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Notes from the 
Surgery

Apparently adverts have been placed about 
gene testing for prostate cancer. The tests 
are not approved in Australia, cost about 
$830 and are called PCA3 assay for prostate 
cancer gene 3. The test is done on urine 
which is sent to the Netherlands.
  The recognised practice internationally for 
whiplash injuries is to maintain movement 
especially in the period directly after the 
injury.. Using a neck brace will hinder early 
recovery and increases the risk of persistent 
and chronic pain.
  Whilst vitamins can be very helpful 
caution is sounded for pregnant women 
taking additional doses and exceeding 
recommendations. Very high doses of 
vitamin A, D and E have been linked to 
congenital defects in offspring.
  Whilst it may sound odd, the evidence is 
strong that taking blood pressure tablets in 
diabetics with normal blood pressure is a 
good thing leading to a 20% reduction in 
kidney complications. The latest study based 
in Sydney was over 5 years and with 11,000 
patients involved.
  Bell’s palsy is a paralysis of the facial 
nerve leading to weakness and drooping of 
the facial muscles. It looks like the person 
has had a stroke. About 30 to 40 people per 
100,000 are affected each year with most 
recovering, but 30% are left with residual 
problems. Occasionally the palsy is linked 
to another illness. The query has been what 
is the best treatment and it appears to be 
steroids given within 72 hours. At this point 
in time adding antivirals has not helped. 
Whether the wrong ones have been trialled 
remains to be seen.
  Bad ankle strains can be as difficult to treat 
as a fracture. Although in the past strapping, 
a Bledsoe boot and mobilising have been 
favoured it now seems immobilisation 
in a below knee cast may after all be the 
best option, worn for 10 days. A UK multi 
centre trial has published its work with 
this conclusion of a 9% better function at 
3 months.

Richard Walkey

Asthma Death 
Toll Drops

New data released today by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics shows that the 
Australian asthma death toll dropped in 
2007, with 17 fewer deaths being recorded 
compared to 2006.
 But, despite the decline, Australia’s 
peak asthma body, the National Asthma 
Council Australia, has called the death toll 
‘disappointing’. 
 In 2007, asthma killed 385 Australians.
 The median age at death was 79.4 years 
overall; or 71 years for males and 82.1 
years for females.
 “Asthma deaths are avoidable and a death 
toll in the hundreds is disappointing,” 
said National Asthma Council Australia 
chairman, Dr Noela Whitby AM.
 “While these new statistics are testimony 
to the fact that asthma management 
messages are hitting the mark with younger 
adults and carers of children with asthma, 
they also reinforce the need for increased 
vigilance, particularly amongst the older 
population.  
 “There is no room for complacency.  
 “Asthma kills and potentially it will 
continue to adversely impact our ageing 
population unless health professionals, 
carers and older people themselves take 
the threat seriously,” she warned.
 According to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, the number of overall deaths 
registered each year is continuing to slowly 
increase in line with the increase in both 
size and age of the Australian population.
 Calling the new statistics a ‘timely wake 
up call’, Dr Whitby urged all Australians 
with asthma to ensure they had an up to 
date written asthma action plan and an 
annual review with their doctor.
 Over two million Australians have 
asthma – one of the highest rates in the 
world.  
 Asthma deaths in Australia have dropped 
from a peak of 964 in 1989 to the latest toll 
of 385 in 2007.  
 Asthma cannot be cured - but it can be 
controlled with asthma medications and by 
following a written asthma action plan.

Australian 
Breastfeeding 
Association

Australian Breastfeeding Association 
Northam group members have been busy in 
March. As well as our two regular meetings, 
we had a cake stall in Toodyay, and next 
week will be having an information stall at 
the environmental expo in Northam. Thank 
you to all who contributed by buying either 
something from the cake stall, or a raffle 
ticket - we raised approximately $300.
 Tash hosted a very informative meeting 
based around Gill Rapley’s ‘Baby-Led 
Weaning’ DVD. Despite the misleading title, 
we saw how babies become accustomed to 
family foods, with just a little preparation, 
instead of pureeing and mashing special 
meals for them. An eye-opener for all, 
including me, as this was the first time I 
had seen this DVD. Apparently, not only do 
babies enjoy a greater variety of vegetables, 
using this method, but they also become 
more adept at feeding themselves with 
spoons and forks!!
 The discussion meeting I was going to 
hold on ‘weaning’ (as a follow on from the 
previous title) ended up as a social meeting 
- very relaxing, and the topic ranged over a 
great deal - including food!
 Next month, we will be doing a feed and 
change tent at the Flying 50 Fun Day, as well 
as our regular meetings, so please call in and 
say “Hi”.
 As 14th April is during the school holidays, 
I have planned an active session. It is based 
on using materials found around the home 
to make appropriate and interactive play 
things for the kids. This will be at Bridgeley 
Community Centre, Wellington St, Northam, 
between 10am - noon.
 The next Toodyay meeting will be on 
28th April. I have called this session ‘Bring 
along a breastfeeding question’ so, if you 
are pregnant, or just had a baby and would 
like to know more, then come along and ask 
away. The question doesn’t even have to be 
relevant to your own experience, as we all 
learn from looking at why things happen 
too. This will be at the Toodyay Playgroup, 
between 12 and 2pm.
 Meetings are open to all who are interested 

in learning more about the importance of 
breastfeeding to society. We provide tea, 
coffee, hot chocolate, herbal teas. If you are 
having a good day, a plate of food is welcome, 
but your company is more important than 
the food! For more information, please call 
me on 9574 0229, or turn up at one of the 
meetings.

Louisa
Group Leader 

Competition 
Highlights Dementia 

Impact
Alzheimer’s Australia today announced the 
launch of the Making Memories Patchwork 
Quilt Competition, a national initiative 
to raise public awareness of dementia in 
Australia and celebrate the importance of 
making memories. 
 Glenn Rees, National Executive Director 
of Alzheimer’s Australia, explained that the 
aim of the initiative is to help educate the 
public about the impact dementia has on a 
person’s everyday life and the importance of 
preserving precious memories.
 “Our memories define our lives. They 
help us learn, grow and connect us to our 
loved ones. However when people develop 
dementia, their memory can fade, having a 
devastating effect on them and their loved 
ones,” said Mr Rees.
 “Through this initiative we hope to bring 
together and celebrate precious memories 
from all over Australia so that we can create 
a quilt full of memories that are unique in 
their nature, but unified in their message.”
 Across Australia, it is estimated that there 
are currently 234,640 people living with 
dementia and nearly one million Australians 
involved in the care of someone with 
dementia. 
 The Making Memories Patchwork Quilt 
Competition is open for entries until 25 
May 2009. To enter, people need to create 
one quilting block (patch material) that 
represents a special memory. A panel of 
judges will decide on 63 entries that will 
create the Making Memories Patchwork 
Quilt. In addition, those entries judged to 
be first, second and third will receive craft 
voucher prizes.
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Get a load ‘a this!

stoneload 
  ContraCting 

Your versatile local contractor

FarMers 
> Grain & fertiliser bulk cartage 

> Small or large quantities 

> Book now - to ensure delivery  

when YOU want it

PO Box 1423 Toodyay WA 6566 • ph 9574 5353  • mob 0438 217121  
Rob Bouwknegt & Shelly Dival

sales@stoneload.com.au

BuilDinG 

> Sand pads constructed & certified 

>  Short Lead timeS 

> Interior and colour consultation  

by qualified designer for all our building  

clients (valued at $350)

lanDscaPinG 
> We can supply & deliver all your  

landscaping soil and rock requirements,  
including the exclusive Barossa white  

quartz - snow white and perfect  
for feature areas.

General  

WorKs 
> Driveways 

> Clean ups 

> Bobcat and loader work

 Mr Rees said that Alzheimer’s Australia is 
hoping to receive entries from a wide variety 
of people living in different geographic 
locations and sharing different cultural 
backgrounds, helping to spread the message 
about dementia far and wide.
 “We are aiming to receive hundreds 
of entries from all over the country and 
in doing so we hope to raise awareness 
about dementia including ways to help 
reduce the risk of dementia,” said Mr Rees. 
“Alzheimer’s Australia has developed 
the ‘Mind your Mind’ programme which 
identifies seven factors for a brain healthy 
lifestyle to help reduce the risk of dementia. 
For more information visit: www.alzheimers.
org. au.”
 The Making Memories Patchwork Quilt 
Competition materials, including an entry 
form, are available on the Alzheimer’s 
Australia website: www.alzheimers.org.au/ 
makingmemories.  

St John Ambulance 
Australia 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT LIVES:
Sunday 22nd March 2009 was the day that 
volunteers from Toodyay and Morangup 
joined forces to clean up the grounds 
surrounding the Toodyay Sub-Centre. There 
was an excellent turnout which ensured that 
the workload was not left to the regular 
stalwarts. There was a lot of clearing of dead 
grass, rubble, leaves and general rubbish that 
really did not please the eye.
 The Department of Corrective Services 
also had a hand to play….many hands in fact, 
by lifting the existing paving blocks  at the 
rear of 120 Stirling Terrace in preparation for 
the road sealing. Now, however, the whole 
area has been given a makeover and has been 
made ready for the Shire to seal the surface 
between the old and new buildings as well 
as to the side and rear of the new building. 
Many thanks to all who participated, a great 
job well done!
SENIOR FIRST AID COURSE:
The last course held in Toodyay on 21st and 
22nd February was extremely successful. 
The class was full and everyone enjoyed 
their experience. The participants were all 
certificated as having passed the required 
level of competency and have now got the 
certificate to prove it!
 Advanced warning for anyone who needs 
to renew their old certificate or to do the 
course for the first time, the next training 
session is on 16th and 17th May 2009 in 
Toodyay.
 Anyone wanting to register for the next 
course can contact Jenny Willgoss at L J 
Hooker Toodyay Ph 9574 2455 or at home 
9574 2412.
AMBULANCE NEWS:
The MKV1 ambulance should be on the road 
by the time you are reading this.

 Training sessions for the familiarisation 
with the equipment on board have been 
carried out so that all crew members are 
comfortable with the new setup.
 The fact that we have got the new ambulance 
is testament to the hard work and support of 
LOCAL individuals, businesses, as well as 
LotteryWest. Thank you all, let us hope that 
you do not need us!
AMBULANCE STATS
FEBRUARY 2009:

WORKLOAD
 Category # Cases Average Total
   Km Km
 TRAUMA 5 61.2 306
 MEDICAL 10 182.0 1820
 CARDIAC 4 75.75 303
 OTHER 0 0 0
  19 127.84 2429

 As you can see, plenty of activity for the 
crews around the region. The hours put in by 
the volunteers is not reflected in the figures 
but please appreciate that from the time the 
call is received to the time the crew stand 
down they have put their own lives on hold. 
Ordinary people doing extra-ordinary things! 
 Thanks go out to all those involved in St 
John Ambulance, not just the crews out on 
the road, but also to those who train, those 
who support the crews and not forgetting the 
wives, husbands, partners and families of the 
men and women that get called to duty day 
or night. Thank you all because without you 
the service would not exist.

Obesity in Children – 
Is Five Too Late?

When experts discuss how to prevent 
obesity in children, invariably attention 
turns to tackling the problem at school. 
The  l a t e s t  ev idence  r evea l s  t ha t 
approach might be leaving it too late. 
  A new British study, published in the journal 
‘Paediatrics’, tracked more than 200 children 
from birth to puberty. And it uncovered that 
the path towards childhood obesity is set 
before the age of five.
  Australian obesity expert Louise Bauer, 
from the Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
says the study reflects similar findings in 
Australia.
  “We know that there are some things that 

protect against excess weight gain and 
those include things such as breast feeding 
and having parents who role-model being 
active and making healthy food choices,” 
she said.  “But in terms of risk factors for 
excess weight gain, we know that children 
and I am talking about the first few years 
and primary school, watching television, 
soft drink, not being breastfed or not being 
breastfed for a long period of time, having 
parents who themselves struggle with 
their weight which probably reflects partly 
genetic predisposition as well as a shared 
environment, these are all factors which 
predispose to excess weight gain during 
childhood and in adolescence.”
  Ms Bauer says that there is much to be done 
to prevent childhood obesity after the age of 
five, including the public transport system, 
food marketing to children, food prices and 
food availability. “All those are important 
issues just as the first few years of life is 
important,” she said.

Are you sick of rising Petrol Prices?

Would you like half 
your weekly fuel bills?
And help cut emissions?
* Call TOODYAY AUTO GAS and get your 

car converted to LPG auto gas.
* Government rebates up to $3000
* Please call 0409 253 082 
  for a free quote by a fully 
  qualifi ed and  professional gas 
  fi tter

TOODYAY AUTO GAS   0409 253 082
GF 013 037

Fly on into Northam 
for the FLYING 50!

The Flying 50 Vintage Car spectacular 
continues to evolve into a bigger and better 
event in 2009 with the ‘Centenary of Motor 
Racing’ celebrations! The place to be on 
the weekend of the 4th and 5th of April 
is undoubtedly Northam - nestled in the 
beautiful Avon Valley.
 This year welcomes the addition of the 
tour from Guildford to Northam and a return 
to the much loved format of two events on 
Saturday. Firstly, there will be the traditional 
‘Hill Climb’ at Mt Ommaney from 10am to 
2pm. The Hill Climb is a single car speed 
event which involves a time-trial from the 
bottom to the top of the hill. The ‘Hill Climb’ 
will be followed by the autokhana format 
in Bernard Park car park - the section of 
the track which will be the ‘paddock’ for 
Sunday’s event. The autokhana is a new 
feature of the Flying Fifty and tests the speed 
and agility of different sized vehicles on a set 
obstacle course. It will take place from 3pm 
to 5pm and is sure to be a great spectacle for 
all.
 A new feature for this year’s Flying 50 
weekend in Northam is a free ‘Drive-in 
Movie Night’ on Jubilee oval. It is a great 
chance to relax by bringing down a picnic 

and enjoying the Disney classic ‘Cars’ at 
7.30pm, followed by ‘Bullit’ with Steve 
McQueen. The movies cost $10.00 per car 
with part proceeds going to the Northam 
Hospice. Proud sponsors Hot FM will 
broadcast the soundtracks on a local FM 
signal. Bring the whole family down for a 
good old fashioned movie experience!
 Sunday’s main event for the Flying 50 
will be supplemented with a series of 
demonstrations highlighting a century of 
super cars. The action begins at 10am and a 
lunch time Smoke Free ‘Grand Parade’ will 
enable race viewers to catch a glimpse of 
the century old supercars. The invited cars 
from the century race re-enactment will be 
on display in the park for everyone to admire.

 To add to the atmosphere this year there 
will be the traditional Free Family Fun Day in 
Avon Mall and Fitzgerald Street – organised 
and sponsored by the Shire of Northam. 
This year it has been diversified to feature a 
recreational and physical activity theme to 
encourage families to be healthy: “Make a 
MOVE, make a DIFFERENCE”. From 10am 
to 4pm free activities will include a climbing 
wall, inflatable dual lane bungy, 9-hole mini 
golf (for up to 18 players), handball target 
and a mobile play gym for the little ones! 
There will also be market stalls to ensure 
that Fitzgerald Street is at the core of all the 
excitement. Additionally there will be shops 
and cafes open in the main street to make this 
a guaranteed day of action for all the family.
 We look forward to seeing you all at the 
2009 Flying 50 weekend for what is sure to 
be the only place for vintage car and race 
lovers! Come along and enjoy the many 
delights of Northam over this action-packed 
weekend.
 For further details, please contact Anne 
Whyte on 0413 398 502 or Cory Gale at the 
Northam Visitor Centre on (08) 96 22 2100.
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KJG CONTRACTING
TRUCK, EXCAVATOR AND BOBCAT

• Trenching
• Rock Breaking
• Soil Cartage
• Rubbish Removal

• Land Clearing
• Sand Pads
• Fire Breaks
• Post Holes

Phone Ken Martin on 
0409 200 298 or 

9574 2901

Toodyay Music Club 
Report for March Meeting
As expected, the Country and Western 
theme night in March was a rip-roaring 
hoe-down of a night. We had a larger than 
usual attendance, with some new members, 
guests and old friends coming  along for 
the evening, along with a good sprinkling 
of cowboy outfits and hats to set a light-
hearted mood, especially those iridescent 
blue hats!
 The ‘all in’ sing-along sessions were 
lots of fun, with audience and performers 
joining in as usual for old favourites 
like, ‘Deep in the Heart of Texas’ and 
‘Jambalaya’.
 Allan’s ‘Highwayman’ was a perfect 
choice for his voice, and he and Leila 
performed a great version of ‘Mothers 
Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to 
be Cowboys”. Shirley delighted once 
more with a sultry ‘Blue Bayou’ and 
Jan included the beautiful haunting 
‘Noonkanbah Stockman’ in her selection, 
as well as a zippy banjo number.
 Spencer and the uke group presented 
a bouncy, ‘I Don’t Like Your Country 
Music’, and Spencer and Teddy followed 
up with a lovely version of ‘The Strawberry 
Roan’. My favourite from Peter’s numbers 
was ‘Cool, Clear Water’.
 We heard quite a range of country 
styles – from Jeanette’s ‘Farther Along’, 
Jenny’s ‘Jolene’ and ‘Harper Valley PTA’ 
to Nancy’s  accordion ‘Bonanza’, Gale’s 
moving ‘Trail of Aching Hearts’ and 
Frank’s ‘Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door’. 
Joe and visitor Ken also backed Frank in a 
rousing ‘Folsom Prison Blues’. Kathy and 
Rhonda kept us entertained with the old 
Carson Robison number ‘Life Gets Tee-jus 
Don’t It?’ and it was a real treat to hear 
Bob, Spencer and Teddy’s ‘Tom Dooley’. 
 Next Meeting: Friday 10th April – an 
Easter meeting for those who’d like to 
come along.
 We welcome a wide variety of singing 
and instrumental styles, as long as the 
music is acoustic. Come as performer or 
listener at our monthly meeting - Toodyay 
Music Club Inc, second Friday of each 
month, 7pm at the CWA Hall. For further 
information contact Teddy or Spencer on 
9574 4492.

Jenny Edgecombe

Healing In The Hills
Do you realise how much you matter to God? 
Do your family and friends know how much 
they matter to you? 
 Luke, chapter 12, shows that we matter 
very much to God to the extent that He even 
knows the number of hairs on our head (yes, 
even those grey ones we plucked out this 
morning!).
 It’s very sad that, as never before, we live 
in an increasingly impersonal society – a 
world in which we are treated as numbers 
rather than individuals. Instead of being 
people, we are numbers on a tax form, a 
policy number with an insurance company, 
a Medicare number, a pension number, and 
remember the time we needed a number 
in the supermarket deli department when 
we wanted to buy a cooked chook? Rare 
is the time we get connected to a real live 
flesh-and-blood human person when we 
ring a company and, if per chance we do, we 
are so flummoxed we hang up in complete 
confusion. The internet, fax machines, text 
messaging, e-mails and voice mail have 
become the order of the day, personal contact 
reduced to the barest minimum.
 Imagine if God decided to install voice 
mail in heaven: “Good morning and thank 
you for calling ‘God’s House’. Please select 
one of the following options… press 1 for 
prayer requests; press 2 for complaints or 
press 3 for all other enquiries. I’m sorry but 
all our angels are busy right now; however, 
your call is very important to us so please 
stay on the line and you shall be connected 
shortly. We’re sorry for the delay. Your call 
has progressed in the queue and one of our 
charming angels will attend to you in a 
moment. If in the event that you are unable 
to stay on the line, please press 4 and after the 
tone record your message. One of our angels 
will return your call as soon as possible.”  It 
is at this point that, with teeth gritted, you 
start humming to yourself that delightful old 
hymn, ‘Master, Speak! Thy Servant Heareth 
(longing for Thy gracious word)’.
 What’s very disturbing today is that many 
of our young people find it rather difficult to 
connect on a personal level, instead, relating 
more easily to their ever-present mobile 
phone grafted in place to their ear or to an 
impersonal computer screen, than to real life 
flesh and blood.
 However, what is wonderfully reassuring 

is that, in God’s eyes at least, we are real 
people, unique and very precious to Him. 
He knows each of us by name and not a 
number and He values us for what we are 
(warts, cellulite, the lot), inviting us to share 
in a meaningful personal relationship with 
Him. And He calls each of us to recognise 
the value of others and, by doing so, we 
resist those depersonalising forces that are 
undermining society today.
 It is therefore essential to remember that 
each person we have contact with every 
day, whatever their circumstances, faults or 
peculiarities, is not a number or an object or a 
lesser human being, but a wonderful, lovable, 
worthy person – and God loves them just as 
much as He loves you. 
 Just a little thought to finish: “The person 
who looks up to God rarely looks down on 
people.”
 God’s blessings,

Pat Yandell for Toodyay Christian 
Fellowship Church.

Toodyay Miniature 
Railway

 The railway will be holding its first public 
running day on Saturday 11th April. This is 
the first year we have opened on Saturday but 
we will still be running both Easter Sunday 
(12th) and Monday (13th) as usual.
 This Easter, the National Convention 
of Miniature Railways will be held at 
Castledaire Miniature Railway. The 5k 
track is set in picturesque parkland and runs 
adjacent to the Swan River at Wilson for 
part of its journey. Visiting enthusiasts are 
bringing their own trains from interstate 
and several from New Zealand to take part. 
Unfortunately Castledaire will be closed to 
the public over the Easter period but is well 
worth a visit at other times.
 Toodyay track has seen a significant 
upgrade in readiness for the Convention, 
as some of the visitors have indicated they 
will be visiting us with their trains, either 
before or after the Convention. It is hoped 
to have the brick paving completed before 
Easter which should make our station much 
more attractive. The lawns within the park 
are growing beautifully and with the recent 
upgrade of facilities we are confident our 
visitors will be impressed.
 Several of our members will be donning 
new club shirts for the first time and yes, 
Benny will have his own blue ‘shirt’ 
emblazoned with the club logo and his name. 
 Please remember that visitors must 
have closed footwear in accordance with 
rules set down by the parent body. This 
controversial subject is again being raised at 
the Convention and we hope that at last we 
may have relief from this restriction where 
high sided carriages such as ours, are being 
used. However in the meantime, shoes are a 
must.

June Eastwood

Country Womens’ 
Association of W.A.

The AGM of the Toodyay branch of the 
CWA was held on 26th February 2009, with 
13 members present.
 The meeting was chaired by Mrs Pam 
Anspach – President of the Bolgart Branch.  
In her address, Pam outlined the continuing 
importance of a modern CWA in the 
community.  She was happy to be asked to 
chair our AGM, and was very encouraging 
to all members
 Incoming office bearers are:

President Rita Harrison 9574 4485
Vice President
 Mavis Rowles 9574 2205
Secretary 
 Maxine Walker 9574 2418
Treasurer
 Judith Walton 9574 2391
Catering Judith Walton
 Evelyn Oliver
 Glenys Clabaugh 9574 5110
Hall  Bookings
 Glenys Clabaugh 9574 5110
Hall Caretaker
 Vivian Street 9574 4871
Reporter Glenys Clabaugh 
 0427 478 325

 Afternoon tea was enjoyed by all and the 
raffle was won by Maxine Walker.
 Following the AGM, discussions were held 
re: a very active calendar of events for 2009.
 New members are always welcome, we 
meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at 
1.30pm.

Not Really! 
It’s where 

we live and 
what we do!

Pat and Donna

DIVINING SERVICE
WATER BORING

Specialising in HARD ROCK drilling in 
the Avon Valley and surrounding areas 

for the past 13 years

• COST EFFICIENT BORES
• SITE SELECTION
• DAY RATES AVAILABLE
• BORE CLEANING
• DAM SITE INVESTIGATION

Our commitment to fi nding water 
is only matched by yours

PO BOX 883 TOODYAY WA 6566

9574 2122

Toodyay Olive 
Growers

News
As our long hot summer turns into Autumn, 
the time for harvesting olives draws nearer. 
In most groves now the olives are beginning 
to ripen and, from all reports, the harvest 
looks like being a good one. The weeks 
of pruning and fertilising, the months of 
carefully monitoring irrigation, and meeting 
the challenge of protecting the fruit from 
parrots are about to pay off. 
 This year, as well as hand picking fruit, 
harvesting will be a little easier with 
some groves using hand-held mechanical 
harvesters for the first time. Contract 
harvesters with their tree shaking machines 
have been used in some groves over the last 
few years. 
 The main task now is judging the right 
time to pick. All olives start as green fruit 
and gradually ripen through purple to black. 
If the fruit is picked green, very little oil, of 
robust style, will result. As the fruit ripens, 
the style may change to medium strength and 
the amount of oil recovered will be greater. 
However, leave the olives too long and the 
oil loses some of its flavour and the amount 
recovered is reduced.

This month’s recipe
10 minute hoummus
This is ideal for a light snack or entrée.

Ingredients
400g of canned chick peas
juice of one lemon
2 garlic cloves, crushed
¼ teaspoon salt
freshly ground black pepper
125ml extra virgin olive oil
Garnish
red paprika
extra virgin olive oil

Put the chick peas in a food processor with 
the lemon juice, garlic, salt and pepper and 
blend to the consistency of a mousse. While 
the machine is running, drizzle the oil into 
the mixture to form a creamy puree. Season 
to taste.
Serve cool or chilled, sprinkled with a little 
paprika and a trickle of olive oil. Lettuce 
leaves or hot bread form an excellent 
accompaniment to the hoummus.

Margaret McKeown
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Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce & 
Industry (Inc)

The Chamber of Commerce recently gave 
mainstreet businesses a letter regarding 
usage of customer parking. Our Stirling 
Terrace has been upgraded and is looking 
wonderful. Unfortunately in this upgrade, 
several parking spaces have been made 
obsolete. We have asked the businesses to 
kindly refrain from using customer parking 
and find an alternative venue to park their 
vehicles. Some spaces now service more than 
one business and therefore it is unfair if these 
spaces are taken up by business holders or 
their staff – especially if that business isn’t 
even on that side of the street. The Chamber 
is hoping that all businesses will oblige and 
leave any available parking to be used by the 
important people – your customers.
 Toodyay Homefresh is in the process of 
expanding their premises into what used 
to be known as the Crystal Cottage. There 
will be lots of different produce on sale 
there and in the second room there will be a 
photographic studio set up for portraits. Well 
done Carlos and Tom.
 Lynda Burke has also expanded her 
business and has opened Black Wattle 
Cottage, which is a cosy place to stay. It is 
situated opposite the Coondle Wheatbins 
and can be entered from Coondle Drive. If 
you or anyone you know would like to stay 
there, please contact Lynda on 9574 4086. 
The Chamber is holding their next meeting 
there on Monday 20th April at 7pm. So come 
along and join us and have a look around.
 If you are concerned about the economic 
downturn of your business then please 
contact Mike Jose of the Small Business 
Centre, Wheatbelt West on 9622 6370,
sbcwest@westnet.com.au and Mike is 
willing to arrange a workshop to help you 
with any concerns that you may have.
 Til next month, stay safe.

Arts Toodyay 
Our diverse and happy group meets at 
7pm on the first Tuesday every month at 
the Old Police Station in Duke St South 
(that little weatherboard building that used 
to be playgroup, kindy etc etc.). Anyone 
interested in any of the art/craft forms is 
welcome to come, and to become a member 
if desired. Meetings are very relaxed, 
informal and welcoming. 
 Our next exhibition in Toodyay will 
be held over the Moondyne Festival 
weekend (2nd and 3rd May) in the foyer 
of the Memorial Town Hall, which is a 
very central location, and anyone in the 
Toodyay district may enter. Up to four 
works per person ($5.00 per work or $2.00 
members). So why not join up if you have 
a few works to show. Membership is only 
$15 per annum.
 Another reason to join up is that you 
may then participate in future exhibitions 
and in any of our workshops which are 
being run by members (but not restricted 
to) throughout the year. A ‘February 
Fabulous’ paper collage workshop led by 
Bettina Scobie was enjoyed by all and many 

The Toodyay 
Historical Society 

(Inc)
On the 1st March we joined forces with 
the Toodyay Friends of the River and the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club in a cleanup 
of rubbish around the town for Clean up 
Australia Day 2009. With well over 30 bags 
of litter – perhaps there need to be more 
bins in town! 
 AGM: Members please note our AGM 
is being held on Sunday 26th April – yes, 
in the middle of the Anzac Day weekend!  
The meeting will start at 10am – bring 
morning tea to share – followed by an 
excursion to Pelham Reserve and surrounds 
where some fascinating history relating to 
Toodyay during WW2 will be revealed by 
our archivist, Jenny Edgecombe. Also a 
reminder that your subs are due.
 Apologies to anyone who may have 
turned up at The Range last month; we 
had to cancel due to works on site. As an 
alternative we visited the historic Nardie 
Cemetery and surrounds – I hope I am not 
tempting fate here as this is being written 
before the event.
 A reminder to members that we will be 
participating in the Moondyne Festival, 
Sunday 3rd May by having a stall inside 
the Memorial Hall. Please come along and 
assist on the day. There promises to be a 
surprise in store if a certain member gets 
his ‘act’ together! We will also be selling an 
up to the minute chronology of the history 

Avon
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exciting works were produced. Enthusiasm 
was such that the idea to submit a group 
paper collage ‘Quilt’ for the Toodyay Show 
in October was aired. This may form the 
basis for another workshop so check this 
column for details. 
 The next workshop, on Tuesday 21st 
April, will be pottery/ceramics run by our 
esteemed Show prize-winners Sandy Lee 
and Sharon Mills. The fee ($15) will include 
materials and firing (bring your lunch) and 
is sure to be a great day. Ring Sandy on 
9574 4027 to book and for details as there 
is a cap on numbers (eight).
Lino prints with the multi-talented Sharon 
Boxall is on 14th June; more details later.
 Other art news is a joint exhibition (with 
Jeremy Holton) by member Kaye Devlin in 
the Swan Valley. The artists will be painting 
in the Jane Brook Estate winery at various 
times. Be quick though, as it closes on 
Sunday 5th April. Kaye’s number is 9574 
4446.
 Any members who feel inspired to design 
a logo for our group and our letterhead are 
very welcome to do so.
 For more details on anything, and for entry 
forms for the exhibition and/or membership, 
ring John 9574 4664.
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MCBRIDE CONTRACTING

of Toodyay. This has been a major project 
undertaken by our Secretary, Beth Frayne, 
and it will be on-going. We would like to get 
this chronology out to a wide audience with 
the hope that people can assist with further 
information. As our town’s official history, 
Old Toodyay & Newcastle (1974) more or 
less ends around 1910 when Newcastle was 
renamed Toodyay, we have a century of 
history to capture!
 The Society would like to wish the 
Toodyay Op Shop many happy returns on 
its 30th birthday – celebrated on 27th March. 
The Op Shop does a fantastic job with 
the money it makes being distributed to 
volunteer organisations around town. Our 
Society has certainly benefited from their 
hard work and generosity.
 Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 
15th April, 7pm at Donegan’s Cottage. For 
information about any matter to do with the 
Toodyay Historical Society, or how we may 
assist you or your group, please contact our 
Secretary, Beth Frayne, on 9574 5971 or 
President, Robyn Taylor, on 9574 2578.
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s 
Cottage, which is open to the public every 
Thursday from 1pm to 3pm. You will 
find us on Toodyay Street in the Toodyay 
Showgrounds. Membership is $10. 

Robyn Taylor
President

Katherine on the 
Good Ship Doulos

Katherine McDougall has embarked upon 
her voyage as a missionary on the missionary 
ship ‘Doulos’.
  The Doulos, which is the oldest active 
ocean-going passenger ship in the world, 
was in service until 1948 and survived two 
world wars.  The ship was renamed ‘Doulos’ 
– Greek for servant – and now carries 
volunteers around the world, including 
Katherine!
  The ship, which is 130 metres from bow to 
stern, houses 350 people from 56 different 
nationalities and according to Katherine, is 
‘challenging, rewarding, hectic and noisy’.    
  “It’s about six stories high, and finding your 
way around the ship is a bit of a challenge,” 
said Katherine.  “There are about 1000-3000 
extra people in daily for tours and bookshop, 
so it’s never quiet!”

  On 1 February 1, the group travelled 
through the streets of Cebu in the Philippines 
towards the port where the Doulos was 
docked.  The streetscape was very different 
from the Toodyay streetscape; most of the 
youth live on the streets with their families 
and even by themselves.
  “Along the roadside there are hundreds 
of shacks made of wood, bark, rubbish and 
bags where some people live and often sell 
things for a living,” said Katherine.  “The 
streets are very muddy, busy and noisy.  Yet 
it’s a country where Christianity is accepted 
and welcomed!”
  Katherine celebrated Australia Day with 
another six Australians who dressed in their 
yellow and green and proudly represented 
their country, despite their fellow shipmates 
not knowing what Australia Day was.  She 
asks that her fellow Christians in Toodyay 
pray for her support team at home, that she 
can adapt to the ‘Doulos’ life style/schedule 
and that God continues to guide her in His 
word and grace.
  To contact Katherine write to MV Doulos, 
Alte Neckareizer Str. 2, 74821 Mosbach, 
Germany, by email at Katherine.mcdougall@
gbaships.org or ring her on +11 954 518 
7219.  She would love to hear from you.
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Sandakan Scholarship 
Presentation

Winners of the RSL Sandakan Scholarship, 
Jakob Kidd and Morgan Goodman, attended 
a short presentation ceremony at the Toodyay 
Gaol on Sunday 15th of March. The boys 
were presented with shirts and hats for their 
upcoming trip to Borneo by veteran, Ben 
Hart.
 As a result of descendants who had a loss 

Toodyay RSL Sub 
Branch

ANZAC Day 2009
This year our commemorative services for 
ANZAC Day are as follows:-

Dawn Service
ANZAC Park War Memorial. Assemble 
5.50am for a 6.00am start.
Main Parade and March
Stirling Terrace outside Memorial Hall.  
Assemble at 10.30am for 1045 Step Off.
Main Service
ANZAC Park War Memorial. When the 
parade arrives (approx 11am)

 This year is the 94th Anniversary of the 
landing at Gallipoli where the ANZAC Spirit 
was first recognised.
 The Toodyay Lions Club has again stepped 
up to organise and cater for the traditional 
Gunfire Breakfast. We hope that this will 
become a tradition and we are extremely 
grateful for this partnership. 
 We have asked the Toodyay District High 
School for their Cadet Unit (Emergency 
Service Cadets) to march. This is quite 
difficult for the school as ANZAC Day falls 
during the school holidays. Unfortunately, we 
will not have the services of our customary 
Pipes & Drums Unit on which we have 
become so reliant, to enable us to keep step 
on our march to ANZAC Park. We appeal to 
the residents of Toodyay: if you know anyone 
who can play a drum and is willing to march 
with our contingent, to please contact me 
(Lou) on 9574 4310 or John Adams on 9574 
5681.
 We have again contacted RAAF Pearce and 
requested the customary flyover which we 
have enjoyed over the last decade. We have 
been informed that they will endeavour to fit 
us in but they receive more and more requests 
every year for this service. Let’s hope we are 
successful.

  Our President Bruce Prior is again 
organising the transport for those members 
who can no longer march the entire distance; 
he will be using his own vintage car for this 
purpose.
 So, as you can see, all our plans are in 
place. We need you, the public of Toodyay, 
to support us in your normal manner 
to make our commemorative services a 
fitting memorial to those members of our 
community who paid the ultimate sacrifice, 
enabling us to enjoy our current lifestyle.  
 The 7th October this year will be the 
Toodyay RSL of Australia’s 90th Birthday. 
We originally received our charter on the 
7th October 1919. If anyone knows who 
our founding Fathers were, we would be 
eternally grateful as, unfortunately, our 
records do not go back that far. So if anyone 
can shed some light on this please get in 
touch with me (Lou) on 9574 4310. Eric 
Patten was our longest serving secretary, 
doing the job for twenty-six years.
 Our two scholarship winners, Morgan 
Goodman and Jakob Kidd, embark on their 
Sandakan Memorial trip to Borneo on the 
15th April. We wish them well and know they 
will honour our Toodyay boys, ‘The Dorizzi 
Brothers’ and Reg Ferguson. They will 
commemorate ANZAC Day at Sandakan, 
where the prisoners of the infamous Death 
March were imprisoned prior to their 
departure to Ranau.

of kin in Sabah, Borneo, now East Malaysia, 
during the period of Japanese Occupation 
between 1942-45, wishing to have some 
accreditation to this history, an ex POW 
off the Thai Burma Rail, a former farmer 
in Boyup Brook, established the second 
memorial site in Australia in 1991, which 
commenced services each year in September 
that have been continued for the last 18 years. 
 Then, in 1999, the office of Flightline 
Travel (RSL Travel Advisors in WA) was 
requested by the RSL Head Office to assist 
families to make pilgrimages to Borneo. The 
first dedicated tours commenced in 2000, 
which also included the first Anzac Dawn 
Services. On the return it was considered that 
the relatives in WA should form a group to 
share their families wartime information or 
lack of, so as to learn more of the sad events 
of the ‘death marches’ as they are known 
now.  The Family Group later in August, 
2000 started the first Perth city service in 
Kings Park where a Memorial Tree was 
dedicated to all the Australian and British 
POW who died in the camps and on the death 
marches. Then, in 2004, they added a proper 
memorial obelisk naming all the WA soldiers 
who died in captivity. Now, each year in late 
August a Commemorative Service is held 
there also. So WA has two commemorative 
sites for people to attend. 
 Due to the principal of Flightline Travel, 
Ryan Rowland, an RSL Member, being 
involved also with the Boyup Brook 
Memorial, discussions were commenced 
to formalise a scholarship in honor of the 
former POW Farmer, Ted McLaughlin.  The 
local Lions Club had already been made 
custodians of the service and memorial site.  
Negotiations were completed with the High 
school to commence the scholarship in 2003, 
which is called the Partnership with Australia 
and Sabah Schools, (PASS).
 Under this title the project has evolved 
into 12 schools being involved and standard 
criteria for entry, assignment application and 
selection has now been accepted in Sabah 
and also some locations in Eastern Australia. 
Since then over 180 students have applied 
with over fifty-five who have been to Borneo. 
This year it will be the seventh year with a 
group of twelve students who will participate 
in the fourteen day tour for the Official Anzac 
Dawn Service and other sundry dedications.
 At about the same time in 2003 Ryan 
commenced evaluation of a community based 
education program through an exhibition so 
as to direct more wartime documentation for 
people to visually resource their information. 
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With a small group of volunteers and 
basically no funding the first successful 
event took place at the Alexander Library in 
Perth.  They formed the Borneo Exhibition & 
Education Group. Since then, and especially 
in 2005, the Exhibition was invited to be 
presented in Sandakan to commemorate 
the 60th Anniversary of the ending of 
the war.  After one week of presentation 
in collaboration with the Sabah National 
Archives, there were over 12,000 visitors to 
the gallery of WW2 information. 
 And so it has gone on from strength to 
strength to achievements far too many to 
document in this text. 
 Like the tenacity and sacrifice made by the 
diggers, passed or living, we have been left 
the legacy to keep the Spirit of the Anzacs 
alive and to make sure our history and 
heritage is promoted to all the generations 
to come....Lest We Forget.

Coondle School - 100 
Years Old This Year

Coondle School was situated about half a 
mile up the Bindoon Road from Dewars Pool 
on the left hand side of the road, where there 
are a few trees - across the road from the two 
storey house.
 My father, Albert Waters and his sister 
Clarice went to Coondle School. They 
walked there every school day from their 
property at Black Wattle Flat (which is Black 
Wattle Road today).
 The head teacher there was Miss Mercy 
Syred and the school monitor who started 
later was Miss Lucy MacCluny. I have my 
father’s schoolwork and school prizes from 
1909, 1910 and 1911. All have Miss Syred’s 
signature on the covers of his prizes (‘Boys 
Own Annuals’, ‘Herbert Strangs Annuals’ 
and ‘Books for Boys’) with the word ‘merit’ 
stamped on his schoolwork. His writing copy 
book – done with pen and ink – was done 
well.
 I also have my Aunt Clarice’s school prizes 
(‘Girls’ Annuals and Books for Girls’) from 
1910, and 1911. The schoolwork and prizes 
are in very good order and are locked in a 
cabinet at my daughters’s property in the 
Northern Territory. One day it will all come 
back to Toodyay.
 Both school teachers lived not far from 
the school. Miss Syred became Mrs Roberts 
and lived on a hill just off Phillips Road 
where she had an orchard. Later, when I was 
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young, Mr Roberts died, and Mrs Roberts 
came every Friday to Toodyay on the school 
bus to shop for groceries. She never forgot 
being a teacher. When she got on the bus, 
she would say “Good morning children”, and 
going home, she would say “Good afternoon 
children”.
 Miss MacCluny lived with her mother, also 
across Phillips Road near the school, and she 
played the organ in Culham Church. She 
also never forgot being a teacher and when 
my sister and I walked down to church on a 
Sunday, Miss MacCluny would greet us with 
“Good morning children, take care going 
home after the service”.
 As I have become old, I often think of those 
two ladies and what they did for their area. I 
often think of the hymn we sang at church, 
‘There is a green hill far away’ and think that 
those of us at Toodyay have lots of green hills 
and still have lots of people who do a lot for 
our community.

Ron E Waters

BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC

TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•  Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.

•  A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg. 
testing.

•  House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
•  No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.

•  Travel chargedfrom Post Offi ce for farm visits.
•  Our usual service applies any other day.

•  Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.

Autumn Club

The club had a trip to Northam Seniors Club 
for a friendly game of indoor bowls and 
morning and afternoon tea – a good time 
was had by all. 
  On Monday, 30th March, we went to 
Fremantle Harbour for a fish and chip lunch 
and to explore the harbour town.  This month 
we have a visit from Goomalling Seniors 
Club.
  April is a quiet month for birthdays, we 
have a few members not too well, namely; 
Christina Wright, Veya Due, Mena Chapman 

and Freda Richardson, we are all thinking of 
them in our prayers.
  If you are over fifty and looking for some 
good friends then come along on Wednesday 
at 1pm to the Pavilion in the Showgrounds.  

Autumn Leaf 

Toodyay Scouts
It is always pretty busy at this time of year 
- March is no exception.  
 This will be a quick column as it’s being 
written on the hop! Scouts went climbing 
down at the Hangout a few weeks ago in 
preparation for Boya for people who havent 
done their abseiling badge yet - Matty 
Bowman was the star of the moment for 
hooking his carabiner to an overhang so 
that he was dangling from his belly like 
Spiderpig, then for realising that it wouldn’t 
come undone...Rocky and Dropbear held 
him up for a good ten minutes whilst we 
tried to detach his carabiner, to the general 
hilarity of the Scouts. Things you see when 
you don’t have a camera!  
 Fortunately the fire brigade didn’t have to 
be called to cut him loose.  
 The Hangout staff was impressed; they 
said they’d never seen that before!
 Last night the Scouts and Cubs attended 
a ‘Church Crawl’ which was organised 
by Bob Adair of the Toodyay Christian 
Fellowship, upon our request. Part of the 
Pioneer badgework involves attending a 
service in the community. As in Toodyay 
we are all wildly diverse in our beliefs - and 
thats the leaders as well as the kids! - we 
thought we would go from church to church 
over a three hour period and see what they 
did. 
 What a fantastic reception from our 
church folk! We went to the Anglican 
Church first, where Dennis told us about 
the history of the building and described 
some of the features of the church. He told 
us how Anglican’s worship and what they 
believe in.
 Millie, who is from the Uniting Church, 
also told us about the Uniting Church faith 
and how the church now shared with the 
Anglicans as originally a train line was 
built through the centre of their church, 
then the old Uniting Church building was 
sold. We learned about the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service and some other interesting 
information. Lots of questions from the 
Cubbies, packet of chips each for the walk, 
then it was time to trek down to the Catholic 
Church.
 The friar, Gabriel, told us about the 
images that the Catholics use and showed 
us some relics (including a piece of bone 
from a holy person) and gave us a talk about 
what Catholics believe in and why they 
worship in the way they do.  Our Scouts 
were delighted when he offered to give us 

a skateboarding demonstration (Gabriel is 
a pro skateboarder) and jumped two Scouts 
without crashing!  Lots of our young people 
are skaters and they know Gabriel from 
the skatepark.  The Scouts had a juice box 
for the trip then moved on to the Baptist 
Church (the Factory), where David showed 
us the facilities, including their musical 
instruments, rooms and youth facilities.  
It is a really well outfitted building and 
the Baptists plan to build a youth specific 
area and cafe at the rear of the building.  
Again, a lot of our kids have been to the 
Baptist youth group on Friday nights and 
know the building and people who help 
out at the group.  David gave everyone an 
Easter egg, then it was on to the Toodyay 
Christian Fellowship, where Bob showed 
us his karaoke machine (which plays hymns 
with different instruments) and told us about 
the history of Christians and about the way 
the Fellowship works, then gave us supper.  
Thank you very much to Bob for organising 
the event.  It was really interesting to see the 
different ways that people worship and also 
the differences between our local churches.
 It’s going to be an interesting lead up 
to Jamboree - we’re planning to send 11 
people over to Sydney in 2010 at a cost 
of just under $2000 each, so we will be 

fundraising for the next eight months, with 
a vengeance!  Our Rovers are attending 
Rover crew training this weekend, which is 
exciting, as I don’t think Toodyay has ever 
had a crew.  Rovers are aged between 18 
and 26 - if you’d like to join up, facebook 
Toodyay Rover Crew or Toodyay Rovers 
and message Robert.
 Gabby, Mikaela and Harry are trekking 
some of the Bibbulmun track in a few weeks 
so we’re all training for hike, then its the 
Bibbulmun bike hike and then air activities.  
We’re looking forward to making 2009 a 
year to remember!
 There is also a committee meeting on 
Friday 3rd April at Gina’s at 2pm - email 
Bronny at jambro@westnet.com.au for 
details.  Many thanks to all our parents for 
their support.
 Next month we’re going to profile some 
of the things the Cubs have been doing, so 
look out for that column.  Happy Easter to 
all.

  Yours in Scouting
Dropbear
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A last minute avalanche of apologies from 
members caused me concern as the March 
meeting had been 12 months in the planning 
with more than one false start.
 We were competing with a dinner dance 
function in Goomalling but, happily, my 
fears were unfounded. The member shortfall 
was made up by a generous contingent of 
guests and visitors including Brian and 
Robin Foley of the Darling Range Branch 
and several other visitors from the metro 
area. It was wonderful to see not only new 
adult faces but children as well. The star 
attraction was a 4.5 metre Olive Python from 
the Pilbara and what an impressive creature 
he was.
 Ecologist and owner of the Python was 
Ian Harris, who delivered a fascinating talk 
on the habits and conservation of this, the 
second largest Python in Australia. One 
specimen came in at 6.5m and enjoyed a diet 
of Wallabies! ‘Ollie’, as he was temporally 
dubbed, took it all in his stride, totally 
unfazed by all the attention. Big thank you 
to Lee for the use of her laptop at super short 
notice.
  After all the excitement of a spectacular live 
specimen in our midst, the general meeting 
seemed by comparison very low key but full 

of interest none-the-less. Desrae delivered 
a comprehensive report on the recent 
Avon Conservation Committee Advisory 
Committee trip to Walyunga to learn about 
DEC’s wild pig trapping programme. Wayne 
reported on the Portman Mining (Cliffs) 
Community Reference Group meeting in 
Southern Cross and the President informed 
members about DEC’s Fox Baiting seminar 
held in Wongan Hills recently. Many thanks 
to the Clarkes for representing the Club 
at these important forums. I’m finding it 
hard to manage the time these days and I 
really appreciate their willingness to attend. 
Finally, a fascinating and extensive range of 
sightings were presented, including the rare 
Barking Owl.
 April’s meeting will consist of a roadside 
litter pick up, probably West Toodyay Road 
with a BBQ lunch at a suitably congenial 
venue. People wishing to participate can 
meet at the Visitor’s Centre at 9am on 
Saturday the 18th of April. Here, you will 
be issued with KAB bags and safety vests 
but please bring your own gloves. We will 
pick up for no more than two hours but it is 
amazing how much ground a group can cover 
in that time.
 Thank you to all those who attended the 

‘Ollie’ steals the show
Inset: A photograph of some ‘secret goings on’ – 

Ollie’s tail sneaking up the snake lady’s back, lifting her shirt

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
March meeting and made it such a success. 
Let’s keep the momentum up for another 
memorable ‘Nats’ year. Enquiries to Greg 
9574-5445, Lee 9574-2560 or Wayne 6364-
3609.

Greg Warburton

Toodyay Friends of 
the River

Friday March 6th saw the Avon Nature 
Conservat ion Advisory Commit tee 
(ANCAC) take a bus trip downstream from 
Toodyay along the railway reserve, for 
approximately 40kms, to gain knowledge on 
the control of feral pigs by the Department 
of Environment and Conservation. John 
Snowden, a Park Manager with his base at 
Jarrahdale, manages a large area including 
Walyunga National Park, Dwellingup, 
Jarrahdale and Mundaring; John gave an 
excellent presentation of his work in the 
control of feral pigs.
 Throughout the lower portion of the State 
in wetland areas, along waterways used as 
corridors, in forest and water catchment 
areas feral pigs are a problem. They cause 
extensive erosion with their diggings, are a 
danger to small livestock, spread weeds as 
they root for Watsonia and Guildford grass 
bulbs and are a dangerous animal to confront.
 With State Government funding of the 
Biodiversity Conservation Initiative (BCI), 
much success has been recognised with the 
purchase of a variety of traps, food, night 
cameras and assistance given to farmers 
surrounding areas of invasion. Unfortunately, 
this particular funding concludes in 2009.
  Trapping of the animals is from November 
to April when there is a concentration of 
animals around water holes; pigs can tolerate 
water containing only 250 -300 grains of salt 
(much less than sheep). Traps are sited where 
there is known pig activity such as beside 
resting pads, near feeding areas in crops and 
pastures or close to waterways or wallows. 
Although some fixed traps are utilised it has 
been found that the smaller mobile traps 
are more convenient to be assembled, dis-
assembled and moved by one person. There 
are a variety of models of traps used with 
the first priority being strength; steel mesh 
and the use of star-pickets are the materials 
of choice. Even so, the traps have to be well 
made as the pig is both extremely strong and 
very intelligent!
 Three basic trap designs are in common use 
with the pig entering through one-way gates; 
however, the ‘box trap’, a 1.2m cube that will 
hold up to 5 pigs, is a popular choice. It is 
a transportable cage that is small enough to 
be carried in the tray of a utility.
 Free-feeding is essential to attract pigs to 
the traps and should begin before the trap 
is constructed. A variety of food is used to 
attract the animals including grain, apples, 
molasses, feed pellets and, if dry conditions, 
water.
 The traps must be checked every 24 hours 
– a humane guide line. Also, if the trap is in 

the open, shade must be provided. A stressed 
animal is both aggressive and dangerous.
 Murdock University has been involved in 
research in the feral pig problem with the use 
of ‘water resistant’ radio tracking collars that 
are placed firmly around the animals’ necks.
a) Blood and gut samples have been 

checked for carcase disease. Results have 
shown relatively clean carcases except 
for ticks that, of course, carry their own 
microbes.

b) Radio tracking collars have been applied 
to six animals including a 90kg boar. The 
large boar was found to have a range of 
4kms (they are solitary animals) while 
the five remaining animals, a mix of 
smaller boars and sows, had a range 
within that of the 90kg animal.

c) A temperature apparatus was surgically 
inserted into the groin of one of the five 
smaller animals to note the area range, 
type of feed, etc. Unfortunately, the radio 
tracking device became problematic so 
the data was lost.

d) Genetic studies of trapped animals 
were attended by the University with 
extremely interesting results. The studies 
showed that ‘groups’ kept apart with the 
animals remaining quite individual.

Another very interesting observation was the 
colouring of the animals – they are mainly 
black! There are an occasional black and 
white, very few white, ginger or brown 
colourings and a couple with white socks.
 Statistics of trappings with weights from 
5kgs to 95kgs.
06/07 
 Dwellingup 115
 Jarrahdale 64
 Mundaring Weir 82
 Mundaring/Walyunga  NP               120
07/08
 Dwellingup 83
 Jarrahdale 118
 Mundaring Weir 116
 Mundaring/Walyunga NP 26
To date 08/09  
Dwellingup 65
 Jarrahdale 86
 Mundaring Weir 20
 Mundaring/Walyunga NP 0
 In conclusion, John believes the programme 
is a valuable one and it has made a dent in 
the feral pig population. He stated that it is 
unlikely that feral pigs will be completely 
eradicated as the terrain prevents this. 
However, it would be a bonus if the numbers 
could be controlled.
 March 15th 2009 found an enthusiastic 
group of the Friends working on the 
downstream area from the town along the 
miniature railway to the extent of the trail. 
This work was to cut down the invasive feral 
plant, tamarisk, and collect rubbish en route 
– seven bags of assorted trash were taken to 
the transfer station. 
 The bird life along this section of the 
river was just wonderful! Water birds such 
as the Black Duck, White-faced Heron, 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Pied Cormorant, 
an unidentified small brown diver and 
the magnificent Mountain Duck were all 
enjoying the beautiful pools of water. Land 
birds such as the Scarlet Robin, Mistletoe 
bird, Splendid Fairy Wren, Silver-eye, 

SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER: 

SAND: White (coarse and fi ne), Yellow and Topsoil
GRAVEL: Pit gravel, Screened road base, Screened 
and cracked gravel 7-18mm
BLUE  METAL: Road base, Crushed rock, Blue 
Metal 10-20mm and Ballast
FERTILISER & COMPOST: Delivery

Free Quotes  Phone Mike or Jo
1800 819 969 Mobile: 0417 989 559
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The Bigger, Better 
Rainwater Tank.

Nigel Saunders
Toodyay

FREECALL 
1800 115 552

9572 9335   
0428 295 693

Capacity 52,000 lts - 
575,000 lts 

Healthy water storage
Full range of colours

Weebill, Rainbow Bee-eater, Grey Fantail 
and friendly Magpies were fossicking among 
the branches of the river-side vegetation and 
the litter. What a delight it is to enjoy the 
company of so many of our beautiful birds!
 With the rainfall of the past few months, 
having water in the pools is an advantage 
to many birds, and countless numbers have 
paired off for breeding. The accompanying 
photograph highlights this.

 The Toodyay Friends of the River continues 
its quest for photos of the Avon River of 
yesteryear. If you have a photo, or know 
of anyone who might allow the Friends to 
scan one, it would be treated with utmost 
respect and returned promptly; if used, the 
photographer would be acknowledged.
 If you would like to know more of the 
activities of the Friends please come along 
- new members are always made very 
welcome; whether active or ancillary, they 
are most important! The Friends meet at 
Duidgee Park on the third Sunday of the 
month with the next get-together on Sunday 
19th April 2009 commencing at 8am; it will 
be a continued attack on weedy plants. 
 On Sunday 2nd May members will meet 
at 10am at a Friend’s home to review the 
sections of the River as designated to 
each member. Enquiries may be made to 
President, Gaven Donegan 9574 5347, 
Secretary, Robyn Taylor 9574 2578 or 
Treasurer, Wayne Clarke 6364 3609.

Compiled by Desraé Clarke
Photograph by Wayne Clarke

Millions of Dollars 
Targeted for Avon 

River Basin
More than $3.9 million of new funds will 
be spent on improving the environment and 
livelihoods of people living within the Avon 
River basin.
 The money has been allocated to the 
Avon Catchment Council through the 
Commonwealth government’s $2.25 billion 
Caring for our Country package. The ACC is 
the peak community based natural resource 
management group covering 12 million 
hectares of the Avon River basin.
 The chair, Glenice Batchelor, said the 
group would continue to work in partnership 
with the community and key stakeholders 
to ensure the money reaches important 
on-ground works. She said the funding 
was tied to key targets identified by the 
Commonwealth government.
 The $3,926,000 of new money is expected 
to be available after 1st July, 2009 and 
will target reducing wind erosion, rabbit 
populations, weeds of national significance 
and identifying opportunities to protect 
national reserves. The funding also aims 
to encourage community engagement and 
participation with the environment as well 
as help record traditional knowledge. 
 “Previous work has included incentive 
programmes which have helped farmers 
plant more than 4 million trees in the Avon 
River basin over the last four years,” Glenice 
Batchelor said.
 She said the ACC was now working to 
ensure continued support from the State 
government. “I met with our local member 
and the Minister for Regional Development 
Brendan Grylls last week and asked for his 
support. 
 “Given the situation globally and its impact 
on the budget it’s a big ask, but we need 
continued funding and support to address 
important issues for the Avon region such 
as salinity, waterways management and 
biodiversity.”

Glenice Batchelor

An Aboriginal elder and I checked lots of 
boomerangs handed in years ago to the 
museum at Yanchep and found lots of them 
did not come from this area (Perth to Moore 
River and out to Toodyay.)
 The aboriginals in this area made their 
boomerangs from the Black Wattle Tree 
where the trunk joins the root system. There 
are four main roots from this tree which 
have the perfect curve; other wattle trees 
have stringy roots that are no good to make 
boomerangs.

The Black Wattle Tree

 Most boomerangs you see are first used
for killing small birds and animals. The 
boomerang for killing big animals and large 
birds has an L-shaped piece cut out of the 
thin inside edge at one end.  When that hit an 
animal or bird, it would cut deep into them.
 The seeds from this tree were also sought 
after by the Aborigines as they were good to 
eat.
 Most of the black wattle trees left in the 
Toodyay area seem to be along Black Wattle 
Road.

Weed of the Month

Common Sowthistle

This month’s weed is from the Asteraceae 
(or Daisy) family, a very large family of 
approximately 20,000 species world-wide. 
Common Sowthistle (Sonchus oleraceus) is 
native to Eurasia and North Africa. It can be 
either an annual or a short-lived perennial.
 Growing to a height of 1.5 metres, it has a 
hollow stem that is smooth, or occasionally 
with a few gland-tipped hairs, and exudes a 
latex when cut. The leaves can have lobes 
(the division of a leaf up to near the middle 
of the leaf stalk) or are occasionally just 
toothed. They are soft, tapering from 6cm 
to 30cm long and from 1cm to 15cm wide. 
The flower heads are a ray of yellow florets 
(one of the small, individual flowers that 
make up the head of a daisy) that open in the 
morning and close in the afternoon. There are 
several heads in a corymb (where a number 
of individual flowers, with unequal stem 
length, are in a horizontal plane, making the 
head flat). This plant can produce flowers all 
year round, but mainly in spring and early 
summer.
 Common Sowthistle has pappus - (tufts, 
or rings, of bristles borne above the ovary) 
and outside the corolla (the inside whorl of a 
flower, made up of the petals), and possibly 
representing the calyx (the outermost part of 
a flower receptacle, which is usually made 
up of leaf-like units called sepals, similar to 
petals). The pappus often persists as a tuft of 
hairs on the fruit.  Common Sowthis t le 
can be found on roadsides, gardens and 
wasteland.

Compiled by Wayne Clarke
Sources: Western Weeds (Plant Protection 

Society of WA 1997)
Flora of the Perth Region (Part Two) 

Western Australian Herbarium, formerly 
WA Dept of Agriculture (1987)

Photograph by Roger Cousens, Western 
Weeds (Plant Protection Society of WA 

1997) 

Laurie Biggs
CREATIVE

COUNSELLING
Grief - Abuse
Relationship

Child Development
To arrange appointment

Please Ph. 9574 2555

TOODYAY HOSPITAL 1895
Toodyay Chiropractic Centre

7 Henry Street West
(Behind Old Newcastle Hospital)

Offi ce Hours: 
Mon: 4pm - 6pm
Tue: 2pm - 6pm
Fri: 4pm - 6pm

Sat: 8.30am - 11am
Telephone: 9574 2493

Python Watch
\
Reports were made on the ABC news 
on Monday 25th February 2009 and 
Thursday 5th March 2009 of persons 
attempting to smuggle reptiles from their 
native habitat, one being from Australia to 
Asia and the second offence from Western 
Australia to another state. With fines of up 
to $4,000 for each offence those involved 
were fined very heavily for attempting 
to remove the creatures, without licence, 
from their native habitat. 
 In Western Australia, it is a finable 
offence to keep herpetafauna (frogs, 
tu r t l es ,  sk inks ,  py thons ,  d ragons , 
monitors, snakes or geckos) in captivity 
without the appropriate licence obtained 
from the Department of Environment 
and Conservation. In 2003, after much 
consultation over several years, State 
Legislation was passed to have a list of 
approved reptiles and amphibians, (frogs 
and turtles) as pets. A licence system was 
developed between the former Department 
of Conservation and Land Management – 
(CALM, now known as the Department of 
Environment and Conservation or DEC) 
and the Western Australian Society of 
Amateur Herpetologists.  A listing was 
prepared and divided into five categories 
beginning with the easiest animals for 
which to care. 
 

There are folk who may wish to observe 
and learn about frogs, snakes, geckos, 
turtles, etc, and would like to keep them as 
pets. You can obtain a suitable enclosure 
when you purchase your pet, or frogs may 
be encouraged into a ‘frog-friendly’ pond 
in your garden, A book entitled ‘Building 
Frog-Friendly Gardens’ from the WA 
Museum by Ken Aplin, Anthea Paino and 
Lyndal Sleep (ISBN 0 7307 5782 X) is 
an excellent book for offering a friendly 
welcome.
 The following herpetafauna are those 
recommended for beginners:  
Northern green tree frog   
Western green tree frog   
Binoe’s gecko
 Northern spiny-tailed gecko
 South-west spiny-tailed gecko
 Variegated or tree dtella
 Western bearded dragon
 South-western crevice egernia
 Centralian bluetongue
 Western bluetongue
 Bobtail skink
 Although animals listed may be found 
in the wild near you, they MUST NOT be 
taken and kept in captivity as pets!!! If 
you want any member of the herpetafauna 

continued
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Bird of the Month
Cockatiel

The Cockatiel is a distinctive bird, not 
normally found in the Toodyay townsite 
but is possibly an occasional visitor to the 
east of the Shire. A recent sighting of a lone 
bird in town would most likely have been 
an escaped ‘captive-bred’ bird, but with a 
changing climate, many birds not usually 
found in the Shire are being sighted. The 
author has noted, for example, Zebra Finches 
at a home bird bath near the Shire offices 
in late March; this is an indication that this 
species is moving closer to the coast (see 
September 2005 article). There have been 
a number of other birds, from outer areas, 
seen at different times within the Shire well 
out of their known areas because of changed 
weather conditions.
 The Cockatiel is predominantly a grey bird, 
about 32cm in length (slightly smaller than a 
Ringneck Parrot). Although it is a cockatoo, 
it has many features that are similar to a 
parrot, such as its parrot-like wings and tail. 

Its voice is a warbling “queel, queel”, ending 
with an upward inflection, and repeated a 
number of times. The male and female birds 
are similar in colour, the former being much 
brighter. Flight is swift and it travels direct 
(without the undulations of parrot flight), 
with flocks from five to over a hundred flying 
in precision formation.
 Males have a yellow face (cheeks, throat 
and forehead) with orange-red ear covering 
(appearing as a splotch on the face, to the 
side of the dark-brown eye); an erect yellow 
crest tinged with grey and white shoulders 
extends across the wing coverts (the largest 
flight feathers) to the inner flight feathers.
 Females are much duller, with a greyer 
head and crest; outer tail feathers and 
underwing are a pale yellow, finely barred 
grey; the flight feathers have yellow/white 
flecks.
 Breeding takes place between August and 
December, in the hollow of a dead tree in or 
near water; four to six white eggs are laid 
in a bed of wood dust. Both parents help 
incubate the eggs over a period of 18 to 20 
days, and the young leave the nest in around 
five weeks.
 Cockatiels are seed eaters, foraging on the 
ground for the seeds of plants. This includes 
spilt grain on roadsides; they will also graze 
in stubble, crops and, in the north where they 
are more at home, on spinifex.

Compiled by Wayne Clarke
Drawing by Desraé Clarke

family as a pet, it is extremely important 
to contact the Department of Environment 
and Conservation to obtain information 
on the correct procedure to obtain a 
licence to keep your pet and the names of 
reputable pet dealers. ANIMALS FROM 
THE WILD MUST NOT BE KEPT IN 
CAPTIVITY AS PETS!!!!! 
 There is a wealth of downloadable 
informat ion on DEC’s  NatureBase 
website:
 http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/animals/
 reptiles-as-pets/choosing-your-pet.
html
 Here you will find answers to questions 
such as; what should I feed my pet 
reptile/amphibian; what do I do if my pet 
gets sick; what kind of housing space, 
water, heating, ventilation, cleaning, 
security is required; can I release my pet 
reptile or frog? Staff at the Department 
of Environment and Conservation’s 
Wildlife Branch is always happy to 
either post or fax information to you. 
The telephone number is (08) 9334 0455 
and the fax number is (08) 9334 0278. 
The study of reptiles and amphibians 
is known as herpetology. If you would 
like to learn more, locally, you would be 
welcome to join the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club. The Club is always extremely 
interested in your wildlife and flora 
sightings as the sightings are entered on 
the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club data base.
Emergency contacts:
WILDCARE HELPLINE: (08) 9474 
9055 (24 hours)
 T h e  W I L D C A R E  H E L P L I N E  i s 
operated by volunteers 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, diverting to afterhours 
numbers at nights and weekends, to 
provide immediate assistance for sick, 
injured or orphaned native animals. 
WILDLIFE WATCH: 1800 449 453
 Call Wildlife Watch to report illegal 
wildlife activity.

Desraé Clarke
T 6364 3609

Member of Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Photograph of Stimson’s Python by Wayne 

Clarke

Toodyay Garden Club
For the March garden visit, we met with 
Gavin Donegan, a long time resident of 
Toodyay and a walking encyclopaedia on 
the history of the Avon River on which he 
gave a very informative talk. He told that 
he was born near Cobbler’s Pool and how 
beautiful the river was in those days and 
that he and his friends would swim and fish 
in the pristine water. He explained that each 
pool has an historic name and stories abound 
about various incidents and drownings that 
occurred in the river. In those days, the river 
was much deeper and wider and had a great 
impact on the daily lives of  those living 

nearby. Sometimes properties were isolated 
due to flooding and horses were often the 
main form of transport to gain access to the 
town.
 In order to accommodate the bridge (which 
was actually sent in error to the wrong 
town, hence its height) a boarding house 
and stables at Duidgee Park were removed. 
Signs on the pylons indicate the various 
flood levels. As the population increased, 
flooding began to cause problems for the 
town and for properties settled near the 
river and in 1958, the decision was made to 
dredge the river and remove the trees and 
natural bush growth. One of our members 
recalled incidents when their home was 
regularly flooded out. Unfortunately, the 
dredging has contributed to silting up of the 
river and the pools and salinity of the water. 
At last count, 57 different species of birds, 
that once inhabited pools further up the river, 
have been forced to relocate further down as 
the pools silt up. Of the many pools, only a 
few remain today.
 The condition of the Avon also impacts on 
the Swan River as silt washes down towards 
the plains and Gavin, together with the 
volunteer group “Friends of The River” plays 
a vital role in working with other groups in 
an effort to restore the river and to reduce 
the effects of any further degradation. 
 Gavin walked us alongside the river to 
Newcastle Park, pointing out the ongoing 
work to remove introduced plants, ie 
Tamarisk, and to transplant natural species 
of flora along the riverside in an effort to 
restore the riverbanks.
 The next garden visit is on 2nd April to 
Edith Miles’ garden, at Ellery Way, Toodyay, 
with the sale of plants. The May visit on the 
7th  is to the lovely property, ‘Waylen Farm’, 
120 Bindoon/Dewars Pool Road, Toodyay, 
where the owners Barbara and David will 
demonstrate the art of processing olives. 
 It’s been a long hot summer and while some 
plants are suffering, with the return of cooler 
weather, gardens will begin to show signs of 
happiness and so will we. 
 We look forward to your company at the 
garden visits where we can improve our 
knowledge, impart it to others, or just enjoy 
the experience of mingling with our fellow 
gardeners. Don’t forget to bring along 
cuttings or seedlings, if you have any to 
spare. 

Sheena Hesse – President  9574 5272
Wendy Lewer – Secretary  9574 4172
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Now that daylight saving has finished, we 
look forward to our walks commencing in 
daylight at 7am REAL TIME.
 As we are now in our second month of 
autumn, the cooler weather makes it ideal for 
walking and enjoying the hot BYO cuppa at 
the completion of each journey.
 It was interesting to note that a recent 
handbook mailed to our group from a 
government department listing some of the 
walking groups throughout Western 
Australia, showed one of the clubs was called 
‘Fast Walkers, Turbo Talkers’.
 Members of the Toodyay Walkie Talkies 
were quick to point out they were not in 
the category of turbo talkers. As a matter of 
fact, our group is more on the lookout for 
interesting sightings.
 Some of these recent sightings include a 
huge wedge-tailed eagle sitting on a sheep 
carcass on a golf club walk; endangered zig-
zag grevillia plants in Rugged Hills Reserve; 
wedge-tailed eagles’ nest and flowering 
Billardiera bushes in Poison Gully Reserve. 
As mentioned in last month’s report, all our 
walks are designed to be as interesting as 
possible and not one walk is done twice in 

Toodyay Walkie Talkies
the same month.
 Monday and Friday walks are in and 
around different parts of Toodyay town and 
Wednesday mornings are bush walks through 
many of the stunning reserves in our shire. 
Our programme for these future walks up to 
mid-May 2009 are shown below.
 Our group’s first walking excursion for 
2009 to nearby country towns will be the 
Tin Dog Creek Trail at Dowerin on Sunday 
19th April. This trail is an easy walk as the 
nature reserve is quite flat in terrain but offers 
a diverse range of flora as well as a vast array 
of waterfowl on two ponds which have bird 
hides to enhance viewing.
 The meeting point is opposite the visitors’ 
centre, Piesse Street, Toodyay at 9.30am .
 Car pooling, if required, can be arranged. 
BYO picnic lunch and drinks. As always we 
offer an open invitation to everyone to join 
us on this interesting and social excursion 
and recommend all walkers wear sensible 
and appropriate footwear suitable for hiking.
 Should further information be required, 
please give me a call on 9574 2905.
BE ACTIVE and HAVE FUN.

Neville Tanner

 
 DAY /DATE THE WALK MEETING PLACE

 October

 Fri 2 South Toodyay Duidgee Park
 Mon 5 West Toodyay Donegan’s Cottage
 Wed 7 Poison Gully Reserve End of Black Wattle Road
 Fri 9 River Gum Trail Duidgee Park
 Mon 12 River Walk Duidgee Park
 Wed 14 Windmill Walk Jn Conostylis Wy & Coondle West Rd
 Fri 16 James Cottage Next to Old Catholic Church
 *Mon 19 River and Mini Rail Duidgee Park
 Wed 21 Horseshoe Rd Cnr Timbercreek Cr & Horseshoe Rd
 Fri 23 Deepdale Corner Deepdale Rd and Julimar Rd
 Mon 26 Two Bridges Duidgee Park
 Wed 28 Blackboy Walk End of Eucalyptus Rd
 Fri 30 Golf Course Golf Clubhouse Carpark

 November

 Mon  2 Pioneer Arboretum Duidgee Park
 Wed 4 Wongamine Reserve Entrance off Bejoording Rd
 Fri 6 Lloyd Reserve Next to Old Catholic Church
 Sun 8 Wongan Hills Excursion Opp Toodyay Visitors’ Centre
 Mon 9 South Toodyay Duidgee Park
 Wed 11 Rugged Hills Reserve Entrance off Ridley Circle
 Wed 30 Vernon Hills Reserve End of Hovea Way
 

* BYO Breakfast in Duidgee Park after this walk.

BE ACTIVE AND HAVE FUN

Toodyay Agricultural 
Society

The 156th Annual Toodyay Agricultural 
Show will be held on Saturday 10 October 
2009 (not too early to put the date in your 
diary now!)
 The first committee meeting for 2009 was 
held on 9th March and roles for this year 
were assigned to:

  Shire Communication and Liaison - 
Gaven Donegan
Agriculture Co-ordinator - Brian Wood
Chief Steward - Alison Wroth
Rural Ambassador Co-ordinator - Alison 
Wroth 
Equipment  Co-ordinator  -  Kevin 
Hutchings
RAS/Central Group Rep - Kerry Knowles
Catering/Food Vans - Kerry Knowles
Show Recorder - Tracey Salmond
Schedule - Tracey Salmond
Equestrian - Leah Broderick
Ground Space - David Chitty and Kerry 
Knowles
Entertainment - Evelyn Wacura and Mary 
Groves
Grant Applications/Sponsorship - Barbara 
Mottershaw
Publicity/PR/Advertising - Pam Jackson
Property Maintenance - John Smart

 For the Show there is an extensive list of 
sections that you can exhibit your entries 
in, please start to think about what you 
can enter, eg. the wool section.  The wool 
section at the 2008 Show was low on 
entries, we encourage farmers to hold some 
fleece to enter in the show this year.

Section B – Wool
Group 1 – Commercial Fleece

Class 601 One fleece for commercial 
value (other than rams)
Class 602 Two fleeces, to be judged for 
commercial value, Owned and grown in 
the Toodyay District (other than rams)
Class 603 Merino ram fleece, fine or 
medium wool
Class 604 Merino ram fleece, strong 
wool
Class 605 Merino ewe or wether fleece, 
fine wool
Class 606 Merino ewe or wether fleece, 
medium wool
Class 607 Merino ewe or wether fleece, 
strong wool
Class 608 Any other ram fleece, other 
than merino
Class 609 Any other ewe fleece, other 
than merino

Class 610 Merino lamb wool, fine, one 
fleece (under 25 weeks)
Class 611 Merino lamb wool, medium, 
one fleece (under 25 weeks)
Class 612 Merino lamb wool, strong, 
one fleece (under 25 weeks)
Class 613 Any other lambs wool, (under 
25 weeks) other than merino, one fleece

 The committee would like to keep the 
Show as an Annual Agricultural Show.
 In the following months we will publish 
different agricultural sections that you can 
exhibit in.

Pam Jackson

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE

TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVICING FROM $89 inc. OIL FILTER

Call 13 11 11  RAC Assist

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

DRIVEWAY

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Special
185 x 14 8ply tyres

$89.90 fi tted & balanced
FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard
MOBILE 0418 949 898 FAX 9574 5267

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1    STOP SHOP 9574 2335

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Phone Patrick

9574 4402
Phone 9574 2505

120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
Saturday

9am to noon

FAMILY LAW

DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offi ces of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 7255
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Toodyay District 
Horse and Pony Club

Our next rally is to be held at the Toodyay 
Racecourse on 3rd May 2009 with a 9.30am 
start.
There will be no April rally because of the 
school holidays.  To compensate for that, 
we are holding a second rally on the 24th 
May, 2009.
New members are welcome.

Cricket
‘A’ GRADE

Mar Sat 7
Toodyay won on a forfeit  from Railways.

Mar Sat 14 – 1st Semi-final
 Toodyay 8 for 177 def Bakers Hill 152
  Toodyay Batting:
   Shaun Bazley 36 not out
   Lorey Higgins 35
   Mick Geary 24
   Matt Parnham 18
   Jamie Mills 14
   Jack Dasborough 13
  Toodyay Bowling:
   Jamie Mills 4 for 62
   Lorey Higgins 3 for 31
   Shaun Bazley 2 for 26
Mar Sun 15 – Preliminary Final
 Federals 6 for 164 def Toodyay 86
  Toodyay Batting:
   Matt Parnham 19
   Jack Dasborough 18 not out
   Jeff Parnham 14
  Toodyay Bowling:
   Jack Dasborough 3 for 36
Grand Final Result
 Grass Valley def Federals

‘B’ GRADE

Mar Sun 8
 Toodyay 79 lost to Roos 7 for 238
  Toodyay Batting:
   Peter Jankauskas 30 not out
   Steve Bradford 15
  Toodyay Bowling:
   Blade Brown 3 for 43
   Damien Higgins 2 for 29

  Grand Final Result
 Grass Valley White def Roos  

Building?
Sand pads
Post hole boring
Gravel driveways
Site leveling and clearing
Sand Gravel & Bluemetal
Delivies
Ditchwitch Trenching
Laser Leveling
Subsoil Drains
Septic Systems installed

Wet Hire
Excavator
Tip truck
Rock Breaker
Bobcat
Ditchwitch Trencher
Post hole Borer
Dozer with articulated blade

EXPERIENCED
OWNER OPERATOR 

PROMPT RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

FULLY INSURED 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
CONTACT RICK AND 

KATHY LANGHAM 

Phone 9574 7114  Fax 9574 9995

Toodyay
Physiotherapy
Services

Monday Wednesday
Friday

Phone 9574 4445
Mobile 0427 198 278

Judy Dennis
BSc.PT.Grad.Dip.PTDip.PT

Alma Beard Community Centre
81 Stirling Terrace Toodyay

 TOODYAY
 EMU 
 FARM

Walk amongst the
 “Free Range Emus”
 in natural bushland 

•  Guided Tours •  Barbecues
• Emu Products Shop  

• Covered Eating Area • Toilets
• Ice-cream & Cool Drinks

Coach & School Groups by 
Appointment

OPEN DAILY 10AM - 4PM
Hosts: Kip &  Charmian Venn

PHONE 9574 1415

FOR SALE

CASH paid for aluminium cans, steel, brass, 
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tammin 
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road. Ph 
9574 2987 or 0438 412 324

GARDEN supplies. Top soil ($44), mulch 
($35), yellow sand ($44) and sawdust ($20), 
Prices for 6 x 4 trailer. Ph 9574 2987, 0438 
412 324 or 0439 842 987

COMPUTER, 3Ghz, 512Mg RAM, 40Gb 
HDD, keyboard and mouse, monitor 
available. Can transfer your data if needed. 
$325. Ph Paul on 9574 2698

HAY, You Want Hay, See Ray. Give him a 
ring. PU $6.50 / Delivered $8. Ph 9574 2858

BULL, Murray Grey, 6yo, Stud stock, quiet 
temperament. Toodyay. $500. Ph 9574 2522

SEED oats, Windjardie Toodyay Carrolup 
varieties. Ph 5974 2681

ZEBRA finches, all colours. $5 each. Phone 
Jo on 9574 2698

MOTOR VEHICLES & MACHINERY

HYUNDAI Excel, 1995 4-door hatchback, 
auto, 4-speed, overdrive, reg 08/09. New 
windscreen, good cond. Lady owner. $2800. 
Ph 9574 4804

TOYOTA Camry sedan, 1988, $650. Ph 
9574 2450

MARSHALL Spreader, 5T on AB160 Inter 
truck, foam marker, roll tarp. $4000 inc. 
GST. Ph 0429 080 187

VY Holden Commodore (white) front 
bumper, good cond. $100. Ph 9574 4401

CLEARANCE SALE

SCRAPBOOKING supplies, all stock 
reduced, great bargains. Saturday 11th April, 

9am - 3pm. 394 Toodyay West Rd, near 
Picnic Hill Rd.

HELP WANTED

LADY to organise and run small office 
and various other tasks, 1/2 - 1 day / week, 
initially. Toodyay area. Must be experienced 
at bookkeeping and general office work, 
motivated, organised, versatile, reliable and 
tidy. Please email details and experience (in 
your own words) to tom62@aapt.net.au

HEALING AND HEALTH

ActionGetsReaction – HYPNOSIS can 
help you to stop smoking, lose weight, deal 
with anxieties or phobias. Now available in 
Northam. Phone either Christine or Dave on 
9574 4206 for an appointment.

ENERGY healing for animals. A safe, gentle 
approach to better health and wellbeing. 
Distance/absent healing also available. Ph 
9574 5830 for more information.

classifieds toodyay sports
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Avon Tee Ball

On the Labour Day long weekend Avon Tee 
Ball Association sent two teams to Langley 
Park to the TBAWA State Championships. 
 Thank you to al l  of  the players . 
Unfortunately we didn’t have a win but the 
team work and sportsmanship displayed by 
our players was outstanding. You all made us 
proud.  In the under 13s we had children from 
Toodyay, Bolgart, Calingiri and Northam.  
 I would like to thank the parents who 
committed to drive quite long distances to 
make sure that their children could attend 
training sessions and for all of their help and 
support over the entire weekend.
 A very special thank you to our team 
manager Nat Prowse, our first base coach 
Monica Lee, our scorer and caterer Ally 
Turnbull, our umpires Sharyn Day and
Danyon Lawlor , batting line up and 
photographer Nicole McInnes, field assistant 
Vanessa Watson and our bus driver Joe 
Stevenson.  Without you guys the weekend 
would not have run as smoothly and 
efficiently as it did.
 We would also like to thank all of the 
people who have helped us with donations: 
Avon Tee ball Association Nat and Ken 
Prowse from Regional Pest Control, Monica 
Lee and Ian Osboine, Craig Osboine 
from Manjimup Motors, John Lucas, 
Deb and Dick Campbell from the Bolgart 
Hotel, Pip and Lester Snooke from Bolgart 
Merchandise, Dale and Julian McGill, 
Toodyay Op Shop, Victoria Hotel, Gary 
Salmond from Reliance Petroleum, Toodyay 
Meat Supply, Newdale farm from Calingiri,  
Graeme Pember, Page Machinery and 
Northam Pharmacy. Everybody’s donation 
was greatly appreciated and without your 
support these events would be impossible.  
Thanks again.
 I would also like to wish all of these players 
good luck for their future with Tee Ball and 
Baseball and thank you for being such a great 
bunch of kids.  It has been a pleasure being 
your coach.

Coach Leanne Stevenson

Toodyay Tennis Club
On the 14th March the Toodyay Tennis Club 
ran the Zone singles to help with selection 
of the zone team to play at the State Tennis 
Centre during the April School holidays.   
The winners of the day were – 14 and under 
girls Meg Heavey from Ballidu and runner 
up Emily Shaw Buntine, 12 and under girls 
Rachel Clarke Toodyay with runner up 
Hayley McAlpine  Wubin,  14 and under 
boys Matthew Haynes Toodyay and runner 
up Cameron McApine Wubin and 12 and 
under boys Matthew Taylor Wannamal and 
runner up William Morris Goomalling.
  During the season, points are allocated to 
winners and runners up for each tournament 
played and congratulations to Andrea Chitty 
of Toodyay for winning the girls division 
with Meg Heavey of Ballidu runner up.  
The Boys winner was William Morris from 
Goomalling and runner up Matthew Taylor 
of Wannamal.

Toodyay Junior 
Football Club 

Training and Registrations
Season starts 2nd May; training starts for the 
11’s, 13’s and 15’s from 4pm – 5.30pm on 
Tuesday 31st March; the 9’s start on Tuesday 
7th April from 4pm – 5pm.  Please hurry and 
register for Toodyay Junior Football and 
Auskick for the 2009 season if you haven’t 
already registered! You can pick up a form 
at IGA Supermarket Toodyay. Registration 
Fees - 1 child $45, 2 children $80, 3 or more 
children $100. We hope to see you there! 
Please register today so fixtures and teams 
can be arranged. 
 Attention MUMS and DADS!  We still 
need a coach for the AUSKICK kids. If you 
are interested in the position please contact 
President, Dave Flaherty on 9574 4145 
or Secretary, Michelle Haycock on 9574 
5069 or post an application to PO Box 724, 
Toodyay WA  6566.

Ladies’ Report
Our singles champion for 2009 is Judith 
Walton. 
 Judith has played bowls for many years 
and we are very pleased for her in this, her 
first singles championship win. Judith will 
be going to play in Dowerin for two days in 
the Champion of Champions event with other 
winners from our league. Good luck, Judith! 
Runner up for our singles was Eileen How.
 We held the League Triples event at our club 
on 3rd March and this was very successful. 
Our Handicap Singles Championship is 
being played on 1st and 8th April.
 Eight ladies went down to Country Week 

Northam Netball 
Association

There were six twilight games on Saturday 
March 21st to start the 2009 netball season 
for Seniors and Juniors which proved very 
successful with a great crowd of spectators 
watching all six games.
 Results for games played are as follows:-

Juniors Deejays 32 def TNT 4
 Hotshots 49 def Rockets 15
 Lions 69 def Roxettes 4
Seniors ACU 49 def Sapphires 9
 Cougars 42 def Royals 15
 Jetz 49 def Australs 32

 There were six games in warm conditions 
on  Saturday 28th March with results as 
follows:

 Juniors Deejays 56 def  Roxettes 0
 Hotshots 55 def  Lions 25
 Rockets 21 draw TNT 21
Seniors Australs 45 def Royals 20
 Jetz 48 def ACU 46
 Sapphires 34 def Dale Tigers
 21

 REMINDER:- Netta and Sub-Juniors 
season begins Saturday 2nd May.

Avon Valley Riding Club is now in its 15th 
year and is going from strength to strength 
with a membership of 35 riders enrolled 
this year.
 The club’s first full-day rally was held on 
28th March with 30 riders attending. It has 
been decided this year to have two instructors 
so that members get full value for their 
lesson.
 Chief instructor is David Britza who, as 
well as being a top-class flat work educator, 
also has great experience in showjumping, 
so he can instruct in all phases for the club. 
For the second instructor, we had a guest 
instructor, Catherine Trindall, who is newly 
arrived in the state from Queensland and, 
if all went well, she may well take up the 
position for the rest of the year.
 Plans are well underway for the Interclub 
Autumn Challenge being held on 10th May 
and hosted by our club. The challenge will 
take the form of a gymkhana with heaps of 
classes in hacking, jumping, handy pony and 
barrel races – something for everyone.
All members are encouraged to take part and 
have a go for the club. Don’t forget that full 
club uniform must be worn. The programme 
and entry form are available on the club’s 
website – avonvalleyarc. equestrian.org.au.
 Names are being taken for David Britza’s 

 

Avon Valley Riding Club

showjumping clinic to be held on 13th June. 
There is a maximum of 12 places, and so it’s 
first in best dressed.
 New shirts have arrived with the logo and 
members names embroidered on, so don’t 
forget to pick them up at the next rally. The 
club jackets are the members’ responsibility 
and can be ordered from Cadds, and the 
embroidery organised at the Parkers. See 
Sandra for more information on the jackets.
 The Zoe Harrison clinic over the weekend 
of 18th and 19th April is fully booked, but 
members benefit greatly from just coming 
along and watching Zoe teach and see the 
improvement in the riders over the weekend.
 There is not a lot else to report on the club 
front at the moment but, when the next paper 
is published, Julie and Liz will have been to 
the Arabian Horse Show, Bjorg’s son has 
rowed in the Head of the River and the Trivia 
Night has happened, then there will be lots 
of news.
 Just a quick reminder that, if you are unable 
to attend a rally, cannot make the time slot 
allocated to you, please call Suzette by 
the Wednesday before the rally so she can 
arrange a new time.
 Safe Riding and Go Avon.

Caroline

Toodyay Bowling Club
and, though without much success, we 
had a good time. We also sent a team to 
Beverley for their Gala day and they were 
successful in winning the afternoon round. 
Congratulations! We have also attended most 
gala days within our league as well as a few 
further afield.
 At the AGM recently, Rita Harrison was 
elected Ladies Vice President, Kaye Rewell 
was elected Captain, Gale Anderson, Vice-
captain, Sadie Gilpin, Catering, Adele Bell, 
Raffles, June Eastwood, Reporter and Eileen 
How is continuing as overall Secretary.
 Happy bowling to all.

OSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEUROOSTEO NEURO
MUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUEMUSCULAR TECHNIQUE

&&&&&
NANANANANATURTURTURTURTUROPOPOPOPOPAAAAATHYTHYTHYTHYTHY
Bone and Muscle

Manipulation
Deep Muscle Therapy

Iridology
Herbal Medicines

TTTTTOODOODOODOODOODYYYYYAAAAAYYYYY Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95 Ph : 95777774 26964 26964 26964 26964 2696
Saturday

WWWWWEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEYEMBLEY Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 938 Ph : 9387 23537 23537 23537 23537 2353
Monday to Thursday

  Best wishes to our intrepid tennis reporter, 
Angie Fox, who is unable to report this 
month due to a knee problem.  Hopefully, 
by the time the paper comes out Angie 
will be on the road to recovery after her 
operation on the 23rd March.  Best wishes 
Angie and keep up the good nursing Mel.
  It is great to see the good numbers on 
Tuesdays.  We have good players, hit and 
miss players and all in between so if you 
would like to come along and join in the 
fun you would be welcome.  Our club 
membership numbers are the best they 
have been for some years and now that the 
summer heat is behind us it is much more 
pleasant to play.  Remember Friday night 
tennis is still going strong.

 Judy Dow – Moore District Development 
Secretary

Winner and runner-ups with Judy Dow, 
organiser of the day (left) and Maureen 

Smith, Perth coach

toodyay sports
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That’s right - only $28,000 for 1,585m2 
of beaut bush peppered with sheoaks 
& paperbark trees. Situated alongside 
Dumbarton Br, it has the Avon R 
floodplain right through it but the best 
seats to watch the Avon Descent.

$28,000

Overlooking farmland, Perthside. 
Over 2 acres of bush with house 
site just waiting for your new 
home.

$199,000

With scheme water. 3 acres of 
bushland privacy, bitumen frontage, 
school bus & close to all town 
amenities. An excellent homestead 
block for a country residence.

$179,000

Excellent views over Showground 
to Rver Valley & Hills beyond. A 
quiet street in established Toodyay 
– very close to all amenities. 
1002sqm.

105,000

5 acres of heaven. Give your creative 
designer this blank canvas & a challenge 
to create a comfortable modern home 
to blend in with & enhance the natural 
environment & breathtaking views.

$250,000

In prestige location minutes from 
Muchea/Bullsbrook. Quiet & secluded 
with excellent privacy from similar lots 
now building quality homes. Only 30 
minutes from Midland or Joondalup. 
Exceptional value from a very genuine 
seller.

$275,000

LJ Hooker 
Toodyay
08 9574 2455

Visit our websites:
ljhooker.com
reiwa.com
realestate.com

112a Stirling Terrace
Fax 9574 2455

toodyay@ljh.com.au

Beautiful new land, horses & pets 
welcome. 2 cleared ha with a lovely 
stand of original Red Gum. Fully 
fenced & gated. Brand new shed. 
Power, phone & bitumen road. Ex-
cellent new homes being built now. 

$267,000

RESIDENTIAL TOWN LOT

CHITTERING COUNTRY 
CLUB ESTATE

TWINKLE TWINKLE LITTLE 
STAR

CHITTERING VALLEY ESTATE

BEAUTIFUL FOREST BLOCK RIGHT ON THE EDGE OF 
TOWN

This magnificent 23 ac property is 
fences, has 16x8m powered shed, water 
tank, yards, 2xbores & Harper Brook as 
a backdrop. Cleared except for shade 
& shelter belts, this property is ideally 
suited to a variety of rural pursuits.

$275,000

HIGH SET IN TALL TIMBER 
FOREST

AS NEW!                                 

4 bedroom coun t ry  home 
presented as new by proud 
owners. 2 double sheds with 
verandahs or carports. Plus self-
contained accommodation for 
friends or relatives. All on 10 
cleared, pastured, tree-lined 
acres.

$499,000

Stunning 3 bed 2 bath as-new home 
with an entertainer’s deck flowing 
from living areas to forest view. 
Special & private property secluded 
on 7.5 acre hillside.  Carport & large, 
fully serviced lock-up shed.

$489,000

BANNED FROM BUILDING 
BUT BUNG IN A BOAT

UNDER

OFFER

2 ACRE BUSH BLOCK

NEW 

LISTING NEW 

LISTING

NEW 

LISTINGNEW 

LISTING

TOODYAY INDUSTRIAL LAND
5,744 sqm on the banks of the 
Avon River with office, staff room 
& industrial shed.

$490,000

PRIVATE 5 ACRE 
With shady trees. Verandahs wrap 
this freshly decorated (including a new 
kitchen) 3 bedroom home. All ready for 
you to move in & enjoy, this property is 
beautifully presented..

$379,000

NEW 

LISTING
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