
Page 20. THE TOODYAY HERALD October 2009

news from 

Shireur

Administration Centre
15 Fiennes St, (PO Box 96) TOODYAY  WA  6566
Mon to Fri: 8.30am - 4.30pm

T: 9574 2258
F: 9574 2158
E: records@toodyay.wa.gov.au

State & Federal parliamentarians, Councillors 
from Toodyay and neighbouring Shires, 

Council staff,  local business owners and Toodyay 
District High School students were all present 
on Monday 21 September 2009 for the official 
opening of the Stirling Terrace Upgrade Project.  
At a cost of $3.25 million, this has been the 
largest single construction project undertaken 
by the Shire of Toodyay to date. 

Shire President, Cr Charlie Wroth gave the 
assembled guests a brief history of the town 
and told of his pride in being involved with such 
a progressive community. He thanked all those 
who contributed to the success of the project; 
especially the Shire’s outside workforce and 
senior management staff. Local businessman 
and President of the Toodyay Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry, Mr Mike Knowles 
thanked the Shire outside workforce for the high 
standard of work and for the courtesy shown 
towards local business owners, especially in 
their efforts to minimise disruptions during 
business hours. 

Premier Colin Barnett was represented at 
the opening by the Hon Grant Woodhams, 
Speaker for the Legislative Assembly & Member 
for Moore. Mr Woodhams, a frequent visitor 

to Toodyay, praised the project and the vast 
improvement it had made to the town. 

The Hon Gary Gray, Parliamentary Secretary 
for Western and Northern Australia was called 
upon to declare the upgrade officially open. Mr 
Gray applauded the ‘self reliance’ of the people 
of Toodyay and the sense of spirit that embodies 
the Toodyay community in their co-operation 
during the project. Mr Gray also acknowledged 
the support given to the upgrade by 
the Federal Member for Pearce, the Hon 
Judi Moylan. 
He invited Ms Moylan to join him in 
unveiling the commemorative plaque. 

The opening was the end to a lengthy 
and complex project that saw the 
Shire combine forces with both local 
and regional contractors to ensure a 
timely outcome. Special mentions and 
congratulations went to the Chief Executive 
Officer, Graham Merrick for his foresight and 
perseverance, Manager Community Services, 

Stirling Terrace Upgrade Officially Opened
Ms Annique Gray for her project management 
and administrative contribution, the Shire 
of Toodyay outside workforce for their sheer 
hard work and quality workmanship and to 
Manager Works & Services, Ashley Grundy for 
his dedication, local knowledge and wealth 
of experience that enabled the project to 
succeed. 

The new Stirling Terrace is a fitting statement 
of the pride that the 
community of Toodyay 
feels for their town. 
Left: The official unveiling - Hon 
Gary Gray,  Hon Judi Moylan & Cr 
Charlie Wroth.

Right: Hon Max Trenorden, 
Hon Judi Moylan, Hon 
Gary Gray, Hon Grant 
Woodhams & 
Cr Charlie Wroth

CANDIDATES ELECTED UNOPPOSED
East Ward One vacancy 4 year term John Prater
North Ward One vacancy 4 year term kevin Hogg
West Ward One vacancy 4 year term bob Jackson

ELECTION TO bE HELD 17 OCTObER 2009

Central Ward One vacancy 4 year term
Willem (Pim) Nouwland
Joshua Jackson

CHIEF POLLING PLACE
Shire Administration Centre, 15 Fiennes Street, Toodyay

EARLY VOTING PLACE

From the President
Cr Charlie Wroth

The official opening of the Stirling Terrace 
Upgrade was held on Monday 21 September 

2009. The culmination of years of planning, 
preparation and sheer hard work by the 
Shire outside workforce, senior managers 
and contractors, the opening showcased the 
fantastic result that was achieved by this project. 
Also acknowledged was the co-operation and 
support from local residents and business 
owners.  

Regarding Local Government structural 
reform, following public meetings and 

Council forums, the Chief Executive Officer was 
requested to prepare a draft submission based 
on community feedback. The community 
had indicated overwhelmingly the wish to 
‘stand alone’ and not to pursue a merger with 
Chittering, Northam or other surrounding 
Shires. The draft submission, made available to 
the public for comment, conveyed this message 
and outlined the reasons for Toodyay wanting to 
stand alone. At this point, no ‘fall back’ position 
has been formulated. 

The draft submission was presented to a 
Special Meeting of Council held on Thursday 24 
September 2009, at the Memorial Hall. Council 
resolved to submit the doucument with minor 
amendments. 

It is with great sadness this month that we 
learnt of the passing of Rica Erickson. Rica’s 

name was synonymous with the history of 
Toodyay. A well-known author and respected 
historian and botanist, Rica made an enormous 
contribution to the documentation and 
preservation of Toodyay’s unique heritage 
for future generations. The value of this work 
cannot be underestimated and together with 
fellow Councillors and Shire staff we offer our 
condolences to her family and friends.

SENIORS WEEk 2009

Seniors are encouraged to take the 
opportunity to attend a free information and 

activities day on Friday October 30 to celebrate 
Seniors Week 2009. A free bus service to the 
Goomalling Sports Pavilion will leave Toodyay 
at 8.30am from the Showgrounds. 
The day will include
   -The importance of good nutrition 
   -Understanding & managing your medication 
   -Importance of fitness
   -Falls Prevention
   -Light impact sporting games

 This is a great opportunity for seniors to learn 
about healthy alternatives and the importance 
of decision making for their future health, as 
well as a chance to meet and socialise with other 
seniors from neighbouring towns. Healthy food 
and fun activities combine to create a fun day 
out for everyone.

Sponsored by Seniors Week 2009, Council on 
the Ageing, LotteryWest and the Department 
of Communities, this event is free of charge 
with morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea 
provided. 

If you would like any more information 
regarding this Information and Activities 
Day please contact Joanna Buegge, Avon Be 
Active Coordinator on 0428 291 302 or e-mail 
avonbeactive@goomalling.wa.gov.au

SkATE PARk STEERING COMMITTEE 

Young members of the Toodyay Skate Park 
Steering Committee met for the first time 

yesterday to 
c o m m e n c e 
d i s c u s s i o n s 
regarding the 
design and 
construction of 
the proposed 
Toodyay Skate 
Park.  

Eight students along with Fr. Gabriel and the 
Avon Be Active Coordinator Jo Beugge discussed 
the purpose and aims of the committee. 
Members were asked to investigate the best 
location for the new park and how vandal 
proofing, cleaning and maintenance could be 
incorporated in the park’s management plan. 

A field trip to Perth was also proposed with 
the intention to visit other skate parks and 
to gain ideas for design & layout. The trip will 
take place on Wednesday 7 October 2009. Any 
other young people interested in joining the 
field trip can contact Joanna Buegge, Avon 
BeActive Coordinator on 0428 291 302 or 
e-mail avonbeactive@goomalling.wa.gov.au by 
Monday 5 October.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS - 17 OCTObER 2009
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Toodyay Visitor Centre
7 Piesse St, Toodyay
7 Days Per Week: 9am - 4pm

T: 9574 2435
F: 9574 2431
E: visitorscentre@toodyay.wa.gov.au

Toodyay Library
96 Stirling Tce, Toodyay
Mon to Fri: 9am - 5pm, Sat: 9am - 1pm 

T: 9574 2323
F: 9574 2323
E: library@toodyay.wa.gov.au

SHIRE OF TOODAY
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL

CHANGE OF DATE
Council in accordance with Section 5.5 of the 
Local Government Act 1995 hereby advises that 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council scheduled to 
be held on Thursday 8 October 2009 at 7.00pm 
will be held on Thursday 15 October 2009 at 
7.00pm in the Julimar Fire Shed, Julimar Road, 
Julimar.

MANDATORY REGULATIONS FOR HARD 
WIRED SMOkE ALARMS

From 1 October 2009 mains powered smoke 
alarms must be fitted in all existing residential 
buildings prior to sale and when a new tenancy 
agreement is signed for rental properties. If there 
are no tenancy changes in rental properties, 
then mains powered smoke alarms must be 
fitted by 1 October 2011. 

As of 1 October 2009, these requirements 
are mandatory under Section 248 of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1960, Section 9.60 of the Local Government 
Act 1995 and the Building Amendments 
Regulations 2009.

While these regulations are currently self-
policing, the Shire of Toodyay can, in the course 
of investigating non-compliance, inspect a 
property and issue a rectification notice or an 
infringement notice. A maximum penalty of 
$5000.00 for non-compliance exists.

Further information regarding the new smoke 
alarm regulations can be obtained from the 
Shire Administration Office, 15 Fiennes Street 
Toodyay or downloaded from www.toodyay.
wa.gov.au   

COUNCIL DATES
15 October 2009: Ordinary Meeting of 

Council,  Julimar Fire Shed, 7pm
(located opp. Bluegum Way on Julimar 
Road)

17 October 2009:  Local Government 
Elections. 

19 October 2009: Special Meeting of 
Council, Council Chambers, 7pm

F O R   P U B L I C    C O M M E N T

Forward written comments to:
Graham Merrick - ChieF exeCutive OFFiCer

Shire of toodyay 
PO Box 96   tOODYAY   WA   6566

PUbLIC CONSULTATION – CHANGING 
METHODS OF VALUATION OF LAND

The Shire of Toodyay is proposing to amend its 
method of valuing land for the purpose of rating 
properties. A document outlining the proposal 
and its implications has been developed to 
explain the purpose of the review and the 
process involved in changing the methods of 
valuation of land.

Submissions on the proposed changing 
methods of valuation of land close 4.00pm 
Friday 6 November 2009. 

Further information regarding issues for public 
comment can be obtained from the Shire 
website - www.toodyay.wa.gov.au or from the 
Shire Administration Centre, 15 Fiennes Street, 
Toodyay, or by phoning the Development 
Services Unit on 9574 2258.

NEWCASTLE GAOL MUSEUM
CLINTON STREET TOODYAY
OPEN DAILY 10.00 AM - 3.00 PM
Admission:
$3.00 pp
$10.00 per family
TDHS students and children under 6 free.

into the 
unknown

-explorations in western 
australia-

A new exhibition now showing at the 
Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Library News
Due to ongoing renovations, please note that  
our regular programs, Sharing a Good Read, 
Baby Rhyme Time and Story Time have been 
temporarily suspended until further notice.  
Apologies for any inconvenience.

POSitiONS vACANt
Builder/Carpenter/Building trades All rounder

Applications are invited from interested persons for the 
position of Building Maintenance Officer. Applicants must be 
able to undertake new construction works, renovations, repairs 
and general building maintenance to a variety of buildings and 
projects on behalf of Council.

Salary is negotiable between $40,000 - $48,000 dependent 
upon the skills & experience of the applicants. A motor vehicle/
tool allowance is offered with the position. Registered builders 
and tradespersons will be viewed favourably but this should not 
discourage unqualified persons from applying.

Further information can be obtained by contacting Sam 
Mastrolembo on 9574 2258 or email mgcs@toodyay.wa.gov.au.

All relevant details of the applicants experience are to be 
forwarded with referee contacts to the undersigned by no later 
than 4.00pm, Friday 16 October 2009. 

Graham Merrick
ChieF exeCutive OFFiCer

Council invites public comment on the 
following: 

PROPOSED CLASS II LANDFILL FACILITY 
LOT 11 CHITTY ROAD, TOODYAY

The Shire of Toodyay has received an application 
for a Class II Landfill Facility at Lot 11 Chitty 
Road, Toodyay. 

Lot 11 Chitty Road, Toodyay has an existing 
clay excavation and it is proposed that this 
extraction area be filled with Class II Landfill 
Waste.  The Landfill Facility is not proposed to 
be open to the public and is proposed to cater 
for Class II Waste which includes; Clean Fill, 
Type 1 and 2 Inert Waste, Putrescible Wastes or 
Type 1 and 2 Special Waste and Contaminated 
Solid Waste.

Submissions close 4.00pm Thursday, 15 
October 2009. 

DRAFT LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 
OUTbUILDINGS IN RURAL RESIDENTIAL 

AREAS
The Shire of Toodyay has the capacity to make 
policies to guide land use and development.  
To ensure that the views and opinions of the 
community are considered, draft policies are 
advertised for public comment as part of the 
preparation process.

The Shire of Toodyay has recently prepared 
a draft policy LLP.23 Outbuildings in Rural 
Residential Areas. The draft policy is proposed 
to provide direction on the area, height and 
location of the outbuilding in Rural Residential 
Areas.

Submissions close 4.00pm Wednesday 21 
October 2009. 

DRAFT POLICY FOR PUbLIC COMMENT
A.13 – PURCHASE OF LAND FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF RECREATION 
FACILITIES IN AND AROUND THE 

ExISTING SHOWGROUND SITE
The Shire of Toodyay has drafted a policy which 
will set out Council’s position and process for 
purchasing land that becomes available for 
purchase/sale within the area that has been 
identified for the expansion of recreation 
facilities.  To ensure that the views and opinions 
of the community are considered, this draft 
policy is being advertised for public comment 
as part of the preparation process.

A copy of the draft policy can be obtained from 
the Shire of Toodyay Administration Centre and 
can be downloaded from Council’s website 
www.toodyay.wa.gov.au.

Submissions close 4.00pm on Wednesday 
21 October 2009.

All submissions received will be presented 
to Council for consideration as part of the 
adoption of the draft policy.  The Council may 
make changes to the policy as part of this 
process.

PROPOSED TEMPORARY ROAD 
CLOSURE

The Shire of Toodyay has received an application 
from the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry Inc for a temporary road closure in 
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay between Piesse Street 
and Oddfellow Street on Friday 11 December 
2009 from 5.00pm to 10.00pm for the Toodyay 
Christmas Street Party. 

Submissions close 4.00pm  Friday 30 October 
2009.  

PUBLIC NOTICES

TOODYAY TEAM SPORTS CHALLENGE

Nominations for the inaugural ‘Toodyay Team 
Sports Challenge’ are open until 9 October 
2009. 

The Challenge is open to anyone over the age 
of sixteen and will involve a variety of different 
sports over a seven week period. The Challenge 
will commence on Tuesday 20 October at 
6.00pm.

Each team must consist of six members, with at 
least three females on each team. If you would 
like to be involved, but do not have a team 
of six to nominate, please contact Jo Buegge 
Avon Be Active Coordinator on 0428 291 302 or 
e-mail avonbeactive@goomalling.wa.gov.au to  
register your interest and where possible you 
will be placed in a team. 

Take up the Challenge to have fun and get fit 
at the same time.

FREE COMMUNITY  WORM FARM & 
COMPOST bIN WORkSHOPS
Sponsored by the Shire of Toodyay

Morangup Community Centre
Wednesday 21 October, 7.00 – 9.00pm

Saturday 14 November, 10.00am – 12noon
Toodyay Community Centre

Saturday 24 October, 10.00am – 12noon
Tuesday 10 November, 7.00 – 9.00pm

Saturday 5 December, 10.00am – 12noon
Places are limited, for bookings please contact 
the Shire Adminstration Centre on 9574 2258

Discover the facts, maps and diaries 
of the explorers in the Avon area, 

including Ensign Dale, Drummond, 
Gregory, Austin & Sir John Forrest
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2010
TOODYAY

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

Please direct all your advertising
enquiries or requirements

to Caroline on Tel: 9622 5500,
Fax: 9622 1011

or email:
directories.avonadvocate@ruralpress.com

The Shire of Toodyay will handle all
Telephone Listings and Community

Organisation enquiries.

ADVERTISING
BOOKINGS ARE

NOW OPEN ~
DEADLINE

DECEMBER 11

HURRY!!

healthy living
Notes from the 

Surgery
Richard Walkey

IN the hope that we can deliver a better 
service, there is a recorded message prior to 
the receptionist answering your call which 
contains some basic information about the 
practice. Whilst it may seem a different way 
to have your call answered we hope it will 
help us run more smoothly and on time.
 It has been calculated that excess body 
weight adds up to 70,000 extra cases of 
cancer per year in Europe alone. Weight is 
important and remains a balance calorie-wise 
of what goes in versus what is burnt off, a 
sensible amount of exercise and enjoying life 
to the full.
	 It	may	well	be	that	eating	some	oily	fish	
in	the	first	year	of	life	could	reduce	the	risk	
of childhood eczema. Studies from Norway 
point	to	a	79%	lower	risk	if	oily	fish	is	eaten	
once	a	week	by	the	age	of	two.
 The debate about the role of aspirin in 
preventing heart problems goes on but it 
could have a role in improving survival 
if someone has non-metastatic colorectal 
cancer from an 83 to 88 % 5 year survival 
rate.
	 HRT	has	been	a	recognised	risk	factor	in	
developing breast cancer and it may well be 
a	risk	for	ovarian	cancer	as	well.	The	risk	is	
real but equates to one extra ovarian cancer 
case	for	every	8300	women	taking	hormone	
therapy each year. 
 In 2009 the Breast Screen WA van provided 
mammography to 302 women as opposed 
to	285	in	2007.	Pink	Ribbon	Day	will	be	on	
the	26th	October	this	year	so	wear	Pink	and	
support	the	fight	against	Breast	Cancer	.
 Whiplash is a contentious issue with some 
authorities	 believing	 cases	 are	 inflated	 by	
the desire for compensation if they exist 
at all. Use of MRI scanners may lead to a 
change in this belief and in treatment. The 
MRI scanners were able to detect differences 
in	fat	infiltration	to	muscles	after	injury.	If	
this is a way of detecting those who have 

genuine injuries and is measurable, then the 
effectiveness of different treatments can also 
be evaluated and compared. The end result 
should be less pain and disability to those 
that matter ie the patient.
 The Male menopause could exist but 
is	 less	 easily	 defined	 than	menopause	 in	
women. Ageing, certain medications such 
as anabolic steroids and opiates, serious 
illnesses	like	sleep	apnoea	or	chronic	airways	
disease, head injuries, excessive exercise, 
severe obesity etc can all affect hormone 
levels which should be measured on two 
separate morning blood samples. Low 
testosterone can cause reduced libido, hot 
flushes	and	sweats,	sleep	problems	and	those	
of concentration or depression. Treatment 
can be the same as for oestrogen therapy 
with tablets, gel, injections and patches 
available. It can also have side effects or 
contraindications such as raised prostate 
specific	 antigen	 (PSA)	 or	 erythrocytosis,	
unstable congestive cardiac failure. It can 
also be monitored.
	 And,	for	those	that	like	trivia,	in	the	USA	
28,000 emergency department visits are from 
cheerleading accidents and up to 90% of US 
paper money has traces of cocaine.

Psychological 
Health

Richard Taylor
Registered Clinical Psychologist
Member of the Institute of Clinical 
Psychologists

Personal Helpers and Mentors, Toodyay 
Western Australia

THIS	month	I	would	like	to	highlight	the	
innovative	work	of	an	organisation	based	in	
Toodyay, the Personal Helpers and Mentors 
Programme	(PHaMs).	
 I recently nominated PHaMs for a Mental 
Health Good Outcomes Award because 
of its invaluable grassroots and hands-on 

psychological	(mental)	health	programme	
that	works	to	assist	people	throughout	the	
Wheatbelt.
 Members of PHaMs staff have been 
working	with	my	 consulting	 practice	 to	
assist individuals with problems such 
as	 chronic	 depression.	 They	work	with	
individuals in their home environment, or 
in	settings	such	as	school	or	the	workplace.	
They also assist people to deal with such 
things as the legal system. 
	 In	this	way	their	work	helps	to	facilitate	
the fusion of clinical and environmental 
psychology. The latter is something that has 
to	be	taken	into	account	as	environmental	
factors can exacerbate or minimise 
both psychological wellness as well as 
psychological	(mental)	disorder.	
	 By	listening	to	people’s	needs	and	talking	
to practitioners such as myself, the PHaMs 
Programme helps people to improve their 
quality of life.
 The help the PHaMs Programme provides 
could be described as helping a person 
climb a ladder. The ladder is the support 
they can offer, however the client has to 
be willing to step off each rung in order 
to move to the next one. In other words 
the client has to lift their own foot to go 
forward.
	 Importantly,	 the	 work	 undertaken	 by	
PHaMs shows there is nothing wrong or 
unusual about having a psychological 
disorder	(mental	illness)	–	they	emphasise	
that the person is special and are less 
concerned with symptoms and theories.

St John 
Ambulance

Raffle
THE	 Christmas	 Stocking	 raffle	 was	
drawn on Saturday 19th August,  having 
raised	 $2974.00.	 Congratulations	 to	
Claudette	White	of	Bassendean	who	won	
the	 stocking	 and	 to	Denise	Galloway	 of	
Northam who won second prize, a quilt 
donated by the Saturday Quilting Group. 
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	donated	items	
for	 the	stocking,	and	for	your	support	of	
the local Ambulance service by purchasing 
tickets.
On the Road
Last month crews travelled a total of 
4593km,	in	some	36	call	outs.	These	calls	
included 8 trauma, 20 medical, 6 cardiac 
and 2 other.
First Aid Update
The	 two-day,	weekend	 Senior	 First	Aid	
course held on 12th September was a small 
but eager class, with all students passing 
with	flying	colours.
	 Next	First	Aid	Course:	Flexible	Learning	
Course	for	those	whose	current	First	Aid	
certificate	is	due	to	run	out	is	being	held	on	
Wednesday 14th October. Registration and 
Home	 study	 packs	 available	 from	 Jenny	
now.	The	final	two-day	course	for	anyone	
needing	First	Aid,	especially	for	work	next	
year will be held on Saturday/Sunday 14th 

Chiropractic Field 
Work Goes North

BOB	Mattin,	 local	Toodyay	Chiropractor	
for	the	past	30	years,	and	Senior	Clinician	
at	Murdoch	University	Chiropractic	Clinic,	
supervised several 5th year chiropractic 
students	 on	 a	 one-week	 external	 clinic	 at	
the Ord Valley Aboriginal Health Services, 
Kununurra. 
 The students provided free treatment to 
the indigenous population, and other local 
people	working	in	the	shire	area.	One	student	
from Macquarie University Sydney, NSW, 
who	was	 on	 an	Allied	Clinical	Placement	
Scholarship	 Scheme	 (AHCPSS),	 also	
participated. 
	 AHCPSS	is	designed	to	assist	allied	health	
students	 to	 undertake	 clinical	 placement	
in rural or remote Australian communities 
during their higher education studies and 
is funded by the Australian Government 
Department	of	Health	and	Aging.	
 This was the third year Bob Mattin has 
supervised	 this	 external	 field	 clinic.	The	
clinic was located at the Aboriginal Health 
Clinic	 which	 is	 serviced	 by	 5	 medical	
doctors and associated staff. The students 
also travelled to remote areas supported by 
the clinic and were very busy providing care 
that is not normally available to indigenous 
people. 
 The final year students conducted 
general health assessments, but essentially 
concentrated on muscle and bone problems 
such	as	back,	neck,	arm,	leg,	shoulder,	hip	
and	knee	problems.
	 The	University’s	School	 of	Chiropractic	
conducts several external clinics in such 
areas as India, South Africa, Geraldton and 
Carnarvon.	The	Kununurra,	Geraldton	and	
Carnarvon	trips	were	sponsored	by	NRW,	a	
large mining contractor.
 The trip is highlighted by the treatment of 
the	Regional	Aboriginal	 semi-grand	final	
football teams. Both teams were provided 
pre-game strapping and treatment during this 
annual event. 
 Based on the number of treatments 
provided and satisfaction received from 
treatment there is a need for chiropractic 
services	 to	 be	 included	 in	 all	 Federal	
Aboriginal Health Services.
 The rural local and visitors to the Kununurra 
areas were also provided free treatment and 
responded in numbers to this annual outreach 
clinic. Needless to say the students were 
invited	 back	 next	 year	 to	 provide	 allied,	
hands-on natural health care.

GETTING BACK TO BASICS
We welome everyone to join us for

communion and worship at 9.30am Sunday
mornings in the Toodyay Community Centre

If you are interested in getting to know
 more about God then we have 

groups that meet informally.
For further information call 9574 5002

We are a child friendly church

and 15th November. Registrations available 
from	 Jenny	Willgoss	 at	 L	 J	 Hooker	
Toodyay.
	 Did	 you	 know	 that	 if	 you	 have	 HBF	
ExtraEssentials or PremiumEssentials 
cover	(and	maybe	a	similar	scheme	in	other	
medical	benefit	funds),	that	you	can	claim	
some	money	back	on	the	cost	of	the	Senior	
First	Aid	course	and	First	Aid	kits?
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The Rumour 
 
The first of  many rumours and general street gossip was that we had sold The Cola Café, were 
leaving town and set to travel the world. If  only all this was true. 

 

Receive one free Flat White or 
Cappuccino Coffee 

Valid to 13th November, 2009 
Not redeemable for cash 

The Facts 
The Cola Café was not on the market, but late in June a couple, immigrating as financial 
migrants,  approached us to purchase what is obviously a very popular and successful business.  
Immigration is not an easy or automatic process, as this couple have since found out. 
 
So, for Chris and I it’s business as usual and we look forward to your support, friendship and 
good company. Please use the coffee vouchers below, with our compliments. 

Receive one free Flat White or 
Cappuccino Coffee 

Valid to 13th November, 2009 
Not redeemable for cash 

Neville Tanner

ON Sunday 20th September ten people 
represented	 the	Toodyay	Walkie	Talkies	
group	 in	 the	 annual	 ‘Trek	 the	 Trail’	
walking	 excursion.	 The	 walk	 this	 year	
was	 nine	 kilometres	 along	 the	 railways	
reserve Heritage Trail from Mundaring to 
Darlington.	With	masses	of	wildflowers	in	
bloom en route together with wonderful art 
and	sculptures	on	display,	this	trek	was	most	
interesting	 and	 enjoyable.	Congratulations	
to the Shire of Mundaring on their well 
organised event and of course well done to 
our	ten	walkers	who	all	completed	the	trek	
and were not perturbed by the mid event rain 
showers.	It	is	our	groups	intention	to	“Trek	
the Trail” again next year. 
	 Our	 next	walking	 excursion	will	 be	 on	
Sunday 8th November at Wongan Hills 
for	 the	Wildflower	Festival.	Our	aim	 is	 to	
complete two entirely different trails on 

Toodyay Walkie Talkies
the day, punctuated by BYO picnic lunch. 
One	of	the	walks	will	be	the	Mount	Matilda	
Trail and the other will be to Reynoldson 
Reserve.	For	those	people	who	have	never	
seen	 the	magnificent	Verticordia	 (feather	
flower)	multicoloured	 spectacular	 display	
there in early November are really missing 
out on something awe inspiring. We strongly 
suggest you join us on this special excursion 
and offer an open invitation to all to come 
with us on the day for an unforgettable 
outing. Meeting place will be opposite the 
Toodyay	Visitors	Centre	 in	 Piesse	 Street,	
9a.m. on the day and car pooling for the 
journey can be arranged if required.
 As usual we strongly recommend all 
walkers	wear	sensible	appropriate	footwear	
and	take	plenty	of	water.	
Our newest member Maggie has been 
driving	over	from	Bakers	Hill	every	Monday	
morning	to	do	our	walks	in	Toodyay.	How	
is this for dedication. Maggie thoroughly 

enjoys	 our	walks	 and	 the	 friendly	 social	
environment, but unfortunately will be 
leaving	 us	 to	 set	 up	 a	 	walking	 group	 in	
Bakers	Hill	 based	 on	 the	 same	principles	
that our group have adopted over the past 
six	years.	We	wish	Maggie	success	and	look	
forward	 to	 a	 combined	 towns	walk	 in	 the	
near future. 
	 On	 our	 bush	walk	 behind	 the	Toodyay	
racecourse we came across a colony of 
Conospernum	Amoenum	(Blue	Smokebush)	
and	Conospernum	Glumaceum	 (Hooded	
Smokebush).	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	the	
R.M.Sainbury	Field	Guide	to	smokebushes	
does not show these two aforementioned 
plants as being found in Toodyay, but more 
to the southeast and northwest of Perth. A 
very	interesting	local	spectacular	find	which	
is	one	of	the	unexpected	benefits	of	walking	
in our reserves.
 Please be reminded that as from the 
beginning of October, 2009 all our Monday, 
Wednesday	and	Friday	morning		walks	start	
at	 6am	 (not	 7am)	until	 further	 notice.	We	
would	 like	 to	 see	more	 people	 join	 us	 on	
any of our always interesting, healthy and 
sociable	walks	 that	 are	 all	 FREE.	Below	
is	 our	 future	 walk	 programme	 to	 mid	
November 2009 and should you require 
further	details	about	our	walking	group	or	
any	of	our	walks,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	
contact me on 9574 2905

BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC

TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•  Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.

•		A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg. 
testing.

•		House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
•		No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.

•		Travel chargedfrom Post Offi ce for farm visits.
•		Our usual service applies any other day.

•		Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.

 
 DAY /DATE THE WALK MEETING PLACE

 October

	 Fri	 2	 South	Toodyay	 Duidgee	Park
	 Mon	 5	 West	Toodyay	 Donegan’s	Cottage
	 Wed	 7	 Poison	Gully	Reserve	 End	of	Black	Wattle	Road
	 Fri	 9	 River	Gum	Trail	 Duidgee	Park
	 Mon	 12	 River	Walk	 Duidgee	Park
	 Wed	 14	 Windmill	Walk	 Jn	Conostylis	Wy	&	Coondle	West	Rd
	 Fri	 16	 James	Cottage	 Next	to	Old	Catholic	Church
	 *Mon	19	 River	and	Mini	Rail	 Duidgee	Park
	 Wed	 21	 Horseshoe	Rd	 Cnr	Timbercreek	Cr	&	Horseshoe	Rd
	 Fri	 23	 Deepdale	 Corner	Deepdale	Rd	and	Julimar	Rd
	 Mon	 26	 Two	Bridges	 Duidgee	Park
	 Wed	 28	 Blackboy	Walk	 End	of	Eucalyptus	Rd
	 Fri	 30	 Golf	Course	 Golf	Clubhouse	Carpark

 November

	 Mon		 2	 Pioneer	Arboretum	 Duidgee	Park
 Wed 4 Wongamine Reserve Entrance off Bejoording Rd
	 Fri	 6	 Lloyd	Reserve	 Next	to	Old	Catholic	Church
	 Sun	 8	 Wongan	Hills	Excursion	 Opp	Toodyay	Visitors’	Centre
	 Mon	 9	 South	Toodyay	 Duidgee	Park
	 Wed	 11	 Rugged	Hills	Reserve	 Entrance	off	Ridley	Circle
 Wed 30 Vernon Hills Reserve End of Hovea Way
 

*	BYO	Breakfast	in	Duidgee	Park	after	this	walk.

BE	ACTIVE	AND	HAVE	FUN
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CALL DARREN FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Mob : 0428 742 314     Offi ce ph/fax : 9574 2314

Toodyay Electrics
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•    NEW CONNECTIONS 
•	 MINI EXCAVATOR HIRE & TRENCHING
•	 POWER POLES 
•	 UNDERGROUND POWER 
•	 ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL WORKS

Licenced Electrical C
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006666Excavator 
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Quo Vadis
THE age-old dichotomy between science 
and religion has been extended into, but also 
added to, the two contemporary arguments 
about	the	financial	and	the	ecological	world,	
with the significant, profound difference 
that	one	is,	as	presently	operated,	a	figment	
of imagination run wild, admittedly on the 
basic of mathematics as its basis, otherwise 
a surrealistic entity, the latter being a reality 
both in its essence and its function though 
some of it is not available to either the sight 
nor	 the	 senses	 –	 nevertheless	 it	 is	 a	 self	
functioning	 reality	 represented	 (generally)	
by the ‘physical’ laws by which the discipline 
abides	–	yet	is	both	disturbed	and	unbalanced	
by	 the	 subject	matter	 known	 as	 ‘political	
economy’ which has a confusing array of 
inputs most of which are impelled by the 
dictates	of	‘finance’	in	contradictions	to	the	
stability of the ecology; this can be illumed 
as the avarice inculculated into the misuse of 
the monetary system, which is summed up 
in the phrase appetites divitiarum infinitus ; 
the unbridged indulgence of the acquisitive 
appetite, represented by the transactions 
of	 the	market	 intruding	 into	 the	 whole	
fabric of society, as the basis of its values 
calculated via a balance sheet/computer, 
to	 the	 point	where	 ‘profits’	 have	 replaced	
‘prophets’, who warned eons ago, about the 
storing of wealth at the expense of the soul, 
becoming decadent through the unabridled 
indulgence of the narcissistic ego, devoid of 
any	semblance	of	altruism	–	regarded	as	the	
neighbour	 in	 the	good	book,	but	now	with	
the added imperative of the highest regard 
for the universe, which in reality has the 
highest priority in the realm of discourse, 
whether	it	be	finance,	economics,	welfare	or	
any other concern that humanity may have; 
the disturbance that is occurring climatically 
needs a greater influence and cognizance 
in	 the	affairs	of	 societies	everywhere	–	 the	
alternative activity is via the Prophets advices.  
It must be conceded that hindsight is a great 
teacher of easy answers to most problems and 
yet…history	is	full	of	examples	of	mistakes	
being	made	upon	 the	mistakes	of	 yore,	 or	
knowledge	and	wisdom	is	not	added/applied	
as the consequences become so evident, not 
only historically but also in the present and by 
extension, into the future; was it not proverbs 
that stated ‘where no counsel is, the people 
fall, but in the multitude of counselors there 

is	safety’	history	is	replete	with	Counsellors	
who	by	spoken/written	word	or	exemplified	
in their lives, have left examples of a sane 
and coherent purpose for humanity to follow 
and apply in their lives and their societies; of 
extreme	relevance	from	Spengler’s	Decline	
of	 the	West	 (1917)	 ‘the	world	 city	means	
cosmopolitanism	in	place	of	 ‘home’	–	cold	
matter of fact in place of reverence for 
tradition	 and	 age,	 scientific	 irreligion	 as	 a	
fossil	of	 the	older	 religion	of	 the	heart	–	 it	
was the conception of money as an inorganic 
and abstract magnitude, entirely disconnected 
from the notion of the fruitful earth and the 
primitive	values	(of	the	hearth)	thus	any	high	
idealism of life becomes largely a question 
of	money	–	the	keen	and	cold	intellect	that	
confounds	the	wisdom	of	the	peasant	(which	
also happened when the drift to the towns/
cities accelerated everywhere in the early 20th 
Century	and	was	impeded	by	the	monetary	
crisis of 30-40’s, but rescinded in the 80-90’s, 
by	policy	makers	who	did	not	use/apply	the	
wisdom of hindsight, which in many cases 
F.	Roosevelt	used	during	his	administration.
  The ultimate test for those national leaders 
who are meeting in the USA at Pittsburg, as 
the group of 20-is whether they can reconcile 
ecological and economic forces into a 
coherent	 and	harmonious	 affinity	 that	will	
have the accord of the world citizenry!  Not 
only do we need guardians, but counsellors 
are an imperative!

Healing in the Hills 
Bob Adair 
*Toodyay Christian Fellowship

Welcome to Our Ten Year Century 
IN a fascinating article sent to me, Tom 
Hayes and Michael Malone argue that we 
have entered the era of the “ten year century,” 
by which they mean that the pace of life 
has so rapidly accelerated that what used to 
happen in a century now happens in a decade.
	 Changes	 that	 used	 to	 take	 generations	
–	 economic	 cycles,	 cultural	 shifts,	mass	
migration, changes in the structure of 
families	and	institutions	–	now	unfurl	 in	a	
short span of years. Since 2000, we have 
experienced	 three	 economic	 bubbles,	 (dot	
com,	real	estate,	and	credit)	and	three	market	
crashes,	 devastating	 terrorist	 attacks,	 a	
number of wars, famine and climate change, 
plus	a	global	influenza	pandemic.	
 We have all heard it said that the whole 
store	 of	 human	knowledge	 is	 doubling	 at	
an	amazing	rate	(some	sources	say	every	14	
months,	others	say	every	seven	years.)	The	
real	point	is	that	what	used	to	take	centuries	
now	takes	a	few	years.	
	 Computer	technology	has	crashed	through	
the time barrier which means what is new 

Chaplaincy Notes
Millie Heath

FIRSTLY,	we	wish	to	thank	and	gratefully	
acknowledge	the	Shire	of	Toodyay	for	their	
generous grant of $2500.
	 What	 a	 great	 night	we	had	 at	 the	Black	
and	White	 Ball.	 Our	 grateful	 thanks	 to	
Niomi who once again provided the music. 
The Toodyay Sing Australia singers did a 
fantastic job and had us joining them in a 
couple	of	songs.	We	raised	$639.	Thank	you	
to	all	who	supported	the	event	and	we	look	
forward to next year’s event.
 Sunday, 22nd September was another most 
enjoyable	 event,	 the	Family	Concert	 and,	
once	again,	we	thank,	most	sincerely,	all	the	
artists who gave of their time and talent. Each 
year we have a few more different items and 
it all adds to the atmosphere. A good time was 
had by all and we raised $582. The idea of 
the concert is not necessarily a fund-raising 
event so much as a chance for people to 
meet	the	Chaplain	in	a	different	environment	
and to appreciate his involvement in the 
community as well as in the school.
 If you are missing a plate or an umbrella, 
left at the hall after the concert, please ring 
Jenny	Clarke	on	9574	5715.
 Several people commented on the fact that 
there were very few families with children 
(apart	 from	 those	 in	 items)	 in	 attendance;	
we	look	forward	to	having	more	join	us	next	
year.
	 We	wish	also	to	thank	the	Toodyay	Shire	
for waiving the cost of hiring the hall for the 
concert.
 Our next Street Stall will be on Saturday, 
20th October and once again would appreciate 
any	donations	of	cakes,	biscuits,	plants,	etc.

Avon
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FREE
BORE PUMP REMOVAL & 

INSPECTION WITH EVERY 
BORE BLOW-OUT 

We do Bore Tests, level mea-
surements and friction loss 

calculations to optimise your 
water supply and minimise 

your costs

DO IT RIGHT THE 
FIRST TIME

NOBODY KNOWS BORES 
BETTER

CALL STEELE & LISA ON

9574 2903

Get in and do your pre-season 
maintenance at winter rates.

Maximising your minimal resource
ater Solutions

Monday to Thursday
6am to 11am
3pm - 7pm

Friday
6am to 4pm

Sunday
8am to 11am

Free Weights
Machines

Cardio
Group Training

Personal Training

9574 5687
22 Stirling Terrace

Toodyay

YES - YOU DO HAVE THE 
CHOICE OF SETTLEMENT AGENT 

WHEN BUYING
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

Phone:	9574	4320        Fax:	9574	5014
P.O.	Box	827	TOODYAY	6566

An Independent Real Estate
Settlement Agent

today	is	old	tomorrow	(I	should	never	have	
dumped my old dot matrix it would be 
vintage	now);	technology	has	even	created	
a new language.
 It is not just change; it is the dizzying rate 
of change. If things seem to be moving faster 
today, that’s because they are! We see real-
time	events	from	the	battlefield	that	would	
have	taken	weeks	even	months	to	report,	a	
catastrophic	event	like	a	tsunami,	the	terrorist	
events in Bali or 911 all happen in our lounge 
room.	It	is	almost	like	there	is	a	line	up	of	
events waiting to come in. 
	 So	this	is	our	world;	WELCOME	TO	THE	
TEN	YEAR	CENTURY.
	 The	Bible	predicted	this	era	(even	climate	
change)	for,	you	see,	the	Bible	is	the	story	
of God, the creator’s interface with man. 
God wants to give us an assurance that He is 
ultimately in control and that, no matter what 
happens in the world, every power, authority 
and individual will be responsible to Him for 
their actions.
	 I	reckon	it	makes	good	sense	to	check	out	
for sure what the Bible says for yourself 
rather than just go on hearsay or what you 
hope	God	might	be	thinking	or	how	He	might	
act.
If you have a Bible please read these 
passages:	Acts	17:28-31;	 John	3:16-18;	or	
you can contact me and I would be very 
happy	to	help	you	find	some	clarity	in	this	
fast moving world.
*The Toodyay Christian Fellowship is part 
of the Christian Community Churches of 
Australia.

OSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEURO
MUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUE

&&&&&
NANANANANATURTURTURTURTUROPOPOPOPOPAAAAATHYTHYTHYTHYTHY
Bone and Muscle

Manipulation
Deep Muscle Therapy

Iridology
Herbal Medicines

TTTTTOODOODOODOODOODYYYYYAAAAAYYYYY Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95777774 26964 26964 26964 26964 2696
Saturday

WWWWWEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEY Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 9387 23537 23537 23537 23537 2353
Monday to Thursday
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ph: 0429 093 794

Contour Banks, etc
Firebreaks
Fencelines
Roads

Toodyay 
Agricultural Society
Pam Jackson
Committee Member

NOT many sleeps now until the 2009 
Toodyay	Show	(Saturday	10th	October).	
You	may	have	already	picked	up	a	copy	of	
the	show	schedule	–	please	note	the	following	
print	errors	in	the	schedule:

CATTLE:
Page	21	:	Group	C3	–	Trade	Cattle
Vernice	Pty	Ltd:	$100	Cash	Prize	Class	904	
should	read	$50	Cash	Prize.
ART:
Page	57	:	Group	R1	–	Open
Should	read	:	Max	Trenorden	MLA	:	Trophy	
Best Exhibit
Please	 delete	T.A.S.	SASH	 :	Best	Exhibit	
Each	Class
Page	58	:	Group	R2	–	Open	Special	Category
Should	 read	 :	Brendan	Fitzgerald	Mobile	
Mortgage	Broker	Toodyay	
$50	Cash	Prize	Best	Exhibit
Please	delete	T.A.S.	SASH	:	Best	Exhibit

 The Toodyay Agricultural Society 
committee sincerely apologises to the 
following businesses as their adverts have 
been printed inaccurately;

Vernice	Pty	Ltd	Earthmoving	Contractors
Bendigo	Bank
Toodyay	Dental	Clinic

 We apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these printing errors.
 Entries in all General Sections closed on 
Saturday 3rd October 2009.
	 The	committee	 looks	 forward	 to	another	
successful family show day with lots of 
entertainment, displays, exhibitions, rides, 
show	bags,	animals,	plus	more,	finishing	the	
day	with	a	great	fireworks	display	at	7.30pm.
	 Entertainment	 Programme	 (has	 been	
amended	since	schedule	printed):

8.00 am onwards Ring Events
9.45	-	10.15am	 Clackline/Toodyay	

Karate	Club
10.00am onwards Toodyay Music
	 	 Club	–	
  Roving Musicians
10.15	-	10.45am	 Irish	Dancers
10.45	-	11.15am	 Clackline/Toodyay	

Karate	Club
11.20 - 11.50am Toodyay Irish
	 	 Dancers
11.00	-		4.00pm	 Dazzling	Deb	 Face	

Painting
11.00	-		4.00pm	 Climbing	Wall
11.00	-		4.00pm	 Incredible	Creatures
11.30 - 12.00noon Sydney or the Bush
12.00noon Bar Opens
12.30pm	 RAAF	Flyover
Official	Opening	
	 (Including	National	Anthem	by	Toodyay	
	 Community	Singers)
1.00	-		3.00pm	 Red	Eagle	Jazz	Band
1.00	-		3.00pm	 Circus	Challenge
1.30 -  4.30pm Uptempo
3.20 -  4.50pm Sydney or the Bush 
  Repeat Performance
4.00pm Trophy Presentations
5.00	-		6.00pm	 Black	String	
  Puppeteer Show
5.00 -  6.00pm Toodyay
	 	 Community	Singers
6.00pm Mini Auction
6.00 -  9.00pm Bridging the Gap
7.20pm Prelude to 
	 	 Fireworks—Charge	

on White Horse
7.30pm	 Austral	Bricks	
	 	 Fireworks
9.00pm	 Bar	Closes

OTHER	ATTRACTIONS
Exhibition	Displays,	Australian	10th	Light	
Horse	Display,	Vehicle	 Signs,	 Simulator	
Ride,	Cup	&	Saucer	Ride,	Toodyay	Classic	
Car	Display,	Machinery	Preservation	Club	
of	WA,	and	Kids	Craft	Tent

Equestrian	events	–	ring	events	will	be	held	
on	 the	 Saturday.	 	Australian	 stock	 horse	
events and jumping will be held on the 
Sunday	(11th	Oct).		Any	queries,	please	ring	
9574 2464.

THANK YOU for your support during the 
year,	we	look	forward	to	seeing	you	on	the	
10th.

TOODYAY SANDS
House, Shed & Tank pads Site levelling & Cleaning Rock walls
Driveways Firebreaks Septic systems Bitumen works

Horse Arenas Post Holes
Suppliers of Sand, Gravel, Moss & Gravel Rock

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator & Truck hire

Phone Peter & Ev Wacura
(08) 9574 2444
042 9983 245

Simon Wacura
(08) 9574 5255

041 2014 712Email: toodyaysands@hotmail.com

Free Quotes Servicing
Metro & Country Areas

Toodyay Music Club 
Jenny Edgecombe

MUSIC	 Club	 performers	 are	 quite	
accustomed to competing with the trains that 
rumble through town, but September’s heavy 
rainstorm was something else. Although the 
President suggested that the thunder of water 
rushing from the gutter was our own version 
of ‘Water Music’, it was a great relief when 
Teddy produced an ‘acoustic’ cushion to stop 
the roaring coming through the ventilator 
grille. Once again we were able to enjoy a 
wonderful, happy evening of singing, guitar, 
accordion	and	ukulele	music.	
 Some brave newcomers had ventured out 
in spite of the weather and we soon had 
them joining in the sing-along session with 
numbers	 like	 ‘Rock	Around	 the	Clock’,	
‘Blowin’ in the  Wind’ and ‘Mull of Kintyre’. 
We	use	 a	 variety	 of	well-known	 tunes	 to	
allow audience members to join in and 
to help performers warm up and perhaps 
overcome nerves before their individual 
items.
 Not that many nerves were visible. Allan’s 
performance of ‘Sway’ and then later a song 
he had written about his son reminded me 
again just how versatile he is as a performer. 
He	handles	folk,	blues,	jazz	and	skiffle	music	
with equal ease. 
	 The	 audience	 also	 appreciated	 Joe’s		
‘Deportees’	Club’,	a	catchy	but	moving	song	
about the plight of illegal immigrants in the 
US,	and	the	harmonies	introduced	by	Jenny,	
joining him in ‘Steal Away’. 
 Spencer continues to produce surprises, 
extending his repertoire this month with a 
splendid	unaccompanied	rendition	of	John	
Denver’s	 ‘I	Want	 to	Live’. Moving right 
along, he and Teddy then pulled out the 
ukuleles	 for	 the	 cheerful,	 ‘Leaning	 on	 a	
Lamp’, followed by Nancy with ‘Tipperary’ 
and	‘Pack	up	Your	Troubles.’
	 The	 variety	 of	 styles	 continued.	 Jenny	
sang	‘Suzanne’,	a	haunting	Leonard	Cohen	
song that seemed to be enjoyed by all. ‘My 
Scotland’ was truly special, as always when 
Jeanette	sings	it	and	Jan	singing	the	Kasey	
Chambers	 song,	 ‘Take	 this	 Flower’,	was	
simply	beautiful.	Jan	and	Allan	also	added	
lighter notes during the evening with ‘Ole 
Texas’	and	‘Mairzy	Doats’	respectively.
 Everyone enjoys catching up with news 
and discussing our music over the supper 
break,	and	this	month	the	damp,	cold	night	
encouraged lingering over a hot cup of tea, 
followed by another round of excellent 
entertainment by members, with items too 
numerous to list.
	 A	 special	 thank	 you	 to	 those	members	
who	represented	the	club	in	the	Chaplaincy	
Concert	 that	 same	weekend,	 presenting	 a	
range of well-received songs. 
 Members are reminded that we are 
performing at the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show the day after the October meeting, and 
that the November meeting will be a theme 
night	featuring	Children’s	Songs	and	Jingles.	
 Next meeting: Friday	9th	October,	 7pm.	

Please	join	us	if	you	would	like	to	sing,	play	
acoustic music, read poetry or come as an 
audience	member.	Toodyay	Music	Club	Inc	
meets	Second	Friday	of	each	month,	7pm	at	
the	CWA	Hall.
	 For	further	information	contact	Teddy	or	
Spencer on 9574 4492.

My View 
Anne Skinner

UNTIL five years ago, we lived in the 
suburbs. Our tree change really has become 
a life-changing experience. I have made a 
few faux pas, showing my city girl ignorance 
to local farm ladies. I’m sorry to say that I 
thought it was odd that someone would want 
a cow, especially as they didn’t want to have 
milk.	 I	 thought	 	all	 cows	“naturally”	gave	
milk.	Ok	ok,	I	know	how	it	works	–	alright.	
I try not to open my mouth too hastily now, 
so please don’t misunderstand the following. 
	 Thank	you	to	all	the	farmers	in	our	locality	
for the wonderful show especially between 
Toodyay and Bejoording. William 
Wordsworth	wrote,	(my	humble	apologies,	
sir)	I	wander’d	lonely	as	a	cloud	that	floats	on	
high o’er vales and hills, when all at once I 
saw a crowd, a host, of golden canola; beside 
the	 lake,	 beneath	 the	 trees,	 fluttering	 and	
dancing in the breeze. Of course it was his 
Daffoldil’s	poem.	It	must	be	a	very	good	year	
for canola growers, and I’m sure you didn’t 
plant it just to please my romantic heart and 
to beautify our countryside, nevertheless, our 
time spent on the road has been a real WOW 
experience at every turn.
	 This	has	in	turn	caused	me	to	think	of	the	
WOW	factor,	and	the	many	kinds	of	WOW..	
Is	there	a	gauge	for	the	WOW	factor?	Are	
there	many	kinds	of	WOW?
	 To	start	with,	I’ve	realized	other	folk	use	
expletives in the place of WOW. Also many 
folk	 don’t	 even	notice	my	kind	of	WOW.	
Does	this	make	me	a	little	or	a	lot	strange?	
Do	 I	have	 too	much	 time	on	my	hands?	 I	
don’t	think	so.	Who	are	we	to	judge	others’	
fascination for the unusual in our lives.
 I’m prepared to lay myself out on these 
lines for you to judge for yourselves, if you 
wish	 the	workings	of	my	mind,	as	 I	 share	
with you a few of my WOW’s. 
 1. While on our family holiday as a girl of 
11	years	old,	I	sat	in	the	ruins	of	the	Cornish	
castle Tintagel, and the WOW factor hit me, 
as I touched those ancient walls, and realized 
the depth of history and romance in every 
stone, and the many wonderful stories they 
could tell. 
	 2.	I	was	12	years	old,	attending		my	first	
classic concert at the Royal Albert Hall in 
London, and I heard Handle’s Messiah on 
the “inside of me” not just in my ears. That 
was a WOW experience, I’ll never forget.
 3. At 13 years of age I stood at the railing 
in	the	stern	of	the	“Canberra”	and	a	WOW	
lump	got	stuck	in	my	throat	as	I	saw	the	
White	Cliffs	of	Dover	fade	from	my	view,	
and I feared I would never see England again.
 4. I was 16 years old and I met the man I was 
later to marry. That was a WOW experience. 
He was in the bathroom standing in bath tub. 
Now that I have renewed your attention, dear 
Herald reader. He was painting the bathroom 
wall, while fully clothed. 

	 5.	For	the	last	I’m	prepared	to	share	with	
you, reader, we must jump about 30 years to 
an	extreme	WOW.	Come	with	me	to	Shark	
Bay, as I explain the many trials for the wife 
of	a	fanatic	fisherman,	one	of	which	has	left	
a lasting memory. 
   Scene 1. Weather hot, water calm. Small 
dingy	 14	 ft	 (3.9	metres),	 fishing	 nothing	
to	 speak	of.	Husband	 sitting	 in	 the	 safety	
of the bow. Scene 2. husband has a lure 
over	 the	 side	 that	 mysteriously	 keeps	
disappearing with no sign of the culprit. 
Scene 3. husband’s last resort to hang a 
can	of	cat	food	(holes	in	lid).	“Have	a	look	
over the side, Anne, when I say” he advises. 
“We’ll see what it is”. And yes I stood up on 
his	call,	dumb	as	I	was.	You	remember	Jaws;	
well	this	surge	of	black	water	came	towards	
us, nudged the side of our tinny and slid past 
us,	all	16ft	of	him,	huge	fin	and	all.	When	
we returned to shore, immediately after this 
incident, apparently our faces told the story 
of	 our	 shocking	 fishing	 trip.	That	was	 a	
screaming WOW experience, never ever to 
be forgotten. The lesson for me was also a 
very good one, I might add. 
 Each of us in our own way can remember 
WOW experiences, some you wouldn’t want 
to share with your mother, let alone with 
the rest of the world, even if that world was 
only Toodyay. So you see the WOW factor 
comes in many forms. I have had many 
WOW moments since joining the Toodyay 
community, and I expect there to be others. 
One	being	the	magnificent	view	at	the	back	
of our property, along with the majestic view 
from	our	back	windows.	The	winter/spring	
days	when	the	valley	is	covered	in	a	blanket	
of	white	mist,	continues	to	take	my	breath	
away. Watching the sun set over the bush 
causing the once dull green undergrowth to 
turn	into	a	fiery	glow.	I	could	go	on.	These	
all include now of course our “host of golden 
canola	fields”.
	 So	what	do	you	think?	How	do	your	WOW	
memories	match	up?	I	hope	reader	you	are	
still	 looking	 and	 hoping	 for	more	WOW	
memories to come. As am I.

In Days Gone By
Our First Foods

Ron E Waters

WHAT some of the people in Toodyay 
ate when I was a young man, not only 
Toodyay, most parts of Western Australia. 
Wild	Ducks	were	 in	 large	 numbers	 those	
days and when they opened the shooting 
season, most people had a good feed of 
wild	duck.	Bronzewing	pigeons	were	well	
sought after, as they were always nice and 
fat and had a lot of meat on their breasts. 
Three would feed a family of four. Plovers 
and	Cockatoos	were	chopped	up	and	put	in	
stews. The green twenty-eight parrot was 
very	 nice,	 it	 took	 about	 three	 to	make	 a	
nice bowl of soup for a family, and eight to 
make	a	nice	parrot	pie.	Young	Emus	were	
nice	baked,	you	just	used	the	upper	part	of	
the leg, just cut some deep cuts in the leg 
and	put	in	some	seasoning	and	bake	at	a	low	
temperature in the oven. 
 Kangaroo tail made nice soup and very 
nice	brawn,	and	kangaroo	steaks	are	very	

...cont’d page 25
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nice	 cut	 from	 the	 lower	 part	 of	 the	 back	
of	 the	 kangaroo.	 Possums	were	 all	 over	
Toodyay once, until poison grain baits and 
poison jam was put down for rabbits, and 
killed	most	of	 them.	There	were	so	many	
they had to open the season to shoot them 
for	one	month,	in	July.	Young	possums	were	
nice	 to	eat	boiled	or	baked.	Rabbits	were	
eaten when they came to Toodyay. Large 
rabbits	were	 boiled	 or	 baked	 and	 young		
rabbits were nice fried in batter. Porcupines 
were	eaten	by	a	few	people,	baked	in	 the	
oven	or	cooked	in	coals	on	a	camp	fire.	I	
forgot to mention quails when I was writing 
about the birds, there were lots of them in 
the Toodyay area once and they were always 
nice	and	fat	and	nice	baked.	All	the	spraying	
has	killed	lots	of	them.	
	 Jilgies	(yabbies)	from	the	creeks	and	the	
river boiled for seven minutes in water. 
Cobblers	and	Jack	fish	from	the	Avon	river	
were very nice fried in batter or without. 
The	Connors,	the	wild	potatoes	just	boiled	
or put in stews were well sought after.  Gum 
from	the	Wattle	tree	or	Jam	tree	was	very	
nice, and nuts from the Sandalwood tree 
and Quondong tree were quite nice. These 
trees grew on Picnic Hill once and all along 
Cook’s	property	on	the	road	verge	until	they	
widened	the	road	in	the	war	years	at	Dewars	
Pool. 
  White people gathered the wool of the 
native palm for putting in pillow cases and 
mattresses. The branches or fronds were 
used	for	shade	houses.	When	the	first	Moore	
River shop was built by Mr Murray he used 
tin and asbestos and palm fronds which 
lasted for a long while. 
	 The	aboriginals	soaked	the	nuts	in	mud	for	
three	weeks	to	take	out	the	poison,	then	they	
would eat them. White people never did 
this. The nuts are very poisonous to cattle, 
sheep and horses, if they eat them they will 
not be able to use their hindquarters and will 
never	get	better.	It	is	a	form	of	rickets,	even	
though they are a very nice plant.
	 Children	 at	 the	 Toodyay	 State	 school	
when I was a young boy used to eat sour 
grass that grew at the bottom of the school 
yard, and the Guildford grass seed.
 Some of the Toodyay men used to go 
down the Avon river and shoot a wild pig 
or a goat which were both good eating. 
 Most people those days had quite a few 
chooks	 and	 had	 lots	 of	 eggs,	 and	most	
people	enjoyed	a	nice	feed	of	steak,	mutton	

and	pork,	so	with	the	bush	tucker	and	our	
local every day food, Toodyay people never 
went without food in the old days.

...In Days Gone By, cont’d from page 24

Sing Australia 
Toodyay Sings Last 

Gig
Beth Frayne
Former co-leader

SING Australia Toodyay wowed everyone 
at our last Gig on 29th	August,	 the	Black	
and	White	Ball,	raising	funds	for	the	TDHS	
Chaplaincy.	 One	 of	 our	 singers,	 Gale	
Anderson, was chosen as the wearer of the 
best female costume. This event was our last 
Gig in more ways than one.
 Unfortunately, Sing Australia Toodyay 
ceased to be on 31st	August.	 Co-leaders	
Christina	Armstrong	 and	 Beth	 Frayne	
resigned	as	leaders	on	that	date	(for	separate	
and	 different	 reasons)	 and	 none	 of	 the	
existing	members	wished	to	take	their	place.	
Hence, the group had to wind-up its affairs 
as a Sing Australia group. SA Toodyay had 
just	celebrated	its	first	birthday	(last	August).	
At our last rehearsal, many members 
spoke	 about	 how	much	 joy,	 camaraderie,	

opportunity and sheer fun singing has 
brought into their lives.
	 Former	 co-leaders,	Christina	Armstrong	
and	Beth	Frayne,	wish	to	thank	those	singers	
who	 helped	 keep	 the	 group	 running	 over	
its	short	life:	our	excellent	conductor	Trish	
Young,	our	supper	persons,	Jeanette	Jones	
and	 Irene	 Pickernell,	 and	 deputy	 (fill-in)	
leader	Megan	Ebdon.	We	 also	 thank	 the	
Toodyay	Op	Shop,	Toodyay	Chamber	 of	
Commerce	and	 the	Autumn	Club	 for	 their	
support,	 and	 the	Toodyay	CWA,	Autumn	
Club,	Toodyay	Lions,	Toodyay	RSL	Sub-
Branch,	Moondyne	 Festival	 Committee,	
Toodyay	 Chamber	 of	 Commerce	 and	
the	 Chaplaincy	 group	 for	 giving	 us	 the	
opportunity to entertain the community. 
Beth	Frayne	also	thanks	the	Sing	Australia	
community	 in	Canberra	 for	 their	help	and	
support over the past year. It has certainly 
been an experience!
 However, all this enthusiasm is not quite 
lost. Existing Sing Australia members can 
still sing with Sing Australia Northam. And 
many of the Toodyay singers have joined 
a	 new	 group,	 the	 Toodyay	 Community	
Singers, run by Peter Bourne and Trish 
Young.	This	group	is	considering	taking	over	
the future gigs of Sing Australia Toodyay. 
So watch out for the new singing group. 
You	may	have	seen	them	at	the	Chaplaincy	
concert in September. 

Saving Weiros
TILLY, our female weiro had hatched four 
tiny babies and all seemed to be going well.
 I peeped into the nest one morning, 
approximately	 a	week	 after	 the	first	 little	
one had hatched and, to my alarm, all four 
little ones were stone cold and lifeless. Tilly 
was not interested in motherhood for some 
reason.
 Extremely disappointed, I gathered the 
little	birds	from	the	nest	and	took	them	to	
the garden where I dug a hole to bury them 
near the jonquils. As I was placing them in 
the hole, I had the silly thought that, if I could 

get them warm, maybe they would return to 
life. So I commenced to warm them against 
my body and, to my delight, I felt a tiny 
movement.

 My two small grandsons were staying 
with	me;	one	was	three	and	the	other,	five.	
I got them to hold the babies while I put a 
heat	pack	 in	 the	microwave.	 It	was	 lovely	
seeing two little men, sitting in the sun, 
intent	on	making	the	babies	better.	The	little	
three-year-old,	Felix,	was	feeding	his	toast	
and honey to the birds and the older one, 
Campbell,	was	blowing	hot	air	on	them;	both	
doing their best.
	 With	the	heat	pack	ready	in	a	little	box,	we	
popped the birds in and drove to the local 
wonder	woman,	Susan,	who	works	magic	
with injured birds and orphaned little ones.
	 The	rest	of	the	story	is	hers:
 Shabbi and the boys arrive on Tuesday, 22nd 
September at around 9.45am with the four 
weiro babies, nicely warm on a wheat bag 
in	a	casserole	dish	(oven	ready?)	They	look	
like	pale,	pink	figs	or	maybe	those	roly-poly	
toys	we	had	as	kids.
 I have the hospital box warmed and ready 
and	give	Tilly’s	babies	their	first	feed	at	about	
10am and it’s feeds every two hours from 
here on in.
 The first and largest was born on 16th 
September while the littlest is only two days 
old at most, still with its ‘egg tooth’; I do not 
hold out much hope for this one.
	 The	next	few	days	are	fairly	routine:	feeds	
every two to three hours, starting at 6am 
through to 8 or 9pm; warm, formula, feed 

...cont’d page 27
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weiro,	clean	beak,	face,	etc,	return	to	carry	
box. All seems to be well and, amazingly, 
the littlest one is still with us.
 Then, on Saturday, 26th September, the 
largest	 chick	has	not	digested	 its	previous	
evening’s feed; its crop is still full. I gently 
massage	the	full	crop	–	I	will	do	this	every	
hour	–	and	replace	it	in	the	warm	box.	I	feed	
the	other	chicks	but	the	two	other	birds	are	
‘slow’ or ‘not right’. Littlest plods on.
	 At	12.52pm,	the	largest	chick	dies	and	the	
two	others	look	dodgy.	Littlest	plods	on.
 I spend Saturday going through all my 
textbooks	 looking	 for	 a	 cause,	 a	 reason.	
There’s not much info on bird problems. 
Maybe	their	mum,	Tilly,	knew	best	and	there	
was some underlying reason why she let 
them get chilled. Or did essential organs shut 
down when they ‘died’ and did not return to 
full function when they warmed up, leading 
to	 a	 fatal	 build-up	 of	 toxins?	 Still,	while	
there’s	life,	there’s	hope.	We	keep	going.
 On Sunday, 27th September, the second 
largest	chick	has	just	died	in	my	hands.	It’s	
6am; I couldn’t sleep so was a little earlier 
this	morning	when	I	looked	in	on	the	babies.	
The	third	baby	doesn’t	look	crash	hot,	either,	
but it’s still digesting, albeit slowly. Littlest 
plods on.
	 It	has	been	a	long	day.	At	7pm,	third	chick	
has gone. Littlest plods on, eating well, 
responding normally to stimulus.
 On Monday, 28th September, littlest weiro 
is	fine,	eating	well	and	digesting	normally.	
Pottering	 round	 like	 a	 little	 pink	ET	 and	
optimistically cheeping at any noise that 
could	be	found	in	the	offing.
	 Do	you	know	what?	Miracles	DO	happen.

...Saving Weiros, cont’d from page 27

Courtyard Antiques & Collectables

111 Stirling Terrace
Toodyay 6566
0427 744 352

justroz@iinet.net.au

Jewellery
Furniture
Art Work

Bric-a-Brac

10 am to 4 pm Thursday to Sunday

Now taking quality consignment goods

Markets third Saturday of the month
    

Toodyay 
Neighbourhood and 

Rural Watch
Desraé Clarke

ON Sunday 20th September 2009 a 
community	 group	met	 at	 9am	 in	Duidgee	
Park	to	participate	in	a	‘Clean	up	the	World’	
programme.	It	was	a	dreadful	shock	to	see	
the mess on the newly laid white sand of the 
Childrens’	playground!
 In close proximity to the play equipment 
was a large, white, plastic container that 
had	been	partially	burnt	with	charred	black	
trash both in and surrounding it. Also 
nearby, and still on the white sand of the 
playground, were prawn heads, prawn tails, 
Jack	Daniels	tops,	bottles,	cans,	food	boxes,	
paper wrappings and other rubbish. It was a 
filthy,	dirty,	dangerous	and	shameful	MESS!	
–	more	so	in	the	playground	made	for	little	
ones.
	 This	 is	 abuse	 of	 public	 property!!	Call	
CRIMESTOPPERS	1800	333	000	to	report	
such activities.
Toodyay Police  9574 2212
CRIMESTOPPERS	 1800	333	000

Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce

IF	 you	would	 like	 to	 attend	 the	Toodyay	
Chamber	 of	Commerce’s	AGM,	 you	 can	
make	 a	 booking	with	Mike	Knowles	 at	
Brewbakers	or	on	9574	4488.	The	cost	for	
a very sumptuous Buffet Meal is $25.00 
per member or $28.00 per non-member. 
Bookings	need	to	be	made	by	5th	October.
	 Have	you	been	to	the	new	eatery	in	town?	I	
have seen the Menu for ‘Top of the Terrace’ 
owned	by	Lynda	and	Peter	Burke	and	my	
mouth is watering. Apparently there is a new 
chef	whom	we	should	all	be	checking	out!!	
We wish Lynda and Peter every success with 
their new business venture. They are open 
Wednesday	to	Sunday	for	Lunch	and	Dinner.	
Reservations can be made on 9574 5425.
	 The	Chamber	needs	more	entertainment	for	
this year’s Street Party so if anyone out there 
can help us out could you call me on 9574 
2148.	 If	 any	Community	Groups	 require	
Stall space at the Street Party could you call 
me on 9574 2148 and I will gladly supply 
you	with	an	application	form.	Don’t	forget	
that Stall space is free to community groups 
unless you wish to sell food and then you 
need to apply for a licence to the Shire.
	 Goodness	me	 have	 you	 been	 to	Duigee	
Park	 recently?	What	 a	 big	 difference.	 It	
is	 so	 appealing	 to	 young	 and	 old	 alike.	
This upgrade is a credit to the Shire of 
Toodyay	and	the	hard	work	and	efforts	of	all	
concerned in attaining such a high standard.
 See you next month.

Toodyay Spinners
HOPE everyone has a lot of items ready for 
the show.
	 The	 gremlins	 have	 been	 at	work	 in	 last	
month’s	article.	Striped	V-shaped	knitted	bag	
from bits of hand spun wool and cardigan 
from	merino	and	silk	by	Margaret	Grassicle.	
Skein	of	mohair	and	wool	by	Carol	Worrell.	
Sorry for the mix up last month Margaret and 
Carol.	
	 Share	Table:	Felted	bowls	(made	by	felting	
over	 balloons),	 two	 felted	 cushions	 from	
alpaca by Val Richard. Scarf from hand 
spun	alpaca	(knitted)	by	Glynne	Bartlett.	Cot	
blanket	in	basket	weave	pattern	(25	squares)	
in	commercial	baby	lustre	wool	in	pink	and	
variegated	colours	crocheted	by	myself	(Phil	

Toodyay Theatre 
Group

THE Toodyay Theatre Group has once again 
performed a very successful play, ‘The 
Umpire	Strikes	Back’,	with	many	first-time	
performers and several teenagers.
	 Director,	Vicky	Haggerty,	 and	 producer,	
Jane	Morrow,	met	 the	 challenge	 head-on	
and came through with flying colours. 
Although this play may not have appealed 
to	everybody,	the	backdrop	and	scenery	was	
worth going to see on its own. Well done to 
those concerned.
 Members and any interested persons are 
reminded that the AGM will be held on 2nd 
December,	at	7pm	at	the	Green	Room.	Also	
the annual, end of the year social function is 
to be on 6th	December;	keep	this	date	free.	
	 Further	details	will	be	 found	 in	 the	next	
edition of the Herald. 

Harmer).	Round	floor	rug	crocheted	in	New	
Zealand yarn and also a jumper in alpaca and 
silk,	with	half	mauve	bands		around	the	chest,	
by	Berenice	Robertson.	Two	scarves	–	one	of	
merino	(white)	and	grey	corriedale	crocheted	
by	Carol	Davidson.	Vest	knitted	vertically	
and	horizontally	of	silk	and	merino	by	Elaine	
Hutchings.	Vest	knitted	(purple)												by	
Carol	Bennington	and	edging	by	Margaret	
Grassick,	of	 silk,	merino	and	alpaca.	Well	
done everyone. 
 The Spinners meet every Wednesday at 
Parkers	Cottage	in	the	showgrounds	between	
9am and approx. 12midday. We also meet 
every second Saturday, same place and times. 
	 For	more	 information,	 phone	President,	
Carol	Worrell	 	0407	429	047	or	Secretary,			
Phil   Harmer   9574 2015.

Not Really! 
It’s where 

we live and 
what we do!

Pat and Donna

DIVINING SERVICE
WATER BORING

Specialising in HARD ROCK drilling in 
the Avon Valley and surrounding areas 

for the past 13 years

• COST EFFICIENT BORES
• SITE SELECTION
• DAY RATES AVAILABLE
• BORE CLEANING
• DAM SITE INVESTIGATION

Our commitment to fi nding water 
is only matched by yours

PO BOX 883 TOODYAY WA 6566

9574 2122

Little Rascals
SPECIAL	visitor	for	September…

Jessie washing baby Joey with Bridie and 
Lhea helping out
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environmental matters

Desraé Clarke

GARY	Davies,	 and	 helpers	 from	West	
Aussie Reptiles, held a marvellous display 
of reptiles at the Northam Boulevard from 
29th September till 2nd October. 
 He had a variety including a small dragon, 
the	Bobtail,	 the	Bluetongue,	Death	Adder,	
two	Dugites,	two	Gwardars,	Carpet	Python,	
two small Stimson’s Pythons and two 
Mulgas, of differing colourations, the latter 
with the scientific name of Pseudechis 
australis. Apart from these local creatures 
he	 had	 an	Olive	 Python,	 a	Black-headed	
Python,	 a	 beautiful	Woma	 (thought	 to	 be	
extinct in the south-west of our state but is 
still found, occasionally, north of Geraldton 
–	a	golden	colouration	is	found	in	the	sandy	
desert	 inland	areas)	and	a	Mulga	 found	 in	
our	north	west	known	as	the	Spotted	Mulga,	
Pseudechis	 butleri	 (named	 after	 the	well-
known	naturalist,	Harry	Butler.	Incidentally,	
Harry	went	 to	 school	 in	Northam!)	 I’ve	
included	 the	 scientific	 names	 to	 assist	 in	
differentiating between the animal found in 
our local area and that found in our north 
west.
 With the arrival of the sunny days of 
spring	the	reptiles	will	be	emerging	to	take	
advantage of the warmth and Gary’s display 
was to assist the community in gaining a 
greater understanding of reptiles.
 Our part of the continent has a temperate, 
or Mediterranean, climate with our reptiles 
entering	a	period	of	rest	or	inactivity,	known	
as ‘torpor’, over the colder months. On 
arrival of spring the animals become active 
and the young move about. Gary had two 
young creatures, a small Bobtail and a very 
small Bluetongue, included in his display. 
 Some species of reptile appear to be less 
affected by the cold than others. The Tiger 
Snake	is	quite	‘cold	tolerant’	and	so	is	the	
Mulga. An experience that my husband, 
Wayne, and I had on May 9th 2004 was 
on	 an	 expedition	with	 the	Department	 of	

python watch
Environment	and	Conservation	(CALM	as	
it	was	then	known).	We	arrived	at	our	camp	
site	in	Cape	Arid	area	(east	of	Esperance)	at	
7.15pm in really cold and windy conditions. 
The	 folk	 that	 had	 arrived	 earlier	 had	 just	
seen	a	large	Tiger	Snake!!	It	was	not	very	
long after this news that Wayne and a friend, 
both with torches, spied another animal move 
across their path. It certainly demonstrated 
that	the	Tiger	Snake	doesn’t	mind	the	cold!

 A reptile will maintain its body heat at 
an	 acceptable	 level	 (thermoregulation)	 by	
basking	 in	 the	 sun	and	either	flattening	or	
turning its body to gain advantage of the heat. 
Alternatively, to lower the body temperature, 
it	will	lessen	the	contact	with	the	rock	or	area	
in which it is resting or move into the shade. 
I have read that lizards can be seen to pant 
but	haven’t	seen	that	happen	–	as	yet!
 A number of years ago I moved a young 
monitor from the centre of a hot bitumen 
road	thinking	it	was	dead.	Sometime	later,	
obviously when it had cooled, it began to 
move. However, the heat must have been too 
much for it and it succumbed which proves 
that even a monitor can suffer the effects of 
a hot sun.
	 Take	care	when	our	warmer	days	are	here	
especially	when	out	walking.	If	 taking	the	
dog	along	the	river	banks	or	 in	 long	grass	
areas	 always	keep	 it	 on	 a	 leash.	Dogs	 are	
such	curious	creatures	and	snakes	 like	 the	
long grass areas to hunt mice, their favourite 
food!
 The photograph of the North West Spotted 
Mulga	 was	 taken	 by	Wayne	 with	 the	
assistance of Gary - the Mulga was a perfect 
model!!

 Please notify the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club	of	your	natural	history	sightings	as	a	
record	 is	kept	 to	estimate	changes	 in	both	
flora	and	fauna	of	the	Shire	of	Toodyay.	The	
information is extremely valuable and the 
Club	is	grateful	for	the	records.

Photograph of the Spotted Mulga Snake by 
Wayne Clarke

bird of the 
month

ruppell’s vulture

Desraé Clarke
Member Toodyay Naturalists’ Club 

Vultures of East Africa

THERE are some creatures of nature that one 
may experience a sense of discomfort from 
or	just	dislike;	I’ve	never	had	admiration	for	
the vulture. However, on a recent safari of 
Kenya and Tanzania, I changed my mind 
about these valuable birds. 
 This species is an extremely important 
part of the natural environment as are our 
eagles	 and	 ravens	 and	 such-like	 birds.	
Although the vulture may become quite 
untidy-looking	 following	 feeding,	 the	
landscape would be a smelly place if these 
feathered vacuum cleaners did not do 
their	work.	I	was	quite	fascinated	with	the	
Ruppell’s	Vulture;	it	 is	also	known	as	the	
Ruppell’s Griffon.
	 The	Ruppell’s	 is	 a	 large,	 dark-coloured	
bird with a mottling on the wings that 
resembles	lace-work;	both	sexes	are	alike.	
It has a whitish underbelly and thin, dirty-
white	 fluff	 covering	 the	 head	 and	 neck	
and	 a	white	 collar	 of	 dense	 fine	 feathers	
around	 the	 base	 of	 the	 neck;	 the	 small	
down-covered head assists the bird in 
getting its head inside the large carcasses 

on which it is completely dependent. The 
bill of this bird is especially powerful and 
the feet have sharp talons. The eye is either 
yellow or amber in colour. All vultures are 
said to usually be silent birds except when 
squabbling over carrion, their main diet.
 The body of the Ruppell’s can be up to 
90cms with a wing span of 2.6 metres and a 
body	weight	of	between	7	and	9	kilograms.	
Despite	 its	 size,	 it	 soars	 effortlessly	 high	
in	 the	 sky,	 up	 to	 6,000	 metres,	 taking	
advantage of the thermals and moving in 
large circles. This is to patrol the plains, 
using	 its	 exceptionally	 keen	 eyesight,	 to	
find	 large	 animal	 carcasses	 or	 carnivores	
at a site.
 The Ruppell’s Vulture may have two 
selective breeding seasons depending on the 
magnitude of food supply. The nest is built 
among	 rocks	 on	 impenetrable	 cliff	 faces	
or in available trees, usually acacia, from 
sticks	and	grass	that	is	held	together	with	the	
birds’ excreta. In Kenya breeding is around 
May/June	with	the	laying	of	one	or	two	pale	
green eggs spotted with brown, with both 
parents	sharing	the	incubation	of	up	to	fifty	
days. The young birds remain at the nest for 
three months requiring 800grams of food 
daily!
 Ruppell’s Vultures are highly social birds 
with up to 100 pairs roosting, nesting and 
gathering	to	feed	in	large	flocks.	They	have	
been	observed	to	travel	up	to	150	kilometres	
from	the	nest	site	to	find	food.
	 Despite	 the	seemingly	large	numbers	of	
the Ruppell’s Vulture its status on the 2007 
International	Union	 for	 Conservation	 of	
Nature	and	Natural	Resources	(IUCN	Red	
List)	lists	it	as	‘Near	Threatened’.

Photo of Ruppell’s Vultures by Desraé Clarke
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environmental matters
weed of the 

month
petty spurge

Compiled by Wayne Clarke

THE weed last month was from the 
Euphorbia genus, Euphorbia terracina, or 
Geraldton	Carnation	Weed.	The	weed	 this	
month is from the same genus, Euphorbia 
peplus, or Petty Spurge. It is native to Europe 
and,	like	last	month’s	weed,	it	exudes	a	milky	
sap that is highly caustic and can cause quite 
dramatic	and	painful	 inflammations	of	 the	
skin.	Euphorbias	grow	in	many	parts	of	the	
world, and in varying sizes; Petty Spurge is a 
common and widespread garden weed, it also 
inhabits coastal acacia shrub lands, limestone 
heath and tuart woodlands from Geraldton to 
Esperance, and offshore islands.
	 Petty	 Spurge	 is	 an	 erect	 (sometimes	
trailing)	annual	(plants	that	complete	a	cycle	
from germination to fruiting in one season, 
and	then	dying),	growing	to	40cm	in	height.	
It	 has	 ovate	 (resembling	 the	 cross	 section	
through the long axis of an egg, attached 
near	the	broader	end)	or	spathulate	(spoon	
shaped; broad at the tip and narrowed toward 

the	base)	leaves,	alternate	(borne	singly	and	
spaced around and along the axis, but not 
opposite),	5	to	25mm	long.	The	inflorescence	
(the	arrangement	of	flowers	in	relation	to	the	
axis	and	to	each	other)	is	terminal,	and	small	
yellow-green	flowers	are	produced	from	July	
to October.  Stems are green, often tinged red 
(as	are	the	floral	leaves	and	flower	bracts	-	a	
leaf-like	structure	on	the	outside	of	a	flower	
or	inflorescence),	commonly	a	single	stem	
but occasionally two or four from the base. 
Source: Western Weeds (Plant Protection 
Society of WA 1997)
Flora of the Perth Region Part One (WA 
Herbarium, Department of Agriculture, 
1987) Photograph courtesy Rod Randall 
(Western Weeds, Plant Protection Society 
of WA 1997)

On a recent trip to East Africa, the author 
photographed	 the	 Candelabra	 Tree,	
Euphorbia ingens, a tree growing to ten 
metres in height. Again, its white sap is 
highly	poisonous;	a	drop	of	it	on	the	skin	will	
form a blister; blindness will result from eye 
contact; breathing the fumes will burn. The 
tree also has very sharp spines, preventing 
animals	 from	 eating	 or	 touching	 it.	 For	
this reason it is used as a fence to surround 
villages in parts of Tanzania.
Photograph of the Candelabra Tree by 
Wayne Clarke

Toodyay Friends of 
the River

Desraé Clarke

THURSDAY	 17th	 September	 2009	 saw	
the graduation of seven local young people 
following	a	six	month	Green	Corps	project.	
The programme, for youth from 16 to 22 
years	of	age,	is	partnered	by	the	Department	
of Water and administered by the ‘not for 
profit’ organisation, Mission Australia. 
Leadership and co-ordination of this project 
was by Greg Warburton. Greg, a member 
of	the	Toodyay	Friends	of	the	River,	said	it	
was an extremely rewarding and immensely 
satisfying project. 

	 The	Green	Corp	participants	worked,	and	
were paid for, a 70-hour fortnight. Various 
courses were conducted throughout the 
programme	including	First	Aid,	Certificate	1	
of	Conservation	and	Land	Management	and	
Occupational Safety and Health. There were 
educational excursions to Walyunga National 
Park	(a	cultural	tour	with	demonstrations),	
Yorkrakine	 Rock	 Reserve,	 a	 hydrology	
model at Tammin, a visit to Mt Brown 
Reserve,	York	 and	 a	 visit	 to	WA	Farms,	
Northam,	 (a	 company	 that	 produces	 2.5	
million seedlings annually for revegetation 
purposes).
	 The	amount	of	work	accomplished	in	the	
Avon	Basin,	 from	Brookton,	 on	 the	 south	
branch of the Avon River, to Long Pool, 
downstream from Toodyay townsite, was 
absolutely astounding with a total of 20,000 
kms	travelled.	The	Toodyay	Friends	of	the	
River	work	trailer,	(purchased	several	years	
ago	through	Lotterywest	funding	and	fitted	
out with tools, etc, by contributions from the 
Department	 of	Water,	Toodyay’s	Bendigo	
Bank	and	Friends	of	the	River	fundraising),	
was very well utilised.
Projects in the Shire of Toodyay
•	Maintenance	of	the	walk	track,	fire	breaks	

and weed control in Lloyd’s Reserve
•	Maintenance	of	the	fire	breaks	and	weed	

control in the Toodyay Seed Orchard
•	 Repaired fencing surrounding the above 

two areas
•	Maintenance	of	the	John	Pyle	Walk	Track	
and	its	fire	breaks

•	 Fabrication	and	installation	of	a	rubbish	bin	
at	the	Weatherall	Reserve	(the	bin	was	well	
utilised	during	the	Avon	Descent	weekend)

•	 Extensive removal of the feral weeds, 
tamarisk	 and	 castor	 oil,	 along	 the	Avon	
River

•	 Planted 400 trees at Long Pool following 
contracted excavation of the Pool

•	Attended	 repair	 work	 on	 Strahan’s	
Crossing	with	the	shifting	of	10	tonne	of	
rock	by	hand!	(This	crossing	is	extremely	
important for the use of emergency 
vehicles,	especially	during	the	fire	season)

•	 Completed	 tree	 planting	 in	 various	 sites	
within the Shire

•	 Surveying of Morangup Nature Reserve 

prior to the installation of 9m x 50m quadrats 
for bird and plant studies.  

Projects in the Shire of Northam 
•	Work	 at	 Burlong	 Park	 included	 the	
construction	of	a	walk	track,	installation	of	
steps	and	track	marker	posts	and	building	
of a foot bridge 

•	 Weed control and removal of rubbish
•	 Preparation and installation of interpretive 

sign shelters
•	Making	 and	 installation	of	 120	 concrete	
traffic	bollards

•	 Water quality studies and macro-
invertebrate surveys 

•	Much	work	was	accomplished	in	various	
garden areas around the town 

Projects in the Shire of York
•	 Mt Hardy Nature Reserve saw the 
construction	 of	 1.5	 kms	 of	 fencing	
following the hand clearing of the fence 
line

•	 Repair	 and	 hazard	 reduction	work	was	
completed around the Residency Museum 
and	 the	Gwambagine	Homestead	 (circa	
1836)	 and	 removal	 of	 the	 feral	 plant,	
bamboo,	and	a	blockage	of	logs	in	Bland	
Brook

 The grand total of 25,000 trees was planted 
by the group! These included Northam Town, 
Burlong	 Pool,	 (Northam	 Shire)	 the	 Jim	
Master’s Reserve, the Residency Museum 
and	Bland’s	Brook	(York	Shire),	Mile	Pool	
and	a	farm	(Brookton	Shire),	9,000	salt	bush	
on	a	farm	(Quairading	Shire)	and	plantings	in	
both	the	town	and	a	farm	(Beverley	Shire).
	 The	Green	Corps	programme	is	an	ongoing	
programme that aims to provide local youth 
valuable	experience	in	team	work,	personal	
responsibility, environmental appreciation 
and	work	ethos.	
	 The	Toodyay	Friends	of	the	River	extends	
its sincere congratulations to both Greg and 
the team of young people on their successful 
completion of this extremely valuable 
project. 
	 Congratulations	to	you	all!!!
Clean up the World
Sunday 20th September 2009 saw a group 
of	Friends	busily	collecting	litter	on	the	day	
designated	 to	 ‘Clean	up	 the	World’.	As	 is	
usually found, the litter is of a great variety 
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and it is sad to see so much trash scattered 
along our road verges.
 The Shire is to be commended for the 
availability of the excellent signage stating 
motorists to ‘beware - litter collection’; the 
signage had good effect on the motorists 
using	 the	 road	on	which	 the	Friends	were	
working.	The	Shire	of	Toodyay	staff	are	also	
commended for the prompt collection of the 
orange	bags	early	the	following	morning	–	
Thank	you!!

environmental matters

 On Thursday September 24th two members 
of	 the	Friends	met	with	 a	 group	of	 seven	
enthusiastic	young	Joey	Scouts	on	the	river	
bank	at	Duidgee	Park.	The	group	has	been	
investigating	 the	 work	 that	 community	
groups do in Toodyay - for Toodyay!
 It was a most enjoyable three quarters of 
an	hour	with	the	young	people;	they	asked	
many	questions	-	what	do	 the	Friends	do?	
Why	do	they	plant	trees?	Why	do	they	pull	
up	weeds?	Why	do	they	collect	rubbish	along	
the	river?
	 The	 Joey	 Scouts	 took	 turns	 in	 looking	
through binoculars at a beautiful Mountain 
Duck,	 sitting	 preening	 itself	 in	 the	 grass,	
and	 two	 little	 Black	Ducks	 in	 the	water	
close	by	some	large	rocks;	 they	were	well	
camouflaged!	When	asked	if	anyone	knew	
what	 the	word	 ‘camouflaged’	meant,	 one	
little fellow said ‘There could be something 
among the leaves and it could be the same 
colour as the leaves so you don’t see it’…… 
out of the mouths of Babes!
	 The	Toodyay	 Friends	 of	 the	 River	 are	
always	looking	for	new	members,	both	active	
and	ancillary	–	they	are	always	made	most	

welcome. We normally meet on the third 
Sunday	 of	 each	month	 at	Duidgee	 Park;	
however, in October we are meeting at the 
Showgrounds on Sunday 11th October at 7am 
to	assist	with	the	cleaning	of	the	grounds:	this	
is	a	fund-raiser.	For	any	enquiries	feel	free	
to	contact	President,	Gaven	Donegan	9574	
5347	or	Treasurer,	Wayne	Clarke	6364	3609.

Green Corps activities courtesy of Greg 
Warburton

Rubbish collection courtesy of Wayne Clarke

Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club

Lee Francis
President

FIRSTLY,	 a	 reminder	 that	 Toodyay	
Naturalists’	Club	will	 be	 at	 the	Toodyay	
Show on October 10th. All members are 
urged to participate in some way if they can. 
Please contact me if you have time to spare 
on Show day.
 Our meeting in October will be a visit 
to Morangup Nature Reserve to properly 
commence a bird survey, under the 
direction	of	Dr	Stephen	Davies,	 renowned	
ornithologist.	Meet	at	the	Visitors’	Centre	at	
9	am,	or	Black	Swamp	Road	at	9.30am	on	
Saturday 17th October. Bring your morning 
tea and lunch and appropriate gear for the 
weather.
	 Recently	 the	 Club	wrote	 to	 the	 Shire	
suggesting that the Shire consider nominating 
Toodyay	 in	 the	Tidy	Towns	Competition.	
However, the response was negative, 

although the Shire agreed to supporting 
efforts to clean up the town.
 People may have noticed during the year 
that, from time to time, there are groups of 
people	clad	in	flouro	vests,	picking	up	road	
side rubbish. The Nats and the Toodyay 
Friends	of	the	River	have	been	undertaking	
clean ups throughout the year. Sometimes 
we have been paid per bag and sometimes 
not. We are intending to continue these 
efforts, and would urge other community 
organisations to consider doing the same. 
Clubs	 and	groups	might	want	 to	 “adopt	 a	
road” to try to reduce the disgusting level 
of rubbish thrown out along our roads. We 
really hope that it isn’t local people who are 
responsible!
	 Last	weekend	 some	Nats	members	went	
on an excursion to various nature reserves 
to the east of the Shire. A very enjoyable 
time was had by all, and we were delighted 
with	the	range	of	flowers	observed,	noticing	
as many others have that the season seems 
very	 late.	At	Billyacatting	Reserve	 (which	
has	a	‘wave’	granite	formation	on	top)	we	
saw no fewer than seven different orchids, 
as	well	as	some	speedy	little	rock	dragons	
and	a	beautiful	Darwinia	in	its	type	location.
 We are always happy to welcome visitors to 
any of our meetings or excursions, and also 
encourage any community members to report 
sightings of interesting plants and animals to 
the	Club.	Our	meetings	are	usually	the	third	
Saturday of the month, but as you can see 
from	the	above,	this	is	flexible	and	subject	
to	change,	so	it	is	always	wise	to	check	with	
President, Lee on 9574 2560, Vice-President, 
Greg on 9574 5445 or Secretary, Wayne on 
6364 3609.

Avon Water Carting
12,000 Litres

Domestic and Commercial Tanks also
Swimming Pools fi lled or topped up.

For prompt and friendly service
call Phil and Sue Smith

Phone 9574 4201
Mobile 0427 525 005

Litterally 
Disgusting!

Western Australia a Winner Again
WESTERN Aust ra l ia  has  some of 
Australia’s most amazing and spectacular 
landscapes. It also has the most litter of 
any state. And Toodyay is right up with the 
leaders when it comes to litter and littering.
 Although much of the litter on our 
main arterial roads could be attributed to 
motorists passing through our Shire, the 
litter on our minor roads indicates there are 
many locals with little pride in the place 
in which they live. The sloths1 that are the 
cause	 of	 this	 unsightly	mess	most	 likely	
don’t read this newspaper, but there must 
be	many	people	who	witness	this	filth	being	
deposited in our landscapes.
 Keep Australia Beautiful Western 
Australia	(KABC)	has	the	power	to	act	on	
reports that are given to them. They will 
prosecute any offender, providing they 
are	 given	 sufficient	 details	 to	 do	 so.	The	
minimum requirements for littering from 
vehicles	are	as	follows:
	 Licence	 no;	make/model;	 colour;	 type	
(e.g.	car,	station	wagon,	utility,	truck,	4-W	
drive,	motor	bike,	etc);	offence	by	(driver,	
passenger,	gender);	distinguishing	vehicle	
features. Also, description of offender; 
where	it	occurred	(e.g.	street,	park,	bridge,	
town/suburb);	type	of	litter	(specify);	time;	

am/pm; date it occurred.
 You can post these details to Keep 
Australia	 Beautiful	 Council	WA,	 Reply	
Paid 83432, GPO Box K822, Perth, WA, 
6842. Or you can become a ‘Litter Reporter’ 
where	KABC	will	provide	you	with	litter 
report	cards	to	make	it	easier.
 You can help clean up Toodyay by 
reporting offenders so they learn that 
littering	is	costly	to	them	(as	it	is	to	those	
who	have	to	clean	up	after	them).

1Sloth – a leaf-eating mammal from Central 
and South America that basically eats, sleeps 
(up to 18 hours a day) and lives in the dirt 
which it expels.

Toodyay Garden 
Club

Wendy Lewer
Secretary

THE	visit	to	Cartreff	Park	in	September	was	
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.  
Although most of us are familiar with this 
garden, it was a wonderful treat as always. 
	 Jeanette	provided	hundreds	of	yummy	jam	
and cream scones and gave a brief history 
of	how,	in	1987,	she	and	Denley	purchased	
the land consisting of 13 acres of bush and 
began by planting a few shade trees in 
just a small area, gradually expanding and 
developing the property over the years. 
Jeanette	built	a	wonderful	stone	entrance	to	
the gardens which are divided into different 
areas,	 lined	with	 rocks	 sourced	 from	 the	
property	 by	 Jeanette	 and	 reached	 along	
winding gravel paths or under arches built 
by	Denley	and	covered	with	Wisteria	and	
other	 climbers.	 Jeanette	 has	 built	 all	 the	
stone features around the gardens including 
a	delightful	circular	seat.	For	many	years	
until	 recently,	 Denley	 also	 raised	 and	
showed rare breeds of poultry. 
 Native trees and bushes consist of 
casuarinas,	 she-oaks	 and	 grevilleas	 and	
wattles that, as they’ve grown, have 
become essential screening plants and, 
together with the many other native 
plants, once established, require minimal 
watering. There are so many plants thriving 
throughout	the	gardens,	(despite	the	rabbit	
population).	
	 Jeanette	has	developed	stunning	rose	beds	
and deciduous fruit and citrus trees abound. 
Water for the property is provided by a large 
dam, and nearby there is a gazebo where one 
can rest and admire the wonderful gardens. 
Recycled water from the dam also feeds a 
little	 creek	which	meanders	 through	 the	
grounds. 
 We continue to be inspired and full of 
admiration	for	all	the	work	and	dedication	
by	 Jeanette	 and	Denley	 to	 this	 beautiful	
property.
	 Don’t	 forget	 our	 next	 visit	 to	 two	
Gooseberry Hill gardens on 22nd October. 
This is a carpool outing, meeting as usual 
behind	 the	 Post	Office.	 For	 further	 info,	
contact Wendy Lewer on 9574 4172 or 
Sheena Hesse on 9574 5272.
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classifieds
FOR SALE

CASH	paid	for	aluminium	cans,	steel,	brass,	
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tammin 
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road. Ph 
9574 2987 or 0438 412 324

GARDEN	supplies.	Top	soil	 ($44),	mulch	
($35),	yellow	sand	($44)	and	sawdust	($20),	
Prices for 6 x 4 trailer. Ph 9574 2987, 0438 
412 324 or 0439 842 987

INDOOR	carpet	bowls,	1	x	set	of	8	(brown).	$50. 
Ph 9574 5735

SURPLUS	furniture,	dressing	tables,	desk,	
kitchenettes,	 bedside	 table.	 1	Mastalerz	
Retreat, Saturday 17th October, 8am - 
12noon.

FREE	Muscovy	ducks	and	1	drake,	still	good	
layers.	Julimar.	Ph	9574	5464

BIKE, 10-speed, Indy 500. $100. View at 
The	Cola	Cafe.

DAY	old	chickens	for	sale.	We	have	a	small	
number	 of	 Isa	Brown	X	Day	old	 unsexed	
chickens	 for	 sale	 for	 $7.50	 each.	Also	
some	 light	 Sussex	 chicks	 for	 $10	 each. 
Ph 9574 4030

FIBREGLASS	 bathroom	 basin,	 apricot	
colour on 3-drawer, 2-door, white cabinet, 
good	 condition.	 $200.	Ceramic	 bathroom	
basin, white c/w auto drain and mixer spigot. 
$250. Ph 9574 4303

VEHICLES & MACHINERY

GENERATOR, Honda EX500. As new. 
$200. Ph 9574 7234

NISSAN	UD,	1984,	6-cyl	diesel	turbo,	6m	
tray. Unreg, good roadworthy condition, can 
deliver. $9000ono. Ph 0419 758 856

GARAGE SALE

47 Adenanthus Rd, Toodyay, Saturday, 17th 
October,	8am	-	4pm.	House	furniture,:	3-door	
glass	buffet	/	cabinet,	book	case,	computer	
desk,	 Singer	 sewing	machine,	 typewriter,	
other household items. Also Kelvinator 2hp 
r/c	air	con,	12sqm	400	x	400	floor	tiles,	shed	
fridge, 2 x 2.4 high steel trestles, 4m alum 
scaffold	plank,	90	x	90	x	2.6m	steel	posts	(5),	
2 x acrows, durden 1hp combination saw / 
planer,	tiller	gal	angle	iron,	tools,	bricks	and	
pavers and lots of other items.

HEALING AND HEALTH

ActionGetsReaction	 –	 HYPNOSIS	 can	
help	you	to	stop	smoking,	lose	weight,	deal	
with anxieties or phobias. Now available in 
Northam.	Phone	either	Christine	or	Dave	on	
9574 4206 for an appointment.

ENERGY healing for animals. A safe, gentle 
approach to better health and wellbeing. 
Distance/absent	 healing	 also	 available.	 Ph	
9574 5830 for more information.

THAI MASSAGE	AND	FOOT	
MASSAGE

Thai	massage	may	help	to:

Relieve muscular tension
Relieve joint tension
Increase	flexibility
Relax and Energise

$20 per 1/2 hour, $40 per hour.

For	more	 information	 or	 appointment	
CALL	9574	5939.
For	additional	information,	Google	“What	
is Thai Massage”

toodyay sports

SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER: 

SAND: White (coarse and fi ne), Yellow and Topsoil
GRAVEL: Pit gravel, Screened road base, Screened 
and cracked gravel 7-18mm
BLUE  METAL: Road base, Crushed rock, Blue 
Metal 10-20mm and Ballast
FERTILISER & COMPOST: Delivery

Free Quotes  Phone Mike or Jo
1800 819 969 Mobile: 0417 989 559

Bumper start to a new season!
THE	2009/10	Tee	Ball	 season	 is	 looking	
at being a ripper with the number of 
registrations increasing this season by 60%.
 That is great news to the committee, which 
has	been	working	hard	since	July.	Secretary,	
Amanda Beazley, said, “I cannot believe 
the amount of sponsorship support that has 
come in from the businesses in the area, it 
is a credit to those businesses that continue 
to support their community and The Avon 
Tee Ball Association is blown away by 
their generosity. Through the sponsorships 
this year, we have been able to have all 11 
teams named after their sponsor and all team 
members will have their own team shirt to 
keep,	which	is	great	for	the	players	and	their	
families,	so	a	big	thank	you	needs	to	go	out	
to those sponsors.”
	 Advertising	 packages,	 donations	 and	
gifts	have	also	been	flowing	in	nicely	with	
business now sponsoring sporting and safety 
equipment allowing them advertising for a 
number of seasons.
 This season sees the start of a new 

programme, just for 4-year-olds. The session 
will be a little shorter and involve more 
skills-building	 and	 understanding	 of	 the	
game before moving up into a team game 
situation. It is great for beginners and those 
children just starting out.
	 The	first	game	hits	off	on	the	23rd October 
with a greet and meet planned for the 16th 
involving coaches, teams and sponsors 
getting	to	know	each	other	and	team	shirts	
will be handed out by their sponsors, 
followed	by	a	sausage	sizzle	and	drinks.
 The Avon Tee Ball Association has been 
in Northam for almost 20 years and it is one 
of the main sports for children aged between 
4 and 12 that allows them to learn all sorts 
of	skills.	Catching,	throwing,	hitting	along	
with	team	work,	team	spirit	and	fitness	are	
just	some	of	the	benefits	to	children’s	health	
and well being.
	 For	a	great	evening	out	why	not	come	along	
and	watch	a	great	game,	with	kids	having	a	
great time. A canteen is available for meals 
and	snacks	so	why	not	make	an	evening	of	
it.

Avon Tee Ball Association

EARTHMOVING SPECIALISTS

CONSTRUCTION OF ALL 
SAND PADS, SITE CLEARING,

TRENCHING, SEPTIC INSTALLATION

SUPPLIERS OF ALL SANDS AND 
SOILS

BOBCAT, TRUCK AND 
14T EXCAVATOR HIRE

COMPLETE SITE WORKS FOR
 YOUR NEW HOME

Enquiries all hours
Murray and Tracy McBride
Ph	9574	2616	Fax	9574	2103

 Mob 0407 722226

PO Box 400
Toodyay WA 6566

MCBRIDE CONTRACTING

FAMILY LAW

DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offi ces of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 7255

DRAMA FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE
Weekly drama group (ages 10 
to 16 years) meets in Toodyay 
on Mondays 4 - 5.30pm.

Drama is a wonderful way to 
increase self-confi dence, team 
skills, problem solving skills 
and self-expression.

Classes will be facilitated by 
an experienced drama teacher
who also has many years’
experience in teaching life 
skills.

For more information and to 
register your interest in this 
unique opportunity for you 

child, please call
Anne on 9574 2458

Wheatbelt Clinical 
Psychology

Psychological health problems and
disorders

Work, career problems, business issues 
and change of directi on
Workers’ compensati on

Legal reports

94 Sti rling Terrace,  Toodyay
Bindoon Medical Centre

Great Northern Highway, Bindoon

Richard Taylor
Member of the 

Insti tute of Clinical Psychologists

Registered Clinical Psychologist

Medicare provider

0427 447 190
(business hours)

 TOODYAY
 EMU 
 FARM

Walk amongst the
 “Free Range Emus”
 in natural bushland 

•  Guided Tours •  Barbecues
• Emu Products Shop  

• Covered Eating Area • Toilets
• Ice-cream & Cool Drinks

Coach & School Groups by 
Appointment

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 4PM
Hosts: Kip &  Charmian Venn

PHONE 9574 1415

TOODYAY HOSPITAL 1895
Toodyay Chiropractic Centre

7 Henry Street West
(Behind Old Newcastle Hospital)

Offi ce Hours: 
Mon: 4pm - 6pm
Tue: 2pm - 6pm
Fri: 4pm - 6pm

Sat: 8.30am - 11am
Telephone: 9574 2493
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Get a load ‘a this!

stoneload 
  ContraCting 

Your versatile local contractor

FarMers 
> Grain & fertiliser bulk cartage 

> Small or large quantities 

> Book now - to ensure delivery  

when YOU want it

PO Box 1423 Toodyay WA 6566 • ph 9574 5353  • mob 0438 217121  
Rob Bouwknegt & Shelly Dival

sales@stoneload.com.au

BuilDinG 

> Sand pads constructed & certified 

>  Short Lead timeS 

> Interior and colour consultation  

by qualified designer for all our building  

clients (valued at $350)

lanDscaPinG 
> We can supply & deliver all your  

landscaping soil and rock requirements,  
including the exclusive Barossa white  

quartz - snow white and perfect  
for feature areas.

General  

WorKs 
> Driveways 

> Clean ups 

> Bobcat and loader work

WANTED
CRICKET PLAYERS ALL AGES

for further information
contact John Lucas on 9574 2406

MILO IN 2 CRICKET  Boys and Girls aged 6 to 10
UNDER 13’s (Primary School) Boys and Girls aged 10 to 12
UNDER 16’s (High School) Boys and Girls aged 13 to 15
SENIORS for A & B Grade teams

Avon Valley Adult 
Riding Club

Caroline Venables-Kyrke

THINGS have been fairly quiet on the 
club front during September with just the 
monthly rally and a dressage training clinic.
 Once again few members turned out for 
the rally, which was a blessing in disguise 
as	we	 had	 only	 one	 instructor,	Catherine	
Trindall,	for	the	day	as	David	Britza	was	on	
duty	at	the	Royal.	However,	the	day	worked	
out	very	well	with	Catherine	giving	flatwork	
lessons in the morning and then, after lunch, 
horsemanship	groundwork.
	 While	instruction	was	taking	place,	Julie	
and Suzette helped those members who 
wanted	to	know	how	to	plait	and	make	their	
horses	 look	 show-ready,	 especially	 those	
who are going to the challenge in October. 
David	Britza	 held	 a	 training	 clinic	mid-
September for those members going to the 
dressage challenge in October and anyone 
else who wanted help with a test. This 
proved	 a	 very	 popular	 clinic	with	David	
watching members ride the test and then 
offering pointers to improve their score.
 A reminder to those who are entering 
the inter-club challenge that club uniform 
must	be	worn	(except	in	the	freestyle)	and	
if anyone still does not have the complete 
uniform, the rally on 24th October is your 
last chance to purchase any item.
 September was a sad month with the 
passing of club member, Ron Sutton, our 
president, Sandra’s dad, after a short illness. 
Several members attended Ron’s funeral 
and wore club uniform as a sign of respect.
 But, October will be a happy month with 
the	wedding	of	member,	Jacquie	to	Shane	
on 24th October and we all wish them a 
lifetime of happiness together.
	 Club	members	have	been	out	and	about	
competing at local shows with quite a deal 
of success.
	 At	 the	York	Agricultural	 Show,	 it	was	
a	 clean	 sweep	 in	 the	 hack	 ring	 with	
Julie	Malley	 on	 her	 new	horse	Zantor	 as	

Champion	 Hack	 and	 Suzette	 Davis	 on	
Mondo Reserve.
 At the Northam Agricultural Show, 
Julie	 was	 Reserve	 Champion	 Hack	 –	
congratulations to you both.
	 Finally	many	thanks	to	all	 the	members	
who	turned	up	on	Saturday	before	Race	Day	
to help with setting up and giving the course 
a	final	tidy-up	and	also	a	big	thank-you	to	
everyone	who	helped	with	the	cooking	and	
selling	of	the	kebabs	and	sausages	on	Race	
Day.
 This is our club’s biggest annual fundraiser 
and everyone who volunteered to be at the 
busy bee and race day have made a great 
contribution to the club.
 If anyone new to the district is interested 
in	joining	the	club	then	contact	Caroline	on	
9574 1407 or Sandra on 9574 4429.
 Only two rallies to go then presentation 
night	 –	 how	 the	 year	 has	 flown	 –	 keep	
smiling and ride safe 

Avon Valley Adult Riders do have fun – 
Tom Kress in Western mode.

Lisa Huggett

Karate Club Challenge
THE	club	challenge	was	held	on	Friday	21st	
August. A great night was had by all, as the 
students	showed	their	many	talents.	Thank	
you to all who participated and supported 
our club.
Fathers Day Raffle
A	huge	thanks	to	Greg	from	Makit	Hardware	
for	the	donation	of	a	toolbox	for	the	Fathers	
Day	raffle.	The	raffle	raised	over	$600.	Thank	
you to the club members who contributed to 
the	hamper	and	sold	tickets.	Thank	you	to	
Russell and his group of helpers who did 
a	 fantastic	 job	 selling	 tickets	 in	 town	 on	
Saturday	5th	September.	Congratulations	to	
V.	Pow	who	won	the	raffle.
Karate Grading
All students have been training very hard 
for	the	karate	grading,	held	on	Sunday	20th	
September, for all students up to green belt. 

Certificates	and	new	belts	will	be	presented	
next term. Parents and friends welcome.
Japan
We	wish	Casey	Jensen	and	Jordan	Turnock	
all	the	best	for	their	trip	to	Japan	as	part	of	
the Australian Karate team visiting Shihan 
Kenichi	Fukamizu	in	Miyazaki.	The	Karate	
students	will	 stay	with	 a	 Japanese	 family,	
take	 part	 in	many	 cultural	 activities,	 train	
with Shihan Kenichi and compete in a Karate 
Tournament	in	Japan!		A	fantastic	experience	
for	Casey	 and	 Jordan;	 enjoy!	 	The	Karate	
club	would	like	 to	 thank	the	Toodyay	Op-
shop for their generous donation towards 
this trip.
Toodyay Show
Our students are busy preparing for the 
Karate demonstration for the Toodyay Show 
on Saturday 10th October, which promises 
to be another professional demonstration for 
the community.
 See you at the show!

Sensei Ken organising the students for Kumite

Toodyay/Clackline Karate Club

Toodyay Junior 
Hockey

CONGRATULATIONS	 to	 the	 Toodyay	
Royals mixed under 12 A grade team for a 
great	season	in	the	Avon	Hockey	association.	
 The season started out with quite a 
few wins for the team then we hit a snag 
when	one	of	our	best	players,	Christopher	
Ferguson,	became	very	ill	and	had	to	spend	
a	few	months	in	PMH.	This	also	took	out	our	
coach,	Debbie	Ferguson.	The	team	struggled	
on without these two vital members and 
made	the	finals	only	to	be	eliminated	in	the	
semis.
	 Ewald	Ellis	had	a	great	 season	and	 took	
out the Avon Association’s fairest and best 
for the 12 and under A grade. Ewald also 
won the Toodyay Royals’ most valuable 
player	award,	Mitchel	Cording	won	the	most	
consistent	 player,	Katie	Crossley	won	 the	
coaches award and Rubin Street earned the 
most improved player for the season.
	 Thank	you	 to	 all	 those	Mums	 and	Dads	
who	travelled	to	York,	Northam	and	Wongan	
Hills for the games, supported the team and 
helped out whenever they could. 
 The Toodyay Royals always had great 
comments from the umpires and the opposing 
teams for their fair play and sportsmanship 
displayed during the games.

Toodyay Netball 
Association

THE Toodyay Netball Association has 
finished	its	season	for	2009.	
 It was another successful year with 40 girls 
participating in the Northam Association 
which was held each Saturday in Northam. 
One of our junior girls’ teams, The Toodyay 
Lions,	made	the	finals	only	to	be	pipped	at	
the post by two goals. 
	 A	big	thank	you	goes	to	the	coaches	of	the	
teams.	TNT	-	Anthea	Ferguson,	The	Toodyay	
Lions	-	Tracy	McBride,	BJ’S	-	Emma	Gray	
and	Sparks	 -	Karlene	Crane.	Without	 the	
dedication of these people and the parents, 
there would be no competition for the girls 
to play in. A special mention goes to Anthea 
Ferguson	who	played	 in	 the	open	division		
and	won	Fairest	and	Best	for	the	Northam	
Association. 
	 Two	twelve-year-old	girls,	Taylor	Ferguson	
and	Dereden	Moffet,	were	selected	to	train	
in	 the	 Cadet	 Programme	while	Natasha	
Gillett and Kara Scray were chosen to 
join the Academy Programme. These two 
programmes are run by Adele Symonds of 
Northam as extra training to help perfect 
Netball	skills.	Congratulations	to	these	girls;	
it is great that Toodyay is represented in this 
wonderful sport. 
 Next year we encourage a bigger following 
of girls and boys to this tremendous sport. 
The Toodyay Netball Association provides 
all uniforms and equipment for the children 
to play at no expense. The committee we 
have	 next	 year	 looks	 to	 be	 a	 dedicated	
committee. The aim is to encourage and 
promote Netball within our town. 
 Our meeting for 2010 will be held at 
Newcastle	Park	on	23rd	February.	A	reminder	
will be given closer to the date. 
	 So,	for	now,	thank	you	and	we’ll	see	you	
next year.
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Toodyay Junior 
Football Club

Under 13s Premiers

SATURDAY,	 12th September rounded off 
a	big	few	weeks	for	local	football	identity,	
Murray McBride.
	 Not	only	did	the	Toodyay	Junior	Football	
Club’s	Under	13s,	the	team	he	coaches,	win	
the premiership against ‘Saints’ on his 40th 
Birthday but, at the junior football windup 
for 2009, he was awarded life membership 
of	the	Toodyay	Football	Club.
 A surprised Murray was lost for words when 
he received his medal in front of the entire 
junior football players and parents. A few 
minutes later, a little less emotional Murray 
thanked	the	club	and	all	its	supporters.	He	
spoke	of	his	 passion	 for	 the	 sport	 and	 the	
friendships that he had formed over the 25 
years of his association with the club. He 
began as a junior and has been a player, 
coach, committee member and is still very 
committed	 to	 both	 the	 Junior	 and	 Senior	
clubs.

Coach and premiers singing club song

Final siren celebrations

Football
TOODYAY	Reserves	won	the	2009	MNFL	
Reserves	Grand	Final	at	Goomalling	Oval	
on	 Fathers	Day,	 6th September, defeating 
Calingiri	by	36	points.	Final	scores:	Toodyay	
14.11	(95)	def	Calingiri	8.11	(59).
 Winning 13 of their 14 games for 2009, 
they	were	able	to	shake	off	the	memories	of	
2008	(unbeaten	until	the	finals)	to	carry	off	
a resounding win.
	 Corey	Higgins	was	the	best	on	ground	for	
the	Lions,	winning	 the	 FBI	 in	 the	Grand	
Final.	James	Jaworski	kicked	the	first	goal	
for Toodyay, putting in a strong performance 
throughout.
	 Two	 goals	 straight	 from	Calingiri	were	
answered	by	Jaworski’s	goal	and	then	they	
seemed to come from everywhere, with 
Toodyay	kicking	10	goals		to	Calingiri’s	1.	
It	looked	all	over	with	scores	11.8	to	3.4	with	
Aaron	Brown	kicking	a	few	and	M	Pattings	
strong	in	the	ruck.
	 But	Calingiri	came	back	into	the	game	by	
kicking	the	next	5	goals.	Toodyay,	however,	
were able to wrap up the premiership with a 
goal	to	Stan	Collard.
	 The	Mortlock	Medal	for	2009	was	won	by	
Adam Pearce of Toodyay.
	 The	Toodyay	Football	Club	wind-up	was	
held on Saturday, 12th September.

Toodyay Golf Club 
Ladies Report

Kaye Rewell

ON 7th August, 2009 the Toodyay Golf 
Club	 had	 their	Ladies	Open	Day	with	 56	
participants from all over the Avon Valley 
and some ladies coming up from Perth 
for the day. The event was won by two of 
our	players,	Ann	Gault	and	Joy	Hamilton.	
We	wish	to	thank	the	sponsors	of	the	main	
trophy,	 the	Verna	Cook	Memorial	which	
was donated by her daughters who attended 
to present the trophies. We would also 
like	 to	 thank	 very	much	 our	 local	 donors	
who	were	Alan	 and	Carolyn	Rose	 from	
Toodyay	Classic	Cars,	Dr	Richard	Walkey	

Toodyay Ladies 
Bowling

June Eastwood

SUNDAY	27th	September	saw	the	official	
opening of the Toodyay bowling season. 
Nearly all of our lady bowlers were able to 
attend what was a very enjoyable day. The 
weather was perfect for the two games of ten 
ends and congratulations go to Sadie Gilpin, 
Des	Smith	and	Archie	Archer	who	were	the	
winning Triples team on the day. The day 
concluded	with	a	magnificent	afternoon	tea	
and fellowship.
 Two of our ladies, Lyn Hayes and Kaye 
Rewell, are off to Malaysia for four days of 
competition and we wish them the best of 
luck.
	 The	Ladies’	official	opening	day	will	be	
held on Wednesday 7th October. This is 
a 9am for 9.30am start. The game will be 
followed by a luncheon with all members 
contributing a plate.
	 Any	 ladies	 who	 think	 they	 may	 like	
to try their hand at the game are most 
welcome.	Flat-soled	shoes	are	a	must,	but	
we have bowls to loan. Social days are 
each Wednesday and we welcome any 
ladies interested to come and join us on that 
morning. 

and	the	Bendigo	Bank	who	donated	money	
to	buy	 the	magnificent	 trophies	 for	all	 the	
other winners on the day. It was a very 
successful event and everyone really enjoyed 
themselves with a good sporting time and a 
very nice spread for lunch and afternoon tea. 
Thank	you	to	all	the	volunteers	on	the	day,	
men and lady members of the club. 
 On the 10th September, the Toodyay Golf 
Ladies held a fund raising day for Breast 
Cancer	 research.	Ten	 Ladies	 teed	 off	 at	
9.30am to play nine holes of Stableford 
competition. Soup and crusty bread was 
available for purchase for lunch and was 
enjoyed	by	players	and	guests	Lyn	and	Jan.
 The format of the day was a ‘bring and 
buy’ stall, but it was decided to auction all 
the goods. The auction was very capably 
handled	 by	Margaret	 and	 her	 helper	Dee.	
Much fun was had by all and the sum of $420 
was raised, this included competition fees, 
raffle,	cash	donations	and	auction.	Thanks	to	
the	men	for	buying	raffle	tickets.	By	the	way,	
the golf was won by Gale Anderson with 20 
points. 

To the members of the Toodyay Ladies Golf 
Club, please accept our apologies in placing 
your report in the wrong section of last 
month’s Toodyay Herald

Ed.

Toodyay Cricket
John Lucas
Secretary / Treasurer

THE	Toodyay	Cricket	 Club	 plans,	 once	
again, to have teams in the under 13 and 
under	16	competition	in	the	Northam	Junior	
Cricket	Association.	Games	are	played	on	
Saturday mornings from 8.30am to 12noon at 
Bakers	Hill,	Northam	and	Toodyay	venues.
	 Training	 for	 the	 next	 few	weeks	will	 be	
on Thursdays at the town oval nets from 
4.45pm; all past and present players are 
welcome. Parental support and involvement 
is encouraged. The season starts on Saturday, 
24th October.
 The seniors’ one ‘A’ and one ‘B’ grade 
teams will also compete in the Northam 
Cricket	Association	with	 games	 also	 held	
in	Toodyay,	Northam	 and	Bakers	Hill	 on	

Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The season 
commences on Saturday, 17th October and 
Sunday 18th October. Senior training is on 
Thursdays at the oval nets from 5.15pm.
 The recently held AGM of the club resulted 
in	the	following	office	bearers	being	elected:
President	 Mick	Geary
Vice President Suzette Geary
Secretary	/	Treasurer	 John	Lucas
Committee	 Peter	Dasborough,	

Wayne Mast in , 
Jason	 Higgins ,	
Blade Brown

	 Northam	Association	Directors	 are	 John	
Lucas	and	Peter	Dasborough.
	 For	more	information	on	Toodyay	Cricket	
Club	contact	 the	Secretary,	John	Lucas	on	
9574 2406.

Expressions of Interest
Toodyay Town Oval Advertising Signage.
Contact	John	Lucas	–	9574	2406
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LJ Hooker 
Toodyay
08 9574 2455

Visit our websites:
ljhooker.com
reiwa.com
realestate.com

112a Stirling Terrace
Ph 9574 2455

toodyay@ljh.com.au

This 2,154sqm block is elevated 
to take advantage of the stunning 
views across to the farmland hills 
beyond. Situated a short stroll 
to the town centre. Build your 
dream home and become part of 
this country community.
$130,000

594 square metre building site 
in quiet location. A stroll to all 
facilities of the Town. Currently 
includes large enclosed shed.

$109,000
NEW LISTING

RIVERSIDE 
CUL-DE-SAC

HIDDEN VALLEY
Tucked away in a quiet location 
just north of Toodyay is this 
picturesque 50 acres. Rolling 
hillsides, bore & 4,500sqm & 
1,500sqm dams. 2 bedroom 
house, sheds and rainwater 
tanks.
$490,000

UNDER OFFER

GEORGEOUS VIEWS
ON HALF ACRE

Country Comfort. Double brick 3 
bedroom and study home. Spa-
cious rooms. powered single ga-
rage.
$250,000 NEW LISTING

BOLGART HOME 
ON 2006 SQM

LIGHT AND BRIGHT 
HOME IN TOWN 

NEW LISTING Neat and tidy 3x1` set  on 
595sqm, tucked away from 
the main thoroughfare while 
still close enough to stroll to 
the shopping precinct. Freshly 
painted ready to move in and 
relax.
$256,000

5AC Hilltop Opportunity Calling! 
Gentle sloping natural 5 ac 
private escape enjoys fabulous 
views over farmland to distant 
hills. Build your dream home just 
30 mins from Midland CBD.
$300,000

MORANGUP

NEW LISTING

DISPLAY VILLA
READY TO VIEW

Riverside main street location. A 
choice of two or three bedrooms, 
main with built in robes. Spacious 
kitchen with ample bench 
space leading into dining/family 
room. Lounge with split system 
airconditioning. Secured back 
yard with patio and storage shed

BRAND NEW WITH TIME TO 
PAY. 
Select yours now!

$299,000-$310,000

ELEGANT 4 BEDROOM HOME
Nestled in established gardens 
on 800sqm just a short stroll from 
the river and town. All bedrooms 
have BIR. The Kingsize master 
bedroom has double BIR and 
bay window.

$365,000

SOLD

Former Cino’s building vacant 
freehold offered for sale complete! 
2 titles and lovely gardens to the 
river edge. Built and established 
in 2002, this prime site with 
extra development land has a 
reputation as Toodyay’s finest 
and newest main street property.

$699,000

RARE OPPORTUNITY

NEW LISTING

Shaded by tall majestic white 
gums. Neat and tidy with 
driveways and firebreaks and 
nature-friendly fencing. Set high 
on a ridgeline, this is a beautiful 
level block to enjoy a peaceful 
existence close to nature in total 
privacy.
$189,000

6 ACRES NATURAL 
BUSHLAND

Wrapped in verandahs, freshly 
decorated, including new kitchen 
& airconditioning. Presented in 
excellent condition this 5 acre 
property is suitable for many 
pursuits with winter creek, shady 
trees & privacy.

$369,000

3 BEDROOM COTTAGE


