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Record Crowds for Moondyne Festival
RECORD numbers swelled Toodyay’s
Moondyne Festival last weekend, with
organisers and community members
proclaiming it the “best Moondyne ever.”
Acting CEO Simon Fraser said that he was
taken aback by the turnout.
“As a person who had no previous
association with the Moondyne Festival, I
had no idea what to expect, however I was

absolutely stunned by the organisation and
the overwhelming community support for
the event,” he said. “It was exciting, vibrant
and full of the spirit that is synonymous with
Toodyay.”
Locals joined a traditional cast of swaggies,
floozies and bushrangers to celebrate
Toodyay’s largest annual event.
For the first time, the festival spread along

Stirling Terrace past Oddfellow Street and
also included the old basketball courts on
Charcoal Lane.
The traditional capture, trial, escape,
chase and recapture of Joseph Bolitho Johns
(Moondyne Joe) were re-enacted for visitors
and locals alike.
More photos on pages 20 - 21.

Rovers, page 27
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THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers who helped with this edition of the Toodyay
Herald: Les Hyde, Grant Scobie, Jim Bavin, Speedy Cox, Samantha
Connor, Wayne Clarke, Beth Ruthven, Peter Ruthven, Guido Verschoor,
Sue Manning, Wayne Weaver.
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Apologies – Whoops, We Did It
Again
SOMETIMES we at the Herald find that
we may have made a teeny-weeny mistake
either in our own stories, a community
group’s submission or an advertisement.
However, in the May 2010 edition, we
seem to have managed to make more than a
‘teeny-weeny’ mistake in one of the above,
we seem to have made mistakes in all – and
not only once!
For all those affected, we apologise
unconditionally.
Firstly, we have the Op Shop advertisement.
We acknowledge that we were informed of
the change of date for the closing down
sale of the Toodyay Op Shop Survivor
Centre but we forgot to make the change.
This has caused some grief, not only to the
Op Shop people but also to the people who
may have been indisposed by attending on
the incorrect date.
Next, we must mention Lynda Burke at
Top of the Terrace. We supplied Lynda
with a proof of her advertisement and
she responded with some corrections that
needed to be made. We made the corrections
and then put in the incorrect one.
We also had a letter from Janine and Jeff
Plummer which was incomplete; our typist
skipped a few lines and our proof-readers
failed to notice. This (corrected) letter has
been included in this month’s paper.
The article from June Eastwood for Mini
Rail was also incorrect. For some reason,
a sentence had been split between two
paragraphs. The sentence at the beginning
of the ‘new’ paragraph was, therefore,
incomplete and a word was suggested that
fitted the grammatical needs of the situation
but not the truth. Unfortunately, this extra
word was entered into the article by a typist
without noticing its context which was

disparaging to Toodyay’s tourist standing.
Our article, ‘Back to the Future’ on the
front page and continuing on to page 3 about
the upgrades made to the Toodyay Library,
Newcastle Gaol and Connor’s Mill suffered
from incompleteness! The article originally
started out, complete, on page 3 but part was
moved to the front page. Nobody noticed
that the text had disappeared from the end
of the story.
We also managed to miss out a story
about the ‘Airing of the Quilts @ Avalon’.
Luckily, the day went very well and there
is an update on how it went and how much
it raised for the bush fire appeal elsewhere
in this issue.
And so it goes on...
Lastly, we managed to leave out two
community advertisements. Due to the
fact that we were not going to charge for
the Freedom of Entry and Chamber of
Commerce adverts, they were not entered
into our system and we missed placing them.
To everyone who was affected by these
errors, we sincerely apologise.
The Herald, as is well known, is owned
by the community through membership
and manned by volunteers. No one who
works here is a professional journalist or
newspaper publisher. Having said that, we
do take our jobs seriously and have a great
pride in the product we issue every month.
Mistakes are to be found in professional
journals all the time and we would love to
have a ‘perfect’ paper.
However, that has eluded us more often
than not and, in the case of the April 2010
edition of the Herald, we seem to have
managed to make more mistakes than usual.
Please, we’re sorry. We will do better this
month.

Want to be part of your
community newspaper?
THE Toodyay Herald, the Advocate, the
Avon Valley Gazette…the line of community
newspapers outside IGA is growing every
day. But do you know the difference between
your local community newspapers?
The Avon Valley Advocate is part of the
Fairfax Regional group, which owns more
than a hundred and sixty of Australia’s
leading local newspapers. The Advocate is
based in Northam and has been operating
successfully on a local level for many years
with Editor John Proud and his staff.
The Avon Valley Gazette is a for profit
newspaper and part of the Community
Newspapers Group, owned by Newslimited.
By contrast, the Toodyay Herald Inc is an
independent community newspaper, which
is owned by the community and run as a not
for profit operation to support community
organisations and businesses in Toodyay.
We are governed by a board of passionate
community members, who have active
roles at the newspaper, and employ a small
team of volunteers who work to produce
the newspaper every month. Surplus funds
go back into the newspaper to subsidise
advertising rates and support the exchange
of community information and views each
month.
Contributions (the content of the
newspaper) are largely submitted by the
community – community organisations and
individuals in the community. Occasionally,
an article is written by a production crew

member.
We often have individuals expressing
an interest in promoting our community
newspaper and asking how they can help.
Here’s a rundown on the ways you can be
involved with your community newspaper.
Become a member
At the very basic level, you can become
involved by owning your own community
newspaper! Membership is only $10 (for
Toodyay residents). Supporters outside
of the area may become ‘Friends of the
Herald’. Members receive $15 worth of free
advertising (that’s three garage sales, three
lost dog advertisements or three husbands
for sale),
Become a volunteer
At the Herald you’ll learn (or get to use
existing) skills including proof reading,
office administration skills, writing articles
or taking photographs. We’re always in
need of people to read through articles and
attend to customer enquiries. If you want
to become a Herald volunteer, phone Grant
on 9574 2106.
Join our Cub Reporter programme
For young people, we provide an opportunity
to undertake work experience or cadetships
as Cub Reporters. If you’re home schooled,
this is a good opportunity for students in
year 11 or 12 to achieve competencies
in multimedia or business. For more
information, email toodyayherald@westnet.
com.au.

New Top Cop for Toodyay
ACTING Sergeant Sam Baker from
Northam Police Station has replaced
Toodyay’s Officer in Charge, Sergeant Paul
McCommish until a new OIC is appointed.
Acting Sergeant Baker said that his role
in Toodyay will be to continue to provide
ongoing support in the community.
“There has been a small increase in
damage and burglary recently,” he said.
“Toodyay Police will be providing more of
a visual presence to let people know we’re
here.”

Other planned incentives include more
foot patrols of the CBD and mixed
rosters to provide a better cross section of
availability.
Acting Sergeant Baker is keen to hear
about any information about criminal
activity in the Toodyay community.
“If you have any information, come
forward and speak to us so we can look
into it,” he said.
Sergeant McCommish has been posted
to Wanneroo as Shift Supervisor.

Willing To Do More
than Simply Care
Rosemary Madácsi
What is civilized in us is not opera or
literature,
But a compassion for all living things
And a willingness to do more than simply
care.
Daniel D. Chiras
EVERY country, community and household
has conflict; odd personalities, opportunists
and those with antisocial behaviour and
every day we hear the consequences of this,
but a bushfire in a small rural community
exemplified the essence of what is best of the
human spirit. This is about ordinary people,
in an ordinary community and those who
lived elsewhere, who made the effort to make
a difference to others.
At first Toodyay struggled with the enormity
of the fire, its speed and scope although we
live with and prepare for fire every summer.
Neighbours assisted neighbours while their
own home burned, volunteer fire fighters cut
through burning streets to evacuate stranded
residents, smoke and searing heat forced
many back, and memories were formed for
some of the terror of impending death. Stock
and well loved pets died, some people were
burnt and properties and treasured mementos
lost. A bitter battle to save the town centre
was fought, hard decisions were made and
yet while the fires raged, locals arrived at
the Town Hall evacuee centre to provide
sustenance, accommodation, clothing and
any help they could.
Within hours Emergency Welfare arrived
to co-ordinate the relief effort until handing
over to the Recovery Committee some weeks
later. Also materialising were DCP, Salvation
Army and Red Cross. Supply lines formed
to receive and distribute donations; meals
from the Hall kitchen, food from ‘Hallmart’
and clothing, furniture and tools from the
Lee Steere Pavilion at the town oval. Willing
helpers assembled at these distribution points
and worked many hours in often arduous
conditions for over three months.
Christine Maroni established the animal
feed depot the next day at Charlie Ferguson’s
yard (later moved to the Racecourse) and
with Craig Stewart, alone for many weeks
manned the depot, fed, watered and left food
daily at vacated properties. Due to them,
many stock survived and pets returned.
Independently many others like Jodi
Edgar, Roz Davidson, Leah Broderick,
Lee Francis, Robyn and Brian Foley, Sue
Eldridge, and all the unnamed who I have
missed, loaded vehicles and fed, watered and
cared for hungry and injured wildlife. Still,
many continue the daily ritual. Phil (Avon
Valley Vet) and his staff and Richard Walkey
(Medical Centre) and his, worked tirelessly
to care for the injured and traumatised.
Simultaneously, John Minchinson and
Melanie Pree took the initiative and
organised an army of volunteers to receive
and distribute the enormous donations of
clothing, furniture, tools and household
items. The Lee Steere Pavillion was later
dubbed ‘Hardly Normal’ (‘touched’ perhaps
by the appalling heat of the metal sheds), yet
they performed an amazing feat providing a
ordered shop from an avalanche of donations
AND personalised care was mandatory. Later
the Toodyay Men’s Shed provided support
in all things ‘blokey’ and took on tools and
‘shed items’.
Behind the volunteers and affected residents
were two amazing groups whose support was
invaluable and so deeply appreciated; The
Memorial Hall kitchen crew under Marlene
Andrijich, supported by a small army of
home cooks who unrelentingly provided
an extraordinary range of sustenance,
support and good humour and Tom & Pat
Bonshore, Janine Jaworski and Julie Wacura
who quietly and without pay attacked the
mammoth task of cleaning the numerous
venues. Each venue was cleaned several
times a day initially, it was a considerable
feat.
I established the food distribution
(‘Hallmart’) after being asked by Chris
Firns and Julie Brown (Emergency Welfare).
Debra McCann promptly dubbed 2IC and
assisted by Rita & Tina Maher (Yanchep)
worked as if ‘possessed’ to convert the rear of
the Toodyay Memorial Hall into ‘Hallmart’.
The problems of knowing who to help
became apparent within hours and resulted
in establishing a fire affected database (later
used by the other support groups), stock
records and ID cards; as a consequence
Daniel Tobar became the ‘data clerk’,
trapped behind my laptop collating data
as fast as I could supply it for days. It was

an unrelenting neck killing job yet Daniel
cheerily met the challenge.
Sandra Cousins our ‘angel on the hill’ spent
many hours checking no-one who needed
supplies had been missed and plied us and
Red Cross with data of ‘the front’. Kerry
Knowles, Nyandra McBride, Sandy Smith
and Gabby arrived to relieve the load. Peter
Robinson became ‘cool room manager’,
a heavy arduous task, constantly ferrying
stock between IGA’s container ‘cool room’
(Thanks immensely Dean!) and stocktaking
(Peter loves a stock take!). Naomi Sullivan
(Townsville), on holiday, pregnant with
twins and green with morning sickness, spent
two days in the heat collating data for Daniel
from DCP and became ‘data clerk’ so Daniel
could assist Kathy Robinson in setting up the
critical asset to everyone, the IT corner and
the ‘lost pets register’. Weekly, Kathy & Julia
kept us updated with the ‘Newsletter’.
The tempo was insane, supplies arrived
and went; Robyn and Royston Sinclair
and Barbara and Francis Moran arrived to
pitch in, then Vera Smart, Gayle Anderson,
Bobbi Jones, Sadie Gilpin and Pete Wayne
became the ‘permanents’ and filled the gap
as the others (except Debra) left for home
or the kitchen. Former Murrundindi Shire
Mayor Lyn Gunter and Trudie Goudge came
to assist and it was their ‘hindsight’ of the
Victorian fires that led to Peter Robinson’s
inspiration, the fortnightly ‘Tuesday Dinners’
which were so successful, the ID cards and
the coffee corner.
It didn’t pay to stop for a ‘smoke’ or an
‘idle chat’ in case you were press ganged
to unload vehicles, yet all who mingled in
Federation Square arose willingly and with
good humour to the challenge. A warm thank
you to the ‘press gang’ and the wonderful
lady who gave us shoulder rubs.
Nuala Ennis also conscripted by Chris
Firns and Julie Brown, worked tirelessly for
several weeks to organise generators, cleanup
crews, power and water until assisted by the
Toodyay Recovery Team when they took
over from Emergency Welfare.
Stacy August was the ‘Blackboard girl’,
constantly relaying messages from support
groups to Sam Connor at the Herald, the
Toodyay Rovers (Facebook page), Kathy
Robinson and the community. That mobile
of hers became just too hot to handle.
Chris Firns (Shire President) spent every
day, all day, for several months at the hall,
liaising with Emergency Welfare and the
fire affected, troubleshooting for support
agencies, organising telecommunications
(eternal thanks) and assistance where
needed. Always enthusiastic, each morning
he made the crews coffee and at close of day,
he thanked us all. It meant a lot.
The Shire Rangers Paul Postma and Alan
Knapp had the unenviable task of badly
wounded animals, fire fighting, cleanups,
building securities and much more, yet
were always available. Alan, who of his
own accord digitally recorded the damage,
provided an invaluable asset for the finance
assessment later. We did notice boys! Thanks
for everything.
There were so many others whose help
was also invaluable; Sally (Wendouree),
Muriel and Dave (Moondyner Café) our meat
providers, Lynda (Top of the Terrace), John
and Stella (Freemasons), Dean (Toodyay
IGA), Geoff (Toodyay Chemart), Tom
and Carlos (Toodyay Home Fresh), Gina
Gulbransen ‘egg supply’, Greg Ferguson,
Phil Preston and Shaun & ‘offsider’ who
kept the electrics ticking. There was Andrew
(AJ Baker & Sons), Phil (again), Colin
McDougal, the Steinerts and Robert (Traffic
Planning Solutions) who supplied the fridges
and freezers; my heartfelt thanks.
To Miska, thank you, for ‘always having
my back’, for sitting at night to unload
trucks, taking my share of the work and your
willingness to help regardless of the personal
cost. A special thanks to Warren Hall and
Chris Firns for the many times you have lent
a hand at short notice.
The volume of donations was astounding.
There was overwhelming generosity,
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Donated by Stitchin Sisters
unassuming actions and hundreds of 		
3rd Knitting Package
E50 Fran
anonymous donations. The speed in which
Donated by Knitting Inspirations
they arrived, the distances travelled the 		
4th Knitting Package
Ann & Ron
thoughtfulness of the contents and the people
Donated by Knitting Inspirations
themselves left us reeling. Small donations 		
Blue Raffle:
from children, gifts from pensioners and
1st Quilt, Cushion and
C8 Elaine
prisoners, hours of meticulous work in quilts,
Sheet Set
eye drops for smoke sore eyes, bedding for 		
Donated by Blackboy Hills Quilters
pets, pharmaceuticals, fridges and freezers 		
2nd Gift Voucher
C4 Lesley
for the cool room, gift packs and makeup,
Donated by Bar Bar a Black Sheep
cash, the lists went on. It was humbling and 		
3rd Gift Basket
B72
inspirational.
4th Garden Fairy
C50 Trish
On Saturday 17th April, the ‘Hallmart’ shop
Donated by Earth Sculptures
closed and cash donations were converted 		
The winner of the ‘QUILTS – people’s
to stock. The balance of stock was divided
into individual household allotments. We choice award’ was Liz Humphreys,
can assure that all goods and cash donated (Blackboy Hills Quilters) with ‘Scenes
were given to those that lost their homes or Of Farm “Sandsprings”’ (Prize Donated
by Handcrafter House, Midland). Marion
possessions.
To you all, named and un-named who made Young, (Western Doll Makers) won the
it all possible, I and the Team at Hallmart, ‘DOLLS AND TEDDIES – people’s
choice award’ with ‘Foxhunting’ by Suzette
give our heartfelt gratitude
Rugulo, which Marion
YOU REALLY DO, MAKE THE WORLD
calls ‘Foxy Loxy’ (Prize
A BETTER PLACE.
D o n a t e d b y Te d d y
Tree, Mt Hawthorn.)
The Door Prize, an
Accommodation
Package, donated by
Avalon Homestead was won by Val York.
AIRING of the Quilts @ Avalon, a fund
In the Silent Auction, the Baby Quilt
raiser for the Toodyay Bushfire Appeal, was received the highest bid of $85 and the
held on 10th April, 2010.
Antique Quilt went for $260.
Over 100 quilts were displayed around the
Proceeds raised from the one day event
homestead and throughout the guestrooms were over $3000.
inside the homestead along with a display
Many thanks to the sponsors Handcrafters
of handmade Teddies and handmade Cloth House, Teddy Tree and Bar Bar a Black
Dolls inside the Homestead.
Sheep. Thanks also to the people who
In addition to the displays locals, Spencer provided the displays, the many volunteers,
James (pyrography –
and the people who provided the raffle
wood burning art),
prizes and quilts for the silent auctions.
P a u la G r e en w a y o f
This was an inaugural event for Avalon,
Earth Sculptures
which they hope to hold biannually as a
(pottery), Chris Poliniak
fundraiser for other charities.
(weaving) and members
of the Toodyay Spinners demonstrated their
craft.
The event exceeded all expectations with
over 700 people attending, bringing 600
people from outside Toodyay and keeping
the local shops very busy.
The raffle winners were:
Pink Raffle:
1st Single Quilt
D66 Jean
		
Donated by Shirley Miles
2nd Single Quilt
C14 Barb

Airing of the Quilts
@ Avalon

AQUARIUS
FREIGHT

WATER SUPPLIES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock
Water carrier in the
Shire of Toodyay &
surrounding districts

15,500 litre capacity
Contact Kevin Hogg
Mobile 0427 742 043

9574 2044
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letters
DUE to unforeseen typo errors this letter
omitted some details hence it is being
reprinted in its entirety. Apologies to Janine
and Jeff Plummer.
HOW TO BEGIN a letter that is so important
because there are so many wonderful people
to thank is difficult, so we will just plough
ahead.
To all the volunteer Fire Fighters, Volunteer
Ambulance workers, FESA, the Recovery
Team, Graeme Merrick, Red Cross,
Salvation Army, DCP, APEX, Lions, CWA,
Toodyay Police Service, Op Shop volunteers,
State and Federal Government Assistance,
Rosemary, Bobbie, Debra, Gail, Vera, Pete
and all the Food Shop volunteers, Marlene,
Sandra, Robyn, Royston and all the Town
Hall kitchen volunteers, John and Melanie,
Roma, Maureen, Daphne, Julieann, Ina
and all the Pavillion Hall volunteers, the
anonymous donor of $3,000, John and Lois
Dival, Murray and Tracey McBride, Kathy
and Brett Hart, Jay and Kate, Ina and Bruce
Prior, Karen, Helen, Lauren and Beckie,
Terri, Jan Broadbent, Richard Walkey, Dean
and Amanda Carter, Nancy, Lea, Kerren,
Heather, Lyn, Barry, Sherri, Kylie, Kristy,
Taryn, Rosie, Jan, all the Council workers,
Helene, Carol, Toodyay Bowlers, Caroline,
Tony Maddox, Charlie and Alison Wroth,
Roz and hubby. To all the people of Toodyay,
Western Australia and Australia, to all our
families, to all the ladies who have helped
start my new Teddy Bear collection.
These people are in no order of gratitude.
Each and every one of you has been
wonderful. For your kindness, your
generosity, your caring, your listening, we
thank you.
To all the volunteers, you have given three
months of your lives to make our lives easier
and you have done it with your hearts open,
with kindness and compassion. Words can
not express our gratitude. We thank you.
I am sure we have missed naming many
people individually that we should give our
thanks to. Please do not be offended. There
are so many of you and we thank you all.
We are humbled, we are grateful and we
are overwhelmed by your kindness and
generosity.
We thank you all.
Let this letter be ended with a few words
to all the survivors of this fire. Whether
your loss was big or small, whether you lost
everything, a shed, a water tank, a garden,
it is time to move forward, do not dwell on
what is lost, dream of a bright future.
Janine and Jeff Plummer
THE UPSIDE OF the Toodyay bushfires was
the opportunity to meet such great people,
the likes of John and Mel who organised the
distribution of goods at the Pavilion.
The downside is that a lot of the Toodyay
community are very upset with the victims
of the fire.
Let me say that my husband and I are not
victims but survivors of the fire.
We ask that you, the Toodyay community,
do not tar us all with the same brush. We are
not ashamed of what we have received and
the generosity of people has overwhelmed
us.
Janine and Jeff Plummer

How lucky can one bloke be?
A FUNNY THING happened that it had been placed
on my way to work the other there during my stop at the
day; actually, this statement hardware store. I had noticed
depends on which side of the a lady and gentleman on
fence you are on in regards the footpath both give me a
to this true story.
funny look as I got into my
I was in a bit of a rush after truck to leave; obviously,
lunch to get back to the job I they had seen the perpetrator
was working on and had to in action.
pick up some materials from
Given, I suppose, that
the Toodyay Hardware and one doesn’t carry a spare
Farm store before leaving brassiere around (well I
town. I quickly parked certainly don’t), I can only
outside the aforementioned assume that the lady in
store and went inside to get question had taken it off
the bits and pieces that I in the street to place on the
required and then quickly pipes. Oh, how the mind
left town to finish off the job boggles!
at hand.
Anyway, the brassiere in
Upon reaching the job, question was quite lovely
I got out of the truck and and gave the otherwise dull
walked around the back. and grimy work truck a
To my amazement, I was very welcome ‘UPLIFT’
confronted by a beautiful figuratively speaking of
sight in the form of a red course.
brassiere that had been tied
I have done some
to the end of the pipes being preliminary investigative
carried on the pipe-rack.
work as to the identity of the
The obvious answer as owner concerned but have
to who had done this was not come up with anything
A-bout face!
COUNCIL FINALLY ESTABLISHED the
new Recreational Advisory Committee at
the April meeting of council.
It has taken several attempts to achieve
this and I am sure that Councillor Lloyd
will be pleased that her attempts to do so
on behalf of the community have finally
succeeded. The motion that made it on to
the agenda for the April meeting was not
significantly different to the one rejected
by the previous CEO the month before.
What a difference a new CEO makes!
The usual four councillors opposed
the establishment of the new recreation
committee. In doing so they came up with
arguments the reverse of those given by
them six months earlier when discussing the
recommendations of the previous recreation
advisory committee.
The actions of these four councillors
at this, and other council meetings, have
convinced me that they must have been
gymnasts in an earlier life. Their ability to
do the most spectacular back flips when it
suits them is quite amazing.
There were a number of spurious arguments
raised by these councillors opposing the
establishment of the committee including
one that it should be delayed until some
grand plan that they are working on can be
considered at a council forum.
It was even suggested that the recreation
committee might not be required at all.
Council forums are still closed to the
public and so it seems that once again
these councillors want as little community
involvement as possible in the formulation
of plans for the future development of
Toodyay.
All of the councillors have become
members of the recreation advisory
committee and the meetings of the
committee are open to the public. Sporting
groups and any interested community group
or individuals may make submissions to the
committee.
It is to be hoped that interested and
affected groups will take this opportunity
to ensure that all councillors are aware of
their opinion.

at present or to whom the
brassiere might belong. I
have placed body and soul at
great risk, asking numerous
women as to the size of the
brassiere that they wear. I
must say that all were very
helpful with giving up this
rather personal information;
h o w e v e r, f o r o b v i o u s
reasons, I felt it necessary
to ask some husbands before
doing so.
I guess the search must go
on. Oh, did I mention that
the brassiere in question
is size 20DD? So, as any
red-blooded bloke would, I
eagerly await meeting the
lady that owns the garment.
Like the fairy tale Prince
Charming, I shall have
to go on searching, with
bra in hand, until I find
my Cinderella, only in the
case of the underachieving
prince, it was just a bloody
shoe.
How lucky am I?
Name and address supplied

Another argument against the
establishment of the Recreation Committee
was that it was a waste of time because a
new council in the future may revoke the
decision made on the recommendation of
this committee.
These councillors just don’t get it!
The reason the decision of the previous
council to locate all recreation facilities
at the showgrounds site was revoked
is because the community opposed the
decision.
The revocation of the previous decision of
council and the establishment of this new
recreation advisory committee is in response
to the requests of the residents to do so.
The previous committee did not operate
in a transparent way; it did not truly
involve the community; it rejected the
overwhelming objections of the community
to the showgrounds site and it produced a
report that sought to justify the decision
made rather than sustain it. The previous
council then refused to make the report
available for public comment. When
questioned as to why by some rather irate
residents at a public information meeting the
response of the Shire President at the time as
I recall it was “because we don’t have to.”
In contrast this current Recreation
Advisory Committee is open to the public
so that the veracity of statements made to the
committee can be questioned if necessary.
It is unlikely that any decision by council on
a major project with long-term implications
such as the provision of recreation facilities
will please everyone.
Providing, however, the decision is made in
a transparent way and the report to council
is relevant to the Toodyay environment and
the needs of the majority of the community
then it will be accepted.
I urge the community to support the
Recreation Advisory Committee and assist
them to make a decision in the best interests
of the residents of the Shire. Let’s get the
project to develop much needed, and long
promised, recreation facilities under way
and make it clear to councillors that we want
an end to delaying tactics.
Phil Coffey

TOODYAY SANDS
House, Shed & Tank pads Site levelling & Cleaning
Driveways

Firebreaks
Horse Arenas

Septic systems

Rock walls

Bitumen works

Post Holes

Suppliers of Sand, Gravel, Moss & Gravel Rock
Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator & Truck hire

Free Quotes Servicing
Metro & Country Areas

Phone Peter & Ev Wacura
Simon Wacura
(08) 9574 2444
(08) 9574 5255
042 9983 245
Email: toodyaysands@hotmail.com
041 2014 712

WE WOULD LIKE to remind the survivors
of the Toodyay Bush Fires and in particular
all the Volunteers of the “Guy Fawkes Night”
to be held as a thank you from the Survivors
to the Volunteers to be held on Saturday 15th
May from 5.30pm til 9pm at the property
of Sue and Robert Millar, 6110 Toodyay
Road. Cardile International Fireworks has
donated fireworks for a small display and
we arranged for the Bendigo Trailer to be
here for a sausage sizzle, so all you need to
bring is you, a chair to sit on (as the earth
is still a little black) and a torch to stagger
back to your vehicles afterwards. Access is
best off the Northam-Toodyay Road opposite
Extracts Industrial Park and follow the signs.
Once again our sincere thanks to all the
Volunteers who assisted over the days and
nights.
Sue and Robert Millar
LAST YEAR I witnessed the clearing of the
roadside verges on the Bindi-Bindi Road
where the vegetation and trees appeared to be
arbitrarily slashed by a large machine leaving
severely damaged trees, some of which have
since died. Later, a different machine was
used with more care on the Coondle West
Road and the damage was limited. Since
that time, together with fellow members of
the Avon Valley Environmental Society, I
have researched the legislation and Permit
conditions which apply to such operations and
I have come to the conclusion that the Toodyay
Shire ignores many of them.
I have had the opportunity in company of
several other Society members to meet with
the CEO of Northam and we fully understand
the classes of road involved, the need to clear
lines of sight and to clear the table drains to
avoid surface damage to the roads. Our main
concern is the casual way in which this work
is conducted.
Toodyay Shire currently has several Clearing
Permits, the principal one of which is for 57
hectares but, together with the smaller ones
these probably amount in total to 70 hectares
or more; a lot of land if considered as a single
field but the clearing effect on flora and fauna
is much the same. The permits were issued
despite the comments of the assessor that the
clearing of the areas was at variance with the
Principles set down for such approvals.
The conditions applying to these Permits
are detailed, covering several pages and,
in my opinion, are clear. They include the
requirement for a fauna specialist to examine
the trees and remove fauna living in the trees
to an alternative area and the requirement for a
flora specialist to examine the area and identify
buffer zones to be left around rare or protected
species. In particular, the Shire has to consult
with The Toodyay Naturalist Society PRIOR
to clearing and send reports to them at defined
intervals, the contents of these reports being
listed in the Permits.
My understanding is that The Toodyay
Naturalist Society has not been consulted. I
have watched the clearing being carried out
and I feel that many of the other conditions are
being ignored. The use of a machine to make
clean cuts in the larger branches appears to be
acceptable but to use it to arbitrarily slash and
clear smaller vegetation leads to unacceptable
damage to what remains. A compromise
would be the use of the machine together with
chainsaws by properly trained workers who
respect the environment and who clean up
the debris as required by the Permits. If the
required notice of clearing is given to The
Toodyay Naturalist Society, I am sure that
either they, The Avon Valley Environmental
Society or similar groups could find volunteers
who would ensure that the conditions are being
met and that such work is performed in an
environmentally friendly way.
Richard Wilkinson

TOODYAY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SERVICES
WEEKDAYS
PHONE 9574 4445

DEAN BUTLER

ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY
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Newspaper Returns to Visitors’ Centre

letters
WE WOULD JUST like to let everyone
know that Bonnie is doing really well and
has returned to school this term.
We would like to thank our awesome
family who constantly gave us lots of love
and support with their many visits, gifts,
phone calls, meals and ACDC ticket.
Thanks also to our wonderful friends
and neighbours for their love and offers of
assistance and many, many text messages
and phone calls.
To all Bonnie’s friends and their families,
thank you for all the cards, gifts, calls and
texts – you made her smile.
Thank you to the Amiya Drumming Group
for the lovely gift and card; Bonnie will be
back drumming soon.
We would also like to thank all of the
staff and students at TDHS who rang, sent
texts, cards, flowers and collected books
and schoolwork for Bon; your support was
hugely appreciated.
Finally, to all the people who don’t really
know Bonnie but still rang up to ask how
she was and offer their support and kind
words: thank you.
Fi, Mark, Danil, Shane, Samantha-Rose
and Bonnie Glossop
Whingers or agents of change?
WITH THE RECENT changes in the
Council, the CEO and the Shire President,
we of the Toodyay Ratepayers and Residents
Association (TRAA) feel it is time for us to
move in a different direction.
We have realised some very clear success
stories, including the halting of the Norvilus
development; we helped reverse the
Option 7 fiasco by lobbying in the street,
for residents to make submissions for
their preferred option; and we have been
pro-active in getting elected a strong, fair
minded Council who, in turn, have rid
us of the former CEO who crippled this
town, business and tourist-wise, and we
all heaved a collective sigh of relief on his
departure. We now have a good, committed
Council and a competent, responsive
Acting CEO. Welcome Mr Simon Fraser,
and congratulations to the Council who
appointed him with a unanimous decision.
I feel that we still have a need for
an organisation to be a voice for the
community as a whole. The TRRA, with
the community’s support, can serve well in
this role.
There are still unresolved issues that must
be brought to a conclusion. The issue of
the monumental disaster of the new Town
Depot and all of its related problems; we
have the appalling state of disrepair of the
footbridge which our school children use
daily and the diversion of public money,
allocated by Royalties for Regions for its
repair, to another project; and of course,
we still have our swimming pool and other
recreation facilities to get in order. All of
this can now be achieved but the Council
need input from the community, and they
are now receptive to it. A new, revitalised
TRRA is well placed to do this.
Perhaps the way to go would be for us all

in the TRRA to pause and think about what
direction we wish our town to take. We can
then come back with a new, positive agenda
and, hopefully, new, different contributors.
Come on some of the parents of our kids,
members of sporting groups and other
interest groups; help us to be “the voice of
the community”. We can then get a core
of committed people to form a Committee
with meetings perhaps once a month, then
Association general meetings perhaps
quarterly, not too much of a strain.
I hope you will all consider this and not let
someone else do the work! We can revitalise
our town with a return of our festivals
(Family Fun, Music/Jazz festival, etc.) and
perhaps our markets for local produce and
craft work, etc. Peter at Avalon Homestead
has set us an example of what we can do,
let’s now work together to do it!
I will close now with congratulations to
all who served with the TRRA on mission
accomplished and a job well done!
Mona Coffey
IT HAS RECENTLY come to my attention
that the dog involved last January in a
serious, unprovoked attack on a dog at the
Showground has been seen running loose
with another dog on Telegraph Hill.
I am concerned for the people walking in
Telegraph Hill with their dogs and children
and more personally for myself and my guide
dog, Zeus.
I would ask the owners of this dog to ensure
that they keep it under proper control in the
future.
Pim Nouwland
IN RESPONSE TO Mr d’Alton’s comments
(‘Balance of Power’, The Herald, April
2010):
Budgets
Anyone can produce a budget with a bottom
line showing a profit. It is what the budget
consists of, that is important.
That the final balance sheet conflicts so
much from the budget, with serious cost
overruns on several projects, that is the
concern. It shows that the budget had NO
substance.
At best it shows a lack of ability or
preparation by whoever produced the budget.
It also shows a lack of due diligence by
whoever approved the budget.
Rod Payne
PARENTS, IF YOUR children arrived
home recently with their pockets full of blue
polished stones, ask them if they took them
from graves at the cemetery.
D. Watson

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

MOTHERS DAY SALE

UP TO 50% OFF!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Selected Professional Makeup (until sold out)
Body Shimmers
Body Lotions
Body Soufﬂe
Body Milk...
and a selection of Nail Products

CLAWS, PAWS & MORE
(Inside Toodyay Hair Salon)
120A Stirling Tce, Toodyay

Tel: 9574 2505

Tammy Wayne-Elliot with Simon Fraser reading The Herald outside the Toodyay
Visitors’ Centre
THE Toodyay Herald will once again
make a monthly appearance at the Toodyay
Visitor Centre, following a decision from
the Shire’s Acting Chief Executive Officer
Simon Fraser.
Mr Fraser has also reinstated advertising
with the Toodyay Herald and said he was
looking forward to strengthening the Shire’s
relationship with the newspaper staff and
volunteers.
“With a new Communications and
Marketing Officer on board, the Shire of

Toodyay is looking forward to reigniting
a positive relationship with the Toodyay
Herald. Toodyay locals and visitors can
now enjoy easy access to copies of the paper
direct from our Visitor Centre,” Mr Fraser
said.
T h e S h i r e ’s C o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d
Marketing Officer, Tammy Wayne-Elliot
has relocated to the town from Perth.
Tammy is qualified in public relations and
has previously been employed with the City
of Mandurah.

IGA Trolley Push

Toodyay and Northam Lions’ members, Alan Rose, Bruce Prior, Grant Weber and Phil
Murphy with trolleys, ‘Stealth’ and ‘The Rocket’.
THERE is still time to get your trolley
entries in before the event on the 16th May.
Remember it is not a race; it is the taking part
and it should be quite a spectacle.
Trolleys leave Duidgee Park at two minute
intervals from 8am. Teams so far come
from the Police, Ambulance, Fire Brigade,
Teachers and Northam Shire with more
joining.
Trolleys can be purchased from Toodyay

Lions for $200 and each team has four
people, three on bicycles and one pushing –
25km to Northam!
Northam Lions are planning a sausage
sizzle at the conclusion. Teams should take
a maximum of four hours to complete the
course. For engineering help on the trolley
build, see Alan Rose at Toodyay Classic
Cars.

Commercial and Domestic Water
Cartage in the Shire of Toodyay
and Surrounding Areas.
Servicing New and Existing Clients, with
Enthusiastic and Friendly Service.
Water for Tanks, Swimming Pools, Stock,
water binding and road spraying etc
For an obligation free quote
Contact Peter or Ann on:
Mobile: 0428 928 086
Home : 9574 5331
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Politics Play
On Bush Fire
Inquiry

A MAJOR Incident Review into the 29th
December 2009 Toodyay bush fire has
been set up to evaluate the operational
performance of the Fire and Emergency
Services Authority (FESA).
Submissions to the review, a standard
procedure after a major incident, closed
recently.
Shadow Emergency Services Minister
Margaret Quirk said she was concerned
the review of the Fire and Emergency
Service Authority’s handling of Toodyay
bush fire was restricted to only handpicked
submissions.
“By failing to publicly call for submissions
and failing to ask key stake-holders like the
Fire and Rescue Volunteers Association and
other key personnel to make a submission to
this review will not provide the full picture.”
Ms Quirk said the private company
Noetic Solutions Pty Ltd sent confidential
invitations to selected recipients to make
submissions to the review by 14th April 2010.
“There will be people who have a great
deal to add to a review who have not been
invited to do so,” she said. “By failing to
publicly call for submissions and failing
to ask key stake-holders like the Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Association and other key
personnel to make a submission, this review
will not provide the full picture.”
Darren O’Malley, a spokesman for FESA,
would not say whether invitations for
submissions were handpicked and would not
enter the debate until the review is complete.
“It is our firm belief the review should be
allowed to proceed without bias and without
being played out in the media,” he said.
Emergency Services Minister, Rob
Johnson, said Opposition claims about about
the external review were misleading.
“Ms Quirk has publicly condemned FESA
by alleging they did not seek a submission
to the review from the Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Association,” he said. “That is
simply wrong. The company engaged to
carry out the review for FESA wrote to
the association inviting them to make a
submission. FESA followed up with an
email to the secretary of the association on
March 30.”
The review has since been extended to
include public comment and the closing date
was put forward to 30th April.
Claims that there was a breakdown in
communications which hampered the efforts
to control the fire have already emerged
from the submissions. However, the Shire of
Toodyay Council has reaffirmed its support
for the incident control officers on duty on
that day (See story Council Supports Fire
Controllers on this page.)

Council Supports
Fire Controllers

SHIRE of Toodyay Council reaffirmed its
support for the incident control officers on
duty during that fateful day in December at
its April Ordinary meeting and paid tribute
to the exemplary efforts of the numerous
volunteers who became involved on the day
and following the fire.
Perth’s emergency control centre ‘Comcen’
has recently criticised the actions of Incident
Control Officers at the scene of the horrific
fire which struck without warning on 29th
December last year.
Shire President Chris Firns said the
incident controllers in charge on the day did a
remarkable job in the face of great adversity.
“The fire ignited on a day of extreme
conditions: temperatures of over 40 degrees,
fanned by strong, gusty winds and with very
dry fuel loads. As far as Council is concerned,
our Incident Controllers responded quickly
and professionally to the immediate impact
of the fire.
“Though the Toodyay community remains
devastated by the fire and its impact, without
the diligence and leadership displayed by our
Incident Control Officers on the day, lives
could have been lost in addition to the 38
properties wiped out by the fires. I would
say their actions were heroic!” Cr Firns said.
The Shire of Toodyay in partnership
with FESA acknowledged and thanked the
many volunteer fire brigades from local
stations, and the many others, from near
and far, who came to our aid, as well as all
the other emergency services at a Freedom
of Entry Parade last Saturday. Certificates
of appreciation from the Local Recovery
Committee were presented to some of
the many staff and volunteers involved,
including Incident Control Officers Shire
Ranger Alan Knapp and FESA’s Mark
Bowen.
“It is obviously difficult for anyone to
comprehend the level of stress faced by an
Incident Control Officer and a community
when fighting a fire that threatens the lives
and property of our friends and neighbours.
As a Council, we are absolutely confident in
the decisions made on the day by the men and
women charged with that responsibility,” Cr
Firns said.

Committee to
Distribute Bushfire
Funds
MORE than $697,000 was raised by almost
1770 donors from right across Australia to
support the Toodyay community following
the devastating December bushfires.
Toodyay Community Bank Branch, Chair,
Richard Dymond, said the response was

PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC
COMMENT
PROPOSED EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES – GRAVEL
LOT 4 CLACKLINE ROAD, TOODYAY

The Shire of Toodyay has received an application from Land
Assessment on behalf of BD & MJ Wood requesting an extractive
industry licence renewal for two gravel pits at Lot 4 Clackline Road,
Toodyay.
Your views on the proposed Extractive Industry are encouraged
and welcomed. The proposal is available to view online at
www.toodyay.wa.gov.au, or can be inspected at the Shire
of Toodyay Administration Centre, Old Court House,
15 Fiennes Street, Toodyay, during ofﬁce hours.
Submissions on the proposed development may be
addressed
in
writing
and
lodged
with
the
Chief
Executive
Ofﬁcer,
Shire
of
Toodyay,
PO
Box
96
Toodyay
6566,
by
4.00pm
on
Tuesday, 25 May 2010.
Further information on the above proposal is available by contacting
the Shire’s Development Services on 9574 2258 after 1.00pm
week days.
Simon Fraser
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

overwhelming. “On behalf of the Toodyay
community I would like to thank everyone
who dug deep to help us in our time of
need,” Mr Dymond said. “We are committed
to ensuring the money raised goes towards
regenerating our community and assisting
locals now and into the future.
“We have seen other bushfire affected
communities often deal with the immediate
impact of the fire, but don’t consider the
longer term consequences.”
A local advisory committee, made up of
representatives from the Salvation Army,
the Toodyay Community Bank board,
the Bushfire Recovery Committee and
individuals affected by the fire, has been
established to consider funding applications.
Warren Palmer, spokesperson for The
Salvation Army, said a matrix had also been
developed to help determine how much
money should be given to those affected by
the bushfire. “This system has proven an
effective and efficient way of distributing
money and assistance to where it is most
needed in the past. The matrix considers
the impact of the fire on a points basis
and considers a range of factors including
the amount and type of loss incurred by
applicants.”
Mr Dymond said the committee will use
its expertise and local knowledge when
awarding grants and determining funding
priorities. “The committee is reviewing
models established to deal with other
natural disasters, to ensure their process is
thorough, relevant and effective,” he said.
“We have written to locals affected by the
fires to engage them in this process and it is
important to note if they disagree with the
committee’s decision it can be appealed.”
For more information about the advisory
committee visit Richard Dymond at the
Toodyay Community Bank Branch or call
(08) 9574 4077.

Successful Fund
Raiser for Bush Fire
June Eastwood
Friday 20th March was the fund raiser for the
Toodyay Fire survivors held at the Toodyay
Club. The day began with a delicious
morning tea served by the bowling ladies
to the visiting State bowlers and those who
had paid for the privilege of playing in the
teams of four, each captained by a State
player. Two games were played with much
encouragement from the State players to their
team mates and some very clever bowling
took place as the two opposing State Skips
vied to produce a win for their team. This part
of the day raised $2,100, a worthy amount.
Lunch was either a very tasty hamburger
or sausage bun, courtesy of the German
Sausage Company and thanks to Corrie,
Glenys, Maureen and Sadie who supervised

the lunch. $400 went into the coffers from
this meal.
There were 21 small prizes up for raffle and
everyone really entered into the spirit of the
day. Tickets may have been only one dollar
but by the end of the day this raffle netted an
amazing $960.
Immediately after lunch auctioneer Tony
Maddox climbed onto his milk crate – or
perhaps it was a bread crate – to thoroughly
entertain the crowd over the next 45 minutes.
If real estate becomes too boring I am sure
Tony could woo the crowds as a stand-up
comedian. Some punters found themselves
bidding, whether or not they intended to, and
he managed to bamboozle some to the extent
they bid twice against themselves. Even
the big ticket items were well fought over
and over $11,000 was raised for the cause
while everyone present enjoyed a hilarious
interlude.
Four boxes were elegantly wrapped
in maroon, rose patterned paper. Three
contained such items as secateurs, a paint
roller and a container of Penetrine, while the
fourth had the illusive prize of two nights for
two people at the beautiful Sorrento Beach
Resort. The three first named boxes brought
$45 each and as it was now no secret what
the fourth box contained, bidding was fierce
till Stan Eastwood won the day. To all those
cheeky gentlemen, sorry, we have not been
to the seaside yet!
With lunch over, play recommenced till
the afternoon concluded with prizes to the
winning team. Our State bowlers have
obviously never had the fun of an auction
such as that run by Tony and as they boarded
their bus for the trip back to Perth were
overheard happily ‘parroting’ some of Tony’s
funnier offerings.
Austral Bricks had donated $10,000 and
it was a pity their representative could not
attend till early evening, but he and his wife
enjoyed a short while at the club before
handing over the precious cheque to Stan.
There had been many ‘knockers’ within
the bowling fraternity as to the wisdom of
this day which was disheartening to Stan,
Ken and Peter who worked so hard to gain
the donated goods. Roger Barnes arranged
for the State bowlers to attend (and some
would have lost pay to come to Toodyay )
and Bowlsworld donated brand new bowls
and case.
Roger also arranged for other W.A. bowling
clubs to donate. To date around $38,000 has
been raised, with donations from other clubs
still coming in. Not bad for a ‘stupid idea’.
The annual Corporate bowls contest has
concluded after 18 nights of good-hearted
play. There is an enormous amount of work
in the weeks prior to this event. Stan has
to badger and cajole, distribute and collect
nomination forms after which comes the
headache of trying to accommodate the
wishes of teams as to their favoured night
of play, printed results poster and nightly
Continued Page 7

DRAFT LOCAL PLANNING POLICY FOR
PUBLIC COMMENT
DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE AND SIGNAGE WITHIN
THOROUGHFARES

The Shire of Toodyay has the capacity to make policies to guide land
use and development. To ensure that the views and opinions of the
community are considered, draft policies are advertised for public
comment as part of the preparation process.
The Shire of Toodyay has recently prepared a draft policy LPP.24
Directional Signage and Signage within Thoroughfares.
The draft policy is proposed to provide direction on the area, height and
location of directional signage and signage within thoroughfares.
A copy of the draft policy can be viewed on the Council’s website
www.toodyay.wa.gov.au, or by visiting the Shire of Toodyay’s
Administration Centre, 15 Fiennes Street, Toodyay.
Your views on the draft policy are encouraged and welcomed. All
submissions must be presented in writing to the Shire of Toodyay
Administration Centre, PO Box 96 Toodyay 6566, by 4.00pm on
Tuesday 25 May 2010.
Further information on the above policy is available by contacting the
Shire’s Development Services Unit on 9574 2258.
Simon Fraser
ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Successful Fund Raiser for Bush Fire
continued from Page 6
cards. The small band of bowling ladies
(we number 13) travel throughout the
season up to 60 k for some ladies, to prepare
sandwiches for the Pennant teams. Add to
this 18 nights when sandwiches have to be
prepared for the Corporate players and the
ladies more than play their part. Each of
those 18 nights of play the same few men
attend to run the nights and cook a sausage
sizzle so contestants can come straight from
work. Raffles held over that period raised
$1,400, the Sausage Sizzle brought in $500
above costs and the nomination and green
fees brought in another $3,500. This means a
total of $5,400 without the bar takings which
with the continued run of hot nights would
have amounted to a more than tidy sum. Yet
bowlers rostered to help the hard working
band could not be even bothered to turn up
or call to cancel. If you are reading this and
this was you, please do better next year. It is
our biggest fund raiser and we cannot afford
to wear out the willing horse!
On a lighter note, congratulations to the
winning teams for the three nights and to the
overall winners, your names will be inscribed
onto the rejuvenated silver cup!
Ladies Notes:
Toodyay was represented at Country Week
by Heather, Kay R, Judith and Marilyn. The
4’s had 2 draws but both Pairs teams won
2 games to progress further up the scale.
They enjoyed their games but because of the
heat and playing conditions were not overly
disappointed on not progressing further into
the finals.
The Championship Fours have concluded
with the team of Heather, Roma, Gale and
Enid proving victorious.
Our Singles Champion for 2010 is Kaye
Rewell and congratulations Kaye on your
first Singles badge. Runner up was Eileen
Howe.
April will see the running of Handicap
Singles for the Ladies President’s trophy. The
Captain’s trophy will be the last event before
our annual Gala Day on 1st May. There is
a full complement of teams for this event so
no further nominations can be accepted.
A big welcome to Carolyn Rose who will
be joining our group and already displaying a
smooth delivery style. At last our Corporate
event has brought the club two new bowlers
in Alan and Carolyn Rose.
A luncheon was held at June’s home

to farewell Eileen How. The day was
thoroughly enjoyed by all but we are very
sad to lose such a great sportswoman who
was without fail, always warm, a friend
and mentor to all with a beautiful sense of
humour and ready smile. We will miss you
so much Eileen but all the best to you and
Brian in your new Harvey home.
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vouchers donated by Knick Knack’s op-shop, has also set up a Facebook page called Keeping
and vouchers from Dire Straits record store, Youth in Goomalling to gather thoughts,
Cadd’s clothing, Go Café and Renascence suggestions and ideas for making Goomalling
Beauty. The winners all went home chuffed an even better place for people in their teens
with their acquisitions, particularly Northam’s and twenties to live. Have your say and join in
Jacob Wilding (Odd Socks keyboard player), the the online conversations.
winner of Daisy Rock’s acoustic/electric guitar.
A fun night was had by all. Thanks to Demi
A display was set up by Jess Ford, called Forward, Jess Ford, Elliott McGrath, electrician
“Keeping Youth in Goomalling”. It outlined Graeme Harris and the Goomalling Shire
potential ideas for a Youth Centre in Goomalling, (particularly Andrea, Clint, Kerry and the
and attendees were encouraged to have a say in Council) and National Youth Week for helping
what the Youth Centre would feature. The to make GO Live It Up! possible. Also thanks to
Youth Centre was thought up by Jess Ford as Sacred Heart and Goomalling Primary School
a way of keeping young people entertained in for the stage, backdrop and partitions. Let’s do
Goomalling. Goomalling can’t have a concert it again sometime.
every night! Jess, together with Felicity Reilly,

Goomalling Rocks!
Safian Paul
ON Saturday 17th April, the GO Live It Up!
concert was held for National Youth Week.
At 6pm people gathered at the Goomalling
Sports Pavilion. There were many guests from
Goomalling and from all over the Wheatbelt,
both young and old.
At 6.30pm the first band, Odd Socks, came
on stage to play their own brand of instrumental
rock. With members aged between 10 and 16,
their charm as a young, local band was apparent.
Finishing with the manic drum solos of Wipeout,
the crowd was pumped for Elliott McGrath’s DJ
set, complete with his own dance mixes, and the
main act, The Pixie Chicks.
The Pixie Chicks played a one hour set with
gusto, greeted by the crowd with screams of
enjoyment and dancing. Goomalling’s own
Alix Smith drummed in the all-female band.
With original songs, as well as covers from such
diverse acts as Miley Cyrus and AC/DC, the allgirl band were met with a warm reception. Their
professional performance and highly skilled
playing impressed many attendees, including
the members of Odd Socks. After they had
finished, a group of primary school students
came backstage for autographs.
Afterwards, Elliott’s DJ set continued and the
winners of the raffle prizes were announced. The
prizes and giveaways on the night included a
$500 guitar, $100 voucher from Number
90 Gallery and Music store, pre-paid phone

York & Districts Community Matters Editor, Mark Lloyd with Samantha Connor and
Grant Scobie from The Toodyay Herald

Local Papers Team Up to Promote Avon
Business
Grant Scobie
Assistant Editor
COMMUNITY based newspapers, York
& Districts Community Matters and The
Toodyay Herald have just struck a deal
that will see their monthly editions readily
available in both their home towns of York
and Toodyay – at the same time.
“York has been part of our distribution
area for some years but has always arrived
too late for news to be up-to-date,” said
Samantha Connor, Editor of The Toodyay
Herald. “Now, with this new deal, we will
be available in York the same day as we’re
distributed to the Toodyay community
and that’s great for our advertisers and
community groups.

“It’s also great that we’ll be able to give
Toodyay residents and visitors a look at
what York has to offer,” she said. “After all,
we’re both part of the Avon Valley and not
that far away from each other on the tourist
route and both towns have so much to offer
each other.”
Mark Lloyd, Editor of York & Districts
Community Matters said, “The co-operation
between York and Toodyay papers can only
benefit the locals of the Avon Valley as a
whole.
“Whilst the Avon Valley is seen as a tourist
destination for many Perth based visitors, the
region will prosper from visitors within the
areas of Toodyay, Northam, York, Beverley
and all of the towns in the Wheatbelt Central
to which our papers are distributed.”

PRINCES GARDEN CENTRE
LIQUIDATION SALE!
60% off all ceramic and terracotta pots
20% off all plastic pots
20% off giftware and garden ornaments
20% off all plants
50% off specialised fertilisers

DON’T MISS OUT!

BIGGEST AND BEST CHOICE IN THE AVON VALLEY
York Rd, Northam 6kms out of Northam on the York Rd
Phone: 9622 2971
From Tuesday 4 May we will be closed every Tuesday and Wednesday.
Still open 9.00am - 5pm Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday.
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fire chat
a look at events from our local volunteer bush fire brigades
There were a few changes in other
committee positions and it was good to
see some new members on the committee:
John Henderson, Sally Hudson and Colin
Blanchett. Others continuing, but sometimes
with changed roles are Ross Horsburgh
(Equipment – vehicles), Allan Henshaw
(Equipment – PPE) and Kerry Gregory
(Social).
My estimate of timing for the meetings was
not very good, but this was mainly caused by
having to count votes. Personally, I think this
was good as it meant we had enough people
interested in positions that we had to vote. It
wasn’t the old case of talking someone into
taking the job.
This is a continuing reminder that people
are always welcome at the Coondle-Nunile
Fire Shed, so come and join us any Friday
night for a bite to eat and a relaxed gettogether at the Fire Shed on Coondle West
Road. No matter where you live, a visit to
your local Brigade is a great opportunity
to meet other people from around your area
and obtain advice about maintaining your
property to restrict the chances of fire.
If you can’t get to the shed on Friday night,
but would like to know more about Coondle
Brigade or would like information about any
aspects of fire prevention and safety, phone
Peter Ruthven (Captain) on 9574 2951.

coondle
Peter Ruthven
WE are now past 30th April so, in a normal
year we should be into the unrestricted
burning period. However, we still haven’t
had much rain; everything is still very dry
and the late news is that the restricted
burning period has been extended until
Friday 14th May. Even after that date,
before you put a match to that heap of
rubbish, check with the Shire Rangers. The
season might be extended again if we don’t
get some rain soon.
The Rangers will be able to tell you if the
season has been extended again and, if so,
whether you can get a permit. At this stage
permits are limited to broadacre farmers to
prepare for cropping.
Even if the season isn’t extended past 14th
May, with the current dry conditions it can
still be easy for a fire to get away from you.
If a fire does get away from you, you might
not suffer major property loss, but you could
suffer serious embarrassment to have your
neighbours watch all the fire vehicles roll up
your driveway.
I would like to WELCOME Simon Fraser,
the new Acting CEO, to the Shire of Toodyay.
For a few years we have been trying to have
something done about the entrance of the
Fire Shed where the driveway comes onto
Coondle West Road. Now, it’s being done.
Thank you.
In April, we held our normal monthly
meeting, followed by our AGM. The Office
Bearers for the next year are unchanged:
Captain		
Peter Ruthven
Lieutenants		
Allan Gregory
				
Brian Salmond
				
John Baker
				
Tania Harrison
Secretary		
Megan Ebdon
Treasurer and Logistics Beth Ruthven

central
Desraé Clarke
CENTRAL’S Annual General Meeting is
to be held Tuesday 25th May commencing
7.30pm so members please make a note of
the date for a good turnout.
Mick Giles, our Training Officer, is
planning to have both Wednesday and Sunday
training (fortnightly) to accommodate those
members that may find working time not
allowing them to attend one session or
another. Mick’s contact numbers are 9574

Get a load ‘a this!

stoneload
ContraCting

4336 or mobile 0417 954 298. He asks
participating members to dress appropriately
for training sessions and to meet at the Fire
and Emergency Services Centre at 6pm on
the Wednesday or 4pm on the Sunday. Please
contact Mick for all enquiries.
Machine Supervision
FESA Northam is conducting a course of
Machine Supervision on Saturday 12th June
commencing at 8am at the FESA Regional
Office, Northam.
The course is for experienced personal
who have completed pre-requisite courses.
Nomination forms are available from
Secretary, Wayne Clarke, and enquiries can
be made by contacting Wayne on 6364 3609.
To join Central Brigade enquiries may be
made to Captain, Kevin Hug 9574 2612,
Training Officer, Mick Giles 9574 4336 or
0417 954 298 and Secretary, Wayne Clarke
6364 3609.

julimar
Grant Scobie
WITH Toodyay still in the grip of a serious lack
of rain, the Shire has extended the restricted
burning season until 14th May. Although it is,
generally, cooler now and the sun doesn’t seem
to have quite the sting it did during the hotter
months, it’s still very dry out there so this is a
necessary evil.
Just to reiterate the rules that, I’m sure, will
probably appear in other Brigades’ articles: a
permit is required from a Fire Control Officer
(FCO) to light a fire outside BUT, as the only
people who will be issued permits will be
farmers for stubble burns, it’s no use asking
your local FCO for one.
Although our last rostered crew for the season
has finished its ‘week of worry’, we will always
be able to find fire fighters should something
happen. As the aftermath of the December
fire seems to have made everyone much more
attentive, we hope that there will be no more
calls for some time.
On 17th April, the Brigade joined all the
other Toodyay Brigades, the Toodyay Fire
and Rescue Service, St John Ambulance and
local police along with a myriad of Brigades
from near and far who attended the December
fire for the annual Freedom of Entry Parade.
Although we do not become fire fighters for the
‘accolades’, it is nice to feel appreciated and
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Some Julimar members at Freedom
of Entry
we thank the Shire and FESA for putting on
the day and the people, waving and cheering,
who lined the route.
Both vehicles were out helping one of our
local farmers prepare a paddock for planting
a crop during April. These occasions allow
us a controlled environment to help less
experienced and new fire fighters gain a little
knowledge and hands-on experience. Apart
from getting to point the hose at some red
stuff, some other factors which come into
play are radio use, lighting (useful for backburns), creating wet breaks (wetting an area
to help contain the fire) and even getting used
to the smoke, heat and manoeuvring in the fire
fighter’s gear. We hope to be able to do a little
more of this sort of training after the restrictions
are lifted.
On the subject of training, Heather (our
Captain) and Brent (1st Lieutenant) Wearmouth
have both been passed by FESA to train and
assess members in the Introduction to Fire
Fighting course. This means that we are
now able to present the basic FESA courses
internally and help get new fire fighters ready
to get onto the fire ground quicker. Well done
to both of you.
We were also pleased to be able to add a few
members to the ANZAC Day march. It is an
honour to be asked by the Toodyay Sub Branch
of the RSL to help them commemorate this
important day in Australian history.
The Brigade has made its annual appearance
at Moondyne again. As the event occurred after
the deadline for this edition, there will be a
report in the June issue of the Herald.

The next meeting will be on 3rd July,
beginning at 5pm and followed, as usual, by our
monthly, BYO barbecue. Monthly barbecues
will still take place on 8th May, a week late due
to the Moondyne Festival and 5th June.
If you wish to know more about your fire
brigade or more about fire and how it may
affect you in your community or even if
you just want to get to meet some of your
neighbours, get down to your local fire shed.
‘The Fireplace’, behind the Julimar Fire Shed
is open from about 5pm on Friday nights for
some casual interaction with Brigade members.
Even if you’re not a member, come along and
have a chat about your fire prevention plan,
find out about your brigade and get to know
the people who are just like you, residents of
Toodyay.

Freedom of Entry
Grant Scobie
EVERY year, the Toodyay Shire welcomes and
thanks all the emergency services within the
Shire at the Freedom of Entry parade. These
services include the St John Ambulance, Police,
Volunteer Fire and Rescue and Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigades.
However, on 17th April, the Shire combined
with FESA to thank all the emergency services
and volunteers who came to our assistance

during the fire on 29th December, 2009 and its
aftermath.
This year, due to the number of participants
in the parade, the starting point was at the
racecourse. The trail of vehicles was, in fact,
so long that, after the first vehicles had turned
onto Toodyay Road, there were still half
the participants still to leave the racecourse
carpark.
After making its way through town, lights
flashing and sirens blaring, the parade ended
at the Toodyay Showgrounds where the
celebrations were to be held.
Speeches from the Minister for Emergency
Services, Rob Johnson, the Leader of the
Opposition, Eric Ripper, FESA CEO, Jo
Harrison-Ward and Shire President, Chris Firns
all had the same, simple message: thank you
and well done. The FESA chaplain blessed
the units and Cr Charlie Wroth made some
presentations to worthy recipients.
As the formal part of the day drew to a close,

all were treated to a fly-over of one of the
helicopters that helped fire fighters on the day
and saved many houses and lives. The Carson
Helicopters S-61N Fire King landed on the
hockey field and interested parties were given
the opportunity to inspect, ask questions of the
crew and even sit in the cockpit.
The Salvation Army was there to cook the
Continued Page 9

Freedom of Entry continued from Page 8
sausages and drinks were available throughout
the afternoon. Face painting, balloons and a

(Salvation Army and personal contribution),
The Opportunity Shop, Westpac Bank, Red
Cross, Department of Child Protection, The
Salvation Army, Department for Correctional
Services, Recovery Desk, Yvette Grigg
(FESA), Toodyay Lions Club, Western Power
Line Crews, Allan Knapp (Deputy Chief Bush
Fire Control Officer – Toodyay) and Mark
Bowen (FESA District Manager – Avon).

RSL Toodyay Sub
Branch
bouncy castle were there to keep the younger
visitors amused.
Although not all fire brigades nor fire fighters
who were active at the December fire were able
to attend the Freedom of Entry, it is appropriate
that all are thanked for their valuable service to
the Shire:
Bush Fire Brigades:
Bakers Hill, Baldivis, Ballidu, Bejoording,
Bullsbrook, Burgess Siding, Cadoux /
Manmanning, Chidlow, Clackline, CoondleNunile, Dalwallinu, Darlington, Dowerin,
East Gidgegannup, East Swan, Glen
Forrest, Goomalling, Gosnells, Grass Valley,
Green Hills, Inkpen, Irishtown, Jandakot,
Jarrahdale, Julimar, Kalamunda, Keysbrook,
Kwinana South, Mandogalup, Meckering,
Minnivale, Morangup, Mt Caroline, Muchea,
Parkerville, Quairading, Roleystone,
Serpentine, Singleton, South Coogee,
Southern Brook, Stoneville, Toodyay
Central, Welshpool, West Gidgegannup,
West Swan, Wyalkatchem, York.
Fire and Rescue Service Brigades:
Armadale, Bassendean, Claremont, Daglish,
Fremantle 1st, Guildford, Kwinana, Midland,
Mundaring 2, Northam, Perth, Rockingham,
Stanbrook, Toodyay, Wundowie.
Volunteer Emergency Service:
York
Private Vehicles:
Various from Toodyay, Bakers Hill and
Northam.
Recipients of Certificates of Appreciation were:
Marlene Andrijich and kitchen helpers,
Rosemary Madasci and ‘Hall Mart’ helpers,
John Mitchinson and Melanie Pree (survivor
centre), Michael Hutt (Water Corp), Kathy
Robinson (daily newsletter), Paul McCommish
(OIC, Toodyay Police), Bill Maunder

John Adams
Secretary / Treasurer
APRIL was a very busy month for the sub
branch.
The first event for the month was a wood
raffle which was very well supported. We
would very much like to thank Mr Charlie
Ferguson of Toodyay Firewood and Scrap
Metal Recyclers at Extracts Weir for donating
two trailer-loads of wood.
Friday, 23rd April was the annual ANZAC
Day Street Appeal and, again, we were
overwhelmed by the support of the Toodyay
community.
ANZAC Day was also very well supported
and our members sincerely thank you all.
The day started with the Dawn Service
with a very large number in attendance and
was followed by the traditional Gunfire
Breakfast, provided by the Toodyay Lions
Club. We wish to thank the Lions for
again performing this duty which enhances
the ANZAC Day experience for the sub
branch and the community. Funding for the
breakfast is made available from the WA State
Government, administered through the RSL
State Branch and Celebrate WA. In addition to
the WA State Government, we wish to thank
and acknowledge kind donations from Ros
Davidson of Courtyard Antiques in Toodyay
and Ms Broadwood from Coondle.
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The ANZAC Day March (or stroll!) was service. Our President, Gary Holland, also had
very well attended by both marchers and great pleasure in presenting the Sub Branch
spectators. We were very pleased to be joined Cadet Encouragement Award to Jacob Goss.
on the march by Leading Seaman Roslyn
Finally, thank you to all sub branch members
Rowles who had returned to Toodyay for her who have given their time and help over the
wedding the Sunday before ANZAC Day. past month.
Best wishes to you, Roslyn, and your husband.
Thank you to all the community groups and
organisations involved in making this a most
successful day. In particular, we thank the
Toodyay District High School Cadets and the Phil Harmer
Toodyay Scout Group. We also wish to thank Secretary
the Shire of Toodyay for all their help and
assistance in organising the day and the repair WE have the pleasure of two new members,
and maintenance of the memorial. Thanks also Glenys Lindsay and Janice Manning;
to Flt Lt Aaran Ferrari for attending as the welcome to you both.
representative from the RAAF Base, Pearce.
Share Table: Sleeveless jumper knitted
The main service was very much improved sideways roving in commercial wool by Lee
by the participation of the Toodyay Wolsoncroft; skein in silk and merino by
Community Singers and we hope that this Carol Davidson; knitted coat hangers x 4,
becomes a regular occurrence. Thanks to all two by Margaret Grassick and two by Audrey
of you.
Eilson; skein in super fine merino by Carol
On Tuesday, 27th April, the sub branch Worrell; jug lid covers, crocheted (orange
attended the Toodyay District High School beads and blue beads) by Lyn Boshoff.
ANZAC Day Service. We were all very Thank you to Carol Bennington for making
impressed by the quality and sincerity of the the runners.
We meet every Wednesday from 9am to
approximately 12noon at Parkers Cottage in
the Showgrounds. We also meet the second
Saturday of the month at the same time and
place.
For more information, contact the
President, Carol Worrell on 0407 429 047
or the Secretary, Phil Harmer on 9574 2015.

Toodyay Spinners

Chaplaincy Notes
M. Heath
Secretary
BY the time this goes to print our Garden Party
will have been and gone. However, I’m sure all
who attended enjoyed the day. It has been so
dry and gardens are looking a little sad but that
doesn’t stop people having a good time. Our
very grateful thanks to the many helpers and
especially to Kerry and Allan Gregory for their
hospitality.
Lucky Number Winners were:
1st Prize
No. 15
S. Patten
2nd Prize
No. 11
S. Best
3rd Prize
No. 91
J. Bruce
The next Street Stall will be held on Saturday
15th May with the raffle on Friday and Saturday.
Any donations of Cakes, slices, biscuits, produce
etc. will be most gratefully received.

Why leave town for quality small repairs?
At Avon Valley Smash Repairs we have the capabilities
and the equipment to take on any size job!
All our work is completed to the highest standard.
That’s why we can guarantee it.

Proud members of Car Craft
We also offer a free quoting service which we can forward
directly to your insurance company no matter who you are insured with!
Large clean modern workshop—Training and employing local youth

and the MTA

17 Extract Place Toodyay PH: 9574 4300
Located just off the Toodyay/Northam Road
(Behind Landscape Outdoor & Hire)
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school news

Danish Focus on
Catering Class
TOODYAY District High School Catering
students were busy making Danish cookies
last Friday. They had the privilege of having
lessons from two Danish girls visiting
Australia during their gap year before
commencing university at home.
Astrid Skov and Ingeborg (Iggy) Clausen
gave our students a wonderful insight into
Danish cooking. They shared two of their
favourite recipes, Peppernuts (traditionally
served at Christmas time, but just great in
April) and Raspberry slice.
Students were delighted to have the
opportunity to discuss all manner of subjects
including Danish foods, school inn Denmark
and life as a backpacker in Australia.
For those readers interested in cooking we
include one of the recipes as written by the
girls:
Ingredients:
Peppernuts (140
pieces)
125 g butter
125 g dark brown
sugar
1 egg
1
teaspoon
bicarbonate soda
2 teaspoons of freshly
cut ginger
2½ teaspoons of
ground cardamom
1½ teaspoons of
cinnamon
½-1 teaspoon of
white pepper
275 g flour
How to do:
Soften the butter

Iggy with Brandon, Joe and India
(either in a pot or in the microwave).
Beat together the sugar and the butter with
an electric beater. Add the eggs and beat
it again.
Mix the spices and the bicarbonate soda
with the flour, and gradually add this to the
sugar mix. Mix the dough with a wooden
spoon or hands to make a firm dough.
Sprinkle some flour on the table and
knead the dough lightly, and roll the
dough into thin rolls as thin as your
finger, and cut them into small pieces
(around 1 cm long). They may look
small, but they’ll rise during baking.
Roll the small pieces into balls between
your hands and give them a gentle squeeze
(to flatten them a bit) before placing them
on a baking tray with baking paper. Bake
for 10-12 minutes at 200 degrees.
Enjoy!

Jacob Goss receives his award from RSL President Gary Holland

Toodyay Student Honoured
with Local RSL Award
JACOB Goss from Toodyay District High
School was this year awarded the annual
Toodyay RSL Emergency Services Cadet
Unit Encouragement Award.
The award is presented for such qualities
as leadership, consistent effort and achieving
personal best as well as regular and punctual
attendance and neat dress and bearing. Jacob
has worked hard to achieve his personal best
goals as a serving member of the Cadet Unit.
The award was presented by Mr Gary

Holland, President of our local Toodyay
RSL, at the school’s ANZAC Day Service
held at the school on Tuesday 27th April.
School Principal, Alan McLaren welcomed
RSL representatives as well as Shire
President Chris Firns, Councillors Charlie
Wroth, Bob Sommers and Bethan Lloyd, and
newly appointed Toodyay Shire CEO, Simon
Fraser. Staff, students and school cadets
appreciated the interest and involvement by
such distinguished community leaders.

Austin, Astrid and Amy making Peppernuts
Anne Kidd who proudly wears the Australian Defence Medal for her service in the
WRAAC 1958 – 1963 chatting to cadets Tiana Connor and Zoe Harrington

GETTING BACK TO BASICS
We welome everyone to join us for
communion and worship at 9.30am Sunday
mornings in the Toodyay Community Centre
If you are interested in getting to know
more about God then we have
groups that meet informally.
For further information call 9574 5002
We are a child friendly church
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school news
TDHS P&C News
THE P&C, just like all community groups,
would not be able to function effectively
without people putting up their hand and
saying, “I’ll do it”.
We would like to extend our gratitude to
those people who recently did just that and
answered our call for more volunteers in the
school canteen. Thank you as well to those
volunteers who were already working in the
canteen.
These volunteers are coordinated and
supported by a hard-working, Charissa
Robbins who not only ensures the canteen
runs smoothly, but is friendly and respectful
to the students, teachers and parents. Sarah
Gilbertson works behind the scenes as
canteen treasurer, having the unenviable job
of trying to keep prices low while at the same
time ensuring all costs are covered. We may
be slightly biased, but the P&C believes that
the canteen at TDHS is one of the best run
canteens in the state, and this is due to the
quality of the volunteers that we have!
Street Stall
On 12th June the P&C fundraising working
group will be holding a cake stall and wood
raffle outside the IGA. If you are able to
assist with selling tickets, or can donate
cake / biscuits / slice, please contact Larissa
Leyland via the school front office or on 9574
4286. Donations can be dropped off at the
school on Friday 11th June. Please remember
to list all ingredients on each product.
Senior First Aid Course
The P&C has been able to confirm dates for
the Senior First Aid course, which will be
held over three days during school hours.
When:
June 9th, 10th and 16th
Time:
9am – 2pm each day
Where: St John Ambulance Toodyay
Sub Centre, rear of 120 Stirling
Tce, Toodyay (next to Police
Station)
Cost:
$120.00 ($110.00 for Health
Care Card holders), includes
New Century First Aid book,
sling, notebook, registration
fees, certificate of competency,
tea and coffee.
Please wear comfortable clothing and bring
your own lunch and snacks.
Registrations need to be returned to Kerry
Skinner by 24th May. Please contact Kerry
on 9574 5126 if you need a registration form
or for more information.
The next P&C meeting will be on
Wednesday 19th May at 7pm in the School
Staffroom, everyone is welcome.

Applications open
for Young Social
Pioneers 2010
THE Foundation for Young Australians
(FYA) is now calling for applications for
Young Social Pioneers 2010, a unique yearlong training and development programme
for young social change-makers.
The programme is designed specifically for
young Australians working with purpose and
passion for a social cause. Fourteen social
pioneers will gain a place on YSP 2010

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

and can benefit from skills development,
mentoring, intensive group and individual
training and access to an international
network of social innovators.
Adam Smith, CEO of FYA said, “Young
Social Pioneers is an exceptional leadership
programme for young Australian changemakers. We’ve drawn on international bestpractice in what works for social change and
leadership initiatives, to provide participants
with an exciting blend of practical and
theoretical skills training and personal
development opportunities.”
• Applications close Friday 11th June;
• Applicants must be between 18 and
29 years of age and have been actively
working on an idea or project for six
months;
• Areas of work can include education,
environment, health and wellbeing,
human rights, media and technology,
performing and visual arts, politics, and
science.
Tim Kenworthy, founder of Youth Tree and
participant in the 2009 YSP programme, said
“YSP has made me feel like what I am doing
has great value in the world and is worth
taking seriously. The programme has also
had a profound impact on my organisation.”
Other members of the 2009 YSP cohort
include; Larissa Brown, founder of the
Centre for Sustainability and Leadership
and 2010 Victorian Young Australian of
the Year, Lucinda Hartley, founder of (CO)
Design Studio, and Alissa Phillips founder
of s.p.a.c.e.
Now in its second year, Young Social
Pioneers is based on the International
Youth Foundation’s global initiative,
YouthActionNet, which has supported 140
young social pioneers from 55 countries,
including nine Australians. It recognises
that in the face of urgent social challenges
– poverty, climate change, HIV/AIDS,
homelessness – young people are exercising
their leadership potential like never before.
For further information, profiles of
past recipients or to apply, visit www.
youngsocialpioneers.org.au.

Revving Up In the
Avon Valley
AVON Valley Motorcycle Festival
27 & 28 November 2010
Over one big weekend in November, the
Avon Valley will come alive with the Avon
Valley Motorcycle Festival.
Previously known as the Northam
Motorcycle Festival, the event is now in
its fifth year and is well established on the
motorcycle event calendar, attracting up to
10,000 motorcycle enthusiasts and families
over the weekend.
This year the Festival has expanded and
adapted to include the three major towns
in the Avon Valley, Toodyay, Northam and
York; and major events will be held in each
town across the Festival weekend.
Featuring an exciting showcase of stunt
riding, freestyle action, Show and Shine, a

major concert plus live music throughout
the entire weekend, the Festival is widely
enjoyed by people of all ages, both local and
visitors in the Avon Valley.
Each location will host its own set of
events including live music, great food, free
events, buskers, family attractions, displays
and demonstrations, concerts, bars, a variety
of camping and other accommodation, and
prizes to be won. A ride through a mapped
route of roads linking these three historical
towns will encourage visitors to take part in
the Festival at all three towns.
In the true Festival tradition, many of the
events over the weekend are free and family
friendly. Cover charges will apply for some
shows, but are designed to be value for
money and many will include buy one show
ticket, see another free offers.
The Avon Valley Motorcycle Festival
will be held on 27 and 28 November 2010.
For more information on the Show, contact
Premiere Events on (08) 9386 9666 or email:
peter@premiereevents.com.au

We Walk Next Week!
NEXT Friday, 7th May, is Walk Safely to
School Day and primary school children
will be pounding the pavements in your local
areas to promote the vital message that active
kids are healthy kids. The event emphasises
not only the importance of exercise, but also
promotes important messages about traffic
pollution and pedestrian safety.
Most primary schools in Western Australia
(and indeed Australia!) look forward to
participating every year, but we rely on your
support to get the word out to parents and the
community. Please contact Alice Moorhouse
at talk@detail.com.au if you would like
images, interviews or help in locating the
nearest participating school. Walk Safely to
School Day also promotes the day through
a number of competitions that are available
on the website www.walk.com.au .
WSTSD is a community based event run by
a not-for-profit organisation, The Pedestrian
Council of Australia, and is affiliated with
The Heart Foundation, Planet Ark, Diabetes
Australia, Cancer Council and Beyond Blue.

All mechanical repairs (modern & classic)
Modern, well equipped workshop
Log book servicing
Full vehicle check and report on servicing
Tune ups
Petrol, Diesel & 4WD’s
Warranty work
Computer diagnostics
Complete restorations of classic cars
Member of MTA
Certiﬁed Repairers with the Motor
Vehicle Industry Board

Entry is open only to
residents of the Shire of
Toodyay.
There are five categories:
1. Lower Primary Years 1, 2 & 3
2. Middle Primary Years 4 & 5
3. Upper Primary Years 6 & 7
4. Lower Secondary –
Years 8,9 & 10
5. Adults.

All writing to be in short story format and the
original work of the entrant.
A COMPLETED COVER SHEET MUST
ACCOMPANY EACH ENTRY.
* Guidelines for writers and cover sheets are
available from the Toodyay Herald, Toodyay
District High School and the Toodyay Library
* There is a limit of one entry per person.
* The winners will be announced and
published in the December issue of the
Toodyay Herald

The closing date for entries is Friday 15th October 2010

8 Stirling Terrace
TOODYAY WA 6566

PHONE : 9574 4422 FAX : 9574 2344
Email : info@toodyayclassiccars.com.au
www.toodyayclassiccars.com.au

COMPETITVE
PRICING!!!
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Fly on the Wall
Peter Robinson

can do all
sorts of jobs!
Mowing
Whippersnippering
Chainsawing
Cleanups
Rubbish Removed
Recycling
Odd Jobs
Reasonable Rates
Call Dave

0419 932 491

FLY forgot that the meeting was out at
Bejoording Fire Shed so he missed the
beginning of it. Question time was obviously
shorter than we have become used to as it had
finished by the time we arrived.
Firstly, a big welcome to the new Acting
CEO Simon Fraser. At this stage it looks
like we have a CEO who has all the positive
attributes that were lacking in the previous
CEO. We all look forward to a good three
way working relationship between Council,
Administration and Residents. Although the
political divide is as wide and bitter as ever,
the standard of conduct was clearly much
improved. There was reasoned debate and
voting that was not along the 5 to 4 ‘party’
line. Well done Councillors!
There were only a couple of items that
could be considered as noteworthy. The first
of these was Council deciding on the site
of the proposed new Skate Park. Several
possible sites were inspected by most of
the Councillors during the afternoon before
the council meeting. The recommendation
from the Administration was for Duidgee
Park, near the new rope climbing tower. Cr
Wroth suggested the area between Railway
Rd and the railway line. This area is over
Railway Rd from the rest of Duidgee Park
and adds a small but unnecessary hazard to
children. Railway Rd will get significantly
more traffic when the new Shire depot is
operational. Cr Larkin thought that the
council should endorse the site suggested by
the young people who made up the skate Park
Committee. They opted for the area next to
the Youth Hall in the showgrounds precinct.

LEYLAND

ENGINEERING SERVICES
MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU
We specialise in:

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

Phone Steve Leyland

0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286

Expressions of Interest
Sponsorship – Toodyay’s Festival of Food
Toodyay’s Festival of Food is now in its sixth year, and this year, the
Shire of Toodyay hopes to enhance the festival with the inclusion of
‘Toodyay’s Top Chef’, providing local business of any kind with the
opportunity to prepare a signature dish which optimises their business.
For this component to progress, the Shire is seeking partnerships with
local business with promotional opportunities available in the lead up to
and on the day of the event.
To download a sponsorship information package, visit the Shire of
Toodyay website at www.toodyay.wa.gov.au or telephone the Shire’s
Communication and Marketing Officer Ms Tammy Wayne-Elliot on 9574
2258 or 0406 212 609.
Expressions of interest closes on Friday 4 June 2010 at 4pm.
Simon Fraser Expressions of Interest
Acting Chief Executive Officer

Sponsorship – Toodyay’s Festival of Food

Council ended up voting 6 to 3 in favour of
the Administration recommendation.
The other item of general interest was the
motion to form a new committee to look at
the best site for the district’s recreational
facilities. This Committee is made up of
the whole council, but nobody else. The
meetings will be open to the public and it is
anticipated that public submissions will also
be invited. The first meeting will have been
held by the time you read this article.
The best part of the evening was what
happened immediately after the meeting
closed. The gallery, Councillors and staff
all mingled in a pleasant, social atmosphere.
That is getting back to how it used to be. I
believe that we are on the road to recovery,
there is better ‘feel’ about the town with
renewed vigour to see the area move ahead
and prosper. This optimism and change
in admin culture will also assist our fire
survivors.

Toodyay Ratepayers
and Residents
Association
Roger Bray
Chairman
Watershed
THE Shire of Toodyay has reached a
watershed in its progress towards achieving
the goals of democratic, open, transparent
and accountable local government, willing
to represent the electorate in a consultative
and cooperative manner.
The appointment of a new acting CEO and
a different council makeup is a chance for a
change of direction.
The Toodyay Ratepayers and Residents
Association (TRRA) continues to represent
members and to lobby concerns and problems
on their behalf, and there have been some
major success stories, of which I am sure
you are all aware.
From time to time TRRA has been
labelled as purely reactive and insufficiently
proactive; however, to a large degree this is
the nature of the beast. Residents concerns
cannot be taken up until we are aware they
exist.
In the previous dictatorial and non
-consultative atmosphere the scope and
opportunity for public input was extremely
limited. Even the recreation strategy, a matter
so important to so many residents, was
delayed and debated until the cows came
home until finally the selection parameters
were set so narrow that there could be only
one possible outcome.
Co-location at the showgrounds site, with
all the inherent cost and complications of
the purchase of real estate, road closures
and the like.
Public input was totally ignored.
It is not surprising that people became
disillusioned and disheartened and simply
gave up on the council.
A common complaint has previously
been that the Council meeting agendas
are made available at such short notice
prior to the meeting that residents are not
given sufficient time to lobby their elected
representatives or to express a preference of
voting direction.
TRRA, recognising the recent changes,
looks forward to a more cooperative
and consultative relationship between
the electorate and both council and
administration, whereby the wishes of the
electorate will be sought and considered prior
to debate in chamber; however, TRRA does
not wish to become a de facto pre-approval
organisation for the Shire and a blocker for
anyone else who has issues.
Bipartisanship is a very dangerous animal,
and in our system of government it almost
always removes the very checks and balances
our system demands and relies upon. One
way in which this could be achieved is for
the agenda items for forum meetings to be
advertised or added to the shire website. This
would allow more time for consultation and
input between forum and decision making
meetings.
This idea has already been canvassed and
has received a favourable response.
The job of the TRRA is to represent the
interests of the community and its members
(Ratepayers and Residents) not the interests
of the Shire. The fact that this is a sometimes
uncomfortable or unpleasant role is part of
the cost of our charter. Remember TRRA
is the only organisation capable of holding
council to account.
We look forward to a revitalised
membership with more positive participation
from the very people we represent, the
Ratepayers and Residents of Toodyay. If you

are not currently a member, why not consider
joining, becoming actively involved? If you
are a current member, please renew your
membership, consider becoming an office
bearer or committee member!
The next meeting is at 7pm on Tuesday 11th
May at the CWA Hall, we hope to see you
there.

Bejoording Babble
Kim Leonhardt
I’M concerned... I’m very concerned... I
think Jeff the Ford flag flying fan has had a
meltdown. True, Holden has been winning
everything left, right and centre recently, but
this has previously been acknowledged by
Jeff with a red bag flying at half mast. The
last few weeks, however, has seen a red flag
flying CONSTANTLY... from the very TOP
of the mast! Has he been bed ridden and can’t
get out to change the flag? Has he got a crook
neck and can’t crane his head high enough
to see that its a red flag? Has he been struck
on the head and gone colour blind? HAS HE
HAD AN... EPIPHANY?!! I’m concerned...
soooo concerned.
Right, enough of Jeff and his fading Ford
fortunes and onto the Easter break at Leeman.
Leeman usually entails cobblering on Friday
night, which always seems to run fairly
smoothly, the hunters coming back with three
or four big cobbler. Nothing to write about
there. Saturday sees us caving. Those who may
regularly go to Leeman, may think that every
year we go to the same main caves in Stockyard
Gully. Well, that used to be. But these days, we
find other caves to explore.
Last year we found Widgiemooltha or some
such named cave. This year... I had new maps!
This year... these maps showed three new
caves... with no tracks going to them! Cool!
So our Stanley & Livingston Expeditions got
ourselves equipped – you know, water bottle,
torch and GPS... God bless GPSs and off
we went.
We parked the cars as near to the first cave
as the track would allow, and then marched
off into virgin scrub. Everyone fully expected
that, once we reached this cave, there we’d find
a track or path leading to a road. After 400m
we reached the cave which had no track...
and no cave either! More like a big limestone
depression into the surrounding countryside.
Back to the cars and on to the next one. Kids
are asking me is there going to be a cave at the
next one? I’m having to say, “Well, there should
be, but aren’t we having fun anyway?”
The next cave was a little further off
the beaten track... unfortunately the scrub was
a little thicker as well... and... there was no cave
here either, but there were bees. Cool!... Well
apparently, it wasn’t cool. Same questions,
same answer but, in trying to instil some
enthusiasm, I predicted that since this next
cave is called Drip Cave... then it must be big
enough to be able to drip! We parked the cars
and everyone bundled out, all with scratches on
their legs, etc. The odds were further enhanced
in us finding a real cave when Regan, Emma,
Ash and Keeeeeeee-yah!, decided to stay with
the cars. Cool, my hopes were up! Everyone
elses... welllll, not so much. And as these stories
usually end up, Drip Cave... IS a cave. Thanks
must go to Regan, Emma, Ash and Keeeeeeeeyah!
Sunday usually sees us at the sand dunes.
This year some of the boys brought their
quads up for a squirt. We were all seated and
/ or standing on top of a dune while everyone
was riding around, when it was decided to start
racing. A course was picked out, and off they
went. David, one of a set of twins, (we had three
sets this weekend), was concentrating really,
really hard on beating his brother, who, much
to David’s joy slowed down just at the end.
Dave roared past Graham and won! Punching
the air with both fists was about the time he
realised that Graham slowed because the dune
drop off was... right... HERE! I speak no word
of a lie. You know me. I’m tellin’ ya straight,
Dave’s goggles were three inches out past his
helmet from the pressure of his eyes sticking
out on their stalks! Well he sailed through
the air, got both hands back on the bike, and
regained control. Rode back up to the top of
the dune, got his breath back, after his heart
stopped palpitating, and said, “Goin’ again?”
And they did.
Pizza Night is on Wednesday the 5th May...
oh jeez, you’ve probably missed it! Clean Up
Day, however, is on Sunday the 16th May from
10am. All workers may partake in a steak BBQ
for lunch.
Our next meeting is Wednesday 2nd June at
6pm. It’s also our Curry Night. If you’re not a
member (and there are a few who aren’t), it’s
$5 a head.
Don’t forget the Shed’s open every
Wednesday night from 6pm.
See ya there.
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button, which renders the paragraph as
follows:
‘The railway has become an important
part of the positive experience
“Blokes Supporting Blokes”
Toodyay has to offer visitors so please,
help us stamp out the vandalism.’
Day 5 - vigilant proof readers immediately Karl Walsh
seize upon the obvious omission of a key
word in the second line. The final result is G’DAY and welcome to May! We are
the following;
continuing our advance toward our own
‘The railway has become an important home and the executive committee has
part of the positive experience.
continued to probe the various options open
Toodyay has little to offer visitors so to us. Each of the options will be looked at
please, help us stamp out the vandalism.’ from a funding aspect as well as location.
We’d like to point out – between chokes
I think all members would support
of laughter – that Toodyay has a great deal ‘location, location, location!’ What remains
to offer visitors, not least of which is a to be answered is what funding can be
fantastic Miniature Railway. We hope that availed for each location. If any member
the Minirail volunteers will forgive us for has a query, please contact Bob Adair on
our blooper.
9574 5002. Bob is heading up the funding
subcommittee.
Mr Phil Perkins is doing a sterling job with
the financial stuff and is right on track with
our shillings. At the last committee meeting
it was agreed our fiscal year will run from
Mrs Doris Martin
31st July 2009 to 30th April 2010 and then 31st
July
2010 onwards.
FIRSTLY, a belated birthday wish for Mrs
Barry Bodle is ably juggling the membership
Doris King who had intended to celebrate
her 80th birthday at Bolgart recently but due and social events. He has advised us that
to unforeseen circumstances had to cancel there will be a men’s breakfast at Uncle
th
out on the occasion. We hope it was still a Vince’s at 8am on Saturday the 15 of
lovely birthday. Doris and husband Doug May. Cost is $10. For catering purposes,
advise Barry (RSVP) by Saturday
were at one stage long time residents in the please
the 8th of May of your intention to attend on
Shire of Victoria Plains.
 	 Another birthday recently was that of 9574 4628. Remember, this is not limited
Toby McGill who turned eight on the 13th to members, but to all interested parties.
April and celebrated with a party at his Members are encouraged to bring a mate;
home with 12 to 14 guests. About 12 guests non members, bring a mate too!
Bob Adair, as mentioned, heads up the
stayed overnight where they slept in a tent
and enjoyed marshmallows toasted over Funding subcommittee and they have
a campfire by Julian McGill. The next identified the areas to be looked at as being
morning they enjoyed a barbecue breakfast Capital works and Equipment furnishings,
once again overseen by Toby’s dad, Julian as well as funding for projects undertaken.
McGill, before leaving for home at 9.00am. This brings us to our first open day at the
Racecourse concourse from 9am to 1pm on
You’re a brave man, Julian.
th
About 80 folk attended an Anzac Day the 6 May. So, here we go, a good time to
drop
in, have a chat and see what you can
Service held at Calingiri Memorial Park
on Sunday 25th April. It is nice to know get your claws into.
The Pastoral Care group is headed up by
that services of this nature are still being
held in country areas and in my book are of Peter Dymond 9574 2688, Peter Bourne
great importance so that young folk never 9574 2203 and Bob Adair 9574 5002. If you
forget the sacrifices that those soldiers who know of any bloke who is not well or you
participated in wars made so that they might may like to have a quiet talk to someone in
confidence these are the blokes to contact.
have a better life.
Phil Perkins is administering the Tool
Happy to say that I found a home for the
photograph of George Gentle Endersby Resourse Centre 0408 871 406 so any
when a York lady phoned to claim a persons affected by the fire requiring special
relationship to the gentleman in question. tool 986 for a specific job, that’s the number
I met with her in Northam and she was very to call. Members who are not on the net,
excited to see the photograph as George should have received a copy of our first
Endersby was her Grandfather’s brother. newsletter per snail mail. If not, phone me
She intends to share copies of the photo and I will arrange for you to receive a copy.
Wally Trawinski is due for hospital shortly
with other relatives. I was really thrilled
by this suggestion so that others also might to have his frame fixed so all good wishes
Wally! Fred Fellowes, hope you are feeling
enjoy the old photograph.
Mrs Lil Edmonds of Calingiri and her better mate, we want to see you back .To
daughters, Shirley and Donna, travelled Soheil, good to see you back from your heart
down to lunch on 9th April   at the attack and procedure; keep getting well.
Ravenswood Hotel where the relatives To all our members and men at large, keep
of Lil’s late mother, Harriet Glass (Nee - healthy, and we’ll see you – Inside the Shed.
Smith), held a Smith’ re-union for about 25
family members. Also there from Calingiri
was Lil’s son Charles and his wife. Some
of Lil’s brothers were also in attendance
with family members.
Wishing Mrs Jeanette Giles of Goomalling
Road, Toodyay a speedy recovery after a
recent hospital stay.

Inside the Shed

Bolgart News

Sheep Research
Not All Hot Air
RESEARCH to breed sheep that produce
more wool and meat but emit less methane
is under way thanks to support from the State
Government.
Agriculture and Food Minister Terry
Redman said the research was looking at
how to breed resilient sheep, better able to
maintain weight during summer and autumn
while also producing less methane per
kilogram of meat or wool produced.
“Researchers are analysing this link to get

Expressions of Interest
Suppliers for Discount Supply
Register
Toodyay Fire Recovery
The Shire of Toodyay invites
Expressions of Interest from suppliers
willing to offer discounts on product
and/or material purchases, and/or
service supply for those directly
affected by the Toodyay fires.
Interested suppliers will be added to a
“Discount Supply Register” which will
be provided to the fire affected
residents.
All Expressions of Interest should be
made on the “Discount Supply
Register” form available from the Shire
website (www.toodyay.wa.gov.au) or
by calling 9574 2258.
Simon Fraser
Acting Chief Executive Officer

a better understanding of the genetics and
production systems required to improve
farmer profits and lower the carbon footprint
of the nation’s sheep industry,” Mr Redman
said.
“The Government has contributed
$870,000 to the Centre of Excellence
Innovative Technologies and Capacity for
Sheep Industry Development (COE). which
has three research programs: resilient sheep
production systems, wool technology and
sheep meat innovation.”
“This is a new collaborative effort between
the Department of Agriculture and Food,
Murdoch University and the national
Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) for
sheep industry innovation.
“Research and development is a vital
part of ensuring our sheep producers have
access to the best possible information
and technologies in order to run profitable
businesses.”
The Minister said the department was
leading the resilient production systems
project being carried out on commercial
properties and at research facilities.
“High-tech equipment has been installed
to automatically measure the feed intake and
efficiency of more than 250 sheep, along with
their methane production,” he said.
“Results will be distributed to producers
and industry as the CRC progresses its
research during the next four years.”

Diary of a Blooper
WE’RE often amused (and frequently
horrified) at some of the completely
accidental blunders which occur at the
Herald offices. Here’s a prime example,
originally from the good people at the
Toodyay Miniature Railway.
Day 1 – the ever prompt and efficient June
Eastwood of Toodyay Miniature Railway
submits a typed article, which contains in
part:
‘The railway has become an important
part of the positive experience Toodyay
has to offer visitors so please, help us
stamp out the vandalism.’
Day 3 - a Herald volunteer faithfully types
the line, but somehow leans on the ‘enter’

MOTHERS DAY
SUNDAY MAY 9

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
YOUR 1

Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER
BONNET CHECKS
FREE TYRE FITTING
BATTERIES FREE
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS
FROM TOWN
EXHAUSTS FOR ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

STOP SHOP 9574 2335

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco ﬁlters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Service

12 point check - $169 Oil and Filter Inc.
Small/Medium Cars

MOBILE 0418 949 898 FAX 9574 5267
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Certiﬁed
Personal Trainer

Ron E Waters

Specialising in home ﬁtness
Cardio
* Strength Training
* Weight Loss
* General Fitness
*

Emma Grey

ph:9574 2149

Rural Community Legal Service provides:
* A solicitor by appt. Tue & Wed
* 1st Legal Consultation $15
* Tenancy Advocate Mon, Tues & Wed
* FREE advice on rental conﬂicts
* Information & referral centre available to
Wheatbelt community by friendly,
approachable staff
123 Fitzgerald Street Northam
PO Box 601Northam 6401
T: 9622 5200
F: 9622 5700
E: wheatbeltclc@bigpond.com

FAMILY LAW
DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(ofﬁces of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 7255

In Days Gone By

IT was sad to hear of the passing away of
Mrs Rica Erickson.
When she was doing a lot of research for
her books which she wrote in the Toodyay
area, my wife, Rita, and I took her around for
two days, meeting the old people of Toodyay
from those pioneering families. We had lots
of fun talking to the very old people; they
all had great stories to tell her of the past.
I remember her talking to old Henry
Ferguson. He told her about the droving days
when they drove the sheep from Toodyay,
down the river and across to Wanneroo. Mrs
Erickson said, “You look very fit for your
age, Mr Ferguson,” and old Henry told her he
kept fit by walking a lot and having a couple
of glasses of wine every night.
Mrs Totie Ferguson was remembering the
past when she was young and told lots of
stories of her and of her husband, Tommy.
She would only lend Mrs Erickson a photo
for the book if I promised to bring it back;
she didn’t know Mrs Erickson but she knew
me, being a son of Albert Waters. Mrs
Erickson got the photo copied and Totie got
it back.
She had a long talk to Bob Waters who told
her lots of history of the Toodyay area. He
had a very nice photo of the West Toodyay
School and mentioned how they had to walk
to school. He told her that the Headmaster
was Mr Keo and the girl teacher who was
a school monitor was May Roach, a local
Toodyay Girl.
Mrs Erickson said to Bob, “You have a
nice lot of Indian Game Chooks here.” Bob
replied that he kept them for eating as one
leg off one of them was a good feed.
She spent a lot of time with my father,
Albert Waters at our home at Dewars Pool.
Dad had grown up with lots of aboriginal
people that were coming and going with
some living on our farm and was, therefore,
able to tell her lots about them.
Some that he knew well were the Waulums,
the Mimbles and the Harris’s. I remember
him telling her that one of Ted Harris’
daughters was in the forces during the war
and married a white man and lived just over
the Bogart Brook at Bolgart on the west side.
Dad told Mrs Erickson all about the plant
foods the aboriginals gathered in our area.
He had been out to Bindoon Spring and dug
up a yam to show her as they grow best in
the damp ground. He told her the yam plant
was quite big and the Connor plant was
very small. They used to grow on dry slopes
where the gravel and clay join. The Connor
has three potatoes, one a few inches under
the surface on a single root and, on the same
root, one a bit larger and, at the end of the
root a few inches further down, a big one.
Dad loaned her two photos of young
Robert and Thomas Waters and then he
pulled out the game they used to play called
Fox and Geese, which his father had made.
Played on a wooden board in the shape of a
cross, there were 13 wattle pegs (the geese)
that went into holes in the board and one tall
jarrah peg (the fox.) The fox could jump over
the geese (as in drafts) and the geese had to
try to corner the fox two up so it couldn’t
get away. Mrs Erickson caught on quickly
and managed to beat Dad twice. I have a fox
and Geese board at my daughter’s place at
Humpty Doo in the NT and will bring it back
to Toodyay one day.
Dad told her that his father also made
wooden dolls that he called ‘dancing
Johnies’ and used to sit on the edge of the
verandah with a flat board between his legs,
shaking the board and making the wooden
dolls dance. He said his father, Edwin
Waters, had given the last one to Ruby Chitty
when she was young and it had got burnt

BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC
TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY
• Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.
• A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg.
testing.
• House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
• No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.
• Travel chargedfrom Post Ofﬁce for farm visits.
• Our usual service applies any other day.
• Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.

when Chitty’s kitchen caught fire once.
Mrs Erickson thanked Dad for a nice time.
On the second day, we went to the
Jumperdine, Nardie and Culham Cemeteries
and showed her where Coondle School and
the Coondle Cricket Pitch were and told her
that there was a tennis court there once. I also
showed her the Coondle sheep dip where we
dipped our sheep when I was young and the
Dewars Pool store. I also pointed out where
Sandy Ferguson’s blacksmith’s shop was
and where Robert Waters built a roadside
inn. She wrote all this down as we showed
her.
I also remembered to tell her my father and
Stan Cook had planted two big gum trees at
the Coondle School and showed her where
the Coondle Hall was and where two of the
school teachers, Miss McCluney and Mercey
Syred (Mrs Roberts) had lived.
We had a nice lunch with Mary Wainright
who had the Toodyay Fish Shop.
Rita and I will never forget the time spent
with Mrs Erickson and all those wonderful
old people we took her to meet. The sad part
was we only just got their stories in time
because, within two years, they were all gone
but, through Mrs Erickson, their history was
saved.

Toodyay Tennis
Club
Angela Fox
THE numbers are certainly picking up for
Tuesday mornings’ tennis. The weather is
perfect at the moment so that brings us all
out.
Friday nights, however, have sadly
dropped off. Let’s hope that that will maybe
change soon. Mind you, the winter nights
will be here soon so probably it will be
harder to leave those cosy fires.
Once again, we have to report that the
drinks have been taken! Obviously, the
culprits had planned it all by leaving the
window open. The police have taken things
away to get fingerprints, etc. It’s such a
shame that a few people have to spoil it all.
We have a lovely tennis club and we don’t
want it tarnished by thoughtless people.
We are having our first wood raffle on the
7th and 8th May so we hope once again to
give you all a chance to win a massive load
of quality wood.
That’s all for this month’s news of the
tennis club. Let’s hope we don’t have any
more negative things to report on. Perhaps
the colder nights will prevent these people
from getting into trouble, and come and play
tennis instead of wandering around looking
for opportunities to take things that are not
theirs.

Toodyay Theatre
Group
ONLY three weeks to go before the Theatre
Group’s latest production, “Opportunity
Knocks!” opens and rehearsals are getting
intense. Everything is coming along
excellently under Mr Boston’s direction and
the play is really taking shape now.
There have been some difficulties with
dates for the production, but four have now
been settled on: the play will run on the 14th,
15th, 21st and 22nd of May. Tickets are $15
for the 14th and $40 for all other nights, as
they include dinner, and are available at
Home Hardware.

Product Safety’s
‘One-Stop-Shop’
Website Launched
A National ‘one-stop-shop’ product safety
website was launched on 15th April, giving
consumers, suppliers and retailers access to
vital information to promote safer shopping.
The Product Safety Australia website
was launched by the Commonwealth
Competition and Consumer Affairs Minister
Craig Emerson and is supported by all State
and Territory consumer protection agencies.
WA Commissioner for Consumer
Protection Anne Driscoll said the initiative
is part of a range of projects and law
reforms to consolidate Australian consumer
regulations. “The website is the shopfront for
a national and more harmonised system of
product safety regulation, streamlining and
coordinating the efforts of all government
agencies throughout Australia,” Ms Driscoll
said. “It provides a single point of entry
assisting suppliers to make and sell safe
products and consumers to buy and use

safe products. Information on mandatory
safety standards, emerging safety issues and
product bans will now be available from a
single source. The site also links back to
the WA Consumer Protection website which
holds information on state-based bans and
orders until the new laws come into full
effect in January 2011.
“The website will also make it easier for
consumers to find information about product
safety by registering their email address to
receive updates on product categories of
interest to them. It’s a great way to keep
abreast of changes to Australia’s product
safety laws.
“Consumer Protection in WA is working
closely with the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission and other State
and Territory agencies to ensure we keep
Australian consumers safe.”
Consumer Protection urges all consumers,
suppliers and retailers to visit the new
website at www.productsafety. gov.au.

Hail Sale Advice
ANYONE thinking of buying a damaged car
in the post-storm ‘hail sale’ is being urged
by Consumer Protection to know their rights
and beware of the risks.
Many Perth dealers are offering discounts
on vehicles, due to dents caused by the golfball sized hail which fell on 22 March 2010.
Commissioner for Consumer Protection
Anne Driscoll said consumers should be
mindful of the consequences of purchasing
a reduced price hail-damaged car.
“Traders have an obligation to outline the
full extent of damage to a vehicle but once
a consumer makes a decision to buy it, they
accept the associated problems such as the
cost of repairs and a lower resale value.
“In the case of a new car, hailed on in
the dealer’s yard, consumers should check
the status of the manufacturer’s warranty.
If in doubt they should consider getting
independent legal advice.”
The Commissioner also warned consumers
about the need to ensure that a vehicle is
licensed with the Department of Transport.
“A licensed car classified as a ‘repairable
write-off’ will be listed on the Written Off
Vehicle Register – this can be checked
by calling REVS on 1300 30 40 24. An
unlicensed car will need to undergo a full
repairable written off vehicle examination
at an approved inspection centre, prior to
being licensed. Details can be found at www.
transport.wa.gov.au.
“In that instance the car would need to
be repaired to a roadworthy standard –
make sure the cost of fixing the car does
not outweigh the discount on the price. Be
aware that statutory write-offs may never be
registered in Western Australia again – they
will have a red and white warning sticker and
are only suitable for parts or dismantling.”
For more advice on buying or selling a car,
consumers should log on to www.commerce.
wa.gov.au/motorvehicles.

Unregistered
Builder Fined
AN unregistered builder operating in regional
WA was prosecuted and fined nearly $20,000
by the Builders’ Registration Board (BRB) in
Northam Magistrate’s Court on 29th March
2010.
Jamie Douglas Bishop committed 14
offences against Western Australian building
laws, including:
• entering into a contract to carry out
building work valued over $20,000 whilst
not a registered builder;
• demanding deposit in excess of 6.5% of
the total amount payable;
• demanding a non-genuine progress
payment;
• failing to provide a written contract; and
• not providing a policy of home indemnity
insurance.
The conduct of Mr Bishop, a self proclaimed
builder was very deceptive, claiming that he
was a registered builder, demanding excessive
deposits and then disappearing from two
building sites leaving his clients with over
50% of the building work incomplete. In one
case, the owners were left with part of their
existing home demolished.
Registered builders in WA are obligated to
comply with building laws, so before building
check that your builder is registered, that
you have a written building contract which
you understand (before signing it) and, that
the builder has taken out a policy of home
indemnity insurance on your behalf.
Further information is available from the
BRB website at www.builders.wa.gov.au or
by calling (08) 9476 1200.

Toodyay Miniature
Railway Inc.
June Eastwood
THANK you to the Herald for making
clear that I did not write “There is little for
visitors to do in Toodyay”. I have hardly
been game to show my face around town
in case some loyal Toodyay persons grilled
me at the stake!
Our geriatric trio – Vern, Graham and Stan
have been hard at work on re coating the
tunnel. A big thank you to Robert Millar and
Frank Williams for stepping up and helping.
Mind you, the first wheel barrow of cement
mix that Robert was given to wheel nearly
saw his abdication from the game first up.
All the defective wheel barrow’s fault.
The boys decided they would run for two
hours ANZAC Day afternoon and the wheels
were nearly worn off their axles as crowds
converged on the station. They ran again on
the public holiday and this also was a busy
one. Hopefully by next month we will be
able to report the tunnel is good for the next
100 years. Enquiries please contact June
Eastwood on 9574 4462.

Quo Vadis
THE problem faced by those who want
to build a new future for humanity is that
they have to start in the flawed world that
exists at present. Revolutionaries cannot
help being compromised by the power
structures they aim to change / replace;
their dilemma is clear – either they remain
high-mindedly pure and impotent or they
end up as repressive as the present regime!
Nothing illuminates this dilemma more
clearly than the anarchist movement in the
late 19th / early 20th centuries whose ultimate
aim was to usher in a society of humanity as
a heaven on earth, in which harmonious coexistence can be achieved without coercion
or the imposition of distant authority but,
rather, from each individual’s enlightened
recognition of their mutual respect and
dependency, a condition of harmony
and equality that was not obstructed by
exploitative and manipulative ‘elites’. A
feature of the anarchist faith (mantra) was
the conviction that only the machinations

of the sinister forces stand in the way of
an earthly paradise (arcardia!?). Yet, they
have never asked how it was that the mass
of humankind could be so easily misled
(Manichean’s struggle for progress gets
a mention) but continues, “Could it and
that most humans do not want to live in a
world without ‘leaders’ to guard / guide?”
Two contemporary names, historically,
are Kerensky and Kropotkin, the latter of
whom Scruton says, in brief, he opposed
Darwinism and argued that mutual aid was
the true principle of individual and social
development and not the survival of the
fittest, that custom and voluntary agreement,
rather than law and normative authority,
represent the creative forces of history.
A press clipping upholds the ministerial
responsibility of the Westminster system
of government but does not ‘dialogue’ the
necessary ethic of the ‘moral’ quality of the
minister and their ‘staffers’. Does ‘ideology’
get in the way / confuse the advice given or
applied; is ‘principle’ a basis?
Democracy is a loser in trade free-for-all;
there is a crisis in global governance; the
Westphalia system that emerged after the
30 years war in the mid 17th century saw
the demise of the barons and the Roman
Catholic church as global power to be
replaced by the sovereignty of the secular
nation state, which then became the absolute
reference point in global relations.
This came under threat in the 1980s
when the spread of communications and
international transport allowed trans-national
corporations to globalise the production of
goods and services; this dwarfed the impact
of the earlier globalisation of trade in
terms of its social and economic impacts.
Importantly the globalisation of trade
enhanced the powers of governments while
the globalisation of production enhanced the
power of transnational corporations at the
expense of governments. Thus an oxymoron
evolved in relation to the democratic
process; a sleight of hand of superficiality
and superciliousness indeed!
Free trade in goods could be sold as a
benefit to people. The new globalisation
wave in the form of free trade in production,
where even labour is treated as a commodity,
is promoted by leading industrial nations
according to how it advances the interests
of their transnational corporations. The
uneven development of the new wave of
globalisation, fast in finance, technology

Recipe Corner
Desraé Clarke
Potato and Leek Soup
POTATO and Leek Soup is a great
favourite and, once again, really easy to
make. The only precaution is to ensure
there is sufficient fluid in the soup prior to
vitamising the mixture; the soup mixture
can become extremely glutinous (sticky).
Ingredients:
3 leeks, finely sliced
100gms butter
5 large potatoes, peeled and cubed
1 stick of celery, cut into three pieces
3 cups chicken stock made with 5
chicken stock cubes
2 teaspoons black sauce
Extra water, as required
Seasoning of salt and pepper
300mls cream
Finely chopped parsley
Fresh, crisp bread rolls

Method:
Melt the butter and cook the sliced
leeks until softened.
Add the potatoes, celery and
chicken stock and cook gently until
the vegetables are tender (check the
potatoes by piercing several pieces
with a skewer).
Remove the three pieces of celery
then add the black sauce.
Cool the mixture a little then vitamise
the soup, a small amount at one time.
If the mixture is glutinous (sticky) add
a little extra water, (a tablespoonful at
a time) until the mixture moves freely
in your vitamiser.
Season the mixture with a little salt
and pepper then stir in the cream.
Sprinkle each serving with finely
chopped parsley and serve with fresh,
crisp bread rolls.
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transfer, skilled labour movement and abeyance. Specifically, the official position
international terror but slow in governance, is that Australia is prepared to remove the
social attitudes, international regulation requirement for employers to search for
and the fight against global warming, semi or skilled labour before seeking 457
crime terrorism, and disease, has created temporary visas for them. The unions,
winners and losers both within countries as justifiably saw this as a union busting
well as between them. It is not surprising exercise and exacted a promise from the
that the winners want to eliminate the old ALP to remove this proposal from the
rules governing trade and commerce and Australian offer to the stalled DOHA round.
replace them with rules that enhance market Rudd agreed to this and it was written into
relations at the expense of government the ALP platform prior to election. However,
mediation. The new trade agreements under the influence of the Department of
are fundamentally undemocratic; the Foreign Affairs and Trade, the government
negotiations are conducted in secret and has made a policy decision that it will not
the agreements are structured in a way that withdraw the offer on the grounds that it
will make it virtually impossible for future would amount to bad faith to do so.
governments to rescind agreements that
Former PM, John Gorton, said that the
are found to and unpopular! Behind the department was infected by the puppy
mantra of the superiority of the market, dog syndrome of roll over etc – such
reinforced by privatisation, low taxes and still remains! As this assault on national
small government, is the aim of shifting the sovereignty continues, the question is
decision making from one person one vote whether the market system can fill the
democratic formula, to the one $, one market vacuum as the power of the state withers
formula; hence the secrecy surrounding the away?
new Trans-Pacific agreement, which began
Certainly markets require the rule of law
in Melbourne some weeks ago. It is designed to function (on a pro bono basis) otherwise
to replace a
they become mafia systems. Meanwhile
number of bi-lateral free trade agreements. there is an uneasy feeling that nobody is in
As the Australian fair trade and investment charge which was also the reason for the
network, which represents a wide range global financial crisis!
of union, church, health, environment and
When are our (supposed?) leaders,
pensioner groups, who point out that the going to make these anonymous movers’
USA wants to dismantle the pharmaceutical and shakers’ advice more transparent and
benefits scheme, local content rules for democratic for citizens everywhere. Greece
the media, labelling of GM products, is a classic example of private deals, done
regulation of foreign investment and with investment bank(s) outside the rules
government purchasing policies that support / obligations of the Maastricht Treaty, that
local jobs, they also want an investor has reprecussions for their society, which
complaint process, that will give special is also culpable by tax avoidance ploys!! It
right to international corporations to sue is a case of the confusion of ethics with the
governments for damages, if legislation to morality of person and state!
protect the environment or human health
undermines profitability. The government
says all these things are on the table for
negotiation. Any agreement made under
this process will be signed off by cabinet
before it is presented to parliament as a fait
accompli, apart from procedural matters
requiring legislation passed by parliament.
The Howard government placed Australian
conditions restricting the right of employers
to bring in temporary semi or skilled workers
on the auction block to be negotiated away
in return for market access for Australian
exports at the DOHA
round of multinational trade negotiations
in 2005. These negotiations are now in

Bahá’u’lláh proclaimed His divine mission in the middle of the nineteenth century. At the instigation of the Moslem divines, the governments of Iran and Turkey set out to destroy the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh,
the Bahá’í Faith. They arrested Bahá’u’lláh and banished Him from
place to place and ﬁnally imprisoned Him in the city of Akká in Palestine. Bahá’u’lláh stopped brieﬂy in Haifa on his journey to ‘Akká in
1868 and again on three occasions between 1883 and 1891. During
one visit He revealed the Tablet of Carmel in which, addressing the
holy mountain, He said “ere long will God sail His Ark upon thee, and
will manifest the people of Bahá who have been mentioned in the
Book of Names”. The followers of Bahá’u’lláh, in spite of their small
numbers and limited resources, have raised the Bahá’í World Centre
on the slope of Mt Carmel in the form of a far ﬂung arc under the
guidance of Shoghi Eﬀendi, the Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith, and the
Universal House of Justice, the supreme administrative and spiritual
body of the Baha’i World Community.

Views of the Bahá’í World Centre conﬁrming Bahá’u’lláh’s vision for the slopes
of Mount Carmel now the heart of a worldwide Bahá’í community of more than
ﬁve million members.
For information, email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au or call 08 9330 6999
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when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets 12 ½ to 17 year olds, male and
female. Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy.
Friday 6:30pm to 9:30pm, during school term. 708squ@
cadetnet.gov.au
AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.
ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets first Tuesday of the month, 7pm at The Old Police
Station in Duke St Sth. For all interested in arts/crafts,
workshops. Enquiries to Wendy on 9574 4172
AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
For breastfeeding information and the company of other
mums. 2nd Tuesday of month at Parent Information Centre,
Gordon Street Northam 10am-noon. 4th Tuesday of month
Toodyay Playgroup 10am - noon. Contact Louise for more
details on 9574 0229
AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday, 1pm to 4pm. Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Contact Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587
AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of each month (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay
Race Course. Contact: Sandra 9574 4429
AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday of each month at Dept of Water,
254 Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Association
3rd Thursday every month , 8pm at the old engineers quarters
, next to Northam Railway Museum, Fitzgerald Street ,
Northam . ph 96221192 .
AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Monthly meeting 4th Sunday 9am to 10pm, Workshops 2nd
and 4th Sunday 9am - Wool Pavilion, Toodyay Sports Ground.
BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm
BINGO
Every Wednesday, eyes down 7.30pm Community Centre
CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire and
Emergency Services Centre. Training 2nd Thursday of each
month.
CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
The next immunisation clinic: Call for details. Please call Sheree
on 9574 4577 to book an appointment.
COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday of month from October to April, June and
August, 5pm at Coondle Fire Shed.

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10am at Toodyay
Telecentre.
SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages. CWA Hall Friday afternnon and
Saturday morning. Contact Jan 0416 054 942.
SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am Ladies and senior men
TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the month.
Please contact Dave Isbill 9574 4035 for location and time.
TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz and Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, new
studio. Ages from 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys. 9574 4459.
Saturdays 9am - 2.30pm (except school holidays)
TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall
TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays)
School Library, 7pm
TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday of every month (Feb - Nov), Toodyay Race
Course. Contact Tanzi 0427 859 493
TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER
3rd Sunday of each month Duidgee Park (near Newcastle
Bridge) at 8am October to April and 9am May to September.
Enquiries 9574 2578
TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays), Toodyay Sports
Pavilion. Contact: Debra Andrijich 9574 2676
TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm Donegan’s Cottage
TOODYAY / JULIMAR JEWELS
3rd Tuesday of the month at 10am, Wendouree Tearooms.
Ph Shirl 9574 5077
TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month Hotel Freemasons
TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday each month (except Jan)
Masonic Hall, Fiennes St, 7.30pm
TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enquiries
9574 4462
TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Monday and Wednesday 9.30 - 11.30am
Enquiries phone Sally on 9574 4184 or Jodie on 9574 5569.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday of each month, 1.30pm,
C.W.A. Hall. New Members very welcome.

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday of the Month from 7pm
CWA Hall. Contact Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492.

CUBS, JOEYS & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
3rd Saturday each month, at CWA Hall 7pm. Enquiries to
President on 9574 2560 or Secretrary on 6364 3609. Visitors
and new members will be made very welcome.

DRAMA CLASSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Monday 4-5.30pm, Call Anne on 9574 2458.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday each month commencing 6pm Toodyay Police
Station (General Meeting bi-monthly - Feb, April, June, Aug,
Oct, Dec) Enquiries 9574 2212

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
Third Tuesday of each month, 6pm at the PB Kirby Centre,
cnr Gordon and Wellington Sts, Northam. New members
welcome. Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore
on 9622 5203 for additional information.
FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.
IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday, 1pm to 4pm at Butterly House.
Contact Ida Edwards on 9574 2858
JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 1st Saturday of month, 6pm at Julimar Fire Station
followed by BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting,
10am, Julimar Fire Station.
MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion
MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup.
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 or
Chere Rothwell 9572 9298
MURDER MYSTERY CLUB
Meets Third Friday of the month, St Stephens Church Hall,
10am - 12.30. Ph Liz 9574 5967 or Dot 0407 656 853
RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

TOODYAY OLIVE GROWERS
Contact Francis Moran for meeting dates 9574 5786.
TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Playgroup Hall,
Community Centre, Brenda Hutchinson 9574 4489
TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION (INC.)
General Meetings 3rd Tuesday each month @ the CWA Hall,
7pm. Committee meetings fortnightly on Tuesday evening.
Contact Roger Bray (Chairperson) 9574 4562.
TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday of month, Anglican Hall, 1.30pm
TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday from 9am Parkers Cottage.
President: CArol Worrell 0407 429 047; Secretary: Phil
Harmer 9574 2015
TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH RSL
1st Saturday of March, May, July, September and November
at 2pm at the Bowling Club. AGM second Saturday in
February at the Bowling Club. Contact Lou 9574 4310
TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM.
12.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Freemasons
Hotel.
TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
1st Monday of each month Fire Station, 8pm

ST STEPHEN’S MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday of month, Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to
November

UNITING CHURCH
10am, St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday of each month Council Chambers 7pm

YOGA
Friday 9am Friday CWA Hall. 9574 4184

Toodyay
Agricultural
Society
Pam Jackson
Committee Member
A WOOD raffle will be held on Saturday
morning 22nd May (in front of IGA).
Please come along, purchase a ticket,
make a donation or just have a talk to the
committee about becoming a member of the
Agricultural Society.
Annual membership is $20, which includes
1 x members ticket, 2 x guest tickets and
1 x schedule, or pay $45 for a three year
membership.
One of the Sections that you can enter in
the Show is the Cookery section. Exhibitions
were very low last year and we would love
to see more entries in 2010.
The different Groups are:
Group T1
Scones and Breads
Group T2
Bread, hand made
Group T3
Cakes and Biscuits
Group T4
Decorated Cakes
Group T5
Specialty Cakes
Group T6
Young Adult Classes 16-18
years
The different classes for each group will
be shown in the Show Schedule.
Children in school years 1 to 10 can also
exhibit in cooking.
Children School Years 6 - 10
Group X2 – cooking
Class 8601 Scones
Class 8602 Cake, iced, suitable for
birthday cake, fantasy
Class 8603 Chocolate cake
Class 8604 Sponge cake
Class 8605 Pikelets
Class 8606 Health lunch containing
max. 8 types of food
Children School Years 1 – 5
Group Y2 – cooking
Class 9001 Scones, plain, plate of 4
Class 9002 Afternoon tea cake, plate
of 4, decorated differently
Class 9003 Chocolate cake, un-iced
Class 9004 Packet cake, un-iced,
vanilla flavour
Class 9005 Chocolate crackles, plate
of 4
Class 9006 Pikelets, plate of 4
Class 9007 Health lunch containing
max 8 types of food
Please support the annual Toodyay Show,
to be held on Saturday 9th October.

Make the Healthy
Choice the Easy
Choice
Rachael Biddulph
Health Promotion Officer
WE all know healthy eating and physical
activity is good for our health and helps us
maintain a healthy body weight. But how can
we work together as a community to make
the healthy choice the easy choice?
As the Health Promotion Officer for
your region, I would like to work with the
community to make this happen for residents
living in the Shire of Toodyay. To create a
community environment that encourages
healthy eating and physical activity will
require collaboration between government
departments, community groups, nongovernment organisations, businesses and
individual community members.
With the support and direction from a
steering group I am planning to determine
local strategies and then priorities these
strategies based on the communities need.
The process will highlight both the positive
components already present but also gaps
in the community’s efforts to encouraging
physical activity and healthy eating. This
information will then be used to develop a
comprehensive action plan in partnership
with the steering group and community
stakeholders.
If you would like to be involved on the
steering committee or during any stage of
the process please contact:
Rachael Biddulph
Health Promotion Officer
Avon and Central Wheatbelt Primary Health
(08) 9690 1616
or
Jo Buegge
Be Active Sport and Recreation Co-ordinator
– Avon Region
Shire of Toodyay
0428 291 302
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public notices
AVAS invites you to our May exhibition
by Wyalkatchem artists ‘Oorschot and
Bywater’. A vibrant body of works featuring
landscapes and nature. At the Northam Arts
Centre, official opening Sunday 2nd May at
5pm.
The Magic of Gongs and Quartz Crystal
Singing Bowls will be held at the Northam
Arts Centre Sunday 9th May at 6pm. Phone
Rhodda for more details 9621 1373.
Jazz in the Post Office Gallery, Northam
Arts Centre by the Tom O’Halloran Trio, on
Friday 21st May.
The 2010 Northam Art Prize is on in July.
Entry forms are due 18th June and artworks
due 27th June. Phone AVAS 9622 2245 to
receive your entry form.
Annual General Meeting
Toodyay Scout Group will hold their Annual
General Meeting on Tuesday June 8 at 7pm
at the Toodyay Youth Hall (Scout Hall). All
past and present members and supporters of
Scouting are welcome to attend.
Enquiries phone 9574 2363.
Annual Alpaca Sale Day
When: Sunday 6th June 2010
9am to 4.30pm
Where: Gidgegannup Showgrounds
Advertisement of intended
application for Incorporation of
Toodyay Hockey Club.
Notice is hereby given that Deborah Anne
Ferguson, PO Box 640 Toodyay WA 6566,
Secretary for the Toodyay Hockey Club
being duly authorised by the above
named association intends to apply to the
Commissioner for Consumer Protection on
or after 1 May 2010 for incorporation of
Toodyay Hockey Club Inc. The association
is formed for the purpose of “Supporting the
members of the Toodyay Hockey Club, by
education, training and playing hockey in
an encouraging and positive environment.”
CALL for Steering Group Members
to “Make the healthy choice the
easy choice”
We all know healthy eating and physical
activity is good for our health and helps us
maintain a healthy body weight. But how can
we work together as a community to make
the healthy choice the easy choice?
As the Health Promotion Officer for
your region, I would like to work with the
community to make this happen for residents
living in the Shire of Toodyay. To create a
community environment that encourages
healthy eating and physical activity will
require collaboration between government
departments, community groups, nongovernment organisations, businesses and
individual community members.
With the support and direction from a
steering group I am planning to determine
local strategies and then priorities these
strategies based on the communities need.
The process will highlight both the positive
components already present but also gaps
in the community’s efforts to encouraging
physical activity and healthy eating. This
information will then be used to develop a
comprehensive action plan in partnership
with the steering group and community
stakeholders.
If you would like to be involved on the
steering committee or during any stage of
the process please contact:
Rachael Biddulph, Health Promotion Officer,
Avon and Central Wheatbelt Primary Health,
9690 1616 or Jo Buegge, Be Active Sport
and Recreation Co-ordinator – Avon Region,
Shire of Toodyay, 0428 291 302.

Laurie Biggs

CREATIVE
COUNSELLING

Important Notice to the Fire Victims
The CWA and other organisations from
Walkaway, Geraldton have been busy
growing plants, shrubs, trees, etc to donate to
Toodyay fire victims and these are going to
be brought to Toodyay on trucks on 28th May
and will be available on Saturday 29th May.
Place for distribution will be given at a later
date. Any queries regarding the plants, etc,
please ring Rita on 9574 4485.

Dani’s parents and family in Indonesia for
their prayers and thoughts.

Congratulations
CONGRATULATIONS to Sarah Jane
Crossley (nee Bavin) and Andrew Crossley
on your wedding. Sarah, you made a

Thank You
ROSLYN Rowles and Dani Hamdani would
like to thank everyone who helped make our
wedding day a fun , memorable experience
full of pleasant surprises.
A special thanks to the following people;
Mum (Ann Rowles) and finance Sydney
Sinclair for organizing SO much and
providing accommodation for some guests,
the lovely cake, thanks to the local baker, for
general running around, picking us up and
dropping us off and everything else.
Dad and Grandma (Trevor and Mavis
Rowles) for beautifully preparing and
decorating the back yard, organizing nibblies
for our ceremony and getting the flowers
for the bouquet (thanks Pam). Also for
contributing in a big way and everything else
you did.
Daisy Day and Rick Turner for the BIG
surprises for Dani. OMG! For providing our
exciting transport to the ceremony, photo
locations and reception, along with a joy ride
for Grandma and our cousin.
John and Stella Pearce for the lovely
reception in the dining room at the
Freemasons Hotel and for the honeymoon
suite. Thanks also go to Debbie and the staff.
Sandy and Christie for their awesome work
on our hair. Thanks go to Liam for providing
the entertainment.
Big brother Craig and partner Erica
for providing last minute and continuing
transport and for our international guests,
preparing the music, making the bouquet,
helping me change and everything else they
helped with, including our honeymoon in
Port Hedland.
Pak Adrian and partner Rita Josephine for
traveling from Indonesia to join us for our
special day. Terima kasih banyak. We hope
you enjoyed your short stay in Australia.
Lydia, Linda, Anna and Jarrod (aka L, L,
A and J) for unexpectedly decorating our
room and big thanks for flying over from the
East Coast, giving Dani yet another lovely
surprise.
Tanya Tompkin my make up artist and our
photographer (along with everything else,
including the night before and picking up/
dropping off Anna). Thanks so much for your
prompt and amazing photos and everything.
Little brother Bryan, wife Claire, and
children Shakura, Ethan and Harry for being
with us via video call. Thanks for making it
happen.
Graham Boston for sizing the rings.
To all our lovely guests who joined us and
made a magical day for all.

Wheatbelt Clinical
Psychology
Psychological health problems and
disorders
Work, career problems, business issues
and change of direction
Workers’ compensation
Legal reports
94 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay
Bindoon Medical Centre
Great Northern Highway, Bindoon

Richard Taylor
Member of the
Institute of Clinical Psychologists

Grief - Abuse
Relationship
Child Development

Registered Clinical Psychologist

To arrange appointment
Please Ph. 9574 2555

0427 447 190

Medicare provider

(business hours)

as the east and Indonesia.
We wish them every happiness, lots of joy
and a long, contented marriage.
Congratulations to you both.
Mum and Syd

beautiful bride and we wish you all the best
for a life time of happiness together.
Love from the Flowergirls
THE 18th of April 2010 was a very special
day for Roslyn Rowles. Arriving on a Harley,
ridden by ‘Daisy’ Day at her grandmother,
Mavis’s home, where she married her
beloved Dani Hamdani in the beautiful
setting by the wishing well.
After the ceremony, they left on a trike
ridden by Rick Turner for photoshoots
around Toodyay, her home town, and then
to a delicious reception at the Freemasons
Hotel. Joined by friends from near and a far

BRYAN Rowles, a Toodyay boy, who is
in the RAAF, was chosen to go to Villers
Bretonneux for the ANZAC service and had
the honour of reciting the Ode.
Well done Bryan.

Roslyn also attended ANZAC services in
Toodyay in her RAN uniform.
Very proud of you both.
Mum, Syd and families

Lost
DIGITAL camera in black case. Lost on
ANZAC Day at the ANZAC Park War
Memorial. Contains pictures of ANZAC
Parade and Toodyay Singers. Please call
Gale on 9574 4740.

Page 18. THE TOODYAY HERALD May 2010
workshop, ring Margot 9574 2823 to book
Birthdays
as there are limited places.
There is a great set of books I have recently
Nathan Wellburn
discovered by Susan Vreeland, one of which
Clayton Orgles
is in the Library and perhaps a few more
Fiona Orr
for a little while, as I have ordered some
Bella Menner
in. She writes researched, fictionalised,
Brad Menner
historical novels on an artist or an artwork.
Jarrod Higgins
It is fascinating to experience other times and
Yvonne Hasson
places and customs through the artist’s eye.
Ben Smart
And some things stay the same...
Toni Chimes
Remember our members get a good deal on
David Turnbull
entries, etc for our exhibitions and we have
Nancy Coe
recently negotiated a discount at Jacksons,
Dean Mills
so please update soon if you haven’t already.
Ruth Neil
For any information on Arts Toodyay, ring
Peter Connor
Wendy on 9574 4172.
Jordan Connor
John Neil snr
Lyn Bolton
Lyndell Siebermaier
Mary Ellen danger
Bob Adair
Mitchell Kelly
Toodyay Christian Fellowship
Adelle Currell
Joan Cook
Conversations that mean something
Torben Bendtsen

Healing in the Hills

Anniversaries
Sara & Rob Welburn

Arts Toodyay
Margot Watkins
“HAD I the heavens’ embroidered cloths”
(WB Yeats) could well have been a wish in
a few hearts last week as members struggled
to finish their entries for Bev’s brainwave the
‘Wearable’ Art Exhibition! With or without
heavenly assistance though, it all managed
to happen at the CWA Hall on Sunday 2nd
May. But more of that in June.
As we have all been so busy lately, this
month’s activity will be an inspirational
breath of fresh air, (literally) at our ‘En Plein
Air’ picnic at the old Katrine Church. We
are meeting on Sunday 23rd May at 10.30am
at Duke St for carpooling if desired and then
going on to the church (just over the river on
the Katrine Rd). Bring your own equipment
/ medium of choice, and lunch, thermos,
etc (in a traditional basket perhaps?) I saw
two beautiful black swans on the river there
recently, so there is plenty of subject matter
around to inspire you. Everyone is welcome
of course.
The wire sculpture workshop on the 19th,
originally intended for members, was fully
booked by people from the Hills / Chidlow
/ Gidgie areas so there will be another
scheduled in June (The date for this will be
finalised at May’s meeting on the 4th, 7pm).
The visitors were very enthusiastic, worked
hard and made some fabulous sculptures!
One couple who attended will be moving
to Toodyay soon and will bring a new and
wonderful creative input to our town when
they do come. Something to look forward
to: if you are interested in the second wire

TOO often our communications with
people around us are superficial and polite.
But meaningful and enjoyable contact and
conversation are rare and usually take place
with real friends and family.
Don’t you love it when you bump into a
friend you haven’t seen for ages? The kind
of friend where it feels like the conversation
just takes off from where it was last time.
even though it might’ve been a couple of
years before? It reflects a deep precious
connection not affected by time.
In a prayer Jesus prayed moments before
he was betrayed, he prayed for all of his
friends both then and right down through
the years until now. One of the crucial things
he asked for was that all of us who live lives
of connectedness with him would be of one
heart and mind with Him and His Father.
And that the love of His Father would be
very noticeable in us.
Human nature seems to have a brilliant
habit of accentuating the negative so it
appears we’re not of one heart and mind.
But each time we walk back into the running
conversation with Jesus that’ll eventually last
beyond time and space, we realise the love
that already exists is just a taste of what’s
still to come.
There is an account in Luke’s Gospel
about a conversation that two men had with
Jesus. At the end of the conversation Jesus
simply disappeared, but the men were left
gob smacked; that talk with Jesus profoundly
changed their lives for eternity.
If this kind of connectedness with Jesus
has never been your experience, ask yourself
the big question: do you really want a
relationship, an ongoing conversation with
the best friend you could ever have, God’s
presence with you walking with you through
all of life’s dilemmas? Now, here are
conversations that mean something.
Your next big question should be: how do
I get started in this relationship? It is simple;
just tell God you want to start today.

Thai massage involves muscles compression,
acupressure and joint mobilization. It may help to:
Relieve muscular tension
Relieve joint tension
Increase flexibility
Increase range of motion
Relax & Energize the body
Assist alignment & body posture
Enhance the body’s ability to heal itself

For more information or appointment
For more info Google “What is Thai Massage”

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
* Fence Lines
* Contour Banks
* Ripping

Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf
WE have had a busy month in April with a
visit from Goomalling and York Senior Clubs
and, later into the month, our club visited the
Wanneroo Senior Club. I could not attend but
I understand everyone had a good time and
we look forward to a visit from them later
in the year.
On the 11 th of May the club is off to
Fremantle for a day trip by bus with morning
tea and a lunch of fish and chips then a trip
around Fremantle before our return home to
Toodyay.
The only birthday for this month is Joan
Cook on the 29th. Have a very happy birthday
Joan.
Other activities coming up are morning tea
with the Red Cross on 7th May and, on the
19th, a visit to York Seniors Club.

CWA Celebrates
Renewal with OPR
THE Country Women’s Association of
Western Australia Inc (CWA) is pleased
to announce Oakajee Port and Rail (OPR)
as major sponsor of the 2010 CWA State
Conference to be held in Geraldton on 14
July 2010.
The OPR sponsorship will support CWA’s
50th Anniversary celebration of the first
country conference, held in Geraldton, the
capital of the Mid West region of Western
Australia, in 1960.
The conference also heralds a new era
for the CWA with the creation of a new
management structure directly representing
members in CWA Branches in the community.
CWA State President, Mrs Alice Adamson
said OPR’s sponsorship befitted the occasion,
endorsing the importance of regional centres
in the development of Western Australian
communities and their economies and the
transformational and collective outcomes of
focused change.
“Geraldton has hosted five country
conferences since our first country conference
in 1960 and at this important stage in the
further expansion of Mid West economic
development we welcome the backing of
one of the major infrastructure development
companies supporting this region,” said Mrs
Adamson. “Just as the Oakajee port and rail
project is designed to transform the way
bulk export companies operate throughout
the Mid West, this year’s 86th CWA State
Conference marks an operational management
transformation for our organisation.
“This year we celebrate a new structure
incorporating the election of our first State
Management Committee by all members and
also the first year of operation of our Strategic
Plan which was adopted in 2009. Further, we
note the entrepreneurial nature of several of
our regions in establishing branches which are
attracting younger members able to manage
and progress vital issues affecting individual
communities, our State and Australia as a
whole.”
OPR Community and Public Relations
Manager Kim Pervan said OPR was proud
to support an organisation so influential in
supporting the wellbeing of communities and
their progressive development.
“While advancing the development of
the Oakajee port and new rail that will
enable the broader Mid West region to
link with our international communities,
OPR recognises the critical support of the
local communities in which we operate,”
said Ms Pervan. “We are delighted for this
opportunity to acknowledge the mutual
endeavours of organisations nurturing and
sustaining the ongoing wellbeing of kindred
neighbourhoods.”
OPR is the developer of the Oakajee
deepwater port, 25 kilometres north of
Geraldton. It will also construct 570
kilometres of rail linking regional mines
and the port.

Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566
PHONE/FAX 9574 2922
Phone Patrick

9574 4402

0-12 YEARS BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL

Women in
Leadership
THE Foundation for Australian Agricultural
Women (FAAW) will be unveiling a series
of new initiatives throughout the year,
including the Global Interactive Library
and the unique Innovation Labs to provide
women in leadership in rural and regional
Australia with further learning, business and
sponsorship opportunities.
 	 The challenges of rural and regional
women in leadership require different
solutions to their urban counterparts, and
FAAW has designed tools specifically for
women living and working in rural and
regional areas.
President of FAAW, Jane Cleeve, said
the new initiatives will introduce greater
diversity of opportunities. “We will be
enriching rural and regional Australia
as women in leadership will have better
connections with business leaders who will
help women make things happen, whether
they are organising a community event or
have a revolutionary business idea.”
A tele-learning series successfully launched
in 2009 will continue in 2010. The telelearning series, which can be accessed from
any landline, connects women from around
the country with leadership expertise.. The
purpose of the series is to empower women to
become more effective and confident leaders
at home, in the community and in business.
The tele-learning project is supported by
funding from the Australian Government
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry (DAFF) as part of its Recognising
Women Farmers initiative. More information
about the series can be found at www.faaw.
org.au.
The Global Interactive Library is expected
to launch mid-2010 with four distinct
sections, including an online information
resource and forum. The Library will be
a dynamic exchange centre for users from
Australia and around the world to share
information they find interesting or helpful.
The Library will also connect women in
leadership to discuss insights, issues and
solutions relevant to rural and regional areas.
The Global Interactive Library is funded
by the Department of Families, Housing,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
(FaHCSIA).
“FAAW will be providing content through
Forums, Seminars and workshops but more
importantly will encourage users to interact
from their knowledge and experience on the
site. The Library is a place of knowledge
creation. The Innovation Labs, the most
ambitious part of our plans, will follow later
this year and be developed over the next two
years,” Ms Cleeve said.
The Innovation Labs will link women
with new business ideas and inventions
to others with common interests and with
experts and potential investors. Supported
by a network of sponsors, including leading
organisations in the field of law, agriculture,
communication, engineering, and art, the
Innovation Labs will provide a direct line
between the business idea and investment
capital and support.
“The Innovation Labs are designed to
create business opportunities. We will
feature an online gallery for rural artists and
photographers to sell their work, as well as
provide opportunities for women who have
ideas, perhaps for sustainable farming,
healthcare or design, to discuss their plans
with experienced professionals in innovation
and development,” Ms Cleeve said.
The idea of the Innovation Labs has been
positively received by business, with a
prominent law firm and several companies in
discussion with the Foundation. Ms Cleeve
said this initial interest demonstrates the
value and faith business has in women from
rural and regional areas.
“Women are important to the long-term
development and sustainability of our rural
and regional areas. With the new tools we
currently have, and those we will implement,
women in rural and regional areas will have
the support they need to take truly significant
strides,” Ms Cleeve concluded.

Plain Packaging for
Cigarettes
THE AMA(WA) says the introduction of
plain packaging for tobacco products will
have a significant impact of the number
of people trying to quit or about to take up
smoking.
“There’s no doubt that cigarette companies
use attractive, eye-catching packaging as a
lure for smokers,” said association President

Prof Gary Geelhoed.
“If you remove the bait inevitably fewer
people will be tempted to buy this poisonous
product.”
Prof Geelhoed said the Federal Government
should be congratulated for raising the bar in
the fight against smoking.
“Selling cigarettes in plain packs will make
the graphic health warnings they carry even
more prominent and encourage anyone
trying to quit to go ahead and do it.
“What’s more, we urge the government
to go even further by raising the tax on
cigarettes which history has shown always
has a deterrent effect on smokers.”
Prof Geelhoed said the Federal
Government’s packaging restrictions would
give a further boost to the anti-smoking
campaign in WA where the accelerated pace
of smoking reform is set to make the State a
showcase for the rest of the world.
“When new regulations come into effect in
WA next September extending smoking bans
to most alfresco dining areas, in cars carrying
children, on most beaches and prohibiting the
display of cigarettes at point of sale, WA will
become a world leader in smoking reform,”
he said.
“At the same time popular outdoor venues
such as the Perth Royal Show and the Perth
Zoo have become totally smoke free and
the community will bring pressure on other
venues to follow suit.
“The combination of all these initiatives
will bring major health benefits to WA as the
reduction in smoking-related illnesses helps
ease the burden on the State’s public health
system.”

Undescribed
Species in
Wheatbelt Reserve
A SURVEY of small fauna near the Wheatbelt
town of York has led to the discovery of several
undescribed species of insects and spiders.
The Gwambygine Pool Conservation
Reserve is home to one of the last remaining
permanent deep water pools along the Avon
river. Through funding from Wheatbelt Natural
Resource Management (Wheatbelt NRM),
zoologist, David Knowles has sampled and
photographed more than 400 insects, spiders,
centipedes, millipedes and slaters.
“This is an area rich in biodiversity and a
significant proportion of these smaller species
will be undescribed or new to science,” David
Knowles said. “Invertebrates play a crucial
ecological role as major pollinators, sap
suckers, leaf pruners, recyclers, predators and
prey.
“The Gwambygine pool exists in an
environment quickly going to salt, so we’re
seeing fauna being forced to migrate west from
the inland Wheatbelt, to where fresh water
exists.”
The local community through the York River
Conservation Society made the survey possible

after applying for funding through Wheatbelt
NRM. The group has been working since 1990
to repair the river, including re-vegetating
banks, removal of silt and re-establishing the
islands in the shallow stretches of the stream.
David Knowles said while he was confident
new species existed at the Gwambygine Pool
Conservation Reserve, the difficulty would be
naming and identifying them.
“These animals will now have to wait in
a museum queue for identification, which
requires considerable time and money,” David
Knowles said. “What is important to know is
that this is the only major invertebrate survey,

LOSE WEIGHT - FEEL GREAT
with

HERBALIFE
Calorie controlled weight management
programme
For personalised programme ring
Edith Welburn on 1800 818 289
email welburn@iinet.net.au
Or order your products at
Welburn@iinet.net.au

supported by pictures of recorded species, ever
done in Western Australia.
“It has revealed a wealth of species reliant on
mature stands of riverside vegetation, despite
the understorey being dominated by weeds.”
Wheatbelt NRM has funded the survey to
increase community awareness of insects and
their role in the environment. The results from
David Knowles’ stocktake will be finalised in
May, and made available on the Wheatbelt
NRM website at www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au

Stubble Burning
Risk to Power
Supplies
WESTERN Power and WAFarmers are
reminding farmers to take precautions to
prevent power outages and damage to power
poles during the stubble burning season.
Western Power has recorded a number
of incidents in Wongan Hills and Badgin
east of York, where five poles were burnt
down and another 10 were scorched as a
result of stubble burning. The incidents
caused power to be cut to local residents.
In Kondinin and Merredin 11 poles have
burned in the past couple of months due to
stubble burning.
Western Power reminds farmers they can
potentially be held liable for the cost of
repairs to damaged poles if stubble burning
gets out of control on their property.
Western Power’s Country Services Branch
Manager, Mr Dennis Smith, said, while
farmers were becoming more aware of
the need to clear vegetation around power
poles, dampen poles before stubble burning
and check them afterwards, they still need
to remain vigilant.
“These fires can smoulder for days
before catching alight and burning down
the pole. Farmers should soak power
poles before and after burning, especially
steel reinforced poles because the stubble
often gets caught behind the steel and can
smoulder for days.
“When poles burn down, it can affect
power supplies for a number of hours while
Western Power crews replace poles and restrings wires.” Mr Smith said.
The WAFarmers President Mike Norton
said it was important for farmers to take
care when stubble burning.
“Taking a few simple precautions, such as
checking fires regularly for problems, and
paying attention to weather conditions, can
prevent damage to poles and help farmers
avoid the unnecessary costs for repairs,” Mr
Norton said.
Farmers requiring more information about
precautions for stubble burning can contact
Western Power on 13 10 87.
Tips
- Check to see if there are any powerlines
and power poles on your property;
- If there are poles, clear any vegetation
around the base of the poles by at least
1.5 metres;
- Do not rake wind-rows beneath or
adjacent to powerlines or poles;
- Wet pole bases thoroughly to avoid
accidental combustion;
- Check local fire warnings and avoid
stubble burning when conditions are
not suitable;
- Check fires regularly to make sure they
are not causing problems, and
- If, despite these precautions, poles are
damaged; immediately contact Western
Power fault and emergency line on 13
13 51
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Toodyay Walkies Talkies
Keeping Fit By Walking
Sally Craddock
Wednesday Bush Walks
These Wednesday rural walks visit places
of scenic beauty around Toodyay such as
Rugged Hills, Wongamine, Conostylis and
Springbank. They provide an opportunity to
familiarise oneself with Toodyay’s varied
flora and wildlife and the beauty of the
changing seasons. The walks start at 7.00am
in the cooler months with car pooling being
an option where appropriate. Each walk takes
about an hour and a half and is wonderful
for promoting fitness, camaraderie and the
challenge of an early rise!
Additional walkers are very welcome.
DAY /DATE

Please phone 9574 2118 to confirm starting
times, destination and meeting points.
Prim Allen
THE list of walks in the Herald last month
was incorrect and I hope did not confuse you.
The Monday and Friday walks are as
listed below and start at 6.30am. Do wear
appropriate footwear and take water. For
those who wish, we bring our own makings
for a cuppa afterwards.
Any ideas for walks or timing, please let
us know.
For more information call Prim on 0419
917 266.

THE WALK

MEETING PLACE

7
10
14
17
21
24
28
31

James Cottage
Subway/Pelham
Two Bridges
West Toodyay
River and Mini Rail
James Cottage
Subway/Pelham
Two Bridges

Next to Old Catholic Church
Duidgee Park
Duidgee Park
Donegan’s Cottage
Duidgee Park
Next to Old Catholic Church
Duidgee Park
Duidgee Park

Fri
4
Mon 7
Fri
11

West Toodyay
River and Mini Rail
James Cottage

Donegan’s Cottage
Duidgee Park
Next to Old Catholic Church

May
Fri
Mon
Fri
Mon
Fri
Mon
Fri
Mon
June

Be Active and Have Fun

Authorised Distributor For:

A BlueScope Company

Local Distributor
Local Service

Gross Capacities 12,000 - 2.6 million litres
Available in ZINVALUME®/COLORBOND® Steel

AVON VALLEY PEST
CONTROL
(P.H.D. LIC 655)

Chris Openshaw
FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL REQUIREMENTS

PO Box 18
Toodyay

Telephone
9574 2639

Call & ask for a
Pioneer Deal!
Wedlake Plumbing
Toll Free: 1800 999 599 Tel: 9574 2092
www.pioneertanks.com.au Mob: 0407 448 565

