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Making a Difference
Toodyay’s response to our national 
disaster - the Victorian Bushfi res

In a month which reminded community 
members strongly of the Toodyay bushfi res 
in 2006, bushfi res burned across four states 
in Australia, claiming over 200 lives in
Victoria and leaving thousands homeless.
  Generous residents and businesses 
in Toodyay responded by fundraising,
offering goods and services for auction and
donating money through the Bendigo 
Bank.
 Local eateries donated funds from their 
takings to the appeal and the Freemason’s 
Hotel held a Victorian Bushfire Relief 
Fundraising Night, with an auction and a 

‘Toodyay Idol’ Competition.
  “It was a seriously good night,” said 
Freemasons Hotel proprietor John Pearce.  
“There was a huge range of people and a 
great atmosphere.  We ended up raising 
around fourteen thousand dollars for the 
appeal.”
 The Bushfi re Relief night was the brainchild 
of staff member Debbie Cording, who 
worked tirelessly to coordinate donations 
from Toodyay and Northam businesses, staff 
to run the buffet, karaoke competition and 
auction.  The night was originally slated to 
be held on the Friday of the long weekend, 
but it was brought forward to the night of the 
20th of February.
To read the full story, go to page 3 of The 
Toodyay Herald.

Your cut out and keep 
emergency plan, page 3

Call For Meeting 
Muddies The Waters

A Special Meeting of Council has been 
called to discuss the Regional and Local 
Community Infrastructure Programme – and 
to direct the CEO to take all action necessary 
to expedite an application for funding for a 
swimming pool/recreation centre.
 The meeting, which follows a fiery 
discussion at last week’s Council Forum, 
has been called by three Councillors who 
raised the issue of an increase of funds in 
federal funding for infrastructure. Following 
an allegedly reluctant acceptance of the 
meeting request, the Special Meeting was 
called for the following Thursday – one day 
before hard copy of the grant application is 
due in Canberra.
 “With large federal grants being offered 
to local councils for new projects,” said 
Toodyay Swimming Pool Action Committee 
President, Carol Plackett. “It’s disappointing 
to hear that, after many surveys which 
indicate that aquatic facilities were the 
most desired recreational facility, the 
community’s recommendations were not 
the Council’s highest priority. We hope 
that the Special Meeting will help meet the 
deadline.”
 The purpose of the meeting is:

a) To discuss the Regional and Local 
Community Infrastructure Programme 
– Strategic Projects 2008/2009 Grant 
Application, extension of deadline and 
increase in available funds; and
b)  To move a motion directing the Chief 
Executive Officer to take all action 
necessary to expedite an application for 
funding for a swimming pool/aquatic 
facility/recreation centre for the Shire 
of Toodyay.

 Criteria for the grant include:
• applications being limited only to local 
governments, and only one application per 
council;
• projects being ready to go and able to 
proceed within six months of signing a 
contract;
• projects also seeking a Commonwealth 
contribution of at least $2 million;
• councils and shires being encouraged 
to contribute their own funds or secure 
partnership funds for projects; and
• community organisations’ projects 
permitted as long as they are sponsored 
by a local government.

  Special meetings are open for the public to 
attend and public question time will be held 
shortly after the meeting is opened.

FIRE 
AWARENESS 

MEETING
At the Toodyay 
Memorial Hall

Thursday 19th March

9.30am - 1.30pm
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The Toodyay Herald is a monthly publication.  The deadline for all contributions is the 
DAY BEFORE THE LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH and the paper will 
be on the streets on the following THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH.
  All contributions and advertising may be left at the office of The Toodyay Herald, 92 
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay, or posted to P.O. Box 100, Toodyay, 6566, faxed to 9574 
4574 or emailed to toodyayherald@westnet.com.au.  

The Toodyay Herald
The Toodyay Herald is a community paper and as such welcomes contributions of 

letters, articles and photographs from all members of the community.  Contributions 
on computer disk are appreciated.  There is no charge for articles which appear in the 

paper.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions are available at $2.00 per issue (postage and packaging) by writing to P.O. 
Box 100, Toodyay 6566, enclosing a cheque for the number of issues required.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available to residents of the Shire of Toodyay 
at $10 per member per year (July - June).  Send your name, phone number, residential 
address and postal address with your membership fee to P.O. Box 100, Toodyay 6566 
or leave it at 92 Stirling Terrace.

Readers who reside outside the Shire of Toodyay are not eligible for membership but 
for $10 per year are invited to become a ‘Friend of the Herald’.

Members receive $15 free advertising per annum.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

President:  Karen Jacomelli
Vice President: Paul Sutton
Secretary:  Christine Frank
Treasurer:  Wayne Clarke
Committee Members: 
   Les Hyde, Jim  Bavin, 
   Grant Scobie,  Samantha Connor, 
   Craig Chandler, Richard Dymond,
   Michael Cox
Editor:  Samantha Connor
Assistant Editor: Grant Scobie

DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 2,900copies. 1,800 copies are distributed as 
a ‘Householder’ to the residents of Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are also 
available at the roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, the Northam  and York Tourist 
Bureaux, the Clackline General Store, the Bakers Hill Newsagency and the Gidgegannup 
Newsagency. Online at www.toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald is printed by

THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers who 
helped with the March edition of 
the Toodyay Herald: Les Hyde, 
Grant Scobie, Jim Bavin, Shirley 
Banks, Michael ‘Speedy’ Cox, 
Kiah Connor, Peter Ruthven, Beth 
Ruthven, Morgan Goodman, Paul 
Sutton, Peter Robinson, Karen 
Jacomelli, Jordan Connor, Melissa 
the Joey Leader.

RURALPRESS

Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and 
by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald 
for publication or authorising or approving of the 
publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The 
Toodyay Herald Inc. against all claims, demands, 
proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, 
judgements and any other liability whatsoever 
wholly or partially arising directly or indirectly 
inconnection with the publication of the material, 
and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
indemnify The Toodyay Herald inc in relation to 
defamation, libel, slander of title, infringement of 
copyright, infringement of trade marks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition, breach of trade 
practices or fair trading legislation, violation of rights 
of privacy or confidential information or licenses or 
royalty rights or other intellectual property rights  
AND WARRANT that the material complies with all 
relevant laws and regulations and that its publication 
will not give rise to any claims against or liabilities 
to The Toodyay Herald Inc, and without limiting 
the generality of the foregoing, that nothing therein 
is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the 
Copyright Act 1968 or the Fair Trading Act 1987 
or the defamation, consumer protection and sale 
of goods legislation of the States and Territories or 
infringes the rights of any person.
  The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or 
liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of 
an advertisement to appear according to instructions.  
The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at 
the discretion of the Editor.

COPYRIGHT
Where no charge is made for the preparation of 
advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will 
remain owner of copyright in the advertising material.  
Such advertising material may be reproduced only 
with the consent of The Toodyay Herald and upon 
payment of such fee as The Toodyay Herald may 
require.

INDEMNITY AND
WARRANTY

©Original works are subject to copyright and shall not 
be reproduced without authority.

Next editioN

deadliNe
APRIL ISSUE

Tuesday Mar 24

Thursday April 2
DUE OUT ON

ENQUIRIES
The Editor

PO Box 100, Toodyay
Phone: (08) 9574 2106 - Fax: 

(08) 9574 4574
email: toodyayherald@westnet.

com.au

Advertising
RATES
$2.90 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB Column 
width is 61.5mm)
Full Page: Mono -  $464; Colour - $514.
 Setup size: 260mm x 400mm deep.
Half Page: Mono - $232; Colour - $282.
 Setup size: 260mm x 195mm deep.
Quarter Page: Mono - $116; Colour - $166.
 Setup size: 127.5mm x 195mm deep.
Page Nomination: $22.70 (inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed 
above incur a $50 surcharge with the exception 
of the Trades and Services section. A one-off 
setup fee (artwork fee) will be charged for 
advertisements which are not print ready. 
Advertisers, please supply postal address for 
accounting purposes and the number of issues 
in which you would like your advertisement 
to be included. Accounts are issued every 
month with payment required within 30 days. 
Payment may be made by post, EFT transfer 
or at the Herald offices.
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $20.
 Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $40.
 Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep
Classified Advertisements
$5 for 3 lines; $1.50 per subsequent 3 lines.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
The Toodyay Herald has a privacy policy.  
Advertisers details will not be communicated to 
third parties without the express permission of 
the advertiser, excepting when we are required 
by law to disclose such information or if it is 
relevant to investigations of alleged unlawful 
activity or law enforcement matters.

TOODYAY HERALD ACCOUNTS HOTLINE

0429 896 860

Victorian Bushfire Appeal Roll of Honour
Thanks to the people who contributed goods, 
services and their time to raising money and 
coordinating donations for the Victorian 
Bushfire Appeal.  Our apologies to anyone 
we’ve missed out; if you have a great story 
about how your business or organisation 
helped, write to us at toodyayherald@
westnet.com.au

Freemasons Hotel Victorian Bushfire 
Relief Fundraising Night

Staff and helpers:
Toodyay Lions

Nuala Ennis
Jim Silvester
Lang Lefroy
Cindy Lefroy
Nathan Martin

Vera Smart
Stella Pearce
John Pearce

Debbie Cording
Nick Cording 

Josh Cording ‘Stamper of All Hands’
Matt Higgs

Taylah Higgs
Letiah Broderick
Rebecca Arkeveld

Luke Busuttil
Eleanout Brandis

Ralph Dunn
Gill Preton

Lana Spencer
Wendy Moss
Rina Honisett

Brian Dawes & Staff of Cola Cola cafe
Heather

Simone Carolin
Lesley Hug

Carla McAler
Lex Ajduk

Ginny Rafferty
James Rafferty

Janet Fitzsimmons
Jessica Rafferty

Contributing businesses:
Avon Shearing and Country Clothing

Neck Art Jewellery Northam
Monopolie’s Toys and Books

Everlastings Northam
Bloomey’s Florist
Northam Florist

RM Smith & Sons Stockfeeds
Coles Northam

Brown-Foreman Perth
Haywards Meat Supplies Toodyay

Avon Valley French Hot Bread Northam
Cola Cafe Toodyay

Lions Club
Black Wattle Retreat Toodyay

Pitwillows Alpaca Stuff Toodyay
Makit Hardware Toodyay 

Newspower Newsagency Northam

Studio Blush Northam
Quin’s Gourmet Butchers Northam

Subway Northam
Toodyay Post Office

Aspara Bob McDonald Toodyay
Toodyay Traders

Zig Zag Fashion Northam
Northam Chemist

Rowlands TV Services Northam
Full Circle Gym and Fitness Toodyay

Shear Elegance for Hair Northam
Avon Water Carting Toodyay

Chris Bowden
Northam Garden Centre

Ace Cinemas
Cadds Northam

Elizabeths Mens Hair Design Northam
Hall and Jones Hair Stylist

Northam Craft Centre
Toyworld Northam
Wendys Northam

Princess Poppy Northam
Aquarius Water Carting Toodyay

Avon Valley Jewellery and Gifts Toodyay
In Focus Northam

Woolworths Northam
Bendigo Bank Toodyay

Vera Smart Toodyay
Annelines Hair Studio Northam 

Eagle Boys Northam
Liquor Marketing Group

Lareema Fashions Toodyay
Toms Photographics Toodyay

Regional Pest Control
Liquor Barons Northam

Number 90 Gallery Music Northam
Wheatbelt Safety Wear Northam

The Coffee Pot Northam
Eastways Merredin

Avon Woodworker Toodyay
Lime Fusion

Thrifty Link Hardware Northam
Toodyay Garden and Outdoor Centre

Avon Valley Bakery Northam
Sports Power Northam

Just Spectables Northam
Ella Bache Northam

Steve’s Hair Care Northam
Toodyay Home Fresh

Carpet Hotline Northam
Kids R Us Northam

Country Copiers Northam
Brewbakers Toodyay

Crafty Bitz and Art Supplies Northam
Northam Furniture and Bedding

Toodyay Tyre and Exhaust
Toodyay Hair Studio

Bruce Cleasby Toodyay
Pearl Pianto Toodyay

Northam Jewellery and Repairs
Wendouree Tearooms and staff 

Toodyay Scouts and Joey Scouts

“He had a good fern handshake.”

OOPS!  Either we made a mistake, or April Fools Day came early...the 
advertised Clearance Auction on Sunday March 20 was an advertisement which 
was accidentally printed from 2007.   Unless you have a tardis, we suggest 
you do not attend.  Many thanks to Liz and Laurie for pointing out the error.
PS.  Must have been Grant’s fault.
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AQUARIUS
FREIGHT

Water carrier in the
Shire of  Toodyay &

surrounding districts

WATER SUPPLIES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock

15,500 litre capacity
Contact Kevin Hogg

9574 2044
Mobile 0427 742 043

1. If we cannot make it home or contact each other we 
will meet or leave a message at:

2. An out of town person that our family can contact if we 
lose contact with each other:
Contact number:

3. The person responsible for collecting the children from 
school :

4. The person responsible for checking and replenishing 
the emergency survival items is:

In an emergency we will remain in our home/leave our 
home, unless advised otherwise. We will need to
prepare to look after ourselves for three days or more. 
In an emergency we will:
* Secure our home
* Collect our emergency survival items for our
  Emergency Kit
* Listen to the radio for advice and information

If we have to evacuate our home we will:

* Take our Emergency Kit and important documents with us
* Turn off water, electricity and gas (always seek
   professional advice before reconnecting)
* Neighbours that may need our help or can help us:

A plan of our house showing :
* Places to shelter * Exits * Assembly area * Fire extinguisher
* Where to turn off water, gas and electricity * Emergency kit

PLAN OF OUR HOUSE

* iN CaSe oF eMeRGeNCY dial 000  * PoiSoNS iNFoRMatioN 13 11 26 * dR WalKeY 089 574 2363

 “As it turned out, if we had held it on the 
Friday, it would have been a long weekend.” 
said Mr Pearce. “We brought it forward so 
that the issue would still be fresh in people’s 
minds, and the community responded 
amazingly well.”
 A karaoke machine, tent and two marquees 
were donated by Perth businesses, Eastways 
Merredin donated most of the food for the 
buffet and the Coca Cola Cafe staff banded 
together with the Freemason’s staff to help 
out on the night.  Other local businesses 
assisted with the coordination of the event; 
for example, Budget Cash Registers donated 
three tills.
 Originally seventy lots were listed in the 
catalogue, but as more people in Toodyay 
heard of the event the catalogue grew longer, 
eventually incorporating a mammoth 102 
lots. Most sold for at or above retail value.
  The total amounts raised for the event were: 
food buffet, $1500; personal fundraising 
by Leteah, $713.10, fundraising, $3,500, 
auction, $8,500 - grand total $14,855.49.  For 
details of contributors, see the Freemason’s 
Roll of Honour on page two of the Herald.

Making a Difference 
(continued from front page)

From left - young Toodyay Idol contestants 
share the limelight; above, Debbie Cording 
and her crew hard at work; below, proprietors  
John Pearce and Brian Dawes at the event
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letters
I SEE NOTHING wrong with cleaning up 
our act, including commercial, industrial and 
domestic when it comes to the environment; 
after all this is the 21st century and if we can 
create a better and more cleaner way of doing 
things we should – we have an obligation 
to do so.
 However, the last thing that we want is 
people jumping onto the environmental 
bandwagon and pointing the finger at 
everyone else. We are all consumers and 
therefore we are all equally responsible. We 
are all part of the problem but we can all be 
part of the solution if we work together and 
do our bit around the home and come up with 
simple ideas and solutions.
 It makes me laugh when these two-faced 
environmentalists complain and protest 
about coal power stations and on how they 
pollute the air and yet these people use the 
very power that they are complaining about. 
If they are so disgusted and concerned by 
the pollution why don’t they get their power 
disconnected from their homes and live in 
the dark? At least that way they would not 
be such hypocrites.
 Changing your light globes to the low-
energy globes does not make you an 
environmentalist nor does it give you the 
right to finger point. The truth is no one is 
100% green and, in a blackout these people 
are the first to ring the power company and 
complain and abuse the operator on the 
end.
 Sure the government could ban logging 
and replace newspapers and magazines and 
books with electronic form or do away with 
petrol for electric or natural gas cars and 
replace coal with geothermal but doing so 
would cost over a million jobs and force 
Australia into a depression, one that it may 
never recover from.
 The so-called carbon trading scheme was 
never about the environment, it’s a tax, that’s 
all it was and it is estimated that it will raise 
up to $20 billion in revenue each year.
 But, as far as I am concerned, all it will 
do is force up power, gas, petrol and food 
and put Australian farmers off the land as 
consumers buy cheaper imports and it will 
disadvantage Australian businesses with a 
higher operating cost and some may move 
to Asia.
 The Victorian bush fires were caused by 
three things: arsonists, drought and lack of 
controlled burning, Australia has always 
been a dry and arid country but even the 
Aboriginals had the good sense to throw 
a match to it each dry season. But the 
environmentalists had to stick their noses in 
and ban controlled burning because it caused 
smoke and killed wildlife and destroyed the 
bush. Well, how much bush and wildlife was 
destroyed in the fires?
 The government and CALM need to grow a 
pair and stop listening to these small minority 
of do-gooders who think that they know best 
and start doing what’s right for residents and 
the community and put the safety and lives of 
people first and look at the bigger picture.

David Hickling

TREES ARE MOST wondrous and 
magnificent things. They have existed since 
the world began and are so humble by nature. 
Without them what a terrible and stark place 
this world would be.

They have everything they need – sustenance 
from the soil and water to make them grow. 
That’s all they need and of course the sunshine 
to make them thrive.

I have thought about trees a lot and the 
conclusion I have come to is that they don’t 
need us at all. But I suppose that we as people 
have the unique privilege of being able to 
plant them.

Name and address supplied

AUSTRALIA IS UNIQUE in that it is an 
island and a country and a continent. The first 
inhabitants, the aboriginal people, have lived 
here amongst the natural environment for such 
a long time. Although our country is mostly 
desert its coastal habitat was very congenial 
and suited to our ancestors’ way of life. It’s a 
great shame that Australia’s heritage regarding 
its aboriginal people is not truly recognised.

The early settlers plundered and raped and 
caused so much havoc and destruction to our 
aboriginal people. Our forests were cut down 
and nearly completely destroyed. If in those 
times gaols were invented then I personally 
would rather have seen white Australians 
suffer the same as our native friends still 
did then. You can’t turn back time but our 
native people still have so much to give and 
I can understand that at times they feel very 
angry.

There must have been a time in the 
Dreamtime when our ancestors lived in 
harmony and peace with each other and there 
wasn’t anything like money, wealth, greed 
or worldly possessions or hatred amongst its 
people. The aboriginal people have had to 
adapt to our way of life and language and it 
must have been such a difficult undertaking 
for them. Life’s basic necessities like food and 
shelter were taken care of.

The aboriginal elders had more wisdom 
and fortitude than many people even realise 
today.

Name and address supplied

MOST OF YOU will be aware by now 
that I had to make the sad decision to close 
PinPricks at the end of February.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the loyal customers and helpers who 
supported me over the four years we operated 
in Toodyay, the “girls” who regularly 
attended the craft classes and all of you who 
helped create the friendly, social atmosphere 
which came to be part of the business.

I greatly appreciate your help in allowing 
me to establish and grow PinPricks and it was 
with some reluctance that Ken and I decided 
to return to our roots in Queensland and to 
eventually settle there in retirement.

I wish all of you well in the future and 
happy crafting!

Gai Martin

W I T H  T H E  S T I R L I N G  Te r r a c e 
and Duidgee Park upgrades nearing 
c o m p l e t i o n ,  o u r  t o w n  i s  r a p i d l y 
becoming a showpiece. The remarkable 
transformation is a credit to all those 
involved. However, now we need to improve 
the approaches to Toodyay.
 An appropriate entry statement is sorely 
needed, the outdated and somewhat kitsch 
welcoming signs have well and trully had 
their day. The so called ‘information bay’ 
with its termite riddled wooden structure 
and faded, defaced map with advertisements 
that feature seven digit phone numbers is 
not what one would expect from a town that 
promotes itself as a tourist destination.
 What is most embarrassing though is 
the avenue of litter and rubbish that lines 
the approach roads, especially the Perth 
road. I can understand Hannah Sheridan’s 
sentiments expressed in her letter of last 
month when she described her disgust at 
the roadside litter along that road. Certain 
local individuals and community groups do 
attempt to clean up our roadsides but it needs 
a major and concerted effort. The Shire has 
proved they will assist and ‘Keep Australia 
Beautiful’ by providing logistical support for 
litter pick ups. I believe it is possible to clean 
up the Perth-Toodyay Road from the Shire 
boundary to town by allocating sections to 
either community groups or individuals.
 It would be a marvellous achievement for 
Toodyay and indeed an effective fund raiser. 
Most importantly, we would send a very clear 
message to the broader community to respect 
the fact that the people of Toodyay are proud 
of their Shire and town and want to keep it 
CLEAN!

Greg Warburton

HI THERE 
Can you sing, dance, act or do you belong to 
a group that can volunteer time or talent?
We’re looking for people of any age, to 
be part of a concert in aid of the Toodyay 
Swimming Pool.  If you would like to help, 
please contact Shirl at 9574-5077, if you 
leave a message, please excuse my husband’s 
remarks on the answering machine, or 
on email at shirlsfairyland@yahoo.com.
au or you could mail me c/- The Toodyay 
Herald.   

Shirl Banks

JUST IMAGINE IT is a very hot day and 
there is a hot and strong north-westerly wind 
blowing, when you suddenly see a column 
of smoke rising rapidly, just downstream of 
town in the River foreshore. At the same time 
you hear a fire engine rush past with siren 
blaring. What do you do? Ring the Shire? 
Don't bother, they don't have an emergency 
plan.
 There is a train derailment at the Hamersley 
Street level crossing. You can see some 
very strange coloured gas or smoke drifting 
back towards town. What do you do? Ring 
the Shire? Don't bother, they don't have an 
emergency plan. You could ring one of our 
very dedicated local volunteer emergency 
organisations. That would only jam up 
their communication lines and divert scarce 
human resources. 
 Do you know who has the authority to 
order you to evacuate in an emergency? Do 
you or even the police know where the safe 
assembly points are located? 
 All the local volunteer and professional 
emergency groups are frustrated at the lack of 
progress towards the development of a Local 
Emergency Management Plan (L.E.M.P.) , 
despite the fact that there is a piece of state 
legislation (Emergency Management Act 
2005) which makes it mandatory for all 
Shires to have an emergency plan. 
 The legislation states that there must be a 
local committee formed to develop our own 
specific plan. Our local F.E.S.A. office in 
Northam has an officer who is available to 
all Shires in the region, with templates and 
other resources ready and able to assist in 
developing local plans. 
 Each time the Shire is asked for some 
details about an emergency plan the answer 
is always evasive and non committal.  One 
can only assume therefore that not only is 
there no plan, but the absolute minimum will 
be done just to comply with the legislation. 
 It would be interesting to know if the Shire-
run Food Festival has to have an emergency 
plan just as the Agricultural Show and other 
festivals do. To be fair to the Shire, they 
have been kept busy with other potentially 
life-saving policies such as the size, colour 
and font of all signage in the district. 
 Where has the leadership from our 
Councillors gone? Several of our Councillors 
are involved with the volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigades and/or St John ambulance. There 
is no excuse for Toodyay not to have a local 
emergency management plan. Toodyay 
residents should be asking questions of 
their elected member to insist that the Shire 
develop a L.E.M.P. as soon as possible.

Peter Robinson

In February we witnessed through the power 
of the media the power of nature when 
frightening infernos raced across regional 
Victoria. In northern NSW and North 
Queensland parched paddocks became 
raging torrents as flood levels went higher 
and higher. From amidst the overwhelming 
tragedy of the people who lost their lives 
in the bushfires came evidence and stories 
of neighbours who valiantly fought danger. 
Some were successful but many were 
sadly, tragically, defeated by the force of 
nature. As neighbours worked side-by-side 
to protect property and save lives, in safe 
zones and staging grounds others set up 
facilities to help. Representing a host of 
agencies from Australian Red Cross to the 
SES and the CWA these trained women and 
men provided vital support to the evacuees 
and victims as well as to the police, the 
ambos and the heroic volunteer firefighters. 
These are everyday people who are our 
neighbours.  
 That’s why the message for Neighbour 
Day on Sunday 29th March is ‘Celebrate 
Your Community’.  It’s the day to say 
thanks for collecting the mail, feeding the 
cat, taking the kids to school and for being 
there when I needed you most. Thankfully 
disasters don’t happen every day but luckily 
neighbours are always willing to help when 
they do. For more information visit www.
neighbourday.org 

Andrew Heslop
Founder – Neighbour Day, Sydney.

I UNDERSTAND THAT in 2002 Council 
passed a motion outlining its position on 
GMO’s, so why the present fuss?

Name and address withheld

WITH LARGE FEDERAL grants being 
offered to local councils for new projects, it is 
disappointing to hear that the results of three 
surveys have not been given high priority in 
considering applications.
  The surveys showed that:

aquatic facilities were the most desired •	
recreational facility in Toodyay;
 a recreational committee to examine •	
the possibilities of such a venture which 
resulted in one of three options being 
preferred; and
the production of seven options for •	
recreational facilities included a 
swimming pool, (resulting from a study 
by Community Development Leisure 
consultants).

 In recent history there has also been a 
referendum that was lost,  a statement by the 
CEO that there would be no aquatic centre 
in Toodyay until more funds were available 
and a second recreation committee to decide 
on the position, though this decision is not 
yet final.
 We have enough information to submit an 
application and consider the project has merit 
and that the community’s recommendations 
should have been carefully considered.
  It is hoped that the Special Meeting called 
for on Thursday March 5 at 4pm will have 
enough updated information to be able to 
meet the deadline, as a successful application 
will help to solve the problem of insufficient 
Shire funds for such a project.

Carol Plackett
Toodyay Swimming Pool Action Group

EARTH SOLUTIONS EXPO 2009
Recreation Centre, Northam

Sunday 29th March
9.30 – 4.00pm 

Free entry (donations welcome.)

Sustainable product stalls, hybrid cars, native and low 
water plants for sale, alternative healers.

Interactive workshops including Dept Water, 
‘how a river works’ model

Speakers, including Peter Andrews, 
(Back from the Brink, and Beyond the Brink). 

Children’s activities, music. 
Photo comp display. 

Healthy food  – in biodegradable containers.
 

 Ph. 9574 2306 for info/stall space/photo comp entry.
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Avon Water CartingAvon Water CartingAvon Water CartingAvon Water CartingAvon Water Carting
12,000 Litres

Domestic and Commercial Tanks also
Swimming Pools filled or topped up.

For  prompt and friendly service
call Phil and Sue Smith

Phone 9574 4201
Mobile 0427 525 005

It is important to remember that you and your 
family are responsible for the safety of your 
pets and animals during a disaster.
 If you plan ahead and are prepared for an 
emergency, your pets, livestock and other farm 
animals will stay safe and out of danger.

Before a Disaster

Make sure that your emergency plan includes 
your animals.
Check your local emergency plans to find 
out what arrangements are in place regarding 
temporary animal shelters and yards in times 
of major emergencies or disasters.
 Remember that most evacuation centres will 
not accept animals, except for guide dogs. If 
there is an evacuation centre that does accept 
animals, it may require proper identification 
and proof of vaccination.
Include these phone numbers in your emergency 
plan:
* your vet
* local animal welfare agency
* pet information and advisory services
* help for injured or trapped native animals 
(such as a wildlife ranger or animal rescue 
services). 

During a Disaster

Moving animals to a safer place
If you are moving your pets and animals to 
a safe place, you should do this is early as 
possible. This is so that you avoid risking your 
own safety and that of your pets. Remember 
that a late evacuation can be very dangerous.
 When your pets are likely to be at risk, every 
effort should be made to arrange to take them 
to a safer area. This might be with relatives, 
friends, and animal boarding facilities or to a 
temporary animal shelter or evacuation centre, 
which accepts animals.
Make sure that you supply:
* enough non-perishable pet food for several 
days and feed/water bowls
* a leash (possibly a muzzle) or a carry-cage, 
bag or box
* toilet litter or old newspapers
* essential medications and first aid kit
* your pets’ medical history and vet contact 
details. 
 Allow for the special needs of some 
animals:
* carry birds, rabbits, guinea pigs and mice in 

cages or pillowcases (tied firmly) or in secure 
boxes with small airholes.
* put fish in a large wide-necked jar with a 
secure lid. Fill the jar two-thirds with water. 
When travelling, regularly blow through a 
straw into the water to aerate it. Remove lid 
when stationary.
* frogs need a small covered tub with 2.5 
centimetres of water in the bottom and airholes 
in the top.
* snakes and lizards need to be put in a 
container with a secure lid and airholes, or a 
sack/pillowcase.
* as poultry and aviary birds are affected by 
smoke, make a hessian curtain around their 
cage and wet it down with water if there is 
fire. 
If you cannot take your animals with you
The RSPCA advises that animals should only 
be left behind when it is impossible to move 
them in advance or to take them with you.
If you do leave your pets behind, take these 
precautions:
* if possible, leave your pets indoors.
* if they have to be left outside do not tie 
them up.

✰✰✰✰✰WHITE GOODS
✰✰✰✰✰YOUR GOODS✰✰✰✰✰

✰✰✰✰✰FURNITURE
✰✰✰✰✰FARM EQUIPMENT✰✰✰✰✰

✰✰✰✰✰ALL GOODS
✰✰✰✰✰SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from
the metropolitan area and into the

surrounding areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113

Mobile 0409 118 019
Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE  REALLY EVERYTHING”

Toodyay Express

* place pets (separated) in rooms with small 
or preferably no windows. Use easily cleaned 
areas like the laundry, bathroom or toilet. Avoid 
rooms with hazards such as large windows, 
hanging plants or large picture frames.
* provide adequate food and water in large 
heavy bowls that can’t be tipped over. A slow-
dripping tap can supply a constant source of 
water.
* birds must eat daily so provide food dispensers 
that regulate the amount of food.
* in the case of flood, position a heavy chair or 
crate to allow access to higher refuge such as 
benches, cupboards or shelves where adequate 
food and water should be left.
* provide toilet litter where appropriate and 
separate bedding for each pet.
* make sure all pets are properly identified.
* tell a friend or relative where you can be 
contacted, where your pets are and what their 

needs are.
* leave a note for the emergency services 
indicating what animals they will encounter 
in the home (how many, where and how you 
can be contacted). 

After a Disaster

Because your surroundings might have 
changed following a disaster, animals can be 
disoriented, frightened or even aggressive.
So take care when releasing them and do so 
in a confined area to avoid them escaping or 
hurting themselves.
If your animals are missing, check with 
local pounds, animal shelters, animal control 
authorities and boarding kennels. Take a recent 
photograph of your pets, so that it is easier to 
identify your animals.
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the Bigger, Better 
Rainwater tank.

Nigel Saunders
Toodyay

FREECALL 
1800 115 552

9572 9335   
0428 295 693

Capacity 52,000 lts - 
575,000 lts 

Healthy water storage
Full range of colours

Any Old Ruins On 
Your Property?

During January, the Toodyay Historical 
Society was alerted by a member of the 
public to the demolition of the ruins of one 
of Toodyay’s historic cottages.
 This reminded us of the need to have the 
Shire’s Municipal Inventory of Heritage 
Places updated so that all ruins are identified 
and photographically recorded. We have 
many such ruins in our landscape, which add 
to the sense of this being an historic town and 
district.
 We realise these ruins can’t last forever. 
Many are constructed of mud brick and 
have lost their protective roofing iron and 
verandahs. Over the past century they have 

slowly melted into the ground.
 We would urge all property owners to 
consider photographing any ruins they may 
have on their properties and have a good look 
around the surrounding areas for household 
dumps. Generally all that is left in these 
dumps are broken crockery, glass and iron, 
which gradually get washed onto the surface. 
And, of course, we would love a copy of your 
photos and anything of interest you might 
discover!
 Other interesting features near these former 
cottages and homesteads are remnants of 
old gardens and trees such as roses, palms, 
olives, fig, citrus and mulberry trees. All are 
worth noting.

Dr Robyn Taylor
President

 Toodyay Historical  Society Inc

Bushfire Appeal 
‘Essentials’ Drive

Toodyay Scouts and Joey Scouts have 
banded together with the community to 
conduct a toiletry drive for the Victorian 
Bushfire Appeal.
  Local seamstress Dot Hall stitched and 
embroidered fifty calico drawstring bags, 

Joey Scouts created illustrated letters of 
support and Dean Carter of IGA coordinated 
donations of toiletries and essential items 
from the community.  Over twenty large 
boxes of toiletry items were donated – a 
wonderful response from a compassionate 
community.
  The Scouts packed the bags on Thursday 
night and the toiletries are travelling to 
Victoria via Father Brian Morrison’s appeal.  
Thank you to all concerned.

Shires Set To 
Investigate Merger

Shire of Chittering CEO John Merrick has 
stated that Chittering Shire is well placed 
to merge with Toodyay, should forced 
amalgamations be implemented across the 
state.
 Toodyay CEO Graham Merrick agrees, 
citing the upcoming community benefits 
analysis as a valuable exercise which will 
provide both Shires with information about 
the benefits of structural reform.
 “Chittering and Toodyay have a lot in 
common and face some similar issues 
relating to population growth extending out 
from the outer metropolitan region to the 
peri-urban regions,” he said.
 “Toodyay has the second highest growth 
rate in Western Australia, and Chittering has 
the highest.”
 The analysis  wil l  not  investigate 
amalgamation with other Shires, despite 
a previous submission by the Shire to the 
Local Government Advisory Board which 
recommended that Gidgegannup be included 
in the Toodyay Shire rather than the City 
of Swan. A recent public meeting at the 
Wongan Hills Shire investigated the prospect 
of amalgamation with other Shires and was 
heavily attended by several local government 
authorities including the Shire of Moora and 
the Shire of Victoria Plains.  
 The meeting follows an announcement 
from Local Government Minister John 
Castrilli that all of the State’s 139 councils 
should consider merging with neighbouring 
municipalities.  Mr Castrilli said that forced 
amalgamations could be introduced via 
legislation if there were an insufficient 
response from councils.
 At a community information session held 
on 21 February, Mr Merrick responded to 
questions raised about the issue and said that 
although there was no requirement to hold 
a referendum on the issue, he anticipated 
that there would be significant information 
sharing with the community and that he 
‘anticipated that the Town Hall would be 
filled for one or two days’ for information 
sessions following the community benefits 
analysis findings.
 “We should allow the community to 
determine its own destiny,” he said.
 Shire President Charlie Wroth acknowledged 
that as a fifth generation Toodyay resident he 
would personally have a great deal of trouble 
with the concept if the merger should happen, 
but said that he would accept the outcome.

Paranoia Industries
Not long ago, it was possible to fuel a car 
for under a dollar a litre. This is in a time 
remembered with fondness by motorists, 
back in the hazy days of 2004. Since then we 
have experienced a steady rise of fuel prices 
that has turned topping up into a strategic 
challenge plotted out weeks in advance 
with the help of things like FuelWatch. The 
reasons for the rise are all well known – 
wars in the oil-producing nations have cut 
supplies, as has the passing of that terrifying 
monster known as Peak Oil, the limit of the 
global petroleum supply. 
However, out in the domain of the conspiracy-
nut (otherwise known as the Internet), 
several other theories are propounded. There 
are technologies out there that could ensure 
all of us a near-permanent supply of cheap, 
clean fuel, whether for our houses or our cars. 
The reason we haven’t seen any of these, the 
conspiracists claim, is that they have been 
held back by governments built on the trade 
of coal and oil and even nuclear power, or 
by multinational corporations controlling the 
supply of these. 
There are two levels to these theories, 
depending on the technologies that are 
apparently being kept from us. The first, and 
more plausible, level is that the development 
of renewable-energy-based technologies like 
solar power, wind farms and electric cars 
is being slowed by these shady, powerful 
groups. This is possible because all these have 
been proven to work and work effectively. 
The second level details strange, arcane 
things like cold fusion, perpetual motion and 
zero-point energy. Just mentioning these to 
any respectable physicist will send them into 
a fit of giggles: they are impossible according 
to current physical laws. Of course, this 
could merely be another example of the 
cunning dark powers who want us to keep 
buying their expensive, dirty power.
Of course, there’s more to it than simply 
whether the technology works or not. Is it 
possible to keep that sort of information a 
secret? Several inventors, both now and in 
the past, have claimed they were offered 

large sums of money for the patents on their 
research, and that they were threatened when 
they turned the offers down. Two such men 
who died under “mysterious” circumstances 
are Stanley Meyer in 1988 and Eugene 
Mallove in 2004. Both these deaths are held 
up by conspiracists as proof of their theory, 
despite the fact that an autopsy on Meyer’s 
body revealed he was killed by a cerebral 
aneurysm. 
It could be argued that the secret was not well 
kept at all, and that it is the conspiracists that 
know the truth. There’s no doubt at all that 
energy multinationals have the resources to 
buy people out, have them watched or even 
to set assassins on them should the deal go 
bad. The coal industry in Australia is worth 
$60 billion a year, and even that is nothing 
compared to the amount of money taken in 
by the Arabian oil merchants.  
In the end, of course, we cannot know whether 
amazing energy-producing technologies 
are being kept in the dark by greedy 
governments and mysterious multinationals 
or whether we simply haven’t got around to 
discovering them yet. As with all conspiracy 
theories, the argument will continue to rage 
on the Internet until something is proved 
indisputably correct.

Morgan Goodman

Arts Toodyay Paper 
Collage Workshop

A paper collage workshop held on Sunday 
15th February by the talented Bettina Scobie 
resulted in many works of art created by a 
number of participants.
  Bettina’s beautiful work inspired the artists 
to create a number of works on paper, 
whilst obeying the two principal rules of 
paper collage - have fun, and don’t run with 
scissors!
  The Arts Toodyay group meets regularly 
at the Old Police Station to share skills and 
work together.  Upcoming events include a 
drawing workshop by renowned artist Wendy 
Lewer and an exhibition at the Moondyne 
Festival.  
  For more information phone John on 9574 
4664.  

Above; one of the works produced at the 
workshop; and below, participants at the 

Arts Toodyay Paper Collage Workshop

Calling All Gamers
Toodyay Telecentre is looking for players for 
a LAN gaming session.  
  This is an opportunity to enjoy the fun 
of network gaming with others in a safe 
environment.  You’ll need your Pentium IV 
PC or laptop, monitor, keyboard, mouse, 
mouse pad, power cables and a copy of the 
games you wish to play.  Your PC will need 
to have a mid level graphics card and at least 
1 gb of RAM.
  Available games include – Tom Clancy 
Vegas 2, Battlefield 2 AIX, Battlefield 1942, 
Call of Duty 4, GTR 2, Silverfall Earth 
Awakening (RPG).  Games can be supplied 
with update patches for those who do not 
have the required programs or patches.
  If you think you have what it takes, phone 
the Toodyay Telecentre on 9574 5357 or drop 
in Monday to Friday after midday.
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FOR SALE

►    6 BRAND NEW TOWNHOUSES!    ◄
• Main Street Frontage  • Single Storey Luxury Fit-out  • Landscaped Gardens  • Walking Distance to all Amenities

PRICED FROM: $310,000
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST INVITED NOW!  ( P.S. One already sold. Be Quick!!)

HELP!!!
Due to excellent sales in January & February we urgently need the following listings:

WANTED: HOUSES IN TOWN. 3 -4 BEDROOMS  10 ACRES WITH SHED  20 – 50 ACRES WITH QUALITY HOME
We have buyers waiting now!!!

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
Rental Tax Deductibility

ARE YOU AWARE? 
Income tax laws require that you declare any income you receive as a result of renting out your investment property. 

However, you can claim expenses incurred in the production of that income such as the following:
 AGENT’S FEES

These are fully deductible and include Agent commission and incidental fees that may arise from the 
management of you property. You can also claim inspection fees.

 BORROWING EXPENSE
Expenses such as broker’s commission, survey fees, application fees and stamp duty may also be claimed 

where funds borrowed are solely for income producing purposes, such as investment property. 
 MAINTAINENCE AND REPAIRS

Expenditure on general repairs and maintenance to your investment property is deductible. 
This does not include alterations, improvements or extensions but it is advisable to keep a record of the expenditure,

 as it can be included when calculating capital gains on the sale of the property.
 

Please contact the helpful, friendly staff at RAYWHITE AVON VALLEY for assistance in your rental property requirements.

   PRINCIPAL’S PEN
      WOW! WE HAVE BEEN BUSY!!

Even though there is talk of the sad 
economy we have managed to keep 
busy selling properties. 

January and February have been excel-
lent months for sales. Our problem now 
is we are desperately short of listings. If 

you are serious about selling today then 
give us a call and we may be able to of-
fer you some advice on the best way to 
dispose of your property. The advantage 
of being part of the Ray White group is 
becoming increasingly important to you 
(our vendors) as through our state-wide 
network of Ray White Offi ces you can 
be assured of obtaining a property that 
is excellent value in today’s market

Try the strength of RAY WHITE you 
might be pleasantly surprised

Until next month: 

Cheers 

Tony Maddox
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The image above shows well known 
identities, Tommy and Tottie Ferguson 
heading off home, after a ‘day in 
town’.
 Before leaving home, the sulky would 
have been loaded up with eggs, butter 
and whatever fruit and vegs were in 
season. A regular round of customers 
took most of it, then the remainder 
would go to the Coorinja green grocery 
and wine bar in exchange for a bottle 
or two of rough red. The horse was 
then let out of the shafts in the stables 
at the Victoria Hotel while they had a 

cup of tea at the Wendouree Bakery and 
Tea Rooms. Tottie did the necessary 
shopping while Tommy would check out 
the Vic bar in case any of his old mates 
were in town.
 The old horse, Blackie, needed no 
directions. If Tommy was alone and 
dozed off, Blackie would walk on and 
stand patiently at the gate until someone 
came along and opened it. Hardworking, 
unpretentious folk. Tommy, the fourth 
generation of Fergusons to live in 
Toodyay and Tottie, the third generation 
of Chittys.

As We Were in the Early 50s Back in the olden days, a lot of Toodyay 
people used to tan skins, such as fox skins, 
possum skins, kangaroo skins and calf skins 
and, when tanned, used them for fl oor mats 
or sewed them together to make nice bed 
covers. Sometimes fox and possum skins 
were worn as clothes. 
 All skins were stretched into squares then 
nailed to tree trunks or mud batt walls of 
houses to dry. Then they were taken down 
and scrubbed with a brush to clean them and 
make them fl exible. They were then put in 
wooden troughs of water with red gum from 
a Redgum tree and strips of Mallet bark from 
Mallet trees. Red gum was collected from the 
trees by nailing a tin to the trees and cutting 
into the gum vein. 

Ron Waters with a red gum tree, collecting red gum sap 

Some people would add chook or duck 
feathers, so the oil from the feathers made 
the skin nice and soft. Then, salt was added 
so the skins would last a long time. The skins 
were soaked for a couple of days, dried and 
scrubbed again, then put back to start the 
process again. This went on for about three 
weeks.

The skin was dried again and scrubbed 
with a very stiff brush and was ready for 
use. My dad and grandfather made nice bed 
covers and fl oor mats. This was done a lot by 
Toodyay people in the olden days, and they 
lasted a long time and looked very nice.

Ron E. Waters

Tanning Skins in Toodyay in the Olden Days

Saturday March 14, 2009  7.30pm 
 The West Australian Mandolin Orchestra is 
making a return appearance at the Toodyay 
Memorial Hall on Sat 14 March, after a 
successful concert in the town last year.  
 The Orchestra combines the sounds of 
mandolins, mandolas, guitars and bass 
guitars, and under the musical direction of 
Robert Schulz, will present a varied and 
entertaining program with something for 
every musical ear.

Mandolin Concert 
– Toodyay 

Memorial Hall

 The concert will also feature storyteller 
Dennis Wills, who will recite some of the 
ballads and poetry of Banjo Paterson.
 WAMO has produced two CDs entitled 
Impressions: Themes & Dances and 
Procession, and these will be available at 
the event.
 The concert commences at 7.30pm and 
refreshments will be available.  All are 
warmly welcome.
 For further information, visit our website 
at www.wamo.com.au or phone 9337 4109 
or 9331 7414.
www.wamo.com.au

DIAL 000 FOR AMBULANCE

Egg Pocket Meatloaf
This  summer dish  is 
delicious, economical and 
nutritious. Each slice is 
‘solid’ and I fi nd that two 
thin slices, together with 
salad or hot vegies, is a 
substantial meal. 
Ingredients:

500gms low-fat mince
125gms bacon, chopped
500gms sausage meat
Level teaspoon salt
1 cup soft breadcrumbs
2 onions, chopped fi nely
Pinch pepper

Pinch mixed herbs
1 egg
2 teaspoons chopped parsley
½ cup milk
3 hard-boiled eggs
Loaf tin, greased  

Method:
Place low-fat mince, sausage meat, fi nely 
chopped onion and chopped bacon in 
a large bowl and mix thoroughly. Add 
breadcrumbs, parsley, salt, pepper and 
herbs - continue to mix thoroughly. Add 
the egg and enough milk to make a pliable 
mixture.
  Place a small amount of the mixture in the 
loaf tin to cover the bottom to a depth of 

1½ cms (½ inch) compressing the mixture 
with the back of a spoon to make a fi rm 
base. Place the three hard-boiled eggs 
length ways and mould the remaining 
mixture around and over top to cover them; 
continue to compress the mixture with the 
back of a spoon.
  Bake the meat loaf in a moderate oven 
for 1½ hours. Allow to COMPLETELY 
cool in the loaf tin. There will be a small 
amount of greasy liquid surrounding the 
loaf so carefully lift the loaf out of the tin 
(I do this with two egg slices) and rest 
on a plate covered with several layers of 
absorbent paper – refrigerate.

   Enjoy!!!                           
Desraé Clarke

Recipe Corner
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school news
Opportunity to Make 

a Difference
A NOT-FOR-PROFIT organisation linking 
students experiencing difficulties at school 
with mentors is calling for support from the 
local community.
 The School Volunteer Program is looking 
for volunteers to become mentors or role 
models to young students at Toodyay District 
High School.
  School Mentors in the program are 
required to visit schools for one hour a week 
during normal school hours.
 With tough times comes an opportunity for 
the local community to make a difference 
and becoming a School Volunteer Program 
mentor is one such way.
 The requirements for a successful mentor 
are patience, empathy and life experiences 
to share.
 If you feel you would like to become a 
mentor please contact Glenys Day on 0439 
444 380 or visit www.svp.org.au

Help a Child Learn 
– School Volunteer 

Program for Toodyay 
District High School.

Toodyay District High School is again 
calling for local community members to 
join their very successful School Volunteer 
Program.
 The objectives of the programme are to 
utilise the abilities of community volunteers 
to encourage and guide children and young 
people who may benefit from a mentoring 
relationship. The program also supports 
children to strive and achieve their full 
potential for the future, by encouraging 
positive attitudes to learning and improving 
life skills.
 The programme has been successfully 
running for several years at Toodyay District 
High School thanks to the support of local 
community members. This year the program 
will be coordinated by Mrs Marilyn Piper 
as Mr Greg Wadley is on Long Service 
Leave.
 A volunteer assists a young student on 
a one-to-one basis and becomes a mentor 
and role model to that student. Mentors 
come to the school during normal school 
hours usually once a week for one hour. 
Our mentors devote full attention to their 
students, whilst providing encouragement 
and taking an interest in their efforts.
 An orientation workshop will be provided 
to all mentors at the school prior to them 
commencing the program. Workshops are 
free of charge and cover such topics as 
Drugs and Suicide Awareness; Listening and 
Communication Skills; How to Read Easily 
and Issues Facing Young people Today.
 Mrs Piper said mentors do not require any 
formal qualifications as this is not a teaching 
program. Patience, life experiences and an 
empathy towards young people are the most 
important skills. All mentors are required to 
have a valid Working with Children Card. 
The school can assist with advice on how to 

Local Student 
Support for Victorian 
Bushfire Relief Fund

Students at Toodyay District High School 
raised over $1,300 for the Victorian Bushfire 
relief fund with a money trail.
 All students from Pre-primary to year 10 
participated in the fundraiser, which was 
organised by the Student Council under the 
guidance of Mr Stephen Pountney.
 Over $1,300 was raised at the school on 
Thursday 19th February due to the generosity 
of staff students and parents who emptied 
their pockets of small change.
 The money trail was built during lunch time 
and stretched through the entire inner school 
area, from the base of the school canteen 
stairs to the administration block at the front 
of the school.
 Mr Pountney said it was a great opportunity 
for our students and local community to 
once again show their civic responsibility 
in helping our close neighbours during such 
a horrific disaster.

Year 9 Student Councillors Sara Catto and 
Kirsty Egerton

obtain the card.
 Inquiries about joining The School Volunteer 
Program may be made by telephoning Mrs 
Marilyn Piper on 95742296, at Toodyay 
District High School.

The View From 
My Living Room 

Window
I am British by birth and, as I like to say, 
Aussie by choice.
 As a migrant teenager, I soon came to 
enjoy the words of the poet, Dorothea 
Mackella ‘My Country’:

 I love a sunburnt country,
A land of sweeping plains,
Of ragged mountain ranges,
Of droughts and flooding rains. 
I love her far horizons,
I love her jewel-sea,
Her beauty and her terror –
The wide brown land for me!

 These words have always spoken to 
my heart. While still loving and often 
missing the lush green countryside of my 
English heritage, I grew to appreciate and 
grow very defensive of my now chosen 
country, brown or otherwise.
 Our Toodyay is  so much l ike our 
recently devastated Eastern States family 
that I am, now, even more aware of 
our vulnerability in our isolation. My 
husband and I talk about what we should 
do in the event of a fire, and I am still 
unsure of which policy is the best - to 
stay or flee.
 The words to a favourite hymn of mine 
come to mind: “When through the woods 
and forest glades I wander, and hear the 
birds sing sweetly in the trees. When I 
look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
How great Thou art.” As I now stand in 
the corner window of our living room 
and look down into the open valley to the 
far horizon, I see a not-so-lush country 
before my eyes, but yet still so beautiful. 
I cannot bear to imagine it scarred and 
blackened by some thoughtless cigarette-
butt-throwing person or even worse by 
some mindless thrill-seeker bent on 
impulse and demonic forces.
 To look down and see little patches 
in the valley now parted by roofs of 
homesteads where families live and 
love, where retirees come for time-
out, I grow fearful for the future of our 
Toodyay – our Hamlet of hearts. How 
would we as a community cope? I know 
of course we would. After all we are the 
true ‘Aussie Battler’ and, as part of this 
land, we would rise above the damage 
and move on no matter what. But what 
of the cost?
 I love this corner of Australia, I love 
its open friendly people, Its variety 
of pastures and rolling hills. I love its 
history and its village atmosphere. I 
would grieve its loss by fire as a mother 
grieves the damage done to a beautiful 
child, but I would still love this land, 
nonetheless.
  The wind is strong again today. I love to 
feel its power and freshness on my face, 
but it could also bring pain and death.
 I pray we are never confronted with 
the hell-fire of the past few weeks that 
have caused devastation and scarred lives 
forever.
 The extremes that we live in, whether 
it be floods or droughts, feast or famine, 
this is Australia. She keeps us on our 
toes, and we have to respect her many 

ways. We must learn from our indigenous 
brothers and sisters, for they have loved 
this land far longer than we have. 
 This is the strange beauty of this - our 
Australia. The strengths and weaknesses, 
the pain/terror and glory it carries become 
a mantle of majesty and splendour found 
nowhere else in the world.
 In a few days, from under the ashes and 
dust of lives lost, of homes obliterated 
from the face of the earth, will come 
regenerated life, strong and beautiful as 
before. 
 Life and death will continue. After all, 
we are in His hands, and these things will 
go on until He chooses otherwise.
 Le t  u s  no t  t ake  fo r  g ran t ed  ou r 
surroundings, and enjoy every little bit 
of our earthy heaven here in Toodyay.
 This is truly our Living Room; let’s 
live love and learn for the future of our 
children and our children’s children.

Anne Skinner

It’s so good to see so many old and new faces 
at Playgroup for 2009. For those who are 
still on the mailing list but we haven’t had 
the pleasure of seeing yet, we would like to 
remind you that we are open every Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9.30 - 11.30 am.  
 Members can choose either full-time or 
casual attendance. This option is reassessed 
each term by personal preference. Full-time 
fees are $25 for one child or $30 for two or 
more children per term. Casual fees are $3 
for one child or $3.50 for two or more per 
term. Insurance to Playgroup WA is also 
payable at an annual fee of $28. There is a 
free Toodyay Playgroup Shirt and Hat with 
all 2009 enrolments.
 Birthday wishes this month go to Dylan 
Greenhill who turns 2 on 7th March.
 For all queries please call Bindi Baxter 
(President) on 9574 4430
A.G.M
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
26th March, starting at 10am. 
 All playgroup members are invited to 
attend. Attendance is highly encouraged as 
the information and decisions made at this 
meeting affect your playgroup.

Toodyay Swimming 
Pool Action 
Committee

Last month we expected further funding 
stimulus to be put up by government in 
the near future for infrastructure projects.  
We have just found out that the Australian 
Government’s infrastructure fund has 
been expanded to offer more money and 
an extended deadline.   So again, if you 
want a pool, or indeed a heritage and 
interpretive centre, then contact your 
councillor and make your views known. 
There is always the possibility of two 
projects being submitted. We also have 
the Royalties for Regions money coming 
our way.  There has never been a better 
time, it seems, to get that swimming pool 
built.
 The Recreation Committee met on 19th 
February, and is due to meet again at 
the end of April. Community members 
of this committee are Alan Maclaren, 
Beth Frayne and John Clarke.  Council 
members are Frank Panizza, Bethan 
Lloyd, Debbie Larkin and Charlie Wroth.  
Minutes of the committee meeting should 
be on the Shire of Toodyay website for all 
to view.  
 We will be holding an Easter raffle on 
3rd and 4th April outside IGA.  We are 
looking forward to everyone’s ongoing 
support. We also have our pens for sale 
for $3 each at Makit Hardware and at 
Toodyay District High School. All funds 
raised by us go into our account at the 
Bendigo Bank and not to the shire.
 Our next committee meeting is on 9th 
March at 12:30pm at the Freemasons 
Hotel. We do need some new members, 
so come along .
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Trading hours:
Mon—Fri: 7.30am 
to 5.30pm
Sat: 7.30am to 4.00pm
Sun: 8.00am to 1.00pm

We cut keys

Hay

Stockfeed

Potting mix

Gas Refi lls

Stockists of Onga Pumps

Agents for Hills Gas 
and West Coast Poly tanks

     TOODYAY 
HARDWARE AND 

FARM

119 Stirling Tce, 
Toodyay

Ph:  9574 2970

NOW IN STOCK

Natural pine cat litter
       2 sizes
       Biodegradable
       Silica free
New range of ‘Roc’ power tools.  
Good value and well priced

Pea straw- supporting the Bejoord-
ing Fire Shed

Leatherman multi tools

Treated pine sleepers

FIRE FIGHTING PACKAGE

600LT TANK
5.5HP HONA/ONGA PUMP

25MT HOSE ON REEL\PLUS 
ALL CONNECTIONS

$1779

MARCH SPECIAL

Pea straw and sheep 
manure

Purchase any two and 
buy a third for half 

price 

Bejoording Babble
Goooooood day sports fans, 
 We started off the year with a 4WD 
weekend trip to the mouth of the Hill River. 
Three cars lined up for the event, our trusty 
Nissan Navara, piloted by me, co-driven 
by Ash and Beck, with special comments 
provided by Darb. A top of the range 
Nissan Pathfinder, piloted by Ian and his 
son Jack and a Toyota Landcruiser whatsit 
and thingymebob. I’m sure it must be top 
of the range, coz Sharron and Grant are like 
that. Grant by the way, has had no 4WD 
experience at all. So of course, both Nissan 
owners were just foaming at the mouth to 
haul the Toyota out of its first bog.
 We arrived at the Lancelin Dunes and 
proceeded to reduce our tyre pressures down 
to 20psi. We peered inside Grant’s car to 
tell him what levers to pull... and there were 
none. We poo-poohed modern technology 
even though the Pathfinder had exactly the 
same set up, and started on our way. Talk 
about traffic! There were cars on the beach 
everywhere, and nearly all of them were 
coming towards us. The beach being narrow, 
we decided to evacuate to let all the traffic 
pass by us. My car bogged down. No sweat, 
I’ll let more air out of the tyres and we’ll be 
right! (Thinking, “I knew I should’ve gone to 
15 psi.”) The Navara made it out, the Toyota 
made it out but Ian’s not coming with his top 
of the range Pathfinder. Alas, the first car to 
be hauled out was a Nissan. Seventeen-inch 
rims with lowish profile tyres meant that it 
was best for Ian if he didn’t stop anywhere 
on the beach where the sand was soft.
 We continued on our way and, the beach 

being narrow, Darb decided that she could 
reduce her special comments if she sat in the 
back and let Ash in the front. More oncoming 
traffic was arriving so Ian, being in the lead 
this time, headed for the ocean side and made 
it through without a prob. I came next, and 
couldn’t seem to stay in his wheel tracks as 
I slowly crabbed my way nearer the water. 
Darb by this stage could see the water, and 
was wondering if there was a seat available 
with no windows at all! I wasn’t stuck, I just 
couldn’t get back up the slope from this soft 
sand.
 I commented that there’s a theory that the 
sand IN the water is harder so proceeded 
to reverse into it. This prompted LOTS of 
special commentary from Darb in the back 
seat who now had her eyes tightly shut! The 
theory proved correct, and I managed to build 
up enough speed to pop back onto the wheel 
tracks where we’re supposed to be. Once I 
caught up to where Ian was parked, I looked 
back to see how Grant was doing and ... he 
was doing just fine. We may have to think 
of nobbling his Toyota somehow! How can 
you learn to go 4WDing if your 4WD keeps 
stopping you from getting into trouble!
 We all made it to the Mouth of the Hill 
River, caught some skippy and a stingray (my 
first, I’m very proud), saw a million prawns 
in the river and slept out in the open. In the 
morning we had bacon and eggs, and some 
fish, then headed on home. Begrudgingly, I 
may have to accept that an automatic Toyota 
Landcruiser whatsit and thingy me bob could 
be a quite capable 4WD. 
 Our next event was our trip to Adventure 
World. I got kicked out even before I got in! I 
had our esky with soft drinks that I’d packed 
and some nibblies etc. that Darb packed, and 
so Ash, Emma and I lined up with the rest 
of our motley crew, Spark Mark, Samantha, 
Kia, Shane, Paul, Jake and two others whose 
names escape me, when security walk up 
and ask to inspect my esky. “No problems 
Mate!” I says, jovial as I always am, as I flip 
the esky lid, and find staring me in the face... 
two stubbies of beer! Uh-oh! I look up to the 
security man who looks in my esky then at 
me and says “Mate they either have to go 
in the bin or back to your car.” I can’t even 
say, “Honest officer, I didn’t know they were 
there!” So I look at Ash and Emma, grab the 
two stubbies and start the long and lonely 
trek back to my car. Special Commentary to 
Darb will be delivered later. 
 All nice and legal now, I was allowed into 

Adventure World where we met Heather and 
her family. The most competitive ride of the 
day was the 6-lane speed slide, where tactics 
employed by the younger folk consisted of 
sticking their hands out in front to try to 
break the finish beam first. I’m glad to say 
that since they didn’t have 6’ long arms, 
Spark Mark and I ruled the slide! 
 The Community Group Meeting was held 
on the 14th February, where a Calendar of 
Events was organised, and a reminder that 
fees were due by the next AGM in April. 
The fees will remain the same at $25 single, 
$50 for a family. It has been worked out 
that if you attended all the events this year 
as a single, it will cost you $75 as a non-
member. It pays to join! It was also agreed 
to donate $250 to the Victorian Bushfires 
Appeal. We’re also trialling that our meetings 
be changed to a Wednesday night, to help 
generate numbers. 
 Our next Feast Night is Wednesday 4th 
March from 6pm and will be a Steak Night. 
Members free, non-members $5 a head. Our 
next event is a 4WD PICNIC on Sunday, 
15th March, leaving the shed at 10am. 
Members free, non-members $5 a car. 
 Our next meeting is our AGM on Wed. 1st 
April, 6pm. That night is also Taco Night! 
Members free, non-members (of which there 
won’t be any?) $5 a head. 
 Don’t forget the Community Shed is open 
every Wednesday from 6pm. Come along 
and pick up a Calendar of Events, or check 
out the blackboard to find out what’s next on 
the agenda. 

See ya then then, 
Kim Leonhardt. 

.

Feral wildlife, dawn Hill River Mouth - 
Thanks, Kim, for what may be possibly the 
most offensive photograph published in the 

Herald this year - Ed

An Early Montessori 
Experience

Puggles Playgroup taking enrolments now – 
limited places available.
Not just a playgroup but a structured learning 
environment. An article adapted from Wikipedia 
quotes, ‘One distinguishing feature of Montessori 
at the preschool age is that children direct their 
own learning, choosing among the sections 
of a well structured and stocked classroom, 
including Practical Life (fine and gross motor 
skills), Sensorial (senses and brain), Language, 
Mathematics, Geography, Science, and Art.   
Puggles Playgroup leader Mrs Felicity Brown 
plans and organises the activities and is always 
on hand with a truck load of patience and advice 
to guide parents in helping their children.
  Puggles Playgroup caters for young people 
aged 18 months to four years, on a Monday or 
Wednesday, 9.30 to 11.30am. Puggles Playgroup 
is at the Playgroup, Community Centre, Stirling 
Terrace, Toodyay.
  We are also asking for letters of support in 
opening a Montessori school here, in the hope of 
giving us and our children a choice in education. 
Please forward your support to tmontessori@
bigpond.com.
  So stimulate your child’s mind and contact 
tmontessori@bigpond.com or phone 9574 4553 
for a 2009 enrolment package. Otherwise speak 
to Puggles Playgroup leader Felicity on 9574 
4254 for general information or to organise a 
trial day.

Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566

PHONE/FAX 9574 2922

0-12 YEARS -
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL
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Bejoording Volunteer 
Bushfire Brigade

HOT.
WINDY.
 If these two conditions occur together, 
please remember that you cannot 

Angle grind outside •	
Weld outside •	
Drive motorbikes or cars in •	
paddocks... outside.

 We’ve attended at least one fire started by 
angle grinding on such a day, and besides the 
owner having his heart in his mouth because 
his property is burning before his eyes, 
he also got slapped with a fine of several 
hundred dollars for doing such an activity 
during a Harvest Ban.
 Harvest Bans, Vehicle Movement Bans 
and Outside Works Bans are broadcast on 
the ABC local radio network, and you can 
also find out if there on by phoning the Shire, 
or your local Volunteer Bushfire Brigade, 
whose phone numbers can be found at the 
bottom of this article. 
 However, if you are not in a position to 
contact any of the above, then please observe 
the opening two lines of this page. If it’s HOT 
and WINDY, do something indoors.
 Just as the tide recedes slowly back into 
the ocean, so Mark D’Alton is slipping back 
into the general populace. We have seen 
him release his grip on the Captaincy, slip 
and slide from Active Member and now is 
saluting as he sinks from Ancillariship. Old 
age can do that you know. We’d like to thank 
him for all his help and advice over the years, 
and wish him well in his future endeavours. 
As long as the receding tide isn’t the start 
of a tsunami, all should still be well. Toodle 
Mark.
 We held our Fire Meeting on the 21st 
February and, other than general housework, 
it was also passed to donate $250 to the 
Victorian Bushfires Appeal. Other discussions 
at the meeting brought up the issue of pagers 
and phone SMS. The coverage of these two 
services is all over the shop, sometimes 
individual phones will receive fire SMS, 
others won’t and some or none of the pagers 
go off. So, in light of this, all people on roster 
will have a UHF radio, left on Ch. 27. If 
anyone receives an SMS, or if anyone’s pager 
goes off, they are to call up on Ch.27 to make 
sure everyone is aware of the fire call out.

Central Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade

The devastating tragedies caused by fire that 
have occurred in the eastern areas of Australia 
remind us of community vulnerability and the 
need to plan. A family plan should be ALWAYS 
in place and updated at least yearly, if not more 
frequently. The decision to LEAVE EARLY 
or STAY AND DEFEND one’s home and 
property is a plan and decision all families 
must make – don’t wait until a disaster is 
pending!!!
 Include the children in the ‘decision-
making’. Simple explanations can be given to 
them, before the occurrence of a frightening 
experience, to include them in the planning to 
help minimise fear and panic and to get them 
to ‘help’.
 If the decision is to ‘LEAVE EARLY’ 
make a list of essentials that your family will 
need to pack. Some of the following may be 
examples:

Radio, with batteries, to listen to updates •	
of the situation;
Medications;•	
Water;•	
Enough food for 24 hours;•	
Baby food;•	
Baby bottles and pacifiers;•	
Children to each take their very special •	
toy;
Mobile phone;•	
Photographs;•	
Non-synthetic cover-all clothing ie long-•	
sleeved tops, slacks, trousers or overalls;
Cotton or woollen socks and covered-in •	
footwear; 
Brimmed hat;•	
Change of underclothes;•	
Toiletries;•	
Essential papers – wallet, credit cards, •	
passports, etc;
Pet, pet cage, leash and small amount of •	
pet food;
Woollen blankets•	

 If the decision is to ‘STAY AND DEFEND’ 
there are a number of essential things to check 
and preparations to be made such as:

Radio, with batteries, to listen to updates •	
of the situation
Ensure the generator and water pumps are •	
functioning
Connect garden hoses and check their •	
function
Cover an evaporative air conditioner or •	
keep the fibre wet with a garden hose
Gutters to be free of litter•	
Place a tennis ball into each of the downpipe •	
openings and fill the gutters with water
Fill buckets with water and place •	
strategically around the house
Fill sinks, baths, fish ponds etc with water•	
If there is surrounding lawn dampen as •	
much as possible
Have fire rakes, ordinary rakes and shovels •	
available
Have a ladder inside the home and one •	
outside 
Wear non-synthetic cover-all clothing •	
ie long-sleeved tops, slacks, trousers or 
overalls
Wear cotton or woollen socks and covered-•	
in footwear
Have several cotton handkerchiefs available •	
to use as masks

 To ensure your property is as ‘fire safe’ 
as humanly possible the following list is a 
suggestion:

Ensure your alternative ‘escape route’ is •	
usable, that is, free of obstacles such as 
fallen trees, large rocks, wash aways, etc
Check your generator regularly (we check •	
ours on the first day of the month and 
don’t turn the calendar till the check has 
been done!)
Check water pumps regularly•	
Keep all guttering of both the home and •	
sheds free of debris
Have an ‘inflammable-free’ area around the •	
home, buildings and all sheds
Maintain, and have available, an ‘updated’ •	
list of inflammable and toxic materials 
housed in sheds
Trim overhanging trees from buildings•	
Notify Western Power urgently if you have •	
ANY concerns with overhanging trees and 
power lines.

 The following sources of information are 
available from the Shire office, at the FESA 
office, 79 Newcastle Street, Northam on 
9690 2300 (24hrs a day, 7 days a week) or 
by contacting the FESA office on 9323 9300, 
email fesa@fesa.wa.au or website www.fesa.

Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Many people have approached fire brigade 
members asking whether we will ever see such 
shocking fires as Victoria has experienced in 
the last month. The short answer is yes… and 
no! 
 Why the confusion? Well, ‘yes’ because we 
had similar weather conditions in 2007 when 
we had the Julimar Forest and Chatcup fires. 
Wind changes protected so much property that 
we were indeed lucky. ‘No’ because we have 
different types of vegetation, less flammable 
material on the ground and most Toodyay 
properties have a reasonable amount of clear 
space around them.
 The above is an oversimplification of the 
facts and should not be quoted as gospel in 
regard to this situation. The long and the short 
of it is that we should be very aware when 
living in a rural environment of the hazards of 
bush fire and take care to be prepared for the 
possibility of its affecting us.
 The Fire and Emergency Services Authority 
(FESA) and the Toodyay Shire is holding a 
public information session to be held at the 
Toodyay Memorial Hall on 19th March that 
all concerned residents should attend.
 In Julimar, we had a request from a group 
of concerned residents who live in a cul-de-
sac to attend and speak to a meeting on this 
very matter. It was well attended and speakers 
Charlie Wroth, our Fire Control Officer, Heather 
Wearmouth, our Captain and Dave Chitty as 
the landholder adjoining the cul-de-sac spoke 
about the possibilities and responsibilities of 
residents in such situations.
 Whatever area you live in, pop down to your 
local Brigade’s Fire Shed and meet the firies, 
talk to them and collect some information 
(most keep FESA brochures and DVDs in 
stock). The Shire provides information with 
every rates notice you receive, too.
 Many of our members put their hands up 
to go over to Victoria to give the local firies a 
break but, despite having our bags packed and 
being prepared to leave at a moment’s notice, 
the call from Vic did not come.
 We had a few callouts last month; nothing too 
drastic but three returns to one fire proved that 
we cannot be complacent here. The little bits 
of rain we’ve been receiving are not stopping 
the possibility of fire.
 February training was a goer! Although 
numbers were down, it was a workable 
group and map reading was the subject. After 
getting the attendees to test their skills in the 
‘classroom’, we hit the road to find various 
‘points of interest’ such as watering points, 
streets and properties that are commonly 
referred to in communications.
 March training at 10am on 8th March will 
be on basic communications and fire fighting 
skills. All members are strongly encouraged to 
attend.
 Brigade meetings are held on the first 
Saturday of each month with this month’s 
meeting on 7th March at 6pm followed by our 
BYO BBQ.
 ‘The Fireplace’ is open from around 5pm on a 
Friday night for crew changeover and for some 
quiet interaction with Brigade members. Even 
if you’re not a member, come along and have 
a chat about your preparations for fire, find out 
about your bush fire brigade and, maybe, even 
join up as either a fire fighter or auxiliary.

 Our next meeting is to be held on Saturday 
21st March, at 6pm. Big Bazza’s Bejoording 
Barbecue Bangers will be in plentiful supply, 
and we hope to see you all there.
 
 For further information, or any enquiries, 
call us up on Ch.27, or phone our Captain, 
Lawrence Haywood on 9574 5106, our First 
Lieutenant, Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or the 
Shire, Ranger Services 9574 4555. Come 
direct to the Fire Shed if you like, any Friday 
from 6pm till at least 7pm.
 And please remember, if it’s a fire, call 000 
FIRST!
 See you around the traps.

  Kim Leonhardt
 

Coondle-Nunile 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
January has come and gone with a few more 
fires attended. Talk about Keystone Kops 
with a fire call @ 2100hrs to Woodendale 
Road / Woodlands Road / Hall Road / Nunile 
Road – where? Luckily it was a quiet affair 
and the boys had put it out prior to the many 
units converging on the scene.
More fires down the railway line had us 
scrambling right left and centre on the 
Sunday for the first one and then again when 
it flared back up again on the Monday. Fire 
Bombers and Helitacs were the order of 
the day.
More fires along the railway line & River 
Road, well attended from all, on Sunday, 
Monday, …
Training for January was well attended, it’s 
amazing, because I didn’t tell anyone what 
it was going to be and a a lot more people 
turned up, just to change tyres on the units, 
wow. February’s was just as good, back 
to basics on Safety & Survival on the fire 
ground. Looking after, number one, yourself, 
number two, your mates, number three, 
everyone else.
Our next meeting is on Saturday 14th March 
at 1700hrs (5pm) sharp.  Followed by dinner 
after the meeting. Gents – best tie, ladies – 
nice dress. If you have any queries, check 
with Kerry Gregory, our logistics officer/
social director on 9574 4470.   New members 
and visitors are welcomed.

wa. gov.au:
The booklet, ‘The Homeowner’s BUSH •	
FIRE SURVIVAL MANUAL’ ISBN 978-
0-9751711-7-2
BUSHFIRE STAY OR GO KIT -  making •	
the decision ‘Should I Stay or Should I 
Go?
An 18 minute DVD ‘BE PREPARED’ – •	
Your guide to preparing your property for 
the bush fire season.

Each of the above sources sets out useful hints 
on what to do for those living in rural, semi-
rural or bushland areas.  
 The next training for Central Brigade will 
be held on Thursday 12th March, meeting at 
the Fire and Emergency Services Centre at 
6pm. For further information contact Central’s 
Secretary 6364 3609.
 The next General Meeting of the Central 
Brigade is on Tuesday 24th March commencing 
at 7.30pm and held at the Fire and Emergency 
Services Centre. New members are very 
welcome. We need you - whether you can 
be an active fire-fighter or can contribute 
as an ancillary member – we need you!!!

Compiled by Desraé Clarke
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The Rural, Remote and Regional (RRR) 
Women’s Network Reference Group plans 
to further improve its communication tools 
to strengthen the network over the coming 
year.
 The decision was made at the meeting of 
the group in Perth this month, organised to 
set the future direction and activities for the 
network.
 RRR network executive officer Kerry 
Regan said members from throughout 
Western Australia attended the meeting. 
 “The RRR Network is in a unique position 
to provide a communication conduit across 
a plethora of groups and organisations, 
because its membership reaches across the 
whole of the State,” Ms Regan said.
 “In the coming year we will take measures 
to further improve our RRR Network 
website, the web-based meeting room, and 
our emailed newsletter and magazine.
 “The network encourages all women to 
contribute articles, photographs, stories and 
other information to provide a wide cross-
sectional view of all communities in WA.”
 Ms Regan said members of the reference 
group lived in regional areas and were well 
aware of the issues which impact on women 
and their families.  
 “The group brings together a broad range of 

interests, expertise, background and a strong 
networking capacity among women leaders,” 
she said. 
 “The reference group is also an important 
forum for issues and opportunities affecting 
women, their families and communities.”
 Ms Regan said rural radio provided a 
critical communication service to RRR 
WA.
 “The meeting provided an opportunity 
for the reference group to discuss how the 
ABC coordinates ‘harvest ban’ alerts, and it 
considered how these could be improved. 
The RRR Network is also keen to ensure 
that interesting and relevant programs are 
broadcast to regional WA,” Ms Regan said

RRR Network Reference Group members 
2009 (clockwise from back left) Trish 

Barron, Port Hedland; Kelly Howlett, 
Port Hedland; Kirrilee Warr, Yuna; Karen 

Crouch, Kalgoorlie; Dianne Westlake, 
Carnarvon; Natalie Manton, Yealering; 
Jenifer Collins, Northam; Sally Rayner, 

Bruce Rock; Amanda Lovitt, Australind; 
Penny Goldsmith, Kununurra; Kerry 

Regan (Executive Officer); Nicol Taylor, 
Carmel; Kate O’Keeffe, Gnowangerup and 

Louise House (Chair), Watheroo. Absent: 
Kellie Guest, Esperance and Irene Mills, 

Pithara.

Rural, Remote and Regional Women Across WA

Morangup Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Since our last fire chat, we have seen a 
tragedy of immense proportions unfold 
in Victoria. The terrifying bush fires have 
wreaked havoc across so much of the state 
and our thoughts and prayers are with all 
those who have suffered misfortune during 
this devastating turn of events.
 It seems timely to remind everyone how 
important it is to have an effective fire 
management plan in place to make certain 
we are prepared for any eventuality. This 
could mean ensuring we have reliable water 
sources available to us, or still being able 
to implement our plans if we were to suffer 
a power outage. More information can be 
found at www.fesa.wa.gov.au.
 A fire at River Road kept the volunteers 
busy last week and prevented the brigade 
team from attending the corporate night at 
the Toodyay Bowling club, ensuring their 
position at the bottom of the table was firmly 
cemented.
 In preparation for the ‘off’ season, requests 
for hazard reduction burns have already 
started to come in. For those contemplating 
a reduction burn during the winter months 
please contact the brigade Captain as early 
as possible.
 Remember if you see a fire, CALL 000. 
DO NOT call local brigade members.
 We extend a warm welcome to all new 
members and remind residents that the 
Morangup Brigade meets on the third 
Wednesday of each month and all are 
encouraged to attend. The next ordinary 
meeting will be on March 18th 2009 at 7pm, 
with the AGM being held on April 1st 2009 
and 10am.
 Stay Safe.

MVBFB

In the Face of 
Adversity Neighbours 
Count on Each Other

As the full horror of the worst natural 
disaster in Australia’s history begins to 
be understood, heroic tales of neighbours 
joining together to save lives and protect 
their communities have begun to emerge.
 In Victoria 31 fires are burning, at least 
210 people have died, 750 homes have so 
far been destroyed and an estimated 5000 
people are now homeless. 330,000 ha has 
been burned out and authorities are warning 
some blazes may burn for weeks.
 Around 3000 CFA volunteers, 3500 DSE 
firefighters and resources from other states 
are tackling the Victorian infernos. Over 
500 Australian Red Cross volunteers are 
registering evacuees, providing first aid 
and supplying meals to fire victims and 
firefighters.
 “While  the  devastat ion has  been 
widespread the danger continues and many 
communities in North East Victoria remain 
under very serious threat,” said Neighbour 
Day founder Andrew Heslop.
 “Already stories of neighbours risking 
their lives for each other are being told. 
In one instance near the fatal Kinglake 
inferno a man found his neighbour on fire 
and immersed him in a swimming pool
for over six hours until emergency services 
could get through.
 “In another incident a man hid behind his 
hot water system with a wet blanket over his 
head while hosing his neighbour’s home.
 “Sadly whole towns like Marysville 
and smaller villages have been destroyed 
but the overwhelming message from 
survivors is that their communities will 
be rebuilt. Residents who have lost homes 
are absolutely resolute – they will stay and 
rebuild.
 “We have not yet begun to appreciate 
the full horror of these fires and in some 
instances the worst is yet to come. As 
disaster areas move into recovery phase 
Australians must reach out to the people 
who have lost everything by donating 
money to buy clothes, food and blankets.
 “But we must wholeheartedly thank the 
brave CFA volunteers who are continuing to 
put their lives on the line to prevent further 

carnage,” Andrew said.
 Neighbour Day - Australia’s annual 
celebration of community - is always held 
on the last Sunday in March (Sunday 29th 
March 2009).
For  more  in format ion  v is i t  www.
neighbourday.org
 To support bushfire victims and their 
families donate to the Australian Red Cross 
Bushfire Appeal at www.redcross.org.au or 
call 1800 811 700.
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Post Holes 300mm and 600mm diameter
Trencher
Mini Excavator
4 in 1 Bucket
Rotary Hoe
Rock Breaker
Grader Blade
Underground Cable location

Avon Dingo

          Phone
Rob or Sara Welburn
     9623 2313
          Mobile
   0429 379 726

PPS Don’t let the phone number fool you
- we are Toodyay Residents!

ONE MACHINE CAN DO IT ALL

HIRE MACHINE - (with bucket only)

Caught again! There have been a few times 
in the past when the agenda looked like an 
early night. This month also had that look 
about it with just two items, both relating 
to the keeping of more than two dogs, apart 
from the usual monthly cheques and financial 
statements. But as has happened before 
something else was brought up to cause the 
meeting to last for quite a while longer.
 Let’s start with question time however. 
Once again there were several questions 
relating to the Shire’s finances, mainly 
concerning the accounting procedures. On 
a separate matter one questioner asked if, 
in the light of the disastrous Victorian fires 
could the Shire’s emergency evacuation plan 
be widely advertised so all residents knew 
what to do. Instead of a simple yes or even 
no the amazing answer was’ we will take that 
question on notice’. When pressed by another 
question if there was an evacuation plan, we 
received the same answer. It can only be 
concluded from these answers that (one) we 
don’t have an evacuation plan and(two) the 
Shire are not prepared to admit this oversight. 
This is despite the fact that F.E.S.A. rate 
Toodyay as the most vulnerable town in 
Western Australia to the threat of fire, this 
includes some of the satellite subdivisions. 
It is not as if the Victorian disaster is the first 
wake-up call we have had, our tragic fire of 
two years ago and even other previous fires 
should have prompted an evacuation plan 
as well as hazard reduction programmes for 
Toodyay.  It is mandatory for all Shires to 
have a Local Emergency Management Plan 
(L.E.M.P.) See the Emergency Management 
Act 2005.  This plan has to include all 
possible disasters, including fire, flood, and 
train or truck mishap with hazardous goods: 
eg; gas, toxic smoke, toxic liquids etc.
 The highlight of the evening was a 
presentation to the Shire from the Toodyay 
RSL. Representing the Toodyay branch of 
the RSL were Bruce Prior, John Adams and 
Lou Kidd. The RSL is to be congratulated 
on its efforts to make it possible for two 
students from the Toodyay District High 
School to travel to Sandakan for the Anzac 
Day memorial service. The RSL thanked the 

shire for their support in this very worthwhile 
project, and presented to the Shire President 
Councillor Wroth a framed certificate of 
appreciation. Cr Worth thanked the RSL 
on behalf of the Council and expressed the 
council’s delight in assisting this community 
project.
 Af te r  the  ‘more  than  two dogs’ 
recommendations were quickly dealt with, 
we came to the cheques payable for the 
month and the monthly statements. You 
may remember that the December monthly 
statement was deferred for a month for some 
corrections. Well, the December, along with 
the January statements were both deferred 
for a month because there were still some 
problems to resolve.
 It was almost time to go home when 
Cr. Firns moved to have ‘an item of new 
business of an urgent nature introduced by 
decision of meeting’. The issue was to do 
with genetically modified canola (GM).
 I’ll go back one step here. At the last 
council Forum there was a question from 
the West Australian Local Government 
Association (W.A.L.G.A.) asking shires what 
was their position on the wide scale trials of 
growing GM canola and also the transport 
of same. Because Forum is not allowed to 
make decisions and W.A.L.G.A. needed an 
answer before the next council meeting, all 
councillors were asked for their personal 
opinions on the matter to be forwarded to 
W.A.L.G.A. Subsequently it was discovered 
that the W.A.L.G.A. deadline was not until 
after the February council meeting but before 
the March meeting. This gave an opportunity 
for council to have a meeting decision. Cr. 
Firns’ point was that several councillors 
who could have sent personal opinions to 
W.A.L.G.A. will be ineligible to vote at a 
council meeting because of a conflict of 
interest. That is the background and then the 
fun started! Councillors Wroth, Panizza and 
Jackson left the room and Cr Summers was 
away on holiday. This left no chairperson 
and only five councillors. A show of hands 
election placed Cr Firns in the chair. There 
was some strong debate at this stage as to 
whether the motion should be heard or not. 
On a 3 to 2 decision the matter was heard. 
There were two motions for debate. (One) 
that the Council opposed the trials of GM 
canola in the shire of Toodyay and (two) 
that the council opposed the transport of 

GM canola through the Shire of Toodyay. 
Cr D’Alton spoke vehemently but eloquently 
opposing each motion that came forward. Cr 
Larkin was also most adamant in her speech. 
At one level of course it could be read as 
those for GM verses those against GM, 
however Cr Larkin said that she may well 
be personally opposed to GM crops but was 
strongly against the motions on the grounds 
that there had been insufficient time to seek 
the community views and form an opinion. 
In this situation there was of course no advice 
from the staff. The C.E.O. Mr. Merrick 
could give no verbal advice because, as he 
explained, he is not up to date with this issue. 
Nevertheless the issue of GM food crops has 
been in the public domain for some years 
now and to say that no one knew anything 
about GM as one councillor claimed, was a 
bit far-fetched.
 Later in the debate Cr Larkin, in my 
opinion, got it right when she suggested that 
Council have a default position of opposing 
GM trials and transport until a proper policy 
is formed. This unfortunately was not brought 
forward as an amendment. Eventually both 
motions were passed 3 to 2. Although this 
whole debate was supposed to be about GM 
canola trials it seemed to me to be more 
about a power play and alleged abuse of the 
process. When the absent members returned 
the C.E.O. was able to assure everyone that 
all was above board and correct procedure 
had been adhered to.
 Despite all the very strong words and 
heightened emotion it was, when all is said 
and done, merely a reply to a W.A.L.G.A. 
question! I must admit that I was expecting 
the C.E.O. to tell us that the motion needed 
an absolute majority, which would have 
meant that all five remaining councillors vote 
the same way. What made it somewhat funny 
for me was the fact that the Toodyay Shire 
has a position on GM crops which had been 
debated and passed some seven or eight years 
ago (before any of the current councillors and 
staff were in their current positions).
 Our early night turned out to be another 
late one!

Peter Robinson

PS. The area of the state which GM Canola 
trials will be allowed has been announced.  
Toodyay is not in this area.  This means 
that for our Toodyay farmers nothing has 
changed; they are able to grow ordinary 
canola as usual.

Unsung Heroes 
Deserve Fair Deal 

Western Australian employees should not be 
forced to sacrifice annual leave to volunteer 
for emergency services, Shadow Minister 
for Emergency Services Margaret Quirk said 
today. 
 Ms Quirk said a green paper had been 
drafted to investigate quarantining leave 
entitlements for the State’s 2000 emergency 
service volunteers, ensuring they are paid 
normal wages while volunteering and 
training, without it affecting their paid leave 
entitlements including annual or personal 
leave. The green paper bill, anticipated to be 
ready in time for the resumption of Parliament, 
proposes state emergency service volunteers 
be paid during work absences for a period of 
up to two weeks. The paper also proposes up 
to 14 days annually for training and would 
prohibit employers from terminating or 
prejudicing the career of volunteers. 
 “It is a reality that there are emergency 
service volunteers, particularly those in 
regional areas, who want to do more volunteer 
work but are restricted by threats of termination 
from their employers,” she said. 
 “We are putting this idea out for public debate 
and are looking forward to consulting with 
employers, community groups and volunteer 
organisations to hear their opinions.” 
 Ms Quirk said Labor would look into a 
range of models to fund the proposal which 
could result in volunteers being treated in a 
similar way to Defence Reserve personnel. 
 “Employees pick up valuable skills by 
volunteering which can be brought back to 
the workplace.” Ms Quirk said.  Western 
Australians rely on volunteers to help protect 
them from natural disasters including fire, 
cyclones, flooding, storms as well as accidents 
and search and rescues.
 “Natural disasters that have recently affected 
both the East and West coasts of Australia 
are a timely reminder of the huge role that 
volunteers play,” she said. 
 “There have been ongoing discussions 
with Federal Government to secure tax 
deductibility for emergency related volunteer 
expenses. We would anticipate that these 
discussions will proceed in tandem with the 
draft green paper.” 

The Toodyay 
Historical Society 

(Inc)
An exciting programme for this year has now 
been organised.
 Highlights include a trip to Perth in May 
where we will visit the East Perth Cemeteries 
for a memorial service in honour of the 
Pensioner Guards our Toodyay Antiques 
Road Show in July and a two-day excursion 
in September to Nungarin to see the historic 
Mangowine Homestead and other attractions. 
Details of these events will appear in this 
column and in our bi-monthly newsletter.
 Our excursion this month will be to ‘The 
Range’, which was once part of the original 
Mount Anderson land grant. The place is 
about 5km out of town on the right hand 
side of Goomalling Road. The entrance is a 
few hundred metres beyond the old shearing 
shed, which is close to the road. Go down 
the track next to a set of double white gates 
(these lead into a paddock). Meet at the 
Visitors Centre at 10am for carpool. Bring 
morning tea and/or picnic lunch.
 On a more serious note and, in the light 
of what happened in Victoria, the Society is 
very concerned about the risk of losing this 
historic town if a fire protection/emergency 
plan isn’t in place. Apparently Toodyay is 
considered to be a town at very high risk. 
To this end we have written to the Shire 
requesting such a plan is established with 
representatives from a number of relevant 
organisations. A separate article appears 
elsewhere in this issue of the Herald.
 A short article about the need to record 
the ruins in our rural landscape also appears 
in this issue. The photos appeared in the 
February issue but not the story! Better luck 
this time.
 Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 
18th March, 7pm at Donegan’s Cottage.
 For information about any matter to do with 
the Toodyay Historical Society, or how we 
may assist you or your group, please contact 
our Secretary, Beth Frayne on 9574 5971 or 
President, Robyn Taylor on 9574 2578.
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage, 
which is open to the public every Thursday 
from 1pm to 3pm. You will find us on Toodyay 
Street in the Toodyay Showgrounds. 
 Membership is $10.

Robyn Taylor
President 

Toodyay Kindergym
Think Toodyay is miles from the beach? 
Think again! Kindergym is bringing the 
beach to Toodyay. So far this term the 
children have been fishing, surfing, played 
beach soccer and walked the wobbly jetty. 
With so much fun happening, the children 
don’t even realise that they have also been 
practicing the locomotion and balancing 
skills needed to do all these beach activities. 
So keep your cool, keep the young ones 
entertained and join us on a Friday morning 
at 9:30am in the air-conditioned Pavilion at 
the Showground.
 It’s always a delight to see the children 
socialising during and after class, forming 
firm friendships which last them well into 
their school years and assist their transition 
into the school environment. 
 Our AGM will be held on March 6th just 
before class. All office bearer positions 
will be open for nominations so please 
have a think about how you may be able 
to contribute to the club to ensure its 
successful continuation. Also at the AGM 
we will be voting on potential changes to 
our constitution, a copy of which will be 
available for your perusal over the next 
couple of weeks.
 Toodyay Kindergym would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 2008 Committee 
Members for their hard work and dedication 
during last year, despite some turbulent 
times. You only need to look at the skills 
development of the children and the fun they 
have to know that your commitment was 
worth it. 
 For more information about Toodyay 
Kindergym, please contact our Head Coach, 
Rene on 9574 4708.
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www.westerncellars.com.au
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Specials available from 4th March until 10th March 2009, or while stocks last. Retail quantities only. All prices inclusive of GST.  
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Pictured, above:  Harry after giving Bandit 
a ‘little present’ - three nice machine gunned 

shots to the arm.  

All hail Toodyay Scouts, Venturers and Rovers, 
kings of paintball.  At least that’s what Maida 
Vale Scout Troop was saying by Sunday 
afternoon.
  With about twenty people on each side 
(Toodyay versus Maida Vale) we went out 
to WASP paintballing in Clackline whilst 
Wingnut took a few of the younger Scouts out 
to Hoddywell Archery Park, where the kids had 
a great time.  Many thanks to Bandit, Whatever 
and Books for inviting us to the event.
  Hero of the first game was Sammie D of the 
Toodyay Rover Crew, who selflessly went out 
into a hail of paintballs to throw the flag onto 
the Maida Vale hut roof, winning the game.  
All players worked well as a group and it was 
with great joy that they proclaimed their victory 
to Maida Vale, who went off with a box of 
tissues for a little while then came back with 
a vengeance.  They won the next game, too, 
although our guys tell us that they ‘let them win’!  
Some of the Scouts also told me that they didn’t 
know there was a flag involved during the next 
game – good on you, people!  Best injury on 
our side for that round went to Courtney, who 
copped a paintball in the back of the head.
  The last game of the day was team on team 
and last man standing.  Chris from Toodyay and 
Bandit from Maida Vale were tied as winners, 
which ended the match pretty evenly.  High 
Noon challenges were carried out – this is one 
on one warfare with each player standing twenty 

paces from each other and pegging each other 
with paintballs.  They included Bandit versus 
Ben, a Maida Vale Scout; Kiah versus David 
Newman, a former Scout who we were very 
happy to see on the day; Harry versus Whatever 
(Harry is now known as King of Paintball for 
damaging Whatever in unspeakable ways) and 
Jordan versus Locke, who had best injury of the 
day – dual nipple shot with bleeding!
  Although the day was marred by an incident 
where one car ran over a Rottweiler who was in 
a ute in front and travelling to Northam – RIP, 
Daisy, we found out later – a great time was 
had by all.  Bandit was later heard to say that he 
‘thought that paintballing was the scariest and 
most dangerous thing he had ever done in his life 
and he never wanted to do it again’…we may 
have taken that completely out of context but 
Scouts have never been known to let responsible 
journalism get in the way of a great yarn!
  The weather made Saturday night’s camp 
more interesting at the Hall and some Toodyay 
pranksters made Bandit’s return really interesting.  
Bad luck that the ladder was broken that we used 
in roping up his personal kit to the roof, but a 
thoughtful leader had taped an A6 (accident and 
incident report) to the bag in case he died or was 
injured when recovering it.
  A challenge has been issued to Brayden, Jake 
and Ben for the next paintballing match at High 
Noon – be there or be square, guys!
  Thanks to the marvelous Dot Hall for making 
beautiful toiletry bags for the Victorian Bushfire 
Appeal – Dean Carter from IGA in coordinating 
donations from the community – community 
members for donating and the Scouts for putting 
the bags together. 
  Next activity is Surf School at Lancelin this 
weekend.  Please bring your approval forms 
to Scouts on Thursday night – we’ll see you 
there!

  Yours in Scouting - Dropbear

Locke shows off some multiple bruising 
after the third game

Coup For Earth 
Solutions Expo

The second Earth Solutions Expo - Northam 
29th March, has Peter Andrews, featured on 
Australian Story, as the key-note speaker.
 Over 30 years ago Peter bought ‘Tarwyn 
Park’, a run down 2,000 acre grazing 
property near Bylong, in the Upper Hunter 
Valley. He quietly set about testing theories 
developed as he was growing up on a station 
near Broken Hill. By 1976 Peter Andrews 
claimed the model he set up on Tarwyn Park 
was an example of a sustainable agricultural 
system. Andrews has recently produced a 
follow up book to Back to the Brink, called 
Beyond the Brink.
Farmers may be interested to hear another 
land-care speaker, in John Cashmore – 
Hyden broad-acre farmer, who farms bio-
dynamically, with impressive results
 Sustainable food production, on a smaller 
scale, will be covered by environmental- 
award winner Caralyn Lagrange. Caralyn 
believes she regained her health after serious 
illness through eating organically grown 
food. The increasingly urgent subject of 
seed-collection will also be covered in her 
talk.
 Fire, drought and economical rationalism 
have many people who are planning to 
build:thinking again. Ecological architect, 
Gerard Siero designs functional, enduring, 
ecologically and culturally appropriate 
architecture. Gerard is also an Al Gore 
presenter and involved with Men of the Trees 
and numerous other projects. Naturopath, 
Helen Parker will speak on ‘The Five 
Secrets Of Wellness and Longevity’. Helen 
has studied Physiology, Biochemistry, 
Nutritional Chemistry and Iridology.  
 The popular ‘how a river works’ model 
displayed by the Department of Water at 
the first expo, will feature again, but with 
more space this time, the full model will be 
presented. 
 WWF will be on board to promote ‘Avon’s 
Most Wanted’ – a public awareness project 
highlighting ten endangered species. WWF’s 
Carnaby cockatoo mascot will no doubt 
draw children, as will the popular baby farm 
animal display. Children will also be offered 
craft activities and more energetic pursuits. 
 Several food outlets will offer organic and 
vegetarian food and all will be presented in 

biodegradable containers. Special recycling 
bins will be provided to encourage those 
attending on the day, to think differently 
about what happens to what they throw 
away.
 Earth Solutions Expo, whose inaugural 
event was held in Toodyay in 2007, was 
highlighted as the feature recipient of Zero 
Waste Funding, (Department of Environment 
and Conservation, for 2007). The Toodyay 
Race Course site was left almost litter free.
 Commercial stallholders will include 
hybrid and low carbon cars, solar technology, 
native and low water plants. A composting 
workshop will be of help to those planning 
a more water wise garden.
Alternative healers will offer a range of 
modalities inside the spacious ‘Rec Centre’ 
at what many will know as the ‘show 
grounds’.
 A photo competition has been organised 
with substantial prizes. (Details were 
displayed in the last edition of The Toodyay 
Herald.) The entries will be displayed at the 
Expo.  
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when and where they meet
Toodyay Music Club

All our singers, toting their various guitars, 
double bass, ukuleles and violin, were out in 
force this month, providing a terrific night’s 
entertainment. 
 Allan and Leila are a powerful combination 
on guitar and double bass and their singing 
this month was really impressive. It’s hard 
to believe Leila has been playing the double 
bass for such a short time – it seems the 
instrument was just made for her.
 We welcomed Nancy back after her 
extended time out of town. It was good to 
hear the accordion again, with tunes like the 
‘Christina Waltz’, and ‘Road to the Isles’. 
Jeanette’s contribution included her beautiful 
rendition of ‘If Wishes Were Fishes’ and 
Jan delighted us with Patsy Cline’s classic 
signature tune, ‘Crazy’.
 Great to see Kathy and Rhonda have been 
practising and increasing their repertoire, 
with a hilarious, ‘Itsy Bitsy Teeny Weeny 
Yellow Polka Dot Bikini’, although there 
was apparently some disappointment that 
they had not dressed accordingly.  They are 
getting better every month.
 I  don’t think there would be any 
disagreement when I say that the high point 
of the evening was when our newest member, 
Shirley, performed an absolutely stunning 
version of ‘Summertime’. The audience was 
enraptured. 
 As always, it was a pleasure to hear Frank’s 
version of ‘Where Do You Go to My Lovely’, 
then we enjoyed the blend of strumming 
with finger-picking when Joe joined him for 
‘Streets of London’.
 Spencer has been successfully branching 
out into ‘picking’ as well, on the ukulele, 
which opens up a whole new world of songs 
to play – this month he and Teddy treated us 
to ‘One Day at a Time’ and ‘We’re a Long 
Time Dead’. 
 The ukulele band really had the hall 
rocking with, ‘This Old House’.  It was quite 
a contrast but equally enjoyable shortly after 
when Allan switched from this to the lovely 
lament he had written for his mother. 
 Another happy and stimulating evening, 
with plenty more to look forward to.
 COUNTRY AND WESTERN NIGHT 
COMING ON 13th MARCH. Join us 
as audience or performers, and hear for 
yourself the amazing variety of styles and the 
considerable talent to be found in our club.
Next Meeting: Friday 13th March. Any style 
of singing or instrumental performance is 
welcome, so long as it is ‘acoustic’. 
 Toodyay Music Club Inc,  Second Friday 
of each month, 7pm at the CWA Hall. For 
further information contact Teddy or Spencer 
on 9574 4492.

Jenny Edgecombe

Toodyay Ratepayers 
& Residents 

Association (Inc)
The Toodyay Ratepayers & Residents 
Association (Inc) has continued to meet on 
a monthly basis to discuss matters of interest 
and importance to residents of the Shire as 
well as to interact on a social basis. We have 
changed our meeting nights to the THIRD 
TUESDAY of each month as this has been 
easier for members to attend at the CWA 
Hall. It has proved a good opportunity for 
residents to meet new people and to discuss 
issues that arise. Being informed is of great 
assistance in dealing with the Shire on a 
wide-ranging variety of issues.
 Issues dealt with recently have included 
the Rural Road Numbering Scheme, the 
disposition of funding from both State and 
Federal Governments, the apparent secrecy 
of Council Forum meetings, proposed 
amalgamation of our Shire with one or more 
other Shires and the accountability of the 
Shire in regard to spending ratepayer funds 
amongst other minor matters.
 Councillors are welcome to attend our 
meetings and we are pleased to note that 
some take this opportunity to interact with 
us in an informative and positive manner.
 We are always pleased to meet new, as well 
as long standing, members or visitors to our 
meetings and to get ideas and views of issues, 
both positive and negative from as many 
people as possible. Discussions take place in 
an amicable and friendly atmosphere, the aim 
being to listen to all views before reaching a 
decision as to the Association’s position on 
any matter.
 We look forward to old members renewing 
their interest and new members developing 
an interest.
 Remember, CWA Hall at 7 p.m. on the 
third Tuesday of each month. See you there 
maybe?

if your details need updating, email toodyayherald@westnet.com.au
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public notices
Senior First Aid Courses
The following dates have been provisionally 
booked for Senior First Aid for 2009.
28 and 29 March – Bolgart. Contact Valerie 
Cale 9627 5248.
16 and 17 May – Toodyay. 
28 June – Flexible Learning – Toodyay (CD 
or workbook required)
25 or 26 July – Toodyay
12 and 13 Sept – Toodyay
14 and 15 Nov – Toodyay
Contact Jenny Willgoss 9574 2455.
We will take bookings for groups for 
midweek. Contact Pam 9574 2390.

Toodyay Junior Football Club Notice 
Registration Day 14th March 2009 10am-
12noon at Federation Square (next to the 
post office) 
Please come and register your kids for 
football on the day or you can collect a 
registration form at IGA Toodyay
Registration Fees – 1 child $45, 2 children 
$80, 3 or more children $100
DADS We also really need coaches for the 
AUSKICK kids, Under 11’s and Under 15’s 
and a canteen helper and if possible if there is 
a budding junior journalist out there wanting 
to help it would be greatly appreciated! If 
you are interested in any positions available 
please send in writing an application of your 
interest to Toodyay Junior Football Club, PO 
Box 764, Toodyay WA 6566  

Avon Valley Arts
AVAS invites you to the opening of the Fred 
Killick Memorial Art Award on Sunday 
March 1 at 5pm. Held in the Old Post Office 
Gallery at the Northam Arts Centre. Come in 
and enjoy the arts! The exhibition will be on 
display for March. Refreshments provided.

An invitation is extended to women artists 
to display artworks in a new exhibition, 
to be held at the Northam Arts Centre in 
March. The exhibition is called ‘New Dawn’ 
and works need to be in purple, green and 
white as per title theme. All pieces must be 
submitted by 4pm March 5. Opening night 
will be held March 8, the day International 
Women’s Day is celebrated. Join in!

Tee-Ball Raffle Winner
The winner of the Avon Tee-Ball Raffle 
for Spider Spray donated by regional Pest 
Control was Ticket No. 19: “McInnes”.

Toodyay Tennis Club AGM
6:30pm Friday 3/4/09. Following the 
meeting will be tennis and supper. All new 
members welcome.

Toodyay Unit Red Cross News
March – Street Collection 7th March 2009
Street Stall Raffle – 27th and 28th March from 
8.30am – 3.30pm
May – World Red Cross Day Morning Tea 
10am St Stephens’ Church Hall
August – Annual General Meeting – Monday 
11th August 2009 at 1.30pm St Stephen’s 
Church Hall
November – November 9th – Monday 
Meeting and Lunch to be decided later

Engagements
Shawne Bateup and Lisa Jackson
Bob and Heather Jackson have pleasure in 
announcing the engagement of their daughter 
Lisa to Shawne Bateup on 16th February 
2009.

Hugh Jackson and Ashleigh Milligan
Bob and Heather Jackson have pleasure in 
announcing the engagement of their son 
Hugh to Ashleigh Milligan on Valentine’s 
Day 14th February 2009.

Thank You
Paul and Janet Michael wish to sincerely 
thank all who have sent messages/calls 
of condolence and support in the wake of 
the traffic accident in Perth on Monday 9th 
February that resulted in injury to Rachel 
and Dustin, who are now both on the road 
to recovery.

The well wishes and sympathies are greatly 
appreciated and we apologise for being 
unable to reply personally to them all.

To all those wonderful people who supported 
our CRE (Christian religious Education for 
Primary Students at Toodyay DHS) Stall 
on Saturday 21st February. It was a great 
response. Winners of the raffle were:
1st Prize – Green Ticket H61 Mrs Y 
Hawkins
2nd Prize – Grey Ticket W98 Mr D Lawler
Once again our grateful thanks.

Biodiesel
Anyone in Toodyay interested in attending 
a day at UWA to learn how to “Brew your 
own Biodiesel”? Saturday 28 March 2009 
9am-1pm. Cost $155.
Contact Karl Walsh on 9574 5767 for further 
details or email: karl.walsh@bigpond.com

Anniversaries
Megan & Wayne Smart
Tony & Lynda Weston
Barry & Mary Groves

50th Anniversary
Kath and Peter Fairhead on the 14th March
Moya and Jim Bruce on the 28th March

Happy 50th anniversary Jim. Thanks for all 
the good years. Love you, Moya xxxx.

Happy 50th anniversary Kath and Peter. With 
love and best wishes from Moya and Jim and 
all your friends.

Birthdays
Bonnie McGeady Eryn Evans
Latisha Menner Greg Downie
Misty Harrington Nicholas Groves
Desrae Clarke Kirsty Nelmes
Samantha Sloper Graham Boston
Robert Broderick Ida Edwards
Brooke Taylor Daryl Morrison
Maureen Adamson Michael Orr
Joshua Cording Marc McDermott
Sharnae Watson Jason Higgins
Emma Higgins Olivia Jones
Will Menner Joan Hubie
Sherriei Myers Ida Edwards
Josephine Broderick Alma Lee
Christina Wright Pamela Hoblyn

Happy 10th Birthday to Fester, alias Aidan 
O’Connor.  Thank Mum for the embarrassing 
photo.   

Births
TURNER-HAMLYN
Zoe and Ross are delighted to announce 
the arrival of KAYDEN JOHN ERIC.  At 
Northam Hospital on 21.1.09, weighing 6lb 
13oz.  A gorgeous grandson for Diane and 
Fred and John and Gloria.  A nephew for 
Aunties Jade, Desa and Carrie and Uncles 
Keaton, Jarrad and Matt.  Welcome to our 
family little man.

Get Well
GET WELL SOON.  All the best to our 
valued travel correspondent, Rachel Michael, 
for a speedy recovery.  We hope to see you 
up and writing for us again in the very near 
future, Rachel!

Staff, committee and volunteers at the 
Toodyay Herald Inc.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Ethan Bropho who was 
chosen to represent WA Baseball over in 
Sydney on the 7th of January this year.  Ethan 
is an outstanding player and on behalf of the 
Avon Tee Ball Association we would like 
to recognise his achievement.  Well done 
Ethan.  

Sharyn Day

Toodyay Agricultural 
Society

First Lady President’s Term Ends.
On the 9th February the Toodyay Agricultural 
Society held its A.G.M. A quorum was met 
so the meeting was able to steam ahead with 
business at hand. Then Kerry Knowles handed 
over to Charlie Wroth to conduct committee 
elections. 
 Brian McGill’s’ support in 2008 was 
acknowledged by his re-election as Patron. 
Gaven Donegan took the helm as President 
with Robert Millar as 1st Vice President and 
Treasurer. Alison Wroth was elected 2nd Vice 
President and Tracey Salmond continues in the 
role of Secretary as appointed by committee.
 The following who were elected on to 
committee for a 3-year term remain on 
committee: Alison Wroth, John Smart, David 
Chitty, Kevin Hutchings and Alan Renner. 
Voting then ensued for more committee 
members and resulted in Leah Broderick, Brian 
Wood and Kerry Knowles being voted back on 
to the committee. New to the committee are 
Barbara Mottershaw, Pam Jackson, Evelyn 
Wacura, with Mary Groves to be confirmed. 
Alan Renner was recommended for the 
Audit.

 Charlie then handed over to Gaven Donegan 
as President for 2009. Gaven thanked Kerry 
Knowles as the outgoing President and the first 
lady President in the history of the Toodyay 
Agricultural Society. He proceeded to advise 
all present that Kerry had been involved for 
10 years. Kerry started in 1999 as secretary/
treasurer, moving on to the committee, 
and then working her way through to the 
positions of Vice President then President. 
Her commitment and contribution was noted, 
citing her enthusiasm in supporting the group 
beyond her immediate roles and taking 
up representation for the Society at Royal 
Agricultural Society meetings, Central Group 
and promoting the Rural Ambassador Awards 
which promotes a young person from the 
region. As pictured Kerry was presented with 
a collage of her time with the Society.
 Other highlights at the meeting included 
acceptance of a $200 donation to the Victorian 
Bush Fires Appeal, a load of wood from Charlie 
Wroth to be raffled at the next membership 
drive and Leah Broderick being made a life 
member for her commitment to ensuring the 
continuation of Equestrian events over 21 
years.

Karen Jacomelli

(Photo courtesy of Karen Jacomelli)

mailto:karl.walsh@bigpond.com
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9574 5055
YOUR LOCAL 

VETERINARY CLINIC

AVON VALLEY 
VETERINARY 

CLINIC

Offi ce Hours
Monday  9am to 5pm
Tuesday  9am to 5pm
Wednesday  9am  to 5pm
Thursday  9am to 5pm
Friday   9am to 5pm
Saturday  9am to 11am

Please note all consultations 
are by appointment

Please Ring 9574 5055
AVON VALLEY VETERINARY 
CLINIC FOR ALL SMALL AND 
LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARY 

PROBLEMS.

Avon Valley Veterinary Clinic
92 Stirling Tce, Toodyay  

Postal Address PO Box 941 
Toodyay

BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC

TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•  Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.

•  A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg. 
testing.

•  House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
•  No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.

•  Travel chargedfrom Post Offi ce for farm visits.
•  Our usual service applies any other day.

•  Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.

LEYLAND 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

  Phone Steve Leyland 

 0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286

We specialise in:

Toodyay 
Neighbourhood 

Watch
 CRIME STOPPERS
Each year thousands of Western Australians 
provide assistance to Crime Stoppers, 
helping to solve crimes and seek missing 
persons. Almost 25,000 phone calls from the 
public were received in 2007 alone, resulting 
in over 700 prosecutions!
 CRIME STOPPERS is a telephone hotline 
for members of the community to provide 
anonymous information about criminal 
activity. This information is then sent 
to police, local to the crime scene, for 
investigation.
 CRIME STOPPERS in Western Australia 
was recognised in 2008 as a world leader 
in police/community/media partnerships, 
receiving two awards at the Crime Stoppers 
International Training Conference in the 
United States. The awards were received 
for ‘Best Television Service Announcement’ 
(in partnership with Channel 9), and ‘Best 
Newspaper Special Report’ in partnership 
with the West Australian.
 CRIME STOPPERS is supported by a 
number of corporate bodies and is a highly 
effective partnership between the police, the 
community and commercial businesses.
 People can report crime at 
wa.crimestoppers.com.au   or
call toll free on 1800 333 000 seven days a 
week 7am-11pm on weekdays   and     8am-
8pm on weekends.
Toodyay Police                    9574 2212
Goodbye Graffiti Hotline      1800 44 22 55
CRIME STOPPERS           1800 333 000

Compiled by Desraé Clarke

Healing in the Hills 
Bush fires get to the heart of things 
We all know that disasters bring out the best 
in us; acts of kindness, bravery, generosity 
and our compassion demand that we pull 
together; old hurts and prejudices are 
forgotten, feuds are put aside. Disasters 
generate a deep sense of hope that out of 
something bad goodwill comes.
 Those individuals who cross over the line 
(the firebug and looter) give us an irate need 
that justice must be done yet, for most of 
the time, we mind our own business, almost 
to the point of indifference. It is as though 
the flood or the fire gets down to the heart 
of what it means to be a good person. What 
a difference this world would be if we did 
some of these things ‘just because’.
 Is the problem that we have a tendency 
to focus on the ME in us but, when we are 
confronted by the stark reality of disaster, our 
blinkers fall off and we see beyond the ME? 
That’s a sad indictment on our society.
 I heard a story about a bloke who had been 
beaten up and robbed on a back track. As 
he lay moaning a fellow stopped and had 
a good look and then decided he could not 
get his hands dirty. A local saw him but was 
in a hurry to get to church; he thought that 
this poor joker will still be there when he 
came back if no one else came along. Then 
a migrant worker, complete with temporary 
work visa, stopped and sorted out his 
wounds, took the poor sod to a hotel and then 
gave the receptionist his credit card number 
to cover any additional expenses. 
 Now we all know this story is a no-brainer; 
the migrant did the right thing (he sounds like 
a really good Samaritan.)
 The question keeps running though my 
mind: how do we get people to act every day 
like this migrant or is it just when disaster 
strikes that this God given compassion, 
bravery and sense of justice kicks in?
 Jesus was faced with the same problem: how 
to get people looking beyond themselves. He 
had a solution. 
 You will probably say “Not again. We have 
heard it all before”, “turn over a new leaf”, 
“join the wowsers club” or “go to church 
every Sunday”. You may even decide, “Well, 
I’m not like that. I gave to the bush fire 
appeal.”
 Well, can I tell you I wish it was that 
easy? 
 Jesus tells us we are hooked on looking at 
ourselves in the mirror (pretty bad addiction) 
and He alone has the wherewithal to cure us 
permanently of this insidious addiction. 
 But, like every addict, the first step is to 
recognise we are in trouble. We then need 
to ask for help to start our recovery process. 
It’s not easy is it? I should know; I’m a 
recovering ME.

Bob Adair
for the Toodyay Christian Fellowship

Toodyay Spinners
We have started to organise our 30th 
anniversary Spin-In which will take 
place on Saturday 23rd May.

On the share table in January and 
February:

Joan McMahon knitted a pullover from 
hand-spun green wool and silk; Margaret 
Masterlerz spun one skein from white 
Perondale and later knitted a beanie 
from this, and also spun two skeins from 
hand-dyed alpaca, one multicoloured 
green and one multicoloured pin/purple; 
Valerie Richard spun one skein from 
rose grey/grey/black alpaca and made 
Nuno felt from Merino and silk and 
also machine knitted two bags from 
hand-dyed alpaca; Kaye Rewell knitted 
a girl’s short-sleeved jumper from hand-
spun tops with a crocheted edging from 
pink commercial wool; Lois Leeder spun 
a skein of fine white Merino. Berenice 
Rober t son  had  c roche ted  a  l ady’s 
short-sleeved pullover from crocheting 
cotton; Lyn Boshoff crocheted a single 
bedspread from crochet ing cot ton; 
Glynne Bartlett spun a skein of alpaca; 
Carol Bennington knitted a sleeveless 
pullover from hand-spun alpaca, wool 
and silk; Anne Pope knitted a jumper 
from hand-spun Merino and silk.

If you are interested in joining the 
Spinners or wish to learn to spin, we 
meet every Wednesday from 9am to 
about midday at Parkers Cottage in the 
Toodyay Showgrounds, or for those who 
can’t make Wednesday there is also a 
group who meet on the second Saturday 
of the month at the same time.

President: Gretta Sauta 9574 2868

International 
Women’s Day 

A public symposium featuring some 
of Western Australia’s top experts in 
caring will lead this year’s International 
Women’s Day events.
 Department for Communities’ Director 
G e n e r a l ,  S u s a n  B a r r e r a  s a i d  t h e 
symposium’s keynote speakers of Lois 
Gatley, Chair of the Carers Advisory 
Committee, Dr Tamara Mackean, Senior 
Research Fellow at UWA, and Gordon 
Trewern, CEO of Nulsen Haven, would 
provide dynamic discussion on this 
year’s theme of Sharing the Caring for 
the Future.  
 The public symposium is a free event 
on Friday March 6 from 9am to1pm at 
Central TAFE, East Perth.  
   Registrations can be made by emailing 
wendy.barnard@communities.wa.gov.
au 
 Celebrat ions  on Sunday March 8 
feature Indigenous women, and include 
performances from Kwarbah Djookian 
Dance Group, Thalia Skopellos and 
Moana Dreaming.  The event at Central 
TAFE, East Perth, will be hosted by 
Narelda Jacobs, of Channel Ten, starting 
at 10.30am.
 Sunday  w i l l  a l so  f ea tu r e  a  f r ee 
publ ic  expo,  inc luding events  and 
information from various community 
organisations.
 “ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Wo m e n ’s  D a y  i s 
celebrated worldwide, highlighting the 
economic, political and social triumphs 
of women” Ms Barrerra said.  
 “In WA, women’s achievements over 
the past 73 years are being recognised 
and honoured with events statewide.
 “This year ’s theme of Sharing the 
Caring,  presents  an opportuni ty to 
explore the traditional caring roles 
and the capacity for workplaces and 
the community to better support the 
increasing need for alternatives.”
 The Department for Communities also 
sponsors the Grace Vaughan Lecture, to 
be held on Thursday March 5 at UWA, 
where Dr Mackean will also speak. 
 For more information, contact the 
Department for Communities’ Women’s 
Information Service on 6217 8230, 1800 
199 174 (regional), or email owp@
communities.wa.gov.au

DIAL 000 FOR 
AMBULANCE
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MONSTER GARAGE SALE
‘ELSEWHERE’

193 MORANGUP ROAD (McGellin Way)
GIDGEGANNUP.  
(Off Toodyay Rd) 

Ph:  9574  7070 - 0427 411 510 - 9312 7145 - 0414 646 862      
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

 7th & 8th March 2009   10am  -  4pm

7 piece colonial dining suite 
with extendable table
7 pc cane lounge suite
2 x cane round pot plant 
stands/tables
2 x 2 door, 3 drawer buffets
2 door bedroom cupboard
Antique tapestry screen
2 x framed tapestries
Encyclopedia Britannica in jar-
rah book case 
antique scales circa 1900 val-
ued $180.00
Art DecoGold coated china 
coffee set
Washing machine 
TV. Trolley
10” colour tv
4” b&w tv, 
Akai brand radio tapedeck 
electric kettle
fax machine
fax/phone machine
offi ce chair swivel

large collection pottery tools, 
accessories and funky pottery 
pieces 
fi re fi ghting unit $1200
compressor $250
rotary hoe $150
fi re fi ghting unit $700
electric welder $100
carpenters trestles $40
quad bike with tip trailer $6000
garden spray unit $200
camping gear
vehicle ramps
3 x scooters
Lots of tools and other sun-
dries
1x metalux cupboard
cupboards, kitchen sink Used
peg boards hooks and stands 
[ex hardware store fi ttings]
Firewood, plants, garden tools, 
household items  etc.
Scrap metal and poly pipes of 
all sizes used 

Shop online 24/7.   
Orders home delivered or collect at the 

Northam Markets. 

proudly based in the Avon Valley

www.divineharvest.com.au 

9622 8529  /  info@divineharvest.com.au  
PO Box 408 Northam WA 6401

Awesome March specials!

l  Biodegradable catering ware  
l  Avon Valley & WA producers 
l  Organic food lines  l Freshly 

roasted coffee  l Nature’s 
Child baby essentials  l Baby 
Bee Hinds nappies l Moltex 
Eco nappies l Miessence 

organic skincare & cosmetics l 
Bokashi systems

F R E E  Miessence Rose Monsoon Hydrating Mist with 
every online order over $75 in March.

We are your exclusive BBH demonstrator!  

F R E E  with your BBH orders in March...

l Baby Legs funky leg warmers     
l Baby Bee Hinds AIO nappy  
l   Go into the draw for an Ergo baby carrier
                          Contact us for details

We are your exclusive BBH demonstrator!  

News from Bolgart 
and Surrounding 

Areas
Before all else this month I have to 

announce that after months of getting her 
hand in again with babies (other people’s), 
Pam McGill has a dear little granddaughter 
of her own to love and spoil. Congratulations 
to Doug and Pam McGill on reaching this 
new stage of their lives as grandparents 
and congratulations and all the best to 
new parents Glen and Angela Jones on the 
safe arrival of their fi rst child – a daughter 
Emerson Pamela Jones born at Joondalup 

Health Campus on February 10th 2009.
Whilst we are on the subject of congratulating 

folk, I think that congratulations are due to 
Rachel Michael of Bejoording on having 
taken the time to keep local folk informed 
during her recent stint as an exchange 
student in Germany. I for one have enjoyed 
reading of her exploits during her stay there. 
Young folk today have such a wonderful 
opportunity to travel and see the world and 
I’m sure the exchange student scheme is a 
very worthwhile venture.

I’m sure that readers of the Herald must 
have been appalled in the last couple of 
weeks by the senseless loss of life in Victoria 
due to the fi erce bushfi res.

Whilst not wanting to start a controversy 
regarding saving the ecology, I personally 
feel that we should get back to the days when 
control burning was the norm rather than the 
exception. Every year without fail I recall 
my late father would burn around haystacks, 
sheds, house, tennis courts and along his 
main road frontage during the burning season 
for protection to his home and property. 
Most farmers did it in those days, and thus 
there were no heavily grassed areas in these 
danger areas in the heart of summer when 
grass elsewhere was dry.

A good many folk nowadays buy small 
holdings in country areas for a ‘tree change’ 
but in a good many instances they go 
overboard with this and plant hundreds of 
gum trees without realizing that when these 
trees grow up they will lose leaves, bark 
and branches which when mixed with the 
natural grasses will make for really good 
combustible material for a fi re. Have you 
ever seen how far embers fl y if it is windy 
when there is a fi re? I trust that most folk 
will dig deep to help the victims of the recent 
bushfi res in Victoria, and that none of the 
readers of the Herald have lost loved ones in 
those areas due to the fi res. It wasn’t so back 
that the local areas of Nunyle and Irishtown 
Road had their own problems with fi re which 
in turn took the life of a young female and we 
know how devastated we felt at that time.

I have received a call today to notify me 
that Mrs Barbara Francis Walker (née Lee), 
born in 1927 of Hillarys, wife of Sam Walker 
and mother of Norman Liddleow passed 
away on 21February. Barbara was at one time 
a Toodyay girl whose parents were from the 
Nunyle area. She was the daughter of the late 
Augustus John (Jack) Lee and Alice Ruby 
(née Ferguson) who were both descended 
from early pioneering families. Sympathy is 
extended to her son Norman and family and 
to her friends and relatives.

I noted that Janice James (formerly 
Goodacre), who was at one time a Toodyay 
girl, advertised in a local paper recently 
regarding the fact that she was willing 
to provide genealogical information free 
of charge. Jan (who has a deep love of 
genealogy) has done heaps of research over 
the years and has a good many records at her 
disposal. I’ve even got back to delving into 
my own family lines again and upgrading my 
various fi les with births, deaths, marriages 
and the like in recent months. I have three 
80 litre plastic containers full of fi les for 
such names as ‘Waters’, ‘Lee’, ‘Chitty’, 
‘Syred’, ‘McKnoe’, ‘Martin’, ‘Phillips’, 
‘Hardman’, etc. These also contain a good 
many ‘Ferguson’ and ‘Cook’ records, and 
heaps of photographs from the past. I have 
even (fi nally) discovered roughly when the 
fi rst George Syred (who at one time lived 
at the Baylup with Elizabeth McKnoe and 
fathered two of her children), died. His estate 
was being wound up in 1853, but at this 
time no one seems to know for sure where 
he was buried.

I am currently tidying up the McKnoe fi le 
and dividing it into fi ve separate sections 
as it was absolutely top-heavy and would 
fall apart constantly. I now have separate 
fi les for general McKnoe information, the 
William james Milroy McKnoe line, the 
Jessie MacPherson (née McKnoe) line, the 
Thomas Henry Syred/McKnoe line and the 
Mary Elizabeth Chitty (née Syred/McNoe) 
line. It is a fascinating pastime, and I’ve 
decided that while I am still able, I’d best 
make a move to wrap things up. I’ve met 
many interesting folk to over the years with 
this hobby, thrashed out many problems, 
helped folk to meet relatives they never 
knew existed (including some of my own 
fi rst cousins from my late mother’s side of 
the family) and yes, even introduced siblings 
to each other who haven’t known of the 
other’s existence. I staunchly watch ‘Find 
My Family’ on TV whilst shedding a tear or 
two at the sadness of the situations involved. 
But getting back to Jan James, I have often 
referred folk onto her if they have contacted 
me and their family lines aren’t among my 
records. She is back living in Northam 
again, so is on tap for locals seeking family 
information.

Doris M. Martin

Memo From Your 
Child

Don’t spoil me.  I know quite well that I 
ought not to have all I ask for.  I’m only 
testing you.
Don’t be afraid to be fi rm with me.  I prefer 
it.  It makes me feel more secure.
Don’t let me form bad habits.  I have to rely 
on you to detect them in the early stages. 
Don’t make me feel smaller than I am.  It only 
makes me behave stupidly big. 
Don’t correct me in front of people if you 
can help it. 
I’ll take much more notice if you talk quietly 
with me in private.
Don’t make me feel that my mistakes are sins.  
It upsets my sense of values.
Don’t be upset when I say ‘I hate you’.  It isn’t 
you I hate, but your power to thwart me. 
Don’t protect me from consequences.  I need 
to learn the painful way sometimes. 
Don’t take too much notice of my small 
ailments.  I am quite capable of trading on 
them.
Don’t nag.  If you do I will have to protect 
myself by appearing deaf.
Don’t make rash promises.  Remember I feel 
badly let down when promises are broken.
Don’t forget that I can’t explain myself as well 
as I should like.  That is why I am not always 
very accurate.
Don’t tax my honesty too much.  I am easily 
frightened into telling lies. 
Don’t be inconsistent.  That completely 
confuses me and makes me lose faith in 
you.
Don’t put me off when I ask questions.  If you 
do, you will fi nd that I stop asking and seek 
my information elsewhere.
Don’t tell me my fears are silly.  They are 
terribly real to me and you can do much to 
reassure me if you try to understand.
Don’t ever suggest that you are perfect or 
infallible.  It gives me too great a shock when 
I discover that you are neither.
Don’t forget that I can’t thrive without lots 
of understanding and love, but I don’t need 
to tell you that.  Do I?

Lions Lines
Change Of Date For Lions Auction
Due to unforeseen circumstances the date for 
the Lions Club of Toodyay Annual Jumbo 
Auction has had to be changed. The Auction 
will now take place on the 18th APRIL, the 
weekend after Easter. We apologise for any 
inconvenience but maybe the Easter holidays 
will be a good time for a clear-out.  As per usual 
the set-up day will be on the Friday when lots 
will be accepted. No lots will be accepted on 
the Saturday. 
Membership Drive
As reported last month, our year kicked off 
with a membership drive. Instead of a meeting, 
the Lions invited prospective members on a 
car rally. The event even attracted overseas 
visitors. The Avon Valley has never seen so 
many lost and confused Lions! They went in 
one large circle with many taking even further 
deviations. A surprising number ended up in 
Northam which was never on the map. One 
sorry car lot found themselves halfway to 
Bolgart before the driver (female) got them 
back on the right track – in the opposite 
direction.     
     Instructions to collect items en route brought 
an avalanche of detritus down on the heads 
of the organisers, Lions Nuala and Sharon. A 
sample of river water seemed to be the only item 
the participants all managed to agree on and 
fi nd, although samples came in a kaleidoscope 
of colours from clear (don’t Friends of the 
River wish!) to the unmentionable. 
     Our usual meeting place, the Freemasons 
Hotel, got right into the spirit of things with Deb 
Cording at the bar offering to sell information 
on the event’s fi nish point. So convinced were 
all parties of returning to base that none took 
her up on the offer. They claimed, as Lions, to 
be above corruption. It cost those who didn’t 
get the last clue dearly when they returned to 
base to fi nd no organizers, no meeting and no 
meal. The more that turned up the more Deb 
charged.
     Despite their confusion (and one breakdown) 
all 11 cars fi nally made their way to Duidgee 
Park, arriving back in great good humour.  
Here the organisers had arranged for a BBQ, 
courtesy of the Freemasons where all staff had 
managed to keep stumm about the operation. 
The new facilities at Duidgee Park proved 
a lovely venue on a hot summer night. One 
person was heard to say that it beat sitting home 
watching the telly.
     Not that the rally was fi nished yet. Score 
sheets were tallied for accuracy and found 
largely wanting on relevance. Points were 
awarded and promptly penalised on the whim 
of the organisers, understandably cranky that, 
despite repeated encouragement, no returns 
involved cash or gin. Some of the Road 
Limericks weren’t bad but unsuitable for 
publication in a family newspaper. 
 Scoring was close enough to offer the teams 
the chance to sing for their supper. Included in 
each outgoing package were words to a road 
song, everything from ‘Didn’t We Have a 
Lovely Time’ to ‘Convoy’. The offer met with 
a deafening silence until one brave soul, Lion 
Darren Crossley, quietly started to sing. He set 
the rest off and suddenly there was no stopping 
them. Our apologies to nearby residents for 
the resulting cacophony. More penalty points! 
It still ended in a tie-breaker. Separated from 
the chorus, Lions Lang, Cindy and Steele (the 
Dumbarton Dumbos) demonstrated why they 
still have day jobs while guests, Bruce Sharman 
and Tom Mitchell, performed a very passable 
rendition of the Eagles ‘Take it Easy’. For their 
trouble they were awarded a bottle of warm 
champagne, promptly popped and sprayed 
in true car rally style. The runners-up are the 
proud owners of a rude stuffed parrot to hang 
in their (losing) vehicle.  
     The Club can now only wait, see and hope 
that our antics did not put any of our guests 
off joining the club. If you think you could 
stand us, our next meeting is on 17th March. 
Come along to the Freemasons Hotel at 7pm 
for a warm welcome. In fact, on the night in 
question there’ll be a Cead Mile Failte for St 
Patrick’s Day.    
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