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Our new Gaol...Newcastle Gaol’s new entrance features a horse-powered chaff cutter from the Museum’s collection, surrounded by 
gardens utilising species occurring in the local Toodyay or wider Wheat Belt areas.  For the full story, see page two.
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Shire Merger Analysis Underway
The Shire of Toodyay has 
advertised for consultancy tenders 
for a possible merger between 
Chittering and Toodyay.
 T h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t 
investigated the structure of 
local governments in 2005 and 
recommended alterations that it 
considered would enhance the 
future economic, environmental 
and social sustainability of Western 
Australian communities.

 However, Western Australia is 
the only State in Australia where 
such reform has not yet been 
enforced.
 Councillors and senior staff 
from the Shires of Toodyay and 
Chittering started information 
exchange and strategic planning 
exercises in September 2006 
to explore mutual benefits of 
unifying their local government 
functions. In mid-2008, they 

d e c i d e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o 
‘commission a community 
benefi t analysis of merging the 
respective local government 
operations by an independent 
and appropriately experienced 
company or  organisa t ion 
specialising in due diligence 
reporting.’  The Shire of Toodyay 
report that ‘no decision has 
been made by either Council 
to commit to an amalgamation’ 
and ‘that upon receipt of the 
completed community benefit 
analysis the matter will then be 
given further consideration.’
  There has been no public 
consultation undertaken relating 
to the possible merger.
 Chittering CEO John Merrick 
said he expected the study to take 
about three months, giving the 
consultants time to report to the 
shires by the middle of next year. 
The consultants will investigate 
the financial stability of both 
shires as well as the potential 
benefits of a merger and will 
call for public submissions at the 
conclusion of the study.
 A grant of $27,771 from the 
Department of Local Government 
and Regional Development will 
pay for the study with a shortfall 
of approximately $10,000 to be 

paid jointly by both Shires.
 Tenders for the feasibility study 
close on the 12th February, 2009, 
at 4pm.

Celebrating being Australian 
in 2009, the Shire of Toodyay 
Australia Day celebrations 
brought together members of 
the community, community 
o rg a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  S h i r e 
Councillors and their families.
  The event  incorporated 
the Thank a Volunteer Day 
celebrations and volunteers 
were well represented from all 
sectors.  Congratulations go to the 
nominees and winners: Toodyay 
Lions, Community Group of the 
year, Junior Citizen of the Year, 
Steven Twomey and Citizens 
of the Year, Ashley Grundy 
and Daphne Lee.  For more 
information, see pages 7 and 20. 
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The Toodyay Herald is a monthly publication.  The deadline for all contributions is the 
DAY BEFORE THE LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH and the paper will 
be on the streets on the following THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH.
  All contributions and advertising may be left at the office of The Toodyay Herald, 92 
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay, or posted to P.O. Box 100, Toodyay, 6566, faxed to 9574 
4574 or emailed to toodyayherald@westnet.com.au.  Website :toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald
The Toodyay Herald is a community paper and as such welcomes contributions of 

letters, articles and photographs from all members of the community.  Contributions 
on computer disk are appreciated.  There is no charge for articles which appear in the 

paper.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions are available at $2.00 per issue (postage and packaging) by writing to P.O. 
Box 100, Toodyay 6566, enclosing a cheque for the number of issues required.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available to residents of the Shire of Toodyay 
at $10 per member per year (July - June).  Send your name, phone number, residential 
address and postal address with your membership fee to P.O. Box 100, Toodyay 6566 
or leave it at 92 Stirling Terrace.

Readers who reside outside the Shire of Toodyay are not eligible for membership but 
for $10 per year are invited to become a ‘Friend of the Herald’.

Members receive $15 free advertising per annum.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

President:  Karen Jacomelli
Vice President: Paul Sutton
Secretary:  Christine Frank
Treasurer:  Wayne Clarke
Committee Members: 
   Les Hyde, Jim  Bavin, 
   Grant Scobie,  Samantha Connor, 
   Craig Chandler, Richard Dymond,
   Michael Cox
Editor:  Samantha Connor
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DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 2,900copies. 1,800 copies are distributed as 
a ‘Householder’ to the residents of Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are also 
available at the roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, the Northam  and York Tourist 
Bureaux, the Clackline General Store, the Bakers Hill Newsagency and the Gidgegannup 
Newsagency. Online at www.toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald is printed by

THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers 
who helped with the December 
edition of the Toodyay Herald: Les 
Hyde, Grant Scobie, Jim Bavin, 
Shirley Banks, Karen Jacomelli, 
Samantha Connor, Annette Avery, 
Natalie Prowse, Wayne Clarke, 
Sue Manning, Kylie Kite, Richard 
Dymond, Nuala Ennis, Sharon 
Boxall and her fantasy kitten.

RURALPRESS

Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and 
by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald 
for publication or authorising or approving of the 
publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The 
Toodyay Herald Inc. against all claims, demands, 
proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, 
judgements and any other liability whatsoever 
wholly or partially arising directly or indirectly 
inconnection with the publication of the material, 
and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
indemnify The Toodyay Herald inc in relation to 
defamation, libel, slander of title, infringement of 
copyright, infringement of trade marks or names of 
publication titles, unfair competition, breach of trade 
practices or fair trading legislation, violation of rights 
of privacy or confidential information or licenses or 
royalty rights or other intellectual property rights  
AND WARRANT that the material complies with all 
relevant laws and regulations and that its publication 
will not give rise to any claims against or liabilities 
to The Toodyay Herald Inc, and without limiting 
the generality of the foregoing, that nothing therein 
is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the 
Copyright Act 1968 or the Fair Trading Act 1987 
or the defamation, consumer protection and sale 
of goods legislation of the States and Territories or 
infringes the rights of any person.
  The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or 
liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of 
an advertisement to appear according to instructions.  
The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at 
the discretion of the Editor.

COPYRIGHT
Where no charge is made for the preparation of 
advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will 
remain owner of copyright in the advertising material.  
Such advertising material may be reproduced only 
with the consent of The Toodyay Herald and upon 
payment of such fee as The Toodyay Herald may 
require.

INDEMNITY AND
WARRANTY

©Original works are subject to copyright and shall not 
be reproduced without authority.
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above incur a $50 surcharge with the 
exception of the Trades and Services section. 
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be 
charged for advertisements which are not 
print ready. Advertisers, please supply 
postal address for accounting purposes and 
the number of issues in which you would 
like your advertisement to be included. 
Accounts are issued every month with 
payment required within 30 days. Payment 
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the 
Herald offices.

Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $20.
 Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including 
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Classified Advertisements
$5 for 3 lines; $1.50 per subsequent 3 
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What’s New at Your 
Museum?

If, like me, you think you know what to 
expect at the town’s museum, you will be in 
for a pleasant surprise when next you visit. 
Since reopening after recent renovations you 
will discover much of interest.
 Work has been carried out to solve rising 
damp at the southern end of the gaol and this 
has resulted in the construction of retaining 
walls and a wide brick paved forecourt 
which allows the fabric of the significant 
heritage building to be presented to full 
advantage.  Plantings of local indigenous 
shrubs enhance the approach from the 
street.
 Inside, the front rooms of the Museum 
house interpretive displays of high 
professional standard providing engaging 
insights into Toodyay’s past. Although they 
were installed a couple of years ago, if you 
haven’t seen them, you are in for a treat. 
 The most recent attraction is a temporary 
exhibition that has a poignant association 
with Toodyay. Sandakan, the Story that Must 
be Told, presents visitors with a confronting 
insight into the suffering of Australian and 
British soldiers in the death marches in 
Borneo in the latter stages of the Second 
World War. Four soldiers from Toodyay 
were amongst the approximately 2,000 
who perished amidst extreme deprivation, 
hunger, physical exertion and cruelty. In all, 
there were only six survivors of this ordeal, 
which is every bit as significant as that of the 
much better known ANZAC campaign.
 The Dorizzi families were long term 
residents of Toodyay and in 1929 came to 
live in the main building of the gaol which 
they converted into a comfortable home 
and from which they ran a successful wood 
yard. Three of the Dorizzi sons enlisted 
when war broke out as did Reg Ferguson, 
another Toodyay man. All four were on the 
first Sandakan Death March. Herbert and 
Gordon Dorizzi died on the march while 
Tom Dorizzi and Reg Fergusson died on 
arrival at its destination, Ranau. 
 To honour the soldiers and to ensure 
their sacrifice is remembered, the Borneo 
Exhibition Group developed the exhibition 

which is on display at 
the Newcastle Gaol 
Museum in Clinton 
St until late April. To 
honour those from 
our own community 
who perished and 
t o  e x p e r i e n c e 
something of what 
these heroic soldiers 
endured, be sure to 
visit soon. 
 T h i s  i s  t h e 
initiative of curator 
Natalie James and 
is the first of what 
is hoped will be a 
number of temporary 
exhibitions, thus 
ensuring there will 
always be something 
new when you visit 
our Museum.

Brian Shepherd  

Central Toodyay 
Interpretation & 

Heritage Tourist Plan
Mulloway Studio and Paul Kloeden have 
been engaged by the Shire of Toodyay to 
prepare a Central Toodyay Interpretation 
and Heritage Tourism Plan.  According to 
the Shire of Toodyay’s website; ‘The aim 
of the plan is to improve the access to and 
awareness of the Central Toodyay Townscape 
and its cultural heritage significance for key 
stakeholders, the community and visitors; 
providing the Shire of Toodyay for guidance 
for the implementation of interpretation and 
its integration into streetscape elements.”
  Community views are encouraged and 
welcomed.  All submissions must be 
presented in writing (email / fax / mail) at 
the Shire of Toodyay Administration Centre 
by the closing date.
  The plan includes a series of interpretive 
trails, landscape and directional signage, 
seating elements, planter boxes and street 
bins.
  Further information is available by contacting 
Manager of Community Services, Annique 
Gray on 9574 2258.  The plan is available to 
view at the Shire of Toodyay’s website.
Note: Although Mulloway Studios granted 
permission to use imagery from the Draft 

Plan, the Shire of Toodyay declined to 
grant permission on the grounds that 

‘publication of selective images would 
be not in the best interests of the public, 

and that’ in the best interest of the whole 
community that everyone be provided the 

opportunity to make their own judgements 
without having someone else’s strong 

views imposed on them.’  They have also 
indicated that several community groups 

have lent very positive support for the 

Hospice Sensory 
Garden

The Northam Hospital is planning to build 
a Sensory Garden for Hospice and Ward 
patients.
 This will also benefit people in the early 
stages of dementia and our Care awaiting 
placement residents waiting for a vacancy 
in an Aged Care facility.
 Research has shown that time spent in 
a Sensory gardens has proven therapeutic 
value. For example, people with disabilities 
(such as visual impairment or dementia) 
can enjoy nature in a safe and tactile 
environment. Sensory gardens can also 
make a great contribution to emotional 
and physical wellbeing as they provide 
a safe place to exercise, and inpatients 
will be encouraged to plant and take care 
of the garden beds.  The Sensory garden 
will utilise a variety of sensory features 
including water, smell, taste and visual 
stimulation plantings and features.  
 The Northam Hospital is in a rural 
environment and has inpatients from the 
farming community.  We hope to grow a 
small wheat/oat crop and have a windmill, 
walkways that meander through gardens, a 
walkthrough water feature, benches under 
trees, pergolas and arches etc.  There will 
be a small fruit orchard, and native plants 
to attract birds; raised garden beds with 
herbs and salad vegetables will also feature.  

There will also be a BBQ area with picnic 
tables.  Sheds in Sensory gardens have 
proven to be beneficial, men especially 
like to potter in them and we hope to have 
some old tools for them to use.  
 We are looking for donations of old 
farming equipment and tools.  Rainwater 
tanks that can be utilised as raised garden 
beds or put under trees with an entrance 
and tables and chairs inside, and tractor 
tyres also make excellent raised garden 
beds.  The Sensory Garden will be a 
work in progress and any donations and 
input from the Community would be 
much appreciated.  We need to purchase 
secure fencing, water features, sheds, safe 
pathways for wheelchairs, benches, timber 
for arches, pergolas, soil and plants etc.  
It is anticipated the cost will be around 
$40,000, and the donation from the Ladies 
Hospital Auxiliary of $5000 is very much 
appreciated.
 For further information please contact 
Catherine Collins at Northam Hospital on 
9690 1664 or email catherine.collins@
health.wa.gov.au
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AQUARIUS
FREIGHT

Water carrier in the
Shire of  Toodyay &

surrounding districts

WATER SUPPLIES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock

15,500 litre capacity
Contact Kevin Hogg

9574 2044
Mobile 0427 742 043

Lions Fly Into Action 
For RFDS

The Toodyay Lions Club fi nally stopped 
collecting money long enough to hand over 
a cheque from their very successful T Cup 
Run. At their Christmas party they were 
joined by two representatives of the RFDS. 
Gavin Healy, Director of Aviation and Fiona 
Davey, Fundraising Manager, made the trip 
to Toodyay to sing carols, wine and dine with 
Club members and T Cup volunteers, and 
accept a cheque for the RFDS.
   This was the culmination of a long year’s 
work by the Toodyay Lions Club. In addition 
to their other work in the community they 
undertook to organize and drive 5 Model 
T Fords across the Nullabor to Adelaide as 
a fundraiser for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service.
    A mammoth fundraising drive gained 
support from all sections of the community. 
Toodyay Classic Cars supplied the cars and 
the wherewithal to get the cars ready for the 
road. The Toodyay & Districts Community 
Bank came on board as the T Cup Run’s 
major sponsor. The Shire of Toodyay offered 
encouragement and sponsorship. Local 

businesses in and out of town donated goods 
which were auctioned off at a concert in 
the Town Hall in August. That night alone 
netted just under $10,000. In all, the Toodyay 
community donated $24,000 before the 
Model Ts set off in September. 
   Mining companies, businesses and Lions 
clubs throughout Australia were contacted 
for sponsorship. Tins were rattled from here 
to Adelaide. The total amount of the cheque 
handed to Gavin and Fiona was over $60,000. 
On behalf of the RFDS they expressed their 
gratitude to the Toodyay community, the 
Toodyay Lions Club, Toodyay Classic Cars 
and all their sponsors. The RFDS relies 
on efforts such as this to ensure they can 
continue to provide their essential services.
   Since then the fundraising has continued 
with a further cheque forwarded by the Club 
to the RFDS.
   For their efforts in this and other endeavours, 
the Toodyay Lions Club was the deserved 
winner of the Community Group Award at 
this year’s Australia Day Awards from the 
Shire of Toodyay.
   So, well done to the Toodyay Lions and 
the community they serve.

Photo - Black T, on the Toodyay Lions
T Cup Run

Toodyay Historical 
Society (Inc)

The Society ended 2008 with a well-attended 
Christmas BBQ breakfast in Duidgee Park. 
It was a perfect summer Sunday and a great 
way to fi nish off the year. 
  Also that month, along with other groups, 
we were asked to assist the Shire with 
letters of support for its submission to the 
Federal government for funds for the Central 
Toodyay Cultural Precinct Interpretation 
and Heritage Tourism Plan. Given the rush 
to get this submission in on time, there was 
little opportunity to consider the detail of 
the Plan. The Shire has indicated it will give 
everyone the chance to study and comment 
on the consultants’ report in greater depth 
before its implementation.   
  We were very pleased that two of our 
members, Beth Frayne and Peter Robinson, 
were nominated for the Citizen of the Year 
Award at the Australia Day celebrations. 
Over the years both have made fantastic 
contributions to Toodyay. We would like 
to congratulate Beth and Peter on their 
nominations.
  Events for February include our annual 
planning meeting on Sunday 8 February 
2009, from 2pm at Beth and Bob Frayne’s 
place followed by a sundowner. Everyone 
welcome.
  Given the huge success of our fi rst event 
last year, a social get-together and dinner at 
the Victoria Hotel, we decided at our January 
meeting that we would kick off this year at 
the Freemasons. This will be held on the 
Saturday night, 28 February 2009 at 6.30pm, 
and Beth has indicated there may be another 
‘pome’, or two. Details will be provided in 
our forthcoming newsletter. 
  Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 

Ruins at Coondle and (below) 
Macpherson’s Cottage

18 February, 7pm at Donegan’s Cottage. 
For information about any matter to do with 
the Toodyay Historical Society, or how we 
may assist you or your group, please contact 
our Secretary Beth Frayne on 9574 5971, or 
President Robyn Taylor on 9574 2578.
  Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage, 
which is open to the public every Thursday 
from 1pm to 3pm. You will fi nd us on Toodyay 
Street in the Toodyay Showgrounds. 
Membership is $10.

Robyn Taylor
President  

Annual Street Party
The Toodyay Chamber of Commerce & Industry (Inc.) would like to thank the 
following sponsors for their fi nancial support of our 2008 event - the Bendigo 
Bank, the Toodyay Op Shop, Toodyay Hardware & Farm and Toodyay Home 
Fresh . 

Thank you to The Freemasons Hotel, The Toodyay Lions, Sing Australia—
Toodyay, the Bootscooters and the Baptist Church for supplying our excellent 
entertainment. A big thank you to Lesley Hug for her very professional 
undertaking of her role as our MC. Santa and his helper Danni Hug deserve 
our congratulations on a job well done. Thank you Rick Turner for providing 
the transport for Santa and his helper.

Thank you to the following businesses for your continuing support of the FREE 
Community Raffl e. Avon Valley Jewellery, Gifts & Homewares, BAR-Bar-A 
Black Sheep, Brewbakers, Cola Café Museum, Coorinja Winery, Courtyard 
Antiques & Collectables, Haywards Quality Meats, Ladyraven’s Clothing & 
Giftware, Licks & Lollies, Lime Fusion- Mastercutters, Moondyne Caravan 
Park, Moondyne Music, Oliomio Olive & Lavender Farm, Pin Pricks, 
Pitwillows Alpaca Stuff, Toodyay Bakery, Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre, 
Toodyay Emporium, Toodyay Hair Studio, Toodyay Home Fresh, Tambowie 
Macadamias, Toodyay IGA, Toodyay Pharmacy, Toodyay Post Offi ce, Toodyay 
Traders, Toodyay Newsagency, Wendouree Tearooms and Western Cellars.

The Chamber would also like to thank the Shire of Toodyay and its workers 
for working so hard on the Stirling Terrace upgrade. The standard attained 
helped immensely, making our Street Party a great success. And most of all 
we would like to thank the Community Members who came along and joined 
in the festive spirit. This event is all about you, so it was great to see so many 
people there on the night.
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letters
REGARDING THE PROPOSED merger 
with the Shire of Chittering:
 There have been a number of advertisements 
in The West Australian for a consultant to 
prepare a report on the possible merger of 
the Shires of Toodyay and Chittering.  There 
has noticeably been no mention in our local 
papers - particularly those pages written 
by the Shire which are supposedly used to 
“inform” us.
 Why?
 Other than the apparent relationship 
between the respective CEOs one has to 
ask just where the ‘community of interest’ 
between the two communities lies. Toodyay 
is firmly in the Avon Valley and Chittering 
is nowadays more like an extension of 
Wanneroo and Joondalup. There are just 
two roads linking Chittering and Toodyay; 
Julimar and Bindoon-Dewars Pool.  And in 
between there is a great big hill which does 
a grand job of physically dividing the two 
Shires.  
 Whilst the aim of amalgamation is laudable 
- it would certainly save on staff costs at 
the top end - surely we should be looking 
the other way; towards the Avon Valley.  
Historically, geographically and logically 
the Shires of the Avon Valley; Toodyay, 
Northam, York and possibly Beverley and 
Goomalling are the ones where Toodyay 
should be examining asset sharing and 
amalgamation in the longer term.  
 How much is a consultant going to cost?  
Wherever the money comes from there 
probably won’t be a lot of change from $50 
or $60,000.  And what will be the result?  
Surely any amalgamation plans are likely to 
be vetoed by the people of both Chittering 
and Toodyay.  Just what is the motive behind 
this seemingly huge waste of money when 
there are far more important and relevant 
matters for the Shire to attend to?

Name and address supplied

2009 AuSTRALIAN OF The Year, Professor 
Mick Dodson, is absolutely right. We do need 
a national day when all Australians can 
universally celebrate our country. That day 
should be the date on which Australia finally 
becomes a republic. So let’s get on with it 
before Charles and Camilla become King and 
Queen of Australia, despite neither having 
ever lived here permanently.  

Andrew Heslop

DRIVING HOME FROM Perth one 
afternoon, we were fortunate enough to 
travel behind a harvester between Avon 
Valley National Park and Fernie Road. Going 
40 km/hr I had a great opportunity to view 
the road verge from the back seat. What a 
sight met my eyes.
 I was disgusted at the sheer volume of litter. 
Loads of cans, plastic drink bottles, takeaway 
wrappers and containers and cardboard 
boxes just to name some of it.
 We as Toodyay residents travel the 
road most often, so it must be us who are 
responsible for most, if not all of this litter.
 I am ashamed to have this in my local 
environment. And if you as a resident of 
Toodyay are not concerned about flora and 
fauna or the blot on the landscape, surely you 
must feel embarrassed for any visitors to our 
area.
 It’s not too much effort to keep the rubbish 
in your car and put it in the bin when you 
reach your destination. 
 Regards
 Hannah Sheridan

I AM A user of a ‘Gopher’, which enables me 
to move about town and, indeed, anywhere 
that has a rail link.
 The Shire has nominated Duke Street as 
a one-way street between Stirling Terrace 
and Charcoal Lane with the entrance from 
Stirling Terrace.
 I have, on many occasions, been endangered 
by vehicles entering Stirling Terrace from 
Duke Street (going the wrong way down a 
one-way street.) 
 Today, I took the trouble to examine the 
one sign pointing out the one-way street; it 
is only visible when entering from the Piesse 
Street end of Charcoal Lane. Non-locals, if 
coming from any other direction would not 
be aware of the sign or the street’s restricted 
access but local residents must surely be 
aware that it is one-way (I currently have the 
license number of a local who must surely 
know the rule there.)
 I have no great desire to be hit by a 
careless or ignorant driver nor do I enjoy 
being cursed when pointing out the error. 
Can the Shire please make a better and safer 
arrangement.

Jim Bavin

THE WORD ‘EVIL’ conjures up all sorts 
of connotations in one’s mind.  It is a word 
which I personally have always had difficulty 
with and had trouble coming to terms with.  
From my understanding there has always 
been good and evil since the world began.  
Maharaji was recently asked the question: 
“What do you consider to be the worst ‘evils’ 
of the twenty-first century.”  His reply was:-  
I believe the worst evils of the twenty-first  
century are the same as they have always 
been – not being able to understand one’s 
self, not being able to understand what we 
are all about.  Those become the worst evils 
because they cause us to distance ourselves 
from our true nature.  Our nature is not war, 
it is peace.  When we are in turmoil, we 
naturally want to get out of it. 
 Sometimes you see pictures of places 
where disasters have occurred, and people 
are leaving, they want to get away, we don’t 
like turmoil.  We like it when it’s nice, when 
it’s peaceful.  So many people are involved 
in doing things that hurt others.  There are 
people who go hungry, who go without 
shelter, they suffer and struggle.  All I can 
say is that if we understand our truest nature, 
we would understand that compassion is part 
of it.  
 Peace is in our nature: If we understand 
that, we would make things happen that 
would actually help each other.  We would 
work towards eradicating these problems. 
We think that external technology is more 
important.  So we don’t develop technology 
for peace.  We don’t  develop the technology 
to help people not go hungry.

Name and address supplied. 

THE MOONDYNE FESTIVAL is just 
around the corner again. This year will 
be the 25th anniversary of this, Toodyay’s 
major festival. The theme for this year is 
demonstration. We hope to fill the Memorial 
Hall with people demonstrating a wide range 
of arts and crafts. There will be no stallholder 
charge for demonstrating only and a modest 
$20 if you wish to sell product as well. We 
already have quite a few people committed 
to demonstrating their skills. However, there 
is room for more. 
 If you have a skill, or know someone who 
has, could you please get in touch with 
us? The Moondyne Festival is Toodyay’s 
opportunity to make a good impression 
on the visiting public, and your committee 
endeavour to make it as an enjoyable a day 
as possible. To achieve this aim we need the 
support and participation of the locals. Now 
is also the time to think about what period 
costume you are going to wear on the day. 
Moondyne this year will be on Sunday 3rd 
of May. Please help make it a special 25th 
anniversary. 
 If you would like to help us on committee 
or on the weekend, please contact us.
Moondyne  Committee  mannaview@
westnet.com.au 9574 4427   
Hazel Riding moondyne@dodo.com.au
Check us out at  www.moondynefestival.
com

CONGRATuLATIONS TO THE Shire and 
the Works Crew in particular for the excellent 
result of the upgraded main street. Although 
not yet completed, we can see how it will 
look. It is a pleasure to walk on footpaths 
which are not sloping, and having the power 
underground is great.   
 The final phase, the street furniture, is very 
important. To date there is nothing ‘Toodyay’ 
about the overall effect. This is where a 
genuine effort should be made to have local 
input into the design and placement of the 
street furniture and interpretive messages. At 
the moment we are most likely only be going 
to have one design to say yes or no to. We 
should have a range of different designs to 
choose from. Some other colours, to break 
up the predominant red would also help. 
Let’s hope the final result will be something 
the majority of those of us who intend to be 
long term residents of Toodyay, will be proud 
of.

Peter Robinson

I WAS ON holiday down south and staying 
with friends. My girlfriend, her son and I 
decided to go horse riding. We stopped to 
watch some kangaroos and my horse took 
fright, kicking out and striking my girlfriend 
on her leg and causing her to fall off. When I 
lifted her jeans leg I found she was bleeding 
profusely and subsequently discovered she 
also had a badly broken leg. I was ever so 
grateful that I had recently completed a Senior 
First Aid course here in Toodyay and knew 
what to do. I could hear the instructors’ voices 
in my head “now assess the situation – decide 
what to do – arrange medical aid”. I had to 
control the bleeding first, then, leaving her son 
to watch over her to make sure she didn’t go 
unconscious, I ran back to the house which 
was 1-1/2 km away (we couldn’t separate 
the horses) and got the men and a vehicle to 
return to the scene of the accident. Ambulance 
help was just too far away, so, supporting her 
broken leg, we loaded her into the back seat of 
the vehicle and drove her to the hospital. She 
was operated on, with pins and plates inserted 
into her leg and is now recovering at home.
I realized that if I hadn’t done my first aid 
course I would not have known what to do. 
As it was, I didn’t panic, I remembered what 
had to be done, and I improvised with what 
was at hand at the time. All I can say is Thank 
Goodness for the First Aid course.

Sheila - a grateful first aid student

Entry Forms available from:
Toodyay: Toodyay Home Fresh

York: Wellness & Healing Centre
Northam: Crafty Bitz & Art Supplies

or email: tomsphotographics@gmail.com
Ph: 0410 496 891

Entries close 2 March 2009

The 2009 Photographic competition is open to all Primary/High School 
students and to amateur and professional photographers. 

The competition theme is ‘Environmental and Recycling’ using the 
Chinese Elements of Earth, Fire, Water, Wood and Metal.

Photographs may consist of one or any number of the above elements 
together and must be captured within 

the Avon Valley during 2008/2009.

Sponsored by: Toodyay Home Fresh * Tom’s Photographics * Avon Valley Dairy * 
Wendouree Tea Rooms * LJ Hooker * Country Realty * Uncle Vince’s Restaurant and 

Pizza Bar  Black Wattle Retreat * Toodyay Tavern * Toodyay Emporium * Victoria Hotel 
Courtyard Antiques * Bob Davey Real Estate/Ask Bob Northam.

Photographic Competition

The competition will consist of 4 categories:

 1 Junior Photographer (Primary School student) Free Entry 
  1st $250, 2nd $100
 2 Youth Photographer (High School student) Free Entry 
  1st Canon 1000D Digital Camera, 2nd $100
 3 Mobile Phone Camera (Primary/High School) Free Entry - 1st $100

  Students may submit two 8” x 10” photographs for each category

 4 Open - Amateur & Professional Photographers* $5 per entry - 1st $1000

  * Photographers may submit two 8” x 10“ (minimum size) 
  framed photographs

All entries should be titled and 
include a brief description 

of 25 words or less. 

Send to: PO Box 1408 Toodyay WA 
6566, or drop off at Toodyay Home 
Fresh, 112 Stirling Terrace Toodyay.
Please make cheques or money orders 

out to Earth Solutions Expo.

Irish Rule the World 
After having dug to a depth of 10 meters 
last year, Scottish scientists found traces 
of copper wire dating back 100 years and 
came to the conclusion that their ancestors 
already had a telephone network more 
than 100 years ago. 
  Not to be outdone by the Scots, in the 
weeks that followed, English scientists dug 
to a depth of 20 meters, and shortly after, 
headlines in the English newspapers read: 
“English archaeologists have found traces 
of 200-year-old copper wire and have 
concluded that their ancestors already had 
an advanced high-tech communications 
network a hundred years earlier than the 
Scots.” 
  One week later, ‘The Kerrymen,’ a 
southwest Irish newsletter, reported the 
following: “After digging as deep as 30 
meters in peat bog near Tralee, Paddy 
O’Droll, a self-taught archaeologist, 
reported that he found absolutely nothing. 
Paddy has therefore concluded that 300 
years ago, Ireland had already gone 
wireless.

Mary Groves

I’M WRITING IN response to all the bags of 
Christmas gifts Dr Richard Walkey and staff 
made available for needy people in Toodyay.  
It was such a nice thing to do.  Four large 
bags were donated from local people.  It was 
just so exciting to see so many gifts.  On 
behalf of the society may we thank you all.
  I choose the Baptist Church to help, David 
Street and Felicity Brown are the people who 
do this task, they make sure the gifts go to the 
right families.  May I thank you kind people 
for doing such a nice thing, but that is just 
Toodyay, always ready to help.
  On behalf of all the shop volunteers 
in your Vinnies shop thank you all for 
your patronage in 2008.  Volunteers are 
always welcomed; please contact Jackie on 
9574 2529..  We reopen the shop January 6th 
2009.  Take care.

Jackie Irvine

MARRIAGE
CELEBRANT

JOHN
MITCHINSON

9574 4664
fax 9574 5734
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND a Happy New 
Year to you all.  Once again, my family 
would like to say ‘thank you Toodyay’ for a 
lovely street party.  Well done to everyone 
involved, I say.  I just wished I had knocked 
off earlier from work so that we could have 
gotten down there earlier.  Our grandson had 
a great time.  I think we only spent about ten 
dollars, you didn’t have to spend much it was 
all free or very cheap.  Then the next night 
Saturday was the Lions Christmas Party for 
the kids.  My husband and I, our daughter and 
grandson aged four  years went down to the 
park and set up for a little barbie.  Well once 
again our grandson and many other kids all 
had a ball, running around and playing on the 
swings.  Earlier in the day my grandson said, 
“Nanny, who gives Santa a present?”
  “He doesn’t get one,” I said.  “Its for little 
kids like you.”  He replied, “Can I give Santa 
a present and make him a Christmas card?”  
  “Yes,” I said, “that would be a very nice 
thing to do.”  So he set to work making his 
card.  We felt very proud of him.
  A photo was taken of him with Santa with 
his card that he had made to give to him.  We 
didn’t get a picture ourselves, so if the lady 
who had taken the photo of him giving it to 
Santa could save us a copy we’d appreciate 
it – PO Box 811, Toodyay. 
  When he heard the police siren he was 
looking around and he spied the fire truck 
with Santa waving at the window.  I’ve 
never seen him move so quick!  His little 
legs barely touched the ground as he running 
yelling ‘Santas here!  Santas here!’ with arms 
outstretched.
  He grabbed his present and the card he 
made and dashed off to see him.  He sat right 
up front to get a good view, and when his 
name was called he jumped up.  Santa was  

letters
a little confused as he had a present coming 
the other way, but a little help from mum 
sorted it out.  Everyone had a great night.  We 
know our grandson had the best weekend in 
a long time.  Country life is a lot better than 
the city.  We’re glad we made the move and 
are proud to say we live in Toodyay.  Thank 
you once again.

Bev and Greg Bull
If you have a positive community story 

about your experiences living in Toodyay, 
please email us at

 toodyayherald@westnet.com.au
Bev and Greg, we received the above 

photograph from the Lions - if its your 
grandson, please contact Nuala at LJ 
Hookers or email us for a copy - Ed..

APPARENTLY MY LETTERS last year 
regarding the lack of our local paper in 
the Visitor Centre hit a nerve. Not long 
after the December Herald hit the streets, 
the ‘outsiders’ (Have a Go and Seniors) 
disappeared from the Visitor Centre (not 
sure about the Community Directory) and the 
Shire contacted the Herald with an offer to 
put the Herald back into the Visitor Centre. 
One small catch: it will cost the Herald $250 
per year to do so.
 I am making a donation of $10 to our 
not-for-profit, local newspaper to help them 
cover this cost. I spoke to someone at the 
Australia Day celebrations and she has 
offered $5. We only need another $235 from 
the community to get our community paper 
back where it should be to be available for 
our visitors.
 Come on Toodyay. $5 shouldn’t break the 
budget. Show your support.

Kathy Robinson

photo finish
Toodyay Herald volunteer Jim Bavin on Australia Day with the last edition of The 

Toodyay Herald

Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566

PHONE/FAX 9574 2922

0-12 YEARS -
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL

Rural Community Legal Service provides: 
* A solicitor by appt. Tue & Wed

* 1st Legal Consultation $15
* Tenancy Advocate Mon, Tues & Wed

* FREE advice on rental confl icts
* Information & referral centre available to 

Wheatbelt community by friendly, 
approachable staff

123 Fitzgerald Street Northam
PO Box 601Northam 6401

T: 9622 5200
F: 9622 5700

E: wheatbeltclc@bigpond.com
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We shape our home loans to suit U.
At Bendigo Bank we know there’s more to home loans  
than the interest rate, that’s why we shape our home  
loans to suit you.

So whether you’re after a loan with a variable or fixed 
interest rate, a line of credit or an investment loan – you’ll 
find a home loan shaped for your needs at the Bendigo.

To find out more drop into the branch and see our friendly 
staff at 108 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay, phone 9574 4077  
or our Mobile Unit on 0458 MY BANK.

Home loans shaped for
www.bendigobank.com.au Subject to terms and conditions. Fees, charges and 
lending criteria apply. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 
AFSL 237879 (S22400) (01/09)

Toodyay & Districts Community Bank® Branch

At the Bendigo  
it starts with U
Banking with Toodyay & Districts Community Bank® Branch makes 
good sense to you and your community. With friendly and local staff 
who offer personalised and prompt customer service and banking 
profits that go back to support local groups and community projects.

Toodyay & Districts Community Bank® Branch

We wish our retired board member Andrew 
Wilkinson all the best in the future. The past 
few years Andrew has put in many hours and 
some great ideas to the building of the  
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank® Branch.  

Thank you Andrew!

Your local branch 
staff are here to help: 

Back Row – Shelley, 
Kirsten, Barry and 
Debbie.  

Front Row – Christine, 
Margaret, Zeta and 
Jemma

Toodyay & Districts Community Bank® Branch

At the Bendigo it 
starts with U.

Staff News:
In case you hadn’t heard… our lovely Margaret is looking forward to being 
a doting grandmother! She is very excited, and it hasn’t gone unnoticed.

® Branch

Wilkinson all the best in the future. The past 
few years Andrew has put in many hours and 

® Branch.  

We shape our home loans to suit U.

In case you hadn’t heard… our lovely Margaret is looking forward to being 
a doting grandmother! She is very excited, and it hasn’t gone unnoticed.

We wish our retired board member Andrew 
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Avon Water CartingAvon Water CartingAvon Water CartingAvon Water CartingAvon Water Carting
12,000 Litres

Domestic and Commercial Tanks also
Swimming Pools filled or topped up.

For  prompt and friendly service
call Phil and Sue Smith

Phone 9574 4201
Mobile 0427 525 005

2009
Australians, all let us rejoice...the 
Shire of Toodyay’s Australia Day
celebrations celebrated our high 
achievers and community heroes, en
tertained us and introduced a new Australian.

  Here’s a pictorial glimpse of our
national day, celebrated at
Duidgee Park, Toodyay  Our thanks to
local photographer Wayne Weaver for the
fantastic photographs taken on the day. 

Australia Day Community Group and individual 
winners of the Australia Day Awards

Alison Wroth  lends a hand, cooking bacon and 
eggs for community members

Bel Rowe’s winning vegemite 
painting 

Toodyay’s newest Australian, 
Marie-Louise Orr

Toodyay local Sarah  concentrates 
on her Vegemite painting
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Toodyay Op Shop 
Turns Thirty

The volunteer members of this organisation 
are proud to announce that they will celebrate 
their 30th birthday in March, 2009.
  During this time the sum of $200,700 has 
been returned to the community as donations, 
the following being a general breakdown.
St John Ambulance  $16,700
Community Organisations   $41,663
Toodyay District High School  $27,078
Silver Chain  $12,486
Sporting Groups  $58,852
Homes for the Aged  $14,869
The Op Shop members acknowledge with 
thanks the donors, customers and volunteers 
who work together to make this possible.

Bel Rowe

Membership Honours 
for Volunteer

Mrs Daphne Lee, long time resident and well 
known volunteer of Toodyay was honoured 
with a lifetime membership of Toodyay 
Kindergym.
  The presentation was made on the last day 
of Kindergym and came as an enormous 
surprise to Daphne. She has been working 
as the only volunteer for ten years, since her 
own grandchildren were attending. Daphne 
has continued to assist with the packing away 
of equipment etc after Kindergym class. 
  Daphne said, ‘I am humbled and honoured 
to receive this award. I enjoy my time with 
the children and working with the parents 
for such a worthwhile program. It’s excellent 
and great to see the little ones develop. I also 
love to see the parents and children enjoying 
a fun time together. I loved taking my own 
grandchildren and am happy to assist to keep 
the program going for others to enjoy.’
  Kindergym is held every Friday morning 
from around 9.30am till 11.00am at the 
Toodyay Sports Pavilion and is for children 
from 18mnths of age onwards. 
  Daphne is photographed at Toodyay District 
High School where she works part time as 
a teacher assistant in the Home Economics 
Department. 

photo finish
The new look Stirling Terrace, almost completed after many months of hard work by 

Shire workers.  Congratulations to all on a job well done.

Meeting Highlights 
Community Concerns
A Special Meeting called in mid December 
to discuss a grant application revealed 
community concerns about consultation, 
planning and proposals undertaken by the 
Shire of Toodyay.
  At the December meeting of the Toodyay 
Ratepayers and Residents Association a 
motion was passed that the Toodyay Aquatic 
Centre Project take precedence over Stage III 
and IV of the Central Toodyay Townscape 
Project for the funding available from 
the Federal Government’s Regional and 
Local Community Infrastructure Program.  
In response, Councillors held a Special 
Meeting to discuss the issues and respond 
to community concerns.
  Concerns raised at the meeting included; 

That notable policy implications •	
ignore the fact that most of the 
development will be taking place 
in the Central Heritage Area and 
is considered to fall outside the 
parameters of TP15 (Local Planning 
Policy, Central Heritage Area)
Consultation was limited to five •	
presentations to community groups 
that were not all fully represented
Possible rates increases or loss of •	
funds from other projects due to 
the $700,000 - $900,000 shortfall 
in funds
Impact of the information bay, •	
signage, seating and display module 
upon amenity of the area
Lack of consideration of other •	
possible projects, primarily the 
Toodyay Aquatic and Recreation 
Centre Complex

An alternative proposal for an indoor all 
weather aquatic and recreation facility was 
proposed with the proponents arguing that 
lengthy consultation and project development 
had been undertaken and that this project 
was significantly more advanced than the 
Townscape project.
  CEO Graham Merrick stated that powerpoint 
presentations had been conducted with five 

community groups who had offered letters of 
support and that the scheduled timeframe for 
submitting the application was very tight.  
  The proposal was dismissed – five votes 
to four - and the grant submitted for the 
Townscape project.  
 The Central Toodyay Interpretation and 
Heritage Tourism Plan is available on the 
Shire’s website for public comment.  Closing 
date for submissions is 4pm, 12th of March, 
2009.
  

TRUCK, EXCAVATOR AND BOBCAT

Trenching
Rock Breaking
Soil Cartage
Rubbish Removal
Land Clearing
Sand Pads
Fire Breaks
Post Holes

Phone Ken Martin on 
0409 200 287 or 

9574 2901
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school news

Clearance
Auction

Goods and Chattels
So Much To Go

Tools, household furniture, antiques,
 nick-knacks, horse-saddle and kit, electric fruit

dryer, tractor, orchard sprayer, various
machinery, other sundry items too many to

mention.
J&H Toodyay

79 Whitfield Road
“Wicklow Estate”

Toodyay
Phone: 9574 2020

Sunday 20th March
10am start

View from 8.30am on the day

Bolgart Primary 
School

We’re hoping everyone is having a wonderful 
and safe school holidays.
The end of year school concert was fun to 
watch and the children put in a lot of effort 
with their items. The younger children we’re 
pirates on their pirate ship, we had a rock n 
roll number, Aussie Christmas songs, a yr 7 
Christmas play that had all the children and 
parents laughing very loudly and wishing 
they weren’t leaving, a play about the 
emperor’s new clothes and lots more.
We did have to bid goodbye and wish our 
yr7’s the best for their future as they move 
on to high school and welcome in our new 
yr 7’s.
The leaving yr 7s made speeches and gave us 
an insight into their time at Bolgart and their 
future hopes and dreams. Joseph Stevenson 
is working towards a career involved with 
science and he was pleased with the quality 
of Bolgart’s science curriculum. Brayden 
Manual has been at Bolgart Primary School 
since he was 4. Brayden is looking forward 
to going to boarding school and dreams of 
playing in the AFL. Brodie Hollet hasn’t 
been at Bolgart for long but loved his time 
here and that there is no bulling. Brodie is 
looking forward to becoming a mechanic 
and rebuilding cars. Aaron Watson has been 
at Bolgart since kindy. Aaron would like to 
be an architect and is planning on studying 
towards his career. Aaron Jackson has been at 
Bolgart since Yr3. Aaron wants to work with 
and protect large animals in Africa. 
All the yr7 students mentioned how happy 
they have been in Bolgart and thanked their 
teacher Mrs Sims and the other members of 
the Bolgart Teaching Staff. Mrs Sims also 
gave a speech about her pleasure in teaching 
the boys, her best wishes for their future 
and how proud she is of the men they are 
becoming. Mrs Sims ended her speech with 
tears in her eyes and saying they were her 
boys and I think that shows the strength of 
the bond and level of care their teacher and 
students create which is a refection on what 
and how they learn at Bolgart. Mrs Sims 
believes all the children will achieve their 
goals and listening to the quality of their 
speeches, knowing how they behavior in 
the playground and interact with the other 
children in the school it’s easy to see where 
she gets her confi dence from.  
Our leaving yr7’s handed over their positions 
to the upcoming yr7’s who will be the leaders 
of the school next year and already they 
seem to a shining example to the younger 
children. The new faction captains and 
offi ces are: Wattening - Isobella and Alex, 
Wyening - Whitney and Steven, and Corrond  
Jarrod.  Our Communication offi cers will be - 
Whitney and Alex, library Offi cer - Isbobell,  
technology & sports offi cers (combined rolls)  
Jarrod & Steven. Congratulations to all our 
new offi cers.
The woodside/scitech science award this year 
was won by Alex Bain and Steven Cullen.
The CWA representative helped present the 
environmental awards to Christoper Jackson, 
Liam Mulgrew and Shiralee Wallace.
Mrs Steph Clarke and Mr Gus Clarke helped 
present the citizenship awards to Liam 
Guthrie, Abby Denning and Aaron Watson.
The Toodyay Agr icul tura l  Socie ty 
Representative assisted in presenting the 
scholarship award to Aaron Watson. 
The other award winners on the night 
were James Bain received the academic 
excellence award, Sarah Jackson received 
P&C most consistent effort award, Emma 
Watson received the most improved award, 
Paul Cullen received most improved award, 
Jasmine Mulgrew recieved P&C most 
improved award and Aaron Jackson received 
the Northam Toyota Academic excellence 
award.
Every child is called up onto the stage as 
they are all presented with a merit award 
of achievement certifi cates showing their 
strengths and congratulating them for the 
effort they apply to their education.
After the show & presentations the audience 
was invited to share in a light supper with the 
students and staff.
We wish to give our thanks to all the parents, 
staff and community members and groups 
that supported our school over the course 
of the year and especially like to mention 
the Bolgart General Store who have been 
invaluable in their assistance with our 
recycling program and whose donations 
make our school a better place.

TDHS School 
Captains Announced 
on Graduation Night

Toodyay District High School was pleased 
to present their new school Captains for 
2009, Cara Screaigh and Mitchell Giles. 
The presentation was made at the School 
Graduation on Wednesday December 17th, 
when the outgoing Captains, Talia Flaherty 
and Jakob Kidd formally handed over the 
titles.
  Cara and Mitchell both made outstanding 
acceptance speeches. Mitchell thanked the 
outgoing Captains and Councillors for their 
contributions to school life. Of particular 
note was the ongoing fundraising barbeques, 
which enabled the purchase of hand sanitizers 
for the student toilets, as well as the money 
trail to raise money for the victims of the 
Burma cyclone. Mitchell said they had 
helped make Toodyay District High School 
a safe and welcoming place to be.
  Cara then went on to say, ‘To the departing 
Captains Talia and Jakob we thank you for 
being good role models and encouraging us to 
step up and take the role and responsibilities 
that come with being School Captain. We 
thank you for the time and effort you have 

both put into the roles and we will strive 
to keep up the standard that you have set 
and continue to make a difference in the 
school.’
  Mitchell and Cara both stated that, ‘along 
with the student council we will set high 
standards for keeping the school community 
a safe, happy and enjoyable place to be. As 
school Captains we will aim to maintain the 
reputation of a positive and safe school for 
all students, staff, parents and visitors.’
  The graduation evening was held at the 
Toodyay Town Hall and was attended by 
Year 10 students, friends, parents, relatives 
and staff. The students put great effort 
into dressing for the formal occasion and 
presented quite an outstanding spectacle as 
they each made their way to the stage for 
graduation. Emotions ran high and there 
were many proud parents, grandparents 
and teachers in the audience as many of the 
students had been at Toodyay District High 
School since pre-primary.
  Cara and Mitchell concluded their speeches 
by saying, ‘To all the graduating students 
you have been some of the best role models 
not just for us, but for the whole school 
community. We wish you the best of luck 
for your future years ahead, whether you 
are planning to go to university or start an 
apprenticeship, we are sure you will go 
far.’

Bindoon Spring and 
Other Wells

Early December, 2008, I went out to 
Bindoon Spring, which is around seven 
miles from Dewar’s Pool. The Spring 
was full of fresh water and the hole about 
2.5 metres from the Spring was also full, 
which was dug for the kangaroos and 
emus to water. The four corner posts are 
still there where it was fenced twice in 
my lifetime. Once the netting was burnt 
and once it was stolen. Lots of Road 
Workers camped here when the Bindoon 
Defence Road was formed during the war. 
My Dad, Albert Waters grew vegetables 
for all these men. There are a few of these 
wells in our bushland and in the Victoria 
Plains Shire. Out in our bush here there 
is one called Brother’s Hole on private 
property out in the Julimar bush. Most 
of these wells were dug by the Brothers 
or Monks from New Norcia in the early 
days, when they were driving sheep and 
some cattle on long distances through the 
bush. There was also a soak fenced in once 
called ‘Barb Wire Soak’ just off the road to 
Munyering off the Bindoon Road.
 West of Bolgart there is a nice stoned up 
well called Solomon’s Well, just off the 
Old Plains Road in among some trees near 
or on private property. I once saw another 
well North West of there a long time ago, 
which had a whip on it, which was a pole 
with a chain and bucket on it, which swung 
between two upright poles on a long bolt 
to draw water out of the well. There was 
another deep stoned-up well near the Spot 
Beach, at Two Rocks, which was used by 
the drovers in the early days, when they 
were driving cattle down from the North.
 Seventy-odd years ago we children went 
to Bindoon Spring for picnics, even when I 
grew up I still went there. The fl owers were 
everywhere, once, because the bush was 
burnt a lot. There were Donkey orchids in 
the fl at, and all different coloured Spider 
orchids and Kangaroo Paws everywhere 
as well as the Cat Paws.
The Spring has never been dry in my 
life-time even though we had a few dry 
years. There is so many rushes there now 
it doesn’t look as nice as it used to. The 
old men, years ago used to ride around 
these wells in the early days and burn a 
bit of bush every couple of years to keep 
the kangaroos fat just before winter and 
by September all the fl owers would come, 
and nice new scrub for the kangaroos, 
These days the Kangaroos have to come on 
private property to eat grass, as the scrub 
in the bush is no good to eat; and burning 
it didn’t hurt the ground insects or snakes 
there were plenty of them those days.

Ron.E.Waters.

in days gone by

LOSE WEIGHT - FEEL GREAT
with

HERBALIFE
Calorie controlled weight management

programme
For personalised programme ring

Edith Welburn on 1800 818 289
email welburn@iinet.net.au
Or order your products at

Welburn@iinet.net.au
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Avon Tee Ball Association is 
seeking sponsorship for two 
teams to compete in  the HBF 
State Tee Ball Championships 
at Langley Park on the 28th
February to 2nd  March 2009 
long weekend.

If your business or organisa-
tion would like to assist young
people to represent our area, 
please contact us at regional@
activ8.net.au or by phone 08 
9574 4401. Sponsorship sought 
is between $100 - $1000 and 
will assist with providing bus
transportation to and from the 
event and help families with
accommodation costs.

Avon Tee Ball is a not for profi t 
organisation.

Corporate
Sponsors Sought

Jo and her partner Emu have been 
living in Toodyay for the past two years. 
 Jo was working as an Offi ce Manager 
at Avon Youth Family and Community 
Services in Northam, when the opportunity 
arose for Jo to start her own business. 
  Where did the name arise?  Ravens teach 
us to fi nd our true meaning of self.  Helping 
us to bring forward our imagination and 
resourcefulness into our daily life.  Hence 
the birth of  ‘Ladyravens
Clothing and Giftware’
 Jo sells gollies, locally made jeweller, 
incense, candles, organic bodycare, plus 
size clothing, giftware and lots more. 
 Come in and say hello at 121.F Stirling 
Terrace, between Licks and Lollies, and 
Bakery.  Thursday to Monday 10-3pm,  
Phone 95742641.

Lady Ravens Clothing 
and Giftware

There was a good attendance of locals for the 
fi rst Ordinary Meeting of Council for 2009. 
Although Cr. Panizza had leave of absence, 
he made the effort to be at the meeting. His 
dedication to the community is recognised 
and appreciated.
 Question time covered a range of topics 
as usual. One questioner asked if the 
Saturday morning information sessions 
were to be continued in 2009. The answer 
was noncommittal, as the subject was to 
be discussed at a forthcoming Council 
Forum. It would be a backward step if these 
sessions were canned. I believe there is an 
unfortunate ‘them and us’ divide between 
the Council/Shire and a signifi cant portion 
of the general public. Anything that can help 
improve relations can only be a positive for 
Toodyay. The information sessions may well 
be uncomfortable for many people, but they 
do serve a useful purpose.
 Another question asked was, “Why was 
the swimming pool proposal not put up as 
a project to the Federal Governments $50m 
stimulus package?” The Shire answered that 
the swimming pool project was not costed 
or ready to present. The Swimming Pool 
Action Committee claimed otherwise. The 
fact that the Shire isappear to be against 
Toodyay having a pool may of course have 
some infl uence on their position. The State 
Government’s $10,000 Royalties for Regions 
will not be spent in this fi nancial year as 
our Shire workforce is fully committed to 
existing programmes. The money will be 
carried forward to the next fi nancial year but 
remain identifi ed as Royalties for Regions 
money.
 We may have thought that this was going 
to be a short meeting with only two items of 
Planning and Development. Wrong! These 
twotwo issues took one-and-a-half hours to 
fi nalise. 
 The first was for the adoption of 
‘Foggarthorpe Design Guidelines’. This 
created considerable debate. Everybody 
would like to see nice, high-standard houses 
built at Foggarthorpe; the issue was how best 
to ensure this objective. Cr. Larkin was for 
the policy claiming it is not the Council’s 
job to sit around and debate the policies 
endlessly. Cr. Panizza pointed out that it was 
the Council’s responsibility to get it right 
and not leave it up to the Administration. 
Cr. Firns expressed the view that there were 
too many subjective points in the policy to 
leave it up to the delegated authority (the 
Administrationistration).  There was some 
discussion over the urgency to pass the 
policy. Given that work has ceased on the 
development,, another couple of months to 
get it right will clearly make no difference. 
It could in fact be years before any titles are 
issued. The motion was lost and the policy 
goes back to Forum for modifi cation. It was 
good to see that some of the points raised 
from written submission were adopted.
 Next came the Caravan Park and Camping 
Grounds Policy. This one really caused some 
confusion for Councillors and the gallery. 
I’m not going to try and explain what 
happened, suffi ce to say that the caravan 
parks in inland towns need to have a fair 
degree of fl exibility between long stay and 
short stay sites to remain viable. After a 
long discussion, centred mainly around 
questions and clarifi cations, but also some 
debate, an amendment was passed reducing 
the minimum percentage of short stay sites 
from 50% to 33%.
 I don’t normally comment on the fi nancial 
parts of the agenda as I’m not an accountant 
and don’t understand most of it. This month,, 
however,, it was revealed that there were 
some mistakes in the statements.  It took Cr. 
Panizza to point out that delaying adoption 
of the fi nancial report for a month was no 
big deal. He is right; it doesn’t mean the 
Shire is bankrupt or that the sky is about 
to fall in. It means that Councillors are 
doing what they are supposed to do, ACT 
RESPONSIBLY. We don’t want to spoil our 
audit standing. Given that there has been a 
Christmas break and the January meeting is 
as early in the month as it can be, the staff 
had a minimum amount of time to process 
the monthly accounts. Council did indeed 
delay the adoption of the monthly fi nancial 
statements. 
 Adoption of the Waste Management Plan 
was the fi nal agenda item to consider. The 
CEO was disappointed that there had been 
no submissions for such an important issue. I 
have read the plan and it would be as diffi cult 
to respond to as it was to read. I mean this 
in the context that much of the plan was 
warm and fuzzy, motherhood statements, 
boffi n speak. There are a lot of words such 

as investigate, educate, develop, lead by 
example, where possible, improve, etc. 
Very hard to comment on, other than agree. 
On page 28 of the report is the following 
statement. “‘It is imperative that the Region 
obtain signifi cant external funding for the 
proposed waste minimisation activities 
as without funding the Region will incur 
considerable additional expenditure over the 
next fi ve years. This level of funding will be 
extremely diffi cult for the relatively small 
Shires. Without the external funding, it is 
highly likely that the implementation of the 
Strategic Waste Minimisation Plan will be 
severely restricted.’” Of the Future Actions 
(p 19) only two were to actually implement 
any action. (Item 5) Implement a household 
hazardous waste collection system. (Item 7) 
Implement E-waste collection systems. Most 
E-waste is hazardous because it includes 
computers, printers etc. For the fi nancial 
year 2011-2012 (p26) we have, under the 
Implementation Schedule, “implement 
planning solutions to force the developers to 
manage waste appropriately”. That one will 
get a guernsey as it is a no cost to the Shire 
option.
 The really fun bit of the evening came 
when Cr. Tanner wanted to introduce an 
item of an urgent nature. When Cr’s Tanner 
and Jackson were elected onto the Council 
at the extraordinary election, they ‘inherited’ 
committee positions from the previous 
members. That is not a Local Government 
rule; it is just what has happened in Toodyay 
in the past. Cr. Tanner inherited the Works 
Committee from Robbie Devlin and Cr. 
Jackson inherited the Audit Committee 
from Sally Craddock. Because of their 
work histories and life experiences, both 
men agreed that a swap of committees 
was a good idea. Cr. Firns pointed out that 
the Act stipulates that Councillors are to 
be elected onto Committee positions by 
Councillors following a general election. The 
CEO, Mr Merrick, said that on the issue of 
extraordinary elections the act is silent when 
it comes to committee positions. How can 
you run a Council based upon what is not in 
the Act? Surely the default position would 
be to use the directive of the nearest part of 
the Act. 
 The urgency came about because the Audit 
Committee only meets threethree times a 
year and the next, and important, meeting 
is to be held before the next Ordinary 
Meeting of Council. In the past, that degree 
of urgency was accepted and the motion 
was heard. Well! You should have heard 
the efforts that some Councillors. went to 
in order to stop Cr. Tanner even asking to 
debate the merits of him being on the Audit 
Committee. Disgraceful, really, in my 
opinion. I know that only a few months ago 
Mr Tanner may have been considered to be 
part of ‘the enemy’ and now he is on the other 
side. Some Councillors. and staff must feel 
like its a fox in the chook house. Common 
sense eventually prevailed with Cr. Tanner 
on the Audit Committee and Cr. Jackson on 
Works. 
 In my view, the fact that there is a rift 
between the Shire and the community is 
common knowledge and most unfortunate. 
It is harmful to the best interests of the 
future of the town and its community. It 
is unnecessary and needs to be fi xed soon. 
There is undoubtedly fault on both sides. 
As long as that is recognised, then, with 
goodwill, healing can commence.

Peter Robinson

 We’re occasionally criticised for publishing 
community opinions.  The Herald does not 
have an editorial policy; according to our 
constitution, we’re a community information 
bulletin and must rely on community letters 
and submissions to build The Toodyay 
Herald.  In response, we’ve decided to ask 
for ‘random acts of community’ submissions 
from the community – acts which will 
make our lives in Toodyay more fulfi lling, 
entertaining or just more interesting.  To 
contribute to ‘underbelly’ please email 
toodyayherald@westnet.com.au.
Leave small change in the coin return of 
public telephone boxes.
Speak in haiku until someone notices.
Hug a dentist
Give free car washes.
Pick up rubbish as you go about your day.
Give a lottery ticket to a stranger.
Free pot plants for Stirling Terrace
Organise a Friday night shindig in the main 
street where administration, councilors and 
locals can get together and paint the town 
(heritage) red

Autumn Club
Here we go again, the start of another year.  
I hope you all had a good Christmas break 
and are now ready for 2009.  We have a 
few belated birthdays for January - Mena 
Chapman, 10th, Beryl Donegan, 13th, 
Mary Maylor, 15th and Jim Short, 23rd.  
We hope they have a very happy birthday.  
We have no birthdays for February or so I 
am told so we will have to wait until next 
month.  But I can wish you all a happy and 
peaceful year for 2009.  Our next meet-
ing for the club is 25th February at 1pm

Autumn Leaf

Toodyay Spinners
O u r  C h r i s t m a s  L u n c h  w e n t  w e l l , 
everyone enjoyed themselves, the food 
and service at Avalon was great.
  We only  had  a  shor t  b reak  over 
Christmas and New Year and are back 
spining again,  but due to the heat , 
grandkids and holidays January has 
been quiet.
  On the share table in December Lyn 
Boshoff had crocheted two jug covers 
from crocheting cotton and knitted a 
sweater from hand spun grey fleece 
plyed with commercial green machine 
knitting wool.  Margaret Grassick had 
knitted a cardigan from hand spun grey 
merino plyed with red/grey machine 
kn i t t ing  woo l .   He len  Tay lo r  had 
spun two skeins from multicoloured 
merino.  
  If you are interested in joining the 
Spinners or wish to learn how to spin, 
we meet every Wednesday from 9am to 
about midday at Parkers Cottage in the 
Toodyay Showgrounds, or for those who 
can’t make Wednesday there is also a 
group who meet on the second Saturday 
of the month at the same times.

President - Gretta Sauta 9574 2868
Secretary - Rita Morald 0428 956 909

TOODYAY HOSPITAL 1895
Toodyay Chiropractic Centre

7 Henry Street West
(Behind Old Newcastle Hospital)

Offi ce Hours: 
Mon: 4pm - 6pm
Tue: 2pm - 6pm
Fri: 4pm - 6pm

Sat: 8.30am - 11am
Telephone: 9574 2493
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fire chat

Toodyay Ballet School 

Enrolments are now being taken for classes in 
2009

Forms can be downloaded from website 
www.toodyayballetschool.com 

95744459

Toodyay Ballet School 

Morangup Bushfire 
Brigade

Happy New Year to  al l  Morangup 
residents.
 The Morangup Brigade has had a busy off-
season, training both its new and experienced 
members in fire fighting and first aid ensuring 
that we are prepared for any eventuality 
within the district.
 December saw a bumper turnout to 
the annual community Christmas BBQ, 
which was attended by approximately 100 
Morangup residents, many of whom were 
acknowledged for their contributions to the 
brigade over the past years. Certificates of 
appreciation were given out recognising 

5, 10, 15 and 20 years of support to the 
Brigade.  Without this community support in 
the form of donations and time given by our 
volunteers, the brigade would not be able to 
be as effective as it is currently.
 A number of fires have been attended 
within our locality in the past few weeks and 
a call mid December gave a number of units 
a late night out whilst they battled a grass fire 
on the corner of Jingaling Brook Road and 
Toodyay Rd where approximately 6 acres of 
paddock was burnt.
 Units also attended fires at Cobblers Pool 
and a poletop fire on Folewood Rd.
 These recent fires lead to the commissioning 
of the new crew changeover vehicle, which 
has been generously donated by BHP Billiton 
Kwinana Nickel Refinery. Thanks must also 
go to Perth Signs and Stripes for the excellent 

signage work completed on the vehicle and 
many thanks to others who worked on the 
refurbishment of the vehicle. 
 The quick control of fires is only possible 
if the Brigades are notified immediately and 
the operator is given accurate information.
 Remember if you see a fire Call 000. Do 
not call local brigade members.
 The Morangup Brigade has a meeting on 
the third Wednesday of each month and all 
residents are welcome to attend. The next 
meeting will be on February 18th 2009, 
7pm.
 Stay Safe.

MVBFB

Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

I thought I might sue the Herald for defamation 
or something after the highly inflammatory 
(pun intended) photo and story the editor 
put in but, not only can I spell the word 
‘defamation’, I also know what it means! 
The trouble is that I was caught, fair and 
square, doing exactly the opposite of what I 
preach in this column on a monthly basis: BE 
CAREFUL WITH FIRE!
 Yes, I was not careful and I was very 
fortunate to have a lady from the St Vincent de 
Paul shop up the road come down and let me 
know the bin was on fire; I was fortunate that 
the bin was in a (relatively) safe position; I 
was fortunate that it only took a small amount 
of water to put out. I have now decided to take 
note of my own advice AT ALL TIMES!!!
 We’ve had a few fire call-outs for this last 
couple of months, though we were very 
grateful to have Christmas and New Year 
fire-free. Unfortunately for the rostered crew 
on the night of the Fire Brigade’s Christmas 
Party, they were called out just as the party got 
under way. They were at least able to return 
and join in the festivities a little later. 
 The couple by the railway line down 
near Cobbler Pool both had the potential to 
escalate through the Avon Valley National 
Park into quite serious incidents. The first was 
extinguished rather quickly but the second 
was in very difficult terrain with the added 
bonus of Unexploded Ordinance going off 
as the fire warmed it up. We were very happy 
to see the two planes and four helicopters 
come in and stop the fire so we could cut a 
containment line through and then knock it 
over. Crews were kept busy through the night 
and the following day.

Toodyay Central 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Central’s first General Meeting for 2009 was 
held on Tuesday January 27th at the Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. The season has 
begun with a quite a number of call-outs.
  Gratitude is extended to the Zoon Family 
for, once again, hosting the Christmas get-
together at their home. It was a great evening 
– thankyou Zaap, Karen and Nathaniel!
  A ‘Ground Controller’ day-long course is to 
be held at Northam on Wednesday February 
11th. For further details contact Central’s 
Secretary 6364 3609.
  The Fire and Emergency Services Centre 
has recently had parking bays marked. 
Those marked ‘FRS’ are only to be used by 
FRS personnel. No other use is to be made 
of these ‘FRS’ marked bays by volunteer 
bush fire brigade members or visitors. This 
protocol had been discussed and agreed upon 
by the Captains of Toodyay Fire and Rescue 
Services and the Toodyay Central Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade. It would be appreciated 
if this directive could be respected.
  The next training will be held on Thursday 
February 12th meeting at the Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre at 6pm.For 
further information contact Central’s 
Secretary 6364 3609.
  The next General Meeting of the Central 
Brigade is on Tuesday 24th February 
commencing at 7.30pm and held at the 
Fire and Emergency Services Centre. New 
members are very welcome – we need you - 
whether you can be an active fire-fighter or 
can contribute as an ancillary member – we 
need you!!!

Compiled by Desraé Clarke

 We had a rather large scare early in January 
when we had all that smoke come over from 
the fire at Two Rocks. Thank you to those who 
called to see if there was anything to worry 
about and, also, thanks to all of Toodyay for 
keeping us free of fire on a day when the 
conditions were ripe for a serious incident 
like Chatcup to occur. We had one call-out 
due to the smoke but we were happy to be 
stood down rather than find out there was 
something after the fact.
 Most recently, we had a pole-top fire in 
Folewood Road which saw crews dragged 
from their beds early in the morning. 
Thankfully, it was quickly under control and 
our crews were home by lunchtime.
 
 Due to a significant lack of interest in 
January training, we will be trying once 
again to run the Map reading course this 
month. February training will take place on 
Sunday, 8th February from 10am to 12noon. 
Fire fighters and auxiliaries are all welcome 
to attend. 
 Brigade meetings are held on the first 
Saturday of each month with this month’s 
meeting on 7th February at 6pm followed by 
our BYO BBQ.
 ‘The Fireplace’ is open from around 5pm on 
a Friday night for crew changeover and for 
some quiet interaction with fellow members. 
Even if you’re not a member, come along and 
have a chat about your preparations for the 
season, find out about a bush fire brigade and, 
maybe, even join up as either a fire fighter or 
auxiliary.

Grant Scobie

Coondle-Nunile 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
We are now half way through the fire 
season! There has been several callouts since 
Christmas. With good turn outs from the 
volunteers. There was a surplus of personnel 
when there were no crews rostered; this was 
great to see. Thank you all who were able 
to attend.
 Our crew roster is back to a four-week 
cycle; thanks to new members joining 
and completing their training just before 
Christmas.
 Congratulations to those members of all 
Brigades who received FESA Bush Fire 
Service awards which were presented at the 
Toodyay Australia Day celebrations. When 
added together there are a lot of years of 
service. Thanks to all of those volunteers 
and the volunteers in all of the other service 
organisations around Toodyay for the work 
they put into our community. 
 As advised in November, approval has 
been given for the concrete apron at the 
shed to proceed. Unfortunately, the weather 
started getting hot soon after. We have been 
advised against letting the concrete dry out 
too quickly so this has delayed us. We’ll get 
on to it when the weather starts to cool.
 Our Christmas party was a wonderful 
success, with plenty of good food and good 
company. Thank you to all who donated 
their time in setting the party up. Also thank 
you for the donations of the hampers and 
prezzies.  
 Our next meeting is on Saturday 14th 
February at 5pm sharp. Followed with dinner 
after the meeting; bring your own meat/fish/
etc for the BBQ and a salad, vegetable dish 
or dessert to share. If you have any queries, 
check with Kerry Gregory, our logistics 
officer/social director on 9574 4470.  New 
members and visitors are welcomed.
 If you can’t make it to the meeting, come 
and join us any Friday night from 5pm for a 
bite to eat and a good social evening at the 
Coondle – Nunile Fire Shed on Coondle West 
Road. Meet some of the people in your local 
area and / or obtain advice about maintaining 
your property to restrict the chances of fire. 
 If you can’t get to the shed on Friday night, 
but would like to know more about Coondle 
Brigade or would like information about any 
aspects of fire prevention and safety, phone 
Peter Ruthven (Captain) on 9574 2951.

Tania Harrison

Don’t let Fire Lieutenants near 
your rubbish bin
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On site at 11am

Here is an excellent opportunity to purchase a large 3384m2

parcel of land in the middle of the main street of Toodyay,
perfect for residential or commercial development.

80 Stirling Terrace
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For more information: Please call Lang Lefroy
Mobile 0408 742 436 Offi ce  9574 2917

fire chat
Bejoording Bush 

Fire Brigade
Welcome back, fire fans! I hope you all 
had an excellent Christmas and New Year, 
and that you have begun 2009 with both 
ease and alacrity. Since you are all eased 
and alacrited, perhaps you would consider 
lending us a hand?
 During this Christmas/New Year period, 
people have gone away on holidays, moved 
to Perth or broken bones in the name of 
a good time. This has left us somewhat 
understaffed.
 At this precise moment, we have one 
person on during the week. This is tenuous, 
but not a complete disaster, as long as we 
get the fire truck to the fire, other crews or 
the Shire will help man our truck. Weekend 
staffing isn’t so bad, but driver-wise, we’re 
down to two. We can see an end to this in 
a couple of weeks, where more drivers and 
crew will be back on line. Not many more 
however!
 So, if you’re not a member of our prestigious 
organisation, would you consider joining? 
Our aim is to have enough crew that you’re 
only rostered on once a month. You get to 
ride on a big fire truck and perhaps even drive 
it! All your personal safety gear is supplied 
(clothes, boots etc.), and I can guarantee 
you’ll have a good time. You’ll also learn 
through courses and experience, how to 
better protect your own property.
 Down Under Mine Hire has come to our 
assistance by donating some top of the range 
two-ways to replace the ones that were 
pilfered from the Fire Shed. These will not 
be kept at the Shed. Our thanks go to Bob 
Carpenter, who I believe was our point man 
in making this donation possible. The two-
ways have already been put to good use and, 
if you ask Gloria, she’ll attest to just how 
robust they really are!
 We have also received a grant from Western 
Power for the purchase of a generator and 
high flow pump. This will enable the refilling 
of our truck to be undertaken with a tad more 
speed than is now possible and keep our 

communications open during power failures, 
which usually accompany fires!
 Congratulations are in order for our First 
Lieutenant, Acting Captain Barry Grey, who 
was an Australia Day nominee. See what 
happens when you join our Fire Brigade? 
Awards and bouquets just flood you.
 Thanks also go to Gloria Robinson for 
filling in for me during the last edition.
 Our next meeting is Saturday 21st February 
at 6pm, and the Fire Shed is always open 
from 6pm every Friday. Come and have a 
look at us and the truck. TRY BEFORE YOU 
BUY!! We won’t mind if you don’t want 
to join; we only mind if you don’t want to 
look! Of course you could phone for more 
information first if you like, just call Barry 
Grey on 9574 2149.
 Hope to see you there,

Kim Leonhardt

St John Ambulance 
Australia 

WELCOME ONE AND ALL:
2008 was a very busy year all round for 
everyone involved with our organization. 
2009 looks like being even busier!
Daphne Lee, one of our many longstanding 
volunteers was nominated for Citizen of 
the Year and was presented with a nominee 
certificate by Charlie Wroth on behalf of the 
Toodyay Shire. The selection committee had 
such a difficult job in trying to distinguish 
between two candidates that they decided 
to make a ‘joint’ award. Daphne and Ashley 
Grundy were both presented with the 
coveted title. Well done Daphne, we are all 
proud of you.
This year will see 20 new volunteers from 
Morangup being trained as Ambulance 
Officers. The Volunteers will attend the 
Primary Ambulance Care (PAC) in Toodyay 
which will give them the skills to respond 
to emergency as well as non-emergency 
calls. 
Toodyay Bolgart Sub Centre will be a hive 
of activity again in 2009! If you would like 

to become involved in any way, please call 
Pam at the Toodyay Bolgart Sub Centre on 
9574 2390

SENIOR FIRST AID COURSE:
2009 may be the year that you learn the skills 
to save a life! These courses are nationally 
recognized and may also help you in the 
job market.
 Certificated courses will be held at Toodyay 
on the weekend of 21st & 22nd February 
2009 and at Bolgart 28th & 29th March 
2009. In the meantime, anyone wanting to 
register for the next course can contact Jenny 
Willgoss at L J Hooker Toodyay Ph 9574 
2455 or at home 9574 2412.

BOLGART AMBULANCE:
The gremlins struck very quickly. Not long 
after the ‘new’ ambulance arrived did it 
have to go to the garage for repairs! The 
engine was overheating, not just down to the 
warmer weather or driving longer distances 
to get to Perth so she was taken off the road. 
The final result is that the thermostat was 
replaced as well as water hoses. After being 
given a clean bill of health, she is now back 
on duty and awaiting the call! 

FUNDRAISING:
Bolgart had its own Christmas raffle this 
year to help to raise funds. The grand total of 
$420 was amassed….thank you to everyone 
who bought tickets.
The winners were: 1st prize - Mathew & 
Megan Syred, 2nd prize - Pam McGill.
The Toodyay raffle was won by Mrs. 
Schultz – the ticket sales brought $700 to 
the funds.
 Many thanks to all who participated and 
well done to the winners.
 Were you at the Australia Day Breakfast? 
If so, you would have seen the NEW 
ambulance on display. This MKVI Mercedes 
has been purchased outright with funds 
raised by our community and sponsors. 
The vehicle is not kitted out with all the 
equipment to change it from a van to an 
ambulance…..yet! Anybody wanting to 
sponsor items that will make the difference 
can contact Pam at the Sub-centre. We do 
have the funds in the bank but have to admit 
that we will be left a little short in the event 
of a major breakdown. It may not be general 
knowledge but we have to pay for everything 
as a Sub-Centre that is not donated to us. We 

thank everyone who has made contributions 
in the past and would ask anyone who has the 
resources to help us keep four ambulances 
on the road for the future to step forward. 
Donations can be made in such a way as 
to be tax deductible! We appreciate every 
cent donated. On that subject, the Australia 
Day ‘tin-rattle’ generated a fantastic $180. 
That money will go towards purchasing 
equipment for the new MKVI ambulance. 
Thanks to all those who contributed.
 
A M B U L A N C E  S T A T S  F O R 
NOVEMBER|DECEMBER 2008
WORKLOAD # Cases
Category 
TRAUMA  13
MEDICAL  30
CARDIAC  8
OTHER 0            TOTAL 51
HOSPITAL Visits
Northam  21
King Edward  1
Princess Margaret 1
Royal Perth  6
Sir Charles Gairdner 2
Rescue Helicopter 2
York Hospital  1
Ambulance not required 7
Swan District  8
St John of God  2
Total   51

The last two months of 2009 saw us 
visiting most of the hospitals in the area 
and as a consequence we covered 6068 
kms journeying from and back to base. The 
average time from receiving a Priority 1 call 
to actually leaving the relevant Sub-Centre 
was ONLY 10.8 minutes. When you think 
about it, it is a tremendous response from 
the Volunteers. Ordinary people doing extra-
ordinary things…thank you one and all.
For those of you interested in the numbers..
the kms reported are solely for the ‘work 
commitment. On top of those figures we 
have to add in the kms for running around.
In total our fuel bill for the last two months 
of 2008 was $1239.76!! So you see why 
we need the contributions from you the 
public and businesses alike. We are seeing 
the numbers of callouts increasing and so 
obviously are the costs. 
Remember to make sure that you have valid 
St John Ambulance cover – you never know 
when you will need it!!
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NORTHAM GARDEN 
CENTRE

Now is the time to start ordering your bare rooted fruit and ornamental 
trees for the upcoming Winter.

STONE FRUIT

 Apricot, Cherry, Nectarine, Peach, Pear, Plum, Prune and Quince
 Trixie 2-way Peach-Nectarine Miniature Fruit Tree
 3- way Multi Grafted Fruit Trees  Peach, Pears, Plums and 
 Peach/Nectarine 

NUTS
 Chestnut, Hazelnuts, Walnut and Almond

MULBERRY
 Black English, Hicks Fancy (red) and White  

FLOWERING AND ORNAMENTAL TREES
 Crepe Myrtle, Flowering Plums, Flowering Peach, Robinia, 
 Weeping Japanese Maples, Hibiscus, Syringa (Lilac), Weeping 
 Cherry, Elms, Maples, Birch, Ash and many more

REMEMBER now is the time to start preparing your ground and soil for 
planting your bare rooted Trees. REMEMBER that fruit trees donÊt like 
clay so if you have any clay now is the time to start breaking it up with a 

clay breaker (gypsum).

SO FOR QUALITY SERVICE THAT YOU DESERVE
come and see BOB and THE GIRLS

at the Northam Garden Centre Opposite Coles

HAPPY GARDENING

A Bit of Scuttlebutt
Tucked away behind B Shed on Victoria 
Quay in Fremantle sits a proud, three-masted 
tall ship, the STS Leeuwin II, a dark blue 
barquentine that sails up and down the coast 
of WA, teaching anybody willing to learn the 
art of sailing and giving them a taste of life 
on the open sea.
 She’s a beautiful ship. I’d sailed with her 
once before, and there are few things quite so 
magnificent as watching her slide through the 
swell under full sail, even if you are looking 
at it while being violently seasick. She was 
without her figurehead, which had fallen 
off on my last voyage and hadnot yet been 
replaced. 
 After  midday on the 20th of January, I found 
myself aboard her again, this time heading 
south, to Albany. There were thirty-three 
trainees for the voyage, of which I was one, 
all of them excited by the twin prospects of 
doing something new and exciting and having 
something to gloat about when school term 
came back. The volunteer crew was introduced 
and their jobs explained and we were organised 
into three teams or ‘watches’. Each ‘watch’ was 
led by a member of the volunteer crew and, at 
this point, they still looked quite cheerful. We 
chose our bunks below decks and had left the 
port by two. Everything was good.
 Cut to the following morning, about eleven, 
and suddenly a lot of the novelty seemed to 
have worn off. I don’t remember how many 
times we tacked that morning (for those not 
familiar with nautical terminology, ‘tacking’ is 
turning the ship through the wind so that it is on 
the opposite side) but it was enough to assure 
us all that this was no jolly jaunt across the sea. 
It was hard work. Every sail – and we had by 
this time got most of the sails up, which looked 
mightily impressive – must be dragged across 
to the opposite side in the correct order. There 
are four yardarms on the foremast that must be 
dragged around, three headsails, the main and 
mizzen and at that point two staysails, which 
hang from the foremast down across midships. 
Everyone’s arms ached, but there was then still 
a feeling of warm fuzzy achievement for most 
of us.
 Then there was the seasickness. As we 
boarded, there were many confident cries 
of ‘Oh, I never get seasick.’ By the time we 
reached Albany, most of these people had 
added ‘Except on this ship’ to their calls. There 
were a few people who ran to the rails almost 

before we left the wharf, but it was once we 
were out on the open sea that the trainees really 
began to feel their stomachs turn in ways that 
stomachs were not built to. The cook in the 
galley down below cooked up a wealth of 
fantastic meals (quite a few of which seemed to 
involve negating the effects of the swell, even 
with the many extra straps and rails holding 
everything in place in the galley) only for a 
solid half of them to go over the side only 
half-digested.
 Between tacking and being flamboyantly 
sick over the side – and in one guy’s case, 
from the top of the foremast – the watches 
were shown the roster and taught the tasks 
of the watch on duty. Two trainees were on 
bow watch at all times, keeping an eye out 
for anything likely to do damage to the ship, 
such as the coast. Another would be on the 
helm, steering us to the course indicated by the 
captain, and while on night watch we would 
do half-hourly rounds of the bilges, to make 
sure the ship was not flooding or on fire. All 
in all, watch work was some of the easiest on 
the ship, unless you were forced to tack ship 
in the middle of the night.
 Despite all the hard work, we did have 
moments of free time. Most of them were 
spent stretched out in the sun, but one of my 
favourite things to do in my spare time was 
to climb out on the bowsprit. It was far easier 
and far less bowel-shaking than climbing the 
mast, and a lot more comfortable once you 
got out there as well. Especially impressive 
is re-enacting the end of Titanic in two metre 
swell.
 For those of stronger spirit, a bit of extra 
energy or something to prove, the main mast is 
a legendary climb. Right at the top is a plaque, 
the wording of which is known only by those 
who have actually climbed. They are all sworn 
to secrecy about it, and speculation about the 
actual content of the plaque is a high topic 
amongst non-climbers, many of whom believe 
that it probably says something along the lines 
of ‘Ha ha, gotcha’.
 For the first few days of the voyage, it 
looked as though we were running behind 
schedule. The wind was blowing up contrarily 
from the south, making sail power alone a bit 
challenging, but in fact we managed to travel 
by sail alone for roughly half the trip and made 
good time to boot. Unfortunately, around Day 
Three we managed to break not one, not two, 
but three sails – including the main and mizzen, 
the two largest sails on the ship. Despite this, 
we managed to sail around Cape Leeuwin in 
the middle of the night and were in Albany 
a whole day early, leaving us free to spend a 
gratefully-received day on the beach. We broke 
an (unconfirmed) ship record sailing in to our 
anchorage just off the beach by getting down 
all our still-working sails down in under ten 
minutes and anchoring without even turning 
the motors on.
 After all that, there was only one thing left to 
do before the trip was over: sail into the port 
proper on Australia Day morning. The captain, 
in what I can only imagine was a whimsical 
mood, decided that having the trainees ‘dress 
the yards’ – climb out onto the yardarms on 
the foremast and do a massed salute from up 

there – would be a jolly exciting thing to do. So 
we climbed up there, and stood as straight as 
the toeropes and our cringing stomachs would 
allow us, and belted out the national anthem 
as we came in beside the dock, watched by the 
citizenry of Albany. I’ll admit that it would 
have been very impressive to see, despite 
repeated attempts to get a chorus of ‘I’ve Got A 
Lovely Bunch Of Coconuts’ going up above.
 Overall, it was an excellent trip down south. 
Anyone not put off by the descriptions of hard 
work above should take a look at sailleeuwin.
com, or swing by the office in B Shed when 
next in Fremantle. They’re always desperately 
looking for volunteers, too, so if you have some 
free time and a bit of seagoing experience, talk 
to the girls at the office.

104A Stirling Terrace 
Toodyay 6566 

Call Barbara or visit us at the shop - next door to Pinpricks
Quotes & Enquiries:
Barbara Mottershaw

PO Box 1556 TOODYAY 6566
9574 5652

ST. VALENTINE’S DAY

Would you like to give something different 
to the one you love on St. Valentine’s Day?

Let us design you a special Valentine balloon topiary 
arrangement with vintage-designed Valentine gift card.

We also have foil, heart-shaped helium balloons, gift boxes and 
bears decorated with heart shaped balloons.

SPECIAL CUPCAKES FOR THE ONE YOU LOVE
For that extra special gift, why not give an individually packaged 
and gift wrapped Vanilla or chocolate fl avoured cupcake topped 
with butter cream and hand-made St. Valentine’s edible toppers.

Orders are now being taken.

Avon

W

FREE
BORE PUMP REMOVAL & 

INSPECTION WITH EVERY 
BORE BLOW-OUT 

We do Bore Tests, level mea-
surements and friction loss 

calculations to optimise your 
water supply and minimise 

your costs

DO IT RIGHT THE 
FIRST TIME

NOBODY KNOWS BORES 
BETTER

CALL STEELE & LISA ON

9574 2903

Get in and do your pre-season 
maintenance at winter rates.

Maximising your minimal resource
ater Solutions

Toodyay Olive 
Growers

The very dry month of January in Toodyay 
has kept olive growers busy irrigating groves. 
Recent research has shown that providing 
adequate and regular water is essential to 
optimum olive production. An olive tree is 
very resistant to drought and when a water 
shortage occurs the tree will survive at the 
expense of its crop. Naturally, not all groves 
require the same amount of water. Trees 
planted in sandy soil will need more water 
than trees planted in clay soils. In fact, as I 
discovered a couple of seasons ago when an 
irrigation pipe burst, too much water can also 
damage a tree even killing it.
 As I write, a thunderstorm has brought 
rain with 31mm in the rain gauge which has 
been very welcome. However, we understand 
that rainfall has been variable around the 
Shire. Perhaps in the next few days Cyclone 
Dominic may bring more rain our way.
 This month’s recipe
Peach and Olive Oil Dessert Cake
With summer fruits readily available why 
not try this very moist dessert.
150ml olive oil
200g sugar
2 eggs
350g flour
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
3 ripe peaches (diced)
110g sultanas
grated rind of one lemon
 Heat the oven to 180oC. Pour the olive oil 
into a bowl, add the sugar and beat well until 
combined. Add the eggs one at a time and 
beat until the mixture doubles and looks like 
thin mayonnaise. Sieve flour and cinnamon 
and fold into the mixture with a metal spoon. 
add the peaches, sultanas and lemon rind and 
mix thoroughly.
Grease a 20cm spring-form cake tin. Spoon 
the mixture into the tin and bake for at least 
one hour until the end of knife inserted into 
the cake comes out clean and dry.
 Remove cake from tin and cool on wire 
rack. Serve warm with cream, ice cream or 
yoghurt.

Margaret McKeown
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Gone are the days when your only choice was brick and tile. Today, more and more people are turning to innovative materials for their 

new homes – and to innovative builders like WA Country Builders. We not only build homes with timber framing, which is quicker to erect 

and more versatile, we use a range of materials from mini-orb infi ll and Colorbond to painted render and plank. Talk to your local builder 

about today’s vast range of different building materials available. wacountrybuilders.com.au FREE-CALL 1800 227 161
The builders of the fi fth 
Regional Telethon Home 

W
AC

BV
30

77
17

INNER BRICK LAYER

WINDOW
OUTER BRICK LAYER

CONCRETE SLAB

INNER
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INSULATION

GYPROCK
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DOUBLE CLAY BRICK CONSTRUCTION BRICK VENEER AND FRAMED CONSTRUCTION WAFFLE POD SLAB CONSTRUCTION

DIFFERENT BUILDING METHODS.
DIFFERENT MATERIALS

Welcome back to a new year in Scouting in 
Toodyay!
 Scouts kicked off the year with their back 
to Scouts day at Adventure World, with 30 
people attending from Scouts, Venturers and 
our new prospective Rover crew. Thanks 
to Ratcha (Danielle) for attending with our 
new linking Cubs and to Tucker (Glen) and 
Ironbark (Paul) for assisting with transport. 
(We drove past Casey’s house again and 
JLea, there is NO three legged, hump backed, 
hairy goat. We’re sorry.) Great drive home 
in Dropbear’s car, where Harry entertained 
us all by playing the trumpet.
 The Scout and Venturer sections have 
some great activities coming up in the next 
few months, including climbing/abseiling, 
firearms and archery, surf school at Lancelin 
and swimming with wild dolphins. There’s 
also some service, and recycling, and we’re 
looking for assistance with a welding class to 
help make a recycling cage, preferably with 
a mig welder. The Scout section welcomes 
Robert (Rocky) to Scouting. Should be a 
great year!
 The group of nine young people (aged 
17 – 26) who are interested in starting up 
a Rover Crew met with WA Rover Council 
Vice Chairman Greg Chapman for a BBQ 
and discussion. In the best spirit of Scouting, 
help was extended to one young person 
whose car broke down at Adventure World – 
we hope the car gets back on the road soon! 
It’s a tricky thing to set up a new Crew and 
challenging for WARC to help set up country 
groups, so our thanks goes to Greg for his 
hospitality. Some amusing suggestions for 
fundraising were passed along – ‘kidnap the 
Prime Minister’s child’ was my favourite.
 If you’re between 17 and 26 and are 
interested in Rover Scouts, facebook search 
toodyay rover scouts and pass along your 
contact details to the group.
 Scouts recommences on Feb 5 for all 
sections. The Scout section starts at 6pm 
(until 8pm) as does Venturer Scouts. Joeys 
and Cubs run prior to Scouts. If you’re aged 
between 6 to 26 and are interested in coming 
along to Scouts, just turn up at the Hall on 

Thursday or ring the Group Leader on 9574 
2363.
 All the best to all our community for 
2009.
 Yours in Scouting

Dropbear
Below: Scouts on the Bounty at Adventure 

World - ‘stop the riiiide!’

Switch On

Semester two starts 21 July

Northam Campus Lot 1 Hutt Street—where great careers start!
Ph: 9622 6777 www.cyoctafe.wa.edu.au

NEW COURSE BROCHURES OUT NOW!

Certificate IV in Teacher Assistant (Special Needs) 51782
Certificate IV in Business BSB40201

Art at AVAS - Certificates in Visual Arts & Contemporary craft
Clothing Production LMT30500
Many more courses available—please enquire

New!

Be creative!

Expressions of interest taken now for evening courses in basic auto care

Sem 2 08 ad central.indd   1 6/25/2008   2:41:27 PM

Toodyay Garden Club 
Inc.

Welcome garden club members and a 
Happy New Year to you all. It has been a 
hot beginning to the year in Toodyay. I’m 
sure the garden centres are running out 
of mulch as it really does help to retain 
moisture in the beds. The gurus say a light 
pruning only of some plants protects them 
from sunburn. Summer is often “make or 
break” time for some plants, not to mention 
the gardeners.
  The club has planned some very interesting 
visits for 2009. The first visit of the year is 
on 5th March at Duidgee Park and a walk 
along the river to Newcastle Park with 
Gavin Donegan – meeting at Duidgee Park 
at 10am. We look forward to your company; 
it should be very informative. If you are not 
a member, you are very welcome to come 
along as a visitor. However, for insurance 
purposes, we encourage membership if you 
attend regular visits with the club.

  The visit on 2nd April is to Edith Miles’ 
pretty garden at Ellery Place, Toodyay. 
There will be plants available for sale by 
Lyn Tanham.  
  By the time you read this, the AGM of 
the club set for 5th February 09 will have 
been held and some committee offices may 
have changed. We look forward to your 
continuing support and attendance at the 
garden visits.
  See you at Duidgee Park in March. 

Wendy Lewer – (sec) 9574 4172
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they meetW H E N  A N D  W H E R E
TOODYAY RSL 
Sub Branch
PROGRAMME 
of EVENTS
2009

Date    Day    Event   Time    Location

7 Feb Saturday  General Meeting 
1400hrs      Toodyay Club

7 Mar    Saturday   General Meeting 
1400hrs      Toodyay Club

? Apr TBA Toodyay District High
    
School ANZAC Service 0915hrs 
TDHS
(Present Cadet Award)

24 Apr Friday ANZAC DAY Street 
Appeal  0800hrs            CBD

25 Apr Saturday  ANZAC DAY
Dawn Service 0600hrs    War 
Memorial
Main Service 1100hrs      Stirling 
Tce

 2 May Saturday  General Meeting 
1400hrs     Toodyay Club

 4 Jul Saturday   General Meeting 
1400hrs     Toodyay Club

18 Aug   Tuesday   Vietnam Veterans 
Day 1100hrs     War Memorial 
(Long Tan 43 Anniv)

5 Sep Saturday   Annual General 
Meeting  1400hrs     Toodyay Club

7 Nov Saturday    General Meeting 
 1400hrs     Toodyay Club

6 Nov Friday       Poppy Day Appeal 
0800hrs     Toodyay CBD

11 Nov    Wednesday Remem-
brance Day 1100hrs     War Memorial

14 Nov     Saturday 
Annual Street Stall 0700hrs     
Outside IGA

 1 Dec      Sunday Christmas 
Party & War Widows Lunch  
1200hrs    Memorial Hall  

The Price of Liberty is Eternal 
Vigilance

FAMILY LAW

DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offi ces of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 7255

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
Saturday

9am to noon

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE AND PONY CLUB ENROLMENT DAY
Held at Lake Leschenaultia, Sunday 15th Feb 2009 4pm - 6pm *Past and prospective members 
join us to enrol for the 2009 season.  BYO BBQ pack and drinks.  Fee schedule available from 

Secretary Judy Hunter on 9574 5402
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public notices
“alice gallery”
When next in AVAS have a peek in the “alice 
gallery”. Glimpse at a miniature view of 
the “Burnout Exhibition” by visual artists 
Samantha Connor and Christine Elaine. On 
display throughout February.  The Northam 
Arts Centre is open daily 10am –4pm.

THE FRED KILLICK MEMORIAL ART 
AWARD 2009
The Fred Killick Award is for AVAS artist 
members. AVAS invites artists to become 
a member and enter your artwork in this 
prestigious award. Works must be received 
February 22 by 4pm. Opening night held at the 
Old Post Office Gallery, Northam Arts Centre 
on Sunday March 1 at 5pm.

CURRENT WORKSHOPS
The workshops available are: Photography 
with Michael Marriott, Clay-work with 
Ken Emberson, Mosaics with Christine 
E l a i n e ,  a n d  Wr i t i n g / C a l l i g r a p h y 
with Caroline Coates. Phone AVAS on 
9622 2245 for more details and register your 
interest.

TO ALL 2J’ERS
The next Casino Trip is on Monday 9th 
February 09.  For more information ring Ida 
on 9574 2858.

WANTED
Avon Auxillary Branch Committee - Silver 
Chain
Committee members and voluntary members 
needed, next meeting 10th February 2008 at the 
Staff Room, Toodyay Community Centre.  All 
enquiries please call Jan on 9574 4675.

ST JOHN AMBULANCE SENIOR FIRST 
AID COURSES
2009 may be the year that you learn the skills 
to save a life! These courses are nationally 
recognized and may also help you in the job 
market.
  Certificate courses will be held at Toodyay 
on the weekend of 21st & 22nd February 2009 
and at Bolgart the following weekend, 28th & 
29th March 2009. In the meantime, anyone 
wanting to register for the next course can 
contact Jenny Willgoss at L J Hooker Toodyay 
Ph 9574 2455 or at home 9574 2412.

DRUMMOND MEMORIAL 
UNVEILING
 Were you or a relative there, on 29 September 
1973? Would like any information on the 
unveiling ceremony of the Drummond 
Memorial plaque by the Lord Mayor of Perth 
Mr E.H. Lee-Steere, at the Mt Pelham Lookout. 
Haven’t found anything in the local newspapers 
at the time, or in the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club Archives. Contact Beth Frayne, TNC, 
9574 5971.

Bereavements
Walton - David
 Deepest sympathy to Judith and family for 
their loss.
From members of the Toodyay Bowling 
Club
 
Watson, Jim (Spot)
Dad, mate, mentor and hero.  We’re going to 
miss you very much.  You’ve left a big hole 
that can’t be filled.
  Catch ya later Dad.

  Love from your son Phil, daughter in law 
Terri, grandchildren Kylie, Sheree, Aimee, 

Cody and Ricki and partners and great 
grandson Lachie.

Watson - Jim (Spot)
 Deepest sympathy to Doreen & family.
They must need a good skip up there.
From members of the Toodyay Bowling Club

PYLE, John
You will always be in our thoughts John, you 
were one of the river’s best mates.
Our sincere condolences to Theone and 
family.

Toodyay Friends of the River (Inc)

PYLE, John
You will be sadly missed by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing you.
Sincere condolences to Theone and family.

Toodyay Historical Society (Inc)

PYLE, John
Our sympathies to Theone and family on the 
passing of her husband and our friend John. 
We will miss him. 

Beth and Bob Frayne.

PYLE, John
The staff and committee of The Toodyay 
Herald Inc offer their sincere condolences 
to Theone and family on the passing of 
John, long term committee member of The  
Toodyay Herald.  John will be sadly missed 
in the community as an all round nice guy and 
‘quiet achiever’.  

Toodyay Herald staff and committee

In Memorium
EDDY, David (Bant) (19th December)
In loving memory.  It’s been three years now 
but never forgotten.  Loving wife, Evelyn.

Our apologies to Ev for missing this notice 
last month.  - Ed

Thank You

The Somers family wishes to sincerely thank 
everyone who attended the fire on our property 
in December.  Prompt and efficient action 
by the firefighters ensured that the fire was 
extinguished very quickly.
  We really appreciated your help.

Ted, Lyn, Chris & Andrew Somers

Happy Valentine’s Day
Kico.
Hey Champ. Hurray for the first year where I 
can say ‘Happy Valentines Day’ to you without 
dying a little inside.
Love you lots, Kiah.              xxSammiexx’’

To My Favourite Noodle Ki-Ki.
Will you please be my Valentine. I’ll let you 
take photos of me while I’m greased up and 
in a bikini.                           
Toodles,  Toni’
 

Engagement
Congratulations to Josh and Claire who 
announced their engagement on Christmas 
day. Josh admitted to being a bit nervous, 
Claire admitted to being surprised and we 
all went “about time”! Imogen’s word of 
the day was “oh cool”. We are absolutely 
thrilled at Josh’s choice and look forward to 
Claire formally joining the family, we love 
you both.

Mum and Rob, Alex, Nathan & Jacson and all 
the rest of the Dival mob.

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE

TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - MCLY
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVICING FROM $89 inc. OIL FILTER

Call 13 11 11  RAC Assist

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

DRIVEWAY

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Special
185 x 14 8ply tyres

$89.90 fi tted & balanced
FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton, Brook or Richard
MOBILE 0418 949 898 FAX 9574 5267

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1    STOP SHOP 9574 2335

Monday to Thursday
6am to 11am
3pm - 7pm

Friday
6am to 4pm

Sunday
8am to 11am

Free Weights
Machines

Cardio
Group Training

Personal Training

9574 5687
22 Stirling Terrace

Toodyay
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The Toodyay Lions Club was honoured by 
the Toodyay community when it received 
the Shire of Toodyay Australia Day Award 
for Community Group of the year. The Club 
is humbled to follow St John’s Ambulance, 
Toodyay Volunteer Fire & Rescue and the 
Toodyay Op Shop in receiving this award. Our 
thanks go to the Shire of Toodyay, President 
Charlie Wroth and Councilors, and Shire Staff 
for their very hospitable morning at Duidgee 
Park. The Club took advantage of the occasion 
to talk to Toodyay residents about the club, the 
work it does and, in the process, hopefully, gain 
some new members.  If you weren’t at the park 
but have an interest in making new friends and 
serving your community please contact our 
Membership Officer Alan Rose on 0448 001 
071 to find out more.
   The Club enjoyed all the pre-Christmas 
festivities in town. The Wriggly Worm was its 
usual hit during the street party. Unfortunately 
we clashed with the Toodyay Choir across the 
road from our starting point. We did try to 
stop the Worm to give them a fair go but when 
children started to cry we had to hurriedly get 
back on the road again. So, our apologies to 
the choir for whom, in true show biz style, 
the show went on even if they couldn’t hear 
themselves sing.
   The Choir even forgave us because some 
volunteered to turn up at the Lions Christmas 
Tree to add to the Christmas spirit. But it’s 
true what they say about not working with 
children as again the children did not want to 
be distracted from their games. And with 70 
children this year there was a lot of noise. But 
the ladies shouldn’t feel too bad because even 
Santa had trouble getting the attention of some 
children who just wanted to play on the slides 
and wouldn’t have a bar of the man in red.  
   As always the Lions were assisted in hosting 
Santa at Duidgee Park by our local constabulary 
and Toodyay Fire and Rescue Brigade. To give 
Rudolf and the other reindeers a much need 
pit stop, Fire Officers Gordon Bowman and 
Gary Crocker gave Santa a lift in a Big Red 
Fire Engine.  Acting Sergeant Summer Roberts 
and 1st Class Senior Constable Matt Bruse 
provided a flashing, noisy escort through town, 
ensuring Santa arrived at Duidgee Park with 
all due fanfare. Our thanks to the services and 
officers involved.
   Santa pronounced himself well pleased with 
his reception and was especially delighted with 
the growing number of good boys and girls in 
Toodyay. One of those boys turned the tables on 
Santa: Riley Hodgkinson didn’t think it was fair 
that Santa was always the one doing the giving 
so he made and presented Santa with a card and 

gift. There is a lesson for us all there. Santa was 
obviously touched by the gesture and carried 
the card back to the North Pole with him. Both 
he and the reindeers enjoyed the shortbread 
biscuits before hitting the skies again.
   At our own Christmas party we were joined 
this year by RFDS personnel, Director of Flying 
Operations, Kevin Healy and Fundraising 
Manager, Fiona Davey, who came along to 
accept the cheque from the T Cup Run. The 
Club were delighted to present the RFDS with 
a cheque for over $60,000.
   We will start off the New Year with a 
Membership Drive, literally. In lieu of our 
first meeting on 3rd February the Club will be 
off on the highways and byways of Toodyay 
following clues on a car treasure hunt. We will 
be joined by some people who have expressed 
an interest in joining the club. We thought 
we’d give them some fun before they find out 
about the hard work involved for the rest of 
the year!
   Speaking of hard work, the Lions Giant 
Auction looms. We have set the date for March 
28th. Full details will be in next month’s Herald 
or watch for the posters around town. Set-up as 
usual will be on the Friday beforehand. 

Yours in Lionism
Nuala Ennis

9574 5055
YOUR LOCAL 

VETERINARY CLINIC

AVON VALLEY 
VETERINARY 

CLINIC

Offi ce Hours
Monday  9am to 5pm
Tuesday  9am to 5pm
Wednesday  9am  to 5pm
Thursday  9am to 5pm
Friday   9am to 5pm
Saturday  9am to 11am

Please note all consultations 
are by appointment

Please Ring 9574 5055
AVON VALLEY VETERINARY 
CLINIC FOR ALL SMALL AND 
LARGE ANIMAL VETERINARY 

PROBLEMS.

Avon Valley Veterinary Clinic
92 Stirling Tce, Toodyay  

Postal Address PO Box 941 
Toodyay

February 9th at 3pm
at Toodyay Racecourse

Enrolment prior to AGM
from 2pm onwards

Enquiries Phone 9574 1407

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Avon Valley Adult Riding Club Inc

BAKERS HILL
VET. CLINIC

TOODYAY DAY
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•  Our regular day in Toodyay, at a reduced charge, is proving very popular.
Remember, bookings must be made prior to each Wednesday.

•  A great way to save on routine work such as drenching, vaccinations & preg. 
testing.

•  House visits for pets - farm visits for large animals.
•  No travel charge from Bakers Hill to Toodyay or within 5km of Toodyay PO.

•  Travel chargedfrom Post Offi ce for farm visits.
•  Our usual service applies any other day.

•  Please phone 9574 1061 to book appointments or make enquiries.

2 x 9. ufn

A Quiet Country Cottage
 Do you need to get away?
Your answer is in Toodyay.

  Mid week Special is
Book 3 Nights & get the 4th night FREE

Weekend Special is
Book Fri & Sat night and stay Sun for FREE
Early 1900’s Heritage hand made mud brick

cottage set on 7 acres of peace,
quiet and seclusion. The cottage is fully self-
contained with three bedrooms including two

queen and two single beds.
 It has an open fire in the lounge and a big

claw foot bath on the veranda to
soak in whilst the sun is setting.

Lots of fun things to do in the area
with the kids.

Situated 9kms before Toodyay and only
85kms from Perth.

www.hoddywellcottage.com.au

HODDYWELL
COTTAGE

Call Suzzanne on
9446 2271 or
0414 943 823

Mobile

Concrete

Services
SUPPLIERS OF CONCRETE

in Toodyay and surrounding areas

Contact Stephen & Julie Street

PHONE 9574 4008
FAX 9574 4122

MOBILE 0428 929 127
P.O. Box 1062  TOODYAY 6566

NO JOB TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL

Puggles Playgroup
Taking enrolments now, limited places 
available
Not just a playgroup but a structured learning 
environment which centres on the childrens’ 
natural interests and curiosity.  An article adapted 
from Wikipedia quotes, ‘One distinguishing 
feature of Montessori at the preschool age in 
that children direct their own learning, choosing 
among the sections of a well structured and 
stocked classroom, including Practical Life (fine 
and gross motor skills) Sensorial (senses and 
brain), Language, Mathematics, Geography, 
Science and Art.  The role of a teacher is to 
introduce children to materials and then remain 
a ‘silence presence’ in the classroom.’
  Puggles Playgroup leader Mrs Felicity Brown 
plan and organizes the activities and is always on 
hand with a truck load of patience and advice to 
guide parents in helping their children.
  Puggles playgroup caters for young people 
aged 18 months to four years on a Monday or 
Wednesday, 9.30am to 11.30am.  With extended 
afternoon sessions for the elder children from 
11.30am until 3pm.  Puggles Playgroup starts on 
the 2nd of February at the Playgroup Community 
Centre, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
  So why not stimulate your child’s mind and 
contact tmontessori@bigpond.com or 9574 4553 
for a 2009 enrolment package.  Otherwise speak 
to Puggles Playgroup leader Felicity on 9574 
4254 for general information or to organise a 
trial day.

mailto:tmontessori@bigpond.com
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www.westerncellars.com.au
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STABLE LIQUOR Shop 7, 111-113 Stirling Street Toodyay................................9574 2653

SEE INSTORE FOR MORE SPECIALS.
Specials available from 4th February until 10th February 2009, or while stocks last. Retail quantities only. All prices inclusive of GST.  

Persons under 18 years of age not supplied. Beer Warm Cartons. Pics for illustration only. Prices may vary in Country areas due to freight.

Check out these great deals at 
Western Cellars
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specials in the West 

on Wednesday.
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$2399
6 Pack

$10
2 for

$28
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$1499
ea

MIxed 6pk

$15.99 Single

$1499
ea

MIxed 6pk

$15.99 Single

$3899

Western Cellars supports the responsible service of alcohol.

$3199
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$999
ea

Mixed 6pk

$10.99 Single
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Purchase 2 bottles 
& receive 2 x 

General Admission 
tickets to the 

Johnnie Walker 
Classic. While 
stocks last.
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TOODYAY RSL 
Sub Branch

 Greetings to all members of the Toodyay 
community. We hope 2009 brings you 
everything you have wished yourself. It’s nice 
to dream. We wish you all a successful 2009. 
We at the Toodyay Sub Branch are all looking 
forward to another successful year in 2009.
 Last year, we surpassed all of our previous 
records; all of our ventures were well received 
and went according to the script. Our street 
stall, Anzac Day appeal and poppy day broke 
all previous records. Our Sandakan Scholarship 
went well with two students who will be going 
to Sabah in April. The only reason we are 
able to achieve these results is because of the 
generosity of the people of Toodyay. Without 
your support we would not have been very 
successful at all. It makes us humble to live 

in such a generous community. We have not 
formulated a plan for this year yet, when we 
do, we hope you, the people of Toodyay, will 
support us as you have in the past.
 We would like to encourage all members 
of the community who are entitled to join the 
RSL to come along and meet us at our next 
meeting which will be conducted on Saturday 
7th February at 2pm in the Toodyay Club. It 
would be nice to see some new faces at our 
meetings; we know most of you live very busy 
lives, but we only meet every second month 
so we will not take a lot of your time.
 This is the RSL Motto which we try to live 
up to:-

Perpetuating the close ties of friendship 
created by mutual service in the Australian 
Defence Force or allied forces, to maintain a 
proper standard of dignity and honour among 
all past and present serving members of the 
Defence Force and to set an example of 
public spirit and noble hearted endeavour; 

 Preserving the memory and records of 
those who suffered and died for Australia; 
 Providing for the sick and wounded 
and needy among those who have served and 
their dependents including pensions, medical 
attention, homes and hospital visiting; 
 Inculcating loyalty to the Nation, 
guarding the good name and preserving the 
interests and standing of members of the 
Defence Force; and

Promoting our policy on national questions, 
particularly:

the unity of the Commonwealth of •	
Nations;
the Defence of Australia; •	
the maintenance of a sustainable and •	
selective immigration policy; 
the development of a national Defence •	
infrastructure and Defence industry; 
and 
the promotion and proper employment •	

of the nation’s natural resources. 

From the Toodyay RSL Executive
Presiden,t Bruce Prior

Senior Vice President, John Adams 
Secretary/Treasurer, Lou Kidd  

 

Toodyay Swimming 
Pool Action 
Committee

Toodyay Swimming Pool Action Committee 
was keen that  the recent  grant application to 
the Australian Government’s  Infrastructure  
Fund was for a swimming pool rather  than  
the application  sent by the Shire  for  the 
Toodyay Heritage and interpretation plan 
but unfortunately despite some effort the 
alternative was not able to be put  before 
Council  at the last meeting.  Despite not 
being successful in this attempt we now have 
a document with updated costings from the 
original project which is ready to go should 
a similar opportunity present itself again. 
We expect further funding stimulus to be 
put up by government in the near future so 
the work that was done was definitely worth 
the effort as more opportunities will arise 
for outside funding. So if you want a pool, 
or indeed a heritage and interpretive centre 
then contact your Councillor and make your 
views known..  Our task now is to get the 
swimming pool as the first  cab of the rank 
in the minds of the Shire of Toodyay.  Not an 
easy task.   Many thanks to Cr Chris Firns for 
his huge effort in collating all the information,   
getting the document together in an attempt 
to get this item up for discussion. We would 
also like to thank the rate payers association 
for their representations to the Shire on the 
same subject.
  The Recreation Committee meets on 
the 26th Feb, we are hoping that their 
deliberations will at last fix on a site for a 
pool and we hope it will be one everyone is 
happy with.
  Any other outcomes of this committee 
are eagerly awaited if it progresses the 
swimming pool  project . Hope you are all 
enjoying the hot weather out there  without 
a pool  for another summer.  
  Our next committee meeting is on 9th Feb 
at 12:30pm at the Freemasons 
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