonderful 
and loving father, father-in-law and pop. 
 These two people came together in times that 
were very hard, but their combination of hard 
work and thrift, lifted them out of poverty. They 
successfully raised three boys and gave them 
a kick-start in life. Their lifelong marriage and 
partnership was to be admired and, through 
thick and thin, they always found a solution 
to any problem that arose. Shortly before Dad 
died, he achieved one of his most memorable 
highlights, when he was reunited with his 
living siblings from his birth mother. This gave 
closure to both Mum and Dad of a long held 
secret that turned out to be, not the shame that 
had haunted dad, but revealed a welcoming 
family that transformed their lives for the better. 
 The descendents will forever be in their debt 
and their memory will be held in the highest 
esteem not only by the offspring, but by all who 
were privileged to have known them

RIP.
 Milton. A. Baxter, Toodyay. 

Woodridge Spring Fair is being held 
on Sunday 7 November.
 Anyone wishing to book a stall or 
wanting more info, please contact Nic 
on 9577 1404 or email nicole.hutch@
bigpond. com. 
 For swapmeet stalls, contact Phyll on  
9577 1574. 
 There was a huge turnout last year so get 
in early to avoid disappointment.

Chittering Fine Arts will hold their 
exhibition from opening night on Friday 3 
September to Sunday 12 September.
 The exhibition will be held in the 
Bindoon Town Hall on Great Northern 
Highway and will run over two weekends, 
opening daily from 10am - 4pm.
 On display, local artists will have a varied 
collection of fine work that will include 
painting, photography, pottery, jewellery, 
textiles and sculpture.
 Entry is free and all artworks are for sale.

Over 50’s Quiz and Morning Tea
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay, 
Friday 17 September,  2010, 9.30 – 
11.30am. Entry: $5.00 per person.
 Enjoy another delightful morning of 
challenging quizzes and delicious morning 
tea with Layne Gulbransen. RSVP 9584 
0136. (All proceeds go to 2013 Scout 
Jamboree Fund)

Volunteers for Vinnies 
Volunteers required for your local Vinnies 
Shop, 86 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. 
 If you have four hours on a Saturday to 
spare, please come in and see us or phone 
Jackie on 9574 2529.

Senior First Aid
The next Senior First Aid class is on the 
weekend of 18 and 19 September.
The LAST FIRST AID COURSE FOR 
THE YEAR IS FLEXIBLE LEARNING 
ON 7 NOVEMBER (ONE DAY).
 Registrations must be in 2 weeks prior. 
See Jenny Willgoss at LJ Hooker or phone 
9574 2455.

Arts Toodyay
Margot Watkins

Our second ‘Vino’ art exhibition is being 
held from 25 – 27 September at Coorinja 
Winery (please see Vino 2010 elsewhere in 
this issue.)
 And artists, there is still time to get your 
entry in. Entries and fees are due on 17 
September, with delivery of your work(s) 
between 9.30am and 12 noon on Thursday 
23 September direct to the winery. No 
commission is charged for members, others 
20%. There is no special theme this year. 
Entry forms are available at the Library, LJ 
Hooker’s, and Pam The Framer’s. Special 
note: some entry forms went out with 
the incorrect closing date; the September 
one is the correct one. Apologies for any 
inconvenience caused. 
 Please do come to our AGM on Tuesday 
September 7 at 7pm at 4 Duke St South. A 
new committee will be elected. This will be 
followed by our ordinary meeting and we 
will be planning our activities for next year 
so it is a good chance to have an input into 
what we will do. Some exciting project for 
us/the community perhaps? What have you 
always longed to see here? We can do it! And 
especially as we will have some funding next 
year for a special project... all we need is you.
 Good news re stolen sculptures: they 
are back! Thanks to everyone for their 
expressions of concern.
 Alpacas have danced a merry jig, and some 
disappeared without ever appearing in the 
first place. 
 Who is Jenny? Please Jenny, we would 
be grateful for the return of these soon, 
decorated or not, because we will be 
auctioning them at the Toodyay Show on 9 
October. This is to raise money for one of 
our local artists who is very ill and needs 
treatment overseas. Everyone please tell 
anyone you know that these very desirable 
‘objets d’art’ will be in the public domain and 
available to the highest bidder very shortly!
 Next Textiles day will be either 4 or 
18 September, contact Bev 9574 2898 to 
confirm day.
 Anyone out there interested in creating 
large Clydesdale sculpture(s) for a special 
project near Northam contact Karen Ducat 
for more details on 9622 3886 or 0438 223 
886.
 See you at Vino 2010!

mailto:nicole.hutch@bigpond.com
mailto:nicole.hutch@bigpond.com


LEYLAND 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

  Phone Steve Leyland 

 0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286

We specialise in:

SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER: 

SAND: White (coarse and fi ne), Yellow and Topsoil
GRAVEL: Pit gravel, Screened road base, Screened 
and cracked gravel 7-18mm
BLUE  METAL: Road base, Crushed rock, Blue 
Metal 10-20mm and Ballast
FERTILISER: Delivery

Free Quotes  Phone Mike
1800 819 969 Mobile: 0417 989 559

TOODYAY could have its own community 
radio station by the end of the year. Work 
has been going on in the background now for 
some time: public meetings have been held, a 
steering committee has been formed and the 
paperwork has been finalised.
 Toodyay Community Radio Chair Steve 
Bannister says that other community radio 
stations around the State have been fantastic. 
Not only have they helped with administration 
and technical advice, some have made 
equipment available. Having access to this 
equipment means that the time it takes to 
establish the station will be considerably 
shortened.
 As its name implies, Toodyay Community 
Radio is about the community of Toodyay; 
people and organisations can become 
involved in the station and its programming. 
Membership is low at $30 per year for 
individuals and community groups and all 
comers will be welcomed. Naturally, there 
are concessions for family membership and 
concession card holders. People seeking 
these concessions should contact the station 
at toodyayradio@ live.com.au or Steve 
Bannister on 9574 4554.
 “Community radio will give some people 
the chance to present programmes on air 
and spread the message on behalf of their 
organisations,” says Steve. “Community 
radio depends on community support for 
everything it does and we need people who 
want to be involved in all aspects of running 
a radio station. We would love to hear from 
any person or organisation who is interested 
in being part of this exciting new development 
in the town.”
 Community groups can advertise with the 
station for free and will have the opportunity to 
promote their events and interests. “We would 
love to hear from any groups in town who are 
interested and think that we can help them,” 
Steve said. Business will also be involved and 
will have the opportunity to promote their 
business through sponsorship packages at 
very low rates. This is similar to commercial 
radio advertising except that, in this case, all 
the money raised stays in Toodyay.
 “What the radio station will present is 
something that has taken up a lot of time,” 
says Steve Bannister. “We have spoken to a 
lot of people about what they want on the air 

and the beauty of community radio is that it 
can deliver most things that people want.”
 At public meetings, the overwhelming 
majority of people stated that they like music 
from the 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s. There were 
also requests for Jazz, Blues, Classical and 
Country amongst others. So there will be 
plenty of that. But it is important to remember 
that anyone in the community can join and 
apply to present a programme of any kind so 
the station would love to hear from anyone 
interested.
 While one of the long term aims of the 
station is to have a music recording studio 
where local musicians can come and make 
their own CD’s, programming has already 
started. There will be a great mix of local and 
other programmes with the main focus being 
on LOCAL programming; programmes will 
include: 

•	Breakfast Show;
•	Weekend Breakfast Show;
•	All Day Requests;
•	Drive;
•	Toodyay Talkback;
•	Classic Comedy;
•	Drama Hour;
•	Classic Gold;
•	The Lounge;
•	Overnight Request Show using Jukebox 

Radio;
•	Old Time Radio;
•	50’s & 60’s Show;
•	70’s & 80’s Show;
•	Jazz Hour;
•	Australian Music Show;
•	Country Show;
•	Party Warm Up;
•	The Best Party In Town;
•	Rock N Roll Diner;
•	60s Night;
•	Junior Choice;
•	Deadly Sounds;
•	Classical Hour: Instrumental and 

vocal music from various international 
orchestras and choirs;

•	Beatles Bonanza.
 Steve Bannister  says,  “Toodyday 
Community Radio has come this far by talking 
and listening to people in and around Toodyay 
and we want this to continue so anyone who 
wants to have a say will be able to be heard in 
ways that have not been available until now..”

Toodyay Community Radio Update

Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf

THE other Sunday some members of the club 
had a great day out at the Tivoli Club Canning 
Bridge for a day of entertainment.
 They started out with morning tea at Noble 
falls and then on to a concert at the Tivoli Club 
and lunch served during the interval. The drive 
home to Toodyay was in the community bus 
driven by Jim.
 When you read this we would have visited 
Wannamal Seniors’ Club and, judging on 
passed visits, we would have had a great time. 
 On 6 October we have a visit from the 
Bindoon Seniors’ Club.
 Birthdays this month are: Glenyce Bosnjak 
(5th), Peg Nelligan (13th), Michael Cox (23rd) 
and Veya Due (27th). We wish them a very 
happy birthday.
 Our next outing will be a BYO picnic/BBQ 
at Wireless Hill, Ardross on 7 October with 
the COCOA Club.

Toodyay Spinners
Phil Lansell
Secretary

THE Annual General Meeting of the 
Toodyay Spinners was conducted on 29 
July, opening at 10.01 and closing at 
10.46.
 On th is  month’s  Share  Table  we 
had: skeins in merino/silk and alpaca 
mer ino  and  s i lk  by  Jan  Manning;  
skein and scarf in merino by Lois; dyeing 
shown by Elaine who dyed some mohair 
in different colours.
 T h e  To o d y a y  S p i n n e r s  m e e t 
every Wednesday between 9am and 
approximately noon and also meet on 
the second Saturday of the month at 
the same time at Parkers Cottage in the 
showgrounds.
 For more information, please phone 
Secretary, Phil Lansell on 9574 2015 or 
President, Carol Worrell on 0407 429 047.

Toodyay Music Club 
Jenny Edgecombe

THE August meeting was packed with 
interest. As well as the special items members 
had prepared for the theme night, we had a 
visit from members of the Bel Canto Singers 
from Bunbury, who were ‘on tour’. 
 Some members chose to interpret the theme 
in a light-hearted way. Maurice gave an 
amusing dissertation on his interpretations 
of this vague theme of ‘songs you can’t get 
out of your head’ to introduce his hilarious 
‘Little Arrows’. Pete’s ‘Tiptoe Through the 
Tulips’ was an absolute tour de force and 
Moira obviously enjoyed presenting her 
sultry ‘Slow Boat to China’!  
 As promised previously, Jenny bounced 
along with ‘Day Trip to Bangor’, adding 
a verse of the unfortunate ‘Day Trip to 
Blackpool’ to counter its unrelenting 
‘jolliness’. Leila caused some chuckles 
with ‘God Save the Queen’ as one of her 
violin pieces, but also gave us some other 
favourites, including ‘Morning Has Broken’. 
 One of Allan’s songs must have been on his 
mind for a while, because he finally wrote 
it! ‘Ukulele Heaven’ was a lovely cheerful 
song about Al’s place.
 Many performers chose songs they have 
loved and had on their minds over the  years. 
Joe’s moving rendition of ‘Bridge Over 
Troubled Water’ showed just how far his 
performing has come since joining the club. 
 In the same vein was Spencer’s impressive 
unaccompanied version of ‘Solitaire’, a 
difficult song handled effortlessly. I must 
also mention Teddy’s ukulele picking 
augmenting Spencer’s chime-like guitar 
beautifully in ‘Amazing Grace’. 
 Nancy included some stirring marches on 
the accordion in her selection and Jeanette 
chose what has become her signature 
song, the beautiful ‘My Scotland’. Two 
of the Bunbury crowd, Annette and Bob, 
contributed the haunting ‘Muskrat Love’ 
with voice and guitar.
 Rosie and Gloria from Northam were 
most welcome, entertaining us with some 
lovely and unusual recorder pieces based 
on Shakespearean sonnets. Adding further 
variety were newcomers Pete and Bob 
singing rhythm and blues numbers like 
‘Stand By Me’ with guitar and harmonica – a 
great contribution to the evening.
 The Bel Canto men’s singing group gave 
a marvellous performance of some of their 
set pieces, reminding us of the great joys of 
participating in and listening to trained choral 
singing. They then presented some of their 
sing-along numbers and after a convivial 
supper, Music Club members led the singing 
with some of their favourites – all in all, an 
excellent evening’s entertainment.
Next Meeting: 7pm Friday 10 September 
at the CWA Hall. Any style of singing or 
instrumental performance is welcome, so 
long as it is ‘acoustic’, or simply come 
along to listen. Further information: Teddy 
or Spencer on 9574 4492.

Toodyay Miniature 
Railway

June Eastwood

WHILE action on the water during the Avon 
Descent was very slow, our trains were 
running hot. The first trains went out just 
before 10am (later than last year) but, from 

then on, it was all go. We still had passengers 
rolling up at 4pm so a long day but pleasant 
weather conditions.
 Our members have blue shirts complete 
with gold steam train as a logo which is fine 
for the warm weather and look very smart. 
However, winter was a different story; even 
Benny forsook his blue ‘shirt’ for a little 
doggy drizabone and the human coats were 
many and varied. Now there are smart, navy 
blue jackets with gold logo. At least there are 
for those lucky enough to have got theirs. The 
firm ran out of stock so some of us have to 
wait till September for our new jackets. 
 Unfortunately, after having worked to put 
a de-railed train back on line, our crowbar 
and pinch bar were left beside the track. This 
would have been on the Avon Descent Day. 
Sadly, someone thought they were entitled 
to pick them up and keep them. We are all 
volunteers and do not make any personal 
profit from running the railway. The railway 
does do a lot for the enjoyment of visitors 
to the park. So please, we would like out 
crow bar and pinch bar back. They were not 
abandoned as unwanted – just forgotten. 
Hard to get a train back on track without 
them. In fact – impossible.
 Also, if any one walking in the park should 
find the ornate Leschenaultia Bridge sign 
which Graham’s daughter Katie kindly 
did for us, we’d like that back too. Persons 
unknown have removed same for reasons 
which absolutely escape us.

Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch

‘Neighbours Looking after 
Neighbours’

Desraé Clarke

What is neighbourhood and rural watch?
IT is a community based self help 
programme aimed at reducing the incidence 
of preventable crime and preserving your 
way of life.
 The objects of Neighbourhood and Rural 
Watch are:

•	To reduce PREVENTABLE crime
•	To encourage REPORTING of suspicious 

activities promptly
•	To improve the quality of INFORMATION 

passed on to the Police
•	To improve the level of HOME 

SECURITY in the community
•	To encourage the MARKING OF 

PROPERTY to
•	DISCOURAGE THEFT and
•	ASSIST in the IDENTIFICATION of 

recovered property
•	To reduce the FEAR of CRIME in the 

community
Neighbourhood and Rural Watch is not a 
vigilante group but ‘neighbours looking 
after neighbours’. The Police will handle 
any action required.
 Neighbourhood Watch is protection 
of property and a way of life through 
communication and co-operation between 
neighbours.
 It is usual to observe activities and the 
goings and goings in your area. Anything of 
a suspicious nature should be reported to the 
Police as soon as possible on 9574 9555 or 
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000.
 Toodyay Police  9574 9555
 Crimestoppers  1800 333 000
 Graffiti Hotline  1800 44 22 55

or www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au
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Life aft er Death and Reward and Punishment in the next world are 
important teachings of the Baha’i Faith. Bahá’u’lláh, the Founder of the 
Faith, taught that death was no more than a transiti on from this Earthly life to 
the spiritual Kingdom of Heaven. In His Hidden Words, addressing humanity, 
He revealed: “I have made death a messenger of joy to thee. Wherefore dost 
thou grieve? I made the light to shed on thee its splendour. Why dost thou veil 
thyself therefrom?”

Abdu’l-Bahá, the eldest son and the Centre of the Covenant of Baha’u’llah, 
explained the meaning of Kingdom as used in the scriptures of past religions. 
“The outer expression used for the Kingdom is heaven; but this is a comparison 
and similitude, not a reality or fact, for the Kingdom is not a material place; 
it is sancti fi ed from ti me and place. It is a spiritual world, a divine world, and 
the centre of the Sovereignty of God….Observe that the body is limited to a 
place and does not know that which is beyond it….But the spirit and mind of 
man travel to all countries and regions -- even through the limitless space of 
the heavens….This is because the spirit has no place; it is placeless; and for the 
spirit the earth and the heaven are as one since it makes discoveries in both.”

Heaven and Hell, menti oned in religious scriptures of the past were never 
meant to be interpreted as places. For us in the 21st Century, the sciences of 
geography and astronomy have ruled out the noti on of Heaven and Hell as 
places on Earth or in Space. Heaven and Hell refer to the state of the human 
soul and exist both in this life and in the life hereaft er. In this life Heaven is 
the spiritual conditi on of nearness to God and Hell is remoteness from God. 
Nearness to God means awareness of God and awareness is att ained by 
reading and understanding the words of God and acti ng according to what 
they teach. In the life to come, Heaven and Hell are the results, experienced 
by our souls, of our faith and our deeds in this world. Faith and deeds go hand 
in hand, one without the other is not suffi  cient for our salvati on.

For informati on, email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au or call 08 9330 6999

Be My ValentineBe My Valentine

Hello.

My name is Rufus. I am a two year old Sharpei and I 
am lookin for love! I have great eyes and pretty good 
ears (even if they do look like fortune cookies). I am a 
really nice guy. I love kids and I want some of my own.

If you have a pure sexy 
single female Sharpei 
please give me a call.

My number is 9574 2747
signed, Rufus

Photos from the Toodyay Food Festival. More information available on Shire pages (16 - 17.) Photographers: Peter McIntosh, Wayne Weaver. Montage: Guido  Verschoor

Toodyay 
Agricultural Society
Pam Jackson
Committee Member

DO you have a few hours to spare to help 
set up and clean up for the Show? We are 
looking for volunteers for Friday 8 October 
from 10am to 12noon and also Sunday 10 
October, 8am to 10am. If you can help out, 
contact the Secretary on 9574 2465 or just 
turn up on the day.
 Have you decided which sections you 
are going to enter into this year? Here are 
some of the various sections for all age 
groups, from pre-primary to adults: sheep, 
wool, cattle, agriculture, poultry, fruit and 
vegetables, cookery, hobby crafts, china 
painting, photography, children’s sections. 
Full details of all sections are shown in the 
Show Schedule.
 Entertainment at the Toodyay Show will be 
provided by:

Clackline/Toodyay Karate Club;
Toodyay Music Club Inc;
Toodyay Irish Dancers;
WA Scottish Highland Dance Academy;
Toodyay Ballet School;
Dazzling Deb Face Painting;
Climbing Wall;
Incredible Creatures;
‘Blackmarket’ Fashion Parade;
Red Eagle Jazz Quartet;
Sparkles, Children’s Entertainer;
Uptempo;
Hey Presto, the Fun Magician;
Toodyay Community Singers;
Mini Auction;
Fireworks;
Bridging the Gap Trio;
Australian 10th Light Horse Display, Cup 
& Saucer, Fantasy Kingdom, Monster 

Ball, Machinery Preservation Club of WA, 
Vehicle Signs, Kids Craft Tent, Scottish 
Coastal Pipe Band, Pony Rides, Lions Train, 
Classic Prams Down Under and more!

TOODYAY SHOW DAY
Saturday 9th October 2010

RSL Toodyay
Sub-branch

John Adams
Secretary / Treasurer

DURING the past month we have had two 
important events. 
 On Friday 13 August, we had a successful 
street raffle outside IGA. Thanks to our 
members and talented woodworkers, Ric 
Turner and Phil Berrill for manufacturing the 
prizes.
 Wednesday 18 August is Vietnam Veteran’s 
Day and this was observed at a service at the 
War Memorial. There were approximately 20 
people in attendance for this service which has 
special signifi cance for many of our members 
and their families.
 The footings for the park benches at ANZAC 
Park have been poured and this project 
should soon be completed. The Shire has also 
reinstalled the refurbished Honour Rolls in the 
foyer of the Memorial Hall.
 The World War I Memorial Plaques have 
also being installed in the rose garden area 
at the memorial. Thanks to Bob ‘Daisy’ Day 
for all his work and the high standard of 
workmanship.
 We will be having an opening and dedication 
service for these projects on the sub-branch’s 
91st Anniversary on 7 December. We have 
invited the State President of the RSL to attend.
 The Annual General Meeting of the sub-
branch will be held at 2pm on Saturday 4 
September at the Toodyay Club.

Avon Wood Turners
Max Heath

IT has been a quiet month with the main project 
still the wheelbarrow. This is nearly completed 
now and soon the painting will be in progress.
 We had a great lunch at the end of July with 
just about all present. On this day we had three 
turners from Swan club come up and do a 
demonstration for us. They showed us how to 
make fruit pieces amongst other projects. We 
have had a couple of new members but have 
lost one as well.
 We have had our Annual General meeting 
and, although we need special permission to do 
so, I have ended up convenor again but cannot 
do any more than one more year. 

 Well that’s about all for now from the Avon 
wood turners. Hope to see you at the Pavilion 
some time.

Butterly Bits
Jo Sutton
Secretary

JUST a reminder to everyone that our AGM 
is scheduled for Monday 4 October at 1pm at 
the Anglican Church Hall. We look forward 
to seeing you all there.
 As always, both new and existing members 
are welcome.
 We are always looking for new members, 
so if you are interested, come along and fi nd 
out what Butterly is all about.


