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ARSON squad detectives are investigating 
a fire at Ray White Real Estate in Toodyay 
on Friday, 11th September, 2009.
 Fire fighters were called just before 5am 
after a passing motorist noticed smoke 
coming through the roof of the building in 
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay and called 000.
 Detective Sergeant David Gorton, from 
the arson squad, said it appeared the fire 
had started in a garbage bin at the rear of the 
building and had spread into the building. 
The arsonist had also attempted to set the 
building’s door on fire.
 Investigations are continuing, with police 
reminding the public that there may be a 
reward of up to $50,000 for information 
that leads to the successful conviction of an 
offender charged with Arson.
 Tony Maddox, principal of Ray White 
Toodyay, was awoken soon after 5am to be 
told his offices were on fire. After a mad dash 
into town, he discovered the entire building 
burnt to the ground.
 “My heart and soul were shattered,” he 

said. “After 19 years of operating from the 
premises, you get attached to the building 
and the contents, just like your own home. 
The fire destroyed precious memories, 
photos and the like.”
 Tony praised the fire crew for saving all 
that they did. “Without their tremendous 
effort, we would have lost the entire façade 
as well,” he said. “They are a credit to our 
community.”
 On Friday afternoon and Saturday, the staff, 
along with a team of volunteers, managed to 
recover most of the files and records from 
the office. Nearly all the documents and 
files were saved, albeit smoke and water 
damaged, so the task of photocopying all 
has begun.
 Offers from throughout the community 
were thick and fast. Firstly, John Butler from 
LJ Hookers supplied the business with an 
office and the necessities to recommence 
operations in his premises. “You may have 
noticed the Ray White flag flying alongside 
the LJ Hooker sign – now that’s a first!” said 
Tony. “Thanks John, Nuala and the girls, 
especially for breakfast.”
 Dean Carter from the supermarket 

immediately offered them the use of two 
rooms in which to store all their saved files 
and the use of the market land if they needed 
it.
 Many offers to help came from the 
community. There were offers of support, 
help in carrying files, scrubbing down desks 
and filing cabinets, offers of alternative office 

space, help with computers, photos, typing, 
sorting; all types of support from all types of 
people. Tony says, “To Dean, to all of you, 
THANK YOU.”
 The Bendigo Bank has put their plans on 
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Toodyay Olive 
Growers

Margaret McKeown

THE results of judging for the 2009 
Perth Royal Show Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
Competition were announced recently. 
A panel of judges tasted 172 olive oils, 
mainly from Western Australia, but 
entries were also received from Victoria 
and New South Wales. The panel was 
chaired by Richard Gawel, a renowned 
Australian olive oil taster.
 Oils were tested to determine that 
they were extra virgin oils and also to 
determine whether the oils were delicate, 
medium or robust in style. The judges 
assessed each oil, awarding points for 
aroma and taste. 
 Four oils from three Toodyay olive 
groves were awarded medals in the 
competition.
 Ann and Bridget’s Amberfield grove 
won a bronze medal for their blend 
of  Verdale,  Californian Queen and 
Manzanillo varieties. Amberfield oil is 
available from Ann and Bridget.
 John and Margaret’s Esslemont Estate 
grove won a bronze medal for their blend 
from WA Mission, Frantoio and Leccino 
varieties. Esslemont Estate oil is available 
from the grove at Timberden Drive, 
Julimar, the Toodyay Visitor Centre and 
many outlets in Perth.
 Mick and Margaret’s Place of Plenty 
grove won two bronze medals: one for 
their Corregiola variety and one for their 
California Mission variety. Place of 
Plenty oil is available from the grove on 
the Northam-Toodyay Rd, Toodyay Home 
Fresh and the Toodyay Visitor Centre.
 These awards confirm the continuing 
production of excellent extra virgin olive 
oil of consistent quality from Toodyay 
olive groves.

2 x 9. ufn

A Quiet Country Cottage
 Do you need to get away?
Your answer is in Toodyay.

  Mid week Special is
Book 3 Nights & get the 4th night FREE

Weekend Special is
Book Fri & Sat night and stay Sun for FREE
Early 1900’s Heritage hand made mud brick

cottage set on 7 acres of peace,
quiet and seclusion. The cottage is fully self-
contained with three bedrooms including two

queen and two single beds.
 It has an open fire in the lounge and a big

claw foot bath on the veranda to
soak in whilst the sun is setting.

Lots of fun things to do in the area
with the kids.

Situated 9kms before Toodyay and only
85kms from Perth.

www.hoddywellcottage.com.au

HODDYWELL
COTTAGE

Call Suzzanne on
9446 2271 or
0414 943 823
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hold to utilise the two rooms where the beauty 
salon once was and allowed Ray White to set 
up in there. “What a ‘Community’ bank,” said 
Tony. The new signs were approved by the Shire 
within two days thanks to the efforts of Kirsten 
and Debra.
 Ray White Corporate Office managed to save 
the data from the hard drives and transfer them 
onto new computers. By Friday afternoon, 
Ray White around WA found out about the 
fire and offers of help started coming through 
immediately. Darryl Green from Ray White 
Special Projects immediately rang Tony and 
insisted on a trip to Officeworks on Saturday 
morning and then proceeded to drive a car full 
of gear up to Toodyay to help Tony’s team out. 
For the next two weeks, assistance came from 
Broome to Denmark and all over WA. Tony 
also received a personal call from the big boss 
himself, Brian White, from Queensland offering 
any help and support needed from corporate; 
help which was forthcoming.
 “The strong support from a fantastic 
organisation like Ray White has been 
unbelievable. I am a very proud man to say I 
belong to this wonderful organisation,” Tony 
Maddox said.
 Tony would like to thank all the people that 
have helped him. “I would like to say a very 
special thank you to all my staff! Without their 
help, we wouldn’t have an office. Judy Fisher, 
you are a very special lady. Thank you! Amy 
and Emily, you’re the best. And, to Lang, mate, a 
million thanks,” he said. “They have all worked 
so hard since the fire to enable us to have this 
new office. What a great Team. Thanks, guys. 
(Imagine what they can do for your property!)
 “To my family, Mandy and the kids, thanks. 
They have given me the strength to carry on.
 “Lastly, to our wonderful community in 
Toodyay. You have all been so supportive, I 
simply wouldn’t want to be anywhere else in 
the world but here. Thank you!”
 Tony Maddox will report next month on the 
progress and rebuilding ideas as they proceed 
towards a new building for Toodyay’s main 
street.

Community Phoenix Rises, cont’d from p1
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AQUARIUS
FREIGHT

Water carrier in the
Shire of  Toodyay &

surrounding districts

WATER SUPPLIES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock

15,500 litre capacity
Contact Kevin Hogg

9574 2044
Mobile 0427 742 043

A LOCAL business has been prosecuted 
by the Toodyay Shire Council for trading 
without planning permission – but they are 
still unable to open the doors to the public.
  At the court hearing in September, 
solicitors for the Shire of Toodyay 
requested a penalty of $150,000 for 
trading without the approval of the local 
authority, 60% of the maximum penalty.  
Landscaping and Outdoor Hire did not 
challenge the indictment and were fined 
a total of $27,000.  The business has been 
directed by the Shire to remain closed until 
further works are carried out, including 
landscaping of the front verge at Extracts 
Industrial Park.  The estimated cost of the 
required works is approximately $100,000.
  Landscaping and Outdoor Hire applied 
for planning and development permission 
in May 2008, but were hampered by 
red tape and additional conditions being 
imposed.  The business commenced trading 
in a limited format after three months of 
progressive and unsuccessful negotiations 
with the Shire and after expending over 
$40,000 to meet conditions.
  Spokesperson for the Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce, Mike Knowles, says that 
the Chamber of Commerce and business 
community are extremely disappointed.
  “The Shire of Toodyay administration 
allowed the court case against Landscaping 
Outdoor and Hire to proceed after the 
Chamber had already discussed the 
situation with them,” he said.  “We were 
of the belief that every attempt would be 
made to avoid this situation.  This is not a 
good outcome for that particular business 
venture and definitely not a good outcome 
for future business investment in the Shire 
of Toodyay.”
  Landscaping and Outdoor Hire remains 

Business Doors 
Still Closed

closed until further notice.  The proprietors 
declined to make comment yesterday.

Pictured, left - the premises at 
Landscaping Outdoor and Hire - closed 

for development

Police Beat
Paul McComish
Station Officer in Charge

POLICE are seeking any information with 
regard to the recent fire at Ray White’s on 
11th September, 2009. The fire appears to 
have been deliberately started. A reminder 
that there may be a reward of up to $50,000 
for information that leads to the successful 
conviction of an offender charged with 
arson.
  Toodyay is currently experiencing a 
number of instances involving youth who 
have manufactured explosive devices and 
set them off down along the Avon River 
and the skate park. Apart from the obvious 
risk of personal injury there is also the very 
likelihood of starting a fire and as we are 
approaching the fire season, it is a timely 
reminder for everyone to do their best to 
reduce fire risk. Parent should be vigilant 
about their children’s activity. Remember 
idle hands can be the devils playground.
 Vandalism by graffiti keeps rearing its 
ugly head around town and challenges the 
efforts of the many people and agencies 
that work towards creating the tourist 
destination of Toodyay. Let’s all play 
our part in stamping these crimes out 
and report any occurrences to the Police.  
Burglaries are another concern for Toodyay 
with constant thefts occurring, particularly 
in the sub - divisions. Please place 
identification marks on your property, 
lock everything up that you can and try 
and develop a co-operative arrangement 
with your neighbour and take care of 
each other’s belongings. Please note down 
the registration numbers of suspicious 
vehicles and report any activity in your 
neighbourhood that may be criminal. 
  The Toodyay Police phone number 
is 9574 2212. If the local Police are 
not in the office, your call will be 
answered and Police attention directed 
to your needs. Remember 000 is for an 
emergency! Should you wish to pass on 
any information of a non urgent nature 
you can email the Toodyay Police Station 
via ToodyayPolStn@police.wa.gov.au or 
the Station Officer In Charge via paul.
mccomish@police.wa.gov.au

TDHS Celebrates 
National Literacy 

Week
NATIONAL Literacy Week was celebrated 
by Toodyay District High School on Tuesday 
1st and Wednesday 2nd September.
 All students from Kindergarten to year 10 
were involved in the two-day programme, 
which was conducted in Toodyay Memorial 
Hall. Many students had their work exhibited 
and teachers organised literacy and numeracy 
activities to give all students the opportunity 
to  experience the highlights of the day.
 The programme is in its second year and 
has been the brainchild of Ms Pratt and Ms 
Whitney, along with Mrs Ogles and Miss 
Brown, all teachers at the school.
 The P&C has been most supportive of the 
staff in the organisation of the programme 
as has the local Shire Council. The P&C 
has given financial support to ensure further 
success on the day.
 Yummy chummy catering students served 
refreshments to the public throughout the 
day. Many tourists and visitors to our town 
enjoyed the hospitality, the yummy coffee 
and cake as well as the students at work in 
the hall.

 All activities were coordinated by senior 
students in the school, which offered a 
wonderful opportunity for peer support and 
vertical integration of the students.
 Although there is enormous effort involved 
in moving the students from the school 
to the hall in a safe and orderly manner, 
Acting Principal, Wendy Camenzuli, said 
the programme has been highly successful 
both educationally and socially for all 
participating students. She would like to see 
the programme become part of the school 
calendar into the future.

Macaulie Eddy and Robbie Ashby
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Bureaucracy gone wrong?

TO TOODYAY COUNCILLORS, regarding 
the proposed Landscape and Outdoor Supply 
Business at Extracts Estate.
 After all the rhetoric heard from the 
proponents and the Local Authority, have we 
achieved or are we going to achieve a good 
outcome for the community?
 Surely there is a less acrimonious path 
the Councillors can follow to resolve 
issues, not enflame them. If bureaucratic 
process undermines Councillors’ ability to 
resolve issues, then the democratic process 
has collapsed.

 Greg Downie

What is representation?

I WOULD JUST like to comment on a 
remark made by Councillor Jackson at the 
last Ratepayers meeting.
 He said, with a smirk, that he worked for 
the community, not just the 20 plus people 
in that room.
 Just what community were you referring 
to, Councillor? The Toodyay community 
who, in late 2007, presented the Shire 
Administration with 280-plus written 
submissions on the recreation facilities, the 
vast majority of which rejected option 7?
The Council of the day voted unanimously 
to reject option 7, hence the saying it was 
“dead in the water”.
Or is it the ‘community’ which forms an 8 
person committee, top heavy with Council 
representatives, which overturns the wishes 
of the people and reinstates option 7?
 A committee which was not presented 
with a petition from the home owners, who 
would be affected by that decision, and was 
not offered any alternative to a single site, 
despite the question being asked at a Council 
meeting and answered in the affirmative?
 Working for the Toodyay Community 
Councillor Jackson? I’d like to see that!

Mona Coffey

How big is big enough?

SO THE SIGN ON the Toodyay Visitor 
Centre has been replaced with signs that 
comply with the local policy. I would like 
to make a couple of points.
1. It took a long time, a very long time. I 

don’t think the Shire would have shown 
the same patience toward a ratepayer or 
business being non-compliant for that 
length of time.

2. The new signs will, slowly but surely, 
reduce visitor numbers to the centre. The 
only thing it has got going for it is the 
big blue I for Information Sign, which is 
non-compliant but exempt as it is seen as 
being a necessary directional sign. It is 
interesting to note that most of the exempt 
signs would be non compliant under our 
policy.  They are designed to work. 

Richard Dymond

TOODYAY SANDS
House, Shed & Tank pads Site levelling & Cleaning Rock walls
Driveways Firebreaks Septic systems Bitumen works

Horse Arenas Post Holes
Suppliers of Sand, Gravel, Moss & Gravel Rock

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator & Truck hire

Phone Peter & Ev Wacura
(08) 9574 2444
042 9983 245

Simon Wacura
(08) 9574 5255

041 2014 712Email: toodyaysands@hotmail.com

Free Quotes Servicing
Metro & Country Areas

Playground equipment unsatisfying

I AM WRITING to express my and my 
children’s disappointment at the Council’s 
choice of new play equipment in Duidgee 
Park. The old wooden and steel equipment, 
for example, the cubby house and the ramp 
and slide with flying fox were much loved 
feature of the park. 
 It is such a shame to see the generic, plastic, 
play equipment companies, having destroyed 
most good parks in Perth, extending their 
tentacles out to Toodyay. 

 The ‘old’ pieces blended in well with 
the surroundings and were much more 
interesting for kids.
 Surely they cannot have been removed for 
‘safety reasons’? The pine was weathered, so 
splinters would be unlikely and the flying fox 
was over soft ground. Does anything with 
the slightest element of excitement have to 
be removed in case anyone sues? We trust 
the remaining pieces of ‘old’ play equipment 
will be left alone. 
 I thought the cubby house may have been 
dismantled owing to the large amount of 
obscene graffiti on its walls but not so; 
the few pieces that have been recycled / 
relocated within the area still have graffiti 
on them.
 The plastic train is boring, non-interactive 
and does nothing. The ‘monkey bars’ are 
pathetic – too low to the ground and too 
short. The ‘surf board’ things – what are 
they? – in the middle play area are laughable 
eyesores.
 Even the ‘spider’ rope climbing frame 
which, initially, saw a rush of children, has 
markedly lost the crowds – once you climb 
it, as we all have, you’ve ‘done’ it.
 It is also a site that encourages bullying of 
younger kids by older. On several occasions 
other parents and I have had to step in to 
break up fights. 
 On behalf of the kids who love the park, I 
appeal to the Council to please reinstate the 
flying fox. 

Naomi Millett

Democracy?

PHIL COFFEY’S LETTER (Toodyay 
Herald Sept 09) stated democracy can be a 
fragile thing. I believe that democracy, when 
applied by the Shire of Toodyay, is to the 
benefit of the Shire only; residents and rate 
payers are an inconvenience.
 Take the vote of 8-0 last year on Option 7 of 
the recreation study: having been told it was 
‘dead in the water’, the residents who were 
faced with the loss of their properties got on 
with their lives, after the good news. But the 
Shire would not accept defeat. The following 
is how I believe the Shire conducted itself:

1. They selected an area and called it 
Option 7;

2. Without consultation with the residents, 
they tried an early vote when most people 
were on holiday and there was no Herald;

3. When it was made clear to them there 
had not been enough time to consult, 
they extended the period, still without 
contacting affected property owners;

4. They held a Shire meeting out at 
Beejording to decide upon Option 7 
(this important a  meeting should have 
been held in town);

5. Option 7 was voted down 8 - 0;
6. They formed a committee;
7. Shire started purchasing properties in the 

area of Option 7;
8. Committee hand in final report, what a 

surprise; not only is Option 7 alive and 
well, but the Shire has pre-empted the 
committee with their land purchases in 
Option 7. How could that happen?

9. Before the vote, were the councillors 
made aware of the Shires’ declaration 
of interest?

10. It states, “you will be treated as having a 
financial interest in a matter if either you 
OR a person with whom you are closely 
associated has a direct financial Or a 
proximity interest in the matter” : Local 
Govt Act 1995;

11. As the Shire had already purchased 
property in the area of Option 7, all the 
councillors who voted yes were clearly 
in breach of their Shire’s own declaration 
of interest. Surely this should have made 
their votes invalid.

 Look at the background section on page 
one of the committee report. There is not one 
single mention that Option 7 was defeated 
8-0. This was the reason for the formation 
of a committee.
 Who is responsible for this deliberate 
omission?
 I will let the CEO Mr Merrick respond 
through the November issue of the Toodyay 
Herald for, without the Herald, residents 
and rate payers would have no voice when it 
comes to the democratic principles as applied 
by the Shire.
 Electors of Toodyay; ask your ward 
councillor how they voted on Option 7 
and did they change their vote from their 
original?
Also ask new candidates what they think of 

people losing their properties to a sporting 
complex.
 If their preference is sporting complex and 
fields over residents and their homes and 
property, vote accordingly.
 Now THAT is democracy.

Graeme Buchanan

Dog attacks - Folewood Rd

WE LIVE IN Folewood Road and have a 
small flock of sheep to keep the grass down. 
In the last three weeks, two of our sheep have 
been murdered by dogs. 
 The first one was completely torn apart, 
then, about 14 days later, another was 
mutilated around the neck and left the die.  
I have heard on the grapevine that someone 
else in our area also lost a sheep around the 
same time.
 Our property is well fenced but it doesn’t 
seem to keep the dogs out. We have sheep 
to keep the grass down which also reduces 
the risk of bush fires.
 We are concerned that people are letting 
their dogs roam without any concern for 
others and the environment. 
 People need to understand that all dogs 
are capable of killing a sheep and it doesn’t 
matter what size they are, so please be 
responsible for your dogs if you value them, 
as farmers will shoot to protect their stock.
 We do not know the exact dates but the first 
one was around 2nd September and the last 
one was around Tuesday 15th September. 

Suzanne Felder

If anyone has any knowledge of these attacks, 
please contact the Ranger Services on 9574 
4555 with as much detail as possible. Photos 
of the dogs would be appreciated if possible.

Ed

Proposed Landfill

HOW MANY RESIDENTS of the Shire of 
Toodyay are aware of the proposal for a Class 
2 Waste Landfill Facility in Chitty Road? I 
was alerted to it by an advertisement in the 
Avon Advocate (which costs $1.20) and, as 
far as I am aware, there has, to date, been 
no notice in the Toodyay Herald or on the 
Community Noticeboard despite the closing 
date for submissions being 15th October. 
The Proposal is on the Council website but, 
unless you have a computer and regularly 
search the documents on the site, you would 
not have found it.
 Longer term residents will remember that a 
similar proposal was refused by the Council 
in 1998 and withdrawn after strong public 
opposition in Toodyay and neighbouring 
Shires which included a Public Meeting at 
the site. At the time, the proponent could 
have appealed and possibly succeeded and 
my understanding is that, with changes in 
the Law since that time, an Appeal is more 
likely to succeed now.
 Class 2 Waste can contain household 
waste which can putrefy, asbestos and 
asbestos cement, biomedical waste and 
solids which have been in contact with 
materials hazardous to human health and 
the environment. The site has been shown 
to have several earthquake fault lines in the 
vicinity as well as Jimperding Brook and 
streams which flow into Harper Brook after 
crossing fertile farmland and wineries. 
 I believe the Council and other responsible 
authorities need to take independent expert 
advice on these matters in view of the many 
problems which have occurred in the past 
with so-called safe sites and also be prepared 
to take an active role in the day to day site 
management. The current proposal tends 
to gloss over the earthquake fault lines and 
water leakage problems which stopped the 
project in 1998 by claiming ‘best practice’ 
but these problems would not have gone 
away! The type of waste and its quality is the 
responsibility of the ‘Owner of the Waste’, 
that is the person dumping it, which suggests 
no checks are to be made or proper controls 
put in place.
 To prevent Toodyay becoming a dumping 
ground for Perth’s waste we need to make 
our position clear at this stage and to continue 
lobbying when and where necessary. 
Remember submissions are due by 15th 
October and the next Council Meeting is 
on the same day at Julimar Fire Shed when 
questions can be asked. I urge you to attend.

Richard Wilkinson

The notification is contained in ‘News from 
Our Shire’ on Page 21 of this issue.

Ed

Did the CEO Mislead Councillors?

THOSE TOODYAY COUNCILLORS who 
have a concern for the community and a 
sense of fairness were outraged when they 
discovered that the CEO, Mr Merrick, had 
apparently misled them on the issue of 
the prosecution of the business known as 
Landscaping and Outdoor Hire. 
 In the officer’s recommendation to Council 
at the April 2009 Ordinary Council Meeting, 
it was clear that Landscaping Outdoor and 
Hire was a company, not just a trading 
partnership. Under Company Law the 
maximum penalty for trading without the 
approval of the local authority is $250,000. 
As a first offence it is usual for the court 
to impose a fine set at around 10% of the 
maximum. A business not trading as a 
company is liable for a maximum fine of 
$50,000 for the same offence. The court 
usually has the same 10% penalty for a first 
offence.
 Mr. Merrick, the CEO of the Shire of 
Toodyay, told Councillors that Landscaping 
Outdoor and Hire would only face a fine of 
around $5,000. He also pointed out that the 
intent was to use the move to prosecution 
as a threat to make sure the required works 
were carried out.
 At the court hearing in Northam on 
Monday 14th September 2009, the solicitors 
for the Shire requested a penalty of 60% of 
the maximum. This would have meant a 
fine of $150,000 (plus costs). The evidence 
would suggest that the intent was not just to 
get Landscaping Outdoor and Hire to comply 
with the works orders, but to put them out of 
business. It is expected that Mr. Merrick will 
be asked to answer some serious questions 
over this issue. If this does not happen then 
the Councillors are letting the community 
down.
 Landscaping Outdoor and Hire started 
talking to the Shire in May 2008 in good 
faith. All they wanted to do was run a 
business from a property with a pre existing 
shed which had also been used to conduct a 
business. However the Shire administration 
demanded much stiffer and more costly 
compliance orders than had been required 
by the previous tenants of the building. This 
caused delays that put financial strain on 
Landscaping Outdoor and Hire. They wrote 
to the Shire explaining their predicament 
and pointed out that they had to start trading, 
but would comply with all demands as soon 
as possible. The directors of Landscaping 
Outdoor and Hire are community minded 
people who have contributed to the district 
in many ways over quite a few years. They 
live, work and shop in Toodyay.
 It should have been possible to negotiate a 
timetable to achieve the Shire’s requirements 
and allow a new business to commence 
trading in our small country town. All other 
country towns do their best to attract new 
businesses, which create employment and 
give access to goods and services at the 
local level. This is not a big city where 
leniency could get out of control and cause 
chaos. We are a community that should work 
together for the mutual good and our Shire 
administration should also be a part of that. 
At the moment the perception is that they 
are not here for the community. The fact 
that nobody from the Shire administration 
visited, or even rang Tony Maddox and 
his team after fire destroyed their Real 
Estate business in the main street of town, 
reinforces this perception. We should expect 
better attitudes and practices.

Peter Robinson
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letters
Targa West

FIRSTLY I WOULD like to congratulate the 
Quit Targa West Crew on another successful 
event, the 5th successful year.
 The event brings a large number of visitors 
to the Shire of Toodyay and, as a result, 
this brings healthy revenue to the towns 
of Toodyay, Bindoon and surrounding 
areas. Not only does it bring revenue but it 
showcases the beautiful shire in which we 
live.
 I have spoken to many business owners 
following this year’s event and they all stated 
that they were very busy on that weekend 
serving spectators, support crew, competitors 
and larger number of locals as well.
 With regard to Richard Wilkinson’s letter 
in The Toodyay Herald (“Targa West”, 
September 2009), I would like to respond 
to a few remarks he made in regards to the 
running of the rally. I would like to state that 
the majority of land owners affected by the 
road closures were, indeed, supporting the 
event; the majority of the neighbourhood 
was either volunteering to support the rally 
or taking the opportunity to have a barbeque 
with friends and family whilst enjoying the 
event.
 The organisers of the event gave plenty 
of notice of pending road closures on the 
event stages; these had been approved by the 
Police department and the Shires the events 
run through. People who did not want to be 
spectators of the event received plenty of 
notice to leave their premises, maybe to visit 
an old friend they haven’t seen in a while or 
to come into town to try some of the fantastic 
cafés Toodyay has to offer.
 On another note, do we complain about the 
noise and disturbance of the Avon Descent 
or the Moondyne Festival? Or do we simply 
take it all in our stride as a community-
building exercise that boosts the moral of 
our rural community? 
 Remember, it’s only one weekend in an 
entire year, so take your up-tight, negative 
attitude back to the city where it belongs! 
Our rural community is here to be enjoyed 
by all. If some of us had sealed roads on our 
properties, we would be happy to have the 
Rally there; problem is we don’t and, as it is 
a TARMAC rally, this isn’t a solution.
 This event has been organised and run 
along similar lines to the very popular and 
world-renowned Targa Tasmania, which has 
been running for over 10 years in Tassie. In 
Tasmania rural communities actually contest 
to HAVE the event running through their 
towns and shires! 
 We hope the event continues and goes from 
strength to strength, and continues to bring 
revenue and tourism to the Shire of Toodyay 
for many years to come. We will continue 
to support and volunteer our time to ensure 
its safe running for many years to come and 
hope the members of this great community 
do as well.

Brenton Chrimes and Support Crew

World Vision

SINCE APRIL, WORLD Vision has been 
urging individuals, families, businesses, 
community groups and sporting clubs across 
Australia to take up the World Vision Family 
Challenge and sponsor a child in need. 
 The last 12 months have been tough. 
Communities across Australia have endured 
horrific natural disasters; lots of families 
and businesses are experiencing serious 
financial stress in the wake of the global 
financial crisis; and for many, the future feels 
uncertain. 
 Despite this, we have been immensely 
moved by the response of thousands of 
Australians who have heard our call to action 
to help in the fight against global poverty 
and decided to do something about it. From 
Toowoomba to Wanneroo, more than 11,000 
Australians have shown great compassion for 
children living in some of the world’s poorest 
communities by becoming World Vision 
child sponsors. For these lucky children 
across Asia, Africa and Latin America, this 
means access to school, health facilities and 
clean water for them and the communities 
they live in. 
 But for the 1.25 billion people around the 
world living on less than US$1.25 a day, 
things are considerably worse. Their plight 
is desperate, and we must act.
 Our goal at World Vision is to have as 
many Australian families recognise the 
contribution they can make as a global 
citizen to this dilemma and sponsor a child. 
Alleviating poverty is a massive task that 

we all share, but the contribution from each 
individual and family makes a big difference. 
 This is why we have aimed high, to try to 
find 5,000 more child sponsors. If we share 
this task throughout Australian communities, 
it means we need 13 people from across the 
Midlands region, to get together with their 
families, friends, colleagues, clubs and 
community groups and participate in child 
sponsorship today.
 Whatever family you’re from, World 
Vision encourages your family to sponsor 
a child today and become part of this 
nationwide challenge to make a difference to 
children living in poverty across the world.
 The cost of child sponsorship is just 
$43 per month. Each sponsor receives an 
annual progress report about the child they 
sponsor and their community’s development. 
Families and individuals can sign up for child 
sponsorship online at www.worldvision.
com.au or by calling World Vision on 13 32 
40.
Thank you.

 Tim Costello
Chief Executive

World Vision Australia

Silver Chain

HOW BLESSED WE are in Toodyay to have 
the services of  the Silver Chain ladies.
 I had an accident in August followed by an 
operation to plate two broken bones in my 
arm. Being disabled and needing to use a 
wheelchair, having only one good hand left 
me useless.
 So the lovely ladies have been taking care 
of my personal needs. I will never be able to 
thank you enough. I would not have gotten 
through this stressful time without your help, 
ladies.
 Also, thank you Pam and Jenny who looked 
after me going in the Toodyay Ambulance 
down to Swan District Hospital.
 We have special people in our Toodyay.   
Thank you.

Ruth Fitzclarence
Carlton Cold Tosser

WE, THE MEMBERS of the Coondle/
Nunile fire-shed, who have struggled to 
keep our roadsides tidy, have had a win! The 
subject of my last letter, the Phantom Carlton 
Cold Stubby Tosser, has either read and 
heeded my plea or moved on. Either way, 
many thanks. Now we have the shire, with 
their road shoulder upgrade,  inadvertently 
cleaning up the Bindi Bindi roadside. Just 
think if they had meant it!! Also, after 
about 2 years of asking, we now have the 
trees on Coondle West Road trimmed. The 
shire boys have cleared most of the rubbish. 
Thanks boys.
 Who knows what’s next?

J Henderson

Mosaic

READERS MAY BE interested to see this 
section of a ‘mosiac’ I have been constructing 
on my kitchen wall. I have mostly used small 
pieces of china and glass picked up around 
various Toodyay ruin sites, as well as ‘found 
objects’ collected on my walks. 
 Some pieces are permanently sealed on, but 
I’ve cheated (using blue tack) with the ‘prize 
finds’ – among them a policeman’s button 
with the words ‘Gaol Department WA’ on it, a 
ceramic doll’s head, a 1947 and 1952 penny, 
glass bottle stoppers, coloured marbles, brass 
door keys, one and two cent pieces, china and 
resin dice…It is fascinating to me that there 
are still so many tiny things lying about – the 
resilient and tangible ephemera of Toodyay 
history!
 The difficulty for me with the mosaic is that 
the gathering process is so addictive – I might 
not stop until my whole kitchen is covered.

Naomi Millett.

 THE CURRENT area of Option 7 within 
Telegraph Road, Toodyay Street and Connor 
Street, is zoned residential and has been since 
the formation of the Toodyay 
Shire. 
 How does the shire propose to change the 
zoning to Sport and Recreation in the middle 
of this residential area?
 It can only be done by a majority of 
Councillors voting to change Town Planning 
By-laws. 
 After the October elections there will be 
new councillors. When the rezoning comes 
up for debate, those newly elected, along 
with  current councillors, will need to ask 
the residents affected whether they wish to 
have sport and recreation in their residential 
area, a question which has never been put to 
them.
 Our existing councillors and those new 
people who are standing for election  say 
they are there to represent their ratepayers’ 
views, but how can this happen when they 
won’t come and talk to those who put them 
there? All we get is an advert in the Toodyay 
Herald at election time, and never hear from 
them again.

Trevor Ralph
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AVON VALLEY PEST
CONTROL
(P.H.D. LIC 655)

PO Box 18
Toodyay

Telephone
9574 2639

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL REQUIREMENTS

Chris Openshaw

Commercial and Domestic Water
Cartage in the Shire of Toodyay 

and Surrounding Areas.
 Servicing New and Existing Clients, with 

Enthusiastic and Friendly Service.
Water for Tanks, Swimming Pools, Stock, 

water binding and road spraying etc
For an obligation free quote

Contact Peter or Ann on:
Mobile: 0428 928 086 

Home : 9574 5331

Locals Drop In
Les Hyde

RUMOUR has it that a couple of enterprising 
local lads recently decided to add to their 
weekend resources by conducting a quick 
recce and raid on the Liquor Store in the early 
hours of the morning. The illegal entry was 
the part that went off OK, but things began 
to come unstuck when it became time for a 
departure.
   Turns out that dropping down from the 
ceiling is a trick that isn’t reprised by an 
ability to drop back up again, and our two 
likely lads were still working on an idea, such 
as stacking something to climb up on, when 
their problem was solved for them by the 
arrival of police, who staged a quick arrest.
The yelling of the burglar alarm must have 
been what covered the approach of the Blues. 
(A note for next time — earplugs would have 
been a good thing to have.)
   A date with a local magistrate is imminent 
for each of the lads.

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob: 0438 919 932
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Toodyay Kindergym
Nyaree Lawler

CONGRATULATIONS to Sam Chitty for 
winning our Money Tree Raffle and we 
hope that all that scratching was fruitful! 
Thank you to Lotteries West for donating 
the scratchies and a very big thank you once 
again to the local community and visitors 
who helped to make the raffle one of our 
most successful fundraising activities this 
year.
 Keep an eye out over the coming months for 
our 2010 calendar which will be showcasing 
some of our beautiful local flora and fauna. 
These will make an affordable and unique 
Christmas gift.
 We were lucky enough to have a little 
bit of sunshine for our end of term outing 
in Duidgee Park. The train rides and the 
new play equipment in the park were both 
thoroughly enjoyed. Thank you to the 
Toodyay Miniature Railway volunteers who 
provided the much loved train rides. Shaun 
the Sheep is a popular new edition to the 
rides.
 Our AGM will be on 23rd October, so please 
have a think about joining our committee and 
supporting this community group which has 
been supporting our very young children for 
about 15 years (or more!) We are looking to 
make some significant and positive changes 
to the club in the near future to ensure that 
this service remains an affordable, fun 
activity for all families. 
 Toodyay Kindergym has classes every 
Friday, during school term, in the Pavilion 
at the Showgrounds at 9.30am. Remember, 
your first class is free. For more information, 
please contact our President, Karen on 
0421 357 333.

Bolgart Primary 
School

Elaine May
Registrar

I SINCERELY apologise to all who wished 
to read news about Bolgart last month and 
were unable to.
 We are at the end of term three already 
and the children are looking forward to their 
school holidays. This term has been very 
busy with lots of exciting things.
 The children were able to raise $132.00 
with the Jeans for Genes day. Bolgart 
Primary School also received a certificate 
of appreciation for raising $186.00 for Sids 
Kids. What a wonderful effort for two great 
causes.
 Our Aussies of the month for August were 
James Bain and Tristan Clark. For September 
we have Toni Westerside and Christopher 
Jackson. Remember these children are 
chosen by their peers so being a recipient is 
something of which to be very proud.
 A special thankyou goes to Ken and Loise 
Will from Hannaford Seedmaster Services 
of Vic Plains for their donation of $600.00 
which will be used to purchase the Oxford 
Atlas project books and DVD.
 The P&C has purchased two new tricycles 
for the younger children to use and they have 
already given a great deal of pleasure. Each 
of the bikes can take a passenger so they are 
a lot of fun.
 A special thank you goes out to our 

helpers with our tree planting being Monica, 
Marion, Selly, Vivienne, Dale, Michelle, 
Sue, Karlene, Nancy, Tomo and all staff 
and students. Mr May was again working 
extra hard as he spent time digging holes in 
very hard ground for the planters. Gwenda 
and Nancy were also instrumental in our 
Cemetery tree planting efforts as they 
provide the permission to let us be in the 
cemetery. All the students will now be 
rostered to water the trees at both the school 
and the cemetery. We’re very proud of our 
students for their commitment to their school 
and community, well done everyone.
 VPSSA, where surrounding schools in 
the Victoria Plains area compete against 
each other has been held and Bolgart had a 
lot of place getters and a wonderful school 
attitude. Our place getters were Girls U/7 
500m 1st Alix Kennedy, Boys U/7 500m 
3rd Joshua Hay, Girls U/9 1000m 6th Toni 
Westerside, Boys U/9 1000m 1st Reagan 
Clark, Girls U/11 1st Kate Bain 7th Renae 
Kesic 8th Sarah Jackson 9th Chloe Denning, 
Boys U/11 1500m 2nd Nathanael Mudgway 
5th James Bain, Girls open 2000m 8th 
Caitlin Donovan, Boys Open 2000m 2nd 
Kyle Martin 8th Christopher Jackson 9th 
Paul Cullen. Kate Bain was the U11 Girls 
Champion. It was impressive to hear the 
children encouraging each other during the 
races.
 Our Mortlock Athletics Carnival has also 
been held with Goomalling winning with 715 

points, Sacred Heart 691 and Bolgart 596 
points. Alix Kennedy was the Under 7 Girls 
Runner up champion, Regan Clark was the 
Under 9 boys Champion and Kate Bain was 
the Under 11 girls Champion. Again Bolgart 
was wonderful to watch and the support was 
great. Well done everyone.
 The Bush Poets incursion was a major 
success and the children loved the poems and 
the food. Everyone had a great time and lots 
of fun. Kerry and Rod Lee have made poems 
fun. Again a lot of people helped to make this 
day a success and I’d like to mention them 
here. Monica Lee for donating sausages and 

cooking, Tina Meston and Karlene Crane for 
scrumptious scones, Stephanie Manuel for 
lots of different damper, Mrs May helping 
with organizing, Mr May videoing, Joseph 
Stevenson Cooking and especially Leanne 
Stevenson for without her none of it would 
have happened. 
 The children had a wonderful experience 
when Scitech came to town and the children 
were taught about the solar system. The 
children were taken to the Bolgart Town Hall 
where a dome had been set up. Laying under 
the dome the show was very similar to the 
omni max. The children felt like they were 
looking at the sky and some even became 
dizzy. 

 At Bolgart we have an amazing Staff 
that cares for our children, we also have 
3 amazing aids that have made a huge 
difference to the children’s learning and 
attitude towards school. I would like to thank 
Stephanie Manuel, Leanne Stevenson and 
Sue Smith for the continued efforts and work 
they do. Sue Smith has been nominated for 
the WA School Support Staff Member of the 
year and we send all our best wishes with her. 
 Wishing you a safe and happy holiday from 
all at Bolgart Primary School.

Laurie Biggs
Authorised

MARRIAGE
CELEBRANT

Phone 9574 2555
Mob 0408 955 627

Create a very special
CEREMONY

Any Time, Any Place
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Stocks the best range of Fresh Produce in the Avon Valley most of which is grown 
right here in WA and Toodyay. 

Bulk Wholefoods, Nuts, Dried Fruit, Cereal, Rice, Beans, Seeds, Herbs & Spices. 
Australian made pasta, and Real Italian Pasta. Other European Foods. 

....Our 99c September Specials.... 
      1kg Bag  of Pears           1kg Bag of Oranges           1kg Bag of Carrots 

10th - 16th                         17th - 23rd                         24th - 30th 

Remember, we are “Just over the Road” 
Parking behind the Bank. Home Delivery Available. 

Northam Regional 
Hospital Reunion

Gill Beazley

THE much anticipated Hospital Reunion 
held on Saturday 19th September was 
celebrated by over 150 former employees of 
the Old Hospitals from 1859 – 1995. 
 If you were walking past the Harness Club 
on that afternoon you would be forgiven for 
thinking you were about to be attacked by a 
swarm of bees. The noise level was huge and 
almost everybody had a smile on their face. 
It was delightful to see how happy people 
were to see each other again. 

Fly on the Wall
Peter Robinson

AS the Administration takes on more and 
more control of everything that happens 
in Toodyay, the Council Meetings get 
fewer items on the agenda. The September 
Ordinary Meeting of Council had just two 
items other than the regular financials. 
This month there were also two items of 
confidential business. The first of these was 
the CEO’s Performance Review, which was 
passed with a comfortable majority. The 
second item of confidential business was 
the Strategic Fire Break Review. It appears 
the strategic fire break policy is in a bit of 
a mess, so a move to sort out the problems 
was definitely needed.
 Question time and submissions had several 
people expressing their concern over the 
heritage listing of their properties, with 
others pointing out the inaccuracies in the 
document.
 During the meeting the CEO once again 
stated that the Toodyay Shire administration 
had a very good record when it came to 
dealing with planning applications. He 
claimed that the turnaround time was 
very short, showing an efficient staff. It is 
frustrating however when demands from 
the Shire are made a few at a time, causing 
long and costly delays. It is only after the last 
requirements are satisfied that the application 
is dated as incoming, making it easy to show 
a rapid turnaround. Why does the Shire not 
accept payment for a planning application 
when it is first submitted? It is supposed to 
be payment for time and effort by the staff 
and is due even if the plan is rejected. Has it 
got something to do with delaying the date 
of the receipt as long as possible?
 The first item on the agenda was to do with 
townsite boundary adjustments. The need 
to shift the boundaries came about because 
of the new subdivisions to the east of the 
current townsite and some adjustments in 
West Toodyay. The Department of Regional 
Development and Lands noticed a problem, 
with the proposed boundary cutting through 
a couple of residential blocks. It needed a 
motion to be passed by the Council to fix 
the abnormality. 
 The adoption of a Heritage List was 
the next item on the agenda. When the 
new Local Planning Strategy (LPS4) was 
adopted, the Municipal Inventory (MI) 
lost its status. It was important that this be 
rectified by changing its name to Heritage 
List and connecting it to LPS4. Standing 
Orders were suspended to allow a more 
thorough discussion. The current Municipal 
Inventory (MI) needs many changes as it 
is over eleven years old. Some Councillors 
didn’t like the idea of adopting something 
that was recognised as having mistakes, 
while others saw a need to adopt immediately 
and fix the problems with a review as soon 
as possible. All owners of properties on the 
MI were contacted and many of them had 
concerns with the proposal. I think some 
people were frightened about the word 
‘Heritage’. It is interesting to see how some 
people love the idea of owning a heritage 
property while others fear restrictions 
that may be placed on them and believe it 
devalues their property. Because the MI is 
over eleven years old many people didn’t 
know their properties were listed. It was 
made clear that the change from the MI to 
the Heritage list did not change anything in 
a practical sense. Being on the Heritage list 
does not mean people can’t renovate, or even 
demolish. However a planning application is 
required where conditions can be imposed. 
This may be as simple as taking photos for 
posterity and GPS coordinates. The most 
interesting part of the debate was listening to 
the CEO. He urged the Councillors to adopt 
the Heritage list so as to protect our most 
important and wonderful heritage, when 
last month he was clearly very keen to see 
Option 6 ½ adopted as the recreation site for 
Toodyay, even though this area has at least 
six buildings listed on the MI which could 
very well be under threat. Everyone in the 
public gallery noticed the double standard. 
I also get the impression that Donegan’s 
cottage is destined for demolition by neglect.
 There was a second Council meeting last 
month, held on Thursday 24th September 
in the Memorial Hall. This was a special 
meeting to adopt the response to the 
State Government on Structural Reform 
(amalgamation). This meeting was poorly 
attended as most interested people had 
read the draft on the Shire’s web page and 
believed that this was what would be adopted 
at the meeting. The draft response followed 
the clear feelings of the vast majority of those 
who attended many of the public meetings. 
Most people would have thought that the 
adoption was a formality but that was not the 

case. Cr Somers moved to have the wording 
watered down where strong argument was 
used to support Toodyay standing alone. He 
also wanted to add in a fall back position of 
saying, if we have to amalgamate, then we 
wish to join a Shire to the east of us. Standing 
Orders were suspended to allow a thorough 
debate which included the public. There was 
only a very small amount of support for Cr 
Somers position. The vote on this motion 
was lost 8:1. The officer’s recommendation 
was passed with a minor amendment. Cr 
Wroth agreed with the idea of having a fall 
back position but did not like the watering 
down of the argument in support of Toodyay 
standing alone. Cr Panizza spoke very clearly 
and precisely, as usual, in strong support of 
the draft submission, even though he had 
some personal reservations. He claimed 
that even a blind person with their fingers 
in their ears would have understood what 
the community wanted. He felt it was his 
duty, as a Councillor, to speak as strongly 
as the community had spoken. Cr Somers is 
to be commended for putting the alternative 
forward to force a debate which aired the 
reasons both for and against.
 We are not the only Shire with this type of 
response. It will be very interesting to see 
what the State Government’s next move will 
be. I think they will concentrate on the very 
small Shires that don’t have growth potential 
and leave Shires like us alone. 
There is some veiled threat that we may 
not get some Royalties for Regions money 
if we stand alone. There is no guarantee 
that we will get any from a combined Shire 
either. The Government knows that there is 
not enough money to give all 140 Shires a 
significant amount of money so sharing the 
same pool of money around fewer Shires 
looks better. That does not mean every town 
will get money however, but the blame for 
missing out will rest with the local authority 
not the Government.
We live in interesting times locally and 
worrying times internationally.

 There were people from medical imaging, 
the workshops, clerical staff, lab staff and 
nurses. Two former matrons travelled up for 
it but, unfortunately, Dr Moffat was the only 
doctor able to attend.
The food was very ably catered for by 
Debbie’s Diner and, judging by the way it 
disappeared, was enjoyed by all.
 Fortunately, the weather held out and 
people could mingle outside on the patio 
as fitting all into the Members’ room would 
have been a mammoth task.
 The reunion was everything the organisers 
wished and it was testimony to their 
endeavours that attendees came from as far 
away as Broome, Albany, Margaret River, Pt 
Sampson and Mandurah.

Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Stirling Terrace 
Upgrade Opened – 

Apparently
Grant Scobie
Assistant Editor

ACCORDING to the ‘News from Our Shire’ 
on page 20 of this edition of The Toodyay 
Herald, “State & Federal parliamentarians, 
Councillors from Toodyay and neighbouring 
Shires, Council staff, local business owners 
and Toodyay District High School students 
were all present on Monday 21 September 
2009 for the official opening of the Stirling 
Terrace Upgrade Project.”
 This should have read, “…some local 
business owners…” as there were some 
local businesses not invited. One of those 
businesses was The Toodyay Herald.
 Now it’s well-known that certain members 
of the Shire have clearly stated that they do 
not read the Herald but, as the paper has 
been proactive in publicising the wonderful 
work the Shire workers put in to this project, 
it was a bit of a surprise to be informed by 
a member of the public that the event was 
taking place. 
 The Herald is sure it was only an oversight 
that the only local newspaper was not invited 
to the event and not a calculated snub based 
on the fact that the paper has had the temerity 
to publish letters and articles by members of 
the community that, at times, are not entirely 
sympathetic to the Shire.
 So, if you were wondering why traffic 
was stopped for a group of politicians to 
walk down the middle of Stirling Terrace 
on Monday, 21st September, read about it on 
page 20 or you may even see it published in 
some other newspaper or on the internet.

Toodyay
Physiotherapy
Services

Monday Wednesday
Friday

Phone 9574 4445
Mobile 0427 198 278

Judy Dennis
BSc.PT.Grad.Dip.PTDip.PT

Alma Beard Community Centre
81 Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Northam Hospital reunion
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Kim Leonhardt

G’DAY everyone.
 October sees the start of the Fire Season; 
1st October sees the start of the outside fire 
ban. Hobby farmers and residents can no 
longer have any open fire and broadacre 
farmers now require a permit to light up. 
 No doubt everyone is looking out their 
window this minute to green pastures, dewy 
ground and utterly fire safe surroundings. 
Most unlike the end of the fire season 
last year, which got hastily extended due 
to outbreaks after the ban was lifted. 
So... why not shift the official fire ban 
season to coincide with the later occurring 
environmental season? 
 Well, historically, 1st October and 1st May 
are the two dates that have been drummed 
into our (residents’) heads, through rates’ 
notices, articles and roadside signs, that 
indicate Fires and No Fires. Having a varying 
start and finish date involves the issue of 
informing EVERYONE of the change of 
dates; 1st May this year was a prime example 
of the headaches it causes, though we did end 
up meeting a lot of residents this year! 
 The other issue at the moment is just how 
long will these later seasons continue? If they 
are caused by climate change (well, I know 
they are!), then I would expect that changing 
the official fire season would eventually be 
on the agenda. But if it’s related to Mr and 
Mrs El Nino and La Nina, then next year may 
see seasons back to normal again. 
 These may not be earth-shattering reasons 
to enforce a fire ban from 1st October but 
reasons they are. I hope we can look forward 
to everyone’s co-operation. I just know, in 
my blood, that once I’ve sent this off, no 
doubt the Shire will probably have extended 
the date. Oh well... you get that on the big 
jobs!
 The Broadacre Farmers and Fire meeting 
was held on Tuesday the 22nd last month. 
Unfortunately for us, it was also the date for a 
Shire Fire Update meeting, or some such title, 
which saw ALL our guest speakers sucked 
away to attend. At our monthly meeting 
it was decided to continue on with the 
event. Talks were given on preparedness, 
equipment updates and again bringing home 
the importance of T-Cards being filled in. 
Other than the importance of once you’re 
T-Carded you’re insured, (and people 
know you’re out there) there’s the added 
information of where your nearest water 
refilling point is.
 Training day last month was based around 
fire ground recognition. No, not ‘the burnt 
bit’s fire and the unburnt bit’s not’, but where 
the ignition point is, the wind direction and 
the fire intensity, and where your crew’s 
position should be in relation to these. I learnt 

that my terminology is slipping and I think 
it’s time just to scan through the bushfire 
resource file once again. Training Days 
are the last Sunday of each month, usually 
starting at 3pm. It certainly doesn’t hurt to 
attend, as it freshens up knowledge that may 
have slipped passed the S-bend of your brain.
 Rosters are back in production and Friday 
nights are back on at the Shed from 6pm. 
All are welcome Friday nights, don’t forget 
to ring 000 to report fires, and lock onto Ch. 
27 UHF for any queries. Our next meeting 
is Saturday, 17th October from 6pm.
    See ya all there and, hopefully, not on the 
fireground.

Tania Harrison

IT’S October already and the start to the 2009 
fire season is upon us. It’s the time of year 
when we all rush around madly tiding up all 
our rubbish and doing our fire breaks, making 
our property safe for the coming summer.
 All Brigades are always looking for new 
members, people who may be new to the 
area, to replace members who have left the 
area or retired from the brigade. There are 
positions available, whether it is as an active 
fire fighter to fight the fire, or an ancillary 
member to help by preparing food or using 
the radio to communicate with the fire 
fighters. There is always something to be 
done.
 On the last day of school term, the Coondle 
Brigade, along with the St John Ambulance 
and Fire and Rescue, were invited to the 
Toodyay School to talk to the Yr 8, 9 and 
10 students about volunteer work in the 
community and cadets in the different 
areas. This is part of introducing students to 
community service.
 Recently we were visited by Trudie and 
Len from Flowerdale, our adopted sister 

brigade in Victoria. They brought with 
them letters and photos from the people of 
Flowerdale. When Fred and Gail Fellowes 
visited Victoria with the trailer load of 
goods from the Toodyay community, they 
stayed with Trudie and Len so this time 
they returned the hospitality. Trudie and 
Len stayed for a couple of weeks and it was 
wonderful to spend time with them.
 The Brigade October meeting was on the 
Saturday 3rd. Normally, our meetings are on 
the second Saturday of the month, but it was 
brought forward as it would have clashed 
with the Toodyay Show on the following 
weekend. However, our October training 
will still be on the 11th October.
 Our next meeting will be on the 14th 
November with dinner afterwards as usual. 
Bring your own meat for Barbie and a plate 
of salad or dessert to share. We’ll let you 
know more next month.
 Friday nights at the shed are an opportunity 
to meet people in your area. Come along any 
Friday night from 5pm onwards for a bite to 
eat and a good evening at the Coondle Fire 
Shed on Coondle West Road. If you have 
any queries, call Kerry Gregory, our logistics 
officer/social director on 9574 4470.
 If you can’t get to the shed on Friday night, 
but would like to know more about Coondle 
Brigade or would like information about any 
aspects of fire prevention and safety, phone 
Peter Ruthven (Captain) on 9574 2951 or 
0418 911 541.

Desraé Clarke

A WELL-ATTENDED General Meeting 
of the brigade was held on Tuesday 22nd 
September 2009. Captain and Training 
Officer, Kevin Hug, announced that he was 
resigning from the position of Training 
Officer because of his business commitments; 
he would continue as Captain of Central. 
 Kevin has given much to the training 

 
Grant Scobie

ON 1st October, the Restricted Burning Period 
came into force. 
 This means no fires outdoors can be lit 
without a permit granted by a Fire Control 
Officer. If you want to know more about this, 
consult the information that was sent along 
with your Shire of Toodyay Rates’ notice, look 
up the Shire of Toodyay website (actually, 
the only thing I was able to find on the Shire 
website was the 2008 – 2009 Fire Break 
Notice, so good luck finding some up-to-date 
information there) or contact the Shire. The 
Restricted Burning Period will remain in effect 
until 1st November.
 On the 1st November, we enter the Prohibited 
Burning Period where no burning is allowed 
for any reason. This includes open cooking or 
camp fires. Naturally, the Shire reserves the 
right to vary the times depending on seasonal 
conditions.
 Also, on 1st November, all fire breaks must 
be up to scratch. This means, for those who 
reside outside the Toodyay Townsite (again, 
contact the Shire if you’re not sure), an area 
clear of all inflammable material, 3m wide by 
3m high within 10m of the external boundary. 
There must also be a firebreak of similar 
proportions within 7m around all buildings 
and a 15m wide low fuel area with a maximum 
vegetation height of 75mm around buildings 
(but you don’t have to remove live trees unless 
it is Dryandra.)
 On Wednesday, 30th September (the Herald 
deadline is the 29th), the Brigade is to be handed 
the keys to the new Julimar 1.4. After a year, 
it’s finally here! On receiving notice of this 
delivery, training on Sunday, 4th October was 
altered to include a ‘getting to know’ or ‘have 
a look over’ the new truck session. Hopefully, 
that will have been a very successful session 
with many attending.
 Also, post deadline, we will have held our 
first monthly meeting of the season which 
included the pre-season brief we like to use 
to update everybody on procedures, etc. 
Incorporating this with the meeting should give 
us a pretty full house, one would expect.
 To date, the walls of the new shed extension 
are in and it’s just a matter of a few days before 
we hang the door and finish off. It will be so 
good to get the excess gear that’s stored in our 
meeting-cum-kitchen-cum-training room out 
to give us that extra space.
 As I mentioned, the meeting and training for 
October have been completed prior to the paper 
coming out; although the same scenario does 
not  apply next month with the paper coming 
out a couple of days before, the next meeting 
will be on Saturday, 7th November at 6pm 
with training on the following day (Sunday, 8th 
November) at 10am. The schedule for training 
has not yet been completed so there will be 
further information in the November edition 
of the Herald.
 The new roster will be out soon with crew 
changeover, pager collection and drop off and 
vehicle checks commencing at 5.30pm on the 
Friday night. All members who were unable 
to attend the pre-season brief will receive a 
copy for their own perusal. Also, if you haven’t 
already put in your roster forms, you’re late and 
will incur the wrath of Heather. 
 Many members of the Brigade will be 
manning the gates at the Toodyay Show 
again this year. It’s been a hard task filling the 
roster as usual but, with a few double (triple/
quadruple) shifts, we’ve been able to find 
enough bodies to do the job for which we’ve 
been commissioned.
 Lastly, the Shire has presented all the 
Brigades with a lovely little 28 page 
document entitled, ‘Draft Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade Constitution’. If you haven’t 
received a copy, 

Trudie and Len, Flowerdale Brigade

of members and to the orientation of new 
members. The Brigade is extremely grateful 
to you for giving of your valuable time, 
Kevin, and the support given by your lovely 
wife, Lesley – MANY THANKS TO YOU 
BOTH!!
 With Kevin’s resignation, Barry Keys has 
taken over as Training Officer. 
 The following dates are for training to be 
held at the Fire and Emergency Services 
Centre:

1) Saturday 17th October at 2pm 
with Brent Wearmouth on ‘Radio 
Communication’ refresher followed by 
a ‘sausage sizzle’

2) Saturday November 14th at 2pm
3) Saturday November 28th at 2pm
4) Saturday December 12th at 2pm

.
PLEASE NOTE:
A Special Meeting of all members 
will be held on Friday 16th October 
commencing at 7.30pm to discuss 
the Draft Constitution that has been 
distributed.
Your presence at that meeting is VITAL! 

 New members are always welcome to 
join our Brigade with the next General 
Meeting to be held on Tuesday 27th October 
commencing at 7.30pm at the Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. Enquiries may 
be made to Captain, Kevin Hug on 9574 
2612, or to Secretary, Wayne Clarke on 6364 
3609.
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Free Call 1800 627 256

We still have places 
available in many courses

*Conditions apply:- Ask for full details at any campus

Recognition of your Life Skills
and Experience

We are offering a fee reduction of 50% or 
more for your Recognised Prior Learning.

This applies to many of our courses*

WHEATBELT CENTRE FOR REGIONAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Talk to our 
friendly 

customer 
service team.
They will help 

you fi nd
the right 
course

C.Y. O’Connor College
Lot 1 Hutt Street, Notham 6401
Tel: 9622 6777
northam@cyoctafe.wa.edu.au
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New Fire 
Appliances for 

Bush Fire Brigades
Grant Scobie

TWO new fire appliances, one each 
to Morangup and Julimar Brigades, 
were officially handed over by FESA 
Area Manager, Mark Bowen, to Shire of 
Toodyay President, Charlie Wroth, on 30th 
September, 2009.

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
(cont’d from page 8)

get hold of one; if you have, please read it and 
get comments in to Heather as soon as possible. 
If this, in its present state, is brought into force 
by the Shire without you having a say…
 If you wish to know more about your fire 
brigade or more about fire and how it may 
affect you in your community or even if 
you just want to get to meet some of your 
neighbours, get down to your local fire shed.
 ‘The Fireplace’, behind the Julimar Fire Shed 
is open from about 5pm on Friday nights for 
some casual interaction with Brigade members. 
Even if you’re not a member, come along and 
have a chat about your fire prevention plan, 
find out about your brigade and get to know the 
people who hope they never have to be called 
to your home (except maybe for dinner!)

fire chat

 These two vehicles, known as 1.4s (1000 
-1500 litres water capacity, 4WD) were then 
presented to the Brigade Captains, Mark 
Briggs (Morangup) and Heather Wearmouth 
(Julimar) to replace their old Light Tankers 
(normally a Toyota Landcruiser carrying 
500 – 800 litres of water). Both 1.4 tankers 
are single cab with 1500 litres water 
capacity and, apart from the make of chassis 
(Morangup gets the Mitsubishi Canter while 
Julimar gets an Isuzu MPS300), they are 
identical.
 The units will greatly assist the Brigades 
to not only maintain but also improve their 
level of protection for their community of 
Toodyay.

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
Saturday

9am to noon

Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566

PHONE/FAX 9574 2922

0-12 YEARS -
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL

Rural Community Legal Service provides: 
* A solicitor by appt. Tue & Wed

* 1st Legal Consultation $15
* Tenancy Advocate Mon, Tues & Wed

* FREE advice on rental confl icts
* Information & referral centre available to 

Wheatbelt community by friendly, 
approachable staff

123 Fitzgerald Street Northam
PO Box 601Northam 6401

T: 9622 5200
F: 9622 5700

E: wheatbeltclc@bigpond.com

Community 
Safety and Crime 

Prevention
THE Toodyay Investing in Communities has 
undertaken the development of a Community 
Safety and Crime Prevention (CSCP) Plan 
for Toodyay and formed a steering committee 
to develop the plan. A Working Group has 
been appointed to formalise a draft plan and, 
to assist this Working Group, a survey has 
been designed to gain an understanding of 
both the needs and the perceptions of the 
Toodyay Community.
 The survey is not limited by age, and 
invites responses from all sections of the 
community, including our youth.
 Copies of the survey are being distributed 
to strategic groups around Toodyay, and are 
also available from the Bendigo Bank, the 
Toodyay Police, or can be requested by email 
at: toodyaycscpc@westnet.com.au
 Responses to the survey will assist Toodyay 
to attract funding for targeted aspects of the 
CSCP Plan, aimed at keeping Toodyay a safe 
place in which to live.
 For further information, please contact 
the CSCP Committee Chair, Wayne Clarke, 
on 6364 3609 or at email toodyaycscpc@
westnet.com.au

Photograph by Toodyay photographer Wayne Weaver
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school news
Toodyay District 

High School
IT has been a very busy few weeks at 
Toodyay D.H.S. with our Literacy & 
Numeracy Days falling in the same week 
as our school sports carnival. It is hard to 
believe we are now into week 8 of this term.
 Our Literacy & Numeracy Days last 
Tuesday and Wednesday proved to be a 
huge success, with all students from PP-yr 
10 participating in a variety of Literacy 
and Numeracy games at the Toodyay Town 
Hall. The behaviour of all our students was 
impressive, congratulations to them all. 
 Many parents and community members 
came down to the hall at various times during 
the two days and the feedback was very 
positive. Most were particularly amazed by 
the wonderful work our students are doing 
in the classroom.  Both students and teachers 
should be very proud of these achievements. 
What a spectacular way to showcase our 
school!
 The sports carnival last Friday was another 
great success. The weather was perfect, with 
students engaged and giving their all in every 
event. The spectator attendance was one 
of the best we have seen at our carnivals.  
Congratulation goes to all our champion and 
runner-up winners, as well as to all our other 
students who participated to the best of their 
abilities.
 We would also like to especially thank our 

parent helpers who volunteered their time to 
assist on the day. The interschool carnivals 
follow very quickly – Secondary Carnival 
will be held in Gingin this Friday 11th Sept 
and the Primary Carnival is due to be held 
on Wednesday 16th September at Northam 
Senior High School.
Events such as our Literacy & Numeracy 
Day and sports carnival cannot be held 
without the support from our staff. Much 
planning time goes into the success of 
these events and I would like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the hard work 
and commitment of all  staff with the success 
of this event..
 Many thanks to Parents/Carers who have 
kept their sick children at home to minimize 
the risk of infection throughout the school.
Wendy Camenzuli
Principal

Hello from your resting Principal
Hello and thank you to everyone who sent 
well wishes to me.  It feels really weird 
to suddenly take time off – but health is 
something you can’t take for granted.  It 
is hard to take the advice I seem to give so 
often!  Rest and recover – especially when I 
feel and look quite well.
 As an educator, I can’t resist using my heart 
attack as a reminder to everyone, especially 
men, to understand and monitor your health.  
Despite my Science background and having 
taught Human Biology for many years, I did 
not take any notice of an arm pain that caused 
me some discomfort for three weeks.  I even 

went to the Doctors but forgot to mention it!  
Work should never get so busy that anyone 
forgets to take notice of their health.
 At this stage, I will take at least the 
remainder of this term off from school.  
During this time, I am confident that Mrs 
Wendy Camenzuli will lead the school as 
Principal very well.  She will be well assisted 
by Mrs Kerry Knowles and Ms Brooke 
Whitney as Deputy Principals.
 I briefly dropped in to the Literacy Day 
at the Town Hall last week and saw the 
fantastic work and energy of our teachers on 
display.  I also had many positive comments 
about the Athletics Carnival last Friday.  
Congratulations to everyone involved in 
these activities.
 I will see people around town but at this 
stage will not be at school.  I look forward to 
regaining my health and returning to school 
to see the happy smiles of so many students 
and oversee the great work of our school 
staff.
Regards, Alan McLaren

Nominations praise excellent educators
Parents, students and community members 
have shown their admiration for school staff 
members by nominating them for a WA 
Education Award.
 At Toodyay District High School, Angelika 
Jones has been nominated for the WA School 
Support Staff Member of the Year.
 Angelika will go in the running to win 
$25 000.  State finalists, to be announced in 
coming weeks will receive $2 500.  There are 
also professional learning opportunities for 
winners which benefit not only the winner, 
but also the school and more importantly, 
students.
Fundraising 
P & C has agreed to provide lunches and 
afternoon tea at the Toodyay Races on 4th 
Oct. The fundraising committee are seeking 
donations of cakes, cool drink, bottles of 
water etc. Donations can be left at the school 
office or with Larissa Leyland.
P & C are once again assisting the Toodyay 
Ag Society with the preparation and 
dismantling of the Agricultural show. Any 
assistance would greatly be appreciated on 
Friday 9th Oct and Sunday 11th Oct 
These are our biggest fundraisers for the year. 
The money earned from events like this is 
used to subsidize school activities, provide 
equipment for classrooms, and stock the 
uniform shop. If you can assist on any of 
these days please contact Larissa Leyland 
at home on 9574 4286 or at the front office 
at school. 

Junior Primary Athletic Carnival
A fantastic day was had by all and 140 out of 
150 students were present on the day. Very 
impressive!!!
 In the morning all the 8 year old students 
enthusiastically participated in turbo javelin, 
long jump and 100m sprints on the school 
oval.
 After a picnic lunch at school, all the 5-8 
year olds boarded the bus and arrived at 
the town oval for the afternoon activities. 
Mrs Camenzuli welcomed everyone and 
then students participated in 70m sprints, 
flag relays, jumping bags, skipping ropes, 
ball games and dress ups! There were many 
excited students all eager to show how they 
could run like Usain Bolt, keeping in their 
lanes and running past the finishing lines.
 Thank you to all  the wonderful parents 
and staff who helped on and made it all run 
so smoothly.
Erica Sheridan

Faction Carnival 4th September 2009
What a fantastic day! We could not have 
asked for better weather and participation. 
Thank you to all parent helpers. Without 
your help, the day would not have been the 
success it was.
Congratulations to all students for their 
wonderful participation, behaviour and 
sportsmanship. 
Champions of the day were:
After a bit of confusion at the announcement 
of the final scores, (and a few questions of 
‘How can we go down in points?) the final 
verdict was :
1st place on 695 points - Avon.
2nd place on 684 points -Drummond 
3rd place on 469 points- Connor.
The winner of the Stevenson Perpetual 
Trophy was Ayla Bond.

 Uniform Shop
As it is a 10 week turn around for orders and 

if you require summer items for early next 
year, you will need to return the order form 
by Friday 19th September. Please be aware 
this order will not be in until late Term 4 and 
that we do have limited stock in the shop.  
An order form will be sent out with this 
newsletter or enquire at Front office.

Nurse Meg
Any student who has missed their school 
immunisations, please contact the local 
community health centre. This week is also 
FRUIT &VEG week so let’s celebrate and 
eat lots of fruit and veg!!!!!

Toodyay  Kindergym
Inviting all young children who are walking—
preschoolers to have fun navigating their way 
around a specifically designed circuit, testing 
and enhancing their gross and fine motor 
skills while enjoying the relaxed, safe and 
social atmosphere. You will find Kindergym 
at Toodyay’s showground in the Sport’s 
Pavilion every Friday during school terms 
from 9.30am to 10.30am. If you would like 
more information, please contact Karen on 
0421 357 333.
Northam & Districts Little Athletics 
Centre

First Athletic meeting: Saturday 10th October 
NSHS Oval at 8.15am
Enquiries: 
Pauline Reynolds- 9622 7268
Janice Powell- 9623 2289

Toodyay Tennis Junior Club
Junior club tennis will start Thursday 
October 15th at 2.45 pm at the Toodyay 
Courts. This is open to players aged 10-15 
years, provided they can serve, rally and 
keep score.
Coaching is also available at the club for 
those wanting to learn and/or polish up their 
tennis.
Places are limited so please book early.
Therese Chitty (Club coach and Junior 
Coordinator)
Ph 9574 4274

‘Sensational Kids’ Parent Workshop
Occupational Therapy are running a 
workshop over two half days on Sensory 
Processing. Our aims are to help you 
understand your child’s sensory needs and 
share ideas with other parents.
Date:     Friday 16th Oct
            Friday 23rd Oct
Time:    11.00am-2.30pm
Where- Ann Wilmont Room, Northam 
Hospital
RSVP- Friday 9th October
Contact Sally Eatwell/ Caitlin Prince
9690 1320

Country Women’s 
Association

Maxine Walker
Secretary

AN invitation is extended to all to attend 
a Garden Party to be held on the 26th of 
October from 1pm to 4pm in the garden 
of Mr and Mrs Patten (entry to garden via 
Charcoal Lane.) Entry cost will be $5 each.
 Wear your best Garden Party Hat and you 
could win a prize. There will be a raffle and 
also a fashion parade of fashions from the 
local Op Shop.
 So come along, bring your friends and have 
a fun afternoon.
 Members recently travelled to Wangara to 
visit with the volunteers of the organisation, 
‘Wheelchairs for Kids Inc’. We enjoyed 
morning tea and a tour of the premises.
 These volunteers make and dispatch 200 
wheelchairs each month to distribute to over 
60 countries worldwide. Along with each 
chair, each child receives a blanket and two 
soft toys.
 If you would like to help us to help this 
organisation by donating soft toys or by 
knitting some of the one-metre square 
blankets, we will make sure that they are 
delivered. Toys and blankets can be left with 
any CWA members or contact the President 
on 9574 4485 or Secretary on 9574 2418 or 
9574 5110 to have them collected from the 
CWA Hall.
 If you would like to see if CWA is for you, 
come along to our next meeting; everyone is 
welcome. We meet on the fourth Thursday 
of each month in the CWA Hall at 1.30pm.
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The 2009 

FRANK VENN MEMORIAL AWARDS 
FOR LOCAL WRITERS 

The Toodyay Herald established the Frank Venn Memorial Awards 
for local writers in 1994 to mark the paper’s 10th anniversary in 
its present form as a community newspaper. 

These awards have now become an annual event and the 
following information is provided on the 2009 Frank Venn 
Memorial Awards. 

Entry is open to all residents of the Shire of Toodyay. 

There are five categories consisting of: 

1. Lower Primary     -  Years 1, 2 & 3 
2. Middle Primary    -  Years 4 & 5 
3. Upper Primary     -  Years 6 & 7 
4. Lower Secondary -  Years 8, 9 & 10 
5. Adult 

The closing date for entries is Friday 16th October 2009. 

Entries may be left at the Toodyay Herald Office or 

posted to PO Box 100, Toodyay, 6566. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR WRITERS 
1.  Entries are to be in short story format only – not poetry or plays. 
2. The judges are looking for original ideas. Try to avoid using ideas you 

have seen on television or read in a book. 
3. A COMPLETED COVER SHEET must accompany 

each entry. Names must not appear on the entry 
pages. Cover sheets are available from the Toodyay 
Herald Office, the Toodyay Library and TDHS. 

4. There is a limit of one entry per person. 
5. Entries should be on A4 paper and should be in 

type, biro or dark pencil and be double spaced. 
6. Entries to be no longer than five single-sided pages. 
7. Illustrations are permitted but will not influence the 

judges’ decisions. 
8. Manuscripts will not be returned but will be 

responsibly destroyed. Entrants should keep a copy 
of their work. 

9. The winners will be announced and published in the 
December Issue of The Toodyay Herald. 

10.Permission will be requested before other entries are 
published. 

 

FRANK VENN MEMORIAL AWARD FOR LOCAL WRITERS 2009
 

Toodyay’s prestigous Frank Venn Memorial Awards Writers 
Competition closes on Friday October 16th 2009.

 
For those who have not yet put pen to paper and sent in their 

entries, there are entry forms held at the Toodyay Herald Offi ce, 
the Toodyay Library and the Toodyay District High School or with 

the Teachers.
 

Co-ordinator, Desrae Clarke.
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Bush Baja 2009
Julia Robinson

THE Queens Birthday weekend for some 
means relaxing with family or going on 
holidays. For the WA Rovers it means 
heading bush for three days of car rally fun.
 As many as 19 cars entered this year’s 
Baja, not all of them survived. And the cars 
themselves varied from a tiny Suzuki Alto 
to a massive Toyota Hilux.
 Over the weekend, the cars were put 
through their paces with a variety of courses 
that included reversing races, obstacle 
courses and night navigation. We had the 
generous use of a farm out in Northam and 
the army land next door. The drivers enjoyed 
plenty of dust and mud, with the highlight of 
the weekend seeing who could get through 

the enormous mud puddle and 
up the hill beyond. Only a total 
of four cars achieved it out of 
about 10 attempting it. There 
were quite a few spectacular 
stacks which had the crowd 
cheering.
 Th e  To od y ay  c r ew, 
consisting of Julia Robinson 
and Robert Webb, entered a VN 
Commodore called Dusty Joe. 
As its first year, we are pleased 
to say we even came first in the 
Trail Blazer event. Driver, Rob, 
had a blast ripping up the tracks 
and throwing the car over any 
and all obstacles in his path.
 Once again a team from 
Victoria made the trip to be a 
part of the event and, once over 
here, believed that entering 
one car was not enough. So in 
24 hours and with $1000, they 
built an entirely new car which 
was accepted. They enjoyed the 
weekend and also went home 
with a prize or two.
 But the true underdog 
story was the overall winner, 
‘Hello Pussy’, the little Suzuki 
Alto that blitzed the competition 
with a combination of terrific 
driving and incredible turning 
circle.
 However Baja is not the 
only event the WA Rovers do. 

They also have many camps, balls, Medieval 
Feast, Mission Impossible, paintballing, 
archery plus any other event you wish to 
partake in. If you are interested in joining 
Rovers for an awesome time, contact the 
Crew Leader of the Toodyay Rover Crew, 
Robert Webb, on 0437 229 018.

Julia and Rob with Number 13

Shire Works’ Depot 
to Move

THE Shire of Toodyay Works’ Depot is to 
be moved from its current location between 
the train station car park and Harper Road to 
the old, WestRail Marshalling Yards at the 
end of Railway Road to enable upgrading 
and expansion of facilities and improve 
occupational health and safety for staff.
 The Marshalling Yard was purchased by 
the Shire in 2004 and rezoned in 2005-06.
 Shire CEO, Graham Merrick, explained to 
a group of nine concerned residents who met 
with him, Shire President, Charlie Wroth, 
and Shire Councillors, Bob Sommers and 
Neville Tanner at the Council Chambers, 
Toodyay, on 14th September, that the reasons 
for selecting the site and not the light 
industrial area called Extracts or the other 
area along Goomalling Road which has been 
earmarked as a light industrial area was due 
to the fact that there was no room at the light 
industrial called Extracts and the other area 
had not yet been zoned and there had been 
some opposition to it anyway.  
 The budget of two million plus dollars, 
for the relocation is based on the cost of 
the Narrogin works depot. A refurbishment 
will be made to the septic system and orders 
have been placed for seedlings to create a 
buffer zone as well as for the security mesh, 
for high fencing. Tenders will be going out 
for the building of the sheds. There would 
be security lighting and cameras. Minimal 
dust would occur as there would be asphalt 
laid. The waste water from washing down 
of heavy vehicles would be collected in an 
underground containment tank.
 No studies have yet been undertaken 
regarding traffic volume, preservation of 
clean water or environmental impact but 
would be, should statutory requirements 
deem them necessary. Mr Merrick said that, 
if the relevant departments approached him 
regarding such needs, the studies would be 
commissioned.
 The group of residents asked about the 
danger on the road during winter, due to 
fog, as the valley is a particularly bad area 
and, as the sun sets at various times of the 
year, it is blinding to traffic heading west on 
Railway Road. Neither Messrs Merrick nor 
Wroth were concerned about the fog and 
made no comment about the regular amount 
of tourists and resident walkers who would 
be put in danger with the extra heavy vehicle 
movements and no foot paths.
 There was also concern about the road 
being too narrow at certain areas, especially 
around the waste transfer station, where 
there is a curve in the road and visibility 
is poor and dangerous, but with very light 
traffic these issues are manageable. The Shire 
spokespersons suggested that the extra traffic 
would be estimated at about 75 movements 
per day. This, they felt, was a very limited 
amount.
 Mr Wroth apologised to the group of 
residents for the fact that there had been no 
consultation with them or other residents of 
Railway Road since the Council decided to 
undertake this development.
 The residents’ group was also concerned 
that their land values, already devalued by 
the rezoning to Special Residential would 
be devalued further by placing the huge 
complex in front of their properties. The 
Shire representatives were of the opinion that 
this probably was not the case. When asked, 
therefore, if it were proven that the value did 
drop after the depot were in place, would it 
be possible to sue the Shire for the difference, 
the response was in the affirmative.
 The residents were, in general, not happy 
with the outcome of the meeting. In their 
opinion, they did not receive the information 
they sought and were very dissatisfied with 
the whole process.
 Susan Williams, one of the residents 
in question approached the Shire on 3rd 
September and asked for any information 
regarding the depot. She was told there was 
no information available. She also asked 
when the Council decision had been made 
to relocate the Depot to Railway Road and 
was told that it was not a Council but an 
administrative decision. 
 “If this is an administrative decision, how 
can the Shire spend 2 million dollars plus 
without any consultation or notification with 
the ratepayers of Toodyay and the residents 
of Railway Road?
 On the 10th September, she asked to see the 
plans and was informed that there were no 
plans. The plans appeared at the meeting on 
the 14th September.
 Both Messrs Merrick and Wroth explained 
that, generally, wherever the site was placed, 
there would always be resistance and that 
the chosen site was the best place in their 
opinion.

Inside the Shed
“Blokes supporting Blokes”

Karl Walsh

TIME sure rolls around when you’re flat out 
and this month has been no exception!
 The steering committee has met once again 
to brush away some cobwebs and this was 
admirably achieved in an hour and a half.
 Thanks to Trevor Prangnell for organising 
the two workbenches, each about 1 tonne! 
Well, maybe 500kg. Thanks to Bob Adair 
for travelling down to transport them back 
and thanks also to the Toodyay Race Club 
for providing storage for them.
 Bob Adair has attended the Muckinbudin 
Men’s Shed Conference and his comments 
as our delegate were that there was an 
attendance of 245 delegates; it was a highly 
successful meeting, with the resolution 
to form the WAMSA, WA Men’s Sheds 
Association, to affiliate with the National 
body.
 We are still asking men in Toodyay to 
register their interest in receiving updates 
on information on the progress towards our 
inauguration. Please contact Barry Bodle 
on 9574 4628 or Karl Walsh on 9574 5767. 
Remember, it’s not the Shed; it’s the blokes 
in it! So let’s hear from you. Don’t let this 
marvellous opportunity for our well being to 
slip away.
 We had our Men’s Breakfast at the 
Freemason’s Hotel, with over twenty men 
present and Owen Catto delivered a terrific 
presentation on Men’s Sheds and the role 
of the Wheatbelt men’s Health office in 
becoming involved.
 Shortly, we will be distributing flyers 
detailing our organisation and where we can 
be found, contacted and get together.
 It is envisaged having a sundowner soon – 
just waiting for the weather to warm up a bit 
so we can invite the flies too. This will be a 
great time to meet and greet.
 Don’t forget the Toodyay Show day; we 
will be there, too, to get as many blokes          
together as possible.
 So, talk up the shed, keep well, talk to a 
mate and we’ll see you inside the shed.

RSL Toodyay Sub 
Branch

John Adams
Secretary/Treasurer

The Annual General Meeting of the Sub 
Branch was held on Saturday 5 September 
at the Toodyay Club.  The new office bearers 
for 2009/2010 are;
President: Gary Holland
Vice President: Lou Kidd
Secretary/Treasurer: John Adams
Welfare Officer: Warren Hall
Membership Officer: Bob Day
   The Sub Branch would like to sincerely 
thank Mr Bruce Prior and Mr Lou Kidd for 
their leadership over the past three years.  
In particular we wish to acknowledge the 
incredible amount of time and effort put in 
by Lou Kidd in the various projects we have 
undertaken in past years.
  One of our first tasks for the year is to 
facilitate sending a student from the Toodyay 
district on a tour of Sandakan and Borneo 
as we did last year.  Discussions with the 
Toodyay District High School have been 
held and we propose to start fundraising in 
the near future.  It is proposed that substantial 
financial assistance will be provided by the 
Sub Branch for a parent/carer to accompany 
the student selected.  This tour is very 
educational and relevant to the history of 
Toodyay as it is in this area that the three 
Dorizzi brothers and Reg Ferguson lost their 
lives in the Second World War.
  We would also like to acknowledge a 
significant anniversary.  On 7 October this 
Sub Branch will be celebrating our 90th year.  
Our charter, which is located in the foyer of 
the Memorial hall was issued on 7 October 
1919.
  Finally we would like to send our best wishes 
to one of our longest serving members, Mr 
Mac Wroth.  Mac’s health has been suffering 
in recent times and he has been spending 
much of his time in hospital.

Free Call 1800 627 256

We still have places 
available in many courses

*Conditions apply:- Ask for full details at any campus

Course Fee Exemption
This semester we are offering a 100% course 

fee exemption for all unemployed 
Western Australians

WHEATBELT CENTRE FOR REGIONAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Talk to our 
friendly 

customer 
service team.
They will help 

you fi nd
the right 
course

C.Y. O’Connor College
Lot 1 Hutt Street, Notham 6401
Tel: 9622 6777
northam@cyoctafe.wa.edu.au
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Toodyay Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan

A committee has been formed to develop a Community Safety and Crime Prevention (CSCP) Plan (funded by the State Office of Crime 
Prevention). This survey is designed to help the committee better understand the needs and perceptions of the residents of Toodyay. The 
information we gain from this survey will help us to develop a Plan that specifically addresses our own local issues.

The personal details of the people who respond to this survey are confidential. We do not need to know who you are, only your impressions 
of the issues presented in the survey. However if you have any questions regarding the survey or would like to provide further information 
that is not covered in the survey, please feel free to contact the CSCP Committee Chairman, Wayne Clarke on 6364 3609.

If you are unsure of any question, or feel you are unable to answer it, please leave the response blank. Some questions ask for responses 
to specific issues and others ask for you to fill in a blank with your own information.
For the purpose of this survey -  
 “Crime is defined as an offence against a person (or persons), property, and the law,”

Please tick the response that applies to you:

What is your gender?   M           F •

Which age group are you in: 

Less than 18              18 - 24          25 – 34            35 - 44           45 – 54           55 -64            greater than 64

Please list your current occupation. If you are retired please write “retired”:

Please tick the location that best describes where you work:

Toodyay townsite   Rural/Semi Rural Toodyay  Perth Metropolitan area  Other (please list)

Please tick the place of residence that best describes where you reside:

Toodyay townsite   Rural Toodyay  Semi-Rural Toodyay   Perth Metropolitan area   
Other (please list)

Are there any areas in the Shire of Toodyay in which you do not feel safe? Please list them. If there are no areas, please write “none”:
Please list any safety issues in the Shire of Toodyay that you feel should be dealt with. If there are no safety issues, please write “none”:
How can we best address the safety issues in the Shire of Toodyay? (leave blank if this does not apply):

Which areas of the Shire of Toodyay are more subject to crime?

What kinds of crime are most likely to occur in the Shire of Toodyay?

What crime prevention issues in the Shire of Toodyay should be addressed? Please list them:

What should be done to address the Shire of Toodyay’s crime prevention issues?

What should be the overall emphasis of the Shire of Toodyay crime prevention?

Are there enough activities where Families can participate together in the Shire of Toodyay? If not, what would you like to see? (Please list 
them).

As a young person, what activities would you like to see in the Shire of Toodyay? (leave blank if this doesn’t apply)

End of Survey

Thank you for participating in this survey! Your ideas are very important to us and will be used in the development of the Shire of Toodyay 
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan.
               - The Community Safety and Crime Prevention Committee
Are there any suggestions you would like to make that would enhance community safety and crime prevention in the Shire of Toodyay? 
(Please list in the space below, or attach a separate sheet).

Please return this survey by 23 October 2009.  Completed surveys can be left at the Toodyay Police Station; the Bendigo Bank; the Morangup 
Progress Association, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup 6083; or email to: toodyaycscpc@westnet.com.au
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JJ’s Leather N Lace
Duke Street, Toodyay

Behind IGA

New stock 
arriving daily

For all your winter and summer 
biker wear needs. If we don’t have 
what you want, ask us and we will 
endeavour to fi nd it for you at the 
best possible price.

 • Leather Jackets from $250
 • Leather Gloves from $25
 • Mens and Ladies 
  Leather Vests from $120
 • Leather Boots

GO BACK TO THE 70’s with my 
range of Boho/Hippy clothing.

 • Dresses
 • Skirts
 • Tassled Midriff Leather Vests
 • Short Suede Leather Jackets
 • Incense & Incense Perfume
 • Bandannas
 • Butterfl y tops
 • Fisherman Pants
 • & lots more

Open 
Thursday – Sunday
 and Public Holidays
9.30am – 4.00pm
Closed Xmas Day

Toodyay Ratepayers 
and Residents 

Association
Important information for the community 
to consider
THERE are a number of issues that impact, 
or may impact, on the residents of Toodyay 
currently under consideration by Council and 
the community should have an awareness of 
these.
Amalgamation.
The submission to the Local Government 
Reform Committee prepared by the Shire of 
Toodyay was the subject of a special meeting 
of council held on Thursday, 24th September. 
The draft submission was made available for 
public inspection and comment prior to the 
meeting.
 There were not as many residents as 
anticipated at the meeting and there were no 
questions or submissions from the community 
on the submission. This was presumably 
because the community was satisfied and in 
agreement with the proposed submission. 
 However, when the agenda item was open 
to the Councillors for debate, events took an 
interesting turn.
Consider the sequence of events:
•	The draft submission was completed and 

distributed to Councillors for review and 
comment;

•	The Councillors accepted the submission 
and it was made available to the public for 
comment;

•	The total absence of questions and 
submissions from the public indicated 
community acceptance of the submission;

•	A Councillor then moved a significant 
change to the submission and proposed the 
amalgamation of the Shire of Toodyay with 
the Shires of Goomalling and Victoria Plains 
as a fallback position;

•	Other Councillors did not support this 
amendment;

•	After much debate and a minor amendment 
the submission was approved by a vote of 
6/3.

 Councillors’ Wroth, Somers and Jackson 
effectively opposed their own submission.
 Interestingly, during the debate, Councillor 
Somers raised the point that the Shire of 
Toodyay had been assessed by the Local 
Government Reform committee as being 

not sustainable. This assessment was based 
on information provided by the Shire on the 
completed checklist submitted to the Reform 
Committee. He then voiced his concern 
as to how the Local Government Reform 
Committee would respond to a submission 
from the Shire to continue to stand alone when 
it had already been assessed as not sustainable.
 The Toodyay Ratepayers and Residents 
Association has previously raised concerns 
over the inadequacy of the responses on the 
completed checklist and has twice written to 
the Shire President seeking clarification on two 
points:
•	Did the Councillors endorse the completed 

checklist prior to it being submitted?
•	Did the Councillors consider that the 

completed checklist accurately reflected the 
status of the Shire?

 To date no response to these requests for 
clarification has been received.
 Recent comments by some Councillors do 
however indicate that they did not have the 
opportunity to endorse the completed checklist 
prior to its submission by the administration.
 This was a key document in the reform 
process and the Toodyay Ratepayers and 
Residents Association believes that strong 
leadership is required in situations like this to 
present a unified council, showing confidence 
and determination in making decisions on 
behalf of the community that they represent.
 Voting 6/3 on this submission does not 
convey this to the Local Government Reform 
Committee.
Recreation Strategy
In the last report the Toodyay Ratepayers 
and Residents Association indicated that 
it would write to the Shire President in his 
capacity as chairman of the Recreation 
Advisory Committee seeking clarification of 
the information provided to the Committee 
and the scope of the Committee’s evaluation of 
alternative sites for recreation facilities.
 This has been done and the Association is 
waiting on a reply.
 It has also come to the attention of the 
Association that the following resolution was 
passed at the May 2008 meeting of council:

COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO 254/05/08
MOVED: Cr Larkin
That Council receive the petition regarding 
opposition to sale of property for the purpose 
of a recreation reserve and that the petition 
is made available as a submission to the 
Committee that is to examine other recreation 
alternatives.

MOTION CARRIED 9/0
 Enquiries by the Toodyay Ratepayers and 
Residents Association have shown that this 
petition was not presented to the Committee 
for consideration.
 The terms of reference of the committee 
clearly stated that Council expected the 
Committee to seriously consider option 3 of 
the Consultant’s report as this was the option 
most favoured by the community. If the 
modified option 3 proposed for evaluation was 
demonstrably unsuitable then it would have 
been easy for the committee to document this 
and present the comparison of this with the 
single site options in its report. That it failed 
to do so may be taken as an indication that the 
modified option 3 was indeed a very viable 
option.
 The Toodyay Ratepayers and Residents 
Association will continue to question the 
management of this committee and the means 
by which it arrived at its recommendation to 
Council.
Site of new Shire Depot
It appears that work has commenced on 
this site and concerns have been raised by 
the residents in Railway Road relating to its 
location.
 Once again the Association finds that a 
resolution was passed at the May 2008 meeting 
of Council that does not appear to have been 
acted on:
COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO 253/5/08
MOVED: Cr Larkin
That Council receive the petition regarding 
the proposed Council Depot Site and that 
an Agenda Item be prepared for Council 
consideration which addresses the concerns 
expressed in the petition.
MOTION CARRIED 9/0
 The concerns about the site include fire safety 
risks and environmental issues.
 Councillors attending the September meeting 
of the Toodyay Ratepayers and Residents 
Association stated that they did not believe 
work on the site would commence until all the 
issues had been resolved.
 The fact is that work has already commenced 
prior to fire safety or environmental reports 
being made available.
Proposed landfill facility
Council has received an application for a Class 
2 landfill facility at lot 11 Chitty Road Toodyay.
 It is understood that a Class 2 site includes 
the disposal of toxic waste. It would appear 
that a similar proposal was made 9 years 
ago but strong opposition prevented it from 
going ahead. The Shire is seeking community 

comment on the proposal.
 It is difficult for the average person to fully 
understand the technical issues associated with 
such a facility and the waste has to be disposed 
of somewhere.
 The Avon Valley Environmental Society 
are reviewing this proposal and will keep 
the Toodyay Ratepayers and Residents 
Association informed as to their findings.
One question is what makes the proponents 
of the landfill site consider that an application 
will be successful now when it was rejected 
9 years ago?
Purchase of properties
The Shire has prepared a draft policy on 
the purchase of land for development of 
recreational facilities in and around the existing 
showgrounds site and has made it available for 
public comment.
 The community has already expressed its 
strong opposition to purchasing properties and 
demolishing the houses to obtain land for the 
development of recreational facilities but has 
been ignored by this Council.
 It is the view of the Toodyay Ratepayers 
and Residents Association that no acquisition 
of properties should take place until the 
deliberations and recommendation of the 
Recreation Advisory Committee have been 
reviewed, by an independent reviewer if 
necessary.
Council Elections
Only one position on Council is to be contested. 
 One newspaper expressed the view that 
perhaps no one wants to be a Councillor at 
Toodyay!
 Why is this?
 Being a Councillor is not an easy task as there 
will always be conflicting views to consider 
and it is very rare that a decision will be 
acceptable to all. What must be demonstrated, 
however, is that careful consideration has been 
given to all points of view and the reasons why 
a recommendation and decision has been made 
are adequately conveyed to the community.
 The people of Toodyay need to be represented 
by Councillors who understand that they are 
in charge of the Shire and responsible for 
strategies, policies and decisions. The Shire 
Administration is responsible for ensuring that 
those strategies and policies are implemented 
efficiently and effectively.
 Hopefully the new Councillors will augment 
those Councillors that already have this view 
and there will no longer be a need to call 
special meetings of council to ensure that the 
community is kept informed.



Page 14. THE TOODYAY HERALD October 2009

To secure one of These greaT loTs, please conTacT
Nick Wallace on 9383 3465 or 0409 295 914

•  Located on the banks of the Avon River
•  Adjoining the Toodyay High School
•  Boasting views over town, to the riverbank of the Avon and Mt Anderson
•  The estate is within easy walking distance of town with the pedestrian bridge
 connecting you to the cafe’s, pubs, bakery, bank & supermarket
•  All blocks come fully serviced with underground power, phone, water & sewerage

$125,000
$79,000 -

LANDSALE
Blocks from siZes from

1637sqm
875sqm -

Wendy Lewer with her winning entry; 

Arts Toodyay 
WE had an amazing exhibition, far exceeding 
wishes and, as for hope, we didn’t need that 
at all! It seemed as though all of Toodyay 
joined us at Coorinja Winery to celebrate 
its unique and very special ambience as the 
perfect place to display our artworks.
 Coorinja’s genesis as a Gallery was 
honoured by all the works entered having the 
common theme ‘Vino’. This was diversely 
interpreted in some very creative ways and 
media and contributed, I’m sure, to the 
generally joyous mood of the evening along 
with Coorinja’s wines, ports and sherries 
of course, and the delicious foods, also in 
abundance and including an amazing tier of 
cakes kindly donated by Bar-Bar-a-Black-
Sheep.
 So many people were there that it was 
rather difficult negotiating one’s way around 
but there was always the next few days to 
come back and view the art at leisure and see 
the casks fermenting away in their original 
setting adjacent to the Gallery. We had 
speeches by our president, Sharon Boxall, 

with Michael Wood providing an historical 
perspective. Hector Wood also gave us some 
interesting snapshots of his early ‘education’ 
growing up in Toodyay, and then he cut 
the Inaugural Ribbon, thus concluding the 
formal part of the evening.
 Apart from the opportunity to buy artworks 
(and there was a good outcome there 
for our members with a just under 50% 
sales which is excellent), visitors to the 
exhibition were able to vote for their 
favourite work with the ‘People’s Choice 
Award’. Number 34, ‘Picking Grapes’ by 
Wendy Lewer was our winner. And the prize 
was a bottle of Coorinja’s famous White 
Port! Congratulations to Wendy, and thank 
you to Coorinja.
 Arts Toodyay would also like to extend 
an enormous ‘thankyou’ to everyone who 
came and showed interest, including the 
business community, our kind sponsors, 
all our members who worked very, very 
hard to make this happen and, above all, 
to everyone at Coorinja who were tireless 
in their efforts to accommodate all our 
seemingly endless requests. Feedback from 
Perth visitors indicated the Art/Winery 
combination was extremely enticing and 
their visits were made even more enjoyable 
by the impromptu history ‘talks’ from Hector 
Wood. Many, many thanks to all the Wood 
family and a huge hurrah to Bettina, our 
genius coordinator. We thank you especially 
for your patience and boundless humour 
which kept us all going. 
 Our AGM on 1st September had a good 
turnout and we elected a new and vibrant 
committee. Retiring President, John 
Mitchinson, gave an overview of our 
past achievements which sounded very 
impressive in their variety and scope.  Thank 
you John for your wonderful leadership. 
 Next meeting on 6th October we will be 
looking towards our future projects and 
direction, so come along with your ideas 
and we will have some fun and be inspired 
collectively. 
 Next display of local talent will be at the 
Show on 10th October.
 Arts Toodyay members, please note that 
your membership fees of $15 per annum are 
now due.
 If you would like to become a member 
of Arts Toodyay, please phone Treasurer, 
Wendy Lewer, on 9574 4172.

Toodyay Playgroup
ANOTHER busy month at Toodyay 
Playgroup coming up. 
 We will be having a Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
at Duigee Park on Thursday 22nd October at 
9.30am. Could all playgroup members come 
straight to the park and don’t forget to bring 
your favourite teddy and a plate to share?
 The Playgroup WA Raffle tickets are due in 
on the 15th October so, if you have not sold 
your allocated tickets, please pass them on to 
another playgroup member so we can have 
all the tickets sold. See Jean for any other 
details.
 We are currently taking toy orders. 
Everyone should now have copies of the 
catalogues so if you wish to order your 
Christmas presents through Playgroup, 
please have all orders in by 15th October. 
 Playgroup Annual Busy Bee will be on 
Saturday, 14th November at 9am so we need 
all Playgroup members to come down and 
help clean the place from top to bottom. 
Morning tea and drinks will be supplied. 
Please put your name down on the notice 
board if you will be attending. 
  2009 Toodyay Playgroup Christmas Party 
will be held on 28th November from 10am to 
2pm with lots of fun and entertainment for 
all the members of Playgroup. Tracey and 
Rowan have kindly allowed us to have the 
event at their home again as it was a great 
success last year. There will be a bouncy 
castle, pony rides, face painting and lots of 
fun things to do. Please see the notice board 
for all the information.
 Toodyay Playgroup AGM will be held on 
Thursday 19th November starting at 10am 
so all Playgroup members need to attend as 
we have a few vacancies for positions on 
the committee which need to be filled for 
next year. Anyone interested in joining the 
committee for 2010 please talk to Cassandra 
about what positions are available.
 Happy Birthday wishes this month are for 
Tim who will be turning 5 on the 12th October 
and Paighton who will be turning 1 on the 
9th October. Happy Birthday from all your 
friends at Toodyay Playgroup.
  Term 4 fees are currently due so please see 
Martina. If you pay for the whole term it is 
$25 for one child or $30 for two or more 
children; you can also pay the casual fee of 
$3 for one child or $3.50 for two or more 

children per session.
 If you would like to come down and join 
Toodyay Playgroup, sessions times are 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9.30 to 11.30am. 
The first three sessions are free so bring your 
children and see how much fun we have.
 Please phone Cassandra on 9574 2850 or 
Sandy on 9574 4657 for any more details.

Toodyay Growers’ 
Union News

THE big issue this month is the planning 
submission to council for a class 2 landfill 
facility off Chitty Road. This was knocked 
back some years ago for a particular reason, 
and will be strongly objected to by the 
Toodyay Growers Union, as this facility 
could cause a whole host of issues with 
farming operations in the Harper Brook 
catchment, and the other catchments nearby.
This Month
The current weather conditions are causing 
an issue with many orchards. The late rains 
will cause an excessive amount of weeds/
grass to grow which may stress young fruit 
trees and will become a fire hazard when it 
dies off. Slashing and clearing of weeds is a 
must, and also irrigation checks are advised 
to ensure everything is working.
 As many trees are now setting fruit, 
fertilising should be well under way, and 
the anti bird netting should be prepared for 
installation.
Bulk Produce Sales Reports
September Market Reports.

Lemons $1/kg
Supply Heavy
Demand Moderate
 
Garlic Price ranges from $20/kg 
  for small and $30/kg 
  for medium sizes. 
Supply Very Light
Demand High
 
Broccoli $1/ea
Supply Light
Demand Moderate
 
Cauliflower $1.50/ea
Supply Light
Demand Moderate

tgu@amnet.net.au
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10 x Pentium 4 2.6 Ghz, 512mb, 40gb 
10 x Pentium 4 2.6 Ghz, 512mb, 80gb

Computers
All computers sold as is with a CD/RW drive, 1.44 
fl oppy, keyboard, mouse and 17” CRT Monitor & 

Windows XP pre-installed.
Minimum tender $50 for each PC.

Full Terms and conditions are available here

For more information call
 Brenden O’Driscoll T: 9622 6737

For Sale by Tender

Tender closes 4pm Tues 
October 16 2009

Address to: Private & Confi dential, 
Attention: Brenden O’Driscoll 
C.Y. O’Connor College of TAFE 
PO Box 498 Northam WA 6401

http://www.cyoctafe.wa.edu.au/Tenders

Puggles Playgroup 
An Early Montessori Experience

PUGGLES Playgroup meets every Monday 
and Wednesday morning (except school 
holidays) in the Toodyay Community Centre. 
If you would like to arrange a ‘trial morning’ 
for you and your child, please contact the 
Playgroup Leader, 
Felicity Brown, on 9574 4254.
 For the next few months we would like to 
bring you some insight into the Montessori 
philosophy of education. 
 “And so we discovered that education is 
not something which the teacher does, but 
that is a natural process which develops 
spontaneously in the human being. It is not 
acquired by listening to words but in virtue 
of experiences in which the child acts in 
his environment. The teacher’s task is not 
to talk but to prepare and arrange a series 
of motives for cultural activity in a special 
environment made for the child.”
Maria Montessori, The Absorbent Mind
  Who is Maria Montessori? How did she get 
involved in education?
  Maria Montessori was born in Italy in August 
1870. Through her studies in scientific 
education she obtained the prestigious title 
of the first woman to become a physician 
in Italy. 
 Dr Montessori specialised in paediatrics 

Photo Caption: Mason’s turn-memory game

and psychiatry and her ‘method’ came 
about as a result of her own observations 
and experiments that she carried out in 
conjunction with her work. Her initial 
work involved frequent contact with 
underprivileged children of the poor and 
working class; it was here that Dr Montessori 
became interested in the potential for 
human intelligence where an environment 
encourages learning. 
  Maria Montessori passionately believed 
in the benefits of adult educators becoming 
deep observers of children as a beginning 
step to understanding each child’s unique 
gifts and abilities. . 1Pg 12, The Essential 
Montessori – Elizabeth G Hainstock
2Pg 19, The Montessori Way – Tim Seldon 
Seldin and Paul Epstein Ph D

Recipe Corner
Desraé Clarke

ICE-CREAM WITH CHOCOLATE 
SAUCE

THIS dessert is such a quick sweet 
and really delicious. My preparation is 
simple. I use a metal cake tin of 20 to 
23cm diameter for storage (it is kept in 
the freezer and solely used for ice-cream.) 
Place the Evaporated Milk in the freezer for 
approximately an hour before beginning 
to make the ice-cream and place a large 
mixing bowl in the frig for about half an 
hour. The Chocolate Sauce may be served 
with the ice-cream either hot or cold.
Ice-cream
Ingredients:

1 tin Evaporated Milk, chilled
2 level teaspoons gelatine
2 tablespoons boiling water
250gms Philadelphia Cheese, placed in a 
bowl and out of the ‘frig for half an hour
2/3 cup caster sugar
3 teaspoons vanilla essence
Chopped chocolate/chopped fruit, etc 
(optional)

Method:
Dissolve the gelatine in the boiling 

water in a cup, mix well and allow to 
cool. (If the gelatine becomes like a ‘set 
jelly’ sit the cup in a bowl of warm water 
to make it return to a liquid. It often sets 
in the winter when the air is quite cold).

Beat the Philly Cheese, caster sugar 
and the vanilla in a bowl till it becomes 
well-mixed and creamy.

Beat the Evaporated Milk in the bowl, 

that was kept in the ‘frig, till it becomes 
thick and creamy.

Add the Philly Cheese mixture to the 
Evaporated Milk and continue to beat till 
it is thoroughly combined.

Drizzle the liquid gelatine into the ice-
cream while continuing to beat.

Pour the ice-cream QUICKLY into the 
cake tin from the freezer and allow to set 
for several hours.

Optional: If you would like to add 
some chopped fruit or chocolate to the 
ice-cream, allow the ice-cream to half 
set then swirl it into the mixture.

Chocolate Sauce
Ingredients:

2 heaped tablespoons cocoa
1tablespoon cornflour
S m a l l  a m o u n t  o f  e x t r a  m i l k , 
approximately 1/3 cup, to blend the 
above ingredients
2 teaspoons butter or margarine
1 ¼ cups milk, heated
½ cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
Pinch of salt (enough to be pinched out 
of the salt crock between two fingers)

Method:
Blend the cocoa and cornflour with 

small amount of extra milk until a 
‘watery’ mixture.

Heat the 1 ¼ cups of milk.
Stir the heated milk into the cocoa and 

cornflour mixture then add the butter, or 
margarine, and stir until combined.

Stir over heat gradually adding the 
sugar and vanilla continually stirring 
until the sauce thickens.

The sauce can be used while warm or 
stored in the ‘frig to serve cold.

Toodyay Miniature 
Railway

June Eastwood

SUNDAY 27th September 09 at last gave 
us the weather we like to see on run days. 
Luckily we had a visiting engine as our 
engines alone would never have been 
able to keep up with the huge demand for 
rides. President Graham had to take the 
engine’s owner to the Club for a reviver 
at the end of the day; he was quite worn 
out. Apart from Avon Descent it was one 
of our busiest days of the season. 
 We don’t aim to try and break any speed 
records, but it was all the thing in 1930s 
England among the ‘big boys’. In 1937 
the magic 100mph (160kph) barrier was 
broken but the LMS wanted a record, so 
the driver was told to go for broke, finally 
reaching 180kph. However the momentum 
was so great that he thundered through the 
Crewe station riding points with a 32kph 
limit at 80kph. This damaged the track and 
threw crew and passengers off their feet 
but disaster was avoided and the record 
well and truly broken. However less than 
a year later, with a 32km downhill run 
ahead of it, a steam engine, 4468 Mallard, 
managed to reach 202kph. 
 In Australia, we also had our own 
railway hoons. Although the limit was 
around 130kph, some drivers managed 
to coax their steam engines to 150kph, 
outperforming many contemporary diesel 
engines. 
 These engines were a far cry from the 
original Robert Stephenson’s ‘Rocket’, 
but there was probably an equivalent 
amount of explosive material around the 
Stephenson household when Robert’s 
father, George, on several occasions, 
claimed he had designed the engine. 

This was entirely false as he did not 
even see the engine ’til after it was built. 
Father George even received an official 
reprimand in later years from the English 
Parliament after an enquiry disproved his 
claims.
 If engine building brought its troubles, 
spare a thought for the workers building 
the Mombasa to Kampala railway line. 
Work was halted for several months at 
one stage because lions in the Tsavo area 
killed 28 Indian and an unknown number 
of native workers. Department of Safety 
would have had a field day on that one!

Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf

WELL, September was a wet month 
but that did not stop us; we were off 
to Wanneroo Seniors’ Club on the 24th 
for a friendly game of indoor bowls, 
morning tea and lunch. They made us very 
welcome and we would like to thank them 
for their hospitality. 
 After we left them, we had a look at the 
new shopping centre being built before 
making our way home thanks to Wes, our 
driver.
 This month we will be very busy. We 
have a visit from Wannamal and another 
from Bindoon Seniors’ Clubs and, on the 
21st, a BBQ in the Duidgee Park at 11am. 
Then we are off to York Seniors’ Club 
on the 23rd; please remember that the bus 
leaves at 7.45am.  On the 27th we 
have an outing to Wireless Hill at Ardross 
leaving at 9am (bring a picnic lunch) and 
then, on the 28th, we have our monthly 
meeting at 1pm (a committee meeting will 
be held prior at 12.15pm.)
 Birthdays this month are Aileen Smith 
on the 6th and June Eddy on the 10th. We 
wish you both a Happy Birthday.

 

LOSE WEIGHT - FEEL GREAT
with

HERBALIFE
Calorie controlled weight management

programme
For personalised programme ring

Edith Welburn on 1800 818 289
email welburn@iinet.net.au
Or order your products at

Welburn@iinet.net.au
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AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets 12 ½ to 17 year olds, male and 
female. Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. 
Friday 6:30pm to 9:30pm, during school term. 708squ@
cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Tuesdays children and adults 3.30 - 4.30pm
Thursdays adults 7.30 - 9pm at The Factory Baptist Church
Drums available.  All welcome.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets first Tuesday of the month, 7pm at The Old Police 
Station in Duke St Sth. For all interested in arts/crafts,  
workshops. Enquiries to John on 9574 4664

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
For breastfeeding information and the company of other 
mums. 2nd Tuesday of month at Parent Information Centre, 
Gordon Street Northam 10am-noon. 4th Tuesday of month 
Toodyay Playgroup 10am  - noon. Contact Louise for more 
details on 9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday, 1pm to 4pm. Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Contact Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday of each month (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay 
Race Course. Contact: Sandra 9574 4429

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday of each month at Dept of Water,  
254 Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
 3rd Thursday every month , 8pm at the old engineers 
quarters , next to Northam Railway Museum, Fitzgerald 
Street , Northam . ph 96221192 .

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Monthly meeting 4th Monday 7.30pm to 10pm, Workshops 
2nd and 4th Sunday 9am - Wool Pavilion, Toodyay Sports 
Ground. 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm

BINGO
Every Wednesday, eyes down 7.30pm Community Centre 

CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. Training 2nd Thursday of each 
month.

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
The next immunisation clinic: 28th October from 9am-11am. 
Please call Sheree on 9574 4577 to book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday of month from October to April, June and 
August, 5pm at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday of each month, 1.30pm, 
C.W.A. Hall. New Members very welcome.

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

DRAMA CLASSES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Monday 4-5.30pm, Call Anne on 9574 2458. 

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
Third Tuesday of each month, 6pm at the PB Kirby Centre, 
cnr Gordon and Wellington Sts, Northam. New members 
welcome. Contact Caroline Barr on 9622 8043 or Belle 
Moore on 9622 5203 for additional information.

FITNESS & FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday, 1pm to 4pm at Butterly House. 
Contact Ida Edwards on 9574 2858

JULIMAR / TOODYAY JEWELS
Ladies only. Tuesday 20th October at 10am, Wendourie Tea 
Rooms. All ladies welcome. Contact Shirl on 9574 5077.

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 1st Saturday of month, 6pm at Julimar Fire Station 
followed by BYO BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting, 
10am, Julimar Fire Station.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd (& 5th) Wednesday, 10am Uniting Church

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday of month, Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to 
November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday of each month  Council Chambers 7pm

SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10am at Toodyay 
Telecentre.

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages. CWA Hall Friday afternnon and 
Saturday morning. Contact Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am Ladies and senior men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets every 3rd Saturday of the month. 
Please contact Dave Isbill 9574 4035 for location and time. 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz and Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, 
new studio. Ages from 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys. 9574 
4459. Saturdays 9am - 2.30pm (except school holidays)

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm 
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays)
School Library, 7pm

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday of each month  Duidgee Park  (near Bolgart 
Bridge) at 8am October to April and 9am May to September.  
Enquiries  9574 2578 

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays), Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion. Contact: Debra Andrijich 9574 2676

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday each month (except Jan)
Masonic Hall, Fiennes St, 7.30pm

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enquiries 
9574 4462

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday of the Month from 7pm
CWA Hall.  Contact Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492.

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
3rd Saturday each month,  at CWA Hall 7pm. Enquiries to 
President on  9574 5445 or Secretrary on 6364 3609. Visitors 
and new members will be made very welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
2nd Tuesday each month commencing 6pm Toodyay Police 
Station (General Meeting bi-monthly - Feb, April, June, Aug, 
Oct, Dec) Enquiries 9574 2212

TOODYAY OLIVE GROWERS 
Contact Francis Moran for meeting dates 9574 5786.

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30am - 11.30am, Playgroup Hall, 
Community Centre, Bindi Baxter 9574 4430

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION (INC.)
General Meetings 3rd Tuesday each month @ the CWA Hall, 
7pm. Committee meetings fortnightly on Tuesday evening.  
Contact Roger Bray (Chairperson) 9574 4562.

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday of month, Anglican Hall, 1.30pm

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday from 9am Parkers Cottage. 
President: Greta Sauta 9574 2868; Secretary: Rita Morald 
0428 956 909

TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH RSL
1st Saturday of March, May, July, September and November  
at 2pm at the Bowling Club. AGM second Saturday in 
February at the Bowling Club. Contact Lou 9574 4310

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM.
12.30pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at the 
Freemasons Hotel.

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
1st Monday of each month Fire Station, 8pm

TOY LIBRARY
Tuesday and Thursday, 9am to 10am at Toodyay Community 
Centre. Contact Tracey Hunter 9574 5642

UNITING CHURCH 
10am, St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am Friday CWA Hall. 9574 4184

Bejoording Babble
Kim Leonhardt

G’DAY all!
 First off, guess what wasn’t flying off the 
flagpole from that corner house this month? 
Let me fill you in on the complete story. 
 First of the V8 Endurance rounds was held at 
Phillip Island in September. I can’t recall how 
many laps it was (a lot!) because Ford seemed 
to be leading for most of them and the guy on 
the corner told his wife to “put away the blue 
pills honey, I won’t be needing ’em tonight!”. 
Anyway, with four laps to go, I’m slouched 
down on my lounge watching Ford leading by 
three seconds through half closed eyes, due to 
the fact that my eyebrows have almost met my 
chin. The guy on the corner, however, minces 
his way to his gold-plated display case and 
takes out his Ford Flag. Three laps to go – I 
haven’t changed position, though a sigh does 
escape from my brow covered mouth. Mincey 
starts ironing his flag. Two laps to go – Ford’s 
leading by 1.57 seconds now. My eyebrows 
have returned to their normal seating position 
and I’m starting to lean forward. Mincey’s back 
in his chair with the flag on his lap, mindlessly 
stroking it. One lap to go and Ford is now 
only less than 1 second in front. My wife 
walks past and asks, “Exciting is it?” I realise 
I’m LITERALLY sitting on the edge of my 
seat! Wadda ya know, I’ve actually become 
a stereotype! Oh yeah, I’m also jibbering and 
giggling like a loon. Mincey now has the corner 
of his flag in his mouth. The SECOND LAST 
CORNER sees Holden take Ford AND the 
Chequered Flag. I’m now standing and pacing 
and saying things like... well it’s a family paper, 
so I can’t tell you what I was saying things like. 
Mincey on the other hand, is now scrunching 
his Ford Flag against his face, rocking back 
and forward and... and... is that sobbing I hear 
from 900m away? There’s nothing like going to 
work on a Monday morning and seeing a bare 
flag pole. I’ve got to get me a Holden Flag!
 Which now brings me to our next big event. 
Bathurst Day, Sunday, 11th October. This year 
it’s at Kimbo’s. Bathurst Day is a BLOKES’ 
day! No women or children allowed. The first 
beer is downed at the drop of the Start Flag 
and pies are the only food allowed in town! 
Quiches ARE NOT PIES! Just a second... my 
wife’s telling me something... awwh come off 
it, ya kidding aren’t ya?... Something to do with 
responsibilities and discrimination. All right, 
here’s the revised set of guidelines... If you’re 
a woman AND a petrol head, you’re allowed 
to attend. If you’re a child AND a petrol head 
AND can sit down for six hours yelling out, 
“HOLDEN RULES”, you’re allowed to attend. 
After the first beer at the drop of the Start Flag, 
if you wish to have 16 cups of coffee, you’re 
allowed. (Phew! Thank goodness for that!) 
HOWEVER, we’re not budging on quiches! 
Start time is 6am and there’ll be a BBQ after 
the finish. See ya there!
 Well, no... I’m afraid not much else did 
happen in the community this month. Don’t 
forget Wednesday nights at the shed from 6pm. 
Our next Community Meeting and Feast Night 
is Wednesday 7th October from 6pm. The next 
major event after Bathurst is the Halloween 
Games Night on Saturday October 31st. Get 
dressed as your favourite ghoul and see if you 
can rule the night! BBQ starts at 6pm, games 
at 7.30pm. Non-members are welcome at $5 
a head. 
 See ya there.

Ida’s Hideaway
Greasy Sleeve

ONCE again, our birthday party was a 
great success and I hope everybody enjoyed 
themselves; I know I did.
 Ida’s Hideaway would like to say a very big 
thank you to Rina Honisepp for the beautiful 
birthday cake, Graham from the Toodyay 
Bakery for his ongoing support every week, 
also Butterly House for their ongoing support, 
Dr Richard Walkey for his generous donation 
and to the boot scooters who did a marvellous 
job.
 Thank you also to Margaret and staff at 
the Victoria Hotel for the fabulous luncheon, 
the volunteers who helped on the day and 
a special thank you to Jim Short who did a 
wonderful job manning the kitchen. Without 
them all it would not have been the success it 
was. Thank you so much.
 Birthdays this month are Jim Bavin on the 
3rd, Aileen Smith on the 6th, Bob Adams on 
the 8th and Hazel Carter on the 12th. We wish 
them all a very happy day.
 We were all sad to hear of the passing of 
May Gaynor. Our deepest sympathies to all 
the family.
 “When I was young, I used to think that 
money was the most important thing in life. 
Now that I’m old, I know it is.” – Oscar Wilde.



 THE TOODYAY HERALD October 2009 Page 17.

public notices

Abdu’l-Bahá, the eldest son of Bahá’u’lláh, was His Successor and the Centre of His 
Covenant. He was given the ti tle ‘the Most Great Branch’ by His Father thus bring-
ing to mind the words of Isaiah: “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:  And the spirit of the LORD shall rest 
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall make him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the LORD.” Abdu’l-Bahá has likened the coming of a 
Manifestati on of God to the Spiritual Springti me. He states:

“The coming of a Manifestati on of God is the season of spiritual spring. For instance, 
the appearance of Christ was a divine springti me. Therefore, it caused a great com-
moti on and vibrant movement in the world of humanity. The Sun of Reality dawned, 
the cloud of mercy poured down its rain, the breezes of providence moved, the 
world became a new world, mankind refl ected an extraordinary radiance, souls 
were educated, minds were developed, intelligences became acute, and the human 
world att ained a new freshness of life, like unto the advent of spring. Then gradually 
that spring was followed by the autumn of death and decay. The teachings of Christ 
were forgott en. The Christly bounti es ceased. Divine moraliti es disappeared. Day 
ended in night. The people became negligent and oblivious. Minds weakened unti l 
conditi ons reached such a crisis that material science rose in the ascendant.”

“At such a ti me as this Bahá’u’lláh dawned from the horizon of Persia. He reformed 
and renewed the fundamentals and realiti es of Christ’s teachings. He endured the 
greatest diffi  culti es and underwent the severest ordeals. This period of ti me is the 
Promised Age, the assembling of the human race to the “Resurrecti on Day” and 
now is the great “Day of Judgment.” Soon the whole world, as in springti me, will 
change its garb. The turning and falling of the autumn leaves is past; the bleakness 
of the winter ti me is over. The new year hath appeared and the spiritual springti me 
is at hand… As you have observed, at the ti me of the appearance of each Manifes-
tati on of God extraordinary progress has occurred in the world of minds, thoughts 
and spirits. For example, in this divine age see what development has been att ained 
in the world of minds and thoughts, and it is now only the beginning of its dawn. 
Before long you will see that new bounti es and divine teachings will illuminate this 
dark world….”

For informati on, please email: info-toodyay@wa.bahai.org.au
or call 08 9330 6999

Bahá’í Faith
The Promised Day is Come, 

Prophecies have been fulfi lled

AVON VALLEY ART SOCIETY
AVAS presents the exhibition, ‘Utopia’ 
by Perth artist, Kim Le and will run from 
5th October to 6th November. The official 
opening is on Saturday, 10th October 6pm 
- 8pm by Dr Geoff Lummis, with special 
guests, Dr Robert Juniper and Patricia 
Juniper. Cocktails will be served and music 
by special vocalist, Lisa Clarke. Artworks 
displayed in the Old Post Office Gallery, 
Northam Arts CEntre, Wellington St, 
Northam.

Wanted - Original and underage bands to to 
compete in Avon Rock 2009. Great prizes 
and $$$s and recoding opportunities! Entries 
close 4pm, Friday 30th October. Phone 9622 
2245 for your entry form now.

Calling all songwriters. Showcase your 
talent by entering the 2009 Healthway Act-
Belong-Commit songwriting competition. 
Great prizes! Entries close 4pm, Friday 6th 
November. Contact AVAS on 9622 2245 for 
your entry form.

CAN YOU HELP?
The Toodyay Historical Society is trying 
to find out the movements of the Nunyle 
Hall foundation stone after the Hall was 
demolished around 1947.  The stone 
is currently held in a store room at the 
Newcastle Gaol Museum.  If you can help, 
please contact Secretary Beth Frayne on 
9574 5971.

Obituary
The Toodyay Historical Society offers its 
deepest sympathy to the family of Dr Rica 
Erickson who passed away peacefully on 
8 September 2009.  She had reached the 
remarkable age of 101 years.  Rica wrote 
the Shire’s official history Old Toodyay and 
Newcastle, and had been the Society’s patron 
since 1994.

AGM
The AGM of the Toodyay Football Club will 
be held on Tuesday 27th October 2009 at the 
Freemasons Hotel at 7.30pm. All welcome. 
We are looking for new committee members.

MELBOURNE CUP LUNCHEON
A Melbourne Cup Luncheon will be held in 
the St Stephens Church hall on Tuesday 3rd 
November 2009, 11am - 2.30pm. Best value 
in town at $12 per person. Ph Trish on 9574 
4143 or Bel on 9574 2396 for further info.

FIRST AID CLASSES
Flexible Learning Course for those whose 
current First Aid Certificate is due for 
renewal is to be held on Wednesday 14th 
October. Registration and Home study 
packs available from Jenny now. The final 
Two Day course for anyone needing First 
Aid, especially for work next year will be 
held on Sat / Sun 14th and 15th November. 
Registrations available from Jenny Willgoss 
at L.J.Hooker Toodyay or phone a/h 9574 
2412. 

Did you know that, if you have HBF 
ExtraEssentials or PremiumEssentials 
cover (and maybe a similar scheme in other 
medical benefit funds), that you can claim 
some money back on the cost of the Senior 
First Aid course and First Aid kits?

RAFFLE RESULTS
Silver Chain Avon Auxiliary Branch 
Raffles and Wheelbarrow winners
The Money tree was won by A Bozanich, 
Pink ticket D33
Second prize was won by G Downie

The Wheelbarrow was won by Lynlee, 
Orange ticket N53
Second prize was won by E Rose, Yellow 
ticket Q70

$50 Money Board Lucky Numbers were:
45 Liz
2 Jenny
Congratulations to all the winners of the 
draws and thanks again for all the support.

MONSTER GARAGE SALE
The Toodyay Historical Society Inc will be 
holding a Monster Garage Sale at Donegan’s 
Cottage in the Toodyay Showgrounds, 
Toodyay St on Saturday 24th October 2009, 
8am - 4pm. Books, plants, furniture, clothes, 
bric-a-brac and more.

DANCING INSTRUCTOR WANTED
Ballroom, Latin, Rock n Roll. We have 

plenty of interest to start a dance group but 
need an instructor. If you can teach or know 
anyone who is interested in in the Toodyay 
area. Please call Tom on 9574 4525 or email 
tom62@aapt.net.au

TOODYAY GROWERS UNION
Next meeting, Saturday 10th October. Meet 
outside Vince’s Italian Restaurant at 7pm. 
New members welcome.
The agenda is as follows:
1. To form the TGU as an organised body;
2. To look at the issue with the Landfill 

planning submission;
3. To organise a submission that objects to 

the landfill facility;
4. Other news.

Thank you
To Allan. Thanks for all your help after my 
accident on the 31st August, 2009 on the 
Toodyay Northam Road.
Joan Hubie

WATSON (TROY)
Brendan, Vicki, Renee, Latiesha and Brad 
would like to thank everyone for their 
overwhelming support. Be it the many phone 
calls we got, visits to the house, hugs, flowers 
and the food. There are too many to thank 
personally so please accept this as a big thank 
you to you all.

Anniversary
Cassandra Duckworth. Happy 5th wedding 
anniversary on 3rd October.
Love
Your husband, John

Bereavements

We can shed tears that Troy has gone
or we can smile because he lived.

We can close our eyes and pray that he 
will come back

or we can open our eyes and see all that 
he has left

Our hearts can be empty because we can’t 
see him

or we can be full of the love that we shared.

We can turn our back on tomorrow and 
live yesterday

or we can be happy for tomorrow because 
of yesterday.

We can remember Troy and only that he 
has gone

or we can cherish his memory and let it 
live on.

We can cry and close our minds, be empty 
and turn our backs

or we can do what Troy would have have 
wanted:

Smile, open our eyes, love and go on!

WATSON (Troy)
If only we had more time but the time we 
spent together, I will hold so close to my 
heart.
Love you and I will never forget you.
Love Renee (Little Watto)

WATSON (Troy)
Uncle Bubba, miss you so much but won’t 
forget all our fun times.
Love Charlotte (Bubba)

WATSON (TROY)
You’ve left us much too soon. We’d just 
gotten you back the wonderful way you used 
to be. So glad we got to have that. We’re 
proud of how far you’d come.
Love and missing you heaps,
Tresha and Brad

WATSON (TROY)
Uncle Troy, we are missing you like crazy.
Love you lots and lots,
Bella, Lily and Will

WATSON (TROY)
Loved son of Brendan and Vicki.
Loving Dad to Shaknae and Joshua.
Loved brother of Renee, Latiesha and Brad.
Loving uncle to Bella, Lily, Will and 
Charlotte

Our hearts ache with sadness,
Our secret tears they flow.
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know.

Birthdays
Charlotte J Watson

Happy 3rd birthday, my gorgeous girl. I am 
so proud of you. You’re getting so big so 
quickly.
I love you so much.
Lots of hugs and kisses.
Mum xoxoxo

Liam O’Sullivan
Sharon Mills
Simone Swift
Zoe Hamlyn
Jade Hamlyn
Les Warrell

Shann Ferguson
Trevor Turnbull
Bruce Murray
Alison Bloom
Monica Bloom

Emylee Morrison
Christopher King

Thomas Seed

Kelly Seed
Christopher Panizza

Kale Portlock
Sam Hide

Courtney Valentine
Keisha Calyum
Hazel Cardem

Michelle Higgins
Paul Cullen

Daniel Beveridge
Aileen Smith
Bob Adams
June Eddy

Hazel Carter
Jye Ryley Nelmes
Courtney Valentine 

Deagan James Wacura

Anniversaries
Mark & Tara Taylor
Ray & Ida Edwards
Doris & Ray Martin

Maureen & Peter Harris
Pamela & Charlie Portlock

Post event 
Community Update
A huge thankyou!

DOWERIN GWN 
MACHINERY FIELD DAYS

A huge thanks to one and all for all 
your work!  Record crowds flowed 
through the doors, record number of 
cars were parked, record numbers of 
food flowed out the door - its a record!

The Committee and staff of the Dowerin 
GWN Machinery Field Days sincerely 
thanks Toodyay residents on the tremendous 
contribution they made to the success of this 
year’s event - we couldn’t do it without you!



Page 18. THE TOODYAY HERALD October 2009

9574 5055
YOUR LOCAL 

VETERINARY CLINIC

AVON VALLEY 
VETERINARY 

CLINIC

Offi ce Hours
Monday  9am to 5pm
Tuesday  9am to 5pm
Wednesday  9am  to 5pm
Thursday  9am to 5pm
Friday   9am to 5pm
Saturday  9am to 11am

Please note all consultations 
are by appointment

Please Ring 9574 5055
AVON VALLEY VETERINARY 
CLINIC FOR ALL SMALL AND 
LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARY 

PROBLEMS.

Avon Valley Veterinary Clinic
92 Stirling Tce, Toodyay  

Postal Address PO Box 941 
Toodyay

LEYLAND 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

  Phone Steve Leyland 

 0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286

We specialise in:

Have you ever dreamed 
of playing the piano?

Contact 
Jan  0416 054 942

9361 1964 a/h

Why not do something 
for yourself and take up 

the challenge?

Register now!

Breakthrough Australian 
piano method 

has students playing 
immediately!

Very easy and 
rewarding.

Contempory, classical, 
rock, jazz, blues.

Adults...interested in 
classes for the New 

Year?

Free introductory 
lesson

News from Bolgart 
and Surrounding 

Areas
(Mrs) Doris M Martin

I will begin this month by expressing the 
sadness of the district at receiving the news 
of the passing of Mrs Rica Erickson at the 
age of 101. She was truly remarkable in that 
she was still writing historical books and the 
like almost right up to her death. I attended 
one of her book launchings at Toodyay 
when she was somewhere in the vicinity of 
97 years of age and the book was on Old 
Toodyay Homesteads.
 Sympathy is extended to all of her family 
in their loss.
 At present, recuperating after a knee 
operation, is John Higginson of Smith Street, 
Bolgart. We wish him a speedy recovery and 
I’m sure June does too.
 Bolgart School recently took part in the 
annual VPSSA Interschool Sports Carnival 
at Wongan Hills. It was meant to be hosted 
at Cadoux this year; however, I believe 
that their grounds for holding it were not 
up to par and hence the change of venue. 
Unfortunately Bolgart didn’t do as well as 
usual, but we did have one student, Kate 
Bain in the girls under 11, who received a 
championship award.  Well done Kate, and 
well done to all those students who showed 
good sportsmanship on the day.
 Here we are, almost Toodyay Show time 
again. How quickly they seem to come 
around. The show will be held on 10th 
October at the Toodyay Show Grounds. It 
is always a time for catching up with old 
friends from the past and every year we find 
many of them seated under the huge tree just 
inside the main entrance gate.
 Good to see the fencing that has been 
undertaken at the new section of the Culham 
Graveyard north of Toodyay. The old section 
of the graveyard is not far short of being 
filled, so it must be a relief to those who have 
their names down for burial at this venue that 
there will be more space available.

Avon Woodturners 
Notes

Max Heath
Convenor

WELL, here we are again.
 We have had a busy time at the Wool 
Pavilion and our turners have been producing 
some good work which you will be able to 
see at the Show.
 We also had a busy bee at the showground 
where we emptied the pavilion of seats, the 
stage and repaired any items that needed 
repairs done to them and cleaned them, too.
 On Sunday, 27th September, we had our 
usual Sunday meeting but this time started 
with a breakfast, had our AGM and then had 
a cleanup of the pavilion ready for the Show.
 The result of the election of officers was 
that Max Heath was elected Convenor, 
John Smart is again Secretary, David Eyers, 
Treasurer, Fred Cook, Safety Officer and Ray 
Russell as Equipment Officer.
 We also had the unveiling of our Club 
Project, the long-awaited Pot Plant Holder, 
which will be raffled on the Friday before the 
Show and also at the Show, where it will be 
drawn in the afternoon.
 In finishing these notes, we wish all 
exhibitors at the show all the best.

Toodyay Historical 
Society

Robyn Taylor
Vice President

WE were saddened to learn that our patron 
Dr Rica Erickson, author of the Shire’s 
history, ‘Old Toodyay & Newcastle’, had 
passed away on 8th September 2009. She 
had reached the remarkable age of 101 
years. A memorial service will be held in 
November after her daughter and son return 
from overseas.
 September was a busy month for the 
Society, starting with the State Conference 
of Affiliated Historical Societies taking place 
at Cockburn. There were excellent papers 
presented and fascinating excursions to the 
former Woodman Point Quarantine Station 
and the archaeological dig around ‘Clarence’ 
that had been settled by Thomas Peel in 1830. 
 On Saturday 26th September, the Enrolled 
Pensioner Guard Group from Perth travelled 
to Toodyay for a day of sightseeing. The 
President met with them at Donegan’s 

Cottage to enable the group to learn of the 
function of the Society in our town. They 
also viewed a photo display, which included 
photos of pensioner cottages. The group 
expressed their appreciation of our objective 
to try and retain historic landmarks, such as 
these cottages.
 Over the weekend of 26th – 27th September, 
the Society enjoyed its annual weekend 
excursion, this time to Nungarin and the 
historic Mangowine Homestead owned by 
the National Trust. The Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club joined us on this occasion and our 
first stop was the old stone well in the 
Namalcatchem Nature Reserve. The well 
was one of a series built along a waggoners’ 
route by Charles Adams a pioneer in the 
district who built and lived in Mangowine 
Homestead. We stayed overnight at the 
wonderful old McCorry’s Hotel (1911) in 
Nungarin, and the next morning went to the 
Billyacatting Hill Conservation Park. The 
views were breath-taking. As always we 
were well catered for over the weekend by 
those of our members who excel at making 
delicious cakes.
 The Society will be participating in the 
Agricultural Show by opening Donegan’s 
Cottage to the public. A roster has been 
drawn up and we would like to see members 
come along and assist those who have 
volunteered their time. The more the merrier!
 It is on again! Our Annual Garage Sale is 
to be held at Donegan’s Cottage on Saturday 
24th October 2009, commencing at 8am. Lots 
of tempting items will be on sale. Ample 
parking is available so it will be easy to load 
up your vehicle with purchases.
 Please note our next meeting will be a week 
earlier, on Wednesday 14th October, 7pm at 
Donegan’s Cottage. For information about 
any matter to do with the Toodyay Historical 
Society, or how we may assist you or your 
group, please contact our Secretary, Beth 
Frayne - 9574 5971, President, Len Leeder - 
9574 4343, or Vice President, Robyn Taylor 
9574 2578.
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage, 
which is open to the public every Thursday 
from 1pm to 3pm. You will find us on 
Toodyay Street in the Toodyay Showgrounds. 
 Membership is $10.

Butterly Bits
Jo Sutton
Secretary

IT is with great sadness this month that I 
report that one of our previous residents and 
also a great personal friend, my old scrabble 
adversary, May Gaynor has passed away. She 
would have reached 98 on the 8th October 
and we were hoping she would attain her 
centenary. She will be sadly missed. We 
extend our condolences to her family.
 We had our AGM on 28th September, and 
the new Committee for the next year is:

President Mr Jim Short
1st Vice Mrs Sally Craddock
2nd Vice Mrs Tina Short
Treasurer Mr Paul Sutton
Secretary Mrs Jo Sutton
Executive Committee:   All the above 
officers and Shirley Patten, Jim Bavin, 
Peter Dymond, Peg Nelligan and Joan 
Hubie.
Committee:  All  other  committee 
members and all residents.

 We welcome Mr Short as our new 
President, and extend our thanks to our 

outgoing President, Mr Peter Dymond, for 
a sterling job.
 Our committee have been very busy this 
last few weeks formulating a five year 
plan in which we unanimously agreed that 
building more units was a high priority 
given the number of people waiting for 
units. We are definitely going ahead very 
soon with this project, and would greatly 
welcome new members onto our Committee 
so, if you would like to get involved in your 
community, this unique organization is 
desperately in need of new ideas, and this is 
where your participation on our committee 
would help. If you are at all interested or 
would like to know more, please contact 
project leader Paul on 9574 2698 or any other 
member of the Committee. We are always 
here to assist.
 If you are the shy sort, you can write to us 
at PO Box 37 Toodyay WA 6566 instead; we 
promise a quick reply.
 We have an E-mail address which is: 
butterlycottagesinc@westnet.com.au
Finally, we would like to extend a huge thank 
you to the Toodyay Op Shop for their most 
generous donation towards the building of 
our new units. Thank you. Without local 
help, we couldn’t do what we do.

Laurie Biggs
CREATIVE

COUNSELLING
Grief - Abuse
Relationship

Child Development
To arrange appointment

Please Ph. 9574 2555
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counsellor profiles - election 2009

TIME IS RUNNING OUT 
TO COMPLETE YOUR 
SEWER CONVERSION.

  CALL TOODYAY 
PLUMBING AND CIVIL.

PL 7076

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE

TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVICING FROM $89 inc. OIL FILTER

Call 13 11 11  RAC Assist

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

DRIVEWAY

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Special
185 x 14 8ply tyres

$89.90 fi tted & balanced
FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard
MOBILE 0418 949 898 FAX 9574 5267

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1    STOP SHOP 9574 2335
Are you sick of rising Petrol Prices?

Would you like half 
your weekly fuel bills?
And help cut emissions?
* Call TOODYAY AUTO GAS and get your 

car converted to LPG auto gas.
* Government rebates up to $3000
* Please call 0409 253 082 
  for a free quote by a fully 
  qualifi ed and  professional gas 
  fi tter

TOODYAY AUTO GAS   0409 253 082
GF 013 037

Vote Pim Nouwland 
þ for Central Ward

I DECIDED to move to Toodyay some six 
years ago after living and working in many 
places throughout Western Australia and 
overseas .
 My background is that I am a fully qualified 
Cabinet Maker by trade with good knowledge 
of the building industry, have worked in 
hardware sales and accounts, plus studied 
accountancy. In my successful working life I 
have attained the positions of Office Manager, 
Assistant Manager, Floor Supervisor and 
Coordinator of Transport and Deliveries. I 
am currently employed as a Receptionist/
Customer Service Officer at the Wheatbelt GP 
Network. I also have now been nominated for 
a position on the board of Essential Personnel, 
an organisation that seeks employment for 
people with disabilities.
 Sixteen years ago I lost my eyesight due to 
diabetes and my experience as a blind person 
has presented both challenges and abilities 
which sighted people may not experience. 
For example, I use a laptop computer, audio 
reader and scanner to read visual material 
such as an agenda. I now have a portable 
scanner which reads to me all messages 
including text left on my mobile telephone. 
I also have a heightened ability when 
interpreting people’s speech and intonation. 
My vision impairment does not slow me 
down, and I believe that it is far outweighed 
by my abilities with technology.
 As a regular attendee of Council meetings 
for the last four years, I am aware of the 
many issues that are confronting the people 
of Toodyay. 

A : ACCOUNTABILITY 
•	The upgrade of the Newcastle Park 

Footbridge is of most importance for the 
safety and wellbeing of the people using 
this facility.

•	I strongly believe that Toodyay must have 
an Aquatic Centre in the immediate future 
so as to benefit not only the elderly but also 

school children plus encourage exercise 
and provide a meeting place for locals of 
all ages.

•	For environmental sustainability Toodyay 
urgently needs a policy to guide decision-
making for the protection of the environment 
and sensitive development within the Shire.

B : BUSINESS
•	I believe that more businesses should 

be encouraged and supported which, in 
turn, will benefit the community, tourism, 
increase services and employment in 
Toodyay.

C : COMMUNITY
•	I stand for accountable and transparent 

Local Government through information 
exchange and community consultation 
resulting in sound policies using logic and 
common sense. 

•	I also believe we should retain our rural 
lifestyle and heritage buildings plus 
promote a safe and happy environment for 
the citizens of our great town. 

Y : YOUTH 
•	My experience with the youth of Toodyay 

leads me to believe that we need more 
facilities and activities for them.

 Why should you vote for me to become 
your Councillor? In my opinion there are 
several good reasons as outlined earlier 
together with my biggest asset of having the 
time and ability to give my utmost attention 
to detail regarding Council matters.
 For all these positive reasons I am asking 
the Central Ward electors to VOTE 1 PIM 
NOUWLAND on Saturday 17th October 
2009.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should 
electors have any questions .
Written and authorised by Pim Nouwland, 1c 
Harper Road, Toodyay, 6566 
Ph : 9574 2742        Mob : 0408 613 317   
Email : wnouwland@bigpond.com

Vote Joshua 
Jackson þ for 
Central Ward

I have been a resident of Toodyay for the past 
4 years. I am married and have two young 
children. I am seeking your vote to be elected 
to Council for the following reasons: 
 One of the Council’s roles is to oversee the 
allocation of the Shire’s financial resources. 
To effectively and responsibly allocate 
financial resources, a Council needs to 
have people on it with the skills to interpret 
financial reports and understand budgets. 
Current Councillors with a keen interest in 
this area Frank Panizza and Neville Tanner 
are both leaving the council in the near future. 
 I studied Accounting and Finance at 
Curtin University graduating in 2001. I 
was awarded best graduating student by 
CPA Australia. Since then I have worked 
for 5 years as an Accountant in the areas of 
Taxation and Insolvency. Over this period I 
spent a considerable amount of time preparing 
financial reports and budgets. During the past 
two years I have been involved in a small local 
business. 
 I think that my Accounting skills and 
experience will be very useful to the 
community in assisting the council to make 
financially responsible decisions. 
 I will listen to and value the views of all 
ages of people in the community on issues 
which concern them as I feel they bring 
perspective to the issues and provide ideas 
which contribute to better outcomes. 
 I would like to see private developers 
encouraged to build age care facilities in the 
town.
 I think it is important that the footbridge 
across the river to the school is upgraded as 
soon as possible. Several other things I will 

work towards are:
•	Continued development of footpaths so 

children, families and the elderly can walk 
or cycle safely. Good footpaths will also 
encourage people to do more exercise. 

•	More financial support for the school 
chaplain in future budgets

•	Baby change facilities in public toilets
 I have a keen interest in building design. 
Over the past couple of years I have been 
studying building design and technology at 
TAFE part time. A resolution at the Council 
meeting on 20 August 2009 was made to 
commence detailed planning for the co-
location of sport and recreation facilities at 
the Toodyay show grounds site. The third 
draft budget for the 09/10 financial year 
includes $100,000 for planning documents. 
I am excited that if elected, I will be able to 
have an input into the planning and building 
of the recreation facilities. I would like to see 
the recreation facilities designed to encourage 
social interaction between members of the 
community. I would also like to see the 
recreation facilities designed so that they have 
low ongoing energy and maintenance costs. 
 I support retaining good examples of 
heritage buildings within the shire that are 
significant and original. 
 I feel this is an excellent opportunity for me 
to bring my accounting skills and building 
design interests together for the good of the 
community. Please vote with a tick þ for 
Joshua Jackson on your ballot paper (the 
voting system has changed from preferential 
voting to first past the post since the last 
local elections so tick the box þ instead of 
numbering candidates when you vote.)
 I would appreciate your vote on the 17th of 
October at the Shire Offices or by early vote 
at the Shire Office at any time before then. If 
you require transport or have any questions 
please contact me.
Joshua Jackson
Phone: 0408 494 418
Email: joshua.jackson@clearfields.com.au
Address: 27 Clinton Street Toodyay WA 6566

Written and Authorised by Joshua Jackson, 
27 Clinton St, Toodyay WA 6566. Printed by 
Joshua Jackson, 27 Clinton Street Toodyay 
WA.

MARRIAGE
CELEBRANT

JOHN
MITCHINSON

9574 4664
fax 9574 5734


